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nurfJayy  April  1^  1785* 

HE  right  honourable  ^//rtff«-/i^»^tfw  GrenvWe  roJe,  Thenjtit 
in  conformity  to  the  notice  which  he  had  formerly  given,  to ''°"-  ^7[^ 
move  for  leave  to  brii^  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  ^'•■^****' 
a£fc  for  trying  controverted  elections*     His  intention^  he 
faid,  was  not  what  he  had  in  his  contemplation  when  he  laft 
year  fignified  his  defign  to  propofe  fome  alterations  in  the  a£t 
alluded  to;  the  bill  had  been  thought  by  many  perfons  to  re«  . 
quire  fome  alteration,  but  he  did  not  intend  to  go  into  a 
comprehenfive  and  extenfive  difcuffion  of  fiich  alterations  as 
were  of  a  general  and  iijiportant  nature,  then,  becauie  he 
ihould  not  propoie  any  bill  of  the  kind  that  feffion,   but 
would  referve  it  to  the  next,  holding  it  to  be  much  mortf 
likely  to  be  difcuiled  with. that  degree  of  temper,  modeiationf 
and  coolnefs,  that  the  fubjedl  required,  when  confidered  iii 
the  abftra6l,  than  when  ejedion  cafes  were  exifting  untriedf 
to  which,  it  might  be  in  fome  d^ree  or  other  aj^Iied,  and 
tlience  imprei&ons  arife  by  no. means  fjivourable  to  a  £iir  agi-^ 
tation  of  the  bill.    What  he  had  then  in  his  intention  was 
tiierely  to  propofe  fome  alterations  in  the  mechaoical  part  of 
Vol,  XVIIL  B  th« 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


A.  1785- 


tks  oMchsKiical  part  of  the  proceeding  to  chufe  a  ballot^ 
and  by  no  means  aSt€tii\g  the  principle  of  the  bill  itfelf. 
They  all  knew  the  difficulties  that  had  of  late  occurred  in 
eonfequencc  of  the  ballot  beins  obliged  to  be  chofen  under  all 
its  piefent  forms ;  his  intention^  therefore^  was,  to  propofe 
fome  few  altecatioDS>  but  they  {hould  be  as  clofe  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  prefent  bill,  and  as  little  deviating  from  the  form 
of  it,  as  po^ble.     The  firft  he  fhould  propofe  would  be,  to- 
provide  a  claufe  to  admit  Committees,  who  had  finished  their 
bufinefs,  and  >»ho  were  ready  to  make  their  report,  to  make 
that  report  previous  to  the  Houfe's  proceeding  to  lock  the 
door  and  make  ^  ballot.     This,  lie  obferved,  was  but  a  tricing 
infringement  on  the  bill  as  it  flood,  and  would  be  attended 
with  this  good  cohfequence — it  woiild,  where  the  iitfing 
members  were  declared  duly  eleded,  add  two  members  qua* 
iified  to  ferve  to  the  number  of  the  Hou(e,  as  well  as  put  it 
in  the  power  of  fifteen  more  to  ferve  on  the  Committee  to  be 
the  obje&  of  the  ballot  of  the  day,  if  they  chofe  it*    To 
fiiew  the  advantage  of  this  altj&ration  ftill  fartlier,  Mr.  Gxen* 
ville  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  there  had  been  two  Com* 
mittees  who  had  finiihed  their  buiinefs,  and  were  ready  to 
have  made  their  reports  in  the  eourfe  of  the  laft  fortnight's 
adjournment,  but  were  incapable  of  makii^  them  on  account 
of  the  a£i's  ordering,  that  no  pubhc  builneTs  whatever  fhould 
be  proceeded  upon  till  a  ballot  had  been  made.    The  next  al« 
teration  he  ihould  propofe,  hefaid,  was,  in  like  manner^  cal- 
culated to  fadlilate  the  making  of  a  ballot.     He  meant  not 
to  alter  the  provifo  that  renders  it  necefiary  that  an  hundred 
Qiembers  fhould  be  prefent  b^re  they  proceeded  to  ballot^ 
becaufe  he  not  only  thought,  that  in  a  matter  of  fo  much  im-> 
portance,  fo  nuny  ought  to  be  prefent,  but  becaufe  he  be« 
lieved  the  difficulty  had  but  very  feldom  arifen  from  that  cir- 
cumflance.    The  caufe  of  adjournment  had  chiefly  happened 
from  the  number  to  be  drawn  being  forty-nine ;  it  might 
therefore  be  worthy  confideration,  whether  reducing  it  in 
certain  cafes  to  thirty-nine  woiild  not  give  %ility  to  the  bal- 
lots :  in  which  cafe  either  the  iirfl  or  lafl  drawn  might  be 
flruck  off  at  the  table.    Another  matter  to  which  he  had 
turned  his  attention,  was,  the  inconvenience  arifmg  from 
that  claufe  which  ordered  Committees  to  adjourn  in  cafe 
more  than  two  of  the  members  of  fuch  Committees  wefe 
ncceflarily  abfent  by  death  or  illnefs.    The  Houfe  had  that 
day  heard  of  the  abfcnce  of  one  member  of  the  fiedfordfliire 
Committee  through  illnefs;  and  where  country  ekdiions 


were 


A.  1785V  .I>   E    B   A    T    E    S.  j^ 

were  to  be  tr>ed,  and  thQ  0)n)ailttee^were  likely  to  fit  longi 
the  inponvcni^nce  wasex^rremely  great.    He  recolle&ed  that 
the  Glouceft^rfliire  Committee,  after  having  fat  fix  or  feven 
weeks;  had  tike  tohaye  been  loft  through  this  very  circum-* 
fiance^ ..  He  me^nti^.tjierefore,  to  propofej  tha.t  in  certain 
cafesy.^has  thole  of  Committees  on  county  elections,  and 
where/ Committees  had.fet  fix  weeks  or  two  months,  a  Com- 
mittea  Avould  flill  fit,. although, reduced  to. eleven,  or  ivea 
nine  member s.    Lowei:  he.  ibould  not  think  of  going,  he^ 
ca^u^.iindoubtedly.it  wQuld  not  be  wife^to  facilitate  members 
excufiia^  themlelves  fit)m  attending.     A  farther  alteration^ 
propofed  by  Mr.  Grenville,  was,  when  there  were  a  certain 
number  of  Committees. fitting,  thnec  or  more  for  inftanbe, 
thai  .41X' fuchr'C9fe,   if  4  ballot  fhould  fail,    public  bufinefs 
fl^uUL  neverthelefft  be  gone  .on  with ;   this  alteration  he 
founded  on  ihe  extreme  di£Bculty  that  generally  occurred  to 
get  i9  Sufficient  number  .oft  qualihed  members  to  make  up  tho 
aumber  fai:ty-nilie,^\iibile  thiiee  or  more  Committees  were  ac-* 
tually  fitting.  .  Another  matter  had  been  a  good  deal  talked 
of  9^  m^ter  of  complaitit^  and  that. was,  the  mode  of  chufin§f 
nominee^  who,  it  had  boepfaid,  had  been  influenced,  though 
by  ^  honourable  biai,  .and  in  confequence  of  it,  had  ratl^r 
^4hi  us  advocates  than  judges ;  upon  that  account  it  had  been 
urg^(]#  :tbat  it  would  be  better  if  they  were  not  chofen  as  at 
prefent,  viz.  one  nominated  by  the  petitioner,  and  the  other 
by  ^thp  fitting  member^  but  that  they  ihould  be  chofen  bv 
the  Commit!tee«    When  the  bill  was  originally  introduce^ 
iMr^  Greaville  &id, .  the.  mode  of  appointing  nominees  had 
Waa.good  deal  difcufied,  and  the  argument  for  them  had 
been  ^is : — It  might  happen  that  a  Committee  might  be 
cbdfisa,  confifting  Entirely  of  young  and  inexperienced  mem- 
bers;, it  was  necefiary,  therefore,   to  take  care  that  there 
(hould  be  two  perfoitf  at  leaft.  added  to  the  number  ehorfen^ 
in  whom  the  parties  could  confide  for  their  knowledge  of    . 
parliasnentary  law,  and  their  eidperience  as  men  of  bufinefs^ 
N0W9  if  the  nomination  was  taken  out  of  the  handi  of  the 
parties,  and  put  into  thoie  of  the  Committee,  the  latter  might 
iele£t  perfons  as  inexperienced  as  themfeltes.     Another  mode 
indeed  had  been  talked  of,  and  that  was,  to  let  the  Houfe 
name  them;  but  if  this  ifaode  were  adopted,  the  Houfe  would 
oatnrally  point  their 'nomination  uniformly  to  thofe  mem- 
bers who  were  known  to  be  the  fitteft  to  inftruft  younger 
Conuuitteemen,  and  thus  the  tribunal  would  no  longer  be 
prb^  it  was  defigned  to  be,  a  fludluatiog  tribunal,  and  a  par* 
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dedtion  cauies  would  run  thtougK  a  whold  Parliament,  '&nd 
at  the  «nd  of  it  mmy  of  them  ftill  femaitk  untried.  .  As  the 
bill  flood  at  pre&nt,  feveral  Would  riemain  to  be  tried  in  the 
third  ieffion ;  but  if  the  alteration'  he  alhided  to  were  made^ 
they  would  not  be  all  heard  by  the  fbufth,  nor  fiMi,  tior  laft 
ftffion.    To  prove  this  he  would  ftatfe  a  cafe  — ^  fuppollng 
three  Committees  were  fitting,  afid  th^e  remained  many 
more  controvert>ed  elekflions  to  be  tried ;  at  the  head  of  the 
lift  a  very  long  one^  aind  after  it  many  fh#rt  ones :  poffibly 
the  tiirbe  fitting  Cbmmittees  might  continue  to  fit  fer  fix 
we^ks  or  t?R>  months  longer.    Su()pofing  the  cafe  to  happen 
at  that  moment,  the  7th  of  April,  why  then  all  the  odier 
•    controverted  ele6tions  would  not  be  tried  at  all  in  the  pre* 
lent  feffioh.     Nor  was  that  all  the  mifchief.    Suppofing  at 
the  head  of  the  lifl  of  elections  to  be  tried,  that  one,  thus 
deferred,  was  a  petition  from  the  county  of  York,  from  the 
county  of  Lancafter,  the  county  of  Devon,  or  any  diflant 
county :  the  parties  expe6tin^  their  ballot  to  take  place  every 
day,  had  all  their  witnefles  in  town  at  the  expence  of  a  hun- 
dred pounds  a  day.     Under  fuch  circumflances,  they  were 
obliged  to  keep  them  in  town  till  one  or  other  of  the  three 
Committees  that  were  fitting  had  come  *  to  a  conclufion^ 
which  might  h6  two  months  ere  it  happened ;  and  thus  were 
the  parties  loaded  with  the  enontious  expence  of  a  hundred 
pounds  a  day  for  twb  months:     Hi$  Lordfhip  exprefled  a 
wiih  that,«infVead  of  adopting  the  propofition  he  had  t^pro* 
bated,  the  number  of  members  to  coiiflitute  a  Committee 
was  reduced  to  eleven.     In  that  cafe,  five  Committees  might 
be  fitting  at  the  fame  time,  and  only  fifty-five  members,  a 
tenth  pfart  of  the  Houfe,  be  engaged  in  the  difcharge  of  that 
]»uUic  duty ;  that  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  great  improve- 
ment ;  but  the  alteration  before  referred  to  by  him,  for  the 
l^fons  he  had  flated,  he  certainly  fhould  oppofe^when  diat 
part  of  the  intended  bill  came  into  the  Committee. 
Mr,  Pop.         Mr.  Popham  foid,  the  fubjeft  was  exceedingly  important^ 
^*"«         and  that  the  inconveniences  the  Houfe  and  the  PubKc  had 
recentty  fuffered,  fufficiently  pointed  out  the  neceffity  for 
fbme  farther  regulations.     He  tliought,  however,  the  diffi- 
<*ulty  of  procuring  forty-nine  to  make  up  the  ballot  might 
be  obviated  without  reducing  them  to  thirty-nine.     For  in- 
ftance  — as  it  frequently  happened  that  a  ballot  could  not  be 
eompleted  for  want  of  two  or  three,  fuppofing  the  tiames  of 
thofe  members  who  had  ferved,  and  were  entitled  to  exCufe 
tiiemfelves;  were  put  into  a  feporate  glais^  and,  upon  a  defi* 

ciency 


A.  !7«S-  DEBATES* 

deacy  of  tSie  number  of  pufcms  ivho  had  not  ferv»d,  fi>  nrni^ 
^f  thfeir  names  who  had  ftrved,  Were  ditiwn  out  oF  that  iepi^ 
rate  |;laf9  as  would  tfaake  Up  the  number  forty-iAie*    By  diis 
meahs  the  burden  would  be  light,  even  if  they  did  ferve^  or 
they  might  be  the  firft  ftnidt  out  by  the  parties  and  thsir 
Coonfet.    Mr.  Popbaok  declated  himfelf  a  zealous  friend  to 
the  bill>  of  which  he  was  at  that  time  giving  a  proof)  anU 
ihdeed,  he  faid,  he  ever  had  coniidered  public  duty  as  a  con- 
fideration  fuperior  to  that  of  private  convenience.    The  tenth 
of  the  King,  he  obferved,  had  only  one  ex&eption  in  it^  vii. 
the  f wearing  in  of  a  member;  but  he  thought  it  ought  to 
have  another,  the  exception  of  a  call,  becaufe  if  a  call  ivere 
to  precede  a  ballot,  it  would  be  a  good  means  of  fecurihg  in 
attendance.    With  regard  to  the  Committees  continuing  to 
fit  notwithftanding  a  prorogation,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  (aid,  no  member  but  one  who  was  adiiially  ier- 
ving  upon  a  Comraitt^  ought  to.  give  an  opinion  upon  that 
point*    He  canie  within  thit  defcription^  and  he  made  no 
foruple  to  fay,  he  thought  an  eIe£Uon  Comtnlttee,  like  every 
other  legal  tribunal,  ought  to  continue  fitting  till  they  had 
made  an  end  of  their  eaufe;  there  ^as,  befides,  fctiaetfamg 
upon  the  face  of  it  extremely  abftird^  that  a  Committee 
ihould  dt  fix  weeks,  be  then  put  an  end  to  by  a  {>rcittrgatioii, 
and  the  parties  have  all  thtir  ei^petice  and  tfouhle  to  be^in  de ' 
ii97/o  next  feffion.    To  a  redu^ftion  of  the  numbers  he  cOul4 
by  no  means  whatever  agree.    He  Was  of  Opinion,  that  in 
proportion  as  fuch  powers  were  extended^  the  purpofe  aimed 
at  by  the  inftitution  would  be  ftcured*     And  if  once  th^ 
principle  was  admitted,  that  the  Committee  might  confift 
of  fewer  than  at  prefent,.it  was  impoffibleto  fav  whore  fuch 
fit  idea  might  flop.    Nor  was  )ie  wilting  to  fubforibe  to  what 
be  had  heard  on  the  fubje6t  of  nominees.    He  Was  inclined 
to  think  that  H  would  not  be  eafy  to  fubftitote  any  thing 
betted  in  the  room  of  that  regulation.    He  hoped  gentlemen 
chbfeh  iti  that  manner,  and  affting  by  oath,  might  have  the 
iame  credit  ^ahd  confidence  »3  the  other  members  of  the 
Cofiimittee*     But  he  chiefly  bagged  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  the  principle  of  tbt  bill  t  it  was  to  eitpedite  the  Bua 
finefs  of  the  Pol^l^.    HoW  theh  could  thi^  be  done  ifiore  ef* 
fe^uaMy  than  by  d^'  ot-iglna)  procefsi  on  which  the  laW  is 
queilion  liad  been  made  ?  The  £tft  objed  was  to  fecure  jthtf 
iMmbersdf  the  Houfe.    This  was  fo  Contrived^  ahd,  in  hil 
Mhd,  with  admirable  wifdoAi,  that  the  f^jtnefS  and  jufticeof 
gemSemen  efe6led  £hottld  appear,  befpre  any  tUogf  concern^ 
V6;,,  XVm,  C  ing 
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'in^  the  interefls  of  the  Public  w^re  committed  to  their  d€H 
cmoiu    He  taw,  on  the  whole,  much  good  and  fome  few 
;  exceptionable  things  in  the  fyftem  held  forth.     He  would 
not  encroach  on  the  time  of  the  Houie  to  fpecify  thei'e ;  but 
be  could  not  help  attending  to  that  which  went  to  the  reco- 
'  vering  cods  of  fuit,  which  he  had  often  thought  indifpenfa- 
bly  necefTary)  as  enormous  expences  were  oiten  accrued  by 
individuals  tor  very  frivolous  excufes*     An  end  put  tt)  fuch 
abufes  as  thefe  was  earneilly  defired  by  every  gentleman  who 
.  had  fteoy  as  he  had  done,  in  very  many  inftances,  the  infinite 
txpiichief  and  inconvenience  to  which  it  led. 
The  toti  .     The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  (Mn  J.  Campbell)  thought 
^^*?    .the  Houfe  and  the  Public  at  large  under  great  obligations  to 
tthe  right, honourable  gentleman  who,  with  fo  much  propriety, 
in  every  refpedl,  had  brought  forward  this  bufmefs.     He 
-would,  however,  fubmit  it  to  the  confideration  of  gentle- 
.tnen,  how  far  it  would  be  expedient  to  interfere  with  tlie 
original  prefcription  in  the  bill,  concerning  the  number  of 
which  thqfe  Committees  were  compofed.     In  many,  very 
jnany  cafes,,  indeed,  the  fubje<5ts  of  inveftigation  were  ex- 
ceedingly intricate  and  involved*     This,  during  the  time  in 
iwbicb  he  had  fat  jn  one  of  thefe  Committees,  fo  literally 
happened,  that  notwithftanding  the  habits  of  the  profeiCon 
-in  which  he  had  been  bred  and  lived,  but  for  the  Counfel 
^hat  were  prefent,  he  fhould  often  not  have  known  what  he 
was  about.    The  laws  in  the  two  countries,  however  fimilar 
in  their  radical  principles  and  praSical  aims,  the  ftudy  and 
profeffion  in  the  ufage  of  the  Courts,  and  a  variety  of  other 
circumftances,  were  undoubtedly  extremely  diiE^rent,  How- 
ever,  fo  far  ^s  he  could  judge,  there  hardly  could  be  any 
fuppofed  cafe  in  which  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  laws  of 
the  land,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  eledlion,  was  fo  abfolutely 
neceflary  as  in  thofe  Committees;  and  as  it  ipight  always  be 
prefumed  that  a  great  many  men  of  the  profeiSon  would 
have  a  feat  in  the  Houfe,  the  larger  the  number  was,  any 
difficulty  of  this  kind  was  the  more  likely  to  meet  with  a 
ready  folution.     He  wished,  he  faid,  to  fuggefl  an  idea  on 
this  fubje£t,  on  which,  however,  he  w^as  not  earnefl*     In 
cafes  01  difficulty  about  a  legal  point,  might  not  the  Com- 
mittee  beneficially  have  the  power  to  refer  to  the  Judges  for 
their  opinion?  His  Lord/hip  coincided  wit)i  thofe  who  wiilied 
t}iat  claufe  which  author!  fed  nominees  to  undergo  a  very  tho- 
ir&ugh  examination*    There  was  not,  in  his  mind,  another  in 
the  bill  which  was  liable  to  fo  much  abufe,  or  which  ren- 
dered* 
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dered  the  duty  of  individuals  more  delicate*  For  his  own 
part,  it  was  of  all  others  a  fituation  he  fhould  like  the  leaA, 
as  it  was  calculated  to  excite  embarraflment,  ;lnd  excite  fen-* 
timents  which,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  ought  by  ^H  means 
whatever  to  be  fupprefled.  The  very  inftitution,  as  it  ftruck 
him,  fuppofed  a  jealoufy  in  thofe  with  whom  the  choice  of  . 
the  nominees  lay,  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  engaged  by 
oath  to  decide  impartially  on  the  evidencie;  which  mould  be 
fubmitted  to  their  attention.  It  was  a  breach  of  tlie  origi- 
nal fyftem,  which  tended,  in  his  opinion,  to  infpire  the  par- 
ties, who  were  at  iffue,  with  a  prejudice  againft  the  Jury, 
who.  were  to  give  vferdift  on  the  caufe ;  and  he  trufted  fome 
mode  would  be  devifed  in  the  bill  propoled  for  the  redrefs  of 
fttch  a  grievance. 

Mn  /K  Stanhope  regretted,  that  among  all  the  regulations  Mr.  w. 
which  he  had  heard  propofed,  there  was  none  which,  in  any  ^^•»kop*» 
degree,  aife^^d  the  attendance  of  lawyers  on  thejTe  Com- 
mittees ;  for  he  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  effeiitially  ftbm 
the  honourable  gentleman  (the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland)  • 
on  that  particular/    He  had  long  thought,  and  it  was,  he  . 
believed,  a  pretty  general  opinion,  that  the  cafes  of  eleftions 
were  not  made  more  cledr,  but  more  intricate  and  tedious, 
the  more  lawyers  there  were  in  the  Committee,  whether  as 
connfeliors  or  as  members ;  a  variety  of  votes,  which  every 
plain,  honeft  raaii  could  decide,  without  heAtation  or  diffi- 
culty, by  the  fophiilry  of  the  bar  were  often  wrought  up 
into  fuch  a  cloud  of  learned  obfcurity,  that  lawyers  ortly 
could  underftand.    On  this  account  efpecially,  and  alfo  on 
aecount  of  the  expence  occafloned  by  Counfel,  he  was  forry 
that  fome  propofition  to  thatefFedl  had  not  been  dated;  per- 
haps one  Gouhfellor  might,  in  fome  Committees,   be,  On 
fome  particular  knotty  points,  neceflary;   but  he  was  fe- 
riouflyof  opinion,  that  in  all  Committees,  and  on  all  occa-  . 
fions,  one  alone  was  neceflary ;  and  he  hoped,  in  the  new 
regulations  which  were  moved  this  evening)  a  claufe  to  this 
import  would  have  a  place.     For  his  own  part,  hb  had  al- 
ways been  of  opinion,  that  no  other  aA  in  the  Legiflature 
had  brought  fo  much  employment  to  gentlemen  of  the  long 
robe  as  this  had  done*     He  could  afflire  the  Houfe,  and  he 
thought  it  was  a  fadl  which  merited  their  attention,  that  the 
Grenville  a£l  hsld  already  pdt  above  an  hundred  thoufand  . 
pounds  in  the  lawyers'  pockets ;  and  he  was  ftill  at  a  lofs  to 
learn  what  the  general  intereft  of  elefiion  was  the  better  for 
taking  fo  much  nfoney  from  the  members  of  Parliament, 

-C  a  and 


la 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A.  1785. 


f 


aad  givii^  it  to  the  geaticmcn  of  the  long  robe;  cor  did  ht 
believe  the  Houfe  was  one  jot  the  more  indepeiHlent  for  ha- 
ving that  hundred  thouland  pounds  taken  out  of  their  poc- 
keU,  He  faid  he  ^proved  of  the  noble  Lord's  idea  of  redu- 
cing Committees  in  number  of  members  to  eleven,  inafratKh 
as  there  would  then  be  fewer  to  afk  tjueftions;  for,  he  ob' 
fervcd,  it  was  generally  a  rule  for  the  whole  fifteen  to  go  re- 
gularly through  with  a  witiiefs,  each  of  them  examining  him 
one  after  another,  fo  that,  by  that  means,  one  witneu  was 
not  done  with  in  a  day. 
The  Seen-  ■  The  Secretary  at  fVar  (Sir  George  Yonge)  owned  himlelf 
urjitWu.  (Q  jjj^yg  jj^j,  always  an  admirer  of  the  GrenviUe  afl;  and 
it  would  not  be  djficujt  tp  point  out  an  infinite  variety  of 
advantages  which  it  had  already  produced.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  brought  forward  ^e  prefsnt  quef- 
tion,  had  offered  his  regalaiidns  to  the  con<Gderation  of  the 
Houfe  with  a  candour  and  diffidence  which  did  him  honour; 
and  he  ^as  fure  everything  hut  dlfrefped  would  be  con£dei^ 
e^  as  the  motive  on  which  he  would  prefume  to  bint  a  difie- 
lence.  on  any  of  the  great  points  which  he  had  flated  with 
lb  much  propriety.  But  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the 
ptincipte  of  the  bill  ought  to  have  been  preferved  inviolate. 
He  knew  not  but  the  fame,  or  fimllar  inconveniences,  might 
reCuIt  from  the  regulatiom  which,  were  to  put  an  end  to  thofe 
which  had  already  been  experienced  from  the  operation  of  this 
falutary  bill.  He  was  exceedingly  delirous  that  feme  other 
mode  might  be  adopted  for  removing  the  difficulty  thus  genc- 
lally  acknowledged,  than  any  interference  with  a  principle 
which  he  conceived  not  only  highly  conltitntional,  but  a  pe- 
culiar guard  of  the  Conftii;utIoD, 
Hr.  W.  A,  ■  Mr.  AficbMl-jfngelo  TayUr  rofe  chiefly  to  oppole  the  doc- 
Tijlei.  trine  which  had  bean.hel4  out  concerning  lawyers.  Me:  beg- 
ged gentlemen  would  cofifider  how  various  and  complicated 
the  cdfes  often  were  whJch  occurred  on  thefe  occaTtons,  aad 
how  much  it  dcpendt^  on  the  legality  of  a  found  decifieii. 
He  was  fatisfied,  fo/  his  part,  that  ik>  Counfellor  whatevn; 
was  adequate  to  me  bufmefs,  and  that  no  man  who  undei- 
Aood  its  njagnitude  would  lingly  undertake  it.  He,  for  one, 
knew  well  how  very  inndecj^uate  he  was,  and  be  beliaved  many 
of  the  profcffion  were  in  the  Tame  fituation,  and  <rf  the  fame 
■  opinion.  There  were  many  of  the  njatetial  objeds  to  which 
the  motion  went,  on  which  he  would  ba7jrd  no  opinion 
iWhatever.  Some  had  his  fincerc approbation.  Others  might 
admit  of  beJitatioB  and  difcuflion.  This  much,  however* 
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hewouki&y,  that  whatever  afie6led  the  general  principle 
of  the  bili>  ought  not  to  be  etthefr  raflily  or  prematurely* 
adopted*  That  public  bufinels  ihouid  fuperfede  a  baHot  for 
a  Committee,  he  trufted  would  never  be  the  cafe;  it  was  a 
do<^ine  at  leaft  to  which  he  was  determined  never  to  fub* 
fcribe;  he  deemed  it  dangerous  to  the  intereftsof  eleflion  in 
a  wry  eminent  degree;  and  wiflied  the  Houfe  might  eagerly 
watch  ^ainft  any  fuch  innovation.  So  far  as  his  opinion 
went,  it  ihould  always  be  for  retaining  this  great  ftimuluo 
entice,  and  to  prevent  any  fubfequent  regulation  from  inter- 
fering with  it  in  any  meafure  whatever. 

.  Mr.  Dimffler  entered  into  this  difcuffion,  he  (aid,  with  very  Mr.  Dem^ 
great  (erioufnefs,  as  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  fubjed  of  the**""* 
greateft  moment.  He  had  been  witnefs  to  the  ftate  of  elec- 
tions beforethe  prefent  meafure,  and  the  cafe  of  a  petitionei*^ 
then  was  deplorable.  He  was  obliged  to  knuckle  in  a'man«>  - 
ner  unworthy  of  a  gentleman,  whether  his  place  was  right 
or  wrongs  in  order  that  he  might  get  the  Houfe  into  good 
humour,  or  that  he  /night  obtain  fijch  a  majority  as  to  fecure-' 
him  a  favourable  decilion.  Therefore  it  was,  that  thebill  had 
been  originally  brought  forward,  and  though  it  had  many 
difficnltidi  to  combat  in  its  progrefs,  it  fooit  proved  fattsfao- 
tory  in  its  operations  to  every  one:  and  he  owned  himfelf  not 
aiittle  forry  indeed,  to  hear  the  fmalleft  intention  of  inter- 
meddling, in  any  refpedt  M^hatever,  with  what,  in  his  mind, 
cenftituted  t)ie  great  operative  principle  of  the  bill.  He 
ccttld  name  ibme  of  the  moft  refpe£Vable  afiemblies,  in  which 
aU  buiinefs  ftood  fufpended,  till  the  powers  of  the  court, 
and  the  authority  of  every  individual  member  was  inquired 
into.  This  ho  prefumed  to  be  a  leading  principle  in  the 
cteitittitipn  of  every  court;  and  he  fliould  be  forry  to  fee 
thofe  cousts  whidi  were  fo  intimately  connefted  with  the- 
interefts  of  eledion,  diveiled  of  it.  It  was,  in  his  opinion, 
the  prefiure  01  urgency  of  public  bufmefs,  which  gave  the 
law  moft  of  its  energy;  and  why  fhould  not  the  reprefenta- 
tioQ  Qf  the  people  be  as  complete  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
^ould  admit,  before  the  public  buiinefs  could  proceed,  or  at 
leaft,  before  any  thing  could  be  admitted  which  ihould  tend 
to  defeat  the  intention  of  the  a£t  in  quedion.  He  afked 
wihere  the  fault  lay?  It  did  not  lie  in  the  bill,  which,  in  bis 
opinion,  provided  for  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs.  He. 
was  forry  to  oblerve,  that  the  impediment  was  in  the  lazinefs 
and  want  of  attention  in  members  to  their  duty ;  a  defeft 
wiiich  he  Wj^  afraid  would  not  be  the  fooner  remedied  by  the 
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obvious  de{ire  which  prevailed  to  accommodate  the  fequifi- 
ttons  of  their  fituation  to  their  difpofltioiis,  rather  than  to 
accommodate  their  difpoiitions  to  their  duty«  He  touched  . 
on  feveral  of  the  points  propofi^d,  and  paid  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate of  Scotland  many  high  compliments;  but  trufted 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  forward  the  bufinefs/ 
Would  not  imagine  by  what  he  had  faid,  that  he '  wifhed  to 
oppofe  him :  the  truth  was,  he  had  the  fuioereft  refpeA  for 
the  bill,  and  fhould  be  forry  to  fee  any  othef  interfering  with 
the  fubje£^,  which  he  thought  fo  well  became  him.  He  had 
ftated  his  fentiments  merely  from  the  many  advantages  which 
he  thought  the  original  meafure  had  produced,  and  might 
Hill  produce. 

.  Mr^  Stanhepe  rofe  10  explain,  and  ftated  one  or  two  ludi^ 
crous  cafes  in  which  lawyers  had  abufed  the  confidence  placed 
in  them  on  fuch  occafions. 

Ifr.Powyi.  Mr.  P(m/ys  rofe  merely  to  recal  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  queftion  before  them.  Gentlemen,  he  faid,  by  attach- 
ing their  remarks  to  the  points  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  ftated  in  a  fummary  manner,  feemed  to  have  loft 
fight  of  the  point  now  to  be  determined;  which  was,  whe- 
ther leave  was  now  to  be  given  to  bring  in  the  bill  pro-  • 
pofed  or  not.  The  merits  of  the  bill,  its  principle,  and  pro* 
viftons  would  all  come  to  be  difcujSed  in  its  progrefs  through 
the  Houfe*  There  was  not  a  doubt  but  very  ftrong  objec- 
tions would  lie  againft  many  parts  of  the  fyftem :  that  efpe- 
cjally,  which  it  feemed  to-be  principally  aimed  at,  ought  in  » 
his  mind  to  be  well  weigbrd.  He  meant,  the  objwS  of  fa- 
cilitating public  bufmefs,  which  he  hoped  might  be  done 
otherwise  than  at  the  expence  of  a  law  which  had  done  fo 
much  good,  and  for  which,  on  a  very  competent  trial,  proved 
itfi^lf  an  adequate  remedy.  He  was  on  that  account,  rather 
forry,  that  a  noble  Lord  fliould  have  diljcovered  fo  much 
harflmefs  in  the  oppofition  which  he  gave:  many  va^able  ' 
regulations  had  been  fuggefted,  and  he  was  not  without 
hopes,  that  by  the  attention  and  wifdom  of  the  Houfe,  the 
plan  might  be  rendered  every  way  worthy  of  adoption. 

U.Mabon.    .  Lord  Mahon  hoped  he  had  faid  nothing  that  difcovered  any 
degree  of  harjfhnefs,  but  thought  it  the  moft  honourable  and  * 
candid  mode  of  a£ting,  fairly  to  ftate  his  opinion,  and  to 
fpecify  the  point  to  which  his  objeftion  would  be  direded. 

The  right  honourable  W.  W^  GrenvilU  owned  himfelf  much 
obliged  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  obferved  on  the  points  fub- 
mitted  by  him  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe;  and  he/ 
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hoped,  if  the*Houfe  gave  him  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill,  that 
he  might  be  allowed^  to  avail  himfeif  of  every  thing  that  had 
been  offered  to  him  from  all  fides  of  the  Houfe.  He  would 
only  obferve,  for  the  prefent,  that  it  was  by  no  means  his 
ititention  to  impede,  by  any  regulation  whatever,  the  ope- 
ration  of  the  bill,  but,  if  poflible,  at  once  to  preferve  that 
operation  and  the  progefs  of  public  bufinefs  equally  invio- 
late. 

Mr.  Sirachey  faid,  that  he  faw  no  objedHon  to  any  of  the  Mr.  Si»^ 
amendments  intended  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  ^^'^^ 
except  that  which  related  to  the  final  decifion  of  the  rights 
of  eleftion :  that  he  lat  in  the  Houfe  when  his  great  friend 
Mr.  George  Grenville,  brought  in  the  bill  now  under  conC- 
deration ;'  that  he  perfe£tly  recolle<£led  the  arguments  he  had 
urged  upon  the  particular  fubje£i  x>f  the  determination  of 
the  rights  of  elefiion;  that  he  had  faid,  the  power  of  deter- 
mining thofe  rights  ought  not  to  be  delegated  to  a  Com- 
mittee,  but  ihould  be  referved  in  the  breaft  of  the  Houfe 
alone ;  that  the  idea  fuggefled  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman now,  was  not  a  regulation,  made  neceflary  by  any 
inconvenience  (as  the  cafe  of  the  Houfe  itfelf  being  called 
upon  to  decide,  had  never  occurred  fince  the  eflablifhment  of 
thofe  Committees)  but  an  abfolute  deviation  from  one  of  the 
main  principles  of  the  original  bill  and  its  mover;  that  how- 
ever, as  the  point  in  queflion  did  not  relate  to  the  objefts 
of  the  bill  now  propofed  to  be  brought  in,  but  referred 
merely  to  the  bill  intended  for  next  feffion ;  he  did  not  'mean 
to  make  it  a  topic  of  debate  at  prefent,  but  to  fuggeft  his 
objediion,  in  order  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
might  take  it  into  confideration  before  he  fhould  bring  in  his 
bill  of  general  amendment* 

The  queflion  being  put  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  biH,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

.  The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read,  for  th«  Houfe  to 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  Mr» 
Gilbert  took  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Erfkiae  being  called  in,  and 
having  informed  the  Committee,  that  he  appeared  in  behalf 
of  the  petitioners  from  Manchefler, 

.   Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  defired  that  the  petition  from  Lan-  Mr.  Chtn. 
cafter,  on  which  counfel  had  already  been  hoard,  and  wit-  ""•'  **"*• 
nefles  examined,  might  be  read.    His  reafon  for  this  he  faid 
was,  that  the  counfel  at  the  bar  might  be  able  to  anfwer  a 
quefiion,  which  in  order  to  fave  the  Committee  a  vaft  deal 
of  ui^lefs  trouble,  he  wiihed  Xo  put  to  him,  Aamely,  bow 
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fcr  the  objefts  of  tht  petition  to  which  he  was  going 
to  fpnk,  and  the  fcope  of  the  evidence  which  he  intendea 
lo  produce,  were  of  a  difierent  tendency  {torn  that  which  the 
Houfe  was  alrtiady  in  poJleffion  of  from  the  arguments  and 
evidence  on  the  fotmer  petition. 
The  petition  being  read, 
LeniNonb  Lord  North  faid,  th^  the  queflion  was  ufelefs,  inafmucTt 
as  the  Committee  were  not  at  liberty  to  uTe  a  difcretion  rela- 
tive to  the  hearing  of  the  Counfel  for  the  petitioners,  their 
petition  having  been  referred  to  them  for  the  exprefs  purjwfe 
(^ their  hearing  counfel  and  evidence  to  it;  and  whether  the 
objects  of  the  two  petitions  were  of  an  analogous  tendency 
or  not,  they  muft  ftriflly  abiJe  by  the  order  of  the  Hoofe. 
Mr.  chaa.  Mr.  ChancelSor  Pin  faid,  that  bcfides  his  unwilJingneft 
tiUm  Pill.  iQ  preclude  any  body  of  men  whatfoever  from  any  meant 
by  which  they  might  think  themfelves  intitled  to  offer  their 
fentiiiicnts  to  the  Houfe,  or  to  deprive  the  Houfe  of  infor- 
mation or  inftrudtion  through  any  channel  in  which  it  could 
beexpe^ed;  he  alfo  felt  a  diffidence  on  the  point  in  queftion, 
from  his  inexperience  in  parliamentary  forms,  and  therefore 
requefled,  that  genllemen,  on  either  fide  of  the  Houfe,  would 
give  their  opinion  to  the  point  of  order;  there  certainly  waj 
no  member  whole  judgement  he  would  more  willingly  be  go- 
verned by  an  fuch  queflions  in  general,  than  the  noble  Lord 
who  fpoke  laft;  hot  ftili  in  this  inftance,  he  muft  venture 
to  difi«-  from  him.  The  noble  Lord,  he  obferved,  did  not 
take  upon  him  to  fay,  th:kt  there  was  any  material  difference 
in  the  objeAs  of  the  two  petitions;  but  merely,  that  whe- 
ther there  was  or  was  not,  fuch  diflerence  was  immaterial  to 
the  Gommittee,  for  at  all  events,  they  were  bound  to  hear 
the  Counfel.  This  appeared  to  him  fo  diametrically  oppolitii 
to  common  fenfe,  and  fo  derogatory  to  the  conCftency  and 
dignity  of  Parliament,  that  he  could  not  imagine  the  idea 
of  the  noble  Lord  on  the  fubjefl  to  he  well  founded.  He 
wilhed  to  know  whether  h  was  intended  that  the  Houfe 
ihould  underAand,  that  when  once  a  petition,  praying  to  be 
heard  by  counfel,  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  with  liberty 
to  hear  Counfel  on  it,  (hat  the  Committee  were  thereby 
bound  to  hear  Counfel,  whether  it  appeared  to  them  neceffary 
or  not.  If  this  principle  were  admitted,  it  would  frequently 
Rivelve  the  Committee  in  a  very  difagreeable  predicament, 
by  fiibjefling  it  to  a  repetition  of  fimilar  arguments,  on  fimilaf 
topics,  and  thereby  create  a  very  dangerous  and  fatal  delay' 
in  proceedings  on  fubje^s  where  any  oppofition  was  made. 
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PeHbns  deCrons  of  in^ding  any  public  oieafure  wotild^  iin« 
der  this  principle,  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  come 
feparately  to  the  Houfe  with  feparate  petitions,  all  of  the 
fame  tendency,  and  calculated  to  promote  the  iame  interefts^- 
and  by  that  means,  day  after  day,  the  Committee  muft  fit 
to  hear  arguments  and  evidence  fqlely  calculated  for  the  pur« 
pofes  of  procraftination,  without  affording  any  new  light 
upon  the  matter  before  them.  It  was  not  has  wtfh  to  adhere 
very  ftridlly  to  his  own  fentiments  on  the  fubjedt,  with 
lefycSt  to  the  prefent  occafion,  provided  that  it  could  be 
got  over  without  a  manifeft  outrage  on  the  ruks  of  the 
Houfe  and  the  decorum  of  its  proce^ings*  There  were  two 
things  neceflary  to  be  confidered,  firft,  the  principle,  whe* 
ther  the  Committee  were  fo  efie^ually  tied  up  by  the  order  . 
of  the  Houfe,  as  that  they  could  not,  on  any  the  ftrongeft 
grounds,  avoid  hearing  the  coiinfel;  if  this  wereanfwered 
in  the  negative^  then  certainly  they  ought  to  put  the  queftioa 
to  counTel,  not,  whether  the  interefts  that  he  came  to  fup* 
port  were  of  a  different  nature  from  thofe  which  had  been 
the  grounds  of  the  former  petitions,  but  in  what  they  differ- 
ed; and  if  there  appeared  to  the  Committee,  to  be  fuch  an 
identity  between  both,  as  to  afford  no  profpedk  of  new  mat- 
ter coming  forward,  to  refufe  hearing  him*  If,  on  the  con*, 
trarv;  the  principle  were  admitted,  that  the  Conmiittee  were 
ftrl^y  bound  by  the  order,  and  precluded  from  the  exercife 
of  a  difcretion,  whether  they  ihould  hear  the  counfel  or  not^ 
then  they  had  another  method  of  avoiding  the  ufelefs  and 
humiliating  delay  of  hearing  reiterated  arguments,  if  thev 
found  that  fuch  were  likely  to  be  impofed  on  them,  which 
was  by  poilponing  the  hcs&ring  until  the  meeting  of  thm 
Houfe ;  when,  on  reprefehting  the  cafe,  the  order  might  be 
refcinded  on  motion :  on  this  iubje£l  he  fhould  be  glad  to  hear 
the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord*  The  fecond  confiderationy 
after  determining  the  principle,  related  to  the  fadl,  whether 
the  interefts  were  or  were  not  different ;  and  this  could  only 
be  known  from  the  counfel,  he  being  fuppofed  to  be  heft  ac- 

Suainted  with  the  concerns  of  his  clients*  For  his  own  part^ 
e  confeiled  that  he  did  not  fee  any  great  grounds  of  diverfity 
in  the  cafes  of  the  two  claflesof  the  petitioners;  the  prefent 
principally  condfling  of  the  fuftian  manufacturers,  and  the 
former  of  thofe  of  callicoes  and  cottons;  which  branches  he 
conceived  to  be  fo  nearly  allied  to  each  other,  as  to  require 
great  cafuiftry  to  point  out  fo  ftrong  a  diffimilarity  of  inte- 
refts as  to  warrant  a  feparate  hearing*  He  faid  he  had  takea 
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up  this  idea  not  fo  much  with  a  view  to  thi  cale  inimedigtely- 
befeiv  the  Cooiniittee,  as  to  put  gentlemen  on  their  ?uard 
againft  bringing  themfelves  into  (he  fame  predicament,  m  the 
progrels  of  a  butinefs,  which  from  its  own  nature^  would  ac- 
ceflarily  be  attended  with  a  great  deal  of  prolixity. 
Nortk.       I^rd  North  laid,  that  though  he  certain!  j  had  not  afferted 
that  the  interefts  of  the  two  claffes  of  petitioncn  were  fepa- 
rate,  yet  he  was  ftill  farther  fiom  faying,  tliat  th^y  wcte  not 
fo,  for  he  believed  the  contrary.     Nor  had  he  argued,  th.at 
all   petitioners  whatfoever    were  entitled   to  |«   heard   by 
their  conufe),    for  no    other  teafon,    but  merely  be^anfe 
they  required  it ;  fofar  from  it,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion, 
not  only  that  the  Houfe  haci  a  fiill  power  to  reje£t  that  part 
of  the  prayer  of  every  petition,  v*ich  related  to  the  hearing 
of  counfel,  if  it  thought  proper,  but  that  t;hQ  Houfe  ought 
to  do  fo  on  evsry  occa&on  where  it  had  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  heaqng  'would  only  !eid  to  a  repetition  of  former  argu- 
ments oa  the  fame  fubjedl, 
.  jenk.      Mr.  ytxkinfan  thought  the  Committee  oijght  to  confider 
HI.         what  precedents  were  to  be  found  on  the  hibjefi,  and  in- 
ftanced  the  praSice  of  that  refpeft^le  Committee  confti- 
tuted  by  Mt.  Cirenville?B  bill.     TTicre  were  frequently  two 
or  more  petitions  to  be  determined  by  that  Committee,  but 
the  parties  were  not  allowed  to  bring  feparate  (oanrel  tp  the 
fiune  tails  or  cafes.     Where  an  evident  diverfity  of  interefts 
vas  pointed  out,  then  they  were  permitted  to  feparate  their 
cafs  from  that  of  the  other  petitioners;  and  this  principle  ho 
thought  ought  certainly  to  be  adopted  by  all  other  Com- 
mittees whatfoever,  as  the  only  means  of  preventing  that 
afelefs  repetition  of  argument,  which  was  fo  naturally  to  be 
apprehended  in  the  prefent  inllance. 
K  Steel*.      Mr.  StetU  obferved,  that  the  noble  Lord  (North)  oppofit* 
had  not  yet  anfwered  the  queftion  of  his  riglit  honotirable 
friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  whether,  in  cafe  it 
appeared  by  the  confeffion  of  the  counfel  at  the  bar  that  the 
objed  of  his-argumcHt  was  exaiftly  parallel  to  what  had  al- 
ready been  offered  to  the  Committee,  there  was  no  method, 
agreeable  to  parliamentary  form,  by  which  the  Committee 
might  extricate  themfelves  from  a  fituacion  fo  abfurd  and  fo 
difgraceful  ? 
mtNorth,      Lord  }iorth  faid,  that  he  knew  no  way  of  doing  it,  as  the 
Houfe  had  already  committed  the  petition  to  be  confideied 
with  the  aflillance  of  counfel.     He  faid,  the  method  to  hav« 
avoided  the  difficulty  would  have  been,  to  have  made  the  in- 
quiry 
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^Quirv  wlisn  the  petition  was  firft  brought  int^  tb&Hopf%»aMd 
.  Dytne  result  of  that  inquiry  tol^e  determined' with  r^»rd  to 
',  the  propriety  of  referring  it  to  a  (!^ommittee|,  with  an  order  to 
'hear  coiirifelon  it,  ^ 

Mrr  EJen  Ipolce  to  the  queftion  of  the  identity  or  diverfity  Mr.  Edem 

of  intexefts  between  the  two  clailes  of  petitioners;  he  faid, 

that  there  were  no  grounds  for~  fuppofing  the  interei}s_(o 

(imilar  as  to  render  the  arguments  on  the  latter  in  any  degree 

.  a  repetition  of  thofe  on  the  former,  for  the  cotton  and  callico 

manufa£lurers  were  chiefly  employed  in  providing  for  the 

home  confumption,  whereas  thofe  concerned  in  th^  fuftian 

^  trade  dealt  principally  in  exportation*     He  coincided  in  what 

'  feemed  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the  former  fpeakers,  that 

'.it  was  by  no  means  incumbent  on  the  Hpufe  to  hfar  more 

fthan  one  bar  of  counfel  to  the  fame  argument;  but  that  n9t 

.being  the  cafe  at  prefent,  certainly  the.  petition  before  theo) 

'  was  inthled  to  fupport  from  counfel,  agreeable  to  its  pr^tytrr 

.  and  to  the  order  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr*  Rofi  faid  a  few  words  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Eden  and  Loicd  Mr.  Rofe. 
.  North,  in  which  he  pointed  out  the  near  alliance  betweeii  Ae 
. twobranches  of  manufadlure. 

Mr,  Fqx  contended,  that  the  Committee  were  bound  down  Kfr .  Foi . 

.  by  the  order  of  the  Houfe  to  hear  the  counfel,  for  that  the 

rtime  was  paft  when  the  objedlion  ought  to  have  been  taken* 

.He  :^reed,  that  if  the  objects  and  grounds  of  each  petition 

were  of  a  fimilar  nature,  that  it  would  by  no  means  be  proper 

to  infift  on  its  being  referred  to  a  Committee,  with  an  order 

to  hear  counfel  on  it*    He  faid,  that  even  were  the  Com^ 

.  tpittee  at  liberty  to  decline  hearing  counfel  on  the  fubje£t,  in 

.  confequence  of  his  admitting  a  parity  of  interefts  with  other 

petitioners,  yet  ftill  they  had  no  means  of  calling  for  fuch 

confeffion,  provided  it  was  deilred  to  be  withheld,  for  his 

learned  friend  at  the  bar  might  very  probably  anfwer,  if 

.called  upon  by  the  queftion  prOfofed,  "  that  he  was  unac- 

Siuainted  with  any  formed  petitions,  or  with  the  objeds  and 
cope  of  thern^  or  the  evidence  and  arguments  by  which  they 
had  been  fuppOTted ;  nor  could  he  confequently  pretend  to 
anfwer  whether  that  on  which  he  appeared  before  them  was  ^ 

of  a  fimilar  or  different  tendency*^ 

Mr*  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Eden  J^'-^p*^' 
relative  to  the  difference  between  the  export  and  the  home  ^^ 
•tfrade,  by  obferving,  that  the  Irifli  Propofitions  could  only 
TSkGt  the  home  confumption,  having  no  refpe6t  whatfoever  to 
exportation^  and  that  therefore  any  diffei^ce  arifmg  on  that 

Pa  head 
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Committees,  and  to  3&  upon  their  reports.  That  fince  Mr. 
Grenville's  bill,  he  was  aware  there  had  been  a  nuterial 
cliange  introducedi  The  learned  perfon  who  filled  the  chair 
at  the  predeceQbr  of  the  present  Speaker  had  introduced  oo- 
tious  into  the  proceedines  of  that  Houfe  that  prevailed  in 
other  plM:es,  and  upon  the  idea,  that,  con^eut  with  a  due 
adroiniftration  of  jufticf^  no  judge  could  a^  upon  fafls, 
ftated  te  be  fucb  by  other  perfone,  Mai  not  kn6wn  to  be  fach 
by  himfelf,  had  fuggej^ed  the  propriety  of  the  Houfe  placing 
no  other  confidence  in  the  fpeciaJ  reports  of  their  Com- 
mittees,  than  to  make  them  the  ground^  of  ioqairios,  aad  of 
exaininations  at  their  bar.  Hence  much  long  proceeding  haA 
originatedt  which  to  him  appeared  to  be  wholly  Dniieoeiliiry 
and  {uperBuous.  The  Committee  chofen  by  ballot  adteil 
upon  oath,  and  examined  tipon  oath;  he  was  willingf  there- 
fore, to  rely  on  their  report;  and  fuch  was  his  attachment 
to  antiept  uiage,  that  fie  jsilhed  the  Houfe  to  return  to  it, 
and  to  proceed  in  the  manner  his  right  honourable  friend  had 
advifed, 
lT,B»k(.,  Mr.  Surie  faid»  he  agreed  perfe<9Iy  with  the  right  ho' 
Dourable  gentleman,  that  it  was  right  to  conform  to  ancient 
.ufage,  but  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  uled  a 
word  of  a  finguTar  nature;  he  had  advifed  the  Houfe  to  rt~ 
turn  to  their  ancient  ulage.  Now  the  utgc  was  the  prafticc 
that  had  laft  obtained.  The  returning  to  ancient  ufage,  there- 
fore, imphed,  that,  there  had  been  an  innovation,  and  t^e  only 
interpretation  he  could  give  it  was,  the  compuing  it  to  the 
old  proverb — "  the  dog  rtUtrni  to  his  vomit.  It  Teemed  there- 
fore that  the  Houfe  had  vomitted  up  fome  Aiode  of  proceed- 
ing that  fat  ill  upon  its  ftom:ich ;  and  now  it  was  advifed  to 
fwallow  and  digeft  that  mode  of  proceeding  a^n.  The 
propriety  of  this  advice  he  did  not  admit.     1  he  honourable 

?;eutleiDan  had  complained  of  the  introdufUon  of  notions 
rom  el ber  places ;  a  pretty  mode  of  expreffing  the  introduc- 
tion of  legal  forms,  the  oeA  fecurities  for  a  due  adminillra- 
tion  of  juliice!  Mr,  Burke  ridiculed  Mr.  Jenlcinfon's  argu- 
ment, and  contended,  that  the  ufage  of  the  Houle  was  the 
praflice  laft  adopted,  which  was  not  to  pafs  fentence  with- 
out having  heard  the  evidence,  not  to  condemn  and  poniHi  in. 
a  criminal  way  upon  the  report  of  others,  however  refpec- 
tahle  they  might  be,  and  however  much  entitled  to  confi- 
dence, 
jf.  ch»B-  Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
din  Put.  Houfe,  when  the  bill  was  introduced  tclative  to  the  disfran- 

chtfemenE 
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cl)i{ement  of  certain  eledlors  of  the  borough  of  CricHade, .  ' 
might  be  read' from  the  journals.     It  was  read  accordingly, 
and  it  proved  that  the  Houfe  had  in  that  cafe  founded  pro- 
ceedings full  as  important  as  thofe  now  recommended  by  Mr. 
Grepville,  on  the  credit,  they  gavp  a  report  of  thejr  ^left;; 
Committee.     Mr.  Pi^t  advifed  the  Houfe  to  place  fo'  much'j 
confidence  in  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  their  own,  who 
had  ^ried  a  petitida  l|>ecialiy  referred  to  tbemi  and  which  had', 
been  fpeciauy  heard,  as  to  make  it  the  ground  of  their  pro- 
ceeding, thq  length  of  ordering  th(s  returning  officer  to  the- 
bar  to  he  heard  in  Ms  defence. 

hotd  North  fupported  Mn  Burke,  and  thought  the  Houfe  ^^«  Ncrth. 
could  not  confcientioufly  proceed  to  puniih  without  being 
thepifelves  apprfzed  of  the  fa<Sb  whi^b  called  for  punl/hmenc* 
His  Lordlhip  ftated,  that  before  Mr,  GrenviUe^s  bill,  the  j 

Houfe'  trufted  to  the  reports  of  their  Committees,  b^aufe  « 
they  were  reports   of  Committees   of  the  whole  Boufe^ 
maae  to  the  Houfe  at  large;  confequently  they  were  nothing 
more  than  reports  fipm  the  Houfe  in  one  form,  to  the  Houfe' 
ihajibthen 

Mr*  Burh  infified  upon  it,  that  the  determining  the  right  Mr.  Borkcw 
to  the  feat  was  the  civil  pa^t  of  the  jurifdlAion,  the  punijfh- 
njient  of  returning  officers  the  criminal  part,  and  therefore 
left  with  the  Houfe  by  the  z&»  To  aflume  the  right  to  both 
wasrtb  confound  the  legiilative  and  judicial  fun£tioi)S  contrary 
to  the.exprefs  words  o?  the  exifting  a&  of  Parliament,  ^r.' 
Burke  ended  his  fpeech  with  empathically  declaring. he ha4 
fpoken  eternal  reafon,  and  not  the  mere  fentiments  of  a  pri* 
vate  individual.  What  he  had  faid  therefore  coiild  not  be 
contradidled, 

Mr,  Jenklnfin  faid  lie  would  not  prefume  to  declare  hin^t^lf  Mr- Jerkin- 
the  oracle  of  eternal  reafon,  but  he  ipoke  upon  the  expe-  ^®*"* 
rierice  of  twenty-five  years,  which  he  had  Ikt  in  that  Houfcji 
and  upop  xht  authority  of  (ome  of  the  greateft  chara£lers  that 
had  ever  been  entitled  to  a  feat  within  thofe  walls,  when  he 
contended  that  the  Reports  of  Committees  were  grounds  for. 
the  Hoilfe  to  proceed  upon  without  farther  invdtigation,— ^ 
Mr,  Jenkjnfon  denied  that  before  Me.  Grenville^s  bill' elec- 
tions Were  tried  by  Committees  of  the  whole  Houfe  f  on  the*" 
contrary,  he  faid,  they  were  tried  by  Special  Committee^  - 
and  thofe  Coiiimittees  were  open,  fo  that  any  member  whor  • 
chofe  to  attend  might  be  prefent,  but  it  was  an  awSl  of  yolkioil' 
with  them.     Mr,  Jenkinfon  compared  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittees to  a  bill  found  by  a  grand  jury.    It  only  ferved  to 
put  the  returning  officer  on  lus  defence. 

Lord 
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14.  Hartb.  Lord  North  Taid,  if  that  were  all,  there  was  nogreat  hann 
in  it,  becaufe  the  Houfe  being  the  pettj  jury,  diey  would 
have  to  try  the  caufc ;  but  though  lie  did  not  wiib  to  be  lu- 
dicrous on  the  fubje<£t,  the  ^irguaient  of  his  right  honourable 
friend  reminded  him  of  what  was  £ud  by  the  cooiUble  in  the 
plaj,  "  You  are  proved  already  to  be  a  falfe  knave,  and  it 
•*  win  go  near  to  be  thought  fo  fhortly."  [Much  Ado  about 
Nothing,  A&  IV.3  Hii  LordJhip  declared,  he  was  glad  to 
hear  that  it  was  intended  to  veft  the  Committees  with  a 
power  to  punilh  returning  officers,  by  the  new  bill,  to  ex- 
plain and  amend  the  aSt  of  Mr.  Grenville.  He  thought  the 
Committee  infinitely  a  better  tribunal  than  the  Houle,  to  go 
through  the  whole  buCnefs  of  trying  elc6Uons,  and  proceed^ 
itig  upon  them  finally. 
Mr.  MiT.  Mr.  Mar/ham  exprefled  his  fatisfa£lion  at  hearing  tbJs,  de- 
*•*'  daring  himfelf  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  bill.  Mr.  Marfham 

was  of  opinion  with  Lord  North  and  Mr.  £urke,  that  the 
Houfe  could  not  confiftently  proceed  to  puniih,    without 
themfelves  going  into  an  examination  of  the  charge. 
Mt.  Pnltt-      Mr.  Pulttney  uated  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  a 
*^  fufficient  ground  to  proceed  upon  in  this  as  well  as  in  other 

cafes.     Mr.  Pulteney  reminded  the  Houfe  that  reports  of 
Committees  were  deemed  final  and  conclufivT  in  all  private 
bills,  and  that  in  a  variety  of  cafes,  the  Houfe  proceeded 
folely  upon  the  fa£ls  Hated  in  the  reports  of  their  Commit- 
f  ees  above  Hairs. 
Mr.  Peter        Mr.  Peter  Jahnflotu  Hated,  that  there  had  been  a  difference 
jahaAoiie.  gf  opinion  in  the  Committee,  and  that  the  returning  officer's 
counfel  had  not  attended  all  through  the  fitting  of  the  Com- 
mittee,  but  had  abandoned  them,  before  any  part  of  the  cri- 
minal charge  againft  the  returning  officer  was  gone  into. 
Mr,  cbM-        Mr.  Ch^ceTlor  Pitt  faid,  he  fliould  lay  that  out  of  the  cafe 
EdiarPiit.  entirely;  becaufe,  if  it  proved  any  thing,  it  told  againll  the 
officer ;  fince  abandoning  his  defence,  was,  in  his  opmion,  an 
admiJIion  of  criminality.     Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  laid,  l^ere 
was  nothing  mote  in  the  prefent  proportion,  than  in  a  motion 
to  ihew  caufc  why  judgement  (hould   not  proceed.     The 
report  of  the  Committee  was  a  verdid  of  Guilty,  and  the 
propoled  order  for  the  returning    officer  to  attenfl,  was  ati 
order  for  him  to  Ihcw  caufe  why  judgement  (hould  not  pafs. 
If  by  new  matter  he  could  refute  the  charge,  or  extenuate 
his  criminality ;  in  the  one  cafe.  It  would  go  to  the  extent  of 
arreftiiig  judgement ;  in  the  other,  of  mitigating  puoilhment. 
1  Mr. 
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Mr.  Middlcton,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  W.  Grenville,  Mr4 
Fox,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr.  Baftacd,  Mr* 
Eden,  Mr.  Dundas,  Sir  William  Dolben,  Mr.  Orde^  Lord 
Beauchamp,  and  others,  fpoke.  At  length,  it  was  agreed  to 
adjourn  thebufinefs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  and  faid  he  could  not  avoid  in-  Mr.  Chiuu 
temipting  the  order  of  the  day  to  call  the  attention  of  the**"******* 
Houfe  to  a  fubjedl  of  the  higheft  importance ;  for  the  prelent 
he  ihould  only  more,  <<  That  an  account  of  the  net  produce 
**  of  the  taxes  for  the  quarters  ending  on  the  5th  of  January 
•*  1 784  and  1785,  and  alfo  of  thofe  ending  on  the  5th  of  April 
«  1784  and  1785,  fliould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe."  His 
mtentlon  in  this  motion,  he  faid,  was,  that  gentlemen  might 
receive  fuch  Information  as  would  be  neceflary  towards  their 
forming  an  adequate  idea  on  a  fubjedl,  which  was  neareft  to 
his  heart,  and  which  he  hoped  would  make  an  equal  im- 
preilion  on  every  other  gentleman.  He  flattered  himfelf,  the 
Public  would  fee,  from  thofe  papers,  that  the  opinions  thrown 
out,  and  fo  induftrioufly  inculcated  by  fome  fpeculatifts  on 
the  fubjedlof  our  finances,  were  the  offspring  of  gloomy  des- 
pondency, or  perhaps  fome  worfe  motives.  That  fo  far  from 
affording  any  fentiments  of  apprehenfion  or  defpair,  the  ftate 
of  the  national  revenues  and  refources  furniflied  a  very  flat- 
tering profpedl,  not  only  of  anfwering  every  demand  for  the 
peace  eftablijftiment,  but  of  creating  an  effediive  and  fubftan- 
ftial  overplus  for  the  purpofe  of  a  finking  fund :  this  overplus, 
he  had  hopes,  might,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  revenue,  be 
made  to  amount  to  at  leaft  one  million ;  by  means  of  which 
it  might  reafonably  be  expefted  that  the  national  debt  would 
be  gradually  paid  off,  in  fuch  proportions  as  the  Public  would 
foon  and  fenfibly  feel  the  benefit  of.  He  laid,  that  his  mo- 
tive for  fingling  out  thofe  quarters  was^  that  the  Houfe  might 
thereby  fee  that  the  profperity  of  the  nation  had  been  in  a 
progreffive  ftate  ever  fince  the  new  meafures  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual collection  of  the  revenue  had  been  adopted ;  for,  firfl 
it  would  appear,  that  not  only*  the  quarter  ending  January  5 
of  this  year,  was  more '  productive  tlian  the  correlponding 
quarter  of  the  laft  year,  but  that  the  laft  quarter  ending  the 
5th  of  this  month,  was  infinitely  more  fo  than  the  preceding 
quarter  ;  ia.the  former  inftance  by  a  fum  of  350,000!.  in  the 
flatter  by  a  fum  of  between  6  and  700,0001.  He  ftated  that 
the  intereft  of  the  public  debt  (when  the  whole  of  it  (hall 
have  been  funded  and  provided  for)  together  with  the  pro- 
bable expence  of  the  peace  eftablifliment,  would  amount  to 
about  14,400,000!. 

Vol.  XVni.  E  The 


,;1:-'  I 


3,ot6,ooo 
£.  5,804,000 


2,585,000 
2,198,000 


.  if- 4.783.0 
e  lait  lix  monl 


PARLIAMENTARY 

The  (let  produce  of  the  taxes  for  the 
quarter  ending  jth  of  January  1785,  waj 
Ditto  for  the  quarter  ending  5th  April 

The  produce  of  the  two  correfponding 
quarters  in  the  preceding  year  wai  to  the  5th 
of  January  1784         —  —  — 

To5th  April  1784         —  — 


3.000 
The  produce  therefore  of  the  taxes  in  the  !aff  fix  months 
was  above  a  million  more  than  their  produce  in  the  cor- 
refponding fix  months  of  the  preceding  year;  and  the  pro- 
duce of  the  fingle  quarter,  ending  the  5lii  of  April  laft,  was 
nearly  870,0001.  more  than  that  of  the  correfponding  quarter 
1784.  In' this  fum,  fays  he,  are  included  about  1 90^000  !•  the 
produce  of  the  taxes  laid  on  tlie  lad  yearj  the  remaining  fum 
of  68o,oooi.  is  the  increafed  produce  of  the  taxes  which 
fubfificd  previous  to  the  laft  feflion.  It  is  likewife  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  produce  of  the  cufloms  in  the  laft  quarter 
was  confiderably  more  than  double  their  produce  in  the  cor- 
'  refponding  quarter  of  the  laA  year.  This  great  increafe  of 
the  revenue  muii  in  a  great  lueafure  be  owing  to  the  many  re- 
gulations which  had  been  ellahliOicd  within  fome  months 
paft,  and  principally  to  thofe  bills  which  he  introduced 
into  Parliament  lail  year,  for  the  prevention  of  fmugchng. 
The  effe£l  of  thefe  regulations,  exclufive  of  the  amltance 
which  the  revenue  might  receive  from  others  of  a  fimilar  na- 
ture, encouraged  us  to  entertain  a  well-grounded  hope,  not 
only  that  the  income  of  the  country  might  become  equal  to 
the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  our  national  debt,  and  the  ex- 
'  pences  of  the  peace  cftablifhment,  but  that  it  might  afford  a 
confiderabJe  furplus  for  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt. 
For  let  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  two  next  quarters  produced  each 
the  fame  fum,  which  the  lafl  quarters  did,  the  income  of  the 
year,  ending  Michaelmas  1785,  would  then  lland  thus : 

Quarter  ending  January  5,  1785  —  2,738,000 

Ditto  April  5,  —  3,oo6,oc30 

The  two  remaining  quarters  —  6,132,000 

£.  11,936,000 


To  this  fum  mufl:  be  added  the  produce  of 
the  land  tax,  and  annual  malt  tax 


—  2,450,000 

£.  14,386,000 
This 
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This  produce  of  all  the  taxes  was  fuiEcient  for  the  rntereft 
of  the  public  debt,  both  funded  and  unfunded,  and  for  the  ex« 
peaces  of  the  peace  eflablffhment. 

But  if  we  looked  beyond  the  prefent  year,  and  efliroated  our 
annual  income  by  the  laft  quarter,  it  would  fland  thus  : 

Annual  produce  of  taxes        —  —         12,264,000 

Add  produce  of  land  and  malt  tax  .    2,450,000 

£.  14,714,000 

which  leaves  a  furplus  of  300,000 1,  a  year  towards  the  dif* 
charge  of  the  national  debt. 

But  if  we  fuppofe,  fays  he,  that  the  produceof  the  two  remain- 
ing quarters  of  the  prefent  year  bears  the  fame  proportion  to 
the  produce  of  tbofe  already  pafled,  which  the  correfponding 
quarters  of  the  laft  year  did  to  each  other,  the  amount  of  the 
taices  of  this  year  will  be  i2,6oo,oool.  To  this,  as  before, 
muft  be  addea  for  the  land  tax  and  annual  malt  tax  2,450,000 1«  * 
and  our  whole  indlme  will  be  15,050,0001.  which  leaves 
650,0001.  furplus  for  the  Sinking  Fund. 

If  the  two  remaining  quarters  bear  the  fame  proportion  to 
the  laft  quarters,  which  thefe  quarters  did  to  each  other  in 
the  preceding  year,  the  produce  of  all  the  taxes  will  be 
16^246,0001.  which  leaves  a  furplus  of  1,840,0001.  for  3 
Sinking  Fund. 

The  produce  of  all  the  taxes,  exclufive  of  the  land  and 
malt  tax,  for  the  year  ending  Michaelmas  1784,  was 
1 0,400,000  L  the  increafe  of  the  revenue  this  year  upon  the 
moft  unfavourable  calculation  will  be  a  million  and  a  hal^ 
there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  it  will  be  confiderably 
more. 

From  the  above  ftatements  it  appears  that  there  is  the 
flrongeft  reafon  to  hope,  t^at  next  year  a  real  Sinking  Fund  for 
the  aSual  difcharge  of  the  national  debt  will  be  eftabliihed,  and 
that  this  falutary  meafure  may  be  adopted  with  the  addition 
only  of  thofe  few  taxes,  which  may  be  neceflary  for  the  froall 
loan  of  the  prefent  year,  and  for  Uie*  funding  the  remaining 
part  of  the  unfunded  debt^ 

In  the  above  account,  the  produce  of  the  new  Houfe  Duty 
is  not  included,  as  none  of  it  has  yet  been  received  :  this  dutv 
cannot  amount  to  lefs  than  500,0001.  a  year,  which  muft 
more  than  counterbalance  any  accidental  diminution  which 
there  pnay  be  in  any  of  the  taxes  in  a  fubfequent  quarter. 

E  a  He 
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He  here  took  an  opportunity  of  obferving  that  the  new 
taxes  which  had  been  laid  on  in  the  laft  feffion  xSoried  fiich 
a  promife  of  being  produftive  as  he  was  fure  would  malts 
the  Houfe  feel  pene£*Iy  fatisfied  in  the  choice  that  had  baen 
made  of  them ;  and  he  requefted  gentlemen  to  proceed  with 
a  degree  of  vigour,  which  the  profpedt  of  fuccefs  might  al- 
ways give  rife  to,  in  their  eiRirts  towards  eftabliJhing  the 
finances  of  the  country  on  fuch  a  footing,  as,  by  providing 
ibme  well-regulated  planofdiminiftiing  the  public  debt,  would 
rellore  her  to  a  degree  of  credit  which  could  alone  procure 
her  the  rank  to  which  flic  was  entitled  among  the  nations  of 
the  world. 

Mr.  Sheridan  tcok  notice  of  the  very  great  fallibility  of  ge- 
neral and  loofe  calculations  in  matters  ot  finance,  and  feemed 
to  think  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  relied  too  much 
on  grounds,  that  would,  when  examined  minutely,  be  found 
to  fail  him.  To  multiply  by  four,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  was 
certainly  no  very  difficult  mode  of  calculation,  but  hecould 
not  conceive  that  the  laft  quarter's  amount  of  the  produce  of 
the  taxes  could  fairly  be  ftated  to  be  a  criterion,  by  which  it 
could  be  decided  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  certainty,  what 
the  produce  of  the  taxes  would  be  upon  the  Midfummer  and 
the  Michaelmas  quarters  of  the  prefent  year.  He  declared, 
he  believed,  that  upon  inquiry  it  would  be  found  that  the 
whole  year's  produce  of  feveral  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman 5  taxes  of  the  laft  feffion  had  been  paid  in  the  courfe 
'  of  the  laft  quarter,  which  would  naturaUy  caufe  the  amount 
of  that  quarter's  produce  to  fwsll  in  its  fize,  and  exceed  in  a 
pretty  confiderable  degree  the  produce  of  the  preceding  quar- 
ters. The  taxes  he  aUuded  to,  were,  he  faid,  the  hat  licenfe 
tax,  the  houfe  tax,  the  game  licenfes  and  deputations,  and 
feveral  other  of  laft  year's  taxes,  that  were  to  be  paid  in  a 
round  fum  once  every  year.  From  the  manner  in  which  the 
right  hononr^le  gentleman  had  ftatedhis  computation  of  the 
probable  amount  of  the  whole  produce  of  the  four  quarters 
of  the  prefent  year's  taxes,  the  Houfe  might  poffibly  be  de< 
ceived  into  a  belief  that  there  was  not  any  deficiency  in  the 
produce  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  taxes  of  the  laft 
^ear,  and  that  they  would  really  bring  the  fum  for  which 
they  had  V,een  given,  viz.  900,000!.  This,  however,  he 
had  good  reafon  to  believe,  was  by  no  means  likely  to  turn 
out  to  be  the  ia& ;  on  the  cemtrary,  he  was  induced  to  ima- 
gine that  the  produce  would  iall  ihort  of  900,000!.   in  the 
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grofs  fom  bf  400,oooL  The  right  honourable  gentletnan,  b# 
obfetved^had  dated,  that  I90,oool*  was  to  be  aedu(^ed  froagi 
the  three.millions  und  iixty*ilx  thoufand  poands,  the  amount 
of  the  pnoduce  of  the  taxes  for  the  quarter,  ending  April  5, 
X  785,  the  produce  of  the  taxes  of  the  laft  feflion  for  that  quar- 
ter. Admittfog,  therefore,  for  the  fake  <^  argument,  ioo,oooK 
would' be  the  produce  of  the  other  quarters  on  the  iaoie  ao 
count)  flill  the  aggregate  would  fall  coniiderably  fhort  of 
9OO,oQ0i.  Buthe  muft  go  farther,  and  contend,  that  fo  laige 
a  fum  as  i90,cxx:>I.  was  not  likely  to  be  produced  by  the  taxes 
of  1 785,  upon  each  of  the  two  quarters  to  come,  and  that 
for  the  reafon  he  bad  already  ftated,  viz.  becaufe  the  whole 
7ear's  amount  of  feveral  of  the  taxes  of  the  laft  year  had 
been  paid  in  the  courfeof  the  paft  quarter.  As  the  right  ho?* 
nourable  gentleman  had  declared,  the  Houfe  couM  not  have 
too  much  information  00  the-fubjefl  be£Dre  them,  Mr*  Shc^ 
ridan  (aid,  he  flxQuld  move  lor  an  account  of  the  produce  of 
all  the  taxes  of  the  laft  year»  by  which  alone  the  Houfe  could 
determ'me,  how  fair  thctr  amount  fell  fliort  of  the  fum  for 
whidrthey  had  been-givdv  and  how  far  the  inftnuation,  that 
the  right  honourable :  gentleman's  taxes  were  more  unex* 
ceptionai  and  efficient  than  thofe  of  other  financiers  was 
founded* 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  difdaimed  any  intention  of  making  Mr.  Cha«^ 
invidious  comparifons  or  allufions  afie£ling  former  Minifters;  ^^^^^t  P^^. 
he  had  only  fpoken  generally  of  the  merit  of  the  taxes  of  the 
laft  year,  and  that  was  the  way  be  ihouU  always  coofider  any 
tax  whatfoever ;  not  with  a  view  to  the  Minifter  who  intro- 
duced it,  J)ut  folely  regarding  and  examining  its  falutary  eftedts 
with  refpedt  to  the  Public.  He  faid,  that  he  was  by  no  means 
fore  on  the  fubjeft  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
hinted  at,  relative  to  a  too  violent  thirft  for  popularity  lead  • 
ing  him  afide  in  the  proiecution  of  his  duty ;  he  was  willing 
to  abide  by  the  general  completion  of  his  minifierial  condua 
for  a  refutation  of  fuch  a  chai^,from  which  he  flattered  bim- 
felf  it  would  appear,  that  although  he  had,  perhaps,  ihewn  a 
W](h  to  earn  popularity,  by  the  beft  endeavours  in  his  power, 
for  the  public  benefit,  he  had  never  attempted  to  purchaie  it 
at  the  expenceof  his  official  duty.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  miftak^n  him,  in  fuppofing,  that  he  had  included  the 
amount  of  the  new  taxes,  in  his  calculation  of  the  fuperiority 
of  the  laft  quarter's  income,  above  the  former  quarters;  thofe 
had  already  brought  in  a  fum  of  i90,ocx>l.  which,  together 
with  other  fums,  one  of  60,000 1.  the  other  of  40,000  L  which 
had  been  received  from  the  deficiencies  of  former  accounts,  he 
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had  omitted.  The  honourahte  gentlenun,  he  faid,  was  alfe 
midaken  in  imagining  that  the  whole  of  the  new  taxes  for  the 
prcfent  year  were  already  recei»e<l>  in  one  grofs  fum.  Thij 
was  by  no  means  the  cafe  with  refpeaft  to  the  hat  duty,  which 
afibrded  a  perpetually  accruing  income;  and  he  alfo  believed, 
that  in  the  duty  refpedling  game  qOahticationi,  he  had  every 
reafon  to  expefl  that  it  would  be  found,  nheo  fuch  regula- 
tions as  every  new  arrangement  tnuft  from  time  to  time  be 
found  to  want,  fhould  be  applied,  it  would  become  confiden- 
bly  more  produdlive  than  it  had  yet  been. 

li.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  a  great  deal  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  given  him  pleafure ;  but  the  light 
honouraiile  gentleman  maff  allow  him  to  fay,  that  feverjl 
furts  of  his  fpeech  had  not  fo  well  pleafed  him.  Mr.  Fox 
then  went  into  an  examination  of  the  distent  roedtams  of 
computation  taken  by  Mr.  Pitt,  in  order  to  get  at  the  proba- 
ble produce  of  the  taxes  upon  the  four  quarters  of  the  year. 
Themofl  fanguineof  allheiepiobatedas  beyond  all  expe^a- 
tioo,  and  the  medium  the  right  bonourable  gentleman  had 
laid  he  himfelf  relied  on  moft,  viz.  the  amount  of  the  qaarter 
ending  April  5,  1785,  he  declared  he  thought  fufficiently  fan- 
guine;  but  even  taking  it  by  that  medium,  the  utmoU  pro- 
duce 10  be  expefted  being  only  e^ual  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  peace  eftablifhment,  there  would  then  remain  one  mil- 
lion for  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  raifed  by  impoCng  new  taxes, 
and  new  taxes  upon  the  public-— 

It.  Cbia.      Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  interrupted  Mr.  Fox,  fdr  the  fake  of 

'""'  ""•  fetting  him  right.  The  million  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  Mr. 
Pitt  faid,  he  included  in  the  fifteen  millions  and  a  half, 
flating  the  peace  ellablifhment  at  no  more  than  i4,500,OOOL 

(r.Fpi.  Mr.  Fax  faid,  he  was  exceedingly  happy  to  be  fet  right,  for 
he  certainly  had  millakcn  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
He  was  glad  to  find,  that  the  million  for  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  included  within  the  tifteen  millions  and  a  half;  he 
wilhed,  however,  to  caution  the  Houfe  againft  relying  too 
much  on  fanguinc  calculations,  founded  on  mere  fpeculation. 
Either  extreme,  in  matters  of  fuch  moment,  was  to  be  avoided 
equally.  Thofe  who  were  inclined  to  defpond,  werenottobe 
relied  on,  bccaufe  a  defponding  financier  would  do  nothing.; 
and  thofe  who  were  too  fanguine  fhould  be  watched  carefully, 
becaufe  they  were  likely  to  a£l  injudicioufly.  He  wifhed 
therefore  that  the  Houfe  would  avoid  both,  and  he  flattered 
himfelf  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  trull  for 
his  million  for  the  Sinking  Fund  to  any  fanguine  hopes  of  the 
future  quarter's  produce  b;ing  equal  to  the  laft,  or  likely  to  ex- 
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ceed  itj  but  that  he  would  truft  to  experience,  to  what  was 
Iblid  and  certain,  the  former  produce  of  the  taxes.     Let  him 
lecure  his  million  for  the  Sinking  Fund  beyond  the  pofBbility 
of  failure,  and  let  his  expe£tations  of  increafe  upon  the  fu- 
ture produce  of  the  taxes  go  in  aid  of  that  million.     Mr. 
Fox  faid,  he  thanked  God  that  whatever  difference  of  opinion 
there  was  on  other  fubjefts,  all  parties  were  agreed  in  the 
opinioiy  of  the  neceffity  of  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  when  he  faid  this,  he  did  not  ufe  the  word  credit 
merely  in  its  particular  fenfe,  but  in  its  great  and  general  im« 
port,  as  that  which  made  Great  Britain  refpeftable- among  the 
other  powers  of  Europe.     There  was  not,  he  faid^  a  reafon- 
able  and  thinking  Prince  in  Europe,  nor  a  wife  minifter  in 
any  cabinet  in  Europe,  that  had  not  his  eyes  upon  the  ilate 
of  our  nation^  debt,  and  the  ftateof  our  Sinking  Fund.    It 
was  therefore  of  the.highefl  national  importance  that  fome 
aieans,  that  could  be  depended  upon,  fhould  be  reforted  to» 
to  create  and  cherifh  a  finking  fund  for  the  purpo(e  of  dimi« 
niihing  the  debt  of  the  nation.    Nor  ought  any  time  to  be 
loft  in  a  bufinefs  of  fo  much  importance:  peace  was  the  time 
the  heft  adapted  to  it,  but  already  near  three  years  had  elapfed, 
not  indeed  fince  we  had  been  at  peace^  but  unce  it  had  been 
known  that  the  war  was  di:awing  to  its  conclufipn ;  and  when 
it  was  confidered  how  Jlow  and  how  fmall  the  progrefs  always 
was  in  paying  06F and  diminifhing  the  debt ;  and,  on  the  other 
band,  how  rapidly  we  went  down  the  hill  agairr,  and  increafed 
its  amount  when  a  war  b^an,  or  even  in  the  year  immedi- 
ately preparatory  to  a  war,  every  man  muft  feel  the  neceility 
for  ufinc;  ail  poilible  difpatdi,  and  of  making  the  capital  of  the 
fund  as  Targe  as  poffible ;  a  million  a  year  appeared  to  him  to 
be  too  little  to  £xpe£l  much  good  from,  the  few  years  of 
peace  this  country  enjoyed  taken  into  the  confideration. 
With  regard  to  the  taxes  of  the  laft  year,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he 
thought  there  was  no  ground  for  blame  on  that  occafion ;  in- 
deed ne  was  glad,  that  in  all  the  various  adminift rations  the 
fame  thing  had  uniformly  happened,  and  that  each  of  them 
had  experienced.it,  becaufe  it  muft  ferve  as  a  general  proof  of 
the  fallacy  of  loofe  computation,  and  of  the  extreme  necef- 
fity of  joining  their  exertions  in  fupport  of  the  national  credit ; 
a  fubjeft  upon  which,  he  verily  believed,  every  late  admi- 
niftration,  and  every  late  financier,  had  been  in  earneft,  and 
the  one  not  more  fincere  and  zealous  than  the  other,  whether 
the  party  alluded  to  were  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband, 
the  noble  Lord  who  a£led  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
while  he  bad  the  honour  to  be  in  Admiqiftration,  or  the  righ^  , 
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rtfque  comtnent^-'oti  particuhrs  whidi^  had  not  feenr'btit^ 
he  would  enter  iiitothe  exaitiination  of  it  with  a  moft  anxious 
wifli  to  find  thstt  it  would  realise  to  the  eoui^tuy,  and  to  the 
creditors  of  the  country 9  the  iromfortable  profpe<^  of  an  effi-*^ 
cient  finking  fund.  In  the  neafa  time,  he  muft  obferve  upon 
the  totah  Kated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that 
though  they  afforded  much  caufe  of  congratulation  primA 
facie  to  the  PuUit:,  it  would  be  unwif^  and  unmanly  not  to 
look  more  clofely  to  the  fair  refult  of  even  the  moft  profpe- 
rous  of  the  ftatements.  The  quarter  ending  at  Lady-day 
was  reporttsd  to  give  a  net  produce  of  above  three  millions  ; 
he  would  for  the  prefent  wave  all  doubts  refpedling  the  rilque 
of  taking  a  quarter,  which  happened  to  be  peculiarly  high^ 
in  order  toeftimate  the  regular  proportion  of  the  revenue :  he 
tvould  not  alfo  for  the  prefent  inquire  what  branch  of  the 
tuftoHis  or  excife  had  particularly  increafed,  or  whether  there 
was  any  fufficient  ground  to  expedl  that  the  fubfequent  quar- 
ters would  be  equally  high :  he  would,  for  the  fake  of  argu- 
ment^ admit  the  whole  in  the  moft  flattering  extent,  and  con* 
fequently  that  the  net  produce  of  all  the  taxes,  including 
thofe  of  1784,  would  for  the  future  be  3,025,000!.  per  quar- 
ter; or  i2,ioo,ocol.  a  year.  To  this  he  would  add  2,400,000!. 
for  the  annual  land  and  malt,  making  in  the  whole  a  national 
revenue  of  14,500,000!.  According  to  this  ftatement,  the 
revenue  would  then  only  equalize  the  expenditure ;  for  it  had 
been  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  annual  peace  expenditure 
might  be  eftimated  at  fourteen  millions  and  a  half:  indeed  it 
ceuld  nor  reafonably  be  taken  at  lefs ;  for  the  intereft  and 
charges  of  ttie  national  debt  were^^  at  leaft,  nine  millions ; 
and  when  added  to  the  fum  appropriated  for  the  Civil  Lift,  - 
might  be  called  ten  millions.  The  army,  navy,  and  ord- 
tiance,  together  with  the  half  pay,  Chelfea,  and  long  lift  of 
Sundries  annually  voted,  would  make  a  farther  fam  of  four 
millions  and  a  half;  and  confequently,  unlefs  his  laft  lift 
could  be  diminished,  there  remained,  under  the  admiflionof  9 
very  dilputable  calculation,  i)p  favourable  balance  whatever. 
If  on  the  other  hand  that  calculation  fliould  prove  fallacious, 
the  profpedt  was  gloomy,  and  fuch  as  would  require  much 
wifdom,  much  firmnefs,  and  much  tamper,  in  Parliament,  in 
Minifters,  and  in  the  People  at  large.  He  concluded,  how- 
ever, as  he  began,  with  thinking  it  highly  meritorious  to  bring 
the  matter  forward,  and  to  furni/h  fufficient  materials  for  its 
due  inveftigation. 

Mr.  Dempjier  rofe  to  put  two  queftions  to  the  Chancellor  Mr.  Dem^ 
of  the  Exchequer.    The  one  was,  whether  it  was  the  right  **'• 
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hononraUe  |;mtieni«i's,inteiiuoD  to  begin..upen  his  fcKcnM, 
and  apprquiite  a  milUoti  this  year,  of  ntx  to  begin  it  till  the 
next  year.  The  achef  point  was,  .whether  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  meant  to  fecure  hii  Sinking  Fund  from  being 
diverted  to  a  nrong  piupofc,  by  tndiiuting  fome  (btt  of  oocn* 
miSion  for  the  fpecial  fuperijiteridance  of  it,  and,  in  order  to 
put  it  out  of  poSibiiicy,  tbat  it  Should  be  3p[H-opriated  to  any- 
other  ohjeft  than  the  adual  dioiinutian  of  the  national  debt, 
tr.  Ch»i.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  his  idea  oxa^ly  oorrelponded 
:Um  Ptit.  fvith  that  of  the  honourable  geiltleman  witli  refi^cdt  to  the 
cftablifhment  and  u(e  of  a  Sinking  fund  :  he  (hoald  never  be 
fatisfied  with  fuch  a  fiind,  ujileb  it  w^e  fo  lociced  up,  and 
fo  Aiongty  confined  to  tlie  purpofci.of  its  invitation,  the  di- 
minution of  the  national  debt,  as  that  nothing  elfe  could  pof- 
fiUy  touch  it,  but  that  it  ihoRld  be  looked  upon  as  perfectly 
facred,  and  not  convertible  to  any  other  end  ;  and  that  for 
this  purpofe,  it  Ihould  be  put  unikr  the  moA  ei&Sual  re- 
ftraiots  that  could  pofllbly  be  ddvcfcd.  In  anfwvr  totlie  otUtr 
quellion  of  the  honouraiile  gentleman,  be  faid,  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  that  this  fund  Ihould  coatmeDce  until  next 
year,  becaufc  as  there  was  fuch  a  iiattering  profpeft  of  in* 
creaflog  profperity,  he  thought  it  better  to  defisr  it  for  one 
year  longer,  as  any  ideas  that  might  now  be  formed  on  tht 
luhjeQ,  iTOold  probably  be  materially  a%£led  by  the  favour- 
able turn  which,  by  that  time,  it  was  to  be  exp»9ed,  ailliirs 
would  have  taken,  and  that  he  thought  the  whole  of  the  bis* 
linefs  night  more  eaiily  berodueed  10  a  fyflcio after  it  Jhould 
be  fecn  how  fjr  the  revenue,  as  it  now  flood,  would,  by 
means  of  its  cxpedled  iciproveineat  and  increafe,  aclwer  tbo 
purpofe.  * 

Mr.  £>£m^n- rofe  again,  aDd  faid,  what  had  faU«n  from 
the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  had  given  him  very  great 
concern.  He  had  entertained  hopes  that  the  right  Itonoura^ 
ble  gentleman  had  deligned  to  b^in  his  fcheme  immediately. 
The  rcafon  why  he  hoped  fo  was,  his  conviftion  that  there 
was  no  time  to  be  ioH,  as  our  epeoiies  had  got  the  flart  of  us, 
France  having  already  provided  a  Sinking  Fund,  whicb,  with 
the  fums  that  would  very  Ihortiy  &11  into  it,  would  enable 
her  in  a  few  years  to  get  rid  of  the  greateft  part  of  her  na- 
tional debt.  On  this  account,  and  that  we  might  not  have 
our  eAemies  beforehand  witii  os  on  fo  important  a  point,  hft 
declared,  be  was  extremely  anxious  that  no  time  ihould  be 
loH,  nay,  he  would  even  wtdi  the  right  honourable  gentlfrr 
man  Hiould  borrow  the  million,  rather  tiian  not  begin  to 
create  the  Sinking  Futid  this  year.    The  money  to  be-raifed 
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would  be  no  mope*  than  fifty  thoufand  pounds  to  pj^  thehr- 
tereft ;  and  one  mtlUoa  a  yeat  dedicated  to  the  fole  iervice  of 
paying  off  the  national  deb(,  would,  in  fifty-four  years,  pay 
off  near  two  hundred  millions. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Phi  fold-,  that  although  there  certainly  Mr.  Chan- 
might  at  timei,  and  under  certain  circum (lances,  be  an  ad- "^*''' ***"• 
vantage  in  borrowing  at  five  per  cent,  for  the  purpofe  of  pay- 
ing off  debts,  yet  it  was  not  a  part  of  his  plan. 

The  queftion  was  put  arid  agreed  to.     , 

A  fhort  converfation  took  place  refpe<^ing  the  tranfpor^a- 
tion  of  conrifts,  but  no  motion  was  made. 

The  bill  for  raifing  a  rniKiOn  by  Exchequer  bills  was  read 
a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time.  The  order 
of  the  day  ^as  then  read  tbt  going  intt>  the  farther  confiderA* 
tion  of  that  part  of  His  Majetty*s  fpeech  that  relates  to  the 
arrangement  of  an  intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  \  upon  which  tlie  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Gilbert  took  his  feat  at  the  table.  Mr.  Erlkine  was  then 
called  to  the  bar. 

The  fpeech  of  the  honourable  James  Luttrell,  on  the  report 
of  the  Ordnance  eAimates,  containing  a  detail  of  hSts 
highly  intportant  to  the  difcuflion  of  the  queflion  of  the 
fortifications,  we  lay  before  our  readers  an  accurate  account 
of  what  he  faid.    Vide  Vol.  XVIL  page  407. 

The  honourable  James  Lutirell  (Surveyor  General  of  the  Thehon. 
Ordnance)  obferved,  that  the  Otdnance  eflimates  were  redu-  J«  Lutireii, 
ced  as  low  as  the  neceflary  fervices  for  the  year  would  admit 
of,  and  they  had  pafled  without  obje£tion  to  any  article  con- 
tained in  them  :  but  fome  diiIatisfa£tion  had  arifen  on  the  pro- 
pofed  application  of  50,000!.  granted  for  the  purpofe  of 
fecuring,  by  fortifications,  the  principal  dock  yards  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  importance  of  that  queftion  merited  the  moft  ferious 
difcuflion  and  confiderattdti  of  Parliament.  The  national 
treafure  had  been  greatly  ethaufted  by  the  late  unfortunate 
war.  -r-  CEconomy  in  all  th6  public  departments  became 
highly  expedient ;  but,  to  negleft  the  moll  eflential  prepara- 
tions for  ibe  future  fafety  of  the  kingdoni,  would  be  to  adopt 
a  ruinous,  defponding,  and  impoWic  pa^fimony,  norjuftified 
by  any  public  difafter  or  fatal  neceffity.  He  was  advetfe  to  a 
general  fyflem  pf  defending  the  kingdom  by  fortificatiorts. 
It  would  be  otily  furnifhin^  an  advantage  to  ani  invading 
enemy.  The  deftruflibn  of  a  Country  townr  or  city  could 
never  decide  the  f;ataof  the  war ;  biit  tftc  demolitiori  oif  the 
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pnnciptl  doclu  and  naval  (lorei  of  tha  kinedooi  Fonld  tknie 
at  the  very  root  of  au[  luval  power ;  ana  it  qiuU  be  of  the 
liigheft  importance  to  guard  againA  fuch  a  blow.  To  defend 
our  dock  yards  dfeftaally,  it  became  necelLiry  that  4  modcr 
rate  force  ihould  be  able  to  repel  an  enemy  till  the  flrength  of 
the  country  could  be  collc£ted;  and  this  could  only  be  ac- 
'  'Compliilied  by  fortifications.  Many  advantages,  and  no  pof- 
fible  mifchief,  conld  arife  from  fuch  a  meafure.  Veteran 
troops  only  could  be  oppofed  toveterani  in  the  open  fields, 
and  fapertor  numbers  of  the  enemy  muft  probably  fucceed ; 
but  within  forts,  militia,  feamen,  almofV  any  llout  brave  fe(- 
.lov  might  be  as  ufeful  in  the  article  of  defence  as  the  moH 
experienced  foldier.  There  is  only  a  certain  limited  time 
that  any  fortification  can  hold  out  agajnft  the  regular  ap- 
proaches of  an  army,  if  nature  affordf  no  peculiar  extraonli. 
nary  advantage,  fuch  as  the  rock  of  Gibraltar.  There  could, 
therefore,  be  no  rifk  that  an  enemyj  even  inpolTefEon  of  the 
propofed  fortifications,  coald  be  capable  of  holding  them  for 
any  confiderablc  length  of  time  agatnil  the  colleifled  force  of 
this  country  ;  but  as  3  pofleflion  for  twentv-four  hours  of  any 
fituatton,  from  whence  the  docks,  flores,  and  Ihlpptng  might 
be  deftroyed  with  red-hot  /hot  and  flicUs,  would  firike  a  fatal 
blow  at  the  nary,  furely  fuch  flrong  works  as  ihould  he  capa- 
ble of  refilHng  any  fuperioriiy  of  numbers,  for  a  certain  time, 
ought  to  be  rajfed  for  the  purpofe  of  guarding  thefc  moft  im- 
portant pofls,  that  reinforcements  might  arrive  to  repel  the 
enemy  before  any  eilential  mifchief  was  done. 

The advant:)ge£  to  the  navy  arifing  from  the  propofed  forti- 
fications would  be  extremely  great  and  important.  Thev 
would  remove  alarms  and  apprehenfions,  fuch  as  had  crampet] 
and  confined  the  employment  of  our  navy  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  lafl  war;  —  apprehenfions  then,  perhaps  iufliti. 
able  from  the  defencelefs  fiate  of  our  dock  yards.  French 
troops  would  always  be  flaiioned  oiithe  oppofite  coaft  of  the 
Channel,  if  our  wooden  tvalh  moA  anfwer  every  purpofe, 
and  Oiips  were  to  l>e  detained  to  remove  the  fears  of  invjfion. 
Such  a  mode  of  carrying  on  war  muA  be  fatal  to  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  inferior  iti  number  of  ihips  to  her  enemies,  and  Ailt 
more  inferior,  if  French  troops,  in  any  iituation,  were  fuf- 
fered  to  block  onr  fliips  up  in  their  ports,  and  thereby  vir- 
tually a^  as  an  increafe  of  (he  naval  force  we  may  have  to 
contend  with.  He  wifhed  to  give  Minificrs  no  excufe  in  fu- 
iture  for  adopting  a  fyflem  of  defisnce  fo  ruinous  and  difgracc- 
ful.  He  obferveid,  that  it  is  eafy  te  make  ufe  of  pompoi^s 
dedamAtioa,  and  to  reprefeot  Uieoavj  of  firiuiu  asinvinci- 
.  tie 
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^le  and  fuperior  to  all  the  world  in  arips ;  — -  bat  that  eapper? 
rience  had  ^aught  us  we  have  no  advantages  to  fpare,  and 
theretore  the  Jiavy  fhould  be  eafed  of  every  unneceilarjr  in-f 
cumbrance  and  check  upon  miy  of  its  operations*  We  iliould 
hope  for  the  bell ;  but  it  is  wife  to  provide  againft  the  worft 
that  cpulii  iiappen.  He  reminded  tbe  Hoafe  that,  in  the  laft 
war,  w0  employed  more  iine-of-^b^tle  ihips  and  feameo  than 
jn  the  former  glorious  one,  when  Great  Britain  blocked  her 
enemies  up  in  their  ports,  tund  carried  a  vidlorious  andtriunt* 
phant  flag  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  But  the  increafe 
of  our  enemies*  naval  ftrength  in  the  lafl  war  (exclufive  of 
America)  had  been  fuch  as  to  occailon  our  having  inferior 
fieets  abroad,  (by  whic^  we  loft  foioe  Weft-India  iflands ;) 
inferior  fleets  fit  home,  when  the  defence  of  Plymouth  and 
the  Channel  was  abandoned  :  and  when  our  fleet  relieved  Gi* 
braltar,  the  whoI&  of  the  Dutch  navy  was  l^ft  at  liberty,  for 
,liear  three  months,  either  to  annoy  the  coaft  and  trade,  or 
cover  a  landing  of  French  troops,  if  the  enemy  had  medita* 
.ted  any  fuch  expedition.  It  is,  therefore,  indifputably  true, 
•that  the  navy  had  not,  at  ail  times,  been  able  to  afford  its  / 
prote6tion  to  the  docks ',  and  every  reafonable  man  muft  agre^ 
they  ought  not  to  be  expofed  to  the  hazard  of  deflruSion, 
as  it  would  he  impoflible  to  carry  on  the  war  without  the 
.  means  to  repair  and  refit  our  ihips.  He  denied  that  any  new 
acquifition  of  force  was  likely  to  aflFord  us  greater  fuperioritj 
in  a  future  war*  The  lofs  of  America  and  other  foreign  pot- 
feiGons  had  circumfcribed  the  extent  of  our  commerce,  and 
fewer  feamen  muft  be  the  necefl[ary  confequence,  Amer^a, 
be  feared,  would  deprive  us  of  great  numbers  whenever  a  fu- 
.ture  war  iliould  break  out.  ^—  Ships  were  building  ;  but  they 
would  fcarcely  replace  thofe  worn  out,  fold,  or  broke  up.-^ 
.France  and  Spain  had  an  increafine  commerce;  a  navy  Supe- 
rior in  number  to  ours ;  improved  finances ;  a  population  that 
can  fupply  as  many  men  for  their  army  and  navy  as  they  can 
want ;  and,  by  means  of  their  regifter  for  feamen,  they  can 
always  man  tnelr  ihips  with  greater  expedition  than  we  can. 
The  Dutch  navy  is  likely  to  be  far  more  numerous  than  in 
the  laft  war;  and  continental  connexions  making  a  combi% 
nation  of  naval  ftrength  againft  us  a  much  more  probable 
event  than  any  acquifition  of  alliance  on  pur  part.  Thus 
circumftanced,  he  wiftied  the  navy  to  be  an  a£live  force* 
Early  reinforcements  muft  be  fent  abroad.  Our  foreign  pof- 
feffions  cannot  be  protected,  unlefs  we  have  in  thofe  feas  equal 
fleets  with  the  enemy.  When  we  negledled  this  policy,  we 
loft  our  iflands.    We  cannot  afford  to  do  this,  and  ^unt 
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ftiips  «ith  ihofe  Jt  BreO.  Our  home  f.p^c  mull,  at  times, 
be  very  inferior  i|>  numlwr  to  the  enemy  ;  but  it  U-ou!d  giv« 
Ihcm  no  material  aivl  important  advantage,  i  he  trade  might 
go  north  about,  put  into  Ireland,  and  devife  various  wa^i  of 
cfcaping;  and  Ihoutd  our  fleet  be  defmcd,  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  no  lofi  of  territory  ;  and  tlw  ijnir  of  alarms 
would  increafe  exertrong  both  in  the  building  and  manning 
•f  fhtpi,  fo  thnt  our  home  force  would  l>e  d.iily  increafing. 
But  the  docks  and  naval  llotes  ihould  beperfedlly  lecured.  that 
our  OiipS  may  find  lafe  ports  to  retreat  to,  and  the  certain 
tneani  to  repair  and  refit.  He  then  Jhewcd  the  prafiicabi* 
lity  of  the  «nemy  forming  an  expedition  for  the  defiru£lion  of 
ihe  docks,  AoreE,  ami  ihipping  at  Plymouth  and  Portfrnbuth, 
if  left  in  their  prefent  defencelels  ftate,  convenient  landing 
places  being  very  extcnfive,  and  unprotefted  by  any  work  ca- 
pable of  refilling  the  operations  of  twenty  thousand  n«n  ; 
tor  the  inferiority  of  our  troops,  in  point  of  number*  would 
oblige  them  to  retire  from  field  woiks  to  the  prsfent  fortifica- 
tiom,  and  tliey  might  remain  tlitre  unmolelled,  at  the  enemy, 
out  of  [each  of  our  guns,  might  take  poll  on  the  oppofiie 
4hore  to  the  docks  both  of  Portfnriouth  and  PIvmoath,  Irom 
whence  they  might  efieflualJy  deftroy  with  fbeUi  and  red-hot 
ffkot  the  docks,  ttores,  and  fliipping.  I'he  prefent  works  are 
therefore  ufelefs,  uiileft  we  complete  the  fvllem  of  circuin- 
vallation ;  for  if  one  door  of  a  houfe  be  left  wide  open,  the 
locking  and  barring  all  the  other  doors  and  windowt  cm  ne- 
ver give  fecurity. 

He  then  explained  the  ftcilityof  bringing  troths  kctoA 
the  Channel  (for  the  objeiS  of  a  coup  de  main)  compared 
with  the  vaft  preparations  and  time  it  would  employ  to  at- 
tempt the  invafton  of  a  kingdom,  or  to  fit  out  a  foreiea  dif> 
taiit  expedition.  He  fhewed,  that  two  or  three  montns  al>- 
fencc  of  the  fleet  (as  in  the  inllance  of  ielie*iiig  Gibrahar) 
or  u  navy  that  would  fuifer  the  French  fleet  to  anchor  un- 
molefted  in  our  ports  (as  in  the  inftance  of  Sir  Charl^ 
Hardy)  would  give  full  time  fufficient  for  the  neceflary  pre- 
p.irations  and  progrefs  of  an  attack  upon  the  docks.  It  he- 
*ing  an  objeifl  of  enterprize,  which  muft  be  abandoned  if  it 
did  not  fucceed  in  a  fliort  fpace  of  time,  the  enemy  would  land 
near  the  objefl  of  their  attack,  a  retreat  to  their  fhipping 
being  eafily  fecured.  The  alnrnis  at  Portfmouth  and  Ply- 
mouth, and  throughout  the  kingdom  laft  war,  fhewed  fuch 
an  attempt  was  not  thought  romantic  or  imprailicahle.  I.et 
us  then  DO  longer  ruu  tlie  ha/.ard  of  fo  f.ital  a  blow,  nor 
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be  obriged  tocrainp  the  ufe  of  the  navy;  whenever  ad  erietny    »  ; 
choofes  to  keep  up  appearances,  to  credite  alarofis  for  our 
Cafety  at  home,  while  they  are  making  e^^fy  conquefts  in.diP* 
taut  parts  of  the  empire* 

•  He  then  obferved,  that  the  conftmflkin  of  the  fort%  the 
pofis  they  are  to  occupy^  and  the  number  of  troops  neceflary 
to  defend  them,  had  refled  on  the  judgement  of  the  Mafter 
General ;  who  had  taken  great  pains^  and  being  confirmed  in 
his  opinions,  by  finding  that  hi&  idea  coincided  witl\  that  of 
many  of  our  ablefl  generals,  and  the  moil  diftingmiAied  en* 
gineers  in  the  fervice,  the  Houfe  might  either  be  latisiied 
li^on  the  ground  of  confidence  in  the  noble  Duke,,  or  adopt 
fome  £iir  and  wife  mode  of  farther  inveftigatibiu  Hednly 
hoped  they  would  not  condemn  &om-  prejudice.  He  then- 
^bf^rved,  on  the  article  of  expence,  that  great  pains  hadbeea 
taken  by  the  engineers  to  make  efllmates  which  coi^  not  be 
greatly  exceeded ;  though  it  is  impoffiUe  for  any  calcttkttloti 
to  be  perfectly  accurate*  He  altb  fiated  many  new  regula-* 
tions  of  the  &>ard,  which  efFedually  guard  the  public  money 
from:  being  laviihed  away  by  the  peribits  intnifted  td  c^nf 
the  plans  into  execution.  He  hoped-  never  to  fee  the  navy 
again  employed  merely  for  the  obje<E^  of  a  defenfive  war.  Or* 
feniive  war  he  coniidered  as  beft  fuited  to  the  genius  of  this 
nation^  and  the  only  defcription  Y)f  war  that  could  terminate 
with  advantage,  honour,  and  glory  to  Great  Britain.  Every 
sticafufe  that  led  to  this  obje£k  he  thought  worthy  the  zt* 
tention  of  Parliament.  Releafe  the  navy  from  unneceflary 
incumbrances ;  employ  it  as  an  a£):ive  force ;  and*  by  a  wife 
.^plication  of  it)  axid  the  vigour  and  exertions  of  our  officers 
anil  feannen,  the  Britiih  flag  may  again  keep  our  enemies 
in  awe,  and  give  fecurity  to  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the 
empire.  He  therefore  hoped  and  ttufted,  Parliament  would 
not,  from  ill-grounded  prejudies,  or  a  fuperficial  view  of 
the  fiibje6l,  refufe  to  allow  the  application  of  the  money 

? ranted  for  the  propofed  fortifications  at  Portfmouth  aad 
lyniouth. 


No  dehate. 


Tuefday,  April  la. 


Thurfday  April  14* 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  the 
£irther  regulation  of  the  trial  of  contravarted  eledlions. 
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Tk«  Sptt-       Mr.  CermifoU  (the  Spealier)  then  rofe,  and  faid  he  had  been 
**•  in  Parliament  at  the  time  when  the  bill,  commonly  called 

Mr.GrenviI]e'sBiIl>  was  originally  introduced.  He  thought 
it  an  honour,  as  he  was  confulted  by  the  author  of  the  bili, 
and  had  lived  to  fee  its  important  and  falutary  effefts  in  a 
variety  of  inAances.  When  he  FecoIlei£ted  the  infinite  and 
flagrant  mifchiefs  which  it  had  prevented,  and  with  what 
uniformity  it  always  had  kept  the  main  end  of  the  inilitutioa 
in  view,  he  looked  up  to  it  with  a  mixture  of  veneration  and 
rrfpeift,  which  made  him  fpeak  of  it  with  the  greatell  tender- 
nefs  and  delicacy.  If  he  had  rightly  coUeAed  the  meaning 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  introduced  the 
prefenc  bill,  bis  intention  was  merely  to  correal  certain  me- 
chanical parts  of  the  operation  of  the  original  bill,  but  by  no 
means  to  go  into  a  ccnGderation  of  its  principle,  or  topropofo 
any  riling  for  the  prefent,  that  might  afieft  it  in  any  way 
whatever,  avowedly  referving  the  confiileration  of  the  fubjeCT 
at  large  for  ;inother  feffion.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been  as 
well  to  have  rcferved  every  part  of  the  bill  till  that  period  ; 
but,  however,  the  prefent  bill  having  been  brought  in, 
there  were  two  or  three  points  in  the  operation  of  the  origi- 
nal bill,  exclulive  of  thofe  that  the  claufes  of  the  bill  up<Hi 
the  table  went  to,  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  material,  and 
to  be  fuch  as  ought  to  be  corre^ed.  Firft,  as  the  bill  flood* 
the  Houfehad  no  powerto  compel  a  party  to  abide  by  his  pe- 
tition. By  the  afl,  the  party  were  directed  to  come  with 
their  Counfel  on  the  day  of  the  ballot  to  receive  the  lift  of  the 
forty-nine  members  chofen,  and  to  retire  to  ftritce  off  till  the 
number  be  reduced  to  thirteen,  but  the  aft  had  no  claufe  ia 
it  obliging  the  petitioners  fo  to  attend.  Another  point  waa 
in  cafe  of  the  death  of  either  party,  the  petitioner,  or  the 
fitting  member,  fome  means  were  wanting  to  fecure  that  the 
eledion  ftiould  be  tried,  A  third  matter  was  dilated  by 
what  had  recently  happened,  viz.  the  want  of  fome  power 
of  adjourning,  in  cafe  the  Houfe  could  not  make  a  ballot  at 
fuch  periods  as  were  well  known  to  he  periods  when  no  pai> 
liamcntary  bufinefs  was  ufually  tranfa^led.  He  laid,  he  had 
no  delicacy  in  plainly  declaring  that  he  alluded  to  a  ,fubje£b 
of  great  inconvenience  to  himfetf  perfonally,  and  which 
could  anfwer  no  ufefiil  purpofe  whatever.  Inftead  of  the 
Houfe  being  obliged  to  continue  to  meet  out  of  mere  form, 
vnfuohoccafions,  he0iould  think  it  might  always  have  power 
to  adjourn  on  the  day  Immediately  preceding  Chriflmas.  cve^ 
Good  Friday,  and  Whit  Sunday,  for  a  week  or  ten  days. 

There 
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Thtt«  #as  another  point  that  had  been  huited  dt  by  0x6 
right  honourable  gentleman  when  he  opened  the  fubjedt  of 
his  pr^fent  bill;  and  tha^t  was,  the  providing  fnme  remedy 
for  tl^e  poffibility  of  a  Committee's  being  put  an  end  to. by 
prorogation,  after  having  perhaps  fat  a  very  confiderable 
time,  inr  confequence  of  which>  the  parties  would  have  to 
begin  iU  nov9y  the  next  fef&on,  after  having  been  put  to  a 
confiderable  deal  of  expence  and  trouble.  As  there  was  a 
poffibility>  that  fome  of  the  eledtion  Committees  might,  this 
year  be  iti  this  danger,  he  Was  of  opinion,  that  fomething 
ought  be  done  to  provide  againfl  it.  There  were,  he  faid,  two 
ways  of  meeting  it ;  either  to  let  the  Committees  continue 
fitting,  notwithftandinga  prorogation,  in  which cafeit  would 
be  necefiary  to  grant  them  the  proper  powers  by  the  pre- 
fent  bill,  with  which  they  were  not  now  fumimed,  or  to 
provide  by  f6me  claufe  or  claufes,  that  the  fame  Committer 
who  Were  diflolved  by  a  prorogation,  fhould  be  revived  in 
the  next  feffion,  and  all  their  proceedings  preferved,  fo  that 
that  they  might  refume  the  trial'  of  fuch  .election,  as  they 
might  have  been  chofen  to  try,  juft  where  they  left  off.  — 
Both  thefe  methods,  he^was  aware,  were  liable  to  objeAion;  « 
but  of  the  two,  he  thought  the"  l^ft  was  preferable.  What 
he  had  ftated,  he  faid,  was  the  whole  of  what  had  fuggefted 
itfelf  to  him  as  neceflary  to  be  done  in  addition  to  what  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  himfelf  propofed.  He  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  take  that  opportunity  of.fuggefting 
them  to  the  coiifideratioh  of  the  Committee  as  points  wor- 
thy to  be  attended  to ;  and  if  it  had  occurred  to  him,  that 
more  was  neceffary  to  be  done,  he  .would  have  mentioned  it. 

The  right  honourable  fF.  PK  Grenville  declared  himfelf  The  rigfct 
extremely  obliged  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  ^'  ^•^* 
what  he  had  faid.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  ob-    '^^^^  ** 
ferved,  had  made  a  previous  communication  to  him  of  moft 
of  the  points  to  which  he  had  fpoken,  and  he  had  in  confe- 
quence prepared  claufes  adapted  to  the  correction  of  two  of 
them,   which  he  meant  to  bring  up   in   the  Committee. 
With  regard  to  the  propofition  refpefting  a  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  he  .could  not  fay  it  by  any  means  appeated  to 
him  fit  to  be  adopted.    It  was  undoubtedly  liable  to  very 
confiderable  obje<Slion* 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  blanks,  anS 
much  converfation  enfued  about  each  of  them. 

Lord  Mahon  objeded  to  the  claufe,  by  which  it  was  in-  Lord  M»* 
tended  to  alter  the  number  of  names  from  forty-nine  to  *»«»• 
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i:iaSrt*<       Mr.  Csnatdi// (the  Speaker)  then  rofe,  and  faid  he  hai]  been 
^^'  in  Parliament  at  the  time  when  the  bill,  commonly  called 

Mr.  Grenville's BiU)  wu  originally  introduced.  He  thought 
it  an  honour,  as  he  was  confulted  by  the  author  of  the  bill, 
and  bad  lived  to  fee  its  important  and  falutary  eJFe£ts  in  a 
variety  of  inftances.  When  he  recolleif^d  the  infinite  and 
flagrant  mifchicfs  which  it  had  prevented,  and  with  what 
uniformity  it  always  had  kept  the  main  end  of  the  in  Aitution 
in  view,  he  looked  ap  to  it  with  a  roiicture  of  veneration  and 
refpeft,  which  made  him  fpeak  of  it  with  the  greateft  tcnder- 
pefs  and  delicacy.  If  he  had  rightly  coile^ed  the  meaning 
of  the  right  hononrablc  gentleman  who  liad  introduced  the 
prefeot  bill,  bis  intention  was  merely  to  corrcia  certain  me- 
chanical parts  of  the  operation  of  the  original  bill,  but  by  no 
means  to  go  into  a  confideration  of  its  principle,  or  topropofe 
any  riiing  for  the  prefent,  that  might  afied^  it  in  any  way 
whatever,  avowedly  referving  the  confideration  of  the  fubjett 
at  large  for  another  feffion.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been  as 
well  to  have  rcfcrved  every  part  of  the  bill  till  that  period; 
but,  however,  the  prefent  bill  having  been  brought  in, 
there  were  two  or  three  points  in  the  operation  of  the  origi- 
nal bill,  exclufive  of  thole  that  the  claufes  of  the  biU  upon 
the  table  went  to,  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  material,  and 
to  be  fuch  as  ought  to  be  corre&ed.  Firft,  as  the  bill  ftood^ 
the  Houfehad  no  powerto  compel  a  party  to  abide  by  his  pe- 
tition. By  the  a£l,  the  party  were  diredled  to  coitie  with 
their  Counlel  on  the  day  of  the  ballot  to  receive  the  lifl  of  the 
forty-nine  members  chofen,  and  to  retire  to  flrike  off  til)  the 
number  be  reduced  to  thirteen,  but  the  ad  had  no  claufe  ia 
it  obligirig  the  petitioners  fo  to  attend.  Another  point  was 
in  cafe  of^the  death  of  either  party,  the  petitioner,  or  the 
Jitting  member,  fome  means  were  wanting  to  fecure  that  the 
eleSion  ihould  be  tried,  A  third  matter  was  dilated  by 
what  had  recently  happened,  viz.  the  want  of  fome  power 
of  adjourning,  in  cafe  the  Houfe  could  not  make  a  ballot  at 
fuch  periods  as  were  well  known  to  he  periods  when  no  par- 
liamentary buCnefs  was  ufually  tranfafted.  He  faid,  he  had 
no  delicacy  in  plainly  declaring  that  he  alluded  to  a  fubjeft 
of  great  inconvenience  to  hirafelf  perfonally,  and  which 
could  anfwer  no  ufefiil  purpofe  whatever.  Inllead  of  the 
Houfe  being  obliged  to  continue  to  meet  out  of  mere  form, 
en  fuch  occafions,  he  0iould  think  it  might  aUvays  have  poVver 
to  adjourn  on  the  day  immediately  preceding  Chril^mas  eve^ 
Good  Friday,  and  Whit  Sunday,  for  a  week  or  ten  days. 

There 
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There  w»  another  point  that  had  been  huited  at  by  0x6 
right  honourable  gentleman  when  he  opened  the  fobjedt  of 
his  pr^fent  bill;  and  tluft  was,  the  providing  fnme  remedy 
for  tl^e  poffibility  of  a  Committee^s  being  put  an  end  to. by 
prorogation,  after  having  perhaps  fat  a  very  confiderable 
time,  in;  confequence  of  which,  the  parties  would  have  to 
begin  iU  nov9y  the  next  fef&on,  after  having  been  put  to  a 
confiderabte  deal  of  expence  and  trouble.  As  there  was  a 
poffibility,  that  feme  of  the  eledtion  Committees  might,  this 
year  be  in  this  danger,  he  Was  of  opinion,  that  fomething 
ought  be  done  to  provide  againft  it.  There  were,  he  faid,  two 
ways  of  meetine  it ;  either  to  let  the  Committees  continue 
fitting,  notwithftanduig  a  prorogation,  in  which  cafe  it  would 
be  ne^efiary  to  grant  them  the  proper  powers  by  the  pre- 
fent  bill,  with  which  they  were  not  now  fumimed,  or  to 
provide  by  f6me  claufe  or  claufes,  that  the  fame  Committer 
who  Were  didolved  Ly  a  prorogation,  fhould  be  revived  in 
the  next  feffion,  and  all  their  proceedings  preferved,  fo  that 
that  they  might  tefunie  the  trial'  of  fuch  .election,  as  they 
might  have  been  chofen  to  try,  juft  where  they  left  off.  — 
Both  thefe  methods,  he^was  aware,  were  liable  to  obje£lion;  « 
but  of  the  two,  he  thought  the'  I^ft  was  preferable.  What 
he  had  ftated,  he  faid,  was  the  whole  of  what  had  fuggefted 
itfelf  to  him  as  neceflary  to  be  done  in  addition  to  what  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  himfelf  propofed.  He  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  take  that  opportunity  offuggefting 
them  to  the  coiidderation  of  the  Committee  as  points  wor-^ 
thy  to  be  attended  to;  and  if  it  had  occurred  to  him,  that 
more  was  neceflary  to  be  done,  he  would  have  mentioned  it. 

The  right  honourable  ff.  JV.  Grenville  declared  himfelf  The  rigfct 
extremely  obliged  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  Jj*"*  ^^* 
what  he  had  faid.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  ob^    '^"^ 
ferved,  had  made  a  previous  communication  to  him  of  moft 
of  the  points  to  which  he  had  fpoken,  arid  he  had  in  confe- 
quence prepared  claufes  adapted  to  the  correction  of  two  of 
them^   which  he  meant  to  bring  up   in   the  Committee. 
With  regard  to  the  propofition  refpefting  a  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  he. could  not  fay  it  by  ai^y  means  appeated  to 
him  fit  to  be  adopted.    It  was  undoubtedly  liable  to  very 
confiderable  obje£lion« 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  pp  the  blanks,  and 
much  converiation  enfued  about  each  of  them. 

Lord  Mahon  objected  to  the  claufe,  by  which  it  was  in-  Lord  M»* 
tended  to  alter  the  number  of  names  from  forty-nine  to  *»«»• 
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fo  ftrangly  againfl  general  and  unexplained  notiMis  of 
,  their  arguments  would  not  weigh  ^inft  the  precife 
plicic  propolition  which  It  was  his  purpoTe  to  Jiibmit 
n.   .The  objeflion  to  reform,  under  the  idea  of  inno- 

wouid  not  hold  good  againft  his  fuggeftion,  for  it 
it  an  innovation  on  any  known  and  clear  principle  of 
iftitution.  Their  objeftion  to  reform,  hecaufe  it  might 
ice  habits  of  change  and  alteration,  of  which  no  man 

forefee  the  extent  or  termination,  would  be  equally 
cable  to  his  plan,  for  in  his  mind  it  would  be  complete 
lol.  In  his  mind  it  would  comprehend  all  that  a  ra- 
reformer  would  think  it  tieceHary  now  or  at  any  timo 
and  would  therefore  give  no  hcenfe  to  future  or  more 
ve  fchemes.  The  argument,  that  no  alteration  of  the 
r  of  members  compofing  theHoufe  ought  at  anytime 
fuffered — and  that  no-  reform  of  the  icprefentatitHi  in 
vas  emphatically  called  the  corrupt  parts  ought  to  be 
ilifhed  by  an  aft  of  power,  would  be  equally  inappli- 
—  for,  by  his  propofition,  he  meant  to  lay  it  down  as 
[)rinciple,  that  the  number  of  theHoufe  ought  to  remain 
ae,  and  that  the  reform  of  decayed  boroughs  ought  not 
:eed  on  disfranchifement.  This,  he  laid,  was  the  third 
made  by  him,  fince  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  iq 
nent,  to  prevail  upon  the  legillature  to  adopt  a  refonn 
reprefentation  of  the  people.  He  had  twice  failed  in 
leavours  to  effe&  this  falutary  pnrpofe,  and  yet  he  was 
couraged  from  renewing  them  this  day:  he  was  en- 
ed  by  two  circumAances  which  he  had  not  in  his  fa- 
a  the  former  occafions.  The  reform  which  be  now 
to  propofe,  was  more  confiftent  with  the  views  of 
t  and  mod  moderate  men ;  and  this  was  a  new  Houfe 
imons,  that  had  never  been  confulted  on  the  fubje£l 
rm,  and  confequcntly  had  not,  like  the  two  laA,  ne- 
.  a  propofition  made  for  introducing  it.     Therefore, 

the  fubje£V  might  be  thought  Aile  by  the  Public,  as 
Seen  fo  frequently  debated,  it  was  perfedlly  new  to  the 
of  Commons  which  he  had  then  the  honour  to  addrefs^ 
h  it  had  never  yet  been  debated. 

t  gentlemen  Hiould  have  fet  themfelves  againft  general 
qualified  notions  of  reform  he  did  not  much  wonder; 
t  they  Ihould  be  llill  more  inimical  to  the  vague,  im- 
ible,  and  inconciufive  chimeras,  which  had  been 
out  at  different  times  by  diSerent  reformers,  he  was 
inilhed.  Reverencing  the  conftitution,  and  foeling 
klT 
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all  the  pride  pf  an  EogMflxmaa  on  die  experience  oi  its  beau- 
ty, even  with  all  its  bkmiilhesy  tt  was  ao  wonder  that  gen* 
tknoen  ihould  be  alarmed  ^  (bggeftions  which  were  founded 
on  no  principle,  and  which  admitted  of  n6  limit.  But  there 
were  certain  propofitionsy  in  which  he  had  reafon^to  think 
that  all  men  nui^  coincide*  ' 

If  there  were  any  fpecific  means  of  purifying  the  ftate  of 
reprelentation  on  its  furft  principle,  without  danger  of  alter^ 
ing  the  fabric,  and  without  leaving  it  either  in  uncertainty 
or  diforder,  fuch  means  ought,  with  becoming  caution,  to  be 
ufed. 

On  this  clear  and  indifputable  proportion  it  was  that  he 
wifhed  to  go.  ,  It  was  becaufe  he  imagined  that  a  plan  might 
be  formed,  congenial  with  the  firft  principles  of  reprefen- 
tation,  which  would  reform  the  prefent  inadequate  ftate,  and  > 

provide  in  all  future  times  for  as  adequate  and  perfed  a 
ftate  of  reprefentation  as  they  colild  expert  to  arrive  at  in 
the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  country.  He  was  aware, 
when  he  fpoke  in  this  manner,*  that  the  idea  of  general  and 
complete  reprefentation,  fo  as  to  comprehend  every  indivi- 
dual, and  give  him  his  perfonal  fhare  in  the  legiflature  of  the 
country,  was  a  thing  incompatible  with  the  population  and 
ftate  of  the  kingddm.  The  ^radicable  definition  of  what 
the  popular  branch  of  our  legiflature  was  at  this  day,  he 
took  to  be  precifely  this: — ^*  An  aflembly  freely  ele<£led^ 
between  whom  and  the  mafs  of  the  people  there  was  the 
clofeft  union  and  moft  pprfeA  fympathy.**  Such  an  Houfe 
of  Commons  it  was  the  purpofe  of  the  Conftitution  origi* 
nally  to  ere&,  and  fuch  an  Houfe  of  Commons  it  was  the 
wiih  of  every  reformer  now  to  eftabliih.  Thofe  who  went 
farther — thofe  who  went  to  ideas  of  individual  reprefenta- 
tion, deluded  themfelves  with  impoiBbilities ;  and  took  the 
attention  of  the  Public  from  that  fober  and  practicable  path 
in  which  they  might  travel  f^ifely  and  with  eafe,  to  launch 
them  into  an  unbounded  fea,  wl^re  they  had  no  pilot  to  di« 
xe6k,  and  no  ftar  to  guide  them. 

Solicitous  as  he  was  of  reform, '  he  never  could  counte- 
nance vague  and  unlimited  notions*  It  was  his  wi(h  to  fee 
the  Houie  adopt  a  fober  and  practicable  fcheme,  which  ftiould 
have  for  its  bafis  the  original  principle  of  reprefentation,  and 
ihould  produce  the  ohjeSt  which  every  lover  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion muft  have  in  view,  a  Houfe  of  Commons  between  whom 
and  the  People  there  fhould  exift  the  fame  intereft  and  the 

moft 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  178^. 

nolV  perfe£l  fym[»thy  and  union.  It  was  his  pnrpofe  to  fee 
an  arrangement  made,  which,  while  it  corrected  tl^c  prelcnt 
inadequate  Aate  of  rcprefentation,  ihould  keep  it  adequate 
when  made  fo,  and  fhoiild  give  to  the  Conftituiion  purity, 
conHftency,  and,  if  pa£ble,  immortality.  Such  was  the 
/anguine  idea  which  he  entertained  from  his  projed,  and  fuch 
he  trufted  would  be  the  ftmtiment  of  the  Houfe-upon  its  ex- 
pofition.  Whatever  argument  might  be  adduced  againft  itt 
prafticability,  and  what  againll  its  expediency,  he  trufted 
that  the  old  argument  of  innovation  would  not  be  alledged. 
As  he  had  faid  it  was  not  an  innovationj^  and  he  was  fure  that 
gentlemen  would  agree  with  htm  in  this  f«itiment,  when 
they  turned  their  eyes  with  him  back  to  the  earliell  periods 
of  our  hiftory,  and  traced  the  pra£Uce  of  our  ancellors  in 
the  pureft  days. 

He  conCdcred  it  on  fuch  a  review,  as  one  of  the  mofl 
indifputable  doflrines  of  antiquity,  that  the  ftate  of  repre- 
fentati^n  wm  to  be  changed  with  the  change  of  circumflan- 
ces.  As  far  back  as  the  period  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
which  was  the  firft  time  when  they  could  trace  diftinfl  de- 
"  icriptions  of  men  in  the  reprefentation,  the  doflrine  of  change 
tvat  dearly  underflood.  The  counties  were  not  uniform; 
the  number  of  member  was  frequently  varied;  and.  from 
that  period  to  the  reign  of  Charles  IT.  there  were  few  reigns 
in  which  reprefentation  was  not  varied,  and  in  which  it  did 
not  undergo  diminutions  or  flufluations  of  feme  kind  or 
other.  Thofe  changes  v«re  owing  to  the  difcrction  which 
was  left  in  the  executive  -branches  of  the  iegiflature,  to 
fummon  or  not  to  fummon  whom  they  pleafed  to  Parliament. 
The  executive  branch  of  the  Iegiflature  was  veAed  with  this 
difcretion  on  no  other  principle,  than  that  the  places  which 
might  for  the  time  being,  have  fuch  a  {hare  in  the  general 
fcale  of  the  people,  as  ihould  entitle  them,  or  rather  fub- 
je»S  them  to  the  duty  of  fending  members  to  the  rcprefenta- 
tive  body,  might  be  appointed  to  do  fo.  In  this  very  difcre- 
tionary  power  the  principle  of  alteration  was  vifible,  and  it 
manifefled  the  original  notion  which  our  forefathers  had  of 
reprefentation  to  l>e  this ;  —  That  whereas  it  was  impoflible 
that  every  individual  of  a  populous  country  could  make 
choice  of  a  reprefentative,  the  taik  ftiould  be  committed  to  fuch 
bodies  of  men  as  might  be  collefled  together  in  communities 
In  the  feveral  diftri£ts  of  the  kingdom :  —  and  as  fuch  com- 
qnunities  muA  from  their  nature  he  fiuAuating  and  moveable, 
J  that 
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that  the  Crown  (hould  have  the  difcretion  of  pomtitig  out 
which  of  them  were  proper  from  their  fize  and  fcale  to  execute 
this  duty  for  the  reft.     Every  man  muft  acknowledge  that  to 
have  exercifed  this  difcretion  otherwife  than  fdundly,  muil 
have  been  a  high  grievance ;  and  he  needed  not  to  fay  that  if  it 
were  now  vefted  in  the  Crown,  and  th^t  minifters  might  fix 
on  fuch  places  as  they  pleafed  for  the  choice  of  members*  there 
was  not  a  man  in  England  who  would  not  coniider  the  liber- 
ties of  his  country  as  extinguiihed.     Such  difcretion,    how* 
ever,  didexift,  and  he  mentioned  it  to  fhew,  that  principles 
in  reprefentation  had  been  departed  from,  and  had  their  ex- 
iftence  no  longer.     The  argument  agatnft  change  was  an  ar- 
gument againft  the  experience  of  every  period  of  our  hiftory. 
There  had  not  been  of  late  any  addition  to  the  county  fhare 
in  the  reprefentation,  except  indeed  of  the  palatines,  of  the 
principality  of  Wales,  and  of  another  addition  which  had  been 
made  fince  the  period  at  which  it  was  common  to  fay  that 
our  Conftitution  was  fixed,  the  Revolution,  namely,  the  ad- 
dition of  all  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Scot- 
land. ' 

But  m  the  borough  reprefentation  the  changes  had  been  In- 
finitely more  common.     Gentlemen  had  undoubtedly  read^ 
that  of  the  boroughs  which  ufed  formerly  to  fend  members  to 
Parliament,  feventy-two  had  been  disfranchifed,  that  was  to 
fay,  that  the  Crown  had  ceafed  to  fummon  them  at  general 
eleflions  to  return  burgefles  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     Af- 
ter the  Reftoration,  thirty-fix  of  thefe  boroughs  petitioned 
Parliament  to  be  reftored  to  the  exercife  of  their  ancient  fran- 
chife  ; , their  prayer  was  granted ;  and  to  this  day  they  con- 
tinued to  enjoy  it.     But  the  other  thirty-fix  not  having  pre- 
iented  any  petition  on  the  fubjed,  had  not  recovered  their 
loft  iranchife.    Upon  this  he  would  be  bold  to  fay,  that  coa-> 
fidering  the  reftoration  of  the  former,  and  the  continued  de- 
privation of  the  latter,  the  fpirit  of  theConftitution  had  been 
groflly  violated,  if  it  was  true,  (but  which  he  denied)  that 
the  extenfion  to  one  fet  of  boroughs  of  the  franchife  of  re- 
turning members  to  Parliament,  and  the  refumption  of  it 
from  ethers,  was  a  violation  of  the  Conftitution :  for  if  the 
numbers  could  not  originally  have  ,been  conftitutionally  m- 
creafed,  fo  they  could  not  conftitutionally  have  been  dimi- 
niflied :  but  having  been  once  dinniniftied,  to  reftore  them 
might  by  fome  be  faid  to  make  an  innovation :  and  if*  the 
Parliament  had  any  authority  to  reftore   the  franchife,  the 
principle  of  reftoration  ought  to  have  b^n  extended  to  the 
feveuty-two  boroughs^  and  not  confined  to  one  half  of  them. 

Here 
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Here  then  it  appeared  manifeft,  that  the  whole  was  governed 
by  a  principle,  which  militated  diredly  agai/ift  (he  modern 
^oArine,  thai  do  what  had  been  conttantly  done  forages,  by 
fhe  wifell  of  our  anceftors,  was  to  innovate  upon  the  Con- 
ftitntion.  ■  The  feventy-two  boroughs  in  queAion  had  difcon- 
finued  to  retHrn  meirtbers,  becaufe  they  had  fallen  into  decay. 
Thirty-fix  of  them  afterwards  recover^  their  franchife,  when 
they  recovered  their  former  weaitti  and  population  ;  but  the 
other  thirty-fix  not  having  renovated  their  former  vigour  and 
confetjuence  in  the  State,  remained  to  this  day  deprived  of 
the  franchife  which  had  been  takt-n  from  them,  When  they 
loft  the  wealth  and  population,  on  account  of  whtdi-  they  had 
eriginally  obtained  it. 

Why  then  was  there  a  greater  objeAion  to  any  change  in 
fhe  reprefentatlon  of  certain  boroughs  now  than  there  had 
been  in  former  periods  ?  Why  were  tliey  more  facied  now 
than  the  thirty-fix  boroughs  which  had  been  disfranchifed, 
and  which  noW  had  no  fliare  in  the  reprefentatlon  of  the  coun- 
try ?  The  arguments  that  influenced  gentlemen  againd  any 
change  now,  would  have  equally  operated  againft  the  thirty^ 
fix  boroughs  which  had  fWim  time  to  tiWe  been  extinguished, 
aa  well  as  agiinft  the  fame  number,  which  having  been  abo- 
Ufhed,  were,  frora-achangeof  theircircimiftances,  reinftated 
in  their  privilege.  In  thofcearlierperiods,  fuch  was  the  no- 
tion of  reprefentatlon,  that  as  one  borough  decayed,  and 
another  arofe,  the  one  was  abolished,  and  the  other  invefted 
with  the  right ;  and  alterations  took  place  from  accident  or 
caprice,  which,  however,  fofaras  they  went,  ftood  good  and 
valid.  The  alterations  were  not  made  by  principle ;  they  did 
not  arife  from  any  fixed  rule  laid  down  and  invariaWy  pur- 
fued,  but  they  were  founded  in  that  notion  which  gave  the 
difcretionary  power  to  the  Crown,  viz.  that  the  principal 
places,  and  not  the  decayed  boroogli»i  fliould  be  called  upon 
to  exercife  the  right  of  eleflion. 

He  contended,  therefore,  that  the  fame  notion  fhould  no\* 
prevail,  but  that  it  ihould  be  refcoed  from  that  accident  and 
caprice  in  which  it  had  before  been  involved— that  the  alte- 
nition  Ihould  be  made  on  principle — and  that  ihey  fhould 
eftsbJifli  this  as  ;i  clear  and  eternal  axiom  in  repreferitati on, 
that  it  flionld  always  be  the  fame — that  it  Should  not  depend 
npon  locality  or  name,  hot  upon  number  and  condition,  and 
that  a  ftandard  Oiould  be  fixed  for  its  fiie.  He  Would  fubmit 
to  the  world  which  of  ■  the  two  were  moft  anxious  for  the 
prefervation  of  theoriginal  principle  of  the  Conflitution,  he 
who  wH  for  mtKUtaining  the  exterior  and  name  of  reprefen- 
tatlon. 
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tation,  when  the  fubdance  was  gone,  or  he  who,  preferrio^ 
the  fabflance  and  reality  of  reprefentation  to  the  name  and  cx- 
terior^  was  folicitous  of  changing  its  feat  from  one  part  of  ' 
the  country  to  another,  as  one  place  might  floorifli  and  another 
decay.  It  was  his  idea»  that  if  they  could  deduce  any  good  ' 
principles  from  theory,  and  apply  them  to  praAice,  it  was 
tlieir  duty  to  do  fo.  It  was  then  the  theory,  and  Lt  had  been 
the  pradice  in  all  times  to  adapt  the  reprefentation  to  the 
ftate  of  the  country  ;  and  this  was  exa£Uy  what  it  was  hit 
intention  to  recommend  to  the  Houfe.  Now  and  in  all  future 
time  to  adapt  the  reprefentation  to  the  ftate  of  the  country, 
was  the  idea  of  reform  which  he  entertained* 

Perhaps  gentlemen  would  be  apt  to  exclaim  that  this  9on- 
tradidted  the  declaration  with  which  he  fet  out,  viz.  that  the 
plan  which  he  meant  to  propofe  would  be  final  and  complete. 
When  they  came,  however,  to  hear  the  wjiole  of  his  idea, 
he  trufted  they  would  find  that  his  propofition  had  in  view 
'not  only  an  immediate  reform,  but  that  it  comprehended  an 
arrangement  which  muft  operate  in  all  future  time,  and  pro* 
.  vide  for  the  changes  which  in  the  nature  of  things  mull  in- 
cefTantly  arife  ip  a  country  likefirttain.     He  wilhed  to  eftab- 
li(h  a  permanent  rule  to  operate  like  the  difcretion  out  of 
which  our  prefent  Conftitution  "had  fprung.     That  difcretion 
would  oe  very  improper  to  exift  now,  though  in  ruder  times 
it  was  not  fo  dangerous  when  reprefentation  was  rather  a  bur- 
den than  a  privilege,  rather  a  duty  than  an  object  of  ambition* 
For  that  difcretion  he  was  no  advocate  ;  but  Ixe  wi(hed  to  re- 
mind gentlemen,  that  that  difcretiortary  power  had  never  been 
wrgfted  from  the  hands  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  legiila- 
ture,  and  that  to  this  day  there  exifted  but  the  a£l  of  Union 
to  prevent  the  Crown  from  adding  to  or  diminifhing  the  num- 
ber of  that  Houfe.     By  the  aft  of  Union  the  proportionate 
numbers  for  the  two  parts  of  the  kingdom  were  fixed,  and 
from  the  date  of  that  afti  but  not  till  that  ad,  the  difcretion 
of  the  Crown  was  at  an  end. 

The  argument  of  withftanding  all  reformation,  from  the 
fear  of  the  ill  confequences  that  might  enfue,  made  gei^tlemen 
come  to  a  fort  of  compromife  wi^h  themfelves.  *•  We  are 
fenfible  of  certain  defe<5ls  ;  we  feel  certain  inconveniencies  in 
^he  prefent  ftate  of  reprefentation ;  hut  fearing  that  we  may 
make  it  worfe  by  alteration,  we  will  he  cqptent  with  it  as  it 
is.**  This  was  a  fort  of  argument  to  which  he  could  net  give 
his  countenance.  If  gentlemen  had  at  all  times  been  content 
with  this  fort  of  average,  the  nation  would  have  loft  much  of 
that  excellence  of  which  our  Conftitution  now  had  to  boaft. 

Vol.  XVIII.  H  Who 
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cond  was  intended  td  eftablilh  a  rulei  by  which  the  reprefen* 
t^tioa  fhould  change  with  the  changes  of  the  country.  It  was 
the  clear  and  determined  opinion  of  every  fpeculatift)  that 
there  fhould  be  an  alteration  of  the  prefent  proportion  be- 
tween the  counties  and1>orougbs,  and  that  in  the  change,  a 
larger  proportion  of  n^embers  Inould  be  given  for  the  popu- 
lous places^  than  for  places  that  neither  had  property  nor 
people* 

It  was  tlierefore  his  intention  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  to 
provide.  That  the  members  of  a  certain  number  of  boroughs 
of  the  laft  deferiptiony  that  is,  of  boroug];)s  decayed,  fhould 
be  dlftributed  among  the  counties.    He  would  take  the  cri- 
terion, by  which  he  (hould  judge  what  boroughs  were  de« 
cayed,  from  the  number  of  houfes  ;  and  this  was  a  mode  of 
judgement  which  was  not  liable  to  error,  and  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  perfe&ly  conGftent  with  the  original  principle  of 
reprefentation.    He  fhould  propofe,  that  thefe  members  fhould 
be  transferred  to  the  counties,  beginning  with  thofe  that  flood 
in  the  greatefl  need  of  addition.     The  nature  of  fuch  a  reform 
a^  this  was  in  its  nature  limited ;  for,  if  once  the  flandard  for 
the  loweft  county  was  fixed,  the  proportion  for  all  muft  be 
the  fame,  and  it  would  be  impoffible  to  add  more  for. anyone 
county  than  for  the  refl.     In  this  view  of  the  buflneH,  he 
imagined  that  the  Houfe  would  agree  with  him  in  thinkirig 
that  there  were  about  thirty-fix  boroughs  fo  decayed,  as  to 
come  within  the  fcheme  of  fuch  an  operation.     Seventy-two 
would  therefore  be  the  number  of  members  to  be  added  to  (be 
counties  in  fuch  proportion  as  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  flfeht 
diteSt^  and  this  number  it  was  his  intention  to  propofe  Wmld 
be  fixed  and  unalterable.    The  operation  muft  be  gradual,  as 
he  intended  that  the  boroughs  fhould  be  disfranchi^d  on  their 
own  voluntary  application  to  Parliament.    Oei>tlemen  mufl 
be  aware  that  a  voluntary  application  to  Parliament  was  not 
to  be  expe£led  without  an  adequate  confideration  being  given 
to  the  boroughs ;  and  he  trufted  that  gentlemen  would  not 
Hart  at  the  idea  of  fuch  a  confideration  being  provided  for. 
A  reform  could  only  be  brought  about  by  two  means— by  an 
aA  of  power,  or  by  an  adequate  confideration  which  might 
induce  bodies  or  uidividuals  to  part  with  rights  which  they 
confidered  as  a  fpecies  of  valuable  inheritance,  or  of  perfonVil 
property*     To  a  reform  Ly  violence  he,  and  he  was  fenfible 
many  others,  had  an  infurmountablis  objection  ;  but  he  con- 
fidered a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  an  objefk 
of  fuch  value  and  importance,  that  he  did  not  hefitate  in  his 
own  mind  to  propofe  and  to  recommend  to  the  Houfe  the 

H  %  eflabliflunent 
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eAiMiftmeht  of  a  fahd  for  the  purpofe  of  pttrchafing  the 
franchife  of  fuch  boroughs  at  might  be  indaced  to  accept  «f 
it  under  the  circomftancet  which  he  had  mentioned. 

It  might  be  aflted  what  the  confideration  could  be  for  fuch 
a  franchife.  Hekne^  there  was  a  fort  of  fqueamifh  and  nrar- 
den  coyhefs  abont  the  Houfe  in  talking  on  this  fubjefl ;  they 
were  not  very  ready  to  talk  in  that  Houfe  on  what,  at  the  fame 
time  it  was  pretty  well  underftood,  out  of  doors  they  had  no 
•great  obje£tton  tooegociaie,  thepurchafc  and  the  fate  of  feats. 
But  he  would  fairly  a(k  gentlemen,  if  thefe  fortj  of  franchifts 
were  not  capable  of  being  appreciated  ?  and  whether,  not- 
withAaoding  all  the  proud  bOnl\  of  its  being  an  infuk  to  nn 
Enghfhman  to  afit  him  to  fell  his  invalaablc  franchife,  tlwre 
were  not  abundance  of  placet,  where,  without  imputing  im- 
moraliry  to  any  individual,  fuch  francliiles  might  not  be  por- 
chafed?  Could  it  not  be  proved  that  in  this  country  eAates 
fo  fituated  as  to  command  an  influence  in  a  decayed  or  depo- 
pulated borough,  and  to  have  the  power  of  returning  two 
members  to  Parliament,  fold  for  mote  money  than  they  Would 
have  done  if  fituated  in  any  other  place,  however  hixuriattc 
the  foil  might  be,  however  produSivc  its  harvefts,  nnlefs  its 
.harveds  could  occafionally  produce  a  couple  of  members,  its 
intrinfic  value  was  lefs.  There  were  many  reafons  wHy'ftien 
might  be  induced  to  furrender  this  franchife  ;  In  foibe  inftan- 
ces,  where  the  right  of  returning  members  was  attached  to 
the  poQefHon  of  an  efhite,  and  where  it  might  he  confidcrcd 
as  an  inheritance,  giving  to  the  poffeflbr  the  power  of  doing 
fo  much  good  to  his  country,  he  might  warrantahly  snd  ho- 
nonrahly  accept  of  a  valuable  confideration,  fince  by  the  ule 
of  the  equivalent  he  might  be  equally  ferviceahle  to  the  com- 
munity. In  fome  inHancei,  perfons  enjoyed  the  franchife 
in  confetjuence  of  a  life  right,  and  enjoying  it  only  for  their 
lives,  intereft  would  naturally  induce  them  to  accept  of  a 
confideration ;  others  enjoyed  it  by  a  flill  more  temporary 
tenure,  merely  by  the  circnmftance  of  local  retidence,  ahd 
to  them  therefore  it  muft  be  an  opportunity  which  they  will 
csvet  to  unbrace.  Viewing  the  matter,  therefore,  in  thefe 
points  of  view,  he  had  no  doubf,  in  his  own  mind,  but  that 
-  the  boroughs  to  which  he  alluded  would  voluntarily  forreii- 
der  their  franchife  to  Parliament  on  fuch  confideration  being 
.  given.  He  fliould  propofe  that  the  fund  to  be  <fl»b!iflit3 
uioufd  be  divided  into  two  parts,  and  that  tt<  Aiould  be  ftipu- 
Jated  that' a  larger  fom  ftiould  be  given  feriperpetaities  than 
ibr  temporary  rights.     He  had  ftated   before,  hefaid,  that 

this 
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this  operation  would  not  be  immediate,  at  leaft  to  the  full 
extent ;  but  he  had  reafon  to  believe  that  it  would  neither 
be  flow  nor  diftant. 

The  fecond  part  of  his  plan  was  to  provide,  that  after  the 
full  and  final  operation  of  the  firft  propofition,  that  is,  after 
theextinftion  of  thirty-fix  boroughs,  and  the  transference  of 
their  members  to  the  county  reprefentation,  if  there  ftill  , 
Aould  remain  any  borough  fo  ftnall  and  fo  decayed  as  to  fall 
within  the  fize  to  be  fixed  on  by  Parliament,  that  fuch  bo- 
rough ihould  ft  ill  have  it  in  its  power  to  furrender  its  fran« 
chife  on  an  adequate  confideration,  and  that  the  right  of  fend* 
ing  the  members  to  Parliament  ihould  be  transferred  to  fuch 
populous  and  flourifliing  towns  as  miglit  defire  to  enjoy  the 
right,  and  that  this  rule  fhould  remain  good,  and  operate  m 
all  future  time,  and  be  applied  to  fuch  boroughs  as  in  the 
^u^uating  ftate  of  a  manufa&uring  and  commercial  king- 
dom might  fall  into  decay  in  one  part  of  the  country,  and 
Yife  into  condition  in  another.  Thefe  propofitions,  taken  to- 
gether, comprehended  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  final  and 
complete  fyftem,  and  which  would  eafe  the  minds  of  gentb- 
men  with  refpeft  to  any  future  fcheme  of  reform  being  at- 
tempted, or  being  neceflary.  This  was  not  a  plan  of  rerorai 
cither  flu£tuating  or  changeable.  It  was  not  fubjed  to  tlie 
argument,  that  the  flirring  this  quefiion  would  lead  to  endlefs 
innovations,  and  that  when  once  involved  in  change,  there 
was  no*forcfeeing  where  we  might  flop  ;  nor  was  it  iubjeft  to 
theobje6lion  that  it  was  an  innovation ;  for  he  had  very  much 
faftcd  in  making  his  own  ideas  intelligible  to  the  Houfe,  if  he 
had  ilot  (hewn  them  that  it  was  a  plan  in  every  refpeft  conge- 
nial, not  only- with  the  firft  principle,  but  with  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  Conftitution.  .  Thefe  arguments,  therefore, 
^he  trufted,  would  not  be  brought  againft  his  plan.  The  ar- 
gument, whether  his  propofitions  were  practicable,  whether 
tliey  were  fufceptible  of  an  eafy  and  early  execution,  he  (hould 
•be  bappy  to  hear  and  to  difcufs.  But  ail  the  arguments  that 
had  from  time,  to  time  been  brought  again  ft  general  and  unex- 
plained notions,  as  they  were  not  applicable,  he  trufted  they 
•-wouid  not  be  adduced. 

He  anticipated  feveral  obje6Hons,  which,  when  the  propofi- 
tions  came  to  be  difcufled  in  the  detail,  he  fhould  be  happy 
to  meet  and  to  combat.  The  firft,  he  fuppofed,  would  be  tte 
argument  of  the  expence;  certainly  it  would. always  be  wife 
and  proper  for  that  Houfe  to  guard  againft  wild  and  chimeri- 
cal fchemes  and  fpeculations,  which  iuight  involve  their  con- 
ilituents  in  additional  burdens ;  but  he  did  not  believe  that  in 

a  mat** 
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a  matter  fo  dear  and  important  to  EngliHimen,  they  would 
be  intimidated  from  embracing  it  by  the  circumflance  of  the 
coft.  He  conceived  it  to  be  above  price :  it  was  a  thing 
which  the  psople  of  England  could  not  purchafe  too  highly. 
XiCt  gentlemen  fet  the  cjutftion  in  i's  pioper  point  of  viewi 
let  tnem  oppofe  to  the  expence,  howt\  er  grejt,  the  probable, 
and  indred  the  ahnoH  certain,  advantages  to  accrue  from  it, 
and  then  they  would  fee  how  little  the  argument  of  fficonomy 
ought  to  weigh  againft  the  purification  of  the  popular  brancti 
of  the  Legiffacure.  If  there  always  had  been  a  Houfe  of 
Commons  who  were  the  faithful  ftewards  of  the  interefls  of 
their  country,  the  diligent  checks  on  the  admin  ill  ration  of  the 
finances,  the  conllitutional  advifers  of  the  executive  branch  of 
the  Legillature,  the  fteady  and  uninfluenced  friends  of  the 
People,  he  atkrd,  if  the  burdens  which  the  conllituents  of 
that  Houfe  were  now  doomed  to  endure,  would  have  been  in- 
curred '  Would  the  People  of  England  have  fuffercd  the  cala- 
mities to  which  they  had  lately  been  made  fuhjei^  ?  And  feel- 
ing this  great  and  melancholy  truth,  would  they  confider  the 
diveflment  of  any  fum  as  an  objedl,  when,  by  doing  fo,  fuch  a 
Houfe  of  Commons  might  be  afcertained  ?  He  did  not,  there- 
fore, think  that  the  argument  of  the  expence  would  be  much 
iniifted  on,  nor  indeed  would  the  expence  be  fo  great  as,  on 
the  firft  hluJh  of  the  matter,  gentlemen  might  be  apt  to 
imagine  *. 

Another 

«  The  Rev.  Mr.  Wyrill,  Chairmati  oT  the  Yorkftire  Committee, 
.  with  whom  Mr,  Pitt  conferred  on  the  formauon  of  hi*  plan,  gate 
th«  following  "  Summvf  Explanation  of  iit  Frindpies"  at  a  public 
meeting: 

"  The  number  of  additional  reprefencatives  lathe  great  diHrifli  is 
'*  propofed  to  be  fcventf-nvo ;  for  which  the  ditfranchifcment  of  thir- 
*'  ty-fix  fmall  boroughs  woQld  be  wanted.  The  memi  by  which  To 
'*  co^fiderable  a  fuireuder  of  the  right  to  return  membcrt  to  Parlia- 
"  ment  iieipeded  lobe  obtained,  ii  certainly  adequate  to  the  end 
"  propofcd,  and  yet  in  the  view,  cither  of  cqnity  or  of  expedience, 
"  perfeflly  unexcepriDnable. 

"  It  i«  propofcd  that  a  million  of  poondi  fterling  be  fet  apart,  a»a 
"  fund  for  compenfation  to  the  boroughs  which  may  be  disfranchifcd ; 
'"  that  this  whole  fum  be  divided  into  thirty-fix  fliarcs,  of  which,  that 
"  each  borough  agreeing  to  furrender  its  eleflive  right,  and  applying, 
"  by  petition  from  two  thirds  of  ict  eleAori,  to  Parliament  for  that 
"  purpofe,  be  entitled  to  one  fhare,  to  be  diftributcd  in  due  pioportioa 
"  among  the  feveral  perfons  interelted  therein,  according  to  their  re- 
"  fpefkivc  equiubli  claims,  by  a  fpecial  Cominittec  of  the  Houfe  of 
"  Comma  ni, 
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Another  objeftion  that  he  forefaw  was,  that;  the  opeiation , 
would  be  but  gradual,  and  its  full  and  final  accomplijQiment 

at 

• 

<*  Commons,  to  he  appbimecl  in  tbe  fame  manner  as  Comn^ttees  are 
^*  appointed  to  try  the  merits'  of  contefted  ele^ions  ;  by  which,  if  any 
"  queftion.lhould  arife,  touching  the  right  of  voting,  or  whether 
'*  the  petitioners  are  adually  two  thirds  of  the  voters,  fuch  queftion 
**  ihall  be  decided  :  that  the  intereft  of  thefe  thirty-fix  ihares,  or  (er 
*'.veral  principal  fums  of  money,  be  fuffered  to  accumulate  and  b« 
^<  added  to  each  principal  fum,  until,  by  the  decifion  of  fuch  Cpm- 
'<  roitcce,  each  fum,  principal  and  intereft  included,  ihall  be  awarde^ 
**  to  fomc  fmall  boroug^h  on  its  voluntary  application  to  be  disfran* 
'**  chifed.  By  this  provifion,  the  fum  appropriated,  if  not  (arg^ 
*'  enough  at  firft  to  induce  the  decayed  boroughs  to  furrender  their  ob- 
**"  noxious  rights,  would  continually  increafc,  and  the  temptation  t* 
**  reCgn  them  would  become  utimately  irrefiftlble.  » 

"  By.  the  other  part  of  Mr.  Pitt's  fyftem  of  reformation,  a  fub» 
**  fequcnt  improvement  of  the  borough  reprefentation  would  be  alcei;- 
**  tained,  and  carried  into  execution  on  iimilar  terms  *  and,  mon^- 
**  over,  a  principle  of  future  and  perpetual  improvement  in  the  re- 
**  prefentation  of  towns  to  an  indefinite  extent  would  be  eftabliflied. 

**  When  the  reprefentation  of  the  counties  and  the  metropolis,  fhall 
**  have  been  rectified  in  the  mode  and  to  the  extent  already  defcrib^» 
''  it  is  propofcd  that  a  fecond  fum  be  fet  apart  to  induce  fuch  decayed 
*'  or  inconfidcrable  boroughs  aforefaid,  as  may  ilill  remain,  to  make 
'  '<  a  farther  furrender  of  the  right  of  elcfting  members  of  Parliament, 
^  in  order  that  fuch  right  may  be  transferred  to  the  towns  of  Bir* 
**  mingham,  Manchcfter,  and  other  large  unreprefcnted  places,  when- 
'^  ever  fuch  unreprefcnted  places  ihall  refpe£Uvely  petition  Parliament 
"  for  the  fame — Alfo,  that  the  eleflive  franchife,  exclufively  enjoyed 
*'  by  a  few  inhabitants,  members  of  the  corporate  body  in  certain  , 
*'  towns,  may  be  imparted  to  the  inhabitants,  houfeholders  of  fuch 
'*  towns,  occupying  houfes  affeiTed  to  a  certain  fmall  amount,  on  the 
"  voluntary  application  of  fuch  corporate  bodies  to  Parliament  to  fur* 
"  render  their  exclufive  privileges. 

**  The  exteniion  of  the  right  of  fuiTrage  to  many  fubftantial  houle- 
holders  in  the  metropolis,  the  unreprefented  towns,  and  thofe  towns 
where  the  right ,  of  reprefentation  is  at  prefent  exclufively  enjoyed 
by  a  few  inhabitants,  would  be  the  neceifary  confequence  of  the  fe- 
*'  veral  transfers,  and  communications  of  the  ele£iive  right  prqpofed 
*'  in  the  two  parts  of  this  fyftem.     The  admiflion  of  copyholders  to 
**  the  right  of  voting  at  county  cIe£lions,  would  form  a  ilill  greater^ 
f^  and  a  perfeAIy  unexceptionable,  addition  to  the  conftituent  body; 
**  for  which,  it  is  underilood,  that  a  feparate  bill  would  be  provided 
*'  accordingly.     Regulations  alfo  for  multiplying  the  places  of  poll 
**  in  the  counties,  for  the  better  afcertainment  of  the  right  of  voting, 
**  for  reducing  expence,  -and  pfeventine  bribery  at  ele£lions,  would  be 
**  included  as  fubfidiary  parts  of  the  ikme  fyilem." 

**  I.  £ilimat« 
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operation  would  either  be  flow  or  very  diftant :  he  had  ftated 
tQ  the  Houfe  feveral  reafons^  to  ihew  that  the  different  de- 
fcriptiqns  of  men  would  have  ^n  intereft  in  accepting  the 
iconditions  to  be  offered'by  Parliament;  and  in  the  fluftuatii^ 
ftate  of  property,  and  in  the  almoft  conftant  neccffities  of 
jixe^f  he  argued  like  a  man  of  the  world  in  (aying,  that  the 
offer  of  the  coniideration  would  from  time  to  time  be  irre- 
liAibte^  He  was  fanguine  perhaps  in  faying,  that,  before 
n^xt  Parliament)  the  benefit  of  this  plan  might  be  felt,  and 
in  the  mean  time,  this  objection  of  the  plan  bdng  gradual, 
would  be  lefs  regarded,  from  the  confidence  which  the  Peo*  ; 
pie  of  England  had  in  their  prefent  reprefentatives.  They 
would  wait  with  patience  for  the  operation  pf  this  arrange- 
inenty  from  the  confidence  which  they  had  in  the  trutK  and 
character  of  the  piefent  Parliament.  It  was  eledied  under 
circumftances  which  made  it  dear  to  Engliihmen  ;  it  had  not 
yet  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  country;  aiid  he  .was  war- 
ranted in  faying,  that,  with  fuch  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
conftituent  body  would  not  be  eager  for  the  immediate  accom- 
plifhment  of  this  reform. 

He  iaid»  that  in  the  propofed  change  of  reprefentation, 
and  in  adding  feventy-two  members  to  the  counties,  he  for- 
got in  the  proper  place  to  mention,  that  it  was  his  wifh  to 
add  to  the  number  of  the  ele£lors  in  thofe  counties.  There 
'  was  no  good  reafon  why  copyholders  ihould  not  be  admitted 
to  the  exercife  of  the  franchife  as  well  as  freeholders.  Their 
property  was  as  fecure^  and,  indeed,  in  fome  inftances,.  more 
fojthan  that  of  the  freeholders;  and  fuch  an  accefBon  to  the 
body  of  ele<£iors  would  give  an  additional  energy  to  reprefen- 
tation.  He  conceived  that  the  addition  of  feventy-two 
members  would  be  as  much  as  it  would  be  proper  to  give  to 
the  proportion  between  county  and  borough*  Thefe  feven- 
ty-two members  would  be  divided  between  the  aoonties  and 
tlie  metropolis,  as  nothing  could  be  more  evident  than  that 
the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  as  well  as  the  coun- 
ties, had  a  very  inadequate  Ihare  in  the  reprefentation  of  the 
kingdom.  To  give  to  the  counties  and  the  metropolis  a  • 
greater  addition  than  feventy-two  members,  or  thereabouts,  i 
would  be  the  means  of  introducing  diforders  into  the  election 
more  injurious  than  even  its  prefisnt  inadequacy. 

He  needed  not,  he  believed,  to  enumerate  the  arguments 
that  pxefented  themfelves  to  his  mind  in  favour  >of  a  reform* 
Every  gentleman  who  had  taken  pains  to  inyeftigate  the  fub-  - 
je£U  tnuft  fee  that  it  was  moft  materially  want^.    To  con-* 
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no  farther,  if  they  were  fure,  that  in  countenancing  the  firft 
ilep,  they  might  not  either  be  led  themfelves,  or  lead  others 
farther  than  they  intended  to  go.  So  much  they  were  apt  to 
fay  was  right-— fo  far  they  would  go— of  fuch  a  fcheme  they 
approved — but  fearing  that  it  might  be  carried  too  far,  they 
deliiled  from  doing  even  what  they  conceived  to  be  proper. 
He  deprecated  this  condi^d,  and  hoped  that  gentlemen  would 
come  to  the  conilderation  of  this  bufinefs,  without  fearing 
that  it  would  lead  to  confequences  that  woyld  cither  ruin  or 
alarm  us.  He  begged  pardon  for  having  troubled  the  Houfe 
fo  long — be  wifhed  to  put  them  in  pofleffion  of  all  his  ideas 
on  the  important  fubjefl,  though  he  was  aware,  that  until  the 
matter  came  to  be  argued  in  the  detail,  it  was  impoifible  for 
him  to  foreiee  all  the  objedions  that  might  be  fiarted.  He 
ihould  therefore  conclude  for  the  prefent  with  moving, 

"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  re- 
<*  prefentation  of  the  People  of  England  in  Parliament." 

Mr.  Duncombe  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion.     He  faid,  that  if  Mr.  Dnn- 
after  the  fenfe  of  the  People  on  the  fubjecSl  of  reform'  had  ^"^"^ 
been  fo  clearly  afcertained,  the  Minifter  had  not  come  for- 
ward and  propofed  fome  m^fure  upon  the  fubje£^,  he  muft 
have  expedled  but  a  fmall  fhare  in  future  of  that  grace  and 
confidence  at  the  hands  of  the  conftituent  body,  which  was 
in  fafl  a  Minifter's  beft  fupport.     It  was  a  new  and  intereft- 
ing  objeft,  he  faid,  to -fee  the  Minifter  of  the  Crown  ftand- 
ing  forth  in  this  zealous  and  patriotic  manner,  the  advocate 
of  the  People.     The  meafure  which  had  been  propofed  fully 
and  compleatly  met  his  ideas  and  thofe  of  his  conftituents; 
and  it  anfwered  the  folicitude  of  the  People  fo  perfedtly,  that 
he  fliould  confider  himfelf  as  highly  unworthy  of  his  fitu- 
ation,  as  one  of  their  reprefentatives,  if  he  fatisfied  hfrnfelf 
with  a  filent  vote  on  the  ocqafion.     He  paid  many  compli- 
ments to  the  author  of  the  proportions,  and  faid,  tHey  were 
what  had  been  long  and  ardently  defired  by  all  the  true  lovers 
of  the  Conftitution;  it  was  on  thefe  grounds  he  rofe  to  fe- 
cond the  motion. 

Mr.  Poxtyi  thought  thequeftion  of  the  higheft  pofllbleim-  Mr.Powyv 
portance,  buf  not  on  the  principles  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman; for  it  was  no  longer  a  meafure  propofed  by  any  of  the 
individuals  in  the  Houfe,  but  by  the  government  of  the  coun»- 
try.  Minifters  had  owned  it :  and  the  Houfe  were  now  to  de- 
termine, whether  they  were  to  acquiefce  in  this  minifterial  ef- 
fort to  alter  the  Conftitution,  or  from  refpedk  to  their  own 
dignity,  to  rejedl  that  which  was  only  conjedture  for  what 
/  \Z  they 
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thn  ftlt  to  be  U£t.  He  faid,  the  right  honourable  gcnileman 
had,  with  His  ufuar  elegance  and  force  of  elpreSon,  pro- 
nounced a  funeral  orktion  on  the  Conflnution  ot  his  country, 
which,  however',  he  celebnced  u  the  mofl  excellent  in  the 
WorU,  at  the  envy  and  perfisflion  of  human  wifdotn,  but 
which  at  the  fame  timehecoafignedtoa  mere  immortality  of 
Ame  by  patting  an  cud  to  its  prcfcnt  esrftence.  Thus  that 
fcrm  of  reprefcirtation  which  bad  noiv  laAcd  and  oprrated  to 
general  and  palpable  advantage,  and  been  the  conftaoT  boal^ 
of  Englishmen,  was  not wiili landing,  the  obj^£l  of  the  ho- 
nourable gent'nnan's  jealoufy  and  niilhuft.  Confidence  in 
this  very  ohJetSl,  a  found  and  operative  love  of  tlie  conftitu- 
tion,  had,  in  ilrc  bei}  and  grcatefl  men,  in  the  mofl  prQlperoui 
and  the  purely  times,  produced  elfedts  which  we  could  never 
forget.  Zeal  was,  perhapi,  an  cflbntial  charaQeriliic  in  re- 
reformers.  He  was  willing  for  Oiie  to  give  the  tight  honou- 
rable gentleman  full  credit  for  the  earneflnefs  and  lolemnJty 
with  which  he  had  brought  forward  the  plan  of  reform,  about 
which  there  had  been  fo  much  guefs  nud  conjedlure  in  the 
dark.  He  knew  not  how  to  fpeak  of  the  caution  with  which 
the  fyftem  had  been  concealed.  "He  for  one  would  not  cen- 
fure  that  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman'j  fcheme.  He 
was  fure  of  a  majority,  perhaps,  who  were  ready  to  adopt 
whatever  he  thought  mofl  proper  to  bring  foiward.  He 
would  be  glad,  however,  to  hear  how  certain  gentlemen  were 
prepared  to  coincide  with  principles  which,  in  his  opinion, 
they  could  not  adopt,  without,  in  the  firll  p1ace>  virtually  re- 
nouncing what  they  had  already  avowed.  He  owned  himfelf 
very  much  at  a  lufs  to  conceive  how  one,  or  any,  could  com- 
ply with  a  fyllem  calculated  to  operate  only  by  flow  and  inn- 
perceptible  degrees,  who  were  in  fo  much  haAe  in  the  matter, 
as  to  declare  repcaxdiy,  that  there  was  not  a  moment  to  lofe : 
others,  as  it  {Iruck  him,  could  with  Hill  lefs  propriety  adopt 
this  plan,  who  were  the  advocates  of  a  general  reform.  But 
now  the  propofal,  which  in  its  obje£k  aimed  at  circumfcribing 
the  influence  of  the  Crown,  originated  with  his  Majelly's 
Mini/tfers,  and  courted  tlie  fanaion  of  the  Houfe' under  a 
royal  patent.  He  was  not,  however,  for  one,  fond  of  trials 
which  might  make  us  worfe,  but  could  hardly  make  us  better. 
He  did  apprehend  danger  from  a  plan  thus  plaufible,  and 
urged  with  all  that  eloijuence  and  maAerly  addrefs  in  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  defervedly  fo  much  credit 
with  the  Houfe.  No  man  admired  thofe  talents  which  he 
poflef&d  more  than  he  did.  He  thought  no  man  betti:r  qua!i~ 
^cd  to  do  hit  country  the  moft  cilential  fetvicct  than  he  was. 
.         .  But 
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Bat  he  was  not  prepared  to  fay  the  fame  approbation  was  in 
all  refpefts'due  to  the' application  of  his  eminent  abilities^ 
He  ridiculed  the  ra^e  of  reformings  wliich  afi^£led  4s  a  mala- 
dy the  prefent  day.  It  reminded  him  of  the  antient  reformer 
Procruftes>  who,  in  order  to  equalize  the  human  race,  had  a 
bed  of  iron  of  a  fiandard  fize,  and  on  his  reforming  principle 
he  put  perfohs  who  were  too  long,  and  ftretched  thofe  whp 
were  too  Ihort  to  the  fize  of  the  bed.  But  at  the  tim^  be 
pronounced  them  abortive ;  and  wifhed  to  know  from  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  which  of  thefe  he  imitated,  or  by 
what  other  motive  or  principle  he  could  be  guided  in  hazard- 
ing the  very  extraordinary  ideas  he  had  preucd  on  the  Houfe. 
Had  the  people  of  England  called  for  a  reform?  There  were 
but  eight  petitions  on  the  table.  He  did  not  wiih  to  encroach 
on  thfe  time  of  the  Houfe,  but  he  could  not  help  beggiog 
a  little  of  their  attention  to  the  petitions  which  had  been  prcj* 
fented  to  the  Houfe  in  favour  ot  this  reform.  The  firft  one 
to  ^hich  he  referred  was  that  from  Nottingham.  This,  with 
a  confiftency  which  he  deemed  charaderiftic  of  the  bvi{ine(ii^> 
fet  out  with  ailerting  their  entire  confidence  in  the  Houfe  <a 
Conimons.    ^ 

Yet  a  reform  in  this  Houfe  confiituted  the  prayer  of  their 
petition.  Their  exceptions  he  thought  lingular.  The  ex- 
preflibn  was  to  him  perfeQly  unintelligible.  What  did  they 
'mean  by  inadequacy?  This  was  the  only  defe£l  they  pointed 
out  in  the  prefent  fyftem  of  reprefentation.  But  they  did  not 
fay  in  what  that  fyflem  was  inadequate,  or  fpecify  any  ojf 
thofe  purpofes  in  which  it  had  failed.  This  very  urgent  pe- 
tition was  only  clear  and  expreilive  in  one  general  deure,  an4 
that' was  no  lets  than  to  mcdel  the  charaHer  and  genius  of  tijf 
nation. '  The  next  to  which  he  called  the.  attention  of  the 
Houfe  was  Ihat  from  the  city  of  York,  But  the  requifitioa 
of  this  was  not  in  any  degree  affedled  by  what  had  been  fug* 
gefted  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  went,  in  his  opinion, 
to  very  difFerent  matters,  though  he  underftood  it  to  be  thp 
work'  of  the  great  and  venerable  leader  and  commander  in 
this  political  crufade.  He  mentioned  Norwich,  which  prayed 
for  the  general  reform  of  the  whole  reprcfentative  body ; 
and  by  that  means  aflumed  to  themfelves  the  honour  of  re« 
prefenting  the  community  at  large.  The  conclufions  which 
he  wifhed  to  eftabliih  by  thofe  references,  were,  that  eithef 
there  were  no  petitions  oefore  the  Houfe  which  had  reform 
for  their  aini,  or  where  any  fuch  petitions  of  that  kindexifted, 
the  reform  which  had  been  mentioned  was  not  conformable  tp 
the  fpirit  and  tendency  of  the  allegations  which  they  con- 

tainea. 


•n 


PARtlAMENTARY 


A. 1785. 


taineJ.  He  afked  how  any  man,  who  had  but  a  tolerable 
good  opinion  of  tlie  prefeiit  Houfe  of  Commons,  could  come 
forward  with  a  |)lan  wliich  fuppofetl  their  infignificancy.  He 
aflted  if  the  prtfeiit  Houfe  were  expected,  or  ready  to  adopt 
fuchan  a^ofhumiliiy  andrelf-.ilafement.  The  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman's  favourahle  ojiinion  of  the  prefcnt  Parliament 
was  well  known.  The  panegyric  which  he  bad  pronounced 
on  them  now,  was  an  echo  to  that  which  they  had  received 
from  ihe  Sovereign  at  the  commencement  of  the  fellion  ;  for 
all  the  Houfe  would  recolLft  the  paflagc.  He  did  think  it 
fomethlng  extraordinary  that  the  rage  for  a  reform  ihould  be 
chiefly  dire£led  to  that  very  body  which  had  been  thus  re- 
peatedly, officially,  and,  he  trufled,  ilefervedly  praifed.  They 
were  allowed  to  pofleft  the  confidence  both  of  King  and 
Country,  and  to  he  guided  equally  by  their  loyalty  to  the 
Crown,  and  their  attachment  to  the  imereAs  of  the  People. 
He  was  anxious  to  know  by  what  other  principles  than 
tbefe  they  could  be  guided.  Could  a  Parliament  be  better 
than  difpofed,  on  all  occalions,  to  do  their  duty  with  honour 
t6  themfelves,  and  fidelity  to  theirconllituents?  He  was  alfo 
difpofed  to  aflt,  wbethLT  the  borough  members  were  more  or 
kfs  inclined  to  do  their  duty  than  others.  He  remembered 
that  a  noble  Lord,  nearly  related  to  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  T.  Pitt,  now  Lord  Cameltord)  had  once  made 
a  motion  in  that  Iioufe  which  did  him  infinite  honour  ;  which  ' 
would  have  done  honour  to  the  reprefentative  of  the  firft 
county  in  the  kingdom.  It  was,  *'  That  this  Houfe  is  bound 
to  llflen  to  the  petitions  of  the  people."  This  furely  did  not 
make  him  appear  to  be  a  man  who  had  feparate  interells  from 
them;  and  yet  he  was  not,  at  the  time  he  made  that  motion, 
the  reprefentative  of  a  count  y,  or  great  town,  he  was  member 
for  Old  Sarum,  one  of  thofe  boroughs  doomed,  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  plan,  to  be  disfranchifed.  He  then 
read  over  extrafls  from  a  pamphlet,  publiflied  by  Lord  Ca- 
melford,  in  which  he  llated,  that  if  any  other  influence  in  the 
kingdom  was  To  he  conflantly  ihihing  and  changing,  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown,  which  alone  was  permanent,  would 
foon  drive  all  the  rell  before  it.  He  obferved,  that  if  the 
francife  of  decayed  boroughs  was  to  be  given  up,  the  figbt 
honourable  gentleman  ought  to  fet  the  example  to  the  refl  of 
the  nation,  by  the  facrjflcingat  thefhiine  of  reform  the  Ord- 
nance, Treafury,  and  Admiralty  boroughs.  He  acknow- 
ledged there  had  been  many  untoward  citcumftances,  within 
our  recolteflion,  which  h«d  attended  the  operations  of  Go- 
vernment.    But  he  aflied  whether  thefe  unfortnnate  events 
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might  not  have  taken  place,  had  the  boroughs  been  without 
rdprefentatives.    The  fluAuation  of  a  flate  fo  drcumftanced 
as  that  of  Great  Britain  was,  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  always 
depend  on  the  conftitution.     The  profperity  or  advantage  of 
it  would  undoubtedly  vary  under  the  heir,  as  well  as  the 
worft.     He  regretted  the  melancholy  confequenc^s  of  the 
American  war  as  much  as  any  one  could  do^  but  would  it  be 
faid,  that  war  depended  on  the  reprefentatives  of  the  bo- 
roughs?    He  prefumed  few,  even  of  thofe  moft  forward  in 
the  fcheme  of  a  reform^  would  venture  to  go  all  the  lengths 
to  which  their  reafoning  however  went.     Qe  did  not  choofe 
to  go  into  the  detail  of  the  fcheme  thus  fubjeded  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  Parliament.     He  would  not  be  rafli  in  deciding 
on  the  rights  of  thofe  who  regarded  their  interefl  in  boroudis 
with  any  degree  of  tenacity.    But  this  much  he  would  ky^ 
that  no  pecuniary  confideration  whatever  fhould  difpofe  him 
to  forego  the  privilege,  and  the  glory  of  having  it  in  his 
power  to  introduce  to  the  fervice  and  attention  of  his  country 
the  right  honourable  gentleman.    Much  ftrefs  had  been  laid 
on  the  corruption  of  the  times.    That,  he  trufted,  was  not 
the  language  of  experience.     With  what  degree  then  of  de« 
cency  could  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fay,  in  the  face 
of  fo  popular  a  Parliament,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  can- 
not, unlefs  reformed,  convey  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  ?    A  late 
Adminiftration,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  faid,  had  been  an  admi- 
niftration  of  corruption ;  and  upon  its  ruin  was  raifed  an  ad« 
piiniflration  of  opinion ;  and  a  gocfd  opinion  unqueftionably 
mud  be  entertained  of  it^  when  it  was  known  that  it  did  not 
entertain  or  cherifh  any  one  who  had  been  formerly  an  agent 
of  corruption. — [At  this  ironical  expreflion  there  was  a  loud 
roar  of  Hear!  Hear!]      This  compaft  and  well*informed 
body  was  calculated  to  do.juftice  to  all  the  principles  of  the 
Conftitution.    He  was  aware  how  the  principle  which  was 
thus  dignified  with  the  name  of  a  new  one,  would  zffeSt  the 
very  privileges  which  it  was  intended  to  guard.     The  firft 
objeS  of  it  was  to  compliment  the  majority  with  the  fale  of 
the  minority.     On  the  whole,  he  owned  great  apprehenfions 
from  the  firfl  conceilion.     It  was  dangerous  in  all  cafes,  but 
particularly  fo  in  this.  He  implored  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman to  think  what  he  was  about,  to  beware  how  he  aded) 
and  regard  the  experiment  which  he  was  now  to  try^  with 
delicacy  and  circumfpeiSlion.     No  man  could  forelee  pre- 
cifely  its  eSefls;  they  flruck  him  as  alarming  in  no  common 
degree.     Nothing  could  perfuade  him  even  for  a  moment  to 
wi/h  the  propoiltions  be  had  laid  down  tl^  fmallefi  attention, 
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etccpt  Tie  bould  mdulge'his  curiofity  at  Tuch  a  vaft'and  im- 

Srtant  hazard  as  to  wifli  to  fee  the  fcheme  put' to  the  proof, 
e  thought  in  his  own  mind,  and  judging  of  mankind  as 
they  had  always  appeared  to  him,  that  this  boalled  principle 
might  do  infinite  niifchief;  but  there  was  little  probability  of 
its  producing  any  good  whatever.  Innovation  was  to  be  dread- 
ed, and  avoided  as  much  as  po01ble  in  all  eftabiiihments.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  laboured  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe 
tl^at  his  [yftem  was  final,  and  that  it  fet  bounds  to  the  fpecu- 
l3,tive  Informations  of  all  future  theories.  This  he  faid,  but 
he  did  not  prove  it.  It  was,  on  the  contrary,  an  example,  a 
precedent,  perhaps  an  excitement,  to  the  wildcefs  and  moft 
paradoxical  noilnims  they  could  either  devife  or  apply.  It 
placed  them,  ia  fad,  on  advantageous  grounds  They  got  by 
it  what  Archimedes  wanted,  a  foundation  to  their  inventions, 
a  fiilcrum  from  which  they  could  throw  the  Parliament  into 
the  air.  It  was  impoflibfe,  in  his  opinion,  to  view  the  fut^ 
jefl  with  any  degree  of  patience.  He  thought  himfelf  ai 
much  mailer  of  it,  from  having  only  heard  tt  flated,  as  if  he 
had  revolved  it  in  hie  mind  for  years.  He  would  not,  there- 
for^voto  for  the  order  of  the  day,  or  treat  it  with  any  referve 
or  refpe£t.  Its  purpofes  were,  he  forefaw,  fo  hoUile  to 
the  Conflitution,  fo  menacing  even  at  a  difVance,  and  fo  un- 
quali^,  that  he  was  clearly  tor  meeting  the  queftion  in  tho 
teeth,  and  giving  it  a  direA  and  unequivocal  negative. 
lah.  Ltird  North  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given  him  . 
comfort  by  what  he  had  laid  in  the  conclufion  of  his  fpeecb, 
viz.  that  he  would  not  agree  to  any  conceffion,  but  would 
gi^the motion  his  dired  negative.  Undoubtedly  that  was 
thfc  treatmCTit  the  motion  ought  to  receive,  and  it  was  the 
line  of  treatment  he  fhould  himfelf  adopt  refpeding  it.  Cu- 
rictfity,  he  faid,  had,  in  more  inftances  than  one,  greatly  mif- 
led  thankind,  and  he  fliouTd- have  thought  tbehononroblegen- 
tlenian  had  given  way  to  a  moft  fatal  curiofity,  if  he  had 
rafbly  and  unadvifedly  countenanced  for  a  moment  a  dire£t 
attack  upon  the  Britifh  conftitution,  a  conftitution  the  work 
of 'Infinite  wifdom,  the  fource  of  many  blefllngs,  much  hap- 
pitifef^  much  glory,  a  conflitution  richly  deferving  of  that 
warm  praife  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  be- 
ftowed  on  it,  in  far  better  words  than  he  was  mafter  of,  and 
with  a  brilliancy  and  glow  of  eloquence  that  would  have 
adorned  the  meanefl  fubjeft  of  panegyric,  but  which  was 
wen  employed  when  employed  in  decorating  and  defcribJng 
the    moft  beautiful  fabric  that,   perhaps,  had  ever  exifted 
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from  the  beginnio^  of  time. ;  He  never  would  give  his  coh« 
fent  to  any  atttempt  to  tamper  with  fuch  a  fabric,  unlefs  a 
very  ftrong-cafocould  be  made, out  to  prove  it  flood  in  need  of 
ibme  repair;  .thj^t  c^ife  had  not  yet  bi^en  made  out,  neither  had 
any  the  fmaUeft  fliadow  of  proof  been  yet  given  that  it  re- 
quired a9y  affiftance  whatever*  Of  an  exilTing  evil  he  knew 
nothing;  .thp  Ueflings  tha^t  hadjl:i9Gn  derived  under  the  confli^ 
tutionJte  kxm^  well;  they  all^.^^w  theoi,  they  flood  re* 
corded  jbrthe  hiAoric  annals  ^  dxi^xrountry,  they  had  been 
felt  for  ag^s,  they  w^re  felt  at  that  moment.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  talked  of  pride,  of  lazinefS|  of  timi- 
dity; perhapsb  out  of  the  abundance  of  his  civility,  he  meant 
to  apply  thofewordsTtohiip,.  Wa^  it  fair^  that  becaufe  he 
happened  to  diSkr.  from  the  right  'honourable  gaitleman  upon 
a  great  and  an  important  fttbje£b,a  fubje£l  in  which  they  were? 
all  deeply  and  perfonally  interefled,  in  which  the  country  it- 
felf,  and  |:heconflitutio9  that  they  were  all  fo  ready  to  extol, 
were  d^ply  interefted,  becaufe  hq  happened  to  differ  from  tlie 
right  honpurable  gentlea^n  tmde^  a'queftion  of  that  magni** 
tude,  he  wa&to  be  attacked  and  treated  with  a  degreq  of  harfli^ 
nefs  ;which  was  not,  whi<;h  could  not  be. merited  by  any  mem-^ 
ber  of  thataflenibly;  w^^s  it  pri^%  wh^n  he  was  called  vpon 
to  vote  in  fupport  of  a  re^\ai).tic^,to  be  perniitted  to  tamper 
with  the  CQnftitii^tion,  to  fay,  /hewj  me  £rft  the  necef&ty  ? 
Was  it  laxinefs  to  fay,  when  it  was  ^ated  that  a  remedy  was 
wanting,  to  inflft  on  having  the  evil  flated,  to  which  that  re« 
medy  is  to  be  applied?  Was  it  timidity,  when  called  upoa 
to  uD&ttle  the  foundation  of  that  glorious  fabric,  the  work 
of  hi^  anceftors,  to  deilre  to  paufe  before  he  contented,  and 
to  inquire  why  he  fliould  confeat  to  undo  it  ?  'iHis  Lordfliip 
took  notice  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ek-^ 
chequer  had  slanced  at  die  American  war.  As  that  was  not 
the  fubje£t  of  the  day,  and  bore  no  fort  of  relation  to  the 
queftion  then  under  confideration,  his  Lordihip  laid,  be  would 
not  at  that  time  go  into  a  diCcuilioh  of  it;  he  would  only  re- 
p^t  what  he  liad  often  faid  before,  viz.  that  whenever  that 
queftioii  was  properly  brought  forward,  he  was  ready  to  meet 
it,  confcious,  that  though  we.  had  been  unfortunate  in  the 
war,  though  the  war  had- been  calamitous  to  the  country,  no 
blame  w:^8  aicribable  to  him  on  that  account ;  the  war  was 
the  war  of  the  People,  b^an  at  their  inftance,  and  at  the  in-* 
flance  of  that  Houfe.  Thofe  were  fadls  fo  undeniably  trueg 
that  he  wondered  how  any  n^an  was  bold  enough,  in  the  facc^ 
«f  thofe  who  were  then  fitting  in  the  Houfe,  and  kn&^  the 
Vol,  XVIII.  K  ^  fadi  . 
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fa^s  that  he  bad  Hated,  fo  well,  to  Hart  a  donbt  of  them. 
Having  faid  this,  his  Lordfliip  returned  to  the  immediate 
luhje£l  of  the  day,  which  be  treated  with  great  feverity;  he 
faid,  on  a  former  occafion,  when  the  honourable  gentlemaa 
behind  him  had  rifen  to  reprobate  the  idea  of  tampering  with 
the  conftitution,  (for  that  was  the  fourth,  if  not  the  fifth 
time,  that  it  had  been  und^  difcuilion;)  but  whtm  the  wonhy 
member  for  Northamptonlhire  had  defired  to  have  the  Bir- 
mingham petition  read,  thofe  who  were  friends  of  wfiat  they 
called  reform,  but  what  he  fhould  coll  min,  had  fent  a  para- 
graph to  the  newfpapers,  Hating,  that  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribband  would  not  have  long  to  boaft  of  (here  being  no 
petitions,  for  there  would  foon  be  petitions  enow  <xi  the 
ttible.  How  happened  it  that  there  was  no  petition  from 
Birmingham  now,  oor  in  the  whole  no  more  than  eight  pe- 
titions in  all  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  it  was  true, 
had  faid  in  his  fpeech,  that  a  reform  haa  been  called  for  by  the 
People,  fometimes  more,  and  fomctimes  lefs.  He  underllood 
there  were  none.  What  then  was  betoconclude?  That  they 
thought  it  a  hardihip  to  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  fend- 
ing reprefentatives  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  i  No ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  were  indiflvrent  about  the  matter ; 
or  rather,  that  they  did  not  wifh  for  any  fuch  franchife.  If 
it  was  otherwife^  iurely  this  would  have  been  the  time  for 
them  to  make  their  exertions,  when  they  were  informed  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  fupport  ititir  claims, 
both  as  a  man  and  a  miniAer ;  and  when  they  were  taught  to 
believe  that  all  England,  with  one  voice,  would  fecona  their 
application.  But  lo!  they  were  totally  Clent  on  this  head; 
and  what  was  not  a  little  remarkable,  their  filence  did  not. 
proceed  from  any  tndifierence  about  their  own  intereft;  for 
when  they  thought  that  affe<5led,  they  foon  applied  to  that 
Houfe  by  petition,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  Irilh  Propofttions.  It 
was  fi'iT  to  conclude,  that  they  made  themfelvcs  perfeidly 
eafy  about  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  were  fully  fatisfied 
with  the  prcfent  Hate  of  reprefentatioD  in  that  Houfe. 
Againft  the  Irifli  Propofitions,  petitions  had  flowed  in  from 
all  querters.  So  aware  was  the  right  honuiirable  gentleman 
that  the  fmall  number  of  petitions  that  had  been  prdent«dj 
neceflHrily  created  an  argument  againft  the  motion,  that  he 
bad  thought  it  prudent  to  endeavour  to  weaken  the  force  of 
that  argument  which  he  forefaw  would  be  urged,  by  faying, 
with  an  indifierent  air,  that  the  reform  had  been  called  forbjr 
the  People,  fometimes  more,  and  fom«tim«s  lefs.    What  waa 
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he  to  underftand  from  that  obfervation?  Was  he  to  take  it 
as  a  proof  that  the  People  did  really  call  for  a  reforn^  at  that 
time?  Was  he  fo  far  to  accommodate  what  they  faw,  and 
what  they  did  not  fee,  and  to  take  both  as  a  proof  that  the 
People  01  England  wiflied  for  a  reform  ?  The  petitioners 
who  had  fubfirribed  the  petitions  that  were  on  the  table,  cer- 
tainly did  wifli  for  a  reform;  and  if  be  were  to  admit  that 
thofe  who  had  not  petitioned  equally  wiihed  for  a  reform,  it 
was  gomg  a  good  way  to  meet  their  wiihes,  becaufe  in  admit* 
ting  fo  miich^  they  Ipoke  by  their  prefence,  and  by  their  ab-» 
fence;  by  their  prayers,  and  by  their  filence.  Well  might  he 
fay  with  the  man  iii  the  Rehearfal, , 

What  horrid  found  of  Jil^nce doth  aflail  mine  car? 

His  Lordihip  (aid,  the  people  of  Birmingham  were  wifer  than 
to  call  for  my  innovation  in  the  C^nftitution.    As  little  did 
he  believe  the  majority  of  the  people,  in  a|iy  part  of  the  king- 
dom, wiihed  for  a  reform*    A  member  of  a  confiderable  ^ 
county  (Sufiblk)  had  in  all  newfpapers  addrefled  his  conftitu* 
ents  tor  ioftruftions  how  he  iliould  vote  on  the  queftion  of 
parliameiftary  reform;  but  though  he  addrefled  them  very 
early  in  the  prefent  ieffion,  his  conftituents  had  been  ib  very 
indiiferent  about  the  matter,  that  they  had  not  to  this  mo- 
ment fent  him  any  inftrudlions  on  the  fubjed*    He  knew 
there  had  been  a  meeting  fummoned  in  the  firft  city  in  the 
empire,  by  fpecial  notice,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  inftrndt* 
ing  their  reprefentatives;  and  there  he  was  kiformed,  though 
the  meeting,  and  the  buiinefs  of  it,  had  been  publicly  an- 
nounced, and  was  of  general  notoriety,  only  ^00  attend^*. 
When  they  were  about  to  inftru6l  one  of  their  repreienta^ 
tives,  he  declared  his  readinefs  to  obey  his  conftituents,  but 
had  exprefled  a  wifh  that  he  had  feen  more  of  them  prefent  at 
the  meeting,  becaufe  he  felt  fome  difficulty  in  proceeding  to 
a(5(,  as  300  inftrudled  him,  when,  by  the  abfence  of  8000  of 
his  conitituents,  he  was  induced  to  imagine  that  they  did 
not  very  highly  approve  of  the  buflnefs  they  were  convened 
upon.    His  Lord  faid,  he  was  aware  that  one  gentleman  pre- 
fent at  the  meeting  had  iaid,  in  anfwer  to  what  he  had  juil 
ftated,  that  the  8000  who  were  abfent,  meant  by  that  very 
circumftance  to  fignify  their  concurrence  in  any  refolution 
the  300  ihoidd  come  to.    This  was,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  rath^ 
a  curious  fort  of  logic,  as  he  believed  the  Houfe  would  rea? 
dily  agree ;   but  it  was  not  a  whit  more  extraordinary  than 
f he  idea,  that  the  People  of  England  were  to  be  fuppofed  tp 
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iirifli  really  for  an  alteration  in  the  ftate  of  parliamentary  re- 
prelentaiion,  when  they  did  not  alk  for  it.  He  reminded 
the  Houfe  of  the  circular  letters  of  Mr.  Wyvill,  and  of  the 
great  pains  that  had  heen  tsken  to  ftir  the  queftion  in  all  parts 
tif  the  kirigdoii:.  If  therefore  the  people  in  general  really 
defined  any  alteration,  they  vrould  have  petitioned  in  great 
numbers  from  moft  of  the  iHfferent  towns  for  it.  His  Lord- 
ftiip  entered  into  the  ancient  hiftory  of  Parliaments,  and 
ftated  the  degrees  and  gradations  Parliinient  had  pafTed 
through  from  their  firll  inftitution,  accounting  fttrthedif- 
rretion  of  the  Crown  that  had  been  formerly  citercifed,  by 
fiating,  that  originally  the  chiefs  in  feu,  who  held  of  tlw 
Crown,  and. were  liable  to  fuit  and  fervice,  were  fummoned, 
and  being  at  the  time  chief  tenants  of  the  Crown,  were  at  the 
will  of  the  Crown  a0emblcd  either  wholly  or  partially.  Af- 
.lerwards,  when  they  divided  tJieir  lands,  property  became 
more  difperfed,  and  money  grew  more  fcarce ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  the  leflcr  barons  were  fpared,  on  account  of  their 
inability  to  bear  the  e>L[)eiice  of  parliamentary  attendance. 
Again,  at  a  fubfequent  period,  another  change  was  made; 
flfter  that  another,  and,  by  degrees,  Parli.iment  was  fettled  on 
its  prefetit  footing,  where,  his  I:nrd(hip  faid,  he  heartily 
hoped  it  would  long  be  fu0ered  to  rema'fn,  and  not  be  difturbed 
on  account  of  any  chimeras,  that  entered  the  bMins  of  vifion- 
ries  and  fpeculatiftsj  who  were  not,  he  verily  helieve,  aware 
of  the  ferious  mifchiefs  they  had  employed  tncmfelves  about. 
All  the  idea  of  the  neceffity  of  a  reform,  he  was  perfuaded, 
was  the  mere  vapour  of  a  dream,  the  fhadow  of  a  Ihade, 
ttnpty  whim  and  fanciful  nothing,  from  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  endeavouring  to  conjure  up  fome- 
thing;  hut  he  relied  on  the  good  fenfe  and  found  reafon  of 
the  majority,  trufting  that  they  would  break  the  fpell,  and 
prevent  the  magicians  from  praftifmg  on  a  fuhjeiil  that  ought 
to  be  IieM  facred.  His  Lordlhip  faid,  even  admitting,  for  the 
fake  of  Argument,  and  he  fliould  not  M'ifli  to  be- thought  fe- 
rious in  admitting  for  a  moment,  that  any  alteration  was  ac- 
tually necelTiry;  yet  he  ihould  contend,  that  the  alteration 
propofed  was  not  adapted  to  the  feigned  evil.  He  beg^d  to 
know  where  there  exifted  in  Europe,  or  on  the  face  of  the 
globe,  a  people  fo  happy  as  thofe  who  lived  under  the  Britifh 
Conftitution?  Where  was  there  a  people  fo  fully  in  pofleG- 
fion  of  their  rights  and  liberties  f  The  ia.&  was  undeniable  ? 
what  mattered  it  then  whether  the  perfons  who  fat  in  that 
Houfe,  the  guardians  oT  the  public  freedom,  fat  by  virttie  of 
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•having  been  eleiVed  for  a  bur^ge  tenure,  a  borotgh,  or  a 
coanfty.  ?  While  the  People's  rights  were  fecure,  and  their 
liberties  iafe,  why.  was  it  neceflary  to  go  into  a  minute  in* 
quiry  how  they  came  to  be  fecure  and  £ife  ?  The  meani 
were  provided  by  our  anceftors,  and  had  been  f^n^lioned  by 
•experience^  the  teft  of  truth.  HisLordfliip  faid,  the  right 
hooourable  gentleman,  like  a  quack,  was  deiirous  of  havii^ 
the  dofe  fwailowed,  whether  the  patient  had  any.  difeafe  or 
not,  and,  like  a  true  <iropiric,  would  infift  upon  it  that  his 
pill  was  a  fpeci£c,  and  would  cure  patients  in  all  cafes,  and 
under  all  circumftances.  The  fubjeft  was  too  ferious  to  be 
ludicrous  upon,  but  he  would  juft  ftate,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  reminded  him  of  the  Mock  I3o<£tor  in 
MoHerc's  farce. .  He  (aid,  he  fuppofed  the  Speaker  had  either 
feen  or  read  the  book,  and  would  rccoUedl,  that  a  man's 
daughter  is  fuppofed  to  be  dumbf  and  he  fends  for  a  phyiician 
to  cure  her.  The  Dodtor  comes,  and  foon  reftores  the  girl 
to  the  ufe  of  her  tongue,  which  flie  rxercifes  at  fuch  a  rate, 
that  the  father  ofiers  him  another  fee  to  make  her  dumb 
again  f  when  the  Dofkor  replies,  "he  can't  do  that,  but  if  he 
pleafes,  he'l!  undertake  to  make  him  deaf  J*  Having  iet  the 
Houfe  in  a  roar,  his  JLordihip  again  returned  to  argument, 
and  faid,  it  was  df  late  become  a  cuftom  to  catch  ho|d  of  a 
ilrong  epithet,  andafyply  it  to  any  particular  phrafe  that  was 
meant  to  be  made  ufe  of  to  deceive  anddelude  the  people.  Thus  , 
he  had  heard  of  the  fpirit  of  Liberty,  the  fpirit  of  Freedom, 
and  the.  fpirit  of  ths  Conftitution;  what  was  meant  by  the 
latt^,  as  applied  at  popular  meetings,  he  knew  not,  nor  did 
he  believe  thofe  who  nfed  it  knew  themfelves*  For  his  part, 
he  had  always  conceived  that  the  ipirit  of  the  Conftitution 
was  to  be  Jooked  for,  and  found  in  the  common  law  of  the 
land,  and  in  the  prafiice  and  ufage  of  Parliament.  It  was 
enough,  in  his  opiiUoni  for  the  People  to  be  happy  aivl  free. 
With  regard  to  the  idea  of  the  country  gentlemen  making  a 
confiderable  part  of  that  Houfey  the  idea  was  a  very  juft  one; 
he  was  ready  to  admit  the  bulk  and  weight  of  that  Houfe 
ought  always  to  be  in  Ak  hands  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
who  were,  undoubtedly,  the  bell  and  niofi  Fefpt&able  obje£te 
ef  the  confidence  of  the  People.  Their  difinteneftednefs, 
their  virtue,  their  public  fpirit,  he  admired :  they  were  fitted 
by  their  education  and  thisir  fittiatioti  in  lifis  more  peculiarly 
for  members  of  Parliament,  than  ahnoft  any  other  defcrip^ 
tion  of  men  in  the  kingdom;  befides,  they  had  the  greateft 
ibike  in  the  country  after  all|  and  were  the  moft  deeply  in^ 
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from  Mr.  Wilbrrfbrc,  flating  that  he  meant  ncMhiog  perfo- 
nal  in  theallufion:  i^t«r  which, 

Lord  Afuigrave  tilii,  that  nothii^  wai  more' defirabl^  in 
(uch  a  <]ullion  as  the  preleni,.  than  that  every  endeavour 
fhould  lie  ufed  to  obtain  unanimity.  The  noble  Lord  de- 
clared his  hope,  that  the  motion  might  either  be  carried 
unanimoufly,  or  reje^ed;  bficaufe  he  thought  if  it  were  car- 
ried, and  there  appeared  a  confideiablemojorltyagainft  it,  it 
would  lend  to  infinite  mllchicf.  His  I^rdfiiip  uid,  if  the 
majority  thoaght  with  him,  they  would  ^ejefl  U,  as  he  Eiw 
frreat  d.inger  in  countenancing  any  attempt  to  build  up  and 
cre£t  a  conliitution  on  Qiecubtive  propoiitions.  His  Lord- 
ihip  declared,  he  approved  of  the  propofitions  better  in  the 
flinpe  in  which  they  Itood  in  the  moiioB,  than  in  any  Oiape 
that  they  had  before  been  brought  forward  in.  He  alfo 
praifed  Mr.  Pitt's  eloquence  as  difplaycd  in  his  fpeech,  in 
the  warmeft  terms;  but  eiiremd  an  elaborate  protefl  againft 
any  endeavours  to  new  mould  the  Conftitution.         1 

Mr.  Fdx  faid,  after  the  many  occadons  on  which  he  before 
exprefled  what  his  fentiments  were  on  tbcfubjefbof  a  re- 
form in  the  rep  re  fen  tat  ion,  he  jliould  not  confidcr  himfelf 
under  any  great  neccflity  of  troubling  the  Houfe;  if  there 
had  not  been  extraordinary  circumllances  attending  the  in- 
troduiftion  of  the  prcfent  queliion.  That  he  had  always 
been  a  friend  to  the  principle  of  this  bill  was  a  £u3  which 
did  not  require  to  be  now  repeated.  AVhetber  the  meant 
taken  to  efte<^  (hat  principle  were  fuch  as  were  moA  unex- 
ceptionable, muft  remain  for  hiture  difcu^lion,  but  could  not 
provoke  his  oppofition  to  the  motion.  Thera  remained  am- 
ple opportunities  in  the  Images  of  the  bill  to  examine  and 
corrcft  it ;  opportunities  which  in  thqmfelves  would  be  the 
higheft  acquifition.  In  the  review  which  had  been  taken  of 
(he  queftion  this  night,  there  wore  means  ufcd  to  implicate 
the  American  war  in  the  fubjeit  now  uilder  dilcuffion  ;  by 
foggefting  that  it  was  fuppOrt«d  by  the  influence  of  burgage 
tenures,  and  that  if  they  had  booi  withdrawn,  that  war 
would  have  had  a  more  fpeedy  termination.  He  acknow- 
ledged, that  it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  the  Parlb- 
ment  to  bring  that  war  to  a  period  had  they  confidered  it 
as  an  improper  one ;  but  the  manner  in  which  it  muft  have 
been  done,  would  be  fuch,  as  he  Jhould  little  expedt  to  hear 
recommended  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Kouft.    Wbm  the  delay  of  »  few  days  io  pacing  tlie  fup- 
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pl«f  was  wpTt(tf\tti  lift  year  a$  the  nioft  hetncnis  prdccei-* 
ing^'What  would  have  been  the  enormity  of  ftopping,  not  only 
tlw  ordnance  fopply^  as  wa$  the  cafe,  but  all  the  other  fup^ 
plie^  alfo,  as  would  be  the^  cafe  in  the  event  mentioned  b^ 
the  tight  honourable  gentleman,  viz.  the  aftive  interference 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  put  a  period  to  a  war.  This 
would  be  a  cohdudt  worthy  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  ih 
certain  fituations,  and  would  (hew  them  to  be  fenfiWe  of  theii- 
due  weight  and  importance  in  the  fcale  of  the  Coiiftitution^ 
and  not  the  inftruments  of  a  fupcrior  power,  kept  for  no 
other  purpofe  but  to  regifter  edif^s,  and  to  perform  an  an^ 
nual  routine.  Much  had  been  faid  of  the  m^it  of  diflblvinc; 
that  cohefion  which  was  faid  to  fubCft  in  the  parties  in  thA 
Houfe#  That  cohefion  did  fubAft,  was  a  truth  in  which  he 
took  too  much  pride  to  think  of  denying,  and  from  which 
this  country  derived  too  much  advantage  to  be  an  enemy  ta; 
his  connections  were  formed  on  liberal  and  fyftematic  prirf- 
cipies,  and  could  not  be  dilTolved  by  any  regalationSy  while 
the  fame  union  in  fentiment  and  principles  continued  to  ccf- 
ment  them.  When  an  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  pat^  • 
ties-formed  on  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  occafioned  fimilar  err- 
gagctiients  on  the  other;  he  fhould  have  confidered,  that  h 
equally  applied  toxone  as  the*  other.  But  there  might  be 
fome  circumftances  which  might  induce  that  honourable 
gentleman  to  look  forward  with  eagernefs  to  the  diflblutions 
of  fuch  attachments,  if  they  obliged  him  to  fupport  and  de- 
fend meafures  in  which  his  opinions  did  not  correfpond; 
if  they  found^hirti  to  ad  one  way  and  think  another.  Under 
fuch  circumftances,  it  was  perfeftly  natural  that  he  fliould 
pant  to  be  difengaged  from  fuch  connexions,  and  refigrt  the 
load  which  feemed  fo  much  to  opprefs  him.  To  that  prin- 
ciple which,  by  a  diminution  of  the  members  for  boroughjf 
tended  to  increafe  the  proportion  of  reprefentatives  for  coun- 
ties, he  was  fincerely  a  friend.  But  while  he  was  thus  ex- 
plicit on  the  fubjedl  of  his  approbation,  it  was  but  juft  tp 
mention,  that  there  was  another  point  to  which  he  totally 
difagreed :  with  all  refpieS,  which  he  always  paid  to  a  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  among  the  reft  to  the  prelent  Houfe,  he 
could  perceive  in  it  no  fuperlative  excellence,  no^ijuft  fuperio- 
rity  which  could  juftify  the  fufiienfion  of  the  operation  of 
this  bill.  To  defer  for  the  period  of  fix  years,  any  fyftem 
of  reform,  however  partial  and  inadeque,  was  by  no  means 
complying  with  the  declared  wifhe*  of  the  majority  of  the 
VoL.XVIlI.         .  L  cleftot« 
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voice  of  the  people,  when  deliberately  and  generally  colfeded, 
was  invariably  fure  to  fucceed.  There  were  momeitts  of 
periodical  impulfe  and  deluiion,  in  which  they  i}iould  not  be 
gratified,  but  when  the  views  of-  a  people  had  been  formed 
and  determined  on  the  attainment  of  any  objeft,  they  muft 
ultimately  fucceed.  On  this  fubjeft  the  people  of  this  coun-. 
try  had  petitioned  from,  time  to  time,  and  their  applications 
were  made  to  their  Parliament.  iFor  everV  reafon,  therefore^, 
they  ihould  be  gratified^  left  they  might  be  inclined  to  fue 
for  redrefs  in  another  quarter,  where  their  application  would 
have  every  probability  of  fuccefs,  from  the  experience  of  laft 
year.  Failing  in  their  reprefenti^tives,  they  might  have  re- 
courfe  to  prerogative. 

It  had  been  urged,  that  now,  while  this  buflnefs  was  in 
:&gitation,  the  people  of  Birmingham  and  ]M9ncheAer  had  jiot 
petitioned  to  be  reprefented.  This  was  an  argument  which 
at  this  time,  of  all  others,  could  have  but  littk  weight;  fof 
while  they  were  alarmed  for  their  trade,  and  their  fubliftcnce, 
it  was  no  time  for  them  to  (et  about  making  improvements  in* 
that  conftitution,  in  which  they  were  not  certain  how  long 
they  might  havQ  any  fliare.  On  the  eve  of  emigration,  they  ' 
were  to  look  for  this  in  another  country,  to  which  their  pro- 
perty and  bufinefs  were  foon  to  be  transferred.  The  different 
parts  of  this  plan  would  certainly,  in  a  Committed,  be  fub- 
mitted  to  modification  and  amendment ;  but  as  it  now  ftood,, 
admitting  only  the  firft  principle,  every  other  part,  and  the 
means  taken  to  attain  the  principle^  were  highly  obje(5tionable. 
He  fliould  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that  he  would  never  agree 
to  admit  the  purchafuig  from  a  majority  of  ele.6lors  the  pro- 
perty of  the  whole.  In  this  he  faw  fo  much  injuflice,  and 
{o  much  repugnance  to  the  true  fpirit  of  our  Conftitution, 
that  he  could  not  entertain  the  idea  for  one  moment.  Oa 
the  other  hand,  when  the  property  of  a  borough  was  in  ona 
man,  there  was  no  chance  of  his  difpoiing  of  it,  on  tho 
terms  this  day  mentioned.  For  when  a  particular  fum  was 
laid  down  for  a  particular  purchafer,  fUid  intereft  fuftered  to^ 
accumulate  on  that  fum,  the  man  muft  be  a  fool,  who  could 
be  in  hafte  to  get  pofTeflion  of  it.  There  was  fomething  in- 
jurious in  holding  out  pecuniary  temptations  to  an  Englifli- 
man.to  relinquifli  his  franchife  otl  the  one  hand,  and  a  poIi« 
tical  principle  which  equally  forbade  it  on  another.  He  wa$ 
uniformly  of  an  opinion,  which  though  not  a  popular  one, 
he  was  ready  to  aver,  that  the  right  of  governing  was  not 
property,  but  a  truft;  and  that  whatever  was  given  for  con- 
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fiitutional  purpofes,  fliould  be  reTumcd,  when  thofe  purpofei 
fliould  no  longer  be  carried  into  cfieA.  There  wen  inJlan- 
ces  of  gentleinen  oflering  to  facrifice  the  intercft  they  might 
h^ve  in  boroughe,  to  the  public  good.  He  exprefled,  how- 
ever, his  furprife  that  theprefcnt  propofition  was  not  attended 
by  any  liberal  oStn  from  thofe  whom  Government  had  loaded 
with  honours,  and  whole  connei^ion  with  the  ptefent  Admi- 
niftration  fliould  niturally  excite  an  expeflation  of  fomething 
more  liberal  than  a  procedure  by  mere  bargain  and  fale.  He 
Wat  averic  to  the  idea  of  confining  parliamentary  fituations 
to  men  of  large  fortunes,  or  thofe  who  had  diflinguifhed 
themfelvei  in  public  prefeiiionB.  Should  this  be  the  cafe, 
there  was  fcarcely  any  man  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  hif- 
tory  of  Parliament,  as  not  to  know,  that  the  Houfe  would 
fofe  half  its  force.  It  was  not  from  men  of  large  and  eafy 
fertunes,  that  attention,  vigilance,  energy,  and  enterprize, 
were  to  be  expefled.  Human  nature  was  too  fond  of  grati- 
fication not  to  bo  fomewhat  attentive  to  it  when  the  means 
Were  at  hand;  and  the  beft  and  moit  meritorious  public  fer- 
Vices  had  always  been  performed  by  perfons  in  circumHances 
removed  from  «pulcnce.  The  right  Iionourable  gentleman 
need  not  be  afliamed  to  take  fome  of  thole  regulations  formed 
in  the  lime  of  the  Proteflor  Oliver  Cromwell.  For  though 
a  charafler  too  odioiis  ever  to  be  the  obje£t  of  praife  or  imi- 
tation, his  ftatutes,  confirmed  afterwards  by  his  fucceffjr, 
Charles  II.,  bear  the  ftrong  marks  of  genius  and  ability;  lor 
his  political  difpofition  was  as  good  as  that  of  his  fucceflbr, 
and  his  genius  infinitely  more  powerful.  He  concluded  with 
eameflly  entreating  all  fides  of  the  Houfe  to  concur  in  the 
queftioD  now  before  them.  He  was  forry  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  before  him  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  did  not 
in  all  the  warmth  he  profefled  on  the  occafion,  take  the  moft 
eoiKiliatory  mode  of  acquiring  ftrength  to  it.  Inflead  of  re- 
^Foacbit^g  the  noble  Lord  (North)  for  con6ning  himfelf  ti> 
»Id  arguments  and  obfervations,  he  Jhould  rather  tremble  for 
the  fuccefs  with  which  ihefe  old  obfervations  had  been  ap- 
plied by  his  noble  friend,  and  the  contrary  fate  which  had 
before  attended  the  novel  and  more  variable  ftile  of  the  mi- 
nifter. 

The  right  honourable  Henry  Dumias  thought  it  his  dutv 

"'  to  ftate  fome  of  thofe  reafons  to  the  Houfe  which  induced 

vhimto.decbire  himfelf  a  fincere  friend  to  this  quellion.     [A 

very  hearty  laugh.]     He  was  not  at  a  lofs,  he  faid,  to  account 

lor  the  merrixneat  which  gentlemen  feemed  to  poflefs ;  but  i  ii 

his 
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his  declaring  himfetf  a  ftiehd  to  the  meafurc,  he  T^iflied  to  be 
underftodd  as  fupporting  a  fpecific  propofnL'  He  had  objedlcd 
enly  to  thofc  gciienil  and  unexplained  fchemes  under  which 
the  Hiufe  was  to  be  converted  into  a  projedt-fhop,  and  they 
were  to  hold  committees  of  confultation  on  the  dirrafes  of  tl^ 
,  conftitution*  Againft  fuch  dark  ideas  he  had  always  fet  him- 
fclf ;  but  to  the  prefent  plan,  which  was  a  ftngle  and  complete 
aft,  which  went  not  only  to  an  immediate,  but  to  a  conihint 
reform  of  the  beprefentation,  which  would  hot  only  cure  the 
prefent,  but  the  radical  defefls  in  the  fabric  of  reprefentation, 
he  was  indined  to  give  his  moft  hearty  fupport ;  and  he  re- 
puted his  declaration,  that  hewasforry  that  any  thing  had 
been  introduced  into  the  debate  fo  totally  abftraAed  from  the 
bufinefs  as  the  qiieftion  of  the  American  war.  .  The  Ameri- 
can war  was  the  war  of  the  people ;  and  on  that  <)ocafion  it 
was  not  the  conftrudtion  of  the  Parliament  which  ga\'e  i;  ^ 

rife,  but  the  general  feeling  of  the  People,  and  which  was  de- 
chred  through  their  rcprefentatives.  It  was  not  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  blu«  ribband  who  was  the  author  of  that  war: 
Tie  did  no  more  than  execute  the  ideas  of  the  people,  and  in 
his  mind,  if  he  was  blameable  in  any  thing  it  was  for  execut-. 
ing  thofe  ideas  with  lefs  ardour  than  they  were  exprefled. 

He  faid  the  prefent  propofitions  were  tree  from  all  the  db- 
jeflions  which  had  Iain  againft  the  former  plans.  The  faciei 
inheritance  of  property  was  not  to  be  violated,  and  men 
were  not  to  be  outraged  by  peremptory  conditions.  No  man, , 
or  fet  of  men,  wefe  to  be  forced  to  enter  into  the  fch^me, 
unlefs  they  approved  of  the  conditions,  and  yet  fuch  were 
the  conditions,  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  they  woul^  be  ibon 
accepted. 

Mn  Burkiy  after  entertaining  the  Houlc  for  a  confidcrabte  Mr.  '^mM^ 
time  on  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  (Mr,  Dundas)  con- 
verfion  from  the  principles  of  anti-reformation,  proceeded  to 
•difcufs  the  nM'its  of  the  prefent  queftion,  as  well  as  the  man-^ 
ner  of  bringing  it  in.  It  oficred  one  alternative,  either  to 
adopt  this  limited,  confined  plan  of  refortn,  or  be  perhaps 
liable  to  receive  one  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  on  a  mctfe 
enlarged  fc^lt.  Between  the  Minifter  and  th^  Houfe  of 
Commons,  there  was  the  fame  fpecies  of  coii<ftrft*,  as  ?f  a 
robber  (hould  enter  riie  hotrie  of  a  man,  ahd  fay,  "  £et  me 
•*  takeaway  focH  things  as  Ipleafe,  and  I  fhall  loclc  the  door, 
^<*  and  keep  out  any  other  thieves:,  but  i£  you  refuse  t^cr  of- 
^  fer,  then  take  your  cbance  of  JoGng  all."  'The  dojflripie  ;  "  . 
which  h^kd  famed  fo  xauch  ground,  and  in  conformity  to 

wlkLch 
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eiift'iDg  in  its  prefent  fyftem  of  rq>i«(entationf"  That  it 
ruber  ihould  be  aflted  who  could  have  im^ined  and  framed 
fuch  a  Conftitution  f  The  work  not  merely  of  time,  as  had 
been  Aated,  bat  of  the  moft  extraordinary  feries  of  events, 
and  which  coald  be  laid  to  no  account  but  that  of  a  fpecial 
Providence  !  Nor  wac  the  queftion  without  perfonal  applica- 
tion, more  modem  allofions  apart. '  It  had  been  ^tated 
by  the  greatcA  political  hiftotian  of  antiquity ;  that  great  and 
wife  writer.  Tacitus,  doiog  as  the  right  bonoorable  gentle- 
man had  done,  remounting  to  firft  principles,  and  tracing 
thence  the  abflra^  theories  of  the  regal,  ariftocratic,  and  de- 
mocratic branches  of  Government,  adduced,  at  the  refult  of 
his  refearches,  this  remarkable  fentence  ^  "  Cuuifas  ttatiomt, 
^  out  reges,  out  primerejy  aut  popubts  rtgunt,  diUSa,  ex  bit 
"el  confieiata  Riipubliett  forma  laudarl  facilins  quam  nt- 
**  nire,  aut  fi  cuentgl,  non  diuluma  tffii  poteft^  That  learned 
and  petretrating  hiAorian  could  not  prefome  the  duration  of  a 
commonw^th  confifting  of  thele  mixed  ftates ;  be  knew 
that  the  momentum  of  the  democracy,  whetlter  acting  by  the' 
body  of  the  people,  or  by  a  repr^entation  nnqualned  and 
adapted  purely  to  popular  ideas,  rauA  quickly  bear  down  ons 
or  both  of  the  other  bnuiches  of  Oovernnieni;  and  had  it 
been  moreover  told  him,  that  in  this  pure  and  dirsSt  repre- 
lentation  of  the  numbers  of  the  people  were  to  originate  the 
Tsfources  of  war  and  peace,  the  primum  mabUe  of  public  re- 
¥enue,  the  doubts  of  Tacitus  would  not  hava  been  hypothe- 
tical ;  fuch  a  ftate,  he  could  not  hare  pre-conceived  to  exill  a 
moment.  This  was  not  a  time  of  night  to  trace  thofe  errors 
back  to  their  fource,  and  in  a  hiftory  from  the  Courts  de  Afwe, 
thrbugh  the  progreffion  of  parliamentary  growth,  to  mark  the 
grounds  of  miflake ;  that  he  fhould,  therefore,  join  ifliie 
with  the  right  honourable  moyer  on  the  a&uat  and  exiAing 
ftale  of  Parliament.  The  errors  of  the  right  hcmourable 
gentleutan  were  derived  from  a  fimilar  fource  with  the  diffi- 
cultidG  of  Tacitus ;  the  reprefentation  of  the  People  was  hit 
favourite  expreffion,  but  if  he  meant  a  reprefentation  of  poll 
ornumbers,  and  fo  every  point  of  his  reform  implied,  hefaid, 
%-e  were  n^t  the  reprefentation  of  the  People,  but  of  the  Peo- 
ple's ir^ercfls.  The  confifbjncy  of  that  Houfe  was  qualified 
by  the  equipoife  of  the  landed,  the  commercial,  and  the  popu- 
lar interell.  This  proportion  of  balance  could  not  be  IhiAed 
but  with  danger  to  the  Conftitiition  of  the  country ;  adding 
to  one  of  thefe  principles  might,  in  the  end,  be  fubverCve  (rf 
the  very  exiflence  of  that  Hciufe^  which,  loaded  with  a.  new 

and 
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and  &lfe  bias,  might  bp  thereby  dire£bed  to  fojne  gulph  Q.f 
ruin  tiow  unfoi;e(een  ;  that  at  this  point  of  the  argument  he 
muft  take  occi|fioii  to  anfwer  the  Attorney  Generqli  when  hp 
afked),  ^'  b  tl)iere  a  man  in  jthis  Houfe,  who,  fairly  and  in  his 
confcjence,  reje<Sk$  the  principle  of.  adding  to  the  county 
members.?**  TT^e  anfwer  was,  "i  do,  and  1  do  in  fear  that 
fome  fpirit  may  be  infuied  into  this  body,  not  congenial  therer 
with,  and'v^bich  may  zffeA  the.  vitals  and  corode  the  very  main 
fpring  that  regulates  its  mptlon  ;  and  I  do,  from  other  mo* 
tines,  and  motives  which,  if"  well  founded,  deferve  the  moft 
:feriou$  attention  of  this  Uoufe.^    Much  has  b^n  faid  of  the 
cohefioo  qf  parties,  .nauch  on  the  other  fide  of  individual  in- 
dependency^  and  pf  mouldering  away  every  conne£Hon  of 
men  in  that  Jioufe :  in  the  preient  ftate  of  public  manners  it 
%^as  not  tp  be  apprehended,  that  to  buy  or  to  retain  would  lapfe 
into  difuf^ge,  or  that  a  Minifler  might  not  engage  a  cpnCf- 
tency  of  fupport  to  his  meafures.     7*he  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman m^ight  anticipate,  pefhaps^  the  application  of  the  fa- 
mous fentence  in  Montclquicu,  —  ^*  But  was. there  no  other 
corruption  but  venality,"    He  feared  a  \yprfe,  and  pf  more 
fatal  tendency,  than  the  holding  put  merf^Iy  places  of  public 
ttufj:  to  men  of  ability  and  adventurers  in  policy,  were  thefe 
county  members  to  be  added.  .  In  one  light,  they  muft  be 
men  who  had  come  into  that  Houfe  on  the.  great  landed  inte- 
refl  of  a  county,  and  in  a  county,  perhaps,  there  was  as  much 
undue  influence  as  at  an  eiloflion  for  aiiy  borough  :  when  fea* 
ted  there,  fome  futurfs  Minifler  might  find  it  necefla^ry  to  at< 
.  tach  an  authority  to  his  fupport,  become  thus  numerous  and       ' 
weighty  ;tbp  corope^  wa^only  his  bribe,  his  only  att;'a(5lion 
to  men  of  this  defcriptiorf ;  and  an  attraction,  as  ej^perience 
proved,  fiot  pften  reHiled*    Thus,  perhaps,  in  a  fhort  fuc* 
,cefEon  of  Minifters,>mucb  more  of  the  great  landed  interelt 
would  pafs.  into  the  Houfe  .of  Lords^  there  ey^r  accumulating, 
and  rarely  or  never  returning.   The  cpnijsqvience  was  obvious; 
.  the  great  bnd.?^  intereft  th?  people  wovild  ever  look  up  to  in 
their  countijcs,  i^q d  in  the  national  Council^ ;  to  thep^  wou^d 
their  confi^enqe-be  diie6ledj  to  them  their  petitions  addrefled, 
and  under  all  the  circumi^i^^ces  it  were  idle  tp  fay,  that  the 
revenue  and  mpney  bills  ihould  not  theq  originate  there; 
ivbilfl  .th;^t  Houfe,  la^lqi  ix^to  difreputes  ^nd  even  to  derifion, 
Height  fit   idly   difputing..  abqut.  viuiniportant   matters,    or 
platters   they  had.  fcarcely.  wejight    to    interfere    in,    ai^d 
idly  attended  by  forty  members,  inllead  of  the  very  nii- 
merout   af&mbly  that   dignified    the    prefent    queftipn.  -r- 
Oxi  the  call  of  additional  county  members^  other,  and  as 
.     VoLtXYIU,  M  danr 
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dwgerous,  CLrCnmftanccs  might  alik,  from  caufsE  widely 
tlifierent  juid  of  dificrent  tendency.     He  alluded  to  the  ni- 
venturous  caodidates,  who  oppofed  the  sHftocrzcy  of  a  county, 
and  who,  to  fecure  an  eleftion,  might  feed  the  piejudicei  of 
the  commonalty,  might  tign  tefts,  and  pledging  themfelves  to 
every  felf-injurious  prepOTfeflion,  might  find  their  way  into 
(hat  Houfe  under  engagements,  and  wrth  abilitiet  too,  backed 
by  the  popular  clamour  to  urge  new  claims,  new  Kformi, 
frefli  innovations.     The  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  had  ad- 
duced, as  favourable  to  his  reform,  that  its  principle  was  conn 
pleted  in  his  plan,  and  was  thut  ^nat ;  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  might  anfwer  for  himfclf,  but  who  would  fay, 
that  a  new  man  Ihould  not  propofe  a  new  mode ;  apd  having 
cut  down  the  picfcriptive  barrier  of  the  conftitution  of  that 
Houfe,  would  he  not  leave  a  breach  open  for  every  forlorn 
JlOpe,  ^i  erununam  perdidil,  to  enter  and  rifle  at  pleafure } 
And  the  more  was  this  to  l>e  feared,  as  prejudicei  of  the  peo- 
ple might  join  too  under  the  precedent  to  aid  thofe  who,  by 
fuch  ruinous  means,  would  leek  to  palh  him  from  his  ftoot ; 
for  it  could  not  be  faid  that  the  prefont  plan  came  up  to  the 
prefent  declarations  of  the  reformers.    The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  faid,  that  leaving  the  ConAltutioh  in  its 
prefent  Aate,   was  tending  to  weaken  the  lore  of  (he  pcc^le 
to  their  country;  ?  more  proper  application  m'ght  be  tnade 
pf  thofe  words ;  to  innovau,  is  tCirftng  to  weaken  the  love 
of  the  People  to  their  country ;  it  was  tending  to  weaken  that 
jconfidence  in  that  Houfe,  inaword,  that  attachment  to  the 
pld  Britifh  Conllitution,  %riiich  arofe  from  a  prefcrij^ive  ▼«- 
neration,  and  which  could  not  belong  to  a  new  fyftem )  tnnch 
of  patriotifm,  and  its  moft  eflentlal  force,  was  founded  on  ha- 
bitual regard,  and  local  and  long  prepoQeffions ;  thcfe  wete 
what  gave  a  force  of  charafler,  even  to  thofe  who  lived  id* 
and  were  prejudiced  to  countries,  whether  under  the  pfayfical 
diladvantiges,  as  the  Laplander,  or  under  political,  as  France, 
when  compared  with  our  clime  and  Conftitution.     He  doled 
with  obferving  on  an  cxpreffion  of  Mr.  Powys,  tending  to 
give  the  idea,  that  the  buCncfs  was  brought  forward  by-  Go- 
vernment, and  as  a  minifteriai  meafure.     He  cotild  not  look 
'  upon  it  in  that  light;  he  had  fupported,  and  ftiould  t;ontinuc 
to  fupport  that  Adminiftration,  rram  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  abi- 
lities, and  a  full  confidence  in  the  Integrity  of  the  Minifter ; 
an  integrity  which,  even  in  the  fpeechwhich  be  reprobated, 
gave  a  more  beauteous  glow  and  colour  to  the  very  luminouc 
iSft>lay  with  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hid  orna- 
I  '  merited 


tnented  hi$  ibbjeft ;  but  tbatt-^if  on  fuch  pi  ^eftiaD»  fo  touch«> 
Lng  the  deareft  and  moft  important  Intereft,  pf  eyery  EngUlh'^ 
Enan>  he  could  funender  his  convi<3ion  even  to  the  tendered 
influence  of  the  right  honourable  gentlonan^s  deareft  partia- 
lity, or  ihoft  honourable  friendmip,  he  fliould  efteem  Kimfelf 
not  only  unworthy  to  fit  in  that  Houfe,  but  even  in  the  com^ 
pany  of  any  honourable  and  eood  man  whatever*  .' 

Mn  Jbanka  paid  very  high  compliments  to  his  right  ho*  Mr.B«Bkit. 
nourable  friend,  but  he  faidne  could  not  accede  to  t^e  motion, 
tiad  it  been  a  motion  for. a  Committee,  he  would  hav9  voted 
for  it,  as  he  had  r^ubrly  ;voted  fot  the  other  queftionc.  Mr* 
Bankes  by  no  means  s»pproved  pf  purchafing  the  boroughs 
with  the  public  money.   . , 

Mr.  Chancellor  JPitt  clofed  the  debate  in  a  few  wptjs,  irt  Mr.  cIma. 
reply  to  what  had  fallen  ftom  Mr.  Bankes,  as  Mr.  Bankes^l  '^^^''^^ 
objefibion  had  been  fingly  ftaft^  by  himfelf.     Mr.  Pitt  pro- 
feued  a  very  fincere  fideodfiup  for  f  he  honourable  gentleman* 
and  faid,  it  gave  him  feni)ible  Pfiifi  to  find  be  differed  with 
him  upon  ground,  which  he  thought  fo  extraordinaiY. 

At  about  a  quarter  before  four  in  the  morning>  the  HquSi 
divided  on  the  queftion^ 

Ayes,       -        -        m 
Noes,       •        •        248 

Majority  againft  thjs  qfeftioa     .'74 


A  correft  Lift  of  thofe  Members  who  voted  with  the  Right 
Honouiable  \yilliam  Pitt^  on  the  above  Motion  for  a 
Parliamentary  Reform* 

William  Charles  Sk>per,  Efq.  St.  Alban'sy  Herefordihire 

Richard  Pepper  Arden,.  E(q.  Al^bomugh,  Yorkfliine 

Nicholas  Bayley,  Efq.  Anglefea 

Richard  Pentf,  Efq.  Appleby>  Weftmorelaad 

Richard  Beckford,  Efo.  Arundel,  Suflfex 

WOIiarn  Wrightfon,  Efq.  Avlefbury,  fiucke 

Hon.  John  Jefleries  Pratt,  Bath,  city  ef 

Samuel  Whitbread,  Efq.  Bedfotd^  town  of 

WiUiam  Qolhpun^  Efq*  ditto 

The  Right  Hon#Lord  Delayal,  Berwick,  Northumberland 


Sir  Chriftopher  Sykes,  Bart.  Beveiiey,-  Yorkfliire 
John  NichoUs,  Efa.  Blechingly,  Surrey 
Charles  Mprgaru  Efq.  Brecoft,  county  of 
Kaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Efq^  Bri^ienortfi,  Shropftii 


Alexapder  Hppd^  Ef).  BridgeWMer,  Semeiieifliire 

IVI  2  Charles 
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Charfcs  Swri,  Efq.  Bridport,  Derfetrtiiffc  ',  , 

Henry  Cruger,  Efq.  Briftol,  city  of 

John  Aubrey,  Elq.  Buckinghammirfe  '  -•    ■ 

lohn  Call,  Efq.  Callington,  Cornwall'    ■  ■   , 

Paul  Orchard,  Eft.  ditto 

Right  Hon.  iraac  Barre,  Calne,  Wihflure     '    ' 

Sir  Henry  PeVton,  Bart.  Cambridgdhire 

Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Eufton,  Catnbridge  Univerfity 

Right  Hon-  William  Pitt,  ditto 

James  Wanvbod  Adeane,  Efg.  Cambridge,  towi^  of 

GeorgeGipp's,  Efq.  Canterburyj  city  of 

Charles  Roblnfon,  Efq.  ditto 

Right  Hon.  tirl  of  Surrey,  Carllfl^  cf^y  of      ' 

John  Parry,  Efq;  Caernarvonfhire 

Thomas  Steel,  Efq.  Chicheller,  city  of      ■ 

George  White  Thomas,  Efq-  ditto   ■ 

Right  Hon.  Lord  ApQey,  Cirencefter,  douceni^rfliire 

tohn  Lee,  Efq.  ClitherW,  Lancaihire 

John  Lowther,  Efq.  Cockermouth,  Cumberland 

Sir  William  Lemon,  Cornwall,  county  of         ' 

I.  W.  Heneage,  E%._  Crick  lade,  Wiltt  .' 

Robert  Nicholas,  E3q.  ditto 

William  Lowther;  Hq.  Cflmberland  ' 

Edward  Miller  Muridy,  Efq.  Deibyfliire 

Francis  John  Browne,  Efq.  Dorletuure 

Robert  Preflon,  Efq.  Dover,  Keni  . 

Hon.  James  Luttrell,  ditto 

SirCIiarlesDavers,  Bait; St.  EdmdndflJiiry,  Suffolk 

John  Bullock,  Efq.  Eflex,  county  of  * 

Sir  John  Runout,  £art.Eveftam,  WorceAerfliire  ' 

Charles  William  B^ughlBn  Rous,  Efq. 

Peter  Balhurft,  Efq.  Eye,  Suffi>lk 

John  Grant,  E^.  Fowfy,  Cornwall 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Kewhavenj   Catton,  Surrey 

John  James  Haipilton,  Eft].  St.  Germains,  Comw^ 

John  Baynes  Garforth,  Efq.  Hailemere,  Surrey 

Thomas  Poftlethwaito,  Efq.- ditto 

John  Dawes,  Efq.  Raftings,  Suites  . 

RigbtLtiflh.  Lord  Milford,  Haverford  W«ft,.Pembrokeflxire 

John  Scudagiore,  Efq.  Hereford,  city  of 

William  Plumer,  Efq.  Hertfordihire 

Edward  Bearcroft,  Elq.  Hindoo,  Wilts 

Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Yongp,  Bart.  Hcniton,  Devonfliire 

Sir  Geoigo  Collier,  Kat.  ditto  .... 
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Right  Lon.  Earl.Ludiov,  Hontingdonikire      r  '       /    '    ^ 

Benjamin  fiend  Hopkins^  £fq.  Ucbefter,  Scmierfetihlre    4     ' 

William  Middletbn,  Efq.  Ipfwich,  Suffolk  •  •  1  ;  : 

Charles  Alexander  Crickett,  £fq.  dittos 

Hon.  Charles  Marflnmy*  Kent 

Filmer  Honey woodi  Efo.  ditto  .  / 

Samuel  Thornton,  £fq.  Kingfton-^upoml^ll^  Yorkfliipe  r 

Walter  Spcnoer^tsmhope^  Efq.  dkto   ,  •  .       i  Jr . 

James  Hare,  Efq.  Kjtorelborou^  Yorkikire 

Abraham  RAwlinfon^  Efq.  Lancaftec,"  tovfn  of 

Right  Hoh«  Lord*  Ao^gih  Xiunoifibdh    Cornwall    .     . 

John  Peach  Hungerford,  Efq.  Letdsfterihire  .    . 

John  Macnamaray  Efq^Leicefter^  tWnof 

Charles  Loraine  Smith,  Efq.  ditto  }    .  >  /j 

John  Hunter,  E^.  JLeomimler)  H|^«fi>rdfhire 
Ion.  John  Elliot,  Lefkeard^Xormwdl    . 
John  Thomas  Ellisy  Efq.  Leftwithi^  .Cornwall 
Thomas  Kemp,  Efq.  Lewes,  Suflex  ...  ? ! 

Brook  Watfon,  Efq.  London 

Sir  Watkih  Lcwesi  Knt*  ditta       ^  ' 

Nathaniel  Newnham,  Efq.  ditto    ^         - 
John  Sawbridg^  Efq.  ditto 
Richard  Payne  Knkht,  Ef<^  Ludlow,  Shropfhire 
Clement  Taylor,  £fq.  Maidflone>  Kent:  ;     ^ 

(jerard  Noel  Edwards,  £fi|.  ditto 
Right  Hon.  Lor<l  Walthain,  Maiden,  Eflex 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Vifir.  Maitland^  Malmfhury,  Wilts       i  *' 
Sir  Thomas  Rich,  Bart.  Marlow,  Bucks  i 

ChrUlophei- Hawkins,  Efa.'St.  Micbael,  Cornwall 
Evan  Lloyd  Vaug^an,  Elq*  Mj^riotietUhire 
John  Wilkes,  Efq.  Middlcfex    .  .  .         t 

William  Main wairing,.  Efq.  ditto  . 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Muncafter,  Milboume-Port,  Sonierfet^' 

Siire  !.".}' 

John  Morgan,  Efq.  Monmouthfliite  .i    ;.  !' 

J  ohn  Sutton,  Efq.  Newark,  Nottinghamflure  .  ; 

Archibald  Macdonald,    Efq.  NewcadUe  under  Lime,   Staf^' 

fordihire  -  *  .  '  ^  ' 

Charles  frandlinjs,  Elq.  Newcaftle.upon  Tyne,.  Nortbumf*- 

^         berland  • 

ohn  Barrington,  Efq.  Nejnrtoil,  HantS/  .    t  ^ 

^ir  Edii^ard  Aftlev,  Bart.  Norfolk  '  ^      * 

Henry  Pierfe,  Eiq.  Northaljertoo,  YorkAiire        >    *  .  ' 
i^     Sir  James Langfiam^  Bart.  Northamptonihire       :..  v--\-;: 

Right 
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Daniel  Pulrcney,  Efq.  Bramber 

Robert  Waller,  Efq.  Chi pping-Wy comb©. 

J,  Poliexfen  Baftard,  Efq.  Devonlhire 

Arthur  Holdl'worth,  Efq.  Dartmouth 

John  Sinclair,  E(q.  Leftwi&iel 

John  Fenton  Cawthome,.  Efq.  Lincob) 

Sir  Harboqrd  Harboard,  tsorwich 

John  Stephenfon,  Efq<  Plyinptoq 

Hon.  Edward  Norton,  CarliHe 

Abel  Smith,  Efq.  St.  Gerouin'a 

Sir  John  Rous,  Suffolk 

Santuel  Smith,  Efq.  Worcefter 

(iabriel  Steward,  Efq.  Weymouth 

William  Lygon,  Efq,  Woiceilerflure. 

.  Mr.  Eden  rofe  and  faidj  that  as  the  laft  packet  from  the  Eaft 
Indies  had  brought  advices  of  which  he  had  heard  and  feen  enoagh 
to  know,  that  they  contained  fome  moft  interefting  accounts, 
tending  in  the  moft  pointed  manner,  either  to  fatfi^,  or  to  ve- 
rify, what  had  been  ftated  by  the  DircflOTS  laft  year,  in  their 
eftimate  of  effe<5ual  relief,  on  which  h*  had  brought  a  fpe- 
pial  Report  before  the  Houfe,  he  ihould  think  it  right,  ivhen 
'fufficicntly  informed,  or  at  fome  future  period,  to  bring  thote 
accounts  before  Parliament,  for  a  fair  judgement,  and  for 
due  confideration  :  in  the'  mean  time,  he  muft  fubmit  it  to 
the  Directors,  to  be  incumbent  on  them,  both  in  their  offi- 
cial duties,  and  inJiyiduat  charaftert,  to  flep  forwards  foon. 
and  to  Aate  how  far  the  late  accounts  bad  either  confirmed 
or  Fcfijted  their  former  eftimatei.  ■  ■ 

Mr.  Dundas  rofe,  juft  to  fignify  his  defire  that  it  might 
-  not  be  underi^ood,  that  every  particular  paper  relari>pe  to  tbfe 
Eaft-India  Company,  that  gentlemen  chofe  to  call  ifor,  was 
to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  as  a  matter  of  courfe.  Mr, 
Dundas  faid,  the  affaifs  of  the  Company  were  under-  arrangt- 
ment  before  the  Board  of  Control ;  and,  therefore,  it  became 
the  Icfs  eHentia)  for  the  Houfe  to  jiaye  papers  from  time  to 
time,  as  fall  as  it  was  known  that  fuch  and  fucb  a  paper  was 
in  exiftence. 

e.      Mr.  Burke  reprobated  the  dotflrinc  delivered  by  Mr."  Dur^- 

das,  as  every  way  unjuflifiable.    Tie'  reminded  the  gentleman 

that  the  Eafl-Iiidia  Company  had  applied  ta  the  Houfe  for  a 

refraining 
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teftahiing  bill  Iii  the  conrfe  of  the  h^  feflion,  ^d  that  thej^ 
had  profented  accoidnts  ^md  papers^  decltired  to  be  the  tnit 
ftate  of  their  affairs,  as  the  grounds  otl  which  they  prayed 
relief;  The  Houie  had  proceeded  ripbh  thofe  documet^ts,  and 
had  pafled  a  bill,  authorifing  the  Company  to  withhold  the 
payment  of  bills  to  a  confiderable  amount,  for  a  limited  p^ 
riod.  The  Uoufe,  therefore,  had  made  themfdves  parties^' 
and  had  become  refponfible  for  the  payqjeirt  of  thofe  bills, 
when  the  period  that  the  Company  were  liable  to  th6  payment 
of  the  bills  ihould  arrive,  'in  cafe  the  Company  fliould  then 
be  in  a  ftate  of  infolvency.  In  like  manner  the  Moufe  had 
grounded  the  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Company^ 
affairs,  paffed  laft  feffion,  upon  the  credit  they  gave  to  the 
account  of  the  ilate  of  the  Company's  affairs  at  that  time 
prefentedy  in  contradid^ion  to  a  different  ftatement  of  their 
affairs  made  known  to  the  Houfe,  upon  which  a  different 
bill  had  in  a  former  feffion  bieen  brought  in  and  paffed,  but 
had  been  thrown  out  by  the  Loixls.  He  hid  restifon  to  be- 
lieve that  the  ftatement  of  their  affairs,  on  which  the  firft  of 
the  two  bills  was  grounded,  was  the  true  ftatement,  and  that 
when  the  matter  could  reaHy  be  developed,  it  would  be' 
found  that  the  affairs  of  the  Company  were  going  down,  and 
tinlefs  fome  fudden  turn  happened,  they  would  foon  fall'ta 
pieces  altogether.  Mn  Burke  added  a  few  tftore  arguments 
of  a  ikhilar  natiirei 

Mn  BartHg  faid,  he  prefiimed  the  paper  in  queftion  had  Mr.3ann^ 
been  brought  ov(?r  by  the  Siirprize  packet ;  if  fo,  he  believed 
the  paper  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Dircftors,  With  re- 
gard to  the  ftatement  of  the  Company's  affairs  delivered  to* 
that  Houfe,  every  fuch  ftatement  was  neceffarily  compofed 
of  two  parts,  the  account  of  their  affairs  at  home,  and  an  ac- 
count of  their  affairs  abroad.  One  part  of  which  was  nccef- 
farily  founded  in  fome  degree  on  conjedlurd>  tlie  other  on 
duthority  of  greater  certainty.  If  the  Dire^ors  made  any 
miftake  in  that  part  of  the  ftatement  which  was  founded  partly 
on  conjedlure,  they  certainly  would  not  be  thought  to  de- 
ferve  much  blam^,  though  if  they  wilfully  mifreprefented 
any  particular  in  the  other  diviilon,  that  where  they  might 
have  been  corredl  if  they  chofe  it,  they  undoubtedly  deferved 
cenfure.  Now,  the  fadi  was,  the  Direftors  had  fallen  into 
an  'terror,  in  the  account  of  the  cafh  they  expefted  by  a  cer- 
tain ftated  period ;  they  had  computed  it  at  feven  hundred 
tboufand  pounds,  whereas  from  the  partiality  of  the  public 
for  Eaft-India  gobds^   and  the  increafe  of  the  Company's 
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cuftonif  tbeircafli  amountod  to  fourteen  hundred  thonfiuid 
pounds.  16  the  computed  prpduce  of  their  home  falcs  alfo 
the  Directors  bad  fsilen  into  a  like  error ;  tor  it  had  amoont- 
cd  to  an  excefs  of  two  millions  over  the  Turn  which  they  had 
Aated.  Mr.  Baring  added,  that  the  Company's  a&airs  in 
^nerai  were  in  a  moll  prol'perous  ftate,  and  there  was  not 
the  finallcft  doubt  but  they  would  maintain  their  credit  in 
every  particular. 
lita.  Mr.  Edm  faid,  tlie  Direflors  certainly  had  the  paper ;  for, 
to  his  knowledge,  it  was  in  prjvate  hands,  which  could 
not  be  the  cafe,  if  it  had  not  come  into  the  Diredors'  hands 
firft. 

The  order  of  the  day  being,  upon  motion,  read,  for  the 
Houfe  to  refolve  itfelt  into  a  Committee  on  the  petitions 
againll  the  tax  of  laU  year  on  cottons,  cotton  ftufis,  &c. 
the  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  took  his  feat  at 
die  table. 
:h»n.  Mr.  Chancellor  Piit  laid,  that  it  would  be  neceflary  for 
'"'"•  him  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  the  fubje6l  before  the 
Committee,  in  order  to  explain  his  motives  for  the  d<xi{ion 
which  he  w«uld  recommend  to  them  to  adopt.  He  wifhed 
firft  to  call  their  attention  to  fome  ctrcumllances,  that  had 
attended  the  original  introdufllon  of  this  tax.  The  cotton 
manufaifiure  had  been  found  to  have  been  for  a  confiderable 
time  in  an  increafing  ftate,  and  this,  under  the  remarkable 
circumftance  of  the  nrft  coft  on-  the  raw  material  having  con- 
■  fideiably  rifen  in  its  price:  from  hence  it  naturally  appeared 
to  be  a  proper  obje<S  of  taxation,  without  any  danger  of 
a  material  injury  to  the  trade,  either  with  regatJ  to  home 
confumption  or  exportation.  The  firft  confideration  of 
.  courfe  was  how  to  impofe  this  tax ;  at  one  t>me  it  was 
luggefled  to  lay  it  on  the  raw  material;  at  another  time,  on 
the  machinery  of  the  manufadturr;  and  a  variety  of  other 
modes  had  prefented  themfelves.  In  the  courfe  of  thefearches 
which  the  Board  of  Treafury  madc)  for  information  on  this 
fubje£t,  they  received  from  the  diilerent  clalTes  of  the  manu- 
^^urers,  different  objections  to  each  mode  propofed;  and 
at  length,  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  trade,  deputed  ibme 
of  their  own  members  to  negociate  their  interefis  with  Ad- 
miniAration :  after  feveral  conferences  with  thefe  delegates, 
during  which  various  of  their  objeiTiions  were  conceded  to, 
the  prefent  mode  wai,  with  their  acquiefcence,  adopted;  and 
ta  Uk  choice  of  tliis  mode,  the  Board  of  Treafury  certainlv 

could 
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could  have  no  juft  reafon  to  Apprehend  any  complaint  againft 
them;  becaufe  not  only  a  tax  of  a  fimilar  nature,  and  colledl- 
ed  in  the  fame  manner,  had  b^en  fo  long  ago  as  the  reign  of 
Queen' Anne,  laid  upon  another  branch  of  the  cotton  ma- 
nufafture,  which  identical  branch,  fo  far  from  fuffering  any 
diminution  from  thence,  had  fince  arrived  to  a  very  great 
degree  of  magnitude  and  importance.     It  appeared,  after- 
wards, that  the  manufafturers  took  exceptions  to  the  con- 
<iudl  of  tlieir  deputies  in  this  bufinefs,  withdrew  their  fub- 
ftitution  and  authority,  and  made  new  obje£tions.     Thofe 
objeditns,  he  faid,  were,  however,  not  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Treafury,  fufficient  to  fuftantiate  the  alledged  im- 
propriety of  the  meafure.     They  principally  turned  on  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  trade  being  totally  ruined ;  more  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  inconvenience  likely  to  arife  from  the  mode 
of  impofit ion,  than  from  the  amount  of  the  tax;  but  he  be- 
lieved the  principal  fource  of  difcontent  was,  in  the  unwil* 
lingnefs  all  men  had  to  pay  taxes  of  any  kind.   If  no  other 
taxes  were  to  be  impbfed  but  fuch  as  all  men  agreed  to,  our 
refources  might  fairly  be  faid  to  be  at  an  end.     The  meafure 
was  accordingly  finally  decided  on  by  the  Bo^rd  of  Treafury, 
.and  afterwards  pafled  iiito  a  law. 

The  complaints  of  the  manufifturcrs  had  not  yet  fubfided, 
and  they  had  now  applied  to  Parliament  for  a  repeal  of  that 
tax;  urging  in  their  petitions,  the  mofl  violent  apprchen* 
fions  of  a  total  extin6tion  of  the  manufadlure,  fliould  it  conr 
tinue.     There  had  been  a  Very  long  and  elaborate  ferics  of 
arguments  offfercd  to  the  Committee  by  the  counfbl  for  the  - 
petitioners,  and  a  vaft  field  of  evidence  gone  into  for  the 
purpofe  of  fupporting  the  allegations  on  which  their  claim  to 
the  attention  of  Parliamei^t  was  grounded;  but  he  muil  ac* 
knowledge,  that  all  the  ingenuity,  and  all  the  zeal  which 
had  been  difplayed  on  the  occafibn,  had  not  brought  home 
to  his  mind  a  convi6^ion  of  the  impolicy  or  hardfhip  of  the 
tax    complaified  of.    It  certainly  mufl  have  flruck  every 
members  of  the  Committee,  that  although  the  allegations 
of  the  petitions  themfelves  were  fuflSciently  far-fetched  and 
extenfive,  yet  that  tlifi  evidence  in  aid  of  them  was  out  of 
all  meafuvB  exaggerated  and  uncandid.    There  was  fcarcely 
a  fingle  flage  of  the  examination,  or  a  fingle  point  of  the 
inquiry,  on  which  there  was  not  a  glaring  and  evident  de- 
fire  m  the  witnefles  to  miflead  and  deceive  the  Houfe.    It 
had  been  laid  down  as  a  do£trine,  that  no  manufaAurer  what- 
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vverought'tobe  miieSabjt^  to  tautioarthis  was  a  princi- 
ple which  he  was  ready  in  Ibme  degree  t9  a4oiit,  but  by  no 
means  in  a  latitude  equol  to  that  in  which  it  was  endeavouiol 
to  be  e/liihl tilled.  Manufaftures  in  general  qught  to  be  fret 
from  taxes,  left  otherwife  they  Oiould  be  lb  far  depreffed,  u 
either  to  endanger  their  eitportation,  or  elle  diminiHi  thtir 
home  con  Turn  pi  ion.  The  drawbacks  in  this  iiiftance  pre- 
vented the  former  of '  theie- misfortunes,  and  from  the  evi- 
dence produced,  it  clearly  appeared  that  tlie  latter  ]iad  doi 
yet  taken  place.  In  his  opinion,  what  ought  principally  tc 
fx  avoided  in  tl.c  pra^ice  -of  this  doctrine  was,  the  taxing  d 
iirticles  which  generally  run  through  manufafturcK,  or  d 
jrotnmodities  which,  in  their  conlumption,  were  conAned  le 
jfew,  becaufe  in  one  cafe  the  tax  might,  and  the  other  nt 
ceiliiriiy  rauft  fall  heavy  on  tlie  individual ;  but  heic  ther: 
.w^s  no  fuch  principle,  the  confumption  of  each  fex  was  Co 
general,  that  the  tax  might  rather  buconfidarul  as  a  perfonil 
tax  on  the  confumer,  than  as  a  tax  on  the  confumption.— 
Their  pext  objeil  to  ellablUh  was,  that  the  tax  in  quefticf 
.waK  almoft  totally  unprodudiive,  in  proportion  to  the  necef 
iary  expcnces  of  coileilion.  They  had  for  this  pur^fe  flaiet 
the  amount  only  at  io,oool.;  this  he  was  ready  to  aficr 
was  not  a  true  calculation:  to  prove  it,  the  Committee  hs. 
pnly  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  general  fl^te  of  the  na 
Dufa^ure,  and  to  the  proportion  the  tax  bore  to  the  quan 
lity  of  thecommodiiy;  on«  penny  on  the  fquare  yard.  Froi! 
fience  it  would  appear,  tliat  two  millions  of  yards,  woi.i 
yery  nearly  produce  tbe  fom  alledged  tobe  theamouot  of  th 
whole  tax;  hut  it  was  notorious,  that  tho  quantity  of  tt 
commodity  exceeded  that  which  be  had  mentioned  in  : 
leal^  a  treble  proportion.  He  &id  there  were  Sq^ooo  perfot 
in  the  mam^at^ure;  the  men  at  a  weekly  hire  of  8s.  tb 
women  and  children  at  4s. :  the  very  wages  of  the  thele  pei 
fons  would  amount  to  more  than  what  the  iiianufa£l  uie 
had  ftated  the  tax  to  produce.  The  quantity  of  raw  cottc 
annually  imported  was  about  ten  millions  of  pounds,  ' 
ivhich  it  was  computed,  that  one  million  and  a  half  was  ep 
ployed  in  various  mifceJIaneous  articles;  part,  for  iiiAanc 
in  liockings  and  othe,r  fuch  matters  not  concerned    io   tl 

Erefent  quefLion,  and  part  to  be  eftimated  as  waftc ;  five  in 
OQS  were  employed  in  the  printing  bujinefs,  and  thecefo 
(three  millioni  and  a  half  remained  ii^  the  fufliaas  and  pia 
cottons,  to  which  his  prtifent  argument  was  confined,     ^o' 
of  tjiofe  manufa£tures,  it  appeared,  that,  on  an  average,  c 
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pound  wouM  make  three  yard«,  becaof^  there  •«rere  to  be  inr 
eluded  in  the  calculation  mixed  ftuffs,  ^hich  took  a  mudi 
Lefs  quantity,  as  well  as  entire  f^ftians,  which  in  fome  i»^ 
dances  might  take  more.  ThiSt  he  f4id»  would  fufi^cieatlf 
edablifli  his  affertion,  that  the  apspunt  of  ^he  tax,  ag  il^ted  by 
the  petitioners,  bore  no  proportion  to  tbetruth,  ag  it  wasthu9 
evident,  that  the  quantity  of  the  conimodity  maniifitdlurei} 
was  fuch  as  mull  of  nacefiity  produce  a  Cum,  almoft  bpygnd 
bound  Sy  greater  than  that  ftated. 

Another  objedion  had  been,  taken  by  the  petitioners,  on 

the  ground  of  the  difEculty  and  de4ttfiions,  attending  thf 

drawbacks  on  exportation ;  and  here  they  had  given  thenmlves 

a  latitude  that,  perhaps,  was  in  fonie  tneafure  excufabie,  on  ? 

fuhjeA  which  fo  nearly  concerned  any  of  the  commerce iii*^ 

terefts  of  the  natioq ;  tbev  had  drawn  into  the  queftion  th^ 

ponfideracion  of  the  refolutions,  then  depending  btfore  the 

•Ilo.ufe,  rektive  to  the  Iriih  commerce.    Indeed  thoft  Irifli 

Refolutions  ieemed  to  have  an  extraordinarily  comprehenfive 

quality  ;  they  were  indued  with  a  fort  of  ambiguity,  for  they 

had  been  found  to  apply  to  cafes  infinitely  more  remote  front 

them  than  the  pr^fent.    A  right  honourable  gentleman,  for  , 

inftance,  oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Fox)  bad  thought  them  ex<r 

tremely  ufeful  in  affording  an  illuftration  pf  his  aigumeats  ro^ 

lative  to  the  reprefentation  of  the  People  of  England  in  Par«> 

}iament.   Had  he  therefore  felt  any  furprize  at  the. cotton  mg* 

nufii^urers  extending  them  to  their  own  cafe,  it  would  hav^ 

entirely  fubfided  on  his  finding  what  an  infinitely  greater  de^ 

gree  of  e)cten(ion  they  were  capable  of.     The  obje<Stions^ 

however,  oo  this  ground  were,  as  far  as  they  went,  of  mudi 

greater  importance  than  that  which  he  had  already  confidered; 

but  ijlill  they  were  fuch  as,  by  a  different  regulation  in  th^    , 

mode  of  obtaining  the  drawback,  might  be  Obviated.    Th^ 

next  complaint  wa^,  that  the  mode  of  ooUe£lion  was  fuqh  ae 

neceflarily  fubje£^ed  the  manufafiure  to  an  inconvenience  of 

^  magnitude  infinitely  difproportioned  to  the  fum  raifed  for 

the  Public;  this,  he  admitted,  was  a  ftrong  ground  of  objec* 

tion,  if  true  in  the  latitude  in  which  it  had  been  ftated ;  but 

heie  be  obferved,  that  the  petitioners  had  acknowledged  them# 

felvesta  be  very  much  m^ifiaken  in  their  original  opipion ;  for 

the  inconveniences  which  they  had  complained  of  in  their  pe- 

tuioQ,  and  fupperted  by  their  evidence,  were  by  no  comp^** 

fihn  equal  to  what  they  had  before  ilated  in  their  memorial^ 

to  the  Board  of  Treafury,  a$  the  certain  refult  of  the  mea^ 

fure,  nor  to  that  which  they  had  endeavoured  to  imprefs  tb# 

Hqu&  would  hereafter  arile  from  Us  continuance :  how^yer, 

the 
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n  ilfclf  fo  ftrong,  that  rf 
:  any  degree,  it  would  be 
nty  might  be  one  adopted 
ice  complained  of  to  the 
nly  could  not  have  any 

neccfliirily  require  feveral 
to  accompli  fii. 

he  removed,  he  admitted, 
Tliis  was,  that  the  excife 
I  the  fubfe<iue[it  piogrefs 
ivoidably  obliterated,  and 
to  a  repetition  of  the  pay- 
He  was  f^llv  fatisfied 
:ed  which  would  leave  an 
ohviate  this  complaint, 
that  he  had  made  it  ap- 
>hje£lioni  to  the  tax  were 
ftence,  at  leafl  not  in  the 
elfe  by  future  regulations 
as  another  point  of  view 
,  one  which  he  would  wil- 

the  Committee,  though 
ken  up  as  a  handle  againll 
i  principle  fo  firongly  im- 
Ideration  whatever  IhouM 
fear  of  being  again  mifre- 
I,  as  he  had  already  often 

often  be  again ;  nor  eren 
emporary  triumph;  but  a 
',  would  ultimately  return 
hed  and  invefligated.  He 
he  country,  and  the  ftatt 
:h  as  to  fufferThat  gloomy 
;  were  tnduilrious  to  fpread 
i  into  them  with  ajealous 
■  (o  .flourifiiing  and  fo  pro- 
f  the  film  derived  by  thit 
n  it  was,  an  objeS  incon- 
n  with  the  principle  by 
>nduQ  on  the  prefentquef- 
rade  and  manufacture  wer« 
lufe  (hould  ever  overlook  ; 
;h  importance,  and  alnioft 
this  was  the  fpirlt  of  com- 
ixcitcd  a^ainft  the  tax  was 
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>o  obvious  from  the  abilities  which  had  been  exeftiied  for 
lat  purpofe,  and  from  the  pertiaacity  with  which  the  itianu- 
idlurers  had  purfued  its  repeal.  The  opinions,  however  ori- 
inating,  however  infufed,  or  however  founded,'^)f  fo  large^ 
}  ufeful,  and  fo  refpe£table  a  body  of  men  as  the  cotton  ma^ 
ufadurers ;  nay,  even  iheir  prejudices  and  errors  were  to^ 
im  objeds  of  inch  ferious  confideration,  that  he  would  not 
ut  his  own  fentiments  in  competition  with  theiDf  whtn  the 
3int  in  queftion  was  fucli  as  could  with  any  fafety  be  given 
p ;  if  our  fituation  were  fuch  as  to  render  the  produce  m  the 
X  an  important  obje£l ;  perhaps  he  fhould  not  be  fo  comply^ 
g,  but  the  addition  of  30,  or  even  50,000!.  was  not  in  the 
refent  Aate  of  the  revenuei  to  be  looked  on  as  fo  iqdifpenfa* 
e,  as  not  to  give  way  to  the  very  defirable  purpofe  of  quiet- 
g  the  minds  of  a  large  body  of  people,  who  contributed  by 
leir  labour  fo  great  a  portion  of  the  national  ilrengtb,  and 
1  whofe  fatisfadlion  the  public  tranquillity  fo  much  depended*- 
e  was  therefore  extremely  willing  to  concede  his  own  con-  * 

&lon  to  the  wiihes  of  fo  many  thoufands  of  his  country* 
en ;  and  befides  the  pleafure  he  fhould  always  feel  at  thus 
atifying  fo  valuable  a  body  of  men,  he  was  happy  to  have 
in  his  power  by  this  conceffion  to  give  a  pledge  to  the  Peo-. 
e,  that  his  hopes  of  being  able  to  create  a  finking  fund,  over 
d  above  the  neceflary  demands  of  the  public  eflablifixments, 
which  the  national  debt  would,  in  time  of  peace,  be  in  a 
ry  confiderabie  degree  diminiihed,  were  fuch  as  not  to  ren* 
r  him  tenacious  of  any  particular  tax.  .  In  what  he  had  faid 
the  courfe  of  his  argument,  he  defired  to  he  underllood  as  * 
t  applying  to  the  tax  on  print.ed  goods ;  ,the  objeflions  to 
at,  he  laidf  had  not  been  by  anyiraeans  fupported ;  nor  were 
sy  fuch  as  came  within  the  fcope  of  the  fubjedl;  for  the 
mplaint  was  not  on  the  quantum^  but  on  the  mo^/^rofthetax. 
3W  this  complaint  could  by  no  means  lie  againft  his  tax  oa 
?  printed  goods,  becaufe  that  being  only  an  additional  tax, 
uld  be  liable  to  no  objeAion,  except  on  the  account  of  its 
«,  the  mode  of  colie£lion  having  been  already  found  not  ex* 
ptionable,  during  a  long  courfe  of  u&ge,  and  under  whicli 
s  manufsidlure  had  very  greatly  flourifhed  and  increafed» 
;  fhould  therefore  move, 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  an  aft  pafled 
in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ma* 
je(ly,  for  impofing  a  duty  by  excif#5  on  certain  cotton  ma- 
nufa£lures,  and  to  repeal  fo  n^ucii  of  the  faid  bill  as  impofed 
a  duty  pn  plain  cottons  and  fuilians." 

Mr* 


PAfeLlAMENTAUT  A.  1785. 

Mr.  Fm  rofe,  he  faid,  with  great  fatisfafiion  to  ftednd  the 
ri^t  honoutable  gentleman'i  motion,  concurring  31  he  did 
tompleatly  in  the  refnlt  of  the  right  honourable  gentlemarTs 
argument.  He  thought  it  highly  necelTat-y  to  declare,  that  he 
voted  for  the  motion  on  a  very  different  ground  from  that 
Aated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  commence- 
ihent  ofnis  fpeech.  He  agreed  to  the  motion,  not  bccaufe  he 
thought  the  manufa£lureri  of  M&ochcfler  had  either  exag- 
gerated faCls,  or  failed  in  making  out  their  cafe,  but  bccaure 
they  had  fo  far  made  out  their  cafe  as  to  fatisfy  his  mind,  that 
the  allegationi  ftated  in  their  petition  had  been  compjeatlj 
proved  at  the  bar  of  the  Honfe ;  and  if  the  right  honourjhl- 
gentleman  would  give  himfelf  the  trouble  to  rccolIeA  the  evi- 
dence be  had  heard,  and  would  ground  fuch  fair  and  jufi 
oomputations  upon  tbo  price  of  labour,  and  upon  the  an:iQunt 
c)f  the  money  paid  by  the  manufacturers  for  duty,  as  each 
warranted,  he  believ«i  he  would  6nd  himfelf  a  good  deal 
miftakea  in  the  computations  that  he  had  made,  and  that  the 
revenue  to  be  given  up  and  abandoned,  was  by  no  means  fo 
large  as  he  had  imagined,  nor,  in  fafl,  larger  than  the  fum  the 
fnaaufadturers  themfelves  hid  Aatcd  it  to  be  in  evidence, 
Mr.  Fox  ftated  the  calcnlationi  of  Mr.  Pin  to  be  erroneous, 
and  ftated  in  what  he  difagreed  with  him.  Mr.  Fox  {aid,  he 
had  not  a  doiibt  that  the  manufafhirers  were  firiiflly  war- 
nnted  in  every  thing  they  had  alledged  in  their  petition,  and 
aflerted  in  evidence ;  and  that  the  revenue  to  be  relintjuifhed 
was  certainly  a  trifle,  compared  with  the  injury  and  embarafs- 
ment  fo  capital  a  manufai^ory  would  have  fnflained,  had  it 
not  been  taken  off!  Mr.  Fox  defired  not  to  be  ranked  in  the 
number  of  thofe  who  held  d>at  manufactures,  as  manufac- 
tures,  were  improper  objects  of  taxation ; ,  he  never  hod,  nor 
ever  ihould  entertain  fuch  an  opinion  ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
held  that  articles  of  manufa£tare  were  In  many  cafes  a  fair 
and  jufi  objetS  of  taxation;  in  fome  undoubtedly  they  were 
not,  and  efpecially  in  fuch  where  the  impoHtion  of  a  tax 
would  fo  far  harrais  the  manufa£htrers  as  to  take  conliderably 
more  money  from  them  than  the  revenue  received,  and  checlc 
the  pn^refs  ot  a  manufa^re,  and  prove  vexatious  and  op-* 
preffive  to  that  degree,  that  it  would  iSeSt  its  profperity,  and 
endanger  its  exiftence.  This  he  verily  believed,  notwith- 
flanding  all  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
would  nave  proved  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  fuf)iin  manufac- 
ture, had  not  the  duty  been  r^^ealed.  He  agreed  therefore 
pcrfeflly  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  his  idea  of 
repealing  tliat  part  of  the  tax  of  the  uft  year  ;  he  agreetT  with 
.".  -  him 


Aitjisi  'D    B   B    A    f    t   9.  ^ 

bim  alfo  in  retaining  the  part  of  jthe.  tax  that  reiiraiile^  oti 
printed  cottorrs^  &c.  y  he  wainot  of  opinioil  that  any  fnfficient 
reafon  had  been  made  out  tp  ihew  tbstt  diere  V9as  any  real  n 
danger  to  be  dreaded .  from  the  continuance  of  the  tax  on 
printed  cottons,  &c,  he  ^as  therefore  for  jts  remaining.  He 
muft  however  deprecate  a  fhrinciple  that  the  ri^ht  hoiiburabltf  - 
gentleman  had  laid  down  in  the  mter  part  of  his'  fpeech  as  a 
fit  ground  upon  which  any  tax  might  be  abandpned ;  and  that 
was,  on  account  of  po|>ular  clamour  and  prejudices^  which 
were  founded  in  error.  To  fuch  a  principle  he  never  would 
accede,  nor  ought  that  Houfe  to  make  it  the  ground  of  their 
proceedings;  becaufe  if  it  were  once  known  that  a  great  de^ 
greejof  popular  clamour  and  prejudice,  no  matter  how  ill 
founded,  wasf  a  fuffitient  inducement  for  that  Houfe  to  give^ 
their  confent  to  the  repeal  of  any  tax^  the  revenue  would  be 
in  perpetual  danger;  and  that  finking  fund,  of  which  th« 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  fo  fond  oC  introducing  tlui 
mention  in  almoil  every  debate,  and  to  which  they  all  lockei, 
brward  with  the  moil  anxious  expe£Ution,  would  ^  only  ai 
matter  to  be  talked  of,  and  never  to  be  brQoght  into  exiftence; 
It  was  by  no  means  wife  in  any  Minifter  to  declare,  that  he 
{ave  up  that  to  prejudice  and  clamour,  which  he  refufed  to 
eafon  and  to  h&i  he  did  therefore  mofl  eameftly  deprecate 
he  principle,  and  deny  that  it  was  the  ground  on  which  hei 
econd^  the  motion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
bought  fit,  Mr.  Foxobferved,  to  introduce  allufions  to  what 
le  h^  faid  in  a  former  debate,  relative  to  the  Itifli  Propofi- 
ions,  notwithftanding  that  no  man  was  more  ready  than  th^ 
ight  honourable  gentleman  to  reprobate  and  condemn  others; 
or  doing  fo  diforderly  a  thing  as  referring  to  what  palled  id 
»rior  debates*  The  right  honourable  gentleman  would  be  fo* 
;ood  as  to  recoiled,  that  the  fubje<St  of  India,  and  a  certaid 
ndia  bill  had  been  repeatedly  alluded  to  by  himiclf  and  hi^ 
fiends  in  debates,  where  the  queftion  was  infinitely  more 
3reign,  than  the  confequjcnce  the  paffing  of  the  Irifh  Propo^ 
itions  was  likely  to  have  upon  the  People  of  England^  was 
oreign  to  the  oueftion  of  the  reformihg  the  ftate  of  their  re^ 
refentation  in  rarlis^ment.  Befides,  in  that  vdry  debate,  the 
ight  honourable  gentleman  had  himfelf  introduced  th^  roen^ 
ion  or  the  American  war,  and  other  topics  equally  ibreigii 
'om  the  fubjeft  at  that  time  under  conuderation.  tiut  the 
ght  honourable  gentleman  had  laid  down  two  different  rules 
f  coildudl,  the  one  for  himfelf  and  friends  to  a£b  upon,  and 
le  other  to  be  applied  to  tliofe  who  took  part  againft  hiiilU 
With  icgard  to  how  far  the  prefent  fubje£t  had  referenob  t6 
Vol.  XVlIt  O  tbe    . 
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(hi  tilth  PropofitioiW,  he  (nadeno  fcraplft  to  fajr  htt  thoighf 
it  had ;  bccaufe' undoubtedly,  if  the  tax  oh  fuftians  had  coo' 
tinued,  and  the  Irifh  PropafitiAns   pafied,  the  injn»faAtirMi 
irould  be  afie£led  veiy  tnatCTialtyy  not  indeed  in  thsit  hoise 
coi^umptlon,  but  in  their  export  trade;  fince  the  fifth  propo* 
fition,  Ihatofthe  countervailing  dottes,  would  only  make  it 
neceffiiry  for  the  Irift  to  !ay  on  a  duly  equal  to  what  the  re- 
venue received}  whereas  the  manofaAureri  paying  more  than 
•  Uie  revenue  recMved,  in  confequence  the  Irifti  and  they  would 
not  export  on  eqilal  temis.     Having  fbted  this,  Mr.  Fox 
took  notice  of  what  Mr.  Pitt  had  faidof  hit  expefiation'  to  be 
vilified  and  calumniated  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  come 
forward  to  repeal  the  tax.     The  Tight  houourible  gentlcmaii 
.  had  forgot,  he  faid,  that  the  condua  of  others  had  been  foil  as 
Much  vilified  and  calumniated  as  his  own,  and,  he  was  fatjt- 
fied,  with  :rt  little  realbn  and  as  little  juflice.     Then  waa  tK> 
^rouud  for  cenfi^re  in  honellly  acknowledging  an  emr,  and 
defiring  to   retrad  it;  there  anight  be  ground  fer  queRion, 
Ttnd  for  fomethlng  not  very  like  praife,  for  declaring  tb»t  a  fa- 
erifice  Was  made  to  prejudice,  and  to  prejudice  merely. 
1-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  there  could  hardly  be^a  gentleman 
"■  ih  the  Houfe  who  would  not  think  it  highly  ncceffary  for  him 
not  to  lofe  8  moment  before  be  rofe  to  anfwer  the  grofs  and 
ftiondrous  mirreprefentation  l^it  had  been  made  of  what  he 
had  faid  ;  juft  as  if  he  had  declared  that  he  rrilnquilhet)  the 
tax  in  compliance  with  the  prejudices  of  the  manufacturers, 
and  on  that  account  merely.    He  appealed  to  the  recollection 
of  the  Houle,  whether  be  had  faid  any  fuch  thing ;  and  fas 
appealed  to  their  judgement,  whether  he  could  po^bly  have 
hieant  any  fuch  thmg?    What  he  had   faid,  was,  that  he 
Weighed  the  popular  opinion  on  the  one  hand,  againft  the  im- 
portance of  the  objeCt  on  the  other ;  and  that  where  the  rev^ 
nue  to  be  rdtnquifhed  was  inconliderable,  compared  with  the 
degree  in  which  the  intcrefts  of  the  Public  might  be  afic^ed 
by  the  injury  a  caplial  and  important  manufa£lure  might  fuf- 
tain,  in  confequence  of  the  rooted  and  infurmountable  preju- 
dices of  a  large  body  of  manu^flnrers,  if  the  one  greatly 
outweighed  the  other,  he  thought  that  a  fafficlent  ground  to 
a£l  upon  to  rrpeal  any  tax  fo  circumflanced,  and  upon  that 
ground  he  had  conie  to  the  refolution  to  propofe  the  repeal  of 
fomuch  of  the  tax  of  the  laft  year  as  related  to  fuftians.    Was 
that  any  thing  like  what  the.  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
thought  proper  to  ftate  as  his  argunrent  ?  And  could  any  re«- 
fon.tble  man  believe  that  it  was  equal  to  a  declaration,    that 
what  he  had  rciiifed,  and  what  he  would  have  refufed  to  rea- 

fon 
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fpn  and'to  (sAt  be  wotdd  give  up  to  clame^r  and  to  prejudi^ce  ? 
Nay«  would  .the  right  honoarable  gentleman  hia)ielf»  upon  re^ 
ile£kion,  conten^i  that  he  had  fairljr  ftated  his  argument  ? 

Mr*  JFm  rofe  agaiii>  and  denied  that  he  had,  in  any  degree  Mr.  Fox. 
whatever,  iiiifreprefentfid  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  ar- 
gument. In  the  ^rft  part  of  his  fpeech  (he  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  taken  coniiderahle  pains  9Ad  ftated  a  variety  of 
computation^  to  prove,  t-h^  the  raanufadurers  had  given 
falfe  evidencey-  that  they  had  exaggerated  fads,  and  failed  in 
making  out  their  cafe,  i^fomuch  that  the  right  honourable 
gentlem^  declafed  he  was  hiatftilf  conviaeed  that  the  a}ler 
gatbns;  in  their  petition  were  by  no  meaas  proved,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  fpesoh  the  rignt  honourable  gentleman  ha4 
faidi  he  was  fatisfied  that  the  prejudices  of  the  manufadlureiy 
were  founded  in  error,  and  were  grouodlefs,  but  thatp  |ievei>> 
thelefsy  tie  thought  it  right  to  rdinquifli  the  tax ;  what  wait 
thiA,  Mr«  Fox  alked,  but  giving  Up  to  falfe  and  iIl>*foaf|cle4 
prejadice*  $hat  which  was  refufed  to  r^^albn  and  to  h&  i  Mr. 
Fox  repeated  his  ponvidlion^  that  tlie  manufa^orersbad  made 
good  the  allegations  of  their  petition,  and  jproved  their  cafe. 

Lord  Nirib  rob^  and  likewiie  concurred  with  the  Ghaor  Lor^Nortb. 
pelloic  of  the  fiycbe^uer  in  the  repeal  pf  the  tax  on  fufliani, 
md  in  continuing  the  tax  on  printed  cottons,  &c.  As,  tfaero* 
Ebre,  there  was  not  likely  to  be  any  great  di^eace  of  opinioci, 
his  LoixliUp  iaid,  it  certainly  would  be  wrong  to  wafte  much 
>f  the  <  time  of  tfae  ComnMttee.  Hie  Lordihip  fumefted  hie 
ioubte  as  to  the  point  pf  order  and  tbe  proper  moqe  of  ptKkr 
::eedring.     He  faid^  hie  much  ^ueftipned,  whether  the  raocts  , 

egtslar  method  would  not  be,  to  repecd  tbe  whole  of  die  atSt 
>f  the  laft  tear,  and  to  move,  in  a  Committee  of  wayaaod 
neans,  iojr  leave  to  bring  in  a  biU  to  impofe  the  tax  on.  tbe 
>rinted  cottons,  in  the  proper  ftage,  where  it  was  to  be  t«kei9^; 
lecaufe  if  he  underftood  the  miitter  rightly^  tiie  tax  impofed 
r y  the  afl  >ef  the  lail  y eiu:  was  a  tax  on  aU  cotton,  bienched  an4 
[yed  ;  adw,  as  a  ,£p?eat  deal  of  cotton  was  bleached  whicH 
lever  was  printed,  die  tax  on  prii>ted  oottQnamiiftlieceflarily 
te  colle^ed  at  the  printing  jlage,  .and,  therefore,  it  Jbecame^.m 
bme  fmt,  a  tievir  and  different  taix  £rom  tbe  tax  oJF  tli^  lail  year,  .. 
hough  It  was  virtuaUgr  and  CubftantiaUy  .the.Cune.  j  •    t 

Mr.  ChanodJor  iP^/  gave. the  ,noh)e  Xord  credit  for  wiMt  Mr. Chaa- 
le  had  £iid,  but  waa  lot  opinion,  th^t  tb(S  more  regular  way  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 
»f  the  two,  Was  that  which  he  had  pvopojfed  to.  the  Comoail- 
ee  ;  becaufe  2^  the  ta^.of  the  laft  y<^  w9a.tOTemain  in, part, 
'le,.  ib.much  ae  related  to  printed  cottonfii,  it  fmrely  would  be 
bfurd  to  itepeal  tbie  wjbole»  nperely  to.  fioa&  a  part,<s  tbe  fiuno 
ax  bjf  a  new  bill. 

Q  %  A  ihort 
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A  fliort  difpute^accnied  on  the  point  of  order,  wlielher  Mr. 
6taDley  or  Mr,  Jenkitifon  llioald  be  heard  firft.  A  length 
Mr,  Jenkinlbn  rofe  and  confinned  Mr.  Fitt'i  argument  in 
favovr  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  under  the  original  niMion. 

I-        Mr.  Stanltj  then  rofe,  and  fefcued  the  fnaou^Aorers  from 
the  imputation  thrown  on  their  evidence  by  the  ChanHlorof 
the  Exchequer.     He  exprefled   big  extreme  fatiifa£lion  at 
having  attained  the  object  he  had  taken  fo  nioch  pains  to  ef- 
kCty  biit  infilled  upon  it,  that  the  hStt  alledged  in  the  peti- 
tion had  been  fubHantiated  in  evidence,     Mr.  Stanley  pani- 
-caiarly  laid  ftrcfs  on  the  teilimony  of  Mr.  Hall,  the  dyer,  and 
iaid,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  any  doubt  on  his 
mind  relative  to  any  of  thofe  fafls  to  which  he  had  pointed  a 
part  of  his  argument  that  day,  he  might  have  been  fully  fi- 
tiified  by  queflioning  Mr.  Hall ;   inAead  of  which,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  contented  himfelf  with  the  infor- 
mation given  by  an  excifeman,  f«nt  purpofely  fi^^m  town  to 
MaDch<^ei  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  manufadare^  who 
wai  not  above  fix'days  in  Manobeller,  and  had  derived  all  the 
linlc  knowledge  he  had  of  the  matter  from  excifemen  inflead 
fif  the  manufacturers  themfelves,  wha  alone  were  competent 
to  inlliufi  him.     Mr.  Stanley  lamented,  that  it  was  not  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  intention  to  repeal  the  whole  of 
a»  a£l,  and  takeoff  the  tax  on  printed  cottons,  Sec,  as  well  at 
<)n  fiiAians.     He  faid,  the  confcqucnce  would  be,  the  printed- 
cotton  matiu&dlure  would  be  greatly  injured,  and  the  revenue 
detriipcnted,  by  printed  linen  being  fmuggled,  in  proportion 
to  the  produce  of  the  tax.     Before  he  fat  down,  Mr.  Stanley 
termed  the  MandteAer  martufadlories  the  pride  of  this  coun- 
try, and  the  envy  of  foreign  nations,  and  declared,  that  Meflb. 
IValker,  Richardfon,  and.the  other  gentlemen,  deltgates  from 
riie  raanufadarers,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  witnefles,   were^ 
to  his  knowledge,  men  of  undoubted  chara^r  and  reputation, 
and' of  at  much  private  honour,  virtue,  and  probity,  as  they 
were  ingenious,  &i]hil,  and  familiar  wUh  their  nunufafture, 
^nd  that  fucb  men  were  above  ilating  fajfehoodt,  or  fXfggera- 
fing  £i^s,  on  any  confideration  upon  earth. 

•p-,  Mr.  LMpJler  faid,  he  could  by  no  means  agree  vith  the 
Other  gentlemen  in  rejoicing  at  the  motion  i^n  the  table; 
on  the  contrary,  he  muft  acl^owledge,  that  he  felt  great  difla- 
tisfadion  in  confeqoerice  of  the  right  honourable gentletnan's 
liot  having  moved  a  general  repeal  of  the  ^Gl.  Mr.  Petripfler 
faid,  he  wac  in  the  condition  of  apart  of  afet  of  criminals,  to 
whom  a  general  had  extended  mercy,  by  ordering  theth  to  be 
^fcimatcS  ;  uiifoitunately  the  lot  bad  fallen  on  fats  confli- 
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tuents.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  might  not  be  aware 
that  there  were  printed  linens  as  well  as  cottohs,  and  that  the 
printed-linen  manufacture  would  be  materially  detrimented  hj 
the  tax,  Mr.  Dempfter  dated;  that  the  printed«linen  manu? 
f^dure  laboured  under  a  burden  now  of  fifty  per  tent,  whereas 
before,  it  was  not  taxed  in  any  thing  like  the  fame  propor- 
tion«  Mr.  Dempflpr  urged  the  fevere  injury  and  the  intole* 
rable  grievance  a  continuance  of  the  tax  would  be  upon  the  ma« 
nufa6ture,  and  declared,  if  the  prefent  motion  were  perfTfted 
in,  he  fhould  think  it  his  duty  to  tqke  the  fenfe  of  the  Qom^ 
mittee  upon  it.  ^ 

The  Earl  of  S(irriy  reminded  the  Committee,  that  when  the  The  Earl  of 
tax  was  firft  ftatcd  laft  year  to  the  Houfe,  the  fuftians,  plain  Su^ty. 
cottons,  printed  cottons,  linens,  &c.  were  ail  propofed  to  be 
taxed  in  >one  and  the  fame  proportion,  whereas  it  was  after*- 
wards  altered,  and  the  tax  modified  as  it  ftood  at  preftnt.    His 
Lordfhip  contended,  that  it  was  unjuft,  and  contrary  to  the 
exprefs  condition  upon  which  the  tax  had  been  agreed  to,  to  , 
take  it  off  fome  of  the  articles,  and  not  pflF  the  whole  of  them« 
His  Lordlhip  then  moved  an  amendment. 

Mr.  fox  rofe  to  repeat,  that  he  was  for  the -tax  On  printed  Mr.Fox^ 
cottons  continuing,  but  if  the  noble  Lord  perAfted  in  bis 
amendment,  he  muft,  out  of  conflflency,  and  for  the  fake  of 
order,  divide  againft  the  motion.  He  wiihed,  therefore,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  oppoilte  to  him  ;ivoold  help  him 
out  of  his  difficdlty.  Mr.  Fox  likewife  faid,  that  in  bis  firft 
fpeech  he  had  dated  the  medium  of  the  price  of  labour  at  fix 
fhillings  per  week,  but  that  fiuce  he  had  laft  fpoke,  he  had  ex- 
amined the  evidence,  and  found  it  was  no  more  than  four  ihil<- 
lings  per  week,  which  made-greatly  in  favouf  of  the  argument 
of  the  maqufa^urers,  and  againft  the  computation^  of  the  right 
honoorable^entleman. 

The  Lard  jtiwicati  (Mr.  T.  Campbell)  agreed,  that  in  rea-  The  tord 
fijn  and  in  juftice  the  adk  ought  to  be  repealed*  altogether,  for  Advocate. 
that  continuing  the  part  of  it  to  retnain  as  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  bad  propofed,  would  be  a  grievous  hardftiip 
iipon  the  printed-cotton  and  linen  manafa6^ure  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe,  not,  he  faid,  to  vilify  the  right  honour*-  Mr.  Sh:ri# 
able  gentleman,  but  to  declare,  that  the  right  honourable  gen-  ^^'>*  . 
tlemah  had  moft  unjuftly  caf^  afperfions  on  the  Manchefter 
manufafiurers,  who,  by  no  mean^,  merited  fuch  treatment ; 
on  the  contrary,  their  evidence  was  unqueftionably  founded, 
and  the  whole  of  their  condu£t  had  been  moft  laudable.  Mr. 
Sheridan  ftated,  that  he  had  fpent  part  of  the  fummer  in  Lnn-  -i 

caft^re^  and  had  been  a  wicnefs  to  the  infinite  pains  Hie  manu-  ' 

-   ■     fadlurers 
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b^nrers  had  taken  to  keep  their  numeroui  worlcuwD  quwt, 
and  to  preTerve  th=  peace  of  the  country.  He  rofs  princip^ly, 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  to  imprefs  morcAtongly  the  idea  fuggeAed 
by  hii  right  honourable  friend,  viz.  the  reprobation  of  tht 
doAriocof  giving  that  to  prejudice,  which  had  beeii  refufedto 
rcafor.  Such  doctrine  was  the  way  to  raife  clamour,  and  to 
throw  the  whole  country  into  confufion,  ]t  was  pointi:^ 
out  a  mode  of  obtaining  the  repea|  of  a  tax,  that  could  not 
but  be  attended  with  the  mod  mifchievous  confeq^ences  i 
and,  therefore,  to  obviate  it,  and  to  prove  to  the  world,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  rule  of  condu£l  adopted  and.  followed 
by  hit  Majeily'i  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  an  indivi- 
dual, the  Houfe  of  Commoni  did  not  a£l  by  fo  (Irange  a  rolt, 
be  ihould  move  an  amendment,  which  wai  to  infert  after  tb< 
word  that,  a  few  lineE,  the  purpofe  of  which  amounted  to  i 
relbluiion,  "  that  it  appured  to  the  Committee,  that  the  ma- 
nufaSnren  of  Manchefler  would  be  fo  much  aggrieved  soi 
injured,  if  the  lax  on  fuAiaos,  cottons,  and  cotton  fluffs,  &c 
Scck  &c.  impoted  by  an  a£t  of  the  lafl  year,  were  fu&red  ts 
continue;  that  the  loanutadure  would  be  materially  detri. 
inented,  and,  perhaps,  entirely  ruined;  thefcfore  it  v/at  H* 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  i 
bill  to  explain  and  amend,"  Isc.  ice,  &c  Mj-.-Sheridaa  moved 
this  amendment  regularly. 
"i>  Mr.  H^ilbtrfarce  liiid,  if  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  would  have 
"*'  '  permitted  it,  he  would  have  moved  the  previous  <)ueAion  upcn 
the  zmeudment.  That  not  being  mafter  of  the  whole  of  tbe 
evidence,  lie  could  not  pollibly  vote  for  the  motion  with  ths; 
amendment;  whereas  he  very  fafely  could  confent  to  a  repeal 
of  the  tax.  He  ended  with  declaring,  be  wo<)ld  giv«  the 
amendment  hit  flat  negative. 
lolle.  Mr.  Rolle  charged  Mr.  Sheridan  with  having  aiade  an  iiv 
flammatory  fpeech,  with  a  view  to  excite  alarm  and  dircou- 
tent  in  the  country.  He  fatd,  he  would  not  fay  who  it  wac 
that  went  down  to  Lancashire  to  flir  o:p  the  mwiufaAurers,  to 
let  them  agaiafi  the  taxei,  and  to  promote  tutnull  and  difcoo- 
tent.  Neither  would  he  fay  who  it  was  that  diftributed,  u 
caufed  to  be  diAributed,  fcditiout  and  inflammatory  handbilts, 
and  had  them  circulated  all  round  the  country  ;  but  the  faft 
was  io;  and  if  he  could  bring  the  proof  home  tp  the  party  he 
fufpe&ed,  he  would  take  the  proper  Heps  to.  have  this  head 
fluck  upon  Temple  Bar.  Mr.  Rolle  charged  Mc*  Sheridan 
and  Mr.  Fox  with  having  ibifted  their  ground.  The  £rfl  of 
them  had  (econded  the  motion,  and  declared  he  approved  high- 
ly of  the  Chaiwelloir  of  the  Exdaatjnei's  conduct,  ai)d  n^w 
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the  fight  honoiirable  gentletp^n  had  faid,  he  would  vote  againft ' 
the  motion  4ie'promi(ed  to  fex>nd)  this  wafy  in  his  opinion, 
abandoning  and  deferting  groand,  once  taken  in  a  mod  Ihame* 
ful  manner. 

«  Mr.  Fcx  faid,  with  regard  to  the  empty  threat  of  having  Mr.  fou 
heads  ftock  upon  Temple  Bar,  he  knew  not  of  any  aft  which 
made  circulating  handbills  a  capital  pftence ;  but  he  was  ig- 
norant of  any  fuch  faft,  if  the  honourable  gentlem:^  had  al- 
luded to  him.  His  honourable  friend,  fo  far  from  having 
made  an  infiammatoty  fpeech,  tending  to  alarm  the  country; 
and  create  difcontents  and  clamour  againft  thetaxes^  had  done« 
the  dixtSt  contrary  ;  his  whole  fpeech,  and  the  amendment  he 
had  moved,  had  obvioufly*  been  calculated  to  guard  againft 
alarms,  and  to  prevent  clamour  from,  arifing  againft  other 
taices,  in  coitfequence  of  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  fuftians. 
With  regard  to  the  charge  of  having  fhiftcd  his  ground,  he 
bad  not  il^ifted  any  ground  ;  he  had  laid,  he  approved  of  the 
motion,  and  approved  of  letting  the  tax  remain  on  the  prin- 
ted cottons.  He  did  fo  ftill ;  but  a  point  of  order  having 
fince  been  ftarted,  which  ftruck  him  to  be  well  founded,  he 
muft  neceffirily  vote  accordingly.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man called  that  fhifting  his  ground,  to  that  accufation  he 
begged  leave  to  plead  guilty.  With  regard  to  what  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  faid,  he  would  not  fpeak*,  he  prefumed 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  too  much  a  man  of  honour  to 
affert  what  he  knew  he  could  not  prove. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  to  fay,  that  his  right  honourable  friend  Mr.  Sheri- 
muft  certainly  have  miftaKen  the  honourable  gentleman,  be- ^"- 
caufe  the  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  nothing  but  what 
was  a  defence  of  his  argument ;  for  what  was  his  argument, 
but  an  argument  to  prevent  the  public  from  being  mifled, 
.  and  thence  alarmed  ?  With  this  view,  he  had  moved  an  amend- 
ment, declaring  the  reafons  for  which  the  Houfe  agreed  to 
repeal  the  tax  on  fiiftians.  The  charge  of  making  inflam- 
matory fpeeches  lay  at  the  .door  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman oppofite  to  him,  if  it  lay  any  where,  becaufe  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  he  repealed  the  tax  on 
account  of  the  prejudices  of  the  manufafburers,  and  not  be- 
caufe it  was  burdenfome  and  opprei&ve.  Mr.  Sheridan  de- 
clared he  did  not  think  it  neceflarv  to  make  any  reply  to 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  haa  not  faid,  and  with  regard 
to  the  hatidbills,  he  really  knew  nothing  about  them  ;  but  he 
could  eafily  conjeAure  why  the  honourable  gentleman  was  fo 
fore  about  publications.  The  handjiills  were  not  the  com-  - 
poGtions  that  hurt  him>  but  compositions  lefs  profaic,  l)uc 
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more  popular,  he  wai  afraid,  had  made  him  fo  ton,  ■  [Here  a 
general  hugh.]  "'  Mr.  Sheridan  £iid,  he  wat  aware  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  fufpefted,  that  he  was  eitlier  tbe 
author  of  thof'e  compofitions,  or  fome  way  or  other  concerned 
in  them  ;  he  did  aflure  hirn,  u^a  his  honour,  he  was  not, 
nor  had  he  ever  feen  a  line  of  them  till  they  were  io  print  ia 
tlic  newfpaper. 
Roi:«.  Mr.  Rolle  faid,  he'  held  the  author  of  the  compolitioni  il- 
luded  to,  be  he  whom  he  would,  in  fovereigii  cotitempt,  ai 
well  as  his  works ;  but  as  the  cap  fitted  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman and  his  right  honourable  fiicnd,  they  were  welcome  to 
wear  it.  He  l~aw  he  h.id  touched  a  lore  place.  With  repaid 
to  there  being  no  a6t  to  prevent  the  circulating  of  feditiooi 
hmd-bills,  for  thefakeof  creatingdifcontent  in  thecountt^; 
if  there  was  no  fuch  a£t,  there  ought  to  be  one;  and  if  he 
knew  the  author,  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  he  declared,  bf 
would  take  the  proper  fteps  to  have  him  puniHied.  He  per- 
fifted  in  charging  Mr.  Fox  with  having  fhifted  his  grouiid, 
and  faid  no  man  living  fhould  make  him  abandon  his  ground, 
either  in  that  Houfe  or  out  of  it. 
.Shni-  Mr.  Shtridan  again  replied,  and  faid,  while  the  honourable 
'■  gentleman  talked  at  random  he  lliould  take  no  notice  of  it, 

hut  if  ha  charged  him  with  being  concerned  ih  circulating 
any  feditious  handbills,  he  would  anfwei;  him  both  there  and 
elfewhere,  very  plainly,  and  very  coarfely.  Mr.  Sheridan 
having  faid  this,  touched  upon  his  amendment,  which  feveiil 
gentlemen  pre&d  him  to  give  up,  to  which  he  confented. 
.Dub-  -Mr*  Dundas  then  rofe,  and  drew  a  diltin£tion  between  the 
degree  in  which  the  tax  would  affeft  the  fullian  manufaftu- 
rers,  and  tha£  in  which  it  would  bear  upon  the  manufatfturcri 
of  printed,  cot  tons,  printed  lineni,  &c.  lliewing  that  it  would 
not  afFe<£l  them  in  any  thing  like  the  fame  proportion.  Mr. 
Dundas  faid,  let  the  matter  be  as  it  would,  there  would  h< 
abundant  opportunities  of  difcufling  it  in  the  coiirfe  of  ibe 
progrcfs  of  the  bill  through  the  Houfe.  The  motion  nee; 
not,  therefore,  be  {laid  for  it.  In  allufioti  to  the  art  of  pro- 
ducing popular  taxes,  and  rendering  taxes  unpopular,  h: 
hoped,  ii  would  long  continue  to  l>e  theduty  of  his  right  be- 
^Durable  friend  to  propofe  taxes  [a  laugh].  He  would,  there- 
fore,.!rull  the  power  of  producing  popular  taxes  to  him,  ami 
leave  the  ait  of  rendering  them  unpopular  with  the  gentlemn 


.'  *  Mr.  Slieiidaa  alluded  to  a  populai 
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bn  the  other  fide  of  the  Hbufe.  MH  Duiidai  ftatej  the  pro*  ' 
bable  amount  axinually  it  4p,oooL;  fo  much,  he  faid,  he  waf  ' 
willing  to  facrifice,  the  flonrifhing  ftat^  of  the  revenue  con* 
fidered,  arid  the  advantage  of  giving  latisfa^ion  to  the  larg6 
arid  refpedlable  body  of  men  employed  m  caiYying.oh,  and 
in  manufadluring  one  of  the  firfl  manufa£hires  of  the  king- 
doiDy  weighed   and  balanced  againft  the  fuin  loft  to  the 
Public;  but  he  declared,  if  the  revenu^.to  b^  rdinquifhed, 
had  been  larger,  if  it  had  been  loo,ooot.  for  inilance,  he 
fhould  have  decidedly  oppofed  any  propofition  of  repeal, 
from  a  conviAioh  that  the  Public  ought  not  to  facrifite  fo  , 
great  a  lof^  for  fuch  a  compenfation. 

Mr.  Eden  faid^,  that  ai  he  moft  cordially  concurred  witli  Mr.  Saca« 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  queftion  of  the  day, 
he  faW  i^ith  pleafure  that  the  little  incidents  which  had  hap* 
pened  in  the  diicuffion  of  it,  were  likely  to  end  without  any 
heat  or  diviiion.   With  refpe£i,  however,  to  what  had  dtopt 
from  his  right  honourable  friend  who  (poke  laft,  he  muft 
beg  leave  to  exprefs  very  difierently,  both  as  to  the  fad  and 
the  reafonings  conne<fted  with  it.    Tbe  right  honotfrable 
gentleman  had  ftated  the  tax  propofed  to  be  repealed,  as 
likely  to  have  produced  40,ocx)L  a  year;  and  had  added, 
that  if  it  had  been  worth  xcxTyOOol.  a  year,  fo  large  a  pro^  ' 
duce  would  have  ^decided  him  to  fupport  the  tax  againfft  all 
the  evidence  which  had  been  brought.    Now  for  his  owil 
part,  though  determined  to  refift  the' repeal  of  any  tax,  on 
light  groi^nds,  he  mufl  declare,  that  if  the  prefent  tax  had 
produced,  upon  a  fair  calculation,  the  large  fum  ftated  in 
that  fuppofition,  he  would  ftill  have  repealed  it  without  hefii- 
tation,  becaufe  it  had  been  flxewn  by  inconteftible  evidence,    ^ 
that  it  was  injurious  to  the  manufadurers  and  dyers,  to  an  ' 
extent  for  which  no  poffible  produce  could  compenfate.  Um  * 
der  the  preflbre  of  fuch  a  neceffity,  he  was  happy  to  feel, 
and  to  inform  the  Houfe  and  the  rublic,  that  the  lofs  to  be 
incurred  was  rpry  inconfiderable  with  refped  to  the  revenue  J 
he  had  heard  with  aftonifliment,  the  leveral  ftatenients  which 
laboured  to  depreciate  the  obje^ions  made  bv  the  petitioners^ 
and  to  exaggexate  the  .probable  produce  of  tne  tax<    He  had 
g^ven  the  moft  unremitting  attention  to  the  whole  of  the! 
inquiry  in  all  its  parts,  and  folemnly  declared  it  to  be  his 
deliberate  opinion,  that  die  net  annual  produce  of'  the  fuf-* 
tiaii  tax,  now  propofed  td  be  repealed,  could  not  bt  efti-^ 
anated  a^t  fo  ;nuch  as  6000k    And  in  truth«  it  was  no  fli^C 
Vol..  XVm/  P  miftakc^     . 
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The  amendments  were  difpofed  of,  and  the  orlglnal'mo* 
tion  pafled.  \ 

The  right  honourjible  /fl   fV.  GrenvUle  ftated,  that  fo  The  right 
many  alterations  had  been  made  in  his  bill  for  the  better  re-  cje'^Tiiie^' 
gulation  of  the  trial  of  .eleftiqns,  he  throught  it  better  to* 
.drop  it  entirely  for  the  prefent,  and  bring  it  in  more  fully  in 
the  enfuing  ftpflion. 

v-  Thurfiajj  April  21. 

Mn  Eden  moved,  that  the  evidence  given  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  thelridi  refolutions  fliould  be  printed;  to  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  heartily  conlented. 

Adjourned. 

Fndayy  April  22. 

The  houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
ways  and  means,  Mr.  Steele  in  the  chair, ' 

Mr.  Rofe  moved,  "  That  the  fum  of  702,000!.  remaining  Mr.  R©; 
**  in   the   Exchequer  on    the  5th  of  April    1789,   of  the 


€i 


furplus  of  tlie  fmking  fund,  be  applied  towards  the  fup- 


«  ply. 
Mr. 


Hujfey  put  fome  queftions  relative  to  the  deficiencies  Mr.  Huflr 
that  had  been  made  good  from  the  finking  fund;  and  in 
particular  wiflied  to  know  whether  the  fum  ftated  in  the 
refolution  was  the  clear  furplus  over  and  above  all  the  fums 
taken  for  deficiencies. 

Mr.  -R^T^  ^nlWered  in  the  affirmative,, and  faid,  that  with-  Mr.  Ref 
out  fuch  a  vote  as  that  now  moved,  the  furplus  could  not  be 
appropriated  to  the  public  fervice. 

Mr.  Hufley  exprefled  his  fatisfa£lion  on  finding  that  there 
was  fo  confideraMe  ^  furplus. 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  the  prefent  occafion  appeared  to  him  Mr.Edw 
proper  for  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubjeft  of 
moft  fe  ious  importance.  It  muft  be  in  the  recolleftion 
of  all  who  heard  him,  that  a  few  days  ago  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  moved  for  two  accounts  of  the  net  pro- 
duce of  all  the  taxes;  the  one  from  Michaelmas  1784,  to 
Chriftmas  1784,  and  the  other  from  Chriftmas  to  the  5th 
of  April  laft.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  in  ftating 
the  totals  of  thofe  accounts  to  the  Houfe,  had  undoubtedly 
good  ground  for  faying  the  revenues  of  this  country  were  in 
a  flate  of  hnprovement,  and '  the  public  refources  fuch  a« 
ought  to  prevent  any'defpondency :  but  thfe  right  honourable 
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jgentlemin  had  gone  much  Either;  for,  in  Aatbg  the  net 
produce  of  the  laft  quarter  to  be  above  three  millions,  h^ 
had  inferred,  that  the  future  annual  produce  might,  upon 
the  fame  fcale,  be  ellimated  at  twelve  millions;  and  ftill 
farther,  that  as  the  latcquarters  had  fiiewn  an  increafe,  a 
progreffive  increafe  m^ht  be  expeAed.     With  refpe<3  to  the 
Litter  inference,  Mr.  Eden  faid  that  he  would  put  it  out  of 
the  queil(on,  by  remarking,  that  nothing  could  be  more  fal- 
lacious or  more  fallible,  than  to  fuppofe,  that  an  increafe  of 
revenue  is  a  forerunner  of  a  larther  increafe:  it  might  be 
fortunate  when  it  proved  lb,-  but  the  prefumption  in  com- 
inoD  fenfe  and  experience  would  generally  prove  the  reverfe. 
At-  to  the  other  inference  of  a  twelve-millions  revenue,  be- 
caufe  thebll  quarter  had  produced  three  millions,  herhoaght 
it  highly  material'  to  be  difcufled,  and  he  Ihould  he  fincereljr 
glad  to  find  himfelf  under  a  mifapprehenfion  rcfpeding  it, 
-becaufe  his  ideas  of  it  were  exceedingly  unfavounble  to  the 
bright  profpetEl  which  had  been  preTeiitcd  to  the  Public.  He 
bad  heard  the  firft  mention  of  it  with  pleafure,  but  with  fur- 
prize;  with   pleafure,  becaufe  he  was -glad  (o  hear  fo  pro- 
Eiifing  an  account  from  fo  high  an  authority;  with  furprife, 
ecaule  it  happened  that  he  had  recently  taken  great  pains 
to  form  an  accurate  eilimate  of  the  probable  prepuce  of  all 
the  taxes  (except  the  land  and  malt)  and  could  not  with  any 
Aiberal  allowance,  find  caufp  to  believe  that  the  future  annual 
produce  of  the  whole,  including  the  taxes, of  1784,  would 
be  more,  cammunibus  annis,  than  1  i,2co,ccd1>  a  year.    T1  at 
eflimate  had  heen  made  with  fo  much  care,  that  he  certainty 
heard  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  computation  with 
fome  doubts  as  to  its  accuracy;  the  papers  on  which   that 
computation  was  grounded  were  now  printed,  and    it  ap- 
peared upon  the  face  of  them,  that  this  produftive  quarter, 
upon  which  the  whole  fabric  was  built,  conflfled  of  one  hun- 
dred and  three  days  inftead  of  ninety-one;  being  a  period 
from  Chriftmas  eve  to  the  5th  of  April.    Here,  then,  there 
was  an  advantage  taken  of  twAlve  in  the  hundred;  he  would 
be  contents  however,  to  call  it  an  advantage' equal  to  ten 
per  cent :  and  what  was  the  confequence  f    Ten  per   cent, 
or  300,000!.,  mud  be  deducted  from  the  5,ooo,o6oL,  and  ap- 
plied either  to  a  prior  or  fubfequent  quarter;'and  in  the  fame 
line  of  computation  a  fimilar  deduQion  mufl  be  made  Iron) 
the  three  fubrequent  quarters,  making  in  the  whole  i,2oa^oooL 
to  be  dedufled  from  the  twelve  miUions.   That  this  was  1 
inoderate  dtidu^on,  would  appear  fiom  asotb^  mode  of 
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calculation ;  if  the  qoarter  vr^  admitted  to  confift  of  Z03 
days,  it  woulfl  give  a  year  of  412  days;  and  confequent^ 
above  forty  days  more  than  the  fa6l;  and  the  daily  incomo 
being  at  leait  30,000!,  in  that  way  alfo.  i,200,ooqI.  would 
be  a  reafonable  dedudlion^    Mr.  uen  uid  that  it  would  ho 
found  an  unfair  quarter  from  various  circumftances  of  the 
moil  evident  kui4:/for  example  it  contained  various  articles 
of  weekly  payments  of  certain  fums  from  the  Excife  and 
Poft  Office  to  the  Exchequer,  and  upon  examining  thofe 
fums,  it  appeared  that  they  all^were  the  ^ymeqts  of  fifteei> 
weeks,  inftead  of  t;hirteen.    How  fo  fingular  an  accoixnt  had 
happened  to  be  prepared,  and  laid  before  Parliament^  it  did 
rot  reft  with  him  to^conjeAure,  or  to  explain ;'  but  furely  h6 
fliould  not  have  difcharg^d  his  duty,  if  obferving  a  fillacy  of 
fuch  extent,  he  had  omitted  to  remark  It;  he  would  only  add^ 
that  there  were  many  particulars  in  the  account^  exclunve  of 
this  leading  circumftance;,  which  were  open  to  much  difcuf- 
fion  at  fome  future  day.     In  the  mean  time,  he  fhould  be  cop- 
tent' when  the  Houfe  ihould  be  refumed^  to  move  for  an  ac- 
count of  the  net  produce  of  all  the  taxes  for  the  firit  eleven 
days  of  this  extraordinary  quarter;  and  al(b  for  the  laft 
"  eleven  days:  when  the  accounts  fhould  be  returned,  gentlemen 
might  take  their  <:hoice,  and  dedu£l  from  the  three  millions 
the  net  produce  of  the  firft  eleven  days,  or  the  laft;  after 
which,  the  cakulatioo,  fuch  as  it  was,  would  (land  upoft  a 
fair  ground.      ' 

Mr.  Charicellpr  Pitt  enlaiiged  on  the  improprietv  of  any  Mr.  Clu«% 
gentleman  of  that  Houfe  endeavouring  to  mifconftrue  and  ^^^  ****** 
depreciate  the  ftate  of  the  public  revenue*  In  a  vein  of  irony^ 
he  profefled  to  exculpate  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
from  that  charge  as  he  was  certain  he  could  have  no  incli- 
nation, intentionally,'to  do  fo,  from  his  known  and  conftant 
zeal  for  the  credit  of  the  nation,  which,  he  hoped,be  ihared 
with  every  other  goitleman ;  and  alfo  from  a  motive  more  im- 
mediately perfonal  to  himfelf,  from  the  pride  he  muft  necef- 
farily  feel,  and  the  ai\xiet|f  with  which  he  muft  neceftarily 
look  for  the  accomplifhment  of  his  own  predi£lions,  which 
he  had  fo  foleninly  delivered  to  the  Public  on  fo  many  occa^ 
fionsy  and  particukrly  in  his  own  Report  from  the  Cpmmittee 
en  fmuggling.  In  this  inftance,  however,  the  mifconftmc- 
tion  was  fo  obvjous,  that  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
]nid  not  wilfully  abandoned  his  ufual  rendernefs  for  the  public 
O'edil,  which  he  had  frequently  declared  to  be  equally  dear 
to  himy  by  whomfoever  the  finajices  wore  adminiftered,  he 
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refpeft  to  the  cuiloms,  h^  defired  it  to  be  underftood,  thafrt^ 
two  Summer  quarters  were  always  more  productive  than  the  . 
Winter  quarters^  and  in  confequence  of  the  more  frequent  , 
arrival  of  fliips;  therefore  in  that,  branch,  his  hopes  and  e:^ 
peSations  were  certainly  well  founded.  .He  requefted  the 
Houfe  never  to  lofe  fight  of  the  objeft  wnich  he  had  on  a  for- 
mer occafion  fet  before  thehi,  the  eflabliihment  of  a  finking 
fund,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  off,  or  rather  diminifliing 
the  national  debt.  His  own  hopes  on  that.fubje£l  were  every 
day  more  and  more  ftrong,  from  every  new  point  of  view  in 
which  he  contemplated  the  refources  of  the  nation,  and  from 
every  new  information  he  had  obtained ;  and  in  proportion  to 
his  hopes  of  fuccefs,  his  conviftion.  of  the  nec^ffity  of  the 
meafure  became  more  and  more  impreffive.  But  ilill  the 
warmefl  hopes,  or  the  moft  demonftrable  certainty  of  fuc-  - 
cefs,  inftead  of  creating  any  relaxation  in  the  efforts  of  the 
Houfe  to  attain  the  end^  ought  to  be  an  encouragement  to  re- 
double exertions — ^to  exertions  which  ought  to  give  way  to 
no  defpondihg  mifreprefentations,  nor  even  to  aDy  actual 
difappointments,  if  fuch  were  unexpectedly  to  occur :  for  fo  , 
defirable,  fo  neceilary,  and  fo  practicable  was  the  objeCt,  as 
to  leave  no  fort  of  excufe  for  Parliament^  if  they  were  to 
overlook  and  negle(5t  it.  Still,  however,  he  exp^ed,  and 
hoped,  that  however  promifing  our  profpeCt  of  being  able 
annually  to  appropriate  the  clear  fum  of  one  million  to  this  ^ 

mofl  important  purpofe,  from  the  produce  of  the  prefent  • 
exiiling  tax^s;  y^t  fhould  thefe  by  any  means  be  found  defi- 
cient, the  Houfe  0iou1d  adopt  it  as  .a  fixed  and  -  unalterable 
principle  to  make  up  that  fum  by  fome  new  mode,  in  order 
that  the  great  bulwark  of  the  public  credit,  an  efficient  and 
uniform  finking  fund,  might  not  by  any  accident  be  endan- 
E«red.  * 

Mr.  £a€n  replied,  that  neither  ironical  compliments  nor  Mr.^fiiei, 
farcaftic  infinuations  would  ever  affeCt  either  his  temper  or 
judgement ;  and  that  he  would  not  be  diverted  from  a  ftate- 
roent  equally  true  and  important,  becaufe  motives  were 
aifigned  to  him  which  he  difdained.  He  had  brought  for- 
"ivard  the  bufinefs  with  due  refpeCt  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  with  the  fullcft  refpedt  to  the  Houf^,  and  with 
the  flriCteft  integrity  towards  the  Public ;  if  it  was  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  Public  not  to  exift  under  a  itate  of  deception; 
and  if  it  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  credit,  to  be  built 
upon  truth,  and  not  upon  fallacies.  ,  The  right  honourable 
gentleman's  expbnation,  in  his  opinion,  admitted  the  whole 
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tlniie  faithfully  to  difchaif;e  the  duty  that  lay  on  him,  to  fcni* 
tinize  his  argument,  efpecially  when  that  argument  had  a 
tendency  to  injure  the  public  fervice.  -  He  anfwered  the  dc- 
dudions  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  drawn 
from  the  mode  of  payment  at  the  Excife  and  Poft  Office, 
pointing  out  that  the  depreciation  which  he  had  endeavoured 
to  eftabliAi  from  thence  wais.  not  reafonable,  nor  applicable  to 
the  ftatement  of  the  quarterns  account  in  queftion.  .  He  ftill 
peiiifted  in  his  original  ailertlon,  that  the  medium  of  caicula7 
tion,  which  on  the  former  mention  of  the  bufine^s  he  had 
chofen  principally  to  abide  by,  was  not  that  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  fele(^ed  as  the  bafis  of  his  argu« 
ment.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  in  his  fecond 
fpeech,  made  a  frefh  miftake  in  his  computation  of  the  length 
of  the  quarter^  to  end  on  the  loth  of  OiSober  L785,  by 
ftating  that  quarter  to  contain  ten  days  extra;  this  he  was 
furprized  at  the  more;  as  it  was  fo  extremely  obvious,  that 
as  it  was  to  conmience  on  the  5th\)f  July,  and  to  end  on  the! 
xoih  of  October,  it  couM  only  exceed  the  natural  quarter 
by  five  days;  therefore  the  dedudion  of  ten  per  cent.  de« 
manded  by  the  ric^I^t  honourabk  gentleman  muft  be  reduced 
one  half,  viz*  to  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  Eden  declared,  he  was  ready  to  let  the  whole  reft  upoti  Mr,  tUai 
the  real  receipts  of  the  taxes  in  the  ten  days  additional; 
This  would  be  feen  when  the  papers  he  meant  to  move  for 
ihouldcome. 

Mr.  Jeniinfan  rofe  to  fupport  Mr.  Pitt's  argunient,  declar-  Mr.jtnkttq 
ing,  that  he  had  never  underftood  his  right  honourable  friend  ^^^^ 
to  mean  otherwife  than  as  he  had  explained  bimfelf  to  mean, 
and  that  nothing  could  be  more  fair  than  the  manner  in  which 
be  had  originally  brought  the  fubjeSb  forward,  and  ftated  it  to  ' 
the  Houfe.  Tne  number  of  days  of  the  quarter  toding 
April  5,  1785,  muft  certainly  have  ftruck  every  man  in  the 
tioufe  at  the  time,  and  therefore  he  wondered  that  his  right 
honourable  firiend  (hould  have  mifapprehended  it  fo  grplsly. 
Mr*  Jenklnfoii  faid  fiirther,  that  the  public  accounts  of  the! 
receipt  of  the  produce  of  the  taxes  always  had  been  made  up 
in  the  manner  in  which  the  laft  half  years  receipts  had  been 
made  out,  viz.  one  quarter,  from  the  loth  of  October  1784* 
toChriftmas  Eve  1784;  and  the  other  quarter  from  Chrift* 
tnas  Eve  1784,.  to  April  5, 1785.  He  added,  that  from  all 
f  he  experience  hs  ever  had,  in  r^ard  to  the  receipt  of  thd 
^produce  of  taxes,  the  fummer  quarter's  receipt  always  ex-* 
c^ded  the  winter's  quarter  in  a  very  confiderable  dtgiee.    ^^ 
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Hii  right  honourable  friend  therefore  was  every  way  juflified 
in  declaring,  that  the  increafed  amount  of  fhe  sA  receipt  of 
the  produce  of  the  taxes  for  the  quarter'  ending  April  5, 
1785,  aflfbrded  the  moft  comfortable  profpeit  that  the  receipt 
for  the  current  quarters  wcmld  be  ftill  greater  in  amount,  md 
that  the  Public  wonid  feel  the  eflentia!  advantage  of  gaining  a 
Very  confiderable  eicefs  upon  the  whole  of  the  year's  receipt, 
beyond  the  receipt  of  the  fonr  quarters  coding  the  lOth  of 
Oetobcr  1784. 

Mr.  Eden  rofe  again,  and  declared  he  was  not  a  little  fur- 
pri7ed  to  find  his  right  honourable  friend  fo  conapleatly  mif- 
talcen.  So  far  from  the  Summer  qnarter's  receipt  exceeding 
the  receipt  of  the  Winter  quarter,  the  &ft  was  dtreAly  the 
reverie.  Let  his  right' honourable  friend  look  but  to  any 
yearly  accoant  of  the  net  produce  of  the  taices,  and  he  would 
iind  the  receipt  of  the  Summer  quarter,  viz.  that  ending 
July  5,  always  fell  confiderably  /hort  of  the  receipt  of  the 
auarter  preceding  it.  With  regard  to  hi«  right  honoarable 
friend's  having  allerted  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  particularly  noticed  to  the  Houfc  that  the  quarter,  ending 
April  5,  1785,  confifted  of  103  days,  ho  appealed  to  the 
Houfe,  nay  he  would  even  appeal  to  the  right  honotir:^le 
gentleman  himfelf,  whether  he  had  faid  a  fyllablcupon  the 
fnbjcft,  or  whether  the  ntmber  of  days  had  been  at  all 
noticed  till  he  himfelf  remarked  it  that  day.  Mr.  Eden 
complimented  Mt.  Jenl^infon  for  appealing  to  his  jndgemcntj 
rather  than  hi)  memory,  in  matters  of  fafl,'  and  aflured  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,,  (Mr.  Pitt)  that  there  had  been 
on  his  part  no  idea  of  imputing  to  him  an  intention  to  mif- 
lead  the  Pcblic,  or  to  deceive  the  Houfe,  he  had  too  much 
refped  for  brm,  snd  too  much  confidence  in  his  integrity  to 
entertain  fuch  An  idea. 

The  rcfohition  was  rtien  read,  and  the  queftion  being  put^ 
it  was  agreed  to. 

As  foun  03  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  Mr.  Eden  made  his 
promifed  motion  for  the  papers,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  Rtt 
moved  for  fimilar  papers,  relating  to  the  quarter  from  Chrift-" 
mis  Eve  17S3,  to  April  5,  1784. 

While  the  motion's  were  under  confideration,  Mr.  Ceurtf 
nay  rofe,  and  complimented  Mr.  Jenliinfon  on  the  extraordi- 
nary formation  of  his  ears;  to  Which  fingular  circumftancff 
lie  attributed  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  having  been 
able  to  hear  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  when  he 
firft  brought  -the  fubjefl  forward,'  which  neither  he  himfelf 
1  -aor. 
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fior,  h»  belieyed,  any  other  hooourable  gentleman  in  the 
Houfe,  had  been  able  to  hear>  though  they  had  lifleqed  with 
the  mpft  minute  attention.  .  . 

Mn  Jenlunfon  faid  a  few  words  in  reply. 

Mr.  Sueky  in  a  flxort  fpeech,  fuppprted  the  Chancellor  of  ^''-  Steele^ 
the  Exchequer's  argun>cnt  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  declaring,  that  he  thought  when  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  [Mr.  Eden]  made  his  firft  fpeech,  he  appeared  to 
betray  an  air  of  triumph  at  the  difcovery  of  what  he  feemed  ' 
tp  thmk  an  important  error;  but  that  he  (Mr.  Steele)  hap- 
pened at  the  moment  to  be  pbced  in  a  fituation  which  would 
not  well  admit  of  his  taking  notice  of  it. 

The  motions  were  all  carried. 

Lord  Mahon  moved  the  order  of  tlie  day  for  the  fecond 
reading  of  his  two  bills  relative  to  elections;  which  being 
read,  tl|^  Speaker  put  the  queftion  on  the  firft  of  the  two 
bills,  when 

Mr.  Filmer  Honeywood  rofe  and  faid,  he  did  hot  mean  to  Mr.  Kilmer 
pppofe  the  motion,  or  to  prevent  the  bill's  going  to  a  Com-  J^!*"j^^' 
mittee^  but  he  hoped  it  would  be  confiderably  amended  when 
k  was  in  the  Committee,  as  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  fer 
veral  bad  parts  of  it;  as  the  noble  Lord  was  fond  of  amufing 
himfelf  with  bringing  in  bills,  Mr.  Honeywood  exprefled  a 
wiih  that  the  noble  Lord  would  purfue  the  line  of  another 
eledion  billj^  commonly  called  Mr.  Crew's  bill,  and  follow 
the  idea  a  little  farther.  There  were  certain  dependants  on 
the  Board  of  Ordnance  and  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  as  well 
as  the  Beard  of  Cuftoms,  whom  he  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  dif- 
franchifed;  axid  they  ought,  for  the  fame  reafons,  that  had 
operated  to  disfrancnife  the  Cuftom-houfe  officers*'  In  proof 
of  this,  Mr.  Honeywood  ftated,  that  at  the  laft  ebdlion  for 
the  county  of  Kent,  Lord  Mahon  bad  played  off  a  trick  up* 
on  him  and  his  colleague,  which  to  their  honour,  (for  fo  he 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  put  it).did  not  prove  fuccefsful.  Hie 
noble  Lord  came  down  upon  them  of  a  fudden,  at  the  head  of  a 
troop  of  die  fort  of  voters  he  had  juft  defcribedf,  with  Libels  in 
their  hats,  on  which  were  printed  the  words,  Pitt  and  the  Co»* 
Jiitutton.  This  w^s  done  with  a  view  to  deprive  the  honeft  yeo- 
manry of  Kent  of  being  reprefented  by  the  objefts  of  their 
choice.  Happily  his  conftituents  had  too  much  fpirit  as  well 
as  too  much  zeal  in  his  caufe,  and  that  of  his  honourable  col- 
league, to  be  taken  inby  fo  unconftitutional  a  manoeuvre.  Nay» 
fome  of  the  noble  Lord^s  followers  were  themfelves  afhamed 
of  the  bufinefs,  for  he  obferved  feveral  of  them  take  the  la- 

Q^Z  bel^ 
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bels  out  of  their  hats,  and  throw*  them  xwaT>  Mr,  Honey* 
wood  enlarged  upon  thele  h&t,  anfl  pointed  out  the  incon- 
venience tliat  csindidates  might  be  put  to,  in  confequence  of 
their  being  fufiered  to  be  continued.  He  particularly^  iccom- 
mended  it  to  the  noble  Lord  to  bring  in  a  bill  upon  the  fub? 
jt&,  left  it  {hould  ever  happen  that  his  own  arts  I}iould  be 
turned  agatnft  him,  or  any  of  his  friendt. 

B>      Lord  Mahon  faid,  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
Aated  might  refer  to  another  bill>  tl^t  which  related  to  th« 
ijVe^ringof  cockades  at  eledlions. 
The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Lord  Mahon  then  moved  the  fecond  reading  of  bis  other 
bill  for  reducing  the  expe)Ke  and  preventing  bribery  at  elec- 
tions, 

•  Sir  Afdiibrto-ff^itt  Ridley  rofe  upon  this,  and  faid)  he  hear* 
-tily  wilhed  the  noble  Lord  had  happened  to  have  Aood  candi- 
date at  a  popular  eledliopi  where  die  voters  were  to  be  fetched 
at  a  great  diAance ;  he  would  then  have  known  that  there 
were  uaufes  in  the  prefent  bjll  that  wpuld  be  found  of  the 
utmoft  inconvenience  in  their  operation  with  regard  to  fuch 
eleflions.  If  at  any  period  of  the  noble  X^rd's  life  he  fhould 
happen  to  ftand  a  candidate  at  a  popular  cleAion,  he  would, 
Sir  Matthew  faid,  experience  the  truth  of  what  he  had  now 
thrown  out,  and  be  convinced  (bat  it  was  highly  improper  to 
pafs  the  prefent  bill.  Sir  Matthew  faid  he  would  not  oppofe 
the  bill's  going  to  a  Committee. 

10.  Lord  Mabott  faid,  he  was  now  nearly  circumftanced  as  h* 
had  been  before,  for  the  honourable  Baronec4iad  faid  little  or 
nothing  relative  to  the  bill.  With  regard  to  his  having 
flood  Candidate  at  a  popular  ele^ion,  it  might  be  recollected 
that  he  had  Hood  candidate  for  Wellminller,  which  was  well 
,  known  to  be  as  popular  aa  eledlion  as  any  in  the  kingdom. 

of  The  Earl  of  Surrey  faid,  he  believed  when  the  honourable 
Saronet  behind  him  had  talked  of  the  difficulty  and  inconve- 
nience that  would  be  experienced  at  popular  elefiiens,  he 
meant  merely  at  popular  elcdlions  at  3  confiderable  diftance 
iiom  town.  His  Lordlhip  farther  fajd,  there  were  many 
parts  of  the  bill  that  deferyed  praife;  he  wifhed,  therefore, 
that  thofe  who  had  oppofed  the  late  queflion  for  reform  in  the 
A  ate  of  rcprefentation,  would,  at  a  recompence  to  their  coun- 
try, unite  their  efforts  to  make  the  hill  as  perfe£t  as  poflible, 
^hat  the  Public  might  have  fomething  like  a  reform  where  a 
f^otm  was  fo  neceSary. 

■-  Sip 
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Sir  Matthew-White  Ridley  faid,  undoubtedly  that,  ai)d  that  Sfr  M.  w. 
only  was  the  idea ;  and  he  inftanced  the  cale  of  an  eledron  ^^**y» 
for  Briftoly  where  the  voters  are  >;o  be  fetched  from  ^  parts 
ef  the  kingdom.       ^  ^ 

Mr.  JoUijfe  faid,  he*  would  oppofe  even  the  fecond  reading  Mir.  Jol]iffe« 
of  the  billy  becaufe  if  the  bill  palled,  it  \fouId  be  impoffible 
to  a(K  a  friend  to  dinner  who  was  a  voter,  or  to  carry  him  in  ' 
your  coach  to  the  place  rf  eleSion.    With  regard  to  the 
elaufe  to  prevent  the  giving  away  of  cockades,  that  he  ap<« 
proved  of* 

Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  he  thought  the  claufe  putting  a  ftop  to  Mr.  Coiir« 
the  giving  away  cockades  perfedlly  right,  and  perfe6l|y  ponr  **°"^ 
fiftent  with  the  other  meafures  of  Government ;  for  as  Admi- 
niftration  were  taking  the  neceffary  fteps  to  prevent  the  ma- 
BufaSurers  from  making  any  more  ribbands,  it  was  certainly 
right  to  put  an  end  to  the  giving  away  cockades. 

Mr.  Ppwys  faid,  he  wiflied  the  honourable  gentleman  on  Mr.  P«fry«y 
the  fame  bench  with  him  had  not  ftated  his  intention  to  give 
a  negative  to  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  but  had  let  it 
alone  till  it  w^re  in  a  Committee.     Mr.  Powys  faid,  the  nor 
ble  Lord  was  fond  of  amuiing  bimfelf  with  bringing  in  bills 
of  that  kind,  and  his  perfeverance  was  wonderful.     They 
had  had  tliat  bill  before  them  in  three  diiFerent  Parliaments ; 
in  one,  by  fome  means  or  other,  it  got  up  to  the  other 
Houfe  ;  but  he  was  happy  to  fay,  it  never  came  back  again, 
and  ihey  heard  no  more  of  it.     With  regard  to  the  prefent 
bill,  he  wiihed  to  treat  it  with  all  poffible  refpe£l,  and  to  let 
it  go  to  a  Committee,  in  order  to  fee  what  degree  of  relaxa- 
tion the  noble  Lord  would  evmce,  and  how  much  of  the  bill 
he  would  confent  to  forego.    As  it  flood  at  prefent,  it  con-; 
filled  of  two  parts,  one  of  which  was  law  already,  and  the 
other,  he  hoped,  never  would  be  law,  becaufe  it  never  ought 
to  be  law*    Mr.  Powys  faid,  if  the  fenfe-of  the  Houfe  were 
infifted  upon  being  taken  againft  the  fecond  reading,  he  mufl: 
of  neceffity  vote  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  he 
really  wifhed  the  bill  might  go  to  a  Committee. 

Mn  Ze  Mefurier  faid, .  he  certainly  fhould  vote  with  the  ^^  ^  Me- 
noble  Lord,  for  whofe  fpirit  and  integrity  he  entertained^*' 
great  regard ;  but  he  would  not  tie  himfelf  down  to  vote  tor 
the  whole  of  the  bill  as  it  ftood,  when  it  came  into  the  Com- 
mittee. F!or  his  part,  he  did  not  admire  the  claufe  which  for- 
bade candidates  inviting  the  eleAors  to  eat  and  drink  at  their 
expence ;  like  a  good  citizen,  he  was  a  friend  to  good  cheer, 
and  was  fure  that  he  could  ixot  carry  on  aA  hour's  canvas 
without  it.  With  regard  to  the  putting  a  flop  to  candidates 
'  '  -  giving 
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giviag  :fway  cockade*,  nnlrTs  they  could  prevent  the  wearing 
of  cockades,  the  end  of  the  noble  Lord  could  not  be  c&&' 
ed,  for  the  evil  lay  in  the  veariDg  thenit  aodoot  in  thegive- 
ing;  and  while  they  were  furred  to  be  worn,  the  eleflon 
inight  pnrcbaft  tliem  themCdvei,  and  the  fanie  matter  be  done 
incflre£lif  that  wai  now  done  dire£tly  and  ^woly.  Mr.  Le 
Mefurier  was  for  having  the  ImU  gp  fo  a  ComBiittee,  in  order 
to  be  amended. 

Mr.  Pjt  agreed  with  Mr.  Le  Mefurier  that  the  complaua 
with  regard  to  cockadet  lay  in  (heir  being  worn,  for  aa  long 
at  that  wu  the  ca(e,  the  r^idatioo  to  bind  down  a  candidau 
from  giving  them  would  be  ineffe£laal.  Mr.  Pye  faid,  he 
ibould  be  glad  that  the  cuHom  of  givii^  cockadei  could  bi 
effi^oally  aboliflied ;  they  often  led  to  (]Uarreli  and  diilai- 
bancei,  as  he  had  lately  eiperieoced,  having  recently  ilooJ 
for  a  popular  cle^on. 

Mn  Powiuy  faid,  he  had  known  i  covinty  whore  the  cock- 
ades had  done  much  good. 

Mr.  Caurltnaj  obferved,  that  oiie  geritlem^  had  a  predi- 
leflion  for  cockades,  with  a  panicuUr  motto ;  he  thouglu, 
therefore,  if  *<  Pitt  and  the  Conftitutlon"  were  the  motta 
adopted,  it  would  favc  trouble,  and  give  latiifiAioa  to  the 
gentleman  and  hii  friends ;  he  wouM,  however,  make  om 
exception  to  pleafe  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lafl : 
for  inftance,  the  motto  for  the  cockadec  for  the  borough  of 
New  Winder  ifaould  be  ><  The  King  and  the  CoofikuDtxi.'' 
.  Mr.  Pvwm;f  rob  again,  and  faid,  be  believed  U  was  the  firA 
time  any  member  oTthat  Houfe  had  alluded  fo  pcHbaally  to 
another,  and  mentiooed  any  particular  borough  with  an  icn- 
nliediate  reference  to  the  perfon  repnlenting  it. 

Mr.  j^rd'a  (aid,  be  highly  approved  of  the  bill,  being  of 
opinion  that  candidates  ought  not  to  be  put  to  any  expenct 
whatever,  but  that  they  Ihonld  he  Tent  to  that  Houfe  by  tbe 

Sure,  uuhought,  and  impartial  fuffragea  of  their  conllituentfc 
1  thele  days  of  dq^eneracy  and  corruption,  every  thing  h- 
rious  and  important,  he  oblerved,  was  treated  with  levity  and 
ridicule.  Sut  thole  who  thought  properly  upon  th«  puvit^ 
of  ekdion  would,  he  believed,  concur  in  opinion  that  it  wu 
not  a  fit  fubje&  for  jefti  and  laughter.  Mr.  Martin  in  parti- 
cu!:)r  praifed  the  claWo  about  cockades,  declaring  that  thq 
put  candidates  to  a  v^ry  gr^t,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  an  iotc^ 
rahje  expence,  and  only  led  to  noife,  riots,  and  difturbances. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fiscond  time,  and  both  bilH  wen 
committed  for  next  Wedaefday, 

TU 
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The  Hbufe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Sap* 
ply,  Mr.  Gilbert  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  at  fFar  (Sir  George  YoDge}.moved  fever^l  re-  The  ^tttt* 
folxitions ;  one  for  800I.  for  a  particular  branch  of  the  Scotch  t»nratWar. 
roadi ;  another  for  the  remaining  fubfidy  to  the  Landgrave  of 
HeiTe ;  and  a  third  for  the  nemaining  futmdj  due  to  tl^'Duko 
of  Bfunrwick,  and  two  others* 

That  for  the  800K  for  the  Stotch  roads,  oceafioned  a  (horfS 
conveifation  between  the  Earl  of  Surreyi  Mr.  Rofc,  Sir  Jo* 
ieph  Mawbey^  Mr.  Courtenay,  Sir  William  Cunynghame^ 
and  others. 

Sir  Jofepb  Mawhef  rather  objeAed  to  the  idea  of  applying  sir  foftp|| .  * 
for  money  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  and  argued  againft  the  propofi*  Mtw^y. 
tion  of  building  a  bridge  on  the  road  to  Portpatrick. 

JAT.Courtenajf  afiefking  to  mifunderftand  the  Barohet,  with  Mr.Cour- 
a  grave  face,  faid,  he  rofe  to  affiire  the  honourable  Baro-  ^*^h 
net  that  there  was  no  ferious  intention,  for  the  prefent,  t& 
build  a  bridge  from  Portpatrick  to  Donagbadee.    He  added 
many  humorous  remarks  on  the  advantage  that  muft  neeeiia« 
rily  refult  from  the  making  good  roads  through  Scotland  to 
the  fca  ports,  declaring  it  Would  ferve  to  encourage  the  Scotch 
to  emigrate,  and  to  convey  fuppliesof  food  and  cloathing  the  • 
more  readily  from  Ireland;  to  which  place  good  roads  to 
Portpatrick  would  alfo  enable  them  to  refort ;  and  it  was  evi« 
dent  Adminiftratioa  held  out  every  cucooragoment  to  them* 
to  go  to  that  I^nd  of  plenty* 
All  the  refolutions  were  agjkted  t0» 
Proceeded  in  the  Irifli  fymm. 

Monday,  j^l  ^S^ 

A  ihort  debate  arofe  on  a  bill  ailthoriiiru;  the  prize  agents, 
ippointed  by  the  officers  of  the  garrifon  oTOibraltar,  to  pay 
til  fumsthat  came  into  their  bands  oif  the  bounty  allowed  for 
he  deflruAion  of  certain  Spanish  ihips  of  war* 

The  bill  was  committed^ 

Proceeded  to  bear  evidence  in  the  Irii(h  fyflem. 

Tu$fdttf^  April  26* 

Mr.  Fox  gave  notice  that  h#  (hoilld  caH  the  attention  of  M».  r^x. 
tie  Houfe  to  the  ftatemeAt  which  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  had 
iven  of  the  revenue  and  finances  of  the  country.    Some  aU 
creation  on  this  matter  had,  it  feems,  lately  happened,  when      ' 
e  had  themisfortune  to  be  afefeat*    He  would  not  at  prefent 
iterfere  in  that  debate)  or  fay  Wfe<^  wat  right  or  wrong ;  but 

be 
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be  would  fay,  that.it  was  aii  obje£l  aboat  which  the  Public 
were  naturally'  folicitous,  and  which  the  Houfe  ought  per- 
fe8t\y  tu  uriderftarid.  Various  papers  bad  been  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  and  very  promifiug  prefumptioits  entertained  on 
that  account.  They  were  foon  to  vote  away  their  confti* 
tuents'  money ;  and  he  was  perfuaded  inoft  gentlemen  would 
agree  with  him  that  they 'ought  to  be  well  fatisfied  on  what 
principle  they  performed  that  part  of  their  duty.  This  was 
tlie  chief  reaion  for  which  he  meant  to  offer  his  opinion  on 
that  particular,  which,  therefore,  he  wifhod  gentlemen  would 
conCder  and  revolve  in  their  minds. 
Mr.  Chin-  ]vir.  Chancellor  Piit  thought  it  would  very  tnuch  tend  to 
t  or  Put,  f^^.jij^jjtg  ^jjg  object  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman*s  mo- 
tion, whatever  it  might,  be,  if  he  would  make  gentlemen 
.  .  fenfible  what  the  drift'  of  it  t?a8.    They  would  then  turn  it 

in  their  minds,  and}  by  having  confidered  it  fairly  and  fully, 
come  to  a  diviiion  on  it  in  fome  degree  prepared.    He^  there- 
tore,  hoped  tha  honourable  gentleman  would  more  explicitly 
fay  to  what  particular  points  he  meant  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Fox.         Mr.  Fox  did  not  know  'how  more  explicitly  to  declare  what 
be  meant  by  the  notioa  which  he  fliould  have  the  honour  of 
fubmitting  to  the  confederation  of  the  Houfe^-^He  wi/hed  to 
eftablifli  fome  fyftem  by  which  the  revenui?  of  the  kingdom 
N   could  be  as  nearly.as  poiEUe  eftimated.    This  was  the  aired 
objecSh  of  his  motion.    And  he  was  willing  to  bring  it  forward 
the  more  readily  now,  bepaufe  from  the  attendance  given  in 
'  confequence  of  the  Irifh  bufinefs,  ftill  pending  before  Parlia- 
ment, the  Houfe  would  be  pretty  full.    The  extent  of  the 
revenue,  as  afibrding  tins  country  a  profpe6l  of  leflening  their 
burdens,  was  the  precife  point  or  confideratiop,  whrch  he 
wifhed  every  gentlemai^  would  difcufs  within  his  own  mind 
previons  to  their  coming  to  a  new  vote  on  the  fobjed  of  any- 
farther  fupply. 
*fr,  Chtn-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  would  have  no  objection  whatever 
ceUorPitc.  againft  fuch  a  motion,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
could  not  be  more  happy  in  bringing  the  fubjedi  of  finance 
fully  and  accurately  before  the  Houfe  than  he  was.     He  had 
Aated  various  views  which  might  be  talcen  of  the  matter 
from  the  papers  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe ;  'Init 
wluterver  particular  opinions  might  be  indulged,  this  g^ieral 
conclufion  he  had  laid  down,  and,  as  he  appreliende(C  from 
prtmifes  altogether  incontrovertible,  that  the  financesof  this 
country  held  forth  much'  more  promifing  profpe£ls  than  fosne 
iborc  time  ago  could  have  been  imagined* 

Mr. 


A.  1785-'  t)    t    6    A    t    E    S»  Ill- 

Mr.  EdrYi  (aid,  he  'would  not  enter  irito  any  thing  which  Mk»  Sdtaa 
had  now  fallen  from  either  of  the  right  Honourable  gentle-   , 
men.    He  hdd  rifen  roctcly  to  expfefs  hi^  defire,  that  the 
papers  lately  moved  for  od  this  point  might  be  laid  on  the 
table  before  Friday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  resid  fbi;  agreeing  with  the 
amendments  madis  by  the  Lords  to  the  bill,  *^  For  appointing 
*' Commifiioners  to  inquire  into  the  fees,  gratuities,  perqui- 
^'  fiteSy  and  emoluments,'  which  ari;,  or  have  been  lately  re- 
•*  ceived  in  the  fevefal  public  o&ces  therein  mentioned  ;  to 
'*  examine  iiito  any  abufes  which  may  exift  in  the  fame  \  and 
*'  to  report  fuch  obfervations  as  fball  occur  to  them,  for  the 
"  better  condufiing  and  maniiging  the  bufinefs  tranfaAed  in 
*'  the  faid  offices  ;'^  feveral  of  the  Amendments  wete  read 
and  agreied  to ;  but  an  ameodment  having  been  mad^  which 
Was  to  fubje(fl  the  CommiffioherS  td  uie  controul  of  the^ 
Privv  Council,  ' 

Mr.  HuJJey  obje£led  to  thfe  ainendment,  als  it,  in  his  opi-  Ifr.  Huflcy* 
nion,  was  wrong  to  controul  thb  Cddimiffioners,  who  were 
to  controul  the  offices. 

Mr.  Fax  faid,  he  never  was  a  great  friend  to  the  bill,  as  it  Mr.  F«z» 
appeared  to  him  not  calculated  to  do  any  public  fervice ;  how- 
ever, the  very  eflence  of  the  bill  was,  by  the  amendments  of 
the  Lords,  totally  done  away :  for  the  only  thing  palatable  in 
the  bill  wasi  ^^^  the  Commiffioners  were  left  to  the  free  ex* 
^rcife  of  their  judgement,  and  not  fuppofed  to  be  under  the 
controul  of  the  Mihifter ;  btit^  in  the  amendment  of  the  Lords, 
that  freedom  was  takbn  away,  and  they  would  now  be  fubjed 
to  the  controul  of  the  Privy  Council/  whb  miRht  give  fuch 
]nftn]£l:ions  a&  totally  tp  defeat  the  intfentioh  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Chancellor  Fitt  defended  the  bill,  and  ftated,  that  it  Mr.  Cban« 
was  founded  on  principles  of  juftice  and  beconomy  \  as  to  the  cellorPitu 
amendihent  made  in  the  Lords,  it  was  not  by  his  defire,  nor  was 
it  done  by  any  noble  Lord  who  was  remarkable  for  his  attach* 
ment  to  the  prefent  perfons  in  office ;  but  the  Houfe  might 
depend  upOn  it,  that  as  the  bill  originated  with  the  prefent  Mi- 
niftry,  there  would  be  but  little  fear  of  any  perfon  in  the 
PHvy  Council  giving  fuch  orders  aS  wbuld  counteradt  thein* 
tent  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  if  he  was  not  miftaken,  the  amendment  came  Mr.F^it 
from  Lord  Sydney  ;  but^  whether  he  was  friendly  or  not  to  - 
tb^  prelbnt  men  in  power,   was  of  little  confeqttence ;  the 
amendment  would,  to  all  intents,  deftroy  the  independence 
of  the  Commifiioners« 

Vol.  XVra.  R  After 
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After  fonie  difpute,  the  amendment  pafleJ;  and  anothrf 
amendmint  being  read,  which  was  relative  to  the  power  of 
,  controuling  the  tet  to  be  taken, 
b<ri-       Mr.  SIxridan  ftated,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  bill  wu,  to 
all  intenti,  a  money  bill ;    anti,  therefore,  any  alteration  be- 
ing made  by  the  Lords,  was  contrary  to  the  privil^e  claimed 
by  that  Houfe. 
h»o.       Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  defended  the  bill,  and  denied  that  Jt 
'*''''  came  witfyn  the  defcription  of  a  money  bill. 

On  the  queflion  lacing  ]>ut,  to  agree  with  this  amendment 
.    made  by  the  Lords,  the  Houfe  divided, 

Ayei  -  -  25 

Nocf  -  -  13 

Total  -  38 

WKich  being  two  lefs  than  fufiiciedt  to  form  a  Houfe,  the 
Speaker  adjourned  immediately. 

ff'tdnefday,  Aprii  2-}. 

On  a  motion  to  go  into  the  Committee  on  Lord  Mzhon's 
bill, 

iwjt.  Mr.  Povrff  faid,  that  he  objected  to  the  Speaker's  leaving 
the  chair.  The  bill  before  the  Houfe  was,  in  his  opinion, 
liable  to  many  fubAantial  exceptions.  He  thought  it  would 
increafe,  intlead  of  removing,  the  evil  of  which  it  com- 
plained. The  principle  of  it  was  to  deflroy  all  manner  of 
geod  underftanding  between  the  ejedlors  and  the  elcAcd,  and 
to  render  the  moft  good-natured  adiion  criminal.  White 
thefe  fundamental  defeats  remained,  be  could  not  be  a  frrend 
to  the  meafure.  He  never  did  like  it.  The  objf  fls  to  which 
it  pointed  were  two  1  to  ellabtilh  that  which  was  already  law, 
and  that  which  never  ought  10  be  law ;  and,  therefsre,  he 
oppofed  its  going  into  the  Committee. 

ibon.  LoTfi  MahoH  certainly  could  not  agree  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  ;  but  he  chofe  to  defer  anfwering  his  obje£liont 
now,  as  that,  he  believed,  would  be  done  more  efie£tually  in 
the  Committee. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee  went  through  the  bill. 

Tburfihy^  yfpril  2B. 

The  report  of  the  Committee,  to  which  the  petition  of  tli* 
plate  glaft  manufaflurcrs,  and  the  petition  of  the  glafs  manu- 
fa^urers  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  and  others,  had  been  re- 
ferred for  invelligation,  was  moved  to  be  read,  ^nd  the  farcie 

bxYing 


C'       »• 

d. 

386256  16 

U 

935 J 3*  8 

1* 

691 109  9 

6J 

593753  7 

Q 
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hiving  beeti  read  accordinglyi  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  \ 

Committee  of  the  whole  Hbufe,  Sir  William  Doibcn  in  the  -     ] 

chair.  I 

A  (hort  debate  took  place  on  «i  refolution  to  grant  yoool.  j 

vrhich  had  been  overpaid.     It  was  negatived. 

I 

Friday^  Jpril  29. 

An  Account  of  Payments  into  the  Exchequer j  ky  the  Receiver  General  of  the 
Cujiomsj  frorh  Lady  Day^  1775?  to  Lady  Day^  1785,  both  inc/ufive, 
di/iinguijhlng  each  Tear  and  each  garter  ;  together  with  the  Totals  of 
each  Teah 

Furfuant  to  an  Order  of  the  Hon.  Houfe  of  Commons^  dated  12th  April,  1785. 

_  _  ^»     d. 

The  Quarter  to    5  July,  1774 

to  10  Oftober 
to     5  January,  1775 
to    5  April 

Total  of  On?  Year  to  5  April,  1775 '    ^-^^^ — '• 2606255     i     8^ 

The  Quarter  to    5  July,  1775         3347^9     8     H         •   .      ^ 

to  10  Oftober        -    928684    a     8 
to    5  January,  1776  623884     7     4J 
to    5  April         -       .618285  *o  *o 

One  Year  to  5  April,  1 7  J^  — 2505563     9    5 

The  Quarter ^tp    5  Nx*  ^776  *    4^0773  '3    4i 

to  10  0£tober        -    886273  19    4 
tQ     5  Januarys  1777   565069     7     7* 
to    5  April  ;      -        502263  18     64 

*OneYearto5  April,  1777 2364380  i8  lol- 

The  Quarter  to    5  July,  1777     .     375286  14  iij 

to  10  OSober        -     784296  16     i| 
to     5  January,  1778   567258     99' 
to     5  April    ..-         592475  17     2i 

One  Year  to  5  April,  1778 ; 2319317  18     o 

The  Quarter  to     5  July,  1778         229620    8     5J- 
\  to  lo-Odober     -  -'   854901   18    9 
to    5-January,  1779  485682  17     8 
to    5  April         -         715676'    5     3| 

'    OneYearto5  April,  1779  — *•——— 2285881   16    aj 

The  Quarter  to     5  July,  1779      .  346827  18  iO 

to  10  October        -^     756264    7  •  9J  '  ' 

~       to     5  January,   1780  683505     7     9 
to     5  April         -         708672   10  io| 

One  Ye^r  to  5  April,  1 780 ■    -2495270    5    2I 

'  R  2  The 


PARLIAMENTARY 
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L'      ^   d.         £.      ,,  i. 

lie  Quainter  to    5  J"Iyi  >78o        38323J    o  10 

to  loOftoher        -     935581     6     3! 

to     5  January,  1781   696433  10    Of 

to'    5  April         -         613395     7     94 

OneYcarto5  AjfrU,  1781 2627643     4  11 

le  Quarter  to     5  i"')''   '78i         S^H^?   13   'oJ 
to  10  Oaober  11450^9   10    o 

to    .5  Jaatiar^  1782   71252^  16     zj 
to    5  April         -        457503  15     ii 

OneYearto5  April,  1782 2636536  ij     i\ 

le  Quarter  to  5  July,  1782  668592  o  9J 
to  10  Odober  -  916477  5  i 
to  5  January,  1783  818989  10  9^ 
to     5  April        -         579514  10     9 

One  Yearto  5  April,  1783-'     ■     ■    -  2983574    a     4J 

le  Quarter  to     5  Jwly.  ^783         457378   12     9 
to  10  Oaober  1054963     5     2| 

to     5  January,  ^1784    756463   1%     7J 
to     5  April         -         385951   16     i\ 

One  Year  to  5  April,  1 784 2654757     7     aj 

le  Quarter  to  '5  July,  1784        722595     5     ^\ 

to  ifi  Oflober  1233351   13   iij 

to     5  January,  1785   98484O     7     8| 

to     5  April         -         778717  19     2* 

OiwYearto5  April,i785^ \ — 3719405     6     ^ 

For  WILUAM  MELLISH,  Efq. 

I^eceiver  General, 

T.  MILLS 


Accavnt  of  the  Net  Product  9/  all  thi  Taxis  granted  Jinct  the  ^th  Day 
f January,  ijyb, /or  one  Tear^  eaJed the  ^lbJ>ajftf  j^tU,   1785. 


CUSTOMS 
,rs,  5th  July,  1777        -        -  .         . 

Ktrtcd  wines,  51!)  April,  1778 
percent,  ift April,  1779  - 
con  wool,  1780  _  -  - 

ic^ed  wines,  178Q 
■digtea^  a4th  June,  178; 

Carried  over 


90  15  10 

-  59.6'|  '  3 

-  105,728  15  J 14 

ij  S  S 

-  J7>=>3'  '°  4 

28  8  3 


£.i»2^<X< 


^1785. 


DEBATES^ 


Brought  aver 


Tobacco,  ift  Janiaary,  1781   . 

tobacco  and  fngars,  1781         .  «  - 

Tobacco,  ihoff,  andbratidy,  178a 

Wax,  1782 

Additional  ^l,  per  cent,  5th  and  25th  July,  1782 

1 81.  per  cent,  on  muilins,  ift  Auguft,  1783 

Bricks  and  tiles,  2d  September,  1 784 

Silk  and  lead,  1784  *  ^ 

Paper,  &c.  i  ith  Anguft,  1784 

Candles,  jft  Acguft,  1784  -  - 

Coflfee,  &c.  1784 


♦25 

282,509  17  0{ 

1,869  '  pt 

479>5S6    3  61 

«45>44S^«  H 

hSn    ^  Si 

208,  t^  16  1 1 

111,714    4  1 

"    3  8i 

«3>44S  12  4 

o  12  o 

^32    2  6 


immm^kmm 


Total  of  Cufioms       £.  iy24495rt  17    7I 


riMi 


i%a*a« 


STAMPS. 

Additional  cards  and  dice,  5th  July,  1776 
Additional  ftamps  on  paper  and  parchment,  jtb 

July,  1776  •  .  . 

Pitto,  Sth  July,  1777     .  -  -, 

Ditto,  2d  Auguft,  1779 
Ditto,  ift  June,  1780  - 

Poft  horfes,  i  ft  Auguft,  1780  - 

Almanacks,  24th  June,  1781  - 

Additional  policies,  I  ft  Auguft,  1782 
Additional  ftamps  on  paper  and  pardiment  and  bills 
of  exchange^  ift  Aug.  Sept.  O^  and  Nov.  1783 
Additional  carriages,  &c.  ift  Auguft,  1783 
Additional  ftamp  duties,  ift  and  29th  September, 
.  ift  O£kober,  and  ift  December,  1784 


iB,466  19   4 

6^^y   8  la 
50,855  19    3 

25^^41    9  " 
20,344    o    5 

i05>7S7    o    o 

1,339    o    ^ 
93,883  11  10 

247,941    4  III 
9»44j^i7    3 

ix2»6i4    o    o 


Total  of  Stamps       ^.  739^396  1 1  10 


^mm 


E. 


Additional  coaches,  5th  July,  1776 
Glafs  -  -  -  -  1777 
Auctions,  29th  Sept*  1777 


Carried  over 


•     31,349    o    o 

-  80^477    o    <^ 

-  40,314    0    o 


51. 


n 
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Brought  ove 

142,140     0    0 

ytU  on  feveral  duties,  and  15I.  per  centi  on 

5thAfwil,.4779    ^        .  .     .      ,_ 

124,334     2     3 

hI  brandy,  30th  May,  1780 

S4.04&     Q     0 

lal  jl.  per  cent.  1780        -        -         . 

-     38.505     0     0 

lal  low  wines,  30th  Maf,  1780 

11,129     S     0 

lalfweets,  1780         -  ,      -         -      ,  - 

6,g8j     0     0 

lat  ftarch,  6th  July,  1780        ... 

25,611     0     0 

nfes,  1780         -_--._ 

9,515     0     0 

lal  Britifli  fpii  its,  30th  May,  1 780      - 

-     19,122     6     6 
228,158     0     0 

i;amalt         -        -        -     .    1780     -      .  - 

lal  5I. percent.  1781  .      -            .           . 

82,322     2     3 
-  52,812     0     0 

vahts,  2ift  May,  1781         ... 

»nuts,  5th  July,  1781 

607     0     0 

iditta        -           1781 

262     0     0 

lal  fope,  5th  July,  1782         -         .          . 

94,256     0     0 

ul  coaches,  1782         -           -      .    - 

25,571      0     0 

;er,  5th  July,  1782   -     -        -        - 

21,542     0     0 

lal  5t.  per  cent,  jth  and  25th  July,  1783 

86,540     2     3 

lioCTifes,  fith  Sept.  1784'        -      '  - 

42,082     0     0 

:o  lUhAuguft,  1784    -    . 

-  3.235     0     0 

-  3,085    0     0 

rnd  fluffs,  2d  0&.  1784     - 

nd  tiles,  aB  Sept.  1 7  84 

20,159     0     0 

cent.  iitR  Aug.  and  2d  Oft."  178+ 

1,012     .0      0 

lal  candles,  iJl  Aug.  1784 

45,052     0     0 

-  Total  of  exciTe  £. 

1,199,077  :8     3 

I    N    C    !    D    X    N    T    S. 

5th- April,  1778         .... 

116,438  11      9J 

lal  fait,  icth  May,  1780         -         -          - 

58,004  17      1 

22d  Jurie,-i782         -            .         . 

58,895    4     4. 

lerweek  letter  money,  17*4        -           -    ■ 

43,700    0     0 

r  coaches,  1784 

4,800    0     0 

for  felling  lottery  tickets,  A°  1784 

1,000    0     0 

erBank,  1783 

I2,OCX3      0        0 

irants,  5th  July,  1 77  7,  (arrears) 

-       460    7     6 

Total  of  incidents    ^. 

295,299    0     8| 

cnAoms,  ftamps,  excile,  and  incidents    {^.  3,478,275     8     4I 
JOHN    HUGHSON. 
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785.                   DEBATES.  lij 

North    Britain. 
Account  if  the  Produce  of  the  feveml  Taxes  granted  Jtnce  the  yb  day 
f  January^  i??^?  for  one  yeaty  ending  the  yh  of  Aprils  1785,  as  or-' 
ered  in  the  Votes  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Commons^  of  the  2gth  of 
Iprily  1785. 

Taxes  granted  fince  the  5th  of  January,  1776  Net  Pfoducc  for 

der  the  management  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Ex-  ^ne  ycai",  ending 

cife  in  Scotland.  Jth  April,  178^. 

£•       J«      d* 

leel  carriages            Commenced  23d  Maj,  1776  1,426    4    o 

ftions                      Ditto            agth  Sept.  1777  Ij7o6     3    91 

cent,  duties          -Ditto            6th  April,  1779  7,494  15  iij 

to                            Ditto            31ft  May,  1780  1,508     2    4| 

rits  imported            Ditto             31ft  May,  1780  r,i8a     69 

V7  wines  and  fpirits   Ditto             31ft  May,  1780  6,408     5    oj 

ditionalmalt            Ditto    '      -31(1  May,  1780  15,777     3     3 

ditional  fweets          Ditto               6th  July,  1780  236 

ditional  ftarch           Ditto               6th  July,  1780  954    4    9; 

alicenfes                  Ditto               6th  July,  1780  271   17     2j 

r  cent,  duties           Ditto              6th  April,  1781  6,424    6    9 

lie  fervants               Ditto             21ft  May,  1781  4^158     2  11 

ditional  fope             Ditto               6th  July,  1782  5,207   11   11^ 

iieel  carriages            Ditto              6th  July,  1782  ij553    o    o 

-cent. duties             Ditto             26th  July,  1782  6,569  19     7^ 

ditional  candles        Ditto                 2d  Aug.  1784  39356    o    6| 

ditional  paper           Ditto             nth  Aug.  1784  334     7     9 

cks  and  tiles             Ditto                 2d  Sept.  1784  555    4  io| 

neral  licenfes            Ditto             nth  Sept.  1784  3,125  16     7 

[ditional  printed  linens  Ditto         2d  Odlober,  1784  450     7     5J 
tton  fluffs,  and  licenfes  to  bleachers  of  cottons,  &c« 

:ommenced  2d  Oftober,  1784        -         .         -  1,198  16     7| 
:enfes  for  retailing  wax  and  fpermaceti  candles, 

:ommenced2dOdlober,  1784        -        -        -  -        3    5    o 


Total    69,668    6  io| 


cife  Office.  1        •  w..^^    .  ^ » 
dinbuTjh,   j"'*J""•'"*'^■ 


J.  WHARTON.        JAMES  BRUCE,  Accomptant. 
GILB.  L AURIE^       ROB.  CHALMERS,  Accomp.  General 
CEO.  BROWN.  . 
Examined  per  ANDREW  HAMILTON,  D.  Comptroller. 


1^  PARLIAMENtART  A.  i^ 


Jbt  jkcnttU  of'  the  Product  of  the  fever al  Taxes  impofed  by  any  AR  p 
in  the  tear  l^9^y  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  made  Hp^  di/Ungui/h 
Produce  of  each  Tax, 


ttk. 


rili77^ 

Received  on  the  additional  dttty  on  ftamps,  fince  lil  ^^ 

Auguft,  1783           .    -                -                -  361,236    4 ,  , 

From  the  Bank  of  England^  as  a  compofition  in  lieu  5  i«| 

of  the  above  duty            -                -^               .  20,301     7^ 

On  the  additional  duty  on  carriages,  fince  ift  No-  |3  n 

member,  1783               •               •                -  19,942*  1/"- 

^,401,480     9*  I 

Befides  th^  above  duties  for  payment  u  t 

of  annuities  granted  in  the  year  X783>  ,t  ^1 

'  the  duty  of  18L  per  cent*  on  muilins  and  \t » 

callicoes»  from  31ft  Auguft,  1783,  in  '^  * 

lieu  of  the  duty  of  151.  per  cent,  on  '^1 

muflins  and  callicoes  repealed  by  aft  23d  |^  4| 

Georgii  Tertii  Rt*  has  produced  the  fum  .    n 

of  •  .  -  136^7  U    4|i^* 

ii 

From  the  above  fum  of  361,2361*  4s.  i  id.  muft  be  1  , 
dttdted  the  fum  of  849020!.  1 2s.  4id.  carried  to  the  acccl]  *^ 
of  the  fund  for  payment  of  annuities  anno  1782,,  to  inl>  r 
good  the  deficiency  of  fo  much  calculated  to  have  W  ^ 
the  produce  of  the  flamp  duty  upon  inland  bills  6f  ^  ^* 


change,  promiflbry  notesy  and  other  notes  payable  otl 
wife  than  upon  demand,  by  aft  22d  Georgii  Tertii 
which  aft  was  repealed  by  a&  23d  Geo.  Tert*  Rs« 


z 


JOHN  HUGHS of  1 

Sxcbequcr,  the  1 5th  day  n  \\ 

of  April*  1785.  11  ^i 

b  1*' 


f 

4 


• 
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To  £ice  page  i^B* 


theffveral  TAXES 
0  the  AV£RAOS 


"•«5th  Day  of 
PI! 


Jaiiiiaf/,  i}r*6, 

•   •      •      • 
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I 
5 


1^ 

7 


3    II 
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6 

3 

5 

4| 
10 

3 

k 


9 

7 
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6 

9^ 
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8 

3 
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s      ft 
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1 
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8 

3 

9 

7 
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to»54l»  April  1781^ 


i*«i 


10^ 


From  5th  i 
to  5tlr  A| 


TOTAL*. 


AVdngt  Pk^odtM. 


«  •    ^r , 


f—  Tt  t9^Tf 

Ji  —  9£9?T9 

f«  8  8*o«5 

6  £  >86osS 

f«  <i  fl€ 

fS  i^i  5^^« 

Ij 

Prom  ^tb.April  178^ 
■0  sihApnliTBs. 

TOTALS. 
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r:«d«ce. 

£.          i-    ^ 

£■       '• 

J. 
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«47    10 
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.,      «4 

•5-i4 
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[ 
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1 
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9 

+1713 

>4      3i   * 
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53758*      6 

3375* 

4      7 

6 

__l7S6s     .8    10 

1J4199      t 

s 

1 74', 9 

it      t 

s 

■ 

._    '»5'  12      « 

7COII     It 

1 

7001 

7      * 

.  .    »'87    "    .7 

"467      3 

3 

»14(' 

>4     4 

« 

„.4S4'S_«      6  , 

369458    i3 
169311    Ij 

I 
1 

36945 
'*93S 

'I    '4 

& 

._.   JSi'.—     T 

3*765      * 

3 

3*76 

.»      7 

.,84848-  l- 

768944    17 

— 

7t894 

9      8t   t 

._»04'9    "      9, 
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11 
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.6      3 
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■ 
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,   9050    ■<> 

4 

.      90s 

« 

j 
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t 
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r 
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— 
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90J*6S      8 

1 

903*6 

16     oi   3 

9,690 

901500   — 

~.- 

.     90*50 

77  ~ 

] 


.pnli779 
il  1780. 
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From  5th  April 
to  5th  April  |7* 


iz 


4| 


I     3 

S  — 


Sl 


I 
I 
I 

1.. 

J; 


9J 


to 
9 


x8   8| 


ft 

n 


»5 
xo 

8 


xo 


mI 


16757 
10107 I 

20341 

3060% 

3x605 

16*75 

46836 

167098 

33664 
73103 


/. 
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-i 

x6 


9147)  10 

xo  — H 

73«o  xjj 
4032x3  —4 

56x671  — ! 
6505  — j 

31040^  — ^ 

■I  ■  I  > 


4609847  5" 


1 

I 

36400  — ^ 

4619 .  «! 
12000 

4847  X7 
981X   5 

47076  - 

49767   9 
62848  x6 

599      9 
X 13000 


TOTALS. 


1x9959 
862544 

«73955 
a65739 

292x51 
140719 
4*4585 
1435697 
•9OXX3 

723798 

176x44 

942623 

28632 

68948 

34*79^3 

5461781 

1096X I 

29x3231 
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18 
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»9 

12 

5 

It 

11 

x6 
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8 

1 

2 

7 

XI 

4i 

4 

H 
3 

xo 

6 

10 


Avenge  Produce* 


3  «o; 


43826553  


21995 
86254 

«7395 
26573 

292x5 

X407I 

4»45» 

«41569 
2901 1 
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176x4 

94262 

2863 

6894 

341796 

546178 

xo96t 

29x323 


xiif  4 


4f  6 


438*655  6  — 


365400  —  — 
1285087  xo  —J 

43911 

«»4334 

3i» 

47504 
98760 

431106 

3S0065 

687257 
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4 

1 

x6 
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9 
10 

6 

_♦* 

4i 
8i 
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36540  —  — 
128508   15  — 


439«   » 

»H33   8 

31   1 

4750  9 
9876  — 

43^KO  XI 

38006  JO 

68725  14 
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-  ft 

-i  6 

5I  * 

3 

ll   7 
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A.  iTJBi.  D   &  .  $   A   f   £    $.  :  129 

I 

An  jtccoum  oftht  Produce  ^  ihifeverai  Taxes  impofed  hj  ohj  Ait  ef  the 
lajl  Sipon  of  Parliament,  as  jar  as'  Ae  /Me  can  h  made  mf ;  diJUh" 
^uifinng  the  Produce  of  each  Tax. 

£•     I.   d» 

Received  on  die  duty  OQ  filk  and  lead,  1784        -  t3»44i  X2  4 

€m  paper  fince  nth  Day  of  Augufti  1 784  3,235  i  a  o 

on  candles  fince  ift  of  Auguft,  1784      ^  46,16$    2  6 

on  general  licenfes  fince  xoth  Sept.  1784  42,08a    o  o 

on  15!.  percent.'^ce  xith  Auguft,  1784  ifita    O  o 

en  linens  and  ftuffs  fince  ad  OAober,  1784  3,085    o  o 

<Mi  bricks  and  tiles  fince  ad  Sept.  1784     «  20^170    3  8f 

on  the  addit.  duty  on  hackney  coaches,  1 7  84  4^00  .0  o 

on  additional  ftamps  fince  lit  Sept.  1 784      x  13,41 1    O  o 

on  2,3001.  per  week  letter  money,  1 784  4S»7G0    o  6 


T 


^.291,109  ro    6j 

Afem^'iff 

Befides  the  abore  duties  for  payment  of 
annuities  granted  in  the  year  1 784, .  t^  . 
duty  on  coffee  has  produced         .     "    •      232    a    6 


JOHN   HUGHSON. 

Sxcbeqner,  the  i  $ih  dsLj 

of  April,  i^Ss*  * 


{^OATH    PlttTA|N« 

An  Account  of  the  fever al  Taxes  impofed  Ufi  Selthn  of  Partiaimmt^  from 
their  refpeSive  Commencements,  to  we  Sjtb  of  ^anxarj,  1785,-  wmcb  is 
as  far  as  the  Returns  are  come  in  ;  dthinpiijhingwe  Produce  of  each 
Tax :  As  ordered  by  the  Vfites  of  the  nonmr^lelSe^e  ofComm$nSf  ef 
tub  of  April,   1785. 

'    TAXES.  ^""  tISi?**       T^Ul  Prodace. 

f^*  $•       dm 

Wafli  from  malted  com,  Ice*        .  1784*  Nov.  xft.  x  ^^c%    ail 

Ditto  from  melafles          ^          *           .  *   ■'  ■  237    16  llf 

Hum  im^rted  frooKthe  Briti^ 

phntations,  al4s.  8d#,    -   -  •          -  Sept.  »ft.  fl,a«7  IJ    • 

Additiood  duty  on  candles        -  Aug.  xft»      tt^So    o  Kit 

V0L.XVIIL  S  e  rr-   j^.^^^ 


A.  i7€5. 


/  D    E,  B    ATE  ^ 


13X 


All  wines  '  imported,    X745, 
^763, 1778,  and  1780      • 
18L  per  cent,  on  muflixis 
Cambricks  and  fogar,  1776 
Cai^vas  an<i  laWR,  1767  • 
liubfidy,   31  July   17x2  and 

1714        ... 
Drillings   and  broad 


1767 


on 


Ad4itional     impoHilons 
goods,  31  July,  1716 
5I.  pn-  cent*  1770  and  1782 
2-3ds  fubfidy,  8  March,  17x1 
Brandy,  29  Scupteinlier,  1736 
Goods  exported,  8  Mfin  1710 
Coals,  8  March,    r7XO,'  29th 

Segt.  171%/ 7 14.  y  1*  1757 
Coals  and  Eaft  India  goods, 

1765         ;         .  . 

id.  per  ell  on  foreign  lail  cloth, 

1715^  .  -    . 

4^  per  cent,  plantation  duty,' 

1715 

Coi^iage  duty.on  wii^ 

Ditto  oh  fpirits 

Spices  and  pictures  ^  - 

Addi*  fpices  ai(d  white  callicoes 

Sugat  8,  kc.  29  Sept*   1 764 

Melafles,  6cc»  X766 

Apples  unpiTrted 

Candle%  17x1  and  1715 

Sop<^  tplutn^   17x2 

Additionau:  fope,    paper,   and 

other,  duties^  2d  Aug.  X7ijf. 
EouiQe^ed  duties,  X715 
Hides,  .24tlxjune,   1711 
Additional  l)idcs,  flarch|  and 

dy-ugSi  xojuxie,  17x2    *    *- 
Glafs  imported,  5  July,  27 77 
Rice  exfor.ted|  X773,     "*       ' 
IVhale  fini         -         -\ 
C/Jais,  p^^r^&c  20  Nov«  X767 


61,223       4.  «^ 

75t58o  .3    7 

• 

9»8,i3    8 

a,4Si  14    8i 

420    0     X 

34,57*  »S  lof 

7ii735  4C  "i 

^   2,026    6    9 

8*000    0    0 

16,762  It    7I  V 
62,688    3    7I   * 
25,411    9    5' 
5,037  xa  JO 
12,579x8    9 

• 

60,938    7    itfj 

144,176  12    8t 

44.005    8    5t 

3,222    10      84 

14*341    a  1  li 

115,40010  i{ 

131,310  18    61 

,  4*693  «8    3 

5,47 »    6    2| 

:      83-9 

47  »4    9 

»»099  »3    ii. 
1,680    I.   8i 

504  17  10;' 

• 

4,960*  6    7 

M9a    7    4 
4a    0    4 

»7    7    4i 

2,488    8    7 

3x0  x8    9 

21  18    0 

I,2a6  ic    5 
780  10  19 

689 

2      2      Q 

D  X8    4 

3    4    4* 
too    0    0 

'.      3.^510;. 

092 
370    0    6 
x6  X3    x{ 

4  16    a 
18    9    7i 

>8  17     I 
15    »    4 

• 

Sa 

• 

6  t6   « 

FinM 

ines  and  forfeitiirM 
Ut  and  l«ad,  1784 
ridu  »od  tijes,   1784 


PARtlAMENrARY 


£,    .   1.    4. 

i5t    7    2* 

'■     3    8J 


U 


)C-9"»a?7    t    3t    tieg3»'»4    » 


EXCISE. 

)  yean  exctfe 

andles,  iiii,ip^'viS^j94 

op*.  .'7'i    ,  *    ; .  ' 

>pe,  paper,  and  other  dutws, 

loth  Jnne,   1712  and  1714 
nditiofial  fope,   jjSa 
riUflifpirits,i736,;743,I746, 

1751,1760,  ijb^iinA-rfSo 
awwinci,  1736,  1743,  1746, 

1^51,1760,  1762,  and  1780 
■andy,  1736,  1760  and  1766, 

I76aanji78p 
.  per  csnt.  on  foveral  datiei, 
and  15K  per  cent,  onmah, 
5th  April,  1779        -     _  - 
.  per  cent,  on  feveral  dnUet, 

1780,  »  78 1  and  1782 
ienfervants,  1781    _  - 
I.  Additional  fxcife  per  annui^ 
tie*,  1706         _        -        - 
ateiicenfe*,  1758       -        f 
jachei,  1747,  I776,andi782 
Idlt.  3s.  per  barrel  on  a]^l76l 
iblebeer,  178a        r 
uAions,   1777         - 
;tlit  of^d.  perBank  *' 

Jth<  of  ditto 
.  additional  excife    *         ? 

eets,  1737  and  ijto 


LI. 


del,  24tb  jone,  tfii  ini 
1712        _  -  - 

ireandAarcb,  io}ane,i7i2 
Uitioiul  ftarcb,  1760      - 


ia7,84i 
29,022 

■    IjtOJ 

ii6(4S»  10 


:  30,185   o   o        »!t,48?    o 


SVoj 

0 

0 

12.IJ9 

0 

Q 

3*73« 

0 

0 

Zy22I 

0 

^ 

43.>6» 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

?.??. 

0 

'7 

0 

i 

'itfi 

X 

11 

0 

0 

.9i» 

0 

0 

48,260 

0 

0 

6.S?i 

0 

Q 

V>S* 

0 

tf 

3}l36c>  o 

!3.y4  o 

a'%841  o 

86,3^  o 

5,Sii  o 

,P  'I 

9,26^  o 


S.MS 


A.  178$. 


D   E.  r  A'  T.  E  /S. 


Cofte,  1724:  ^  ^ 

Old  and  new  cocoa  nvts,  198 1 
Tea,  24th  June,  1745  * 

Tealictnfesr  1780  s  -  -  t 
X^icenfes  for  retailing  fplrita* 
ous  liquors,  1743  and  1 752 
Glafe,  ithjoly,  1777  -  - 
Addit*  malt,  1760  and  1780 
Cyder,  Jth  Jaly,  1766 
Hereditary  and  temporary  exr 
cife,  25th  Odlober,   1760  : 

,7001.  per  week  oxcife . 

general  licenfes,   1784 
Lindns  and  ftufFs,  2d  OSt.  1 7  84 
Bricks  ^  tiles,  1784 
Paper,  &c,  iithAnj^,  r784 


« 


2,448        0-0 

678    o    o 

^331887  18  J 

.    2,942    o-  o 


.  ax,257 
^9^675 

105,321 
2,108 


o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 


30,232  ^lo   9 
48, 100    p    p 


■TT 


-^ 


^«S3 

{»•      '•    ^ 
2^6  ti    d 

C546  ify    <» 

3,516    o    '^ 

2c,744    o    o 

tt,4S5    O    9 
I46»t%2    o    P 

1,071  '  6    o 

48,100    o   p 

30,021    o^  o 

148    O    P 

8,739    ^  ^ 
109  ^o   p 

III  »  mti  It 


if.  1,090,531    a    7     1,039,997  la    S 


iMaM*«BMto«a«l 


S    T    A    MP    & 

Pamphlets  and  ftampt  papers 
Stamps  per  Hanaper  office  1 747 
Paper   and    parchment,    31ft 
:    July,   1710  ^. 

Paper,  cards  and  dice,  24th 
.  Jgne^  1711  -  v  -  ? 
Additional  cards  and  dice,  1 5th 

April,  .1756      -       •        -. 
Ditto  1776.-     •      .- 
idditional  almanacks,  1781 
Policies  of  infurance,  io  Juaa^ 

1712  -  -  -  - 
Mditionftl  ditto,  x  Tone^  X765* 
Apprentice  duty,  iMay,  i7i  c 
Maiiccnfesiince  Eaftor  1756 
Additional  ftamps  on  paper 
andpaiditaient,  5th  July,  1 757 
^o.  I'M  .  . 
Do*  170a  *  -  • 
>0b  Ij6j         -         -         *? 


J.  J.  d. 

9.339  0   0 
793  0  0 

£.      u  JL 

7,8 JO  0  0 

782  0  0 

7,396  0  0 

7,824  0  0 

4*563  0  0 

^9ia  0  « 

2,040   0   0 

666  0  0 

1,892   P   0 

»i8a  0  p 
926  0  p 

'1,83a  0  0 

21$  6  0 

1,087  0  P 

17,061  .  0  0 

405  p  p 

9«>  0  P 

i7»o^o  P  0 

aa,339  P    ^ 
2,032  0  p 

6p  0  0 

131  0  ^ 

• 

ai«^77  ^  0 

t»93t  0  p 

145  p  p 

aSa  p  ^  p 

Do. 

o  0 

O  0 

O  0 

O  0 

O  0 

O  0 

O  0 

O  3 

O  0 


A.  1785. 


DEBATES. 


<3S 


IS.  deduAion  00  fthrie^y  &c. 

1758  -   .      - 

Letter  money,  1760 
Firft  fruits  of  the  clergy 
Tenths  of  ditto 
Men  fervantSy  1777  (arrears) 
Houfes  and  windows,  x  747,D^ 
Ditto  1758,  ditto 
Windows,  X762,  ditto 
Houfes  and  windows,  1766 
Houfes,  1778 


25,1  x8  5  6 

35>ooo  o  o 

5,761  5  Hi 

200  o  o 

J«0  o  o 

300  o  o 

222,508  J  6  8 

37>888  o  3t 

372,964  8  ij 


XI)OI4  12     oi 

42,000    o  b 

5,640    6  II 

9>288  19  o 

^  17  6 

O  II     9 

6  to    4 '' 

106,362  iS  ixi 

359330    %  Iff* 


Total  of  cuftoms,  excife,  1     /.^ -o-     ^'  ^    r  * 

ftamps,  and  incidents  /   ^•^>S85i429  ^9    4    ^973«936o    2    9I 


«!■ 


Exchequer,  the  15th  day 
of  AfriJ,  I7t5« 


JOHN    HUGH6QN« 


«( 


<  , 


#  > 


J 


^                  PARLIAAIENTARS 

Ailjlj. 

ii  jfeeBUKt  »f  Ox  Hit  Product  of 
K  A'sft'Zfc)  «/  Jjril  1784 1 

aU  ih,  TtMsJrtm  OmJIma  A.  iih 

MifieitrChriJlmat 

£itfi784,  u^ 

,  '       Tnm    Chriltaiii    En 

From   t;bt«»  En 

■                                             CUSTOMS. 

.  "'<) 

.   "•* 

to  llh  Aici  .,St 

iojiliA|riIi,l|. 

^ 

C-       •■   i- 

£.       ,.  i 

•                                       iTiiKttnd  vinegars,  3  lit  Mr, 

1                                        ij*         -■•       -:         - 

)S.?49  »    S 
17,978  -8  ij   . 

^4,802  13   1 

'•haQCoawlvn»ganfiaceD°.. 

11,197    3  JO 

I                                           .ft  InJi.  gooJi  Jilto      ■-      .^ 

j<^373  16    2 

86,028  1  ji; 

1                                       5I.  per  ton  Prtnch  wines  im- 

1      1                                       \4^t.  fuMy  po  tontuge  and 
\                                                 'poundage,  25th  OSt.  1760 

2,«i8     7  lOj 

'3,886  18  , 

37,892    2    t 

92.525  "  9 

■^O'  amliLiuuiil~ftbuDT, ~  8ns ' 
'                                               March,  1706 

■3.435    S    7i 

26,568    9  0; 

MUtt.l»»da^    iRMlKfi. 

-747       - 

19,680    4    3i 
20,467    5    6i 

19,93°    ♦", 

61,508  II  !; 

1                                         >itto,  sfli  April,  I7S9 

inm  fenega,  14th  June,  1765 

and  1774 
'                                           aft  India  wrought  £lks,  jft 

IS    4    6 

119  13 10 

'                                             AuguA,  1716 

0  18    0 

5.005  7  1 

1                                                Lddit,  tobacco,   ill  January, 

i                                              ijBi            -            -        - 

t,66o  17    9} 

62.1  i 
105,126  10  1 

1                                               Tobacco  and  Tugars,    1781      - 
i                                               'obacco,  ihui^  and  brandy. 

21,533  16  loi 

!                                                  1782 

24,680  18    4i 

39,912   9  3 

Cotton  srool,  1780 

69    12     0 

retdigreafe,  14th  June,  1781 

25  17  » 

1                                          Va,  1782 

".537    2   i 

1                                          k^per  and  tai  fins 

1,873  '■    24 

10,888  19  i 

1                                          mported  wines,  1745 

10,487    7    6i 

j                                          )itto,  1763 
!                                          )itlo,  1778 

13,412  12    7i 
15,099    4    8i 
12,836  11    9; 

12,17a  19  1, 

■3.735  i8  ; 
9,287  n   6 

!                                      Wtto,  1780 

j                                          81.   per   cent,   on   muflins. 

i                                           31ft  Augult,  1783 

86,000    0  0 

^brics    and    fugats,     ift 

Aoguft,   1766        - 

945    «    4 

43"    4  ' 

i^anvasandlawns,  liLAugiiity.  '      ' 

1767          -         •           -  soa  4  a           6,655  14    5. 

fubfidy,  31ft  July,  1712    -  21,700  17  >d         .21,508     75^ 

)itto,  1714            -              -  21,700  17  «|      .  2i,5oS    7     5i 

)rillings .' and    broad    linens  -  ' 

25th  May,  1767       -        •  19a  16  ri 
kddft.  impofitions  ongood^ 

31ft  July,  1716        -         -  6,507  5  o          21,043  i3f    « 
L  per  cent,  on  goods,    xft 

April,  1779.       -            -  16,119  x8  II          41^854,    7    9 
Iddit.  5U  per  cent,  on  goods, 

5th  and  25th  Tnly,  1782  15,003  9  iif        40^937  H    4i 

-3dsfubfidy,8thMarch,  1711  12,2^0  16  8          48,189    8     j\ 

trandy,  29th  Sept.  1 736        -  1,429  2  61         16,842,5     4 
70ods  exported,  8th  March, 

1710          -           -         .  5,810  8  li          8,ai8    3    2 

;:oals,  8th  March,  1710       -  19,812  17  Bi         21,609    7     5; 

2oals,  29th  Sept.  1 7 10         -  27,412  6  3      •    SUSPi    2    8 

i^oals  exported,  2d  Atig.  1714  1,608  15  i            2,516    6     c 

^oals,  25th  March,  1719      •  16,141  6  4          19,462     2'  o 
Additional  coals  exportecl,  5th 

July»  1757          -           -  2,175  7  8           2,918    2    6. 
!oals  exported,  and  Eail  India 

goods,  xft  June,   1765       •  1,901  6  o            7,261   16    4} 
d.  per  ell  on  foreign  fail  cloth, 

29th  September,  17 15       -  42  3  3^               5^  ^2     3 

I  per  cent,  plantation  duty,  D^  33X27  19  ij-          4j500    o    o 

jiumeraced  duties,  ditto       -  626 

Coinage  duty  on  wines         -  x,oi2  6  2^           3>o86    4  lo^ 

)itto  on  fpirits        -            -  1,862  8  8            6,773    6    2 
pices  and  pictures,  24th  June, 

1714     .      .          .           -  8  3  4 
Additional  fpices   and   white 

callicoes,  ditto        -         -  20  17  8            '3293    6    7^ 

ugan,  &c.  29th  Sept.  1764  1,437  8  i^ 

lelafles,   &c.   xft  Nov.  1766  460  4  lOJ                         *      • 

Lpples  imported        -           -  258  17  o                  o  10    o- 

landles,  25th  March,  17x1  i  16  8                   9    7    5- 

)itto,   iftMay,  1715         -  1  16  8                 9    7    5 

)itto,    iftAugnft,  1784     - 020 

ope,    loth  June,  17x2       -  88  6  xo            2,003     i     r 
additional  iope,  paper,    and 

other  duties,  ad  Aug.  17x4  45  o  ^'           ifiot  12    i 

^oii.XVm.  T  Hides, 


1 


I.   i. 

Sa    3  * 

65  14  0 
o  11  0  i 
40    9  t  I 

00    0  0 

37  '9  =1 

32    a  6 

94    S  'j 


94    0  E 
94    0  c 

24      0    ! 


74  0  51 

58  0  SI 

33  0  °! 

36  0  Q! 
56  0  0 
}2  0  C' 

37  o  0 


>l 


si 

'9 
■9 


A.^iii' 


D    E  3    A    T.  E    S. 


»3> 


Dittos   iftjiily,  1751 
DitUh  2ift  Aprily  1760  -    • 
IhttQg  zi&  Jum^Tjy  176a    -* 
Dittos  30th  May,  1780 
5U  per  cent*  on  feveral  duties, 

an4  15L  per  cent*  on  mal^ 

.5th  April,  1779 

Addit*  5L  per  cent*  1 780       ^ 

IJittiv  1781        -        - 

Dittcv  178^ 

Men  fervants,  21ft  May,  1781 

General  licenfes,  1 1  Sept*  1784 
od.  additional  excife,  170&      - 
Pbce  licenTe^  5A  July,  1758 
OmcIi,  25thMare^.i747     - 
DittOy  5thjnly,  1776 
Ditto^  178a        .        -         - 
Additional  38*  per  barrel  on 
ale,  24th.J^uary,  1761    - 
Table  beer,  5th  July,  x  78a    • 
AM&iDnsy  ^th  Sept.  1777    « 
Paper,  nth  Auguft,  1784     - 
Linens andftufif,  ad  O^  1784 
Hereditary  and  temporary  ex- 
cife^ 2<th  Odober,  1760    <- 
2-7ths  of  od*  per  Bank  excife 
5-7tht  of  ditto      -        -        - 
3d*  addit.  excife,  25th  March^ 
1710  -  .  - 

Sweets,  25th  June,  1737 
Additionai  ditto,  1780 
Hides,  24th  June,  171Z 
Addit.  ditto,  loth  June,  1712 
Wire  and  ftarcb,  10  June,  17 12 
Addit*  fiarch,  6th  July,  1780 
Coffee,  24th  June,  1714 
Addit.  ditto,   5th  April,  7759 
Old  oocoa  nuts,  5  th  July,  1781 
Addit.  dittos  5th  July,    178 1 
Tea,  24tlijune,  174S    -      • 
Tealieenie^  1780 
Bricks  and  ctki^  2d  Sept*  1784 


.£• 

$• 

d. 

£'        i. 

if. 

6,993 
--25.37» 

0 

0 

6,058    0 

0 

0 

0 

2Zy4f>9       ^ 

0 

S>»64 

0 

0 

S*014    0 

0 

5,207 

0 

0 

S>t44    0 

0 

a9»07o 

0 

0 

2M95    9 

3 

4»S68 

0 

0. 

«»35«    0 

0 

a7>70i 

0 

0 

a3»332  '^ 

3 

28,«7 
4)««S 

0 

0 

22,912    2 

9 

0 

0 

4,663    0 

0 

-•-* 

-- 

8,491     ^ 

0 

41,970 

0 

0 

44,788    0 

0 

1,940 

17 

6 

1,320    0 

0 

«7,37S 

IS 

3 

18,644    0 

0 

4,352 

0 

0 

4,403    0 

0 

4,928 

0 

0 

Sy^SS    0 

0 

»39»3'6 

0 

0 

151,427    0 

0 

v\- 5,627 

0 

0 

S>8i5    6 

0 

' » 3.058 

0 

0 

1 2,020    0 

0 

*^— 

* 

3,126    0 

0     f\*9*9           ^ 

0 

« 

w 

2,937      0 

0 

>6,943 

7 

4 

67»907  »5 

11 

11,991 

2 

It 

12,796  It 

6 

29»977 

• 

17 

I 

31,99*     8 

6 

13,980 

0 

Q 

t4»920    0 

0 

i,75» 

0 

4 

a 

3.334    0 

0 

958 

0 

0- 

1,676    0 

0 

37.954 

8 

6 

38,9z»    0 

0 

22,619 

0 

0 

a«,i03    0 
0,985    0 

0 

8,002 

4 

6 

0 

7.593 
6,105 

0 
I 

0 
6 

%'SI 

0 

127 

0 

0 

1,066 

0 

0 

506 

0 

0 

131,030 

3 

2 

43,481          16 

0 

899 

0 

0 

i,58P    0 

0 

'■■ 

— 

• 

1 1,400     Q 

Q 

Ta 

iSJ. 

P« 

.  percent,  nth  Ai^ft  and 
■dOaober,i784     - 
ool.  per  week  excife 
eitfes  for  retailing  fpirituoua 
iquors,  25th  March,   1743 
ind  1752  .        -        - 

rfs,  5th  July,  1777 
djcmilt,  8th  Feb.  1760  - 
xo,  30th  May,  1780 
det,  5th  July,  1766 


PARLIAMENT  ART 


ji,8oo    o    0 


18,643  o  "3 

i7,8or  o  o 

24,756  o  o 

7,8ai  o  o 

604  o  o 


4.  it!; 


t,0)l     0    c 


19,190  0  1 

27,031:  0  ! 

12,268  O  ( 

5.500  O  f 

743  0  ' 


ApriU  1784    -     1  £-'»29»."0    3    6 

Total  ofexcifis  to  5th  Aprilf  1785     -    ;^.i,3i2,6iz    610 


STAMPS. 

nphlets  and  flamped  papers 

mps  per  Hanaper  office,  1 749 

XT   and   parchment,    31ft 

[uly,  1710        -        -        . 

ler,  cmls  and  dice,  24A 

une,  1711 

ditionalcarda  and  dice,  t5th 

Vpcil,'i7s5 

to,  5th  July,  1776 

nanacks,  24th  June,  1781 

iciesof  infurahce,  10  June, 

712  - 

lit.  ditto,  tftjane,  1765 

prendcedut  y,  I A  May,  1 7 1 5 

Ikenies,  1756 
litionalftaaipson  paperand 
ordunent,  5th  July,  1757 
to,  I7S9 

to,  1762  -  -  - 
to,  1765  -  -  - 
to,  1776 

to,   1771  -  -  - 

to,  2a  Augoft,  1779 
to,  ift  June,  1780 


10,685 
839 


3.084 

».93' 

339 

1.949 

1.02 1 
1,171 
7.25! 

18,267 
2,516 
81 
■77 
1S.414 
12,^22 
'.393 
3,241 


£.  ,.i 

11,1  c8  0  0 

900  o  a 

i5»526  o  c 

4.978  o  c 

3»»75  o  = 

3,079  o  i 

413  o  c 


678  0  c 

1,252  o  c 

15.389  o  ' 

21,744  o  c 

3,107  0  c 

147  o  e 

321  O  i 

18,182  O  0 

15,230  O  0 

9,376  O  0 

5*942  00 


L-^78S» 


D    E    B    A   T    E    8. 


1*1 


ijldit.  podicieif  ift  Aug.  1782 
Uldi^  cairiageS}  ift  Aug,  1783 
Lddit.   ftamps  on  paper  an^ 
^archcnent, .  and  billt  of  ex-^ 

change,  ift  Aug.    ift  Sept. 

ift  0&.  and  ift  Not.  V}9z 
Uditional  fiamp  duties,    lit 

and  29th  Sept.  ift  Oa.anA 

ift  Dec.  1784 

^oft  borfes,  ift  Aug^ft^  i)8a 

Lddit*  paper  and  pacchnifinty 
,„,        ....       . 

'aper  per  lottery,  17 14  ,  • 
Vine  licenfes,  5th  July,  1757 
Aoeofes  for  feUipg  lottery 
tickets,  A'^  1782  -  - 
)itto^  1783  -  -  - 
ttamps  per  Bank 


I.        s.    d. 

4   '•  -^ 

24,093  0  0  . 

2a,68t  0  0 

8,77a  0  0 

37,521    o    o         74*287    o   o 


24,580   o    o 


X I9O32  o 
5>SW  o 
31833    <» 

290  17 
500    o 


o 
o 

o 

o 
o 


Totalofthcftamstol       r^^^  .^,  ,^     . 
to  5th  April,  1 7B4/     A-aaM^i  17    4 


9*»7«o 
34i05a 

12,725 
7,6«9 

3»573 


•**i 


o 
o 

o 
o 
o 


o 

o 

o 
o 
o 


6^000    o   o 


Totad  of  the  ftampt  to  th«  5th  April,  1 785    ^.  390,336    o   o 


INCIDENTS. 

alt,  5th  April,  1759 
)itto,  lOthMay,  1780 
>itto,  aadjune^  1782 
odL  per  wraL  letter  tnbney  • 
^30oL  per  week  letter  money, 

^tter  money,  25th  0£l.  1760 
eizures,  ditto 

roifos,  ditto  -         ''- 

lompofitions,  ditto 
ines  and  forfeitures,  ditto    • 
.ent  of  a  light-houfe,  ditto    - 
mes  of  leates,  ditto 
Hum  mines,  ditto      ^ 
[awkers  and    pedlars,    23d 
June,  1710 


I' 

X. 

d. 

.^' 

u 

JL 

S3.47« 
13*308 

3 

0 

67,314 

13 

n 

0 

oj 

16,^28 

12 

If 

«3»48S 

18 

6i 

17,039 

9 

K 

9,800 

0 

0 

10,500 

Q 

0 

— - 

■ 

34»5oo 

C 

0 

44*000 

0 

0 

43»ooo 

0 

0 

3,28a 

18 

0 

1,191 

1 

95 

16 

II 

2 

2t 

12 

2 

5 

10 

0 

1 

0 

0 

346 

II 

41 

6 

13 

4 

2,813 

0 

0 

1,224 

c 

0 

•• 

480 

• 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

748 

14 

1 

7 

Hacknrf 

Md 
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Hadcney  coaches,  1711 
IMtto,  1784 
■  61.  per  libi.  on  penliont,  24th 

June,   1 72 1 
It.  dedu£t  on  falaries>  &c.  5th 

April,  1758. 
Men  fervants,  5th  July,  1777 

(arrears) 
Houfei    and  windows,     leth 

Oa»ber,  1766 
Houfet,  5th  April,  1778      - 


£■ 
2.500 


17,400    o    o 
lOyOOO     p     o- 

770 

69,57$    6  ii| 


22,938 


A.  17 

6,909  15 
3,000    o 

16,800    o 

19,284  16 


103,774    6 
3M79  '3 


Total  of  incidents  to 
jtb  A^ril,  1784 


}   )C- 263,419  3  »o 


Total  of  incidents  to  jth  April,  1785 

Total  of  CHftoms,  excife,.. 

Aampi,  and  incidents,  |  ^.2»i98,oa6     5 
to  5th  April,  1784     -  J 


l'3r3>^7  if>  ' 


Total  of  cuftoms,  excifc,  ibmps,  and!    ^     ^,,  «  . 

incidents,  to  5th  April,  17B4    -    J  l-3''^'^5S  '* 


Escheqocr,  the  ijthdaj 
of  Aiiril,  17I5. 


JpHK.-HUGHSOf 


Jin  ^eteunt  of  the  UaPrsdtKtaf  til  the  Taxes,  fitnChrifimatEviil^ 
IS  lit  yhef  January  1784;  fitting  and diJlin^Mi/hing  the  Total)  ff/'^l 
tomsy  EMciJif  StamfSy  and  Incidetits, 


Totali  of  Cuftoms 
£xcUe 
Stamps 
Incidents 

Exchniuer,  the  iStb  diy 
•£  April,  1785. 


13,913  iS    6 
8;>174    3    « 
1 1,470    o    o 
15,996  18    4i       /. 
-> 1*! 


•Si^ 


JOHN   HUGHSOK 


A.  178$.  .DEBATED        ,  142 

jfn  Account  of  the  Net  Produce  of  all  the  I'axeSyfrom  Chrijfnias  E;ue  1784, 
to  the  cjA  of  January  1785  ijiaiing  and  dijlingul/hing  the  Totals  ofCuf- 
tomsy  ixciji,  Stamps,  and  Incidents. 

£•         J.     d. 

Totals  of'Cnffoms  *       -  158,^29    13 

•     Exdfe  -           -  166,511  II     9 

Stamps  -          -  S^>6o4    o    o 

IncidentJ  -         -  5*5927  19  "i        £*       J.    J. 


Exchequer,  the  18th  day 
of  April,  I7*5«- 


439^672  IZ  Hi 
JOHN   HUGHSON. 


jSn  Account  of  the  JJet  Produce  of  all  the  Taxesyfrom  the  2$th  of  March 
1784,  to  the  ah  o/*^r/7  iji^; gating  and  dtflingui/hing  the  Totals 
of  Cujiomiy  ixcifey  Stamps^  and  Incidents. 

TotaU  of  Cuftoms       -       -       34»i54    ^  "f 
Excife        -  -      106,540    o    o 

Stamps       -         -       21,098    o    o 
Incidents.      t        -        35>373  12    6f       £.        s.    d. 

197* 165  14    6 

JOHN   HUGHSON. 


Exchequer,  the  18th  da j 
of  April,  1785. 


jtn  Jccoum  if  the  Nu  Pr^ce  of  all  the  Taxes,  from  the  2$th  of  March 
iJ^S^^^^^S^^  ?f^i^^^  ^I^S*^^^^!  ^^  »ifti»itijhing  the  Totals 
^Cufkmsy  Excife^  Stamps,  iwd  Incidents. 

£.  s.  -d. 

Totals  of  Cuftoms    ,    •       -      110,744  19  5i 

EKcife       -  -      118,509  15  I 

Stamps        -  -        39>400  o  o 

Incidcats        -       -        64^653  8  oj        £.         s.    d. 


Ezcbefuer,  the  28th  day 
'  .  of  Aj>rn,  1785* 


333»3o8    a    7 

JOHN   HUGHSON. 

Mr. 


i4*  PARLIAMENTARV         A:  178^ 

Friday^  Afril  29* 

!lir.  ^0K4  Mr.  J^MT  rofe  to  make  a  motion  on  the  ftate  of  the  public 
revenue»  and  to  call  the  aiUention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  cal« 
culations  and  fuppofitions  which  w.ere  made  by  the  right 
honourable  Mr.  Pitt. 

He  prefaced  his  motion  with  faying,  that  whatever  dif* 
ferences  there  might  be  in  that  Houfe  upon  queftions  of  a 
political  nature,  and  in  fpeculative  opinions,  there  was  no 
difference  with  refpe£k  to  the  propriety  and  neceiSty  of  fiip- 
porttng  the  public  credits.  The  Houfe  had  in  all  adminiftn- 
tions  been  uniform  in  maintaining  the  ciedit  which  had  been 
fo  ufeful  to  us  in  our  difficulties,  and  in  countenancing  every 
meafure  which  tended  to  the  advancement  of  our  revenue,  or 
the  lecurity  of  the  national  creditor.  It  would  not,  there- 
fore, be  imputed  to  him,  that  h^  rofe  this  day  to  agitate  the 
Houfe  on  the  fubjed  from  motives  of  faAion,  or  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  exciting  alarms  in  the  countrv.  In  what  he  ihould 
fay,  he  would  give  occafion  to  no  (uch  charge.  It  was  his 
£rft  and  moft  earneft  defire  to  fee  tlie  revenues  of  this  country 
rendered  fo  indubitably  equal  to  our  neceffities,  that  neither 
cavil  nor  ingenuity  mould  be  able  to  excite  terrors  in  the 
bteafts  of  thofe  who  had  lent  their  money  on  the  faith  of 
Government ;  and  he  did  not  believe  there  was  an  individual 
in  the  Houft  of  different,  fentiments* 

There  had  been,  he  faid,  a  good  d(eal  of  converfation  at 
different  times  on  the  Sinking  rund,  and  on  the  propriety  of 
applying  it  to  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate — ^Without  entc^ring  at 
att  into  th^qaeftion,  whether  it  was  wife  in  all  poflible  cafes 
fo  to  apply  it ;  or  whether  the  public,  might  not  be  more  be- 
nefited by  its  appropriation  occafionally  to  other  purpofes,  he 
would  not  fay — lliis  was  certain,  that  though  it  had  been 
applied  occafionally  to  make  up  for  the  year  the  deficiencies 
of  any  tax  which  might  have  failed  of  producing  what  it  was 
calculated  to  produce,  or  to  anfwer  any  fudden  and  unfi>re- 
feen  emergency,  it  never  was  yet  taken  and  applied  to  the  per- 
manent payment  of  the  annuity  of  any  fum  which  we  have 
had  occafion  to  borrow;  to  this  length  we  never  vet  had  gone; 
the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  had  always  providea  by  taxes  a 
permanent  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  national  creoitor ;  and 
the  produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund  was  only  held  out  as  an 
additional  fecurity  to  them,  that  in  cafe  thoie  taxes  fhpuld 
fail,  their  annuities  would  fUll  be  regularly  paid*  T|h^' right 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  finances,  Had  laid 
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Tome  Aajs  ago^  that  by  the  late  produ&ion  of  the  ta^s  we 
liad  confidence  diat  the  revenues  of  this  country  would  an- 
lually  produce  the  fum  of  fifteen  millions  and  a  half,  which 
:onftantly  would  leave  a  furptus  of  one  million  to  be  applied 
:o  the  extihdtion  of  the  national  debt.  He  would  not  be  con- 
fident in  the  precife  words  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
ileman  made  ufe  of  in  dating  this  fa£t;  but  furely  this  was 
:he  reiult,  and  which  his  friends  had  adopted,  with  the  moft 
anguine  difpofitioh. 

He  was  by  no  means  pl^fed  that  the  ftate  which  he^ifliould 
rive  of  the  accounts  did  not  warrant  the  conclufion  which 
lie  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  drawn  from  them.  He 
)y  no  means  wi(hed  that  his  ftate  of  the  public  revenue 
liould  turn  out  to  be  the  true  ftate,  in  contradi6tioa  to  that 
jf  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  but  the  Hotife  muft  not 
irgue,  that  becaufe  he  went  into  thefe  difcuffions  for  the  pur- 
)ofe  of  fliewing  them  that  the  conclufions  which  had  been  ' 
Irawn  from  them  were  not  well  founded,  that  therefore  he 
«ras  anxious  to  ^fk&.  the  public  credit,  and  to  lower  the  ftate 
)f  the  funds. .  He  was  a£tuated  by  no  fuch  motive.  It  was 
lis  opinion,  that  the  true  and  only  foundation  on  which  the 
:redit  of  this  country  could  be  maintained,  was  in  the  publicity 
md  cleamefsof  our  accounts;  it  was  in  the  evident  determina^* 
ion  of  Parliament  at  all  times  to  look  their  fituation  in  the 
ace,  and  neither  to  deceive  themfelves,  nor  to  deceive  others 
9vith  faQacidus  flatements,  which  could  only  ferve  interefted 
)urpofes  for  a  moment,  while  they  might  produce  lafting  and^ 
Ireadful  confequenccs  to  the  country.  PerfeSly  to  defpond 
vas  as  injunous  as  to  be  too  (anguine.  Defpondency  would 
leprefs  the  genius,  enterprife,  and  energy  of  the  country  : 
uid  again,  to  be  too  fanguine  in  our  expe^ations,  would  pre- 
sent us  from  taking  thofe  meafures  which  might  be  neceftary 
o  our  deliverance.  Apprehending  that  the  ftate  of  our' 
inances  was  very  different  from  that  which  the  right  honour-* 
ible  gentleman  nad  held  out,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  though 
)ur  circumftances  were  bad,  they  gave  no  reafon  for  de- 
pondency;  they  were  yet  to  be  retrieved;  but  they  were 
)nly  to  be  retrieved  by  our  chearfuUy  fubmittiiig  to  new  and 
:o  heavy  burdens.  This,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
:ountry,  was  undoubtedly  a  melancholy  profpedl ;  but  he 
lad  too  much  confidence  in  the  good  fenfe  of  the  people,  and 
n  the  wifdom  of  Parliament,  to  believe,  that  when  the 
lecef&ty  was  made  apparent  for  new  burdens,  the  one  would 
either  hefitate  to  impof^  or  the  other  to  bear  them. 
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Hewatafrarda  thatin  whathe  Ihould  bare  1;o  ftat&to  the 
Hoiife,  he  ioould  make  the  heceility  iot  new  bu'rdbiit  too  ap- 
parent. The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  laid  before  the 
Houle  a  paper  to  fliew  thecomuarativeproducpof  thetaics 
of  thequarterentliriE  tlie5thof  April,  1784,  and  bf  the  quar- 
ter enine  the  5th  of  Aprilj  1785.  Fiam.the  amonnt  of  the 
latter  he  had  argued,  that  tlie  produce  of  all  the  taxes  for  the 
year  would  leave  a  furjjlus.of  ond  million  above  the  pavment 
of  all  the  annuities  andelVablimmentsof  the  year.  It  had  ^ 
ready  been  Aated  to  the  Houfe,  that  to  draw  this  conclulwn 
from  this,particular  quarter  would  be  fajlacioiis,  for  tjat  iht 
quarter  coiififleJ  of  eleven  dnys  mote  than  either  of  the  other 
three.  The  quarter  in  general  was  ninety-ooe  days  and  1 
fraction ;  but  this  quarter  was  one  hundred  and  two  days  io 
length.  The  amount  of  the  taxes  for  this  long  quatter  waj, 
by  the  account  produced,  3,066^0001.  which  multiplied  by 
four,  undoubtedly  made  tlie  produce  of  the  taxes  for  tk 
whole  year  12,260,000!.  He  avoided  fractions  to. raaLe  the 
matter  more  readily  intelligible.  The  eleven  days,,  Ifparevo, 
which  were  to  he  taken  from  this  quarter  made  the  amount 
very  different.  On  an  average  the  amount  of  the  taxes  wjs 
about  30,0001,  per  day,  whidi  for  the  eleven  days  amounteJ 
to  330,0001.  and  this  multiplied  by  four,  made  the  fvnn  of  V- 
i»300,ooqI.  which  was  to  be  taken  from  tlie  calculation  of  the  I 
right  honourable  gentleman.  This,  therefore,  re^ixred  the  1 
annual  produce  ot  the  permanent  annuities  to  ii,ooc^oooL  I 
Add  to  this  2,500,0001.  for  the  amount  of  the  land.aod  nul*.,  I 
and  the  whole  was  only  thirteen  millions  and  a  half,  wbich  I 
was  two  milHona  Ihort  of  the  calculatiou  of  the  right  ho-K 
nourable  gentleman. 

It  was  not  a  fair  nor  a  true  way  of  flating  tlie  tax£s,  by 
taking  the  amount  of  a  quarter  as  a  fourth  ot  the  year.      Tfc: 
quarters  fometimes  varied  exceedingly;  and  argaing  in  ibi. 
way,  from  this  iiarticubr  quarter,  was  liable  to  much  fallacy. 
He  lud  it  not  in  his  power  to.  argue  by  comparjfons  of.  all  tn; 
quarters  for  any  given  nunibtr  of  yi-.irs;  hut  haviiig    an  ac- 
count in  his  hand  of  the  amount  of  the  cuftoms  £1:  elevei 
■j^ei-ts,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  unfairto  argue  by.  analog  1 
trom  them,  and  to  fee  how  treadierous  it  would  be  to  decii  \ 
on  the  amount  of  the  cuftoms  for  a  year  by  ajiy  one  quarte:.  \ 
In  comparing  the  Icveral  years,. he  would  natura-lly  pafs  o\-t:  1 
the  lall  year,  as  by  the  poftponement  of  the  cuftoxns  due  bv ; 
the  Eall -India  Company,  that  year  could  not  be  fet  ixi  com- 
parifon  fo  as  to  give  any  fair  eftimate  of  the  public  revenue. 
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otal  pf  the  cuftoms.for  ^ lie  quarter  ending  the  5th  of 
laft,  was  yyOjQOol.  To  argue  that  this  was  a  proof 
he  other  three  quarters  wouJd  be  equally  produftive, 
s  afraid  would  be  very  fallacious,  and  would  not  be 
out  by  the  experience  of  former  years.  It  was  a  fadt, 
rheriever  the  fpring  quarter  was  high,  the  fummer  quar- 
11  ofFi  and  whenever  it  was  low  the  fummer  quarters 
up  fpr  the  deficiencies.  The  years  1778  and  1779 
ted  inftapces  like  the  prefent  year  of  high  fpring  quar- 
iii  the  pne,  the  cuftoms  amounted  to  708,000!.  and 
other  to  715,000].  apd  yet  it  fo  happened  that  thefe 
ears  were  the  loweft  of  all  the  eleven  years,  for  which 
ccount  on  the  table  was  made  up.  Was  it  therefore 
lable  to  infer,  from  the  high  ampunt  of  the  cuftoms  in 
uartpr,  thaf  ^he  amount  of  the  year  would  be  equally 
jportionably  high  ? 

t  in  this  particular  quarter  on  which  the  right  honour- 
gentleman  had  calculated  in  fo  fanguine  a  manner,  there 
feveral  articles  which  ftruck  him  in  a  very  forcible 
ler  as  heing  charged  too  high  —  Eaft  India  goods,  for 
ice>  were  ftaped  in  this  quarter  to  have  produced  86,oooI. 
1  fo  much  above  what  they  had  ever  pjoduced  in  a  for- 
^uarter,  tliat  he  knew  not  how  to  take  that'as  a  fourth 
e  prodiice  of  this  article  for  the  year.  The  average  pro- 
of this  article  for  the  laft  eleven  years  was  but  i20,oooI. 
ir;  and  the  quarter  ending  the  5th  of  April  1784^  had 
aced  but  io,oool.  On  fuch  experience,  it  was  impoffi- 
iiat  he  could  fet  down  this  article  at  340,0001.  for  the 
There  muft  have  been  in  the  payments  made  this 
ter,  fome  arrearages  paid  up,'  or  fome  extraordinary  cir- 
ftances  which  would  not  enter  into  the  other  quarters, 
which  therefore  it  would  be  unfair  to  calculate  upon  in 
ftatemeat* 

nether  article  ftruck  him  as  curious  —  the  duty  of  eigh- 
and  a  half  per  cent,  on  muflins  was  ftated  to  produce 
tool,  in  this  quarter;  this  was  as  much  as  the  duty  hid 
uced  for  the  whole  of  the  laft  year.  The  excife  duties 
:h  were  paid  into  the  Exchequer  at  the  rate  of  350,000!. 
week  made  another  very  material  inaccuracy  in  tliis  ac- 
it;  for,  by  the  addition  of  the  eleven  days  in  this  quar- 
the  excife  duties  were  paid  for  fifteen  weeks.  So  that 
(lis  was  to  be  taken  as  a  fourth  of  the  year,  the  year  muft 
Gft  of  fixty  weeks  inftead  of  fifty-two. 
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The  ftamp  duties  which  had  been  impofed  by  his  noble 
friend  (Lord  John  Cavendiih)  were  ftated  to  have  produced 
in  this  quarter  96,000!.  a  fum  which  very  much  aftoniftied, 
and  which,  if  it  were  true,  would  very  much  pleafe  him. 
He  was  afraid,  however,  there  was-  no  truth  in  this  ftate- 
ment.     The  whole  produce  of  thefe  duties,  which  undoubt- 
edly had  fallen  ihort  of  their  calculation,  had  never   yet 
amounted  to  much  above  ipo,oool.  a  year.   To  ftate,  there- 
fore, that  they  had  produced  96,0001.  in  one  quarter,  was 
a  thing  for  which  he  could  not  account  however  he  mi^ht 
wifh  that  the  faft  were  fo.     The  additional  ftamps  which 
•    had  been  laid  fmce  that  time,  were  ftated  alfo  at  96,000]. 
This  would  give  on  each  of  thefe  articles  an  annual  pro- 
duce of  380,0001. }  and  he  called  upon  gentlemen  to  fay, 
whether  they  eiq^dled  fuch  a  fum,  or  any  thing  like  it,  from 
thefe  duties  ?  Befides  this,  there  was  to  be  mentioned  other 
charges,  which  were  evidently  inaccurate  —  the  deduAion 
from  falaries,  the  compofition  of  the  Bank  for  the  whole  of 
the  ftamp  duties  on  notes  was  i2,cool.  a  year,  and  yet  in 
this  quarter  6000I.  of  that  fum  was  taken,  and  which  there- 
fore could  not  be  multiplied  by  four. 

It  was  impoffible  that  he  coilld  fpeak  on  thefe  points  with 
the  authority  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  becaufe  he 
had  not  the  information.  He  conceived  thefe  things  to  be 
purious  and  unaccountable,  and  he  trufted  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  explain  them  to  the  Houfe,  in 
ifupport  of  the  reafoning  and  conclufions  which  he  had  drawn 
from  this  quarter.  Th^fe  articles,  which  he  had  enumerated, 
would  amount,  in  the  calculation  for  the  whole  of  the  year, 
to  upwards  of  150,0001.  but  he  underftood  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  faid,  in  his  ftatement  of  this  quar- 
ter, that  there  was  one  fum  of  1 25,0001.  to  be  |dedu£ted,  and 
that  there  was  ioo,oool.  to  arife  in  another  quarter,  which 
\yas  not  in  this.  Not  knowing  precifely  in  the  prefent  flage 
what  were  the  articles  on  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  faid,  that  thefe  dedudions  wer6  to  be  made,  he  would 
not  infift  fo  particularly  on  the  particular  obje£):ions  as  on 
the  great  objeftion  to  the  eleven  days  in  this  quarter  which 
were  aot  in  the  others;  and  upon  this  hj  ftill  contended, 
there  was  a  dedudbion  to  be  made  of  1,309,0901.  from  the 
calculation  for  the  year. 

Another  way  had  been  taken  in  ftating  this  bufinefs  —  in- 
ftcad  of  multiplying  tliis  quarter  by  four,  the  two  winter 

>  Quarters 
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;rs  were  taken  together  and  multiplied  by  two.    He  • 
ived  this  alfo  to  be  fallacious,  though  not  perhaps  fo 
oyi  as  the  other.   He  muft  reafon  on  this  alfo  from  the 
nt  of  the  cuftoms  on  the  table.    In  that  account  he 

that  the  average  of  ten  years  was  about  74,000!.  in 
r  of  the  fummer  quarters;  and  here  it  was  to-be  obferv- 
lat  taking  it  in  this  way,  there  was  a  difference  of  five 
in  the  calculation.  The  winter  quarters  included  from 
Dtli  of  Oftober  to  the  5th  of  April ;  but  one  thing  par- 
tly deferved  the  notice  of  the  Houfe,  and  that  was,  that 
e  account  of  the  cuftoms  on  the  table,  it  appeared^  that 
ever  the  fpring  quarter  exceeded  700,0001.  the  fummer 
ers  were  proportionably  low.  But  admitting  this  mode 
iting  the  account^  and  multiplying  the  two  laft  quar- 
)j  two,  to  give  the  probable  produ£lion  of  the  prefent 

the  amount  would  be  but  1 1,400,0001.  which  would 
eave  a  deficiency  of  1,650,000!.  of  the  fifteen  millions 
L  half  ftated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman* 
J  underftood  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  argued 

tliis  account  in  another  way :  he  had  compared  this 
g  quarter  with  the  fpring  quarter  of  laft  year;  he  confi- 
l  this  as  ijkil!  more  fallacious;  he  had  compared  it  with  tlie 
\  fpring  quarter  for  the  laft  ten  years.  The  quarter  of 
^ear  was  bad  for  tlie  reafons  he  had  ftated,  namely,  the 
)onement  of  the  Eaft- India  duties :  but  he  begged  gen- 
en  again  to  look  at  the  account  in  their  hands  of  the 
)ms;  they  would  find,  that  though  the  fpring  quarter  of 
}.  was  the  worft  of  the  wliole  ten  years,  yet  the  year 
).  was  the  beft  but  one  of  all  that  period.  Nothing  could 
ipre  erroneous  than  to  argue,  that  from  the  goodnefs  of 
Tpring  quarter  the  whole  year  w^s  to  he  eftimated.  It  fo 
)ened,  that  whenever  the  fpring  quarter  was  higheft,  the 
Je  year  was  low.—  For  inftance, 

'he  fpring  quarter  of  1779  ^^  -  -  -  -  715,000 
Tie  fpring  quarter  pf  1784  was  -  -  -  -.  385,000 
et  the  Whole  of  tlie  year  1779  produced  but  2,2Qp,ooo 
Vhile  1784  produced  -  -  -  -  2,600,000 
t  was  in  vain  therefore  to  argue  from  this  n^ode  of  ftate- 
It:  but  he  faid,  that  in  giving  tlie  right  honourable  gen- 
lan  every  thing  he  demanded,  in  ftating  the  account  withf 
the  pomble  advantages  which  could  be  enumerated,  and 
tting  all  the  objeSions  whicli  he  had  made,  by  laying 
two  winter  quarters  together,  and  even  permitting  hJn^ 
.  ■       '  '       '        r    •         '  ^^ 
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former  occafion ;  he  faid,  he  would  only  obfefVe,  that  every 
fubfequent  refledlion  and  informationy  as  well  as  the  argn^^ 
ments  which  he  had  that  day  heard,  confirmed  his  original 
opinion  ;  and  he  continued  to  thinks  that  the  ftatements  of 
the  public  revenue  which  were  brought  forw'ard  were  highly 
erroneous  at  leail,  if  not  fallacious.  It  was  become  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  the  Public  to  have  thofe  ftatements 
fairly  and  completely  brought  to  the  teft  of  truth  ;  and  fuch 
was  the  objeA  of  the  prefent  motion,  founded  on  a  well- 
known  precedent,  and  calculated  merely  to  enable  the  Houfe 
and  the  Public  to  afcertain  the  afkual  and  probable  prodnoe 
of  the  revenue,  by  precife  accounts,  and  the  criterion  of 
long  averages.  The  ftatements  which  the  Committee  were 
required  to  prepare  by  the  motion,  might  undoubtedly  be 
prepared  by  the  revenue  officers,  and  might  afterwards  be 
difcufled  by  the  Houfe ;  but  it  feemed  better  to  coUeA  and 
fettle  them  in  the  moil  intelligible  fhape  under  the  infpeAion 
of  a  Committee. 

With  refpeft  to  what  his  right  honourable  friend  had 
ftated  upon  the  comparative  differences  of  the  two  half  years 
on  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  placed  fo 
much  flrefs :  he  muft  obferve^  that  if  the  dffference  between 
thofe  two  half  years  was  eftimated  at  700,000!.  (and  it  ought 
uot,  after  all  the  obvious  deduAion,  to  be  eftimated  higlier) 
tbat  fum  was  fully  accounted  for  by  two  circumftances,  which 
feemed  to  efcape  gentlemens  recolled^ion.  In  this  lafl  and 
boafted  half  year,  there  was  an  increafe  of  about  460,0001. 
in  the  duties  paid  by  the  Eaft-India  Company,  beyond  the 
duties  paid  by  that  Company  in  the  half  year  ending  in 
April  1784,  and  there  was  alfo  240,000!.  taxes  of  1784: 
thcfe  two  fums  added  together,  would  be  found  to  leave  no 
rife  in  the  half  year  ending  the  5th  of  April  1785,  on  which 
any  argument  of  a  great  increafe  could  be  built. 

There  was,  however,  one  circumftance  in  the  paper  pre- 
fented  by  the  Receiver  General  of  the  cuftoms,  which  was 
very  encouraging  and  comfortable  to  the  Pul>lic,  and  tliere- 
fore  he  felt  pleafiire  in  remarking  it.  The  n<;t  produce  of 
the  cuftoms  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April  1785,  ap- 
peared in  that  paper  to  be  3,720,000!,  He  would  not  adopt 
the  modern  reafonings,  and  infer  from  it,  that  tjhe  next  year's 
produce  would  be  equally  high :  ftill  lefs  woujd  he  prelumo> 
that  becaufe  this  was  8oG,oool.  higlier  than  the  preceding 
year's  produce,  the  next  fubfequent  year  would  advance 
8oo,ocK>L  farther.    But  he  would  obfcrve,  that  it  recurred 
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fully  to  the  fair  produce  of  the  old  branches  of  the  cuftoms,  in 
the  moft  profperous  times:  the  average  net  produce  of 
the  cuftoms  for  eight  years,  ending  in  1776,  was  above 
2,500,000 1,  and  the  taxes  eftabliihed  fince  upon  the  cuftoms, 
rogether  with  the"  difcounts,  might  be  eftiinated  at  about 
r, 200,000 L  upon  the  3,.7 20,000 1.  This  profperous  ftate  of 
rrade  was,  perhaps,  chiefly  owing  to  the  energy  of  the  king- 
lom  and  of  the  merchants;  but  perhaps  alfo  it  was  in  part 
>wing  to  the  meafures  adopted  againft  fmuggling.  He  was 
ar  from  wiihing  to  detraft  from  the  merit  of  thofe  meafures  ; 
le  had  always  dilFered,  and  continued  to  diiFer,  from  fome  of 
lis  friends,  in  thinking  that  the  tea  a£t  and  the  fmuggling 
[&  were  likely  to  have  a  gradual  and  material  efkA  in  the. 
mprovement  of  the  revenue :  and  though  he  had  difapproved 
»f  the  new  window  tax,  it  was  not  becaufe  he  difliked  its 
principle,  but  becaufe  he  thought  it  injudicioufly  executed, 
ind  proportioned  in  a  manner  unjuft  to  the  community,  and 
njurious  to  the  old  window  tax,  which  had  confcquently'beeri 
nuch  diminifhed.  He  neverthelefs  entertained  favourable 
expectations  from  the  effeiSt  of  the  plan. 

The  queftion  was  read  from  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  during  a  confi<ierable  part  of  *^''  ^^f"- 
he  right  honourable  gentleman^s  argument  who  made  the  ^  "  ^^* 
notion,  he  had  expedled  his  motion  would  have  been  of  a 
ery  different  nature  from  what  it  at  length  turned  out  to  be. 
''rom  what  had  fallen  from  him  at  the  beginning  of  his  fpeech, 
e  was  inclined  to  think  that  his  propofition  would  have^ 
one  to  eftablifh  it  as  a  do6lrine,  that  wherever  a  tax  was 
Dund  to  be  deficient  of  the  produce,  at  which  it  had  origi- 
ally  been  eftimated,  the  minifter  of  finance  was  bound  to 
lake  up  that  particular  deficiency  by  a  new  tax,  without 
onfidcring  the  degree  in  which  other  branches  of  the  revenue 
light  be  found  to  make  compenfation,  thus  direfting  his  at- 
^ntion  to  minute  and  individual  objedls,  inftead  of  embracing 
nd  regarding  the  general  amount  of  all  the  taxes.  Tte 
ight  honourable  gentleman,  however,  he  faid,  had  difap- 
ointed  him  by  taking  a  new  ground,  and  he  was  ready  to  be- 
eve  that  the  motion  which  they  had  then  heard  made,  was  not 
lat  which  it  was  his  original  intention  to  have  offered.  He 
appofed,  that  the  lights  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentle-. 
lan  had  viewed  the  fubjeft  fince  his  firft  notice  to  the  Houfe, 
rhen  he  acknowledged  that  he  could  not  afcertain  what  his 
lotion  was  to  be,  dioueh  a  motion  at  all  events  he  was  de- 
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termtned  to  mr^ce,  or  perhaps  even  his  own  arguments,  which 
he  had  juft  now  delivered,  had  perfuaded  him,  that  it  was 
perfedlly  out  of  ,  his  power  to  form  any  fixed  and  de- 
cided opinion,  contrary  to  that  which  he  had  himfelf  for- 
merly endeavoured  to  imprefs  the  Houfe.  with,  relative  to 
the  proiperous  ftate  of  our  finances;  and  therefore  he  was 
.defirous  of  a  Committee,  in  hopes  that  they  might  be  able  to 
do  it  for  him.  He  was  happy  ever  to  have  it  in  his  power 
io  agree  in  fentiment  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman; 
and  on  the  prefent  occafion  there  were  fome  points  in  which 
their  opinions  did  perfectly  coincide.  In  the  fir  ft  place,  he 
heartily  agreed  with  him  when  he  faid,  that  to  imprefs  the 
.  Public  with  fanguine  and  flattering  hopes  of  the  profperity  of 
the  nation  in  point  of  revenue,  when  thofe  hopes  could 
only  be  fupported  by  fallacious  ftatements,  by  concealment 
or  deceit,  was  a  grofs  violation  of  duty  in  a  mmifler;  but 
he  wiihed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  as  ready  to 
concede  to  him  on  the  other  hand,  that  to  promote  de- 
fpondency  and  defpair,  by  unfair  mifneprefentations.  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  nation  in  her  moft  eflential  and  vital  part, 
her  public  credit,  was  at  leafl  as  culpable.  Another  principle 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  he  was  alfo  happy  to 
find  correfponded  exadHy  with  his  own  moft  favourite  ob- 
jedl,  an  objeft  which  lie  had  never  loft  fight  of  fince  he  firft 
I^ad  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  that  Houfe,  the  neceffity  of  an 
efficient  aqd  regular  linking  fund,  to  be  uniformly,  and^  he 
would  fay,,  unalienably  applied  to  the  diminution  and  dif- 
charge  of  the  national  debt.  He  congratulated  the  right 
honourable  gentleirgm  on  his  having  become  a  profelyte  to  this 
.meafure ;  but  Itill  there  were  fome  of  his  collateral  do£lrines 
on  the  fubjedl,  in  which  he  could  not  but  difFcr  with  him  in 
opinion.  He  denied  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  proper  in- 
tent of  a  finking  fund  ever  to  apply  any  part  of  it  to  any 
other  purpofe,  except  the  diminution  of  the  debt;  not  even' 
to  the  payment  of  the  iutcreil;  fc,  on  the  cohtrary^  it  had 
.been,  he  fiiid,  the  conftant  pra6lice  of  all  financiers  fo  to  ap- 
ply it,  if  necefTary,  fiill  making  up  the  deficiency  arifing 
from  fuch  apphcation  by  other  taxes;  and  indeed  iie  finking 
fund  was  at  all  times  confidered  not  only  as  a  refource  for 
.pajing  oiF  tlie  debt,  but  w:is  alfo  uniformly  underftood  to  be 
a  collateral  fecurity  to  the  public  creditors.  He  paid  fome 
ironical  compliments  to  Mr.  Fox  for  his  /.cal  on  the  fubjeft; 
.a  '/-eal  however,  which,  like  that  of  all  new  converts,  was, 
ho  l'aid|  more  ardent  than  judicious;  for  in  his  great  anxiety 
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that  a  finking  fond  fhould  be  eftablifhed,  he  was  defirous  im-  ' 

mediately  to  proceed  to  the  impofition  of  tjixes  for  that  pur-" 
5ofe,  without  being  fatisfied  to  wait  a  few  months  longer  to 
fee  whether  thofe  now  in  being'would  not  be  found  fufficient/ 
He  rjetumed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  his  thanks  for 
lis  readinefs  to  eafe  him  of  the  moil  difagreeable  part  of  his 
luty,  that  of  propofing  new  taves,  and  hoped  the  fame  difpo- 
ition  would  continue,  if  it  fhould  be  found,  contrary  to  his 
irefent  expeftations,  that  they  were  neceflary;  for  he  (hould- 
»e  more  happy  to  fee  all  that  brilliancy  of  eloquence,  and  all 
hat  force  of  argument,  exerted  on  an  occafion  when  taxes 
^ere  to  be  laid  on,  than  at  a  time  when  no  fuch  thing  was  in 
gitation,  of  ;^t  all  requidte.  Notwithftanding,  he  faid,  thofe 
xgumcnts  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  were,  on  this 
tccaiion,  ufelefs  and  inapplicable  to  any  prefent  objecSl  of  his, 
«  fhould  not  however  forget  them,  but  would  treafure  them 
ip  in  his  memory  for  any  future  ufe  to  which  they  might  he 
urned,  when  the  fubje^  of  taxation  fhould  come  forward* 
\nd  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  remember,  that  the  right  ho- 
lourable  gentleman,  by  his  extreme  forwardnefs  on  the  pre- 
ent  day  for  proceeding  to  lay  new  burdens  on  the  Public, 
lad  pledged  himfelf  to  fupport  whatever  meafures  of  finance 
hould  from  any  future  difappointments  be  found  necefTary. 
^e  apprehended  the  fole  objedl  of  the  motion  was  to  procure 
or  the  Houfe  fuch  information  as  fliould  enable  them  to 
udge  whether  the  prefent  fyflem  of  taxes  was  fufficient  with- 
out frefh  additions  to  anfwer  the  neceflary  demands  of  the 
lifferent  eflablifliments,  and  to  afford  a  furplus  fufficient  for* 
fmking  fund  of  one  million  annually.  Now  as  this  was 
he  whole  extent  of  the  queflion  at  prefent  before  the  Houfe, 
le  fubmitted  it  to  their  confideration  whether  it  would  not 
>e  more  advifeable  to  wait  for  the  experience  of  a  few 
nonths,  and  experience  was,  he  obferved,  the  only  infallible 
riterion  by  which  they  could  be  guided  in  a  matter  of  this 
lature,  than  to  put  the  bufmefs  into  the  channel  propofed  by 
he  prefent  motion ;  a  meafure  liable  to  every  degree  of  un- 
ertainty  and  error  that  could  well  be  expefted  from  the  or- 
linary  mode  of  condudling  fuch  a  bufmefs,  befide  other  difad- 
rantages  which  he  would  mention  before  he  fat  down.  With 
egard  to  the  grounds  of  objeftion  ,that  were  now  taken  to 
lis  former  propofitions  to  the  Houfe,  he  faid,  they  were  ex- 
remely  different  from  thofe  which  had  already  been  fug- 
;efled.  If  it  were  a  general  truth,  that  in  all  arguments,  the 
\iveR,  way  to  come  to  a  mutual  underflanding,  was  the  ad- 
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hering  to  fdme  certain  premifes,  and  following  a  regalar  and 
uniform  fyfiem  <)i  rtafonjng,  or  in  the  common  phrali, 
flicking  to  the  point;  it  was  a  truth  that  applied  to  queitiooi 
of  a  numerical  nature,  above  all  others;  and  yet,  m  tlie  ptt- 
lent  inllance,  this  principle  fccmcd  to  be  entirely  forgot,  for 
the  particular  calculation,  pn  which  he  wjs  then  attacked, 
was  one,  which,  until  that  day,  had  never  beqn  called  in  qw\- 
tion:  he  was  happy  to  find,  that  thofe,  which  had  been  s'oi- 
inerly  taken  up,  were  at  lafl  abandoned  as  untenable;  by 
which  it  was  to  be  underftood,  that  a  tacit  teftimony  wis 
Iwme  againft  them  by  his  opponents  themfelves.  He  delird 
the  Houle  to  recolleft,  that  when  he  made  his  feveral  cak.- 
lations  he  had  not  done  it  with  a  view  of  adopting  any  aoi 
particularly,as  the  foundation  of  his  profpcfla  concerning  "hi 
revenue,  hut  only  with  a  view  to  lead  the  ^iads  of  gentl^ 
men  to  the  eafieft  method  by  which  they  could  form  thiu 
judgements,  in  order  that  when  tiie  whole  fubjeft  came  pn> 
perly  before  them,  they  might  be  more  competent  to  decide 
upon  it,  having  been  in  the  habit  of  turning  in  their  thought! 
every  dilliniSlion  or  cotiii deration  into  which  it  could  poflibi] 
be  refolved.  The  calculation  that  was  aow  endeavoured  k 
be  overturned  was  that  by  wtiich  he  had  compared  the  iw< 
quarters,  ending  on  the  $th  of  April,  in  the  prefent  and  hr. 
'^ear,  and  grounded  thereon  a  comparative  computation  of  th 
produce  o?  the  two  rubfe<]iient  quarters,  tliofe  ending  on  tli 
lOth  of  Odtoher  in  each  year.  This  calculation,  he  faid,  h« 
been  principally  combated  on  two  difierent  grounds  :  FiHt,  i 
was  objedled,  that  the  accounts  of  the  quarter,  ending  on  tb 
5th  of  the  prefent  month,  contained  the  receipts  of  elevs 
days  beyond  the  natural  quarter:  to  under ftand  this,  it  vi 
necefTary  that  the  Houfe  mould  ha  informed  of  the  method  c 
making  up  the  public  accounts  in  the  Exchequer;  the  princ 
lulbody  of  weekly  payments  were,  he  faid,  made  into  the  £j 
chequer  on  Tuefdays  and  Wednefdays,  and  the  day  tc 
making  up  the  accounts  was  I'riday;  the  cuAom  therefo; 
was,  that  on  whatever  day  any  particular  fum  was  receive* 
it  was  to  be  credited  and  accounted  for,  as  if  received  on  tb 
Friday  neartR  to  that  day,  whether  precedent  or  fubfequen: 
bence  he  inferred  that  there  mull  always  be  a  difference  i: 
each  quarter  of  between  three  and  £x  days  at  leaft,  therefoi 
the  excefs  of  the  numbers  in  the  quarter  on  which  fo  muci 
flrefs  had  been  laid,  was  greatly  reduced.  Thus,  he  ob&rve^ 
what  was  gained  in  one  quarter,  was  loll  in  another^  and  tti 
whole  of  the  relative  accounts  of  the  half  yeai  came  to  thei 
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roper  level.  The  next  objedlion  was,  that  the  laft  qUarter# 
Deluding  nearly  the  amount  of  tJie  receipts  for  the  whole 
ear,  upon  the  new  taxe'$,  was  not  a  medium  from  which 
ny  fair  calculation  could  be  drawn  of  a  comparative  propor-* 
ion  between  the  other  quarters,  in  which  little  or  nothing 
ould  be  received  on  the  fame  accounts. .  This,  he  faid,  not-r 
irithllanding  the  ftrefs  with  which  it  had  been  relied  qn,  w^ 
»y  no  means  founded  in  fa£b.  Here  he  inAanced  the  horfe 
ax,  the  hat  tax,  the  game  licenfe  tax,  and  fome  few  others^ 
.rhich  had  not  yet  afforded  nearly  the  complement  of  theic 
early  revenue.  Befides  thefe  taxes,  there  was,  he  faid,  ano- 
^er,  which  would  be  found  to  yield  an  incteaflng  produce^ 
/hen  the  odium  which  had  been  (o  induftriouily  excited 
^ainft  it  had  fubfided,  and  when  people  began  to  find  thai 
fie  inconvenience  of  paying  a  trifling  tax  was  not  equal  to 
lat  which  they  endured  from  their  fchemes  and  devices  to 
iroid  it;  this  was  the  window  tax,  a  tax  which,  confidering 
/ery  circumftance  attending  it,  had  turned  out  to  be  the 
loft  nearly  adequate  to  the  produce  at  which  it  was  efti- 
lated  of  any  that  he  rett^embered.  He  reprojbated  the  con- 
u£t  of  thofe  who  had  endeavoured  to  create  a  popular  op* 
oiition  to  the  payment  of  this  tax,  obferving,  that  frQm 
hat  had  fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wlieii 
>eaking  on  the  fubjedl  of  taxation  and  public  credit,  he 
lought  he  could  not  bi^t  agree  with  him  in  opinion,  that  all 
lofe  who  by  their  words,  their  writings,  or  their  aftions^ 
id  fomented  that  general  difcontent  for  which  the  window 
ix  afforded  a  pretext  were  guilty  of  the  moft  traiterous 
>ndu6l  towards  their  country .  Here  he  anfwered  the  argUT 
ents  which  Mr.  Fox  had  drawn  from  the  flate  of  fcvcral 
jfferent  it^ms  in  the  accounts  before  the  Houfe,  p^irticularly 
lat  relative  to  the  cufloms  on  muffins,  which,  as  nearly 
nounting  to  the  whole  of  the  ufyal  annual  produce  6f  the 
tide,  Mr.  Fox  had  flated  as  not  to  be  looked  forward  to^ 
ith  a  view  to  any  future  produce  for  the  remainder  of  the 
»ar:  this  Mr.  Pitt  confuted,  by  pbferving,  that  the  increafe 
that  article  for  the  lafl  quarter  did  not  arife  from  the  duty 
jing  already  paid  for  the  confumption  of  the  whole  year,  but 
ona  the  efficacy  of  the  methods  adopted  for  the  fuppreffion 
'  fmuggling,  by  which  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the  com- 
odity,  which  ufed  to  efcape  the  duty,  had  now  been  obliged 
t  pay  it.  He  alfo  entered  into  Mr.  Fox's  calculation,  by 
hich  he  had  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  becaufe  in  the  ac-r 
mnt  of  the  receipts  of  the  ftamp  duties  of  Lord  John  Ca- 
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vendiihy  there  appeared  to  have  been  paid  in  a  fum  nearly 
equal  to  the  eftimate  which  Lord  John,  on  the  original  mov- 
ing of  them,  had  formed  of  their  annual  produce,  therefore 
that  there  could  be  but  little  more  to  receive  on  that  head  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year.  To  this  he  replied,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  taken  notice  that  the  account 
alluded  to  included  t!ie  amount  of  Lord  John  Cavendifli's 
whole  budget,  except  one  trifling  article,  (that  of  waggons,) 
and  obferved,  that  it  would  be  extraordinary  Indeed  if  one 
quarter  of  the  entire  taxes  of  that  miniiler,  which  had  been 
laid  at  the  fum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
but  which  at  the  fame  time  had  never  exceeded  three  hundred, 
or  thereahouts,  fhould  not  amount  to  fo  much  as  feventy  or 
eighty  thoufand.  Here  he  returned  again  to  the  laft-menr 
tioned  calculation  relative  to  the  proportionate  excefs  of  the 
fumiper  quarters  beyond  the  winter  quarters.  The  principle 
which  he  had  fuggeJled  as  a  fair  ground  for  forming  this  cal- 
culation, viz.  the  pfual  fuperiority  of  the  cuftoms  in  the  two 
fummer  quarters  over  the  two  winter  quarters  had,  he  ob- 
ferved, been  oppofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on 
the  ftrength  of  an  average  calculation  which  he  bad  made  of 
nine  fucccflive  years,  during  which  nine  years  the  principle 
was  found  not  to  operate.  This  feries  of  years,  he  obferved, 
was  the  moft  unfair  of  any  which  could  be  adduced  to  the 
argument  in  queftion,  for  they  were  in  general  years  of  war- 
In  war  time,  he  faid,  it  was  impoflible  to  find  any  principles 
of  reafoning  on  fubjeils  like  the  prefent  applicable  to  times 
of  peace.  It  was  eafily  to  be  imagined,  that  in  time  of  war 
an  extraordinary  degree  of  fuccefs  might  attend  the  arms  of  a 
nation  for  one  quarter  of  a  year,  and  yet  the  fucceeding  quar- 
ters Le  calamitous  and  unfortunate  in  an  equal  or  greater  pro- 
portion. Hence  the  fuccefsful  quarter  mufl  neceflarily  be 
more  produflive  of  revenue  by  cufloms  than  the  others, 
which  might  alfo  be  the  cafe,  without  any  fuch  reverfe  of 
fortune,  from  the  circnmflance  of  ftiips  waiting  for  convoy, 
or  being  detained  in  diflar.t  ports  for  want  of  feamen.  Hence 
the  average,  which  in  peace  was  uniform  and  regular,  be* 
came  difturbed  and  unfatisfaiSlory  in  times  of  war.  He  af- 
ferted,  that  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  gone  back 
to  a  period  of  peace,  and  drawn  his  average  from  thence,  h% 
would  have  found  it  to  be  fuch  as  would  have  fully  cor- 
rcfponded  with  what  he  had  laid  down  as  a  jufl  mode  of 
computation.  He  faid,  that  on  general  reafoning  there  was 
nothing  more  evidex^t^  thai)  that  t}ie  fumoier  quarters  muft 
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neceflarily  afibfd  a  greater  produce  in  the  cuftoms  than  thofe 
of  winter;  but  he  would  reduce  thofe  general  grounds  of  ar* 
gument  to  particular  fafts,  by  which  the  Houfe  would  be 
much  better  informed.  For  this  purpofe,  he  inftanced  firft 
the  cuftoms  payable  by  the  Eaft-India  Company;  this,  he 
faid,  was  one  of  the  moft  important  branches  of  the  cuftoms^ 
and  yet  in  the  lail  quarter  we  had  received  (b  far  ihort  of  one 
quarter  of  the  whole  year's  amount,  that  the  net  fum  on  that 
account  in  the  papers  before  the  Houfe  was  no  more  than 
forty-feven  thoufand  pounds.  In  the  tobacco  trade  alfo  it 
was  notorious,  thatavery  fmall  proportional  quantity  of  the 
(hipping  ever  arrived  fo  early  in  the  year  as  to  pay  the  cuf- 
toms within  the  winter  quarters;  the  fame  was  the  cafe  with 
the  WeA-India  goods,  and  in  another  branch  of  commerce 
the  receipt  of  the  cuftoms  was  entirely  confined  to  the  fum-  - 
ner  quarters, — ^the  Baltic  trade  was  fo  circumftanced,  that 
the  mips  could  not  fail  from  their  refpe£live  ports  early 
enough  in  the  year  to  arrive  in  England  till  the  fummor  was 
Far  advanced.  Hence,  he  contended,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
Future  quarters  of  the  prefent  year  muft  of  neceffity  be  far 
nnore  produ<£^ive  than  the  former  quarters.  It  had  alfo  been 
fuggefted,  that  the  whole  of  the  drawbacks  on  re-exportation 
not  having  been  yet  paid,  left  the  produce  confiderably  greater 
:han  it  otherwife  would  have  been.  To  this  he  anfwered, 
:hat  fo  far  from  there  being  any  ground  for  an  argument  of 
that  nature,  on  a  fuppofition  of  a  decreafe  in  the  exports ;  v 

he  fadl  was,  that  they  had  been  for  fome  time  paft  in  a  ftate 
>f  confiderable  increafe,  as  was  evident  from  the  returns 
rom  all  tlie  out-ports  where  they  were  more  numerous  than 
;hey  had  been  remembered ;  and  in  the  port  of  London  they 
/eere  nearly  equal  to  the  greatefl  extent  to  which  they  had 
^ver  reached*  He  concluded,  that  as  the  half  year  ending 
he  5thof  AprH,  1784,  produced  four  millions  feven  hundred 
Lnd  eighty-three  thoufand  pounds,  and  that  ending  the  5th 
»f  April,  1785^  preduced  five  millions  eight  hundred  and  four 
houfand  pounds,  if  the  enfuing  half  year  were  to  bear  the 
ame  proportion  to  the  paft,  that  the  two  correfponding  half 
^ears  of  the  laft  year  bore  to  each  other,  the  whole  produce 
(f  the  prefent  year  might  be  expedled  to  amount  to 
2,580,0001.  which,  with  the  land  and  malt  taxes  at 
»,400,oooI.  would  make  14,980,0001.  and  leave  a  fum  of 
iiily  420,0001.  deficient  for  the  purpofe  of  appropriating  a 
lear  yearly  million  for  the  finking  fund  propofed.  This  fum 
^as  nich  as  the  hopes  be  entertaiiied  of  the,  growing  com* 
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merce  of  the  nation,  rcfpiring  as  Ac  w.a«  from  the  heavy 
preflure  of  her  late  fevere  and  difpiriting  calamities^  and  riCng 
again  into  new  life  and  vigour  with  a  fpring  and  elafticity 
that  muft  roufe  the  moft  defponding,  and  give  redoubled  ani- 
mation to  the  m6ft  fanguine.  This  fum  woukt  preclude  the 
neceflity  of  applying  to  new  burdens;  but  if  there  fhould  be 
occafion,  he  had  no  apprehenfion  that  there  eould  be  found  a 
fingle  voice  in  tlie  nation  that  would  heGtate  to  proclaim  the 
neceflity  and  good  policy  of  fupplylng  the  deficiency  by  new 
hnpofitions  on  articles,  that  fhould  evidently  and  undeniably 
be  produftive  in  the  degree  required.*  Here  he  appealed  to 
the  candour  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  to  the  good 
fcnfe  of  the  Houfe,  to  every  principle  of  political  arrange- 
ment, whether  it  could,  on  any  ground  of  prudence  or  pro- 
priety, be  expedient  to  give  op  fuch  favourable  expedlations, 
asjarofe  from  every  point  of  view,  in  which  our  national  re- 
fources  could  be  put;  expectations,  which  the  experience  of  a 
very  few  months  would  either  eftablifli  or  overturn,  and  to 
proceed  to  the  impofition  of  new  burdens  on  their  confti- 
tuents,  in  addition  toj  thoi^  under  which  they  already  la- 
boured, burdens  whicl^  an  event  fo  fliortly  to  arrive  would 
moft  probably  pro^'e  to  be  unneceflary.  With  regard  to  the 
mode  by  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  endeavoured 
to  carry  his  point,  viz.  the  appointing  cbmmiffioners  for  the 
purpofes  named  in  his  motion,  k  was  fuch,  as  if  he  had  no 
'  obgeftion  to  the  objeft,  he  could  neverthelefs  by  no  means 

agree  to.  He  faid,  he  fhould  be  extremely  forry  to  believe 
that  there  were  not  in  that  Houfe  many  perfons  infinitely 
more  capable  of  filling  the  office  which  he  )iad  the  honour  to 
enjoy  than  he  was;  but  ftill  even  badly  fupported  as  it  might 
be,  he  thought  it  more  properly  vefted  in  him,  a  fervant  of 
the  Crown,  and  anfwerable  for  his  conduct,  than  it  could  be 
in  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe,  liable  to  no  fuch  control  from 
perfonal  refponfibility.  He  then  went  into  a  conjeftare  of 
what  would  be  the  condud:  of  fuch  a  Committee  as  was  re- 
quired by  the  prefent  motion,  which  he  fuppofed  was  intend- 
ed to  confift  of  members  of  different  opinions;  they  wouldt 
he  faid,  perhaps  with  lefs  eloquence,  with  Ids  vehemence^ 
'  With  lefs  noife,  and  with  lefs  aftiott,  but  not  with  lefs  obfti- 
nacy,  debate  the  fame  points,  and  nearly  in  the  fame  manner, 
as  tne  wliole  Houfe  would  do;  there  would  moreover  be  a  con- 
fiderable.  difficulty  in  appointing  fuch  a  Committee  as  would 
give  fatisfaSionto  all  fides  of  the  Houfe:  here  he  lamented  that 
it  was  not,  from  the  order?  of  the  Houfe,  allowable  for  him 

to 
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o  fpeak  (H9t  ttl^e  whole  of  his  idea  on  the  fubjedl;  but  genr 
lemen  might  very  well  underAand  him,  that  there  were  fe- 
rerai  different  defcriptions  of  men  in  tlie  Houfc,  and  that  fom^ 
>erfons  would  wiih  to  have  one  defcription,  and  fome  ano* 
:her  defcription,  to  compofe  jthe  Committee;  for  his  own 
)art,  if  his  office  was  to  be  put  into  commiffipq,  he  cpnfeiTe^ 
le  fhould  be  extremely  willing  to  be  himfelf  one  of  the  com- 
jiiflioners,  aud  would  of  courfe  wiih  to  have  his  own  moi^ 
)articular  friends  for  colleagpes.  On  the  other  hand^  h^ 
magined  the  right  lionourable  gentleman  would  alfo  cboofe 
o  be  one  of  thp  Committee,  and  perhaps  would  have  no  ob«- 
edlion  to  being  allowed  to  appoint  the  re|l;  in  that  cafi^ 
here  would  be  no  great  difficulty  to  form  fome  judgement  o^ 
he  fort  of  report  that  would  proceed  from  them ;  for  not  tp 
nention  the  extreme  facility  with  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  a^id  bis  friends  had  formerly  doomed  the  gieatelx 
:ommercial  company  in  the  world  to  bankruptcy— {Tlere  a 
cud  cry  of  Hear  I  hear!  on  which  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  was  glad 
:o  find  the  gentlemen  (o  fore  upon  the  fabjedl;  he  confidered 
X  as  a  ilgn  pf  their  repentance.]  The  very  little  delicacy 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ha(^  ihewed  to  tbp 
public  credit,  in  CQn>ing  forward  with  his  prefent  attack  at 
fo  critical  a  time,  within  a  few  days  of  that  on  which  he  in- 
:ended  to  bring  on  a  queftion  relative  to  the  finances,  for  the 
purpofe  of  providing  for  the  funding  of  fuch  part  of  thp 
national  debt  incurred  in  the  courfe  of  t^e  laft  war  as  yet 
remained  to  be  funded,  and  for  paying  tl^ie  interell  of  tt^e 
fmall  loan  ,that  might  be  found  neceiTary,  plainly  ipdicate^ 
which  way  their  wiflies  went,  and  what  their  ;^.al  purpofe 
wras.  lUpoa  the  whole,  he  faid,  the  mea^Ture  propofed  co\jid 
have  no  good  effedi  whatfoever,  but  muft  bp  produ£tiye  pf 
many  bad  ca^es;  it  j^vlA  occaiion  a  delay  in  tiie  very  bu£oe^s^ 
to  which  it  related,  the  eAablii^xjnept  or  the  finking  fyrid;  it 
muft  te;?^Jtp  .create  apprehenfions  for  which  there  yi^  no  re^l 
foundati9n,  extremely  prej.vidici^  to  jthecredi,t  of  ,thenatipD, 
and  give.. a  temporary  check  to  that  rapid  prpgrefs  whiqh 
had  of  la^te  t^en  place  in  the  funds;  ar^d  which,  if  npt 
thwarted. ;by  idle  and  uielefs  Xpec.ujations  pf  tliis  natu^f, 
would  flfiorliy  rife  to  fuch  a  height  as  t^h^e  profpero^s  ^;^te  of 
the  public  revenue  muA,  when  more  univerfaliy  known,  and 
proved.by  t^e  experience  pf  a  few  months,  teml  effefliually  to 
iecure,      . ,        *  ,  .    .      ^ 

M/.  Fpf  jofe  to  reply,    ^e  b^gan  willi  ol)fftrvit^,  ^th^^t  tlje  Mt.  Fox. 
right  honourable gent^ema^  had  tboijght i^ojjist  ipbe^ayf  t^e 
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name  of  a  profelyte  upon  him.     He  defired  to  know  at  what 
period  of  his  political  life  it  was  that  he  had  ever  held  any 
other  than  one  and  the  fame  language,  refpe£ling  the  neccflity 
of  keeping  up  the  finking  fund,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  apply  a 
certain  fum  unalienably  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  national 
debt,  in  time  of  peace.     At  all  times,  and  on  all  occafionsi 
when  queftions  of  finance  were  agitated,  had  he  not  con- 
tended, that  unlefs  thia  were  done,  the  nation  would  be  inevi- 
tably ruined  ?  How  happened  it  then,  that  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  had  difcovered  that  it  was  a  new  doftrine  in 
"his  mouth  ?    With  regard  to  his  having  declared,  that  the- 
Turplus  of  the  finking  fund  ought  never  to  be  applied  towards 
the  annual  eftablifhments,  or  in  difcharge  of  the  public  an« 
^nuity,  he  had  faid  diredlly  the  reverfe;  having  declared,  that 
'it  was,  in  his  opinion,  right  fo  to  apply  it,  when  a  neceflity 
arofe,as  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  all  his  fucceiforshadoccafion- 
ally  applied  it;  but  he  had  at  the  fame  time  faid,  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  fuffered  to  remain  as  a  fund  appropriated  to  thofe 
purpofes  generally;  on  the  contrary,  its  great  objeii,  viz.  the 
applying  it  in  diminution  of  the  public  debt,  ought  ever  to 
be  held  in  view.     Mr.  Fox  reprobated  Mr.  Pitt  s  argument 
as  in  the  higheft  degree  fallacious  and  illufory.    llie  right 
honourable  gentleman,  he  faid,  uniformly  avoided  and  flew 
from  any  computation  grounded  on  the  average  of  a  number 
of  years,  and  upon  experience,  to  refort  to  what  ? — z  compu- 
tation  built  upon  the  amount  of  the  produce  of  the  two  laft 
quarters,  an  amount  exceeding  any  thiat  had  gone  before  for 
obvious  reafons,  joined  to  the  amount  of  two  fummer  quar- 
ters, which  accidentally  had  been  the  greateft  of  any  two 
fummer  quarters  to  be  infianced.     This  was,  he  faid,  of  all 
weak  modes  of  reafoning,  the  weakeft.     It  was  not  merely  to 
truft  to  vifionary  fpeculation,  but  to  that  fort  of  fpeculation 
moft  liable  to  failure.     With  regard  even  to  the  confidence 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  placed  in  hisconje&ures, 
in  confequence  of  his  boailed  quarter  ending  April  5,  1785^ 
he  might  find  his  conje£tures  deceive  him;  fince  the  only 
quarter's  produce  that  had,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  greatly  exceeded 
others,  was  a  quarter  in  the  year  1779,  the  remaining  quar- 
ters of  which  failed  beyond  all  example.     Mr.  Fox  defended 
Lord  John  Cavendifh's  budget  from  imputation,  and  faid  he 
fliould  not  have  imagined  the  prefent  Adminiftration  would 
have  imputed  blame  to  it,  fince  they  could  not  have  forgotten, 
/that  Lord  John  had  been  obliged  to  open  his  budget  within 
three  weeks  after  he  had  kified  his  Majefiy's  hand  as  Chan- 
cellor 
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cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  that  he  fucceeded  the  right  ho« 
Aourable  gentleman  in  that  office,  who  had  remained  in  it  fix 
weeks  perfe£kly  inactive,  and  without  doing  one  thing  for  the 
Public  in  point  of  finance. .  Had  Lord  John  continued  another 
year  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  undouhtcdly  he  would  have 
been  prepared  with  new  taxes,  to  have  fupplied  the  deficien* 
cies  of  his  own  taxes,  an^d  with  fome  plan  for  eftahliihing  a 
fund  to  be  applied  immediately  in  diminution  of  the  national 
jebt ;  but  what  had  heen  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
:onda6l  ?  Who,  that  had  laft  year  feen  him  afiume  an  air  of 
;he  utmoil  perfonal  importance  and  gravity,  and  heard  him 
irdently  talk  of  his  determination  to  encounter  lofs  of  popu^ 
arity,  public  clamour,  and  public  odium,  rather  than  not  ef- 
cSt  fo  neceflary  a  purpofe  as  applying  a  fund  towards  the  im- 
oediate  diminution  of  the  national  debt,  would  have  imagine^ 
hat  he  would  this  year  have  come  forward  with  a  (eries  of 
omputations,  founded  in  demonftrable  fallacy  and  error,  Iq 
rder  to  ground  a  pretence  for  putting  off  the  great  work  till 
nother  feffion  ?  What  pledge  had  the  Hgufe  that  he  would 
egin  upon  it  even  next  leffion  ?  Indeed  his  words  were  fuf- 
ciently  big  with  promifes,  but  would  a  Minifter's  promife 
ifure  a  Minifier's  perfonnance  ?  Laft  year  he  gave  a  verbal 
^edge,  and  bound  himfelf  by  words  as  faft  as  words  could 
nd  him.  Mafter  as  he  was  of  words,  Mr,  t  ox  faid,  he  de* 
;d  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  invent  expreffiotis  more 
nding  or  more  firong  than  thofe  he  had  ufed  lad  feffion,  and 
t  the  Hou(e  had  witnefiTed  what  fecurity  his  verbal  pledge 
d  proved  !  Thus  might  he  go  on  promifing  and  promifing 
infinitum^  and  a  work  that  ought  to  have  been  b^un  before, 
at  would  not  admit  of  longer  delay,  be  deferred  till  we  found 
rfelves  agiic  involved  in  a  war;  and  he  was  not  yet,  Mr. 
Mi  faid,  brought  over  to  the  opinion  that  war  was  the  fitteft 
/on  for  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt. 
Mr.  Fox  took  notice  of  Mr.  Pitt's  fneer  at  his  having  ar- 
id  in  fupport  of  the  impofition  of  new  taxes  on  an  occafion, 
ere  no  taxes  were  necefTary  to  be  impofed.  In  anfwer  to 
s,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  conceived  the  quefiion  of  the  day 
uld  decide  whether  new  taxes  were  neceflary  or  not ;  and 
refore  it  was,  of  all  others,  the  fitteft  moment  for  prefling 
argument.  Were  there' no  doubt  in  the  cafe,  and  were  it 
decided  opinion  of  that  Houfe  that  taxes  ought  to  be  laid, 
'  argument  of  his  in  fupport  of  luch  an  idea,  would  un-* 
btedly  be  fuperfiuous  ;  it  could  only  be  of  uie  where  the 
flion  was  in  contelh  Mr.  Fox,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Pitt*s 
don  to  the  India  Bill^  faid,  the  very  condu£t  that  the 
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fight  honourable  gentleman  had  at  that  time  im[5iSted  to  hito^ 
he  was  now  pralkifing  himfclf, — holding  out  fallAcious  ac^ 
counts  and  faire  ftates  of  the  revenue,  to  miflead  and  delude 
the  Public.  With  regard  to  India,  did  any  man  now  be- 
lieve, that  the  accounts  prefented  to  that  Houfe  by  the  Di- 
reftors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  laft  year,  and  upon  which 
Wiey  had  proceeded  to  pafs  a  bill  into  a  law,  were  nbt  falla- 
cious ?  After  what  he  had  lately  feen  from  Bengal,  after 
.Vrhat  the  learned  gentleman  next  him  knew  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Company  in  India,  did  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
think  the  accounts  of  the  laft  year  were  to  be  relied  on  ?  He 
was  perfuaded  he  did  not;  With  regard  to  the  putting  the 
o£Bce  bf  Chancellor  of  theExchequer  in  commiflion,  hte  hsKi  no 
iuch  intention,  nor  if  he  had,  would  he  have  thought  of  put- 
ting the  Chancellor  of  the  fexchequerat  the  head  of  that  com- 
miffioir,  any  more  than  he  ffiould  have  thought  of  putting  ttt 
oflBce'of  Mafter  General  of  the  Ordnance  in  commiffion,  and 
have  pbced  him  at  the  head  of  a  Board  of  Commiffiorfers  ap- 
pointed to  control  the  executive  branch  of  his  own  depart- 
ment. The  fort  of  Committee  he  wifhed  to  have  inftituted, 
might,  he  faid,  prove  eilentially  ferviceable,  By  irtveftigating 
faas,  and  reporting  them  to  the  Houfe,  whence  they  Would 
have  the  way  cleared,  and  be  enabled  to  proceed  #ith  cer- 
tainty. To  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe,  be  it  cont^ofed  of 
whom  it  would,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  ready  to  truft  that  or 
any  other  bufinefs,  betaufe  he'  was  convinced  by  the  conduft 
of  a  Committee  laft  year,  that  however  gentlemen^  who  were 
chofen  in  ii  Committee,  might  generally  differ  in  their  politi- 
cal fentirnents,  they  would  always  form  fuch  a  report  iis  would 
"do  them  honour,  and  would  prove  of  effential  benefit  to  the 
public,  by  aftbrding  the  Houfe  a  fpecies  of  ufeful  and  autTien- 
tic  mforntatibn  tney  could  not  other^ife  obtain. 

Mr.  Fox  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  hid  no  objeftioii 
'to  leaving  out  of  his  tnotioh  the  words  "  with  obfervations 
thereon."  He  accordingly  moved  the  omiilion  of  thofe  wordi 
by  Way  ofamendment. 

The  qiifeftion  being  pur,  the  amendment  was  carried,   an 
the  motion  then  ended  with  the  word  Hct/fe, 
Mr.  Boike.      Mr.  Burh  rofe,  he  faid,  to  fay  a  few  words  only.     He  ha 
liftehed  with  great  attention  to  the  arguments  of  two  gentl 
men,  whofe  talents  he  held  in  high  eftimation.     The  abiliti 
of  his  right  honourable  friend  he  always  admired,  and  the  ab 
lities  of  the  right  honourkblegentleman,  he  could  not  but  fa 
he  thought  worthy  of  k  better  condudl.     Mr.  Burke  charg 
Mr.  Pitt  With  having  'treated  the  Houfe  with  moil  unpar; 
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elled  infolence  in  having  dared  to  make  fop^rfonal  a  decla« 
ation,  that  if  a  Comitiitti^e  were  chofeti,  if  fuch  a  fet  c^gen- 
lemen  were  elefled,  they  would  conduft  themfelve^  fo  and 
b;  and  if  another  fet  of  gentlemen,  fo  and  f o  ;  tRat  fort  of 
larcelling  out  gentlemen,  and  prejiuiging  what  their  opinionr 
;nd  condu£t  would  he,  was,  he  faid,  ib  un parallelled  a  piece  of 
nfolence  in  a  Mintfter,  that  the  time  was,  if  the  right  ho* 
lourable  gentleman  hdd  been  the  greateft  Minifter  the  country 
lad  ever  known^  he  would  not  have  fat  an  hour  on  the  lVea«- 
ury  Bench  after  fuch  an  infult  to  the  Heufe.  He  faid,  he 
vas  the  perfon  who  had  called  out  Hear  I  hear  I  when  the 
ight  honourable  gentleman  hadallodeti  to  the  India  Bill,  and 
lad  talked  of  thofe  who  had  tlopined  the  Company  to  hatik«- 
uptcy.  He  admitted  that  fuch  interruptions  wer^  not  de- 
ent ;  but  coftom  bad  fant^ioned  them  as  modes  of  exprefling 
ipprobriition  or  reprehenfion,  indignation  or  furptife.  He 
iad  not  cried  Hear  I  bear  I  becaufe  he  was  fore,  at  tlie^men- 
ion  of  the  bankruptcy  of  the  India  Company,,  but  becaufe  he 
vas  forty,  and  becadfe  he  was  furpriied  the  right  honourable 
^entlcmian  (hould  have  forgot  that  the  learned  gentleman.  i\\% 
ronfidentiat  friend,  who  fat  next  him,  was  the  very  perfoii 
vho  ha*  firft  Aated  the  afiairs  of  the  Company  in  India  to  be 
tiinous,  and  had  dqne  it  with  an  unafdal  degree  of  authority, 
n  his  chara^er  of  Chairman  of  a  Committee,  with,  which, 
^r.  Burke  faid,  he  had  qot  had  the  fmdlleft  conne£i:ion»  With' 
egard  to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
late  of  the  produce  of  the  taxes,  Mr.  Burke  reminded  the 
ioufe,  that  there  was  a  precedent  for  fuch  a  Committee; 
lay,  that  the  right  honourable  getitletnan  had  himfelf  been  a 
nember  of  it,  and  that  fome  tyf  his  colleagties  upon  it  had  been 
ewarded  with  peerages  for  their  pains* 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  neict,  aird  defired  tliat  the  entry  from  the  Mr.  Sherl- 
journals  of  the  motion,  and  order  for  the  inflltution  of  a  <^"» 
Committee  to  inquire  rnto  the  ftate  of  the  taxes,  during  the 
ate  war,  that  had  been  moved  in  1782,  might  be  read.  It 
vas  read  accordingly,  and  it  appeared,  that  Lord  John  Ca*- 
rendifh,  as  Chatlceltor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  moved  it,  and 
)refided  at  it ;  Mt.  Wiliiim  Pit%  the  prefent  Chaticellor  of 
he  Exchequer,  William  Morton  Pitt,  Efq.  and  feveral  other 
nembers,  being  upon  it. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
dluded  to  the  idea  of  putting  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  thfe 
exchequer  into  commiffion,  he  prefumed  he  had  forgot,  that 
le  had  himfelf  fat  upon  the  cocnflniffian  into  which  the  office 
)f  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  put,  when  Lord  John 

Cavendiih 
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Cavendifh  wu  Chancellor  of  the  Ezchecjoer.  Mr.  Sberidan 
then  went  into  a  defence  of  Lord  John  Cavendi/h's  budget. 

Mr.  SiiihToh  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  ml 
nature  of  the  queftion,  which,  he  faid,  was,  whether  they 
would  rely  on  authentic  paperi,  prepared  with  all  poflible  k- 
curacy  by  the  Trcafury,  at  vouchers  that  no  taxes  were  ne- 
celTiry  to  be  impofed  thii  year  to  raife  a  fum  by  way  of  lint- 
JDB  fund)  to  be  applied  in  diminution  of  the  national  debt ;  or 
whether  they  Ibouid  appoint  a  Committee  to  go  into  a  tedw 
ous  inveAigation  of  thofe  papers,  which  would  defer  the  ik- 
ceflary  meafuret  of  finance,  fuch  as  moving  for  a  fmall  lou, 
and  propofing  a  &w  trifling  taxes  to  pay  the  intereA,  pn>- 
viding  a  fund,  and  alfo  one  per  cent,  additional  for  that  pan 
ai  the  deb'  which  yet  remained  to  be  funded,  and  for  whid 
an  intereft  of  four  per  cent*  waa  provided  laA  year,  and  fci*- 
ftttutinga  new  tax  in  the  room  of^  that  to  be  repealed  on  fol- 
tians,  for  fix  or  feven  weeks  at  leaft ;  whereas  ibefe  were  wc£ 
Icnown  to  be  meafurei  that  hi>  right  hoaoutable  friend  wonij 
be  ready  in  a  very  few  days  to  bring  forward.  Mr.  Steei: 
d^ended  Mr.  Pitt  from  the  attack  of  Mr.  Sheridan  ant)  Mr. 
Fox :  he  faid,  on  the  firft  day  the  fubjed  was  referred  to  by 
his  right  honourable  friend,  hit  right  honourable  friend  hii 
fiated  various  modes  of  computation  for  gentlemen  to  turn  13 
their  minds,  but  had  not  mentioned  any  one  upon  which  b: 
himfelf  refled.  The  queflion  was  put,  and  carried  in  thtj 
n^ative,  without  a  divition. 

Mr.  Fax  then  faid,  that  he  had  not  taken  the  (enre  of  the 
Houfe  upon  it,  as  he  found  it  would  be  more  agreeable  ta 
many  gentlemen  to  feck  the  fame  end  in  another  mode,  name- 
ly.  by  bringing  before  the  Houfe  the  fevera  I  papers  which  ib; 
Committee  h^d  been  prapofed  to  prepare  and  Aate,  they  woold 
then  be  open  to  the  conbderation  of  the  Houfe.  He  accord- 
ingly moved, 

*'  That  an  account  of  the  produce  of  the  feveral  taxes, 
"  granted  fince  the  5th  day  of  January,  1776,  for  the  yu: 
"  ending  the  5th  day  of  April,  1785."     And  alfo, 

*'  The  amount  of  the  public  debts,  as  they  ftood  at  the 
"  receipt  of  His  Majedy'i  Exchequer  on  the  5th  day  ot 
**  April,  1785,  with  the  annual  intereft  and  other  charges 
"  payable  thereon."     And  farther, 

"  That  the  amount  of  the  Exchequer  bills,  Navy  bills, 
"  Ordnance  bills,  and  other  nnfonded  debts,  be  faid  before 
*'  this  Houfe." 

The  accounts  were  ordeB|d. 
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Proceeded  to  hear  evidence  on  the  Irifli  RefolutionSy  and 
Ir.  Wedgwood  having  given  histeftimony, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  defirttl  to  know,  whether  any  more  Mr  ciian. 
itnefles  were  attending  in  fupport  of  petitions  againft  the  *^****'  '***^ 
ifli  Refolutions ;  and  being  told  there  were  not*  he  faid  the 
idenfcefeeoied  drawing  to  a  conclufion  ;  he  fhould  therefore 
>pe  the  Houfe  would  foon  be  able  to  come  to  a  decifive  vote 
I  the  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Fq*^  faid,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  any  time  of  the  ux.  Fob 
)ufe  would  be  loft  in  waiting  to  fee  whether  more  petitions 
d  evidence  were  not  meant  to  be  adduced,  as  it  would  be 
poffible  to  come  to  a  deciCon  at  all  events  before  the  holi- 
sm perhaps  not  before  the  Houfe  broke  up. 

r.  Chancellor  Pitt^  in  anfwer,  faid,  he  (hould  be  happy  j^^^  chift. 
hear  as  many  petitions  or  witnefles  as  chofe  to  come  to  the  celior  ntu 
;  but  if  no  more  came  before  Wednefday,  he  fliould  think 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe  might  be  taken  before  the  holidays,  as 
evidence  he  had  to  adduce  would  not  be  long ;  and  in  order 
bave  a  full  attendance,  he  fhould  give  a  week*s  notice  of 
fpecific  day,  and  move  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe. 

Tuefday^  May  2. 

Ir.  Alderman  Sawbridge  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
for  the  relief  of  infol  vent  debtors. 

'he  Earl  of  Surrey  feconded  the  motion,  and  leave  was 
n. 

Ir.  Alderman  SawhnJge  next  rofe  to  difcharge,  what  he  Mr.  AM. 

to  be  an  aft  of  public  duty,  though  he  acknowledged  he  Siwbridf^ 

not  flatter  himfelf  with  any  great  or  fanguine  hopes  of  fuc- 

Indeed  it  was,  he  faid,  impoffible  for  him  to  entertain 

very  fanguine  expeftations  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  carry 

>tion  for  fhortening  the  deration  of  Parliament,  after  the 

ments  that  he  had  heard  flated  with  fo  much  ability,  a  few 

flnce,  when  the  queflion  for  a  reform  of  the  reprefenta- 

of  the  people  in  that  Houfe  was  under  confideration. 

»rding  to  the  doftrines  then  laid  down,  and  which  had 

fandioned  for  the  third  or  fourth  time  with  the  triumph 

:on{iderabIe  majority,  it  had  been  unanfwerably  demon- 

^dy  as  far  as  the  fort  of  triumph  he  alluded  to  could 

nftrate  any  propofition  unanfwerably,  that  the  prefent 

itution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  the  right  and  pure 

itution^  and  fucb  as  ought  to  continue  untouched  by  the 

rude 
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rude  hand  of  reformation.    If,  therefore,  it  wjs  right,  that  a 
number  of  the  rcprefentatives  of  the  people  fhould  continue 
fo  he  appointed  by  the  Crown,  that  others  ihould  be  feated 
there  at  the  will  of  certain  great  and  npble  families,  and  the 
reft  be  obliged  to  buy  their  feats,  and  iind  their  way  into  the 
Houfe  by  bribery  and  corruption)  if  it  was  right,  that  tht 
Houfe  Ihould  exift  principally  at  the  will  of  the  Crown,  it 
certainly  would  be  troublefome  and  idle  for  gentlemen  to  be 
frequently  fent  back  to  a  frefh  eleftion  ;  and  it  would  be  much 
better  for  them  to  continue  fitting  uninterruptedly,  as^  long 
as  they  (hould,  by  their  condu£^,  pleafe  tbe  Crown  4ud  its 
Minifters;  becaufe  if  at  any  time,  by  afferting  the  rights  of 
the  people,  and  by  containing  the  fpirit  of  tlic  conftitution, 
they  (hould  chance  to  difple^fe  the  Crown  and  the  favourites 
of  the  Crown,  it  would  be  a  very  eafy  matter,  by  anexortioa 
of  the  prerogative,  to  turn  them  about  their  buunefs,  as  was 
the  cafe  lalt  year,  and  call  another  Parliament  more  fubfervient 
and  more  pliable.     Undoubtedly  to  thofe,  who  held  fuch  opi- 
nions  as  thofe  he  had  cited,  his  motion  muft  be  difagreeable  \ 
but  as  there  were  perfons  who  entertained  very  difier.ent  opi- 
nions, and  as  he,  for  one,  was  of  opinion  that  tbe  Houfe  of 
Commons  ought  to  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  the  People,  and  that,  in 
order  to  do  fo,  they  could  not  be  too  often  fent  back  to  a  new 
cleftion,  he  fhould  make  his  motion  for  (hortening  the  dura- 
tion of  Parliaments,  although  he  made  no  fcruple  to  fay  he 
entertained  no  very  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  and,  jherciore, 
he  would  take  up  no  more  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe.     He 
moved  the  proper  motion  in  form. 
The  motion  being  feconded, 
Mr.  Martin      Mr,  Martin  faid,  he  was  aware  of  the  danger  any  man  en- 
countered, of  having  what  he  advanced  turned  into  ridicule, 
when  he  rofe  to  fay  anv  thing  in  that  Houfe  which  had  the 
real  good  of  the  people  fpr  its  foundation.     He  was  confcious 
-  of  his  own  inability,  and  never  rofe  to  fpeak  in  the  Houfe 
without  great  awe  and  embarfaflment ;  he  would  neverthelefs 
do  his  duty,  not  confidering  inability  to  make  fine  fpeeches 
in  that  Houfe  was  an  abfolute  proof  that  any  man  wa§  either 
a  fool  or  a  knave  ;  but  in  regard  to  the  converfe  of  the  propo- 
fition,  he  had  heard  very  nne  fpeeches  from  feme  gentlemeji 
of  whofe  honefty  he  did  not  enjtertain  the  highefl  opinion.    He 
fliould,  therefore,  on  the  prelent  occafiou  declare,  that  he 
fteadily  adhered  to  the  opmion  he  4iad  always  avowed,  and 
was  for  rtiortening  the  duration  of  Parliajnents,  as  well  as  for 
a  reform  in  the  reprefentation.     He  faid,  he  had  fcen  wit,  abi- 
lity,  buffoonery  and  difputation  employed,  wlicn  the  latter 

queftioii 
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oeflion  was  tinder  difcuifioDy  to  bear  down  juflice,  reafoni 
id  common  fenfe ;  he  flattered  himfelf,  however,  the  argu- 
lents  to  which  he  alluded  were  treated  by  the  people  without 
)ors  with  the  contempt  and  indignation  they  merited.  Much 
refs,  heobferved,  had  been  laid  on  the  circumftance  of  there  • 
3t  being  many  petitions  on  the  table ;  there  was,  however, 
le  petition  which  applied  as  well  to  the  prefent  queftion  as 
>  that  of  parliamentary  reform ;  that  petition,  the  noble  . 
ord  in. the  blue  nbband  had  read  with  a  tone  and  emphafiSf 
at  he  owned  deceived  him  into  an  opinion  for  the  moment, 
at  the  noble  Lord,  who  bad  proved  himfelf  to  be  the  ready 
ider  of  oppofitjoR  on  all  occafions,  where  any  thing  lika  a 
form  was  propofed,  had  fuddcnly  become  a  convert,  and 
santtofupport  themotionof  that  day  ;  unfortunately,  that 
d  not  proved  to  be  the  cafe  ;  and  that,  perhaps,  hecaufe  at 
e  head  of  the  fubfcnbers  to  the  petition  in  queftion  (he 
sant,  he  faid,  the  Nottingham  petition)  was  the  name  of  a 
ntleman,  whom^  the  noble  {^ord  poflibly  hated,  becaufe  he 
is  a  man  of  gteat  political  integrity,  and  a  very  fincere  friend 

the  purity  of  the  couftitution.     He  defired  to  have  the 
Dttingham  petition  read,  as  it  wasihort,  and  applied  to  the 
sfent  qiieflion; 
It  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Martinthen  proceeded  with  his  argument ;  and  he  con* 
ided  with  reading,  as  a  part  of  his  fpeech,  an  extrad  from  a 
iter  of  eminence  on  the  conftitution. 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  faid,  he  did  not  go  fo  far  as  the  honour-  The  Evlof 
5  gentlenufi  who  made  the  motion,  and  fome  others  did,  Stt«w7» 
m  the  fubje£t.     Had  the  Houfe  acceded  to  the. proportion 
I  reform  in*  the  reprefentation,  fo  ably  argued  by  the  right 
lourable  gentleman   oppofite    to   him,   he    Aiould  have 
ught  the  prelpnt  motion,  in  a  great  meafure,  unneccflary^ 
aufe,   if  the  Parliament  was  made  pure,  and  that  Houfe 
;  to  he  a  true  reprefentation  of  the  People,  as  it  ought  to  be,         V 
fliould  think  there  w^s  not  any  danger  likely  to  arife  from 
fitting  feven,  or  even  more  years ;  but  not  having  beea 
;  to  obtain  a  reform,  he  ihould  vote  for  the  prefent  motion, 
he  improvement  to  be  looked  for  next,  and  next  to  be 
red. 
ir  EAvard  JJlley  declared  he  fhould  vote  for  the  queftion,  Sir  IMwtrl 

aftigned  his  reafons  for  it.     He  faid,  that  if  one  Parlia-  Aft'«y« 
It  could  make  fuch  a  direft  violation  of  the  conftitution  at 
afs  a  feptennial  bill,  and  give  themfelyes  the  power  of  ftt* 

for  -ai  longer  period  than  thofe  they  reprefented  chofe 
3  for,  another  Parliament  might  pals  a  bill  authoriiing" 
OL.  XVUI.  Z  themfclves 


themfelves  to  fit  twenty  or  twenty-one  years ;  in  which  cife 
the  Crown  might  get  the  Houfe  ot  Commons  entirely  into  ni 
own  htnds,  and  thns  effedii^ly  deftroy  the  conllitutioa. 
The  qudlion  was  pat,  and  the  Honfe  divided. 
Ayes,        -        -         58 
Noes,      -  -       1 42 

Widnffdaj,  Maj  4. 
Fioceeded  to  bear  evidence  in  the  Iriih  Refolotiont. 

Tburftkj^  Maj  5. 

,.  Lord  Penhrjn  faid,  he  had  3  petition  in  his  hand  from  Stt- 
phen  Fuller,  Efij.  the  agent  for  the  jlland  of  Jamaica,  whid 
he  Hiould  move  to  bring  up,  but  he  would  prcvioully  reaijllic 
petition  to  the  Houfe.  His  Lordfhip  read  it  accordingly, 
and  it  alledged,  that  the  reTidents  of  the  iOand  felt  great  ln- 
eonveniencies  in  confequence  of  their  being  deprived  oftk 
intfrcourfe  they  had  carried  on  with  America  previous  totbt 
laftwar;  it  {lated  in  what  particulars  thefe  inconveniencici ; 
prefled  moft,  and  prayed  the  Houfe  to  grant  fuch  relief  is « 
[heir  wifdom  Oiould  in  the  nature  of  the  cafe  appear  proper. 

The  petition  was  brought  up  and  read,  when  it  was  ordotj 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A.  Mr.  M,  A.  Tayhr  Tofe  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  abj 
for  the  better  regulation  of  courts  of  confcience  for  rendericij 
their  fen tences  more  equal,  and  for  aboliftiing  certain  feeSM' 
payable  to  jailers  by  thofe  who  are  imprifoned  inconfequeoe. 
of  not  having  complied  with  the  awards  of  fOch  coam. 
Mr.  Taylor  faid,  it  would  be  neceffary  for  him  to  flatc  tht 
olyefls  of  the  hill  he  intcndeJ  to  bring  in,  the  better  to  enite 
the  Houfe  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  granting  the  leave  \t 
fiicant  10  move  for,  and  he  would  do  it  in  one  or  two  minuts 
He  then  g.ive  a  fliort  liidory  of  the  origin  and  increifee 
courts  of  conferences,  tracing  tlifm  down  from  the  reign  (■' 
Harry  the  Eighth  to  the  prelent  time.  He  faid,  the  grounii 
on  which  he  relied  the  necefTity  for  fuch  a  bill  as  he  flioi)l;| 
propofe,  were  the  very  unequal  punifhmentf  fuflered  in  coi- 
lequencc  of  not  complying  with  the  awards  of  the  differs: 
courts  of  confcience,  and  the  extravagant  fees  taken  by  ik 
jailers.  Pcrfoiis  who  were  ordered  to  pay  from  ten  fhiJIinf 
and  fix  pence  up  to  forty,  fulFered  as  long  imprifonment,  im 
pajdas  large  fees  as  thofe  who  owed  four  times  the  fum.  Ti- 
teen  Oiitlings  and  eight  pence,  he  faid,  was  frequently  tatrt 
by  jailers  of  perfons  whole  debt  was  no  more  than  twdn 

{hillings 
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hillings,  a  cuftom  obvioufly  oppreflive  and  vrnjuft,  and  which 
le  would  venture  to  fay,  was  unwarranted  by  any  flatute  now 
n  exifience,  and  depended  altogether  on  what  the  jnilers 
ermedy  prefcriptive  right.  In  confequence  of  the  fjBv^riiy 
nd  inequality  of  the  puni(hment$  fuffered  under  awards  of 
ourts  of  confcience  many  thoufands  of  his  Majtfty's  fubjedls,  ^ 
e  faid,  had  lingered  a  long  time  in  prifon  for  debts  of  a  tnfling 
mount,  and  would  have  done  fo  to  this  day^  hut  for  the  in* 
^itution  of  a-  benevolent  fociety,  who  had  adminiftered  relief  • 
3  numbers  of  debtors  of  the  defcription  he  alluded  to.  Mr. 
"ayler  concluded  with  making  the  proper  motion  for  leavp  to 
ring  it  in. 

I^ord  BeauchAiop  feconded  the  motion. 

Sir  Jo/epb  Mawbey  exprefled  his  concurrence  with  the  mo-  Sir  jofepk 
on,  and  ftated  what  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Court  of  Con-  MawUy. 
:ience  in  the  JSorough  ;  and  the    regulations  th;it  he  had 
lOved  to  have  eftabliihed  by  a  bill,  while  he  had  the  honour 
}  reprefent  Southwark* 

Leave  was  given. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  gave  notice,  that  as  there  remained  only  Mr.  chtn. 
ne  more  petition  (that  from  Stafford)  to  be  heard,  and  as  the  ^*^^^^  **»^'* 
sridence  thus  far  taken  was  nearly  printed  and  ready  to  be 
iAributed,  he  conceived  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  bring  this 
afinefs  to  a  queAion  on  Thurfday  next.  Unlefs  more  peti- 
ons  were  deiigned  to  be  prefented  from  perfons  praying  to  be 
sard  againft  the  Propofitions,  and  the  only  one  he  had  heard 
ie  fmalleft  mention  of,  was  a  petition  from  Liverpool ;  but 
f  thatj  perhaps^  the  noble  Lord  oppofite  to  him  could  give 
le  Hpufe  fome  information. 

Lord  PenrbynfaXA^.h^  expefled  a  petition  from  Liverpool  tora  Pca- 
rery  day.     He  knew  there  was  one  coming,  and  that  the  rhjrn. 
rayer  ot  it  was,  that  the  petitioners  might  be  heard  by  them*^ 
Ibes  and  counfel  againft  the  proportions. 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  he  would  take  this  occafion  to  apprife  the  Mr.  Eden, 
[oufe  of  his  intention  in  a  day  or  two  to  move  for  an  account . 
-  all  articles  of  Irifli  confumption  charged  in  Ireland  with  an 
ternal  duty  on  the  manufa£ture,  or  a  duty  on  the  material ; 
r  thought  it  candid  to  make  a  previous  mention  of  this,  as  it 
ivolved  a  confideration  of  fome  little  intricacy,  and  of  great 
iportance.  If  gentlemen  would  take  the  trouble  to  advert 
)  the  fifth  propofition  of  the  Irifli  Parliament,  they  would 
id  that  the  Britifli  manufaftures  imported  into  Ireland,  after 
opting  that  propofition,  would  be  ob]ige4  not  only  to  pay 
e  prelent  duties  charged  in  Ireland  on  Britifh  manufaCtares^ 
It  additional  duties  adequate  to  the  duty  on  the  material  ufed 

Z  a  « 
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Mr.  Francis  faidy  he  rofe  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  therefult  Mr.Francif 
of  his  examination  of  the  feveral  accounts  of  the  Eafl-lndia 
Company's  eflabliihments  abroad,  which  had  beenlaid  before 
them  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  twelve  months,  fome  of  them 
in  obedience  to  the  late  a£l  of  Parliament^  and  others  by  or- 
der of  the  Houfe:  that  he  meant  to  ilare  fads  as  he  touncl 
them,  with  very  little  obfervation  upon  them ;  becaufe  he  be- 
Jieved  the  fafts  would  appear  not  only  perfedlly  intelligible 
of  thcmfelvesy  but  that  they  would  lead  the  Houfe  at  once  to 
every  concluiion  that  he  could  propofe  to  draw  from  them* 
and  make  their  own  impreflion  fufficiently  deep,  without  the 
afliftance  of  any  arguments  of  his :  one  preliminary  obferva^ 
tion  only  was  nece£uiry ;  that,  for  want  of  materials  refpefl- 
ing  Madras  and  Bombay,  what  he  was  going  to  ftate  would 
be  for  the  moft  part  confined  to  the  eftablifhments  in  Benga), 
and  to  the  refources  or  difficulties  of  the  Company's  a.inirs 
in  that  quarter.    It  was*  the  only  part  of  India  in  which  a 
refource  exifted,  or  from  which  the  mofl  diflant  hope  of  re- 
trieving their  ajSairs  could  be  formed.    In  every  other  quarter 
the  diltrefs  eziiled  without  the  refource :  Fort  St.  George 
and  Bombay  hung  upon  Bengal  for  their  daily  exiflence,  their 
eftabllflimeots  would  exhaufl  a  great  revenue,  and  they  }iad 
none  :  they  were  overwhelmed  with  enormous  debts,  which 
increafed  every  day,  and  they  had  not  a  rupee  of  their  own 
to  pay  either  principal  or  interefl.    It  followed  then,  that 
in  confining  himfelf  at   prefeut   to  the  date  of  Bengal,  he 
looked  at  the  Company's  affairs  abroad  in  the  moA  favourably 
point  of  view.     If  in  that  quarter  their  diftrefles  were  great 
and  increafing,  if  in  that  quarter  their  refources  were  de- 
clining and  their  debts  accumulating  every  day,  the  Houl'e  • 
n>ight  judge  from  thence  what  their  fituation  muft  be  at 
Fort  5t*  .George  and  at  Bombay,     The  ail  of  Farhament  re* 
quiredj  that  a  perfe&  lift  of  all  civil  and  military  eflabiiih- 
ments  Ihpuld  be  produced ;  whereas  he  undertook  to  fhew, 
that  the  various  accounts  which  had  been  lately  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  of  the  Company's  eftablifhments  in  Bengal,  were 
defe£live,  conlradi^ory,  and  fallacious.     In  this  place  Mr, 
Francis  ftated  a  variety  of  omiftions  in  tlie  account  of  the  ci-. 
▼il  eftabliftiment  of  Bengal ;  and  obferved,  that  although  the 
whole  civil  eftabliihment  was  ftated  in  one  account  at  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  927,945!.  and  although  this  account  profef&d 
to  include,  as  it  ought  to  do,  and  as   the  Houfe  undoubtedly 
expefted  it  would  do,  every  expence  in  the  civil  dcpnrtment 
many  articles  or  heads  of  expence  were  left  blank,  that  is,  with 
xiothmg  dated  but  profits  unknown,  which  he  computed  mo- 
derately 
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dentriy  at  100,000!.  a  year.  Or.e  cftaWifliinent,  the  nidna 
he  faiil,  was  completely  omittfi;  yet  it  ftood  in  the  Bw; 
ellrmaies  for  1783  and  17S4,  at  above  8o,ooot.  a  year.  Wh 
fort  of  mfoiraition  was  this  to  be  given  to  ParlratncDt,  ill! 
puqwfe  of  calling  for  it  was  to  know  the  real  exptnc^;' 
compare  the  expenc*  with  the  fervice,  and  Irom  liicnj;: 
proceed  to  rcfotmation  and  retrenchment?  HowwersiV 
10  retrench,  or  wh.it  were  iTiey  to  leive,  when  in  forot.^ 
ftances,  they  onl^  knew  the  employment  and  office,  wiik: 
ihefaliry  and  emoluments ;  and  when,  in  others,  the  irj 
eftablifliment  was  completely  kept  out  of  fight.  S011.J 
for  defetls  anil  omiflicns. 

He  then  pro:ccd(d  to  the  head  of  contradidJions  — T:; 
there  were  on  the  table  tlirec  fiatements  of  one  and  the  ixi 
fdablilhment,  viz.  the  civil  cftablilh-nent  of  Bengilf- 
Jrft  was,  an  ellimate  made  Sy  the  Direilors  on  the  \i^: 
February  1784,  350,000!,  On  this  eftitnate  they  four^i 
fome  very  imjtortant  conclufions  with  rcfpedl  to  the  hi: 
tlieir  finances,  the  annual  prowifion  of  an  invefttnent,  m' 
the  furplus  which  their  revenues  in  Bengal  were  toed: 
and  which  they  depended  on  as  a  finking  fund  for  the  difcU; 
of  their  debts.  The  fecond  account,  containing  the  parK 
lars  of  the  fame  etoblifhment,  was  laid  before  the  Hoot: 
the  jth  of  February  hft,  and  this  made  it,  927,045!.  Ti 
third  account,  which  was  produced  the  nth  of  faft  Diwl 
ftated  it  at  616,556!.;  and  he  informed  the  Houfe,  ti£ 
fourth  account  of  the  fame  eftabliftment  exited,  whicM 
made  out  in  November  laft  for  the  ufe  of  the  Direflon, » 
which  difi^ered  from  all  the  reft;  that  made  it  764,451!.' 
That  gentlemen  fhould  obferve  how  thefe  various  accto 
tallied,  the  Direflors  in  February  1784,  efiimate  theird 
eftabli^ment  at  350,0001.  and  at  that  moment  s  nuts 
purpofe  was  to  be  anfwered  by  it.  In  November  follod 
their  accountant  made  out  an  account  of  particulars,  ^■' 
more  than  doubled  that  cftimate.  Another  account  wasf 
duced  in  February  laft,  which  almoft  tfeblpd  tjiat  eftiio^ 
anil,  finally,  a  fourth  account  was  produced  laft  month,  "- 
differed  from  all  the  reft,  and  which  fjduced  the  amount 
6:6,556!.  On  thefe  fafls,  he  alked,  whether  any  conlifc 
was  to  be  placed  in  fuch  contradiflory  accounts  f  WliJt" 
informalion  did  they  gi*v;  wli at  proceeding  could  he  fe 
fourided  upon  them  ?  It  would  he  faid,  perhaps,  that  w 
charges  had  been  erroneoufly  carried  to  the  civil  ac«' 
which  ought  to  have  been  placed  to  the  military.  ': 
as  much  mutl  be  added  to  the  one   fide  as  was  ded^r 
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)ai  the  other.  Bat  he  (iid  not  beliieve  that  to  be  the  cafe ; 
d,  if  it  Were,  it  only  followed,  that  both  accounts  wereet'* 
fieous.  The  Governor's  body  guard  made  part  of  the  ftace 
the  government.  It  never  took  the  field,  and,  he  believed^ 
1  always  been  confidered  as  belonging  to  the  civil  eftabliili-* 
nt  of  the  Preiidency.  That  this,  however,  was  but  a  petty 
ick  in  fucb  a  total. 

VIr.  Francis  then  proceeded  to  the  military  eftabliflimeat* 
e  account  laid  before  the  Houfe  on  the  7th  of  February 
,  /lated  the  annual  exiiling  charge  at  1,078,5101.  which» 
iffirmed,  was  not  half  the  real  expence :  as  foon  as  he  faw  it, 
lad  expreiTed  his  aflonifhment  at  fo  fudden  and  fo  great  a 
iflion  of  the  military  expence,  which  in  the  lad  Bengal 
nate  ftood  at  268  lacks  and  a  half,  that  is  very  little 
t  of  three  millions,  befides  an  arrear  of  feventy-two  lacks, 
ing  in  all  above  three  millions  and  half,  was  now  fuddenly. 
iced  to  one  million.  On  that  occafion  the  Houfe  werd 
that  redudions  had  a£lu ally  taken  place  wh^ch  would 
unt  for  the  difference.  He  afked  what  authority  tlicre 
from  Bengal  to  vouch  for  fuch  reductions,  and  found 
?  was  none.  Tlie  eftimate  of  the  year  1784-5  was  not 
vedj  confequently  the  account  muil  have  Lcen  made 
y  mere  conjedlure  and  fpeculation  at  the  India  Houft. 
lonourable  gentleman,  who  was  always  very  good  to  him, 
fled  to  wonder  how  he  in  particular  could  have  a  doubt 
the  fubje£l.  He  allowed  him,  Mr.  Francis  faid,  eveiv 
knowledge  of  the  fubjedl  than  he  pretended  to  poflefs, 
e  charitable  purpofe  of  leading  the  Houfe  to  this  infe- 
,  and  of  leaving  this  imprefTion  on  their  mind,  that* he 
peaking  agatnft  his  better  knowledge,  and  ading  againil 
>nvi6tion«  That  the  eflimatc  cf  1784-5  was  at  lail 
J,  and  the  Houfe  had  now  got  poffelion  of  it.  That 
ht  to  have  been  made  upfooner,  and  to  have  been  in 
fid  many  months  ago ;  it  was  dated  the  22d  of  Novem- 
1.  That  it  ought  to  confirm  the  account  of  exifting  • 
•y  charges  delivered  in  by  the  Court  of  Dire<5lors,  and 
h1  for  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  that  the 
would  find  that  juft  the  contrary  was  true.  The 
e  for  the  year  ending  the  firll  of  May  1785,  that  is,. 
ompJete  year  of  peace,  was  at  2,320,1491.  12s.  cxclu- 
an  arrear  of  578,1241.  which  made  the  whole  military 
of  the  year  2,898,2731.  I2S.  Inflead  of  this  fum, 
wras  the  true  one,  the  Direftors  tell  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
:hat  the  charge  of  the  Bengal  army  is  only  1,078,5101. 

Wa< 
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Was  tills  a  faft  or  not?  Was  he  juftified  in  faying  that  the 
acaiunt  was  groflly  fallacious. 

f  rom  thefe  falfe  contradiftory  accounts,  Mr.  Fraticis  turn- 
ed to  the  real  ftate  of  their  finances  in  Bengal,  as  he  found 
it  exhibited  in  the  eftimatc  drawn  up  by  that  government  in 
Novcinber  laft.     It  was  not  likely  that  they  fhould  under- 
value their  refources,  or  over- rate  their  diftrcfles.     He  re- 
minded the  Houfe,  that  the  eftimate  of  the  preceding  year,  that 
is,  of  the  year  ending  in  May  1784,  fhewed  a  deficiency  of 
fifty-fix  lackr,  or  about  6oo,OOol.;  that  he  had  fpoken  of 
this  as  a  moft  alarming  circumftance.    By  way  of  fatisfadion 
it  had  been  then  faid,  that  that  eftimate  did  in  effeS  provide 
for  a  war  eftablifliment ;  that  it  included  all  the  arrears  and 
windings   up  of  the  waf;  and  that  the  deficiency  of  fifty- 
fix  lacks  would  he  made  good  in  the  fucceeding  year.    That 
the  Houfe  now  had  the  eftimate  of  the  fucceeding  year;  and 
this  certainly  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  year  of  peace. 
But  this  year,  inftead  of  making  good  former  deficiences, 
outran  all  former  extravagance.     The  refources  were  ftated 
at  about  fix  hundred  and  twelve  lacks,  or  above  fix  millioos 
and  a  half;  the  expences  are  feven   hundred '  and  fixty-one 
Jacks,  or  about  eight  millions ;  confequently  the  defipiency 
of  this  fingle  year  of  peace,  of  ceconomy,  of  faving,  of-rp* 
trenchment,  of  furplus,  was  no  lefs  than  a  million  and  a  half 
flerling. 

Above  fourteen  months  ago,  the  Direftors  told  the  Houfe, 
»that    in  the  eftimate  of   1783-4,   the   Bengal  government 
*•  had  charged  every  debt  due  by  the  Companv  in  BengsJ, 
**  the  principal  of  the  bond  debt  excepted ;  and  had  ftated  all 
'•  their  civil  and  military  expences,  including  thofe  of  the  de- 
**  tnchments  ferving  in  the  other  Prefidencies,*  according  to 
•*  their  higheft  V,rar  eftabiifhments,  up  to  the  ift  of  May 
**  1784,  although  redudions  had  been  made  in  thofe  efta- 
•*  bliftiments,   which,    within  that  period,   would  begin  to 
"  operate  confiderably."    The  Dir^ftors  farther  afturcd  the 
Houfe,  that  '<  they  did  not  fre  any  reafon  to  doubt,  but  in 
•*  the  year  ending  the  ift  of  Mfly  1785,  the  commercial  pro- 
•'  fit  on  fait  and  opium,  and  the  money  received  for  certih- 
**  cates  payable  in  England,  would  be  applicable  to  commer'* 
**  cial  purpofes,  and  a  very  confiderabic  furplus  of  revenue 
•*  remain  to  be  apolied  in  aid  of  the  other  fettlements,  fhould 
"  they  ftil!  need  fuch  aid,  or  in  difchargc  of  the  bond  debt.** 
They  faid,  that  the  refources,  derived  from  the  revenues  in 
India,  were  now  in  a  train  of^  confiderabic  improvement.  — 
Nocwithftanding  all  thefe  prod^fes,  the  fa£t  was,  that  in  this 
I  boaAed 
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»oafted  year  of  peace  aiid  profperity,  the  expences  of  fiSengal 
ppeared  on  the  face  of  the  two  eftiinates  to  fall  ihort  of  the 
•receding  year  by  only  twenty-eight  lacks;  but  that  in  1783 

hundred  lacks  were  allbtted  to  the  invefiroent,  whereas  in 
784-5,  aniy  forty-^five  lacks  were  fo  allotted.  If»  therefore, 
he  inveftnient  was  deducted  out  of  both  edimatei,  it  would 
ppear^  on  a  comparifon  of  the  remaining  expencs  of  the  two 
'ears,  that  thofe  of  the  laft  year  exceed  thofe  of  the  former 
►y  twenty-feven  lacks.  That  the  Diredtors,  in  their  eftimate 
>f  the  14th  of  February  1784,  had  promifed  and  engaged  to 
he  Houfe,  that  there  would  be  in  theenfuing  year  (that  is 
rom  the  30th  of  April  1784,  to  thefirft  of  May,  1785)  a  net 
arplus  01  revenue  in  Bengal,  to  the  amount  of  1,194,6891. 
xclufive  of  the  net  produce  of  fait  and  opilim/  which  they 
tated  at  450,0001.;  thefe  two  fums,  amounting  to  1,644,6891. 
nade  the  net  furplus  of  the  year,  according  to  the  Directors. 
The  real  deficiency  turned  out  to  he  1,676,41x1.,  which, 
dded  to  the  fuppofed  furplus,  convifled  the  Directors  of  a 
iiifcalculatioa  in  the  refources  and  diiburfements  of  one  year^ 
nd  in  one  of  their  governments  only,  to  the  amou^  of 
;,32i,iool.  The  HoUfe  now  faw  the  event  of  thefe  fallaci- 
ous promifes ;  in  a  year  of  peace,  their  expences  in  fiengal 
xceeded  their  refources  by  a  minion  and  a  half;  the  bonded 
ebt  in  Bengal  amounted  to  two  millions,  and  thefe  were 
t  thirty  per  cent,  difcount.  The  orders  on  the  Treafury 
inpaid  amounted  to  144  lacks  of  current  rupees,  including 
he  intereil  due  on  the  bonds,  which  made  about  a  million 
nd  a  half,  and  thefe  Treafury  orders  were  at  fifteen  per  cent, 
ifcount.  Every  fervice,  civil  and  military,  was  enormoufly 
1  arrear :  in  fa^,  there  was  no  circulation  of  fpecie  in  Ben* 
al.  With  refpedk  to  the  promifed  improvement  of  the  re- 
ources  of  Bengal  within  itfelf,  the  true  way  to  try  that 
[uedion  would  be,  to  deduf):  all  draughts  on  the  Direflors 
•ut  of  both  eftimates,  and  then  compare  the  remaining  re* 
3urces  of  the  two  years.  By  this  operation,  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  the  refources  of  the  laft  year  fall  fhort  of  thofe  of 
he  preceding,  to  the  amount  of  current  rupees  3,252,785, 
►r  about  350,000!.  fterling.  When  the  Houfe  heard  that 
he  expences  of  the^  year  were  charged  at  761  lacks  of  rupees, 
hey  would  conclude  of  courfe,  that  a  confidernhle  fum  was 
Alotted  to  the  inveftment,  yet  no  more  than  forty- five  lacks 
vas  lb  allotted,  twenty-two  lacks  of  which  were  replaced  by 
>ills  on  the  Diredlors :  the  Houfe  would  conclude,  that  at 
tiCt  a  provifion  was  made  for  a  remittance  to  China. 

Vol.  XVIIL  A  a  The 
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The  Court  of  Directors  in  their  fix-yean  eAliraW,  m 
oned  upon  fi50,oool.  a  year  from  Bengal  to  China:  t 
ha  was,  there  was  sot  a  fingle  rupee  provided  or  appru 
ated  to  that  lervice :  that  the  produce  of  fait  this  yui  > 
taken  only  at  thirty  lacki,  whereas  in  the  preceding  y 
it  ftood  at  fifty-two;  and  that  the  opium  produced  orilyil' 
lacks,  (feventy-fix  thouland  rupees)  inlVead  of  feven  U 
at  which  it  ftood  in  1783.  What  the  caufe  might  h 
this  fu^den  and  extracrdinary  diminution  in  the  produt 
fait  and  opium,  which  they  had  fpolcen  of  with  lb  ic' 
oflentat'.on  hj;  did  not  know;  but  it  was  a  verynuie 
circumltaiice.  The  Court  of  DireAors,  in  their  iii« 
eilimate,  had  taken  credit  annually  for  450,000).  uibt? 
ducc  of  thefe  monopolies,  and  had  appropriated  it  to  ^ 
tommercial  fund.  In  the  firft  place,  the  produce  fell  t 
by  one  half  of  what  they  expeded,  and  whatever  iin: 
be,  the  whole  was  thrown  into  the  general  fund,  u 
which  it  neither  was  nor  could  he  feparated  for  any  tit 
Tcrvice,  To  that  amount,  therefore,  the  fix-years  efJ 
was  annually  defeilive.  On  the  fubjeft  of  the  Oii.'^ 
veftmfnt  he  had  a  queftion  to  a(k,  which  was  natuta'h  1 
gelled  hy  the  mention  ^f  the  fait  monopoly.  The  ^ 
eftimate  made  no  provision  for  China,  but  the  Direflc:ii 
culate  on  250,00,01.  for  that  fervice,  to  be  remitted  by  fe 
The  qucftion  ilierefoi'e  was,  by  what  means  the  fh::. 
ve/hnent  of  this  year  was  to  be  provided?  The  Com]wi 
fent  out  eighteen  (hips,  whofe  cargoes  of  tea  only,  i^' 
no  invef^inent  of  raw  fi!k,  wfiild  come  to  540,oK- 
30,0001.  per  ftiip.  Tjw  arJs  this  fum  the  lead  and  "« 
lent  from  England  went  h^-A  a  little  way,  and  the  Crc; 
hid  fent  I'ttlu  or  no  bullion.  How  was  the  differencf 
p'.ovid;-Gt  Mr.  Francis  concluded,  recapitulating  th;' 
cip: '  i  :l1s  en  which  the  motion  he  propofed  to  offn' 
Houfe  was  founded.  Thai  he  had  faid,  that  the  tt' 
and  accounts  on  the  table  were  defefttvc,  cootradiflir 
&llacious;  he  hod  ihewn,  that  in  fome  inftances,  they: 
officers  and  cmploymenti  withoHt  falaries,  and  in  ^ 
omitted  the  eftablimmcnt  entirely :  that  there  wete  fsi 
fcrent  actcunls  made  up  in  one  year  of  the  fame  eiW 
nient;  thai  they  had  flated  the  eftahlilhment  of  tht  a" 
much  lels  than  half  the  re^l  expence  ;  and  finally,  it^ 
Diiedors  had  talien  credit  for  a  furplus  of  rcveiiue  •' 
amount  of  a  million  and  a  half,  when  in  fa<£l  there  wi 
&:iency  to   that  amount,  which  provod  an  e^ror  « 
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CIS  in  one  year's  revenue  in  bengal;  that  falfe  informal 
iras  worfe  than  none.     In  abfolute  darknefs  there  wa$ 
of  fecurity  in  {landing  flill,  but  by  falfe  lights  men 
led  to  deflruflion  ;  that  Parliament  and  the  nation  had 
groffly  deceived;  that  the  deception  ought  to  be  cleared 
Tliere  was  one  way  of  tracing  it  to  its  fource,  which 
eant  to  propofe;  and  that  in  purfuing  this  inquiry,  he 
lOt  doubt  that  he  fliould  have  the  fupport  of  the  Chan-, 
r  of  the  Exchequer,  who  had  very  lately  declared,  that, 
latters  of  public  account  every  idea  of  concealment  and 
life  was  pernicious  and  dilgraceful.     His  intention  was 
love  for  a  committee  to  inveftigate  and  to  ftate  errors, 
Eons,  and  contradictions,  which  appeared  upon  the  face 
he  accounts.     That  inquiry  would   throw  a  new  light 
a  the  real  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs;   the  Houfe 
lid  then  fee  whether  the  hopes,  the  promifes,  and  the  af-» 
ions,  which  had  been  boldly  held  out  to  Parliament,  con- 
ning the  profperous  ftate  or  the  Company's  affairs,  had  any 
indation  or  not;  and  when  they  knew  the  truth,  the  Houle 
uld  know  how  to  aft :  He  therefore  moved, 
"  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  cofidera- 
tion  the  feveral  lifts'and  ftatements  of  the  expence  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company's  eftablifhments  in  India,  which  have 
b^en  laid  before  this  Houfe  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
year  1785,  by  the  Court  of  Direftors  of  the  faid  Com- 
pany; and  alfo  the  eft i mate  of  the  probable  receipts  and 
dift)urfements  of  the  Bengal  government  for  the  year  end- 
ing the  firft  of  May  1785,  which  has  fince  been  received 
and  laid  before  this  Houfe,  and  to  compare  the  faid  feve- 
ral papers  with  each  other,  and  alfo  with  the  eftimatcs  and 
ftatements  laid  b^&re  this  Houfe  by  the  faid  Court  of 
Directors  in  the  courfe  of  the*  laft  year  1784,  and  to  report 
to  this  Houfe  the  refult  of  fuch  comparifons,  with  their 
obfervations  thereupon." 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith  (Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Mr.  N«ib- 
ireftois)  rofe  to  controvert  the  fafts  alledged  by  Mr.  ^"***^* 
rancjs,  which,  if  true,  he  faid,  would  amount  to  accufa-^ 
cms  of  a  deep  and  criminal  nature  againft  the  Court  of  Di- 
iftors  and  himfelf,  but  he  trufted  tlieir  conduct  would  be 
»und  clear  and  proper.  With  regard  to  the  ^ftimates  that 
ad  at  different  periods  been  prei'ented  by  tlie  Directors  to 
lat  Houfe,  great  pains  had  been  taken  to  make  them  with 
.1  poffible  precifion  and  accuracy.  It  was  true,  that  the 
refcnt  eftimate  gf  the  probable  refpurces  and  din>urfemei\is 
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of  the  Bengal  government,  exceeded  the  eftimates  prefented 
laft  year,  and  the  reafon  was  this:  the  peace  was  not  con- 
cluded fo  early  in  India  as  was  expe£ted^  and  the  eftimates 
of  laft  year  were  made  out  upon  an  idea,  that  every  thing 
could  by  that  time  have  been  put  upon  a  peace  eflablimment ; 
whereas  in  h€t  the  full  war  eftablifliment  was  continued  for 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  year,  which  of  courfe  caufed  a  great 
excefs  of  dtfburfements*  Exclufive  of  that  circumftance,  Mr. 
Smith  faid,  there  was  no  other  error  in  the  prefent  eftimates, 
but  a  fingle  roiftake,  which  was,  that  feveral  articles  were 
put  under  the  head  of  civil  department,  that  fhould  properly 
have  been  ranged  under  the  head  of  general  department.  — 
When  the  eftimates  were  looked  to,  that  would  appear,  and 
then  it  would  be  feen  that  thearrearsof  the  army  were  among 
the  difburfements,  from  the  ift  of  May  1784,  to  the  ift  of 
May  1785.  In  anfwer  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Francis,  that 
the  Dire£tors  had  not  given  an  account  of  all  the  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  of  the  Company  in  India;  he  begged  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  recollect,  that  the  eftimate  on  the 
table  was  an  eftimate  delivered  for  the  ftrft  time  to  that 
Houfe,  in  compliance  with  the  diredion  of  an  zA  of  Parlia- 
ment pafted  only  laft  feiBon.  The  making  it  out,  therefore, 
was  a  new  matter,  and  attended  with  fome  difficulty;  he  could 
alTure  the  Hs^k^  however,  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  have  it  correct,  but  the  Direflors  were  neceilarily 
obliged  to  ground  it  on  the  information  they  received  from 
Bengal,  and  there  were  feveral  officers  whofe  emoluments 
they  had  not  received  accounts  of  yet  from  India.  Mr  Smith 
faid,  tlie  eftimate  of  the  next  year,  he  doubted  not,  would 
wear  a  different  afpe£t,  as  the  whole  of  the  army,  &c.  would 
be  upon  a  peace  eftabliftiment,  and  the  Directors  had  fen t  out 
the  moft  dirr6k  and  pofitive  orders,  to  have  the  reduclions 
carried  fo  low,  as  from  200  lacks  to  120  lacks.  What  alfo 
induced  him  to  think  flatteringly  of  the  growing  profj*;  rity 
of  the  Company,  was,  the  great  increafe  in  the  produce  of 
their  fales  at  home,  efpecially  of  teas,  which  had  put  them 
fo  much  in  cjfli,  that  the  warrants  were  already  fignetl  for 
the  payment  of  500,000!.  in  part  of  the  funi  due  to  govern- 
ment lor  Jut  its,  which  debt  they  were  not  obliged  to  pay  yet 
unlefs  Ony  chofe  it.  Mf.  Smith  fpoke  in  fanguine  hopes  of 
the  gro«\in2  profi>erity  of  the  Company. 
Mr.Frascik  Mr.  Francis  in  reply  faid,  he  had  only  received  what  he 
in  a  particijlar  n^Mii^er  had  deprecated,  and  difire»l  might  not 
be  urged  in  reply  to  him,  viz.  loofe  and  general  te^ToningSy 

founded 
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bunded  on  promifes  for  the  future,  and  not  an  attempt  even 
o  account  for  the  hSts  that  were  paft.  Mr;  Francis  cuvfor'tlj 
ouched  upon  the  principal  charges,  to  which  he  had  pledged 
limfelfy  and  faid,  heconfidered  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable 
deputy  Chairman  of  the  Company,  as  an  admiflion  of  their 
validity,  iince  he  had  not  replied  to  one  of  thetn,  but  had  gone 
nto  a  Aatement  pf  the  fituation  of  the  Company  at  home,  of  , 

(rhich  he  had  expreflly  declared  he'  would  make  no  men- 
ion. 
Mr.  Baring  contended,  that  the  arrears  of  the  army  made  Mr.  Barifl^. 
great  part  of  the  difourfements  in  the  prefent  eilimates. 
The  deficiency  in  the  refources  was,  he  obfcrved,  14^  lacks, 
whereas  the  arrears  and  other  articles,  which  he  enumerated^ 
3  the  amount  of  190  lacks,  were  among  the  difburfements 
ver  and  above  the  annual  expenditure.  This  it  was  neceflary 
3  remark,  he  faid,  left  gentlemen  ihould  entertain  an  im« 
reflion  that  the  prefent  excefs  in  the  difburfements  was  an 
nnual  excefs,  whereas  it  was  merely  an  incidental  one,  and 
ich  as  would  not  again  occur,  providtpd  peace  continued  in 
idia.  Mr.  Baring  repeated  what  he  had  faid,  a  few  days 
ncc,  relative  to  the  increafed  profperity  of  the  Company  at 
ome,  declaring,  that  though  in  their  eftimate  laft  year,  the 
fireftors  had  given  themfelves  credit  for  three  millions  and  a 
i!f  only,  as  the  probable  produce  of  their  fales,  they  had 
ilually  produced  confiderably  more  than  four  millions*  He  ^ 
ated  alfo,  that  they  had  bonds  to  the  amount  of  feven  hundred 
loufand  pounds  locked  up  in  their  cheft,  befides  the  500,CXX)I. 
at  they  were  about  to  pay  to  the  public.  As  they  were  not 
r  law  obliged  to  pay  this  latter  fum  immediately,  their  pay- 
g  it  was  a  proof  in  their  favour,  becaufe  it  fhewed,  that  al- 
ough  they  were  not  under  any  obligation  to  pay  off  any  part 
'  the  fum  they  flood  in  debt  to  the  public  for  duties,  yet,  they 
?re  ready,  as  foon  as  they  came  into  cafh,  to  a<^  fairly  by 
e  Public,  and  dimintfh  their  debt.  Mr.  Baring  took  notice 
\vh?x  Mr.  Francis  had  faid,  of  the  Prefidency  of  Bonibny 
li  i^ort  St.  George  having  no  refources,  a  pofition  which 
itrenuoufly  controverted. 

Air.  Hujjiy  faid,  he  attended  at  a  General  Court  lately,  for  Mr.  H^iTef 
e  purpoie  of  informing  himfelf  upon  the  flate  of  the  Com- 
iiy's  affairs  ;  and  he  gave  an  account  of  what  palled  at  the 
Ljeting,  where  he  had  a  particular  paper  read  tt  his  inftance, 
ij\  ii  i  hrew  great  light  upon  the  fubje£t.  From  this  ha  went 
ck  to  the  ftatc  of  the  Company's  affairs  in  1772,  (when  Mr, 
.ikififon  took  fo  much  pains  to  invefligate  them)  and  again 
1780,  declaring  the  deficiencies  at  each  of  thofe  periods, 

and 
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and  comparing  their  fituation  then  with  their  fituation  at  pre- 
fcnt.  Mr.  Huiley  alfoftated,  that  according  to  the  eflimaie 
of  the  laft  year,  the  Direflors  had  led  the  Houfe  to  imagine, 
that  their  refources  in  India  would  exceed  their  difburfements 
there,  in  the  fum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
whereas  it  was  now  evident,  that  the  difburfements  ia 
India  exceeded  the  refources  in  the  fum  of  one  million  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  a  contradiSion  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, made  it  highly  necefTary  that  a  Committee  fhould  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  it ;  for  nothing  was  more 
dear  and  evident,  than  that  Parliament  had  been  deceived  by 
the  reports  and  eilimates^aid  before  them  by  the  Company. 
lir.Vtntt-  Mr*  Vmifiitart  faid,  he  fufpefted  there  was  fome  miftake  ia 
•**•  the  entry  relative  to  opium.     Mr.  Vanfittart  anfwered  that 

part  of  Mr.  Francises  fpeech,  relative  to  the  Prefidency  of 
Bombay  and  Fort  St.  George  having  no  refources. 
tf^at Scpu      Major  Scott  fpoke  to  the  following  effeS  : 

I  rife,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  reply  to  a  few  of  thofc  obferva- 
tions  which  fell  from  the  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way 
(A/Ir.  Francis)  which  I  think  were  particularly  pointed  at  roc. 
The  honourable  gentleman  and  myfelf  have  been  in  the  habit 
ef  fending  to  the  prefs  whatever  falls  from  us  in  this  Houfe. 
If,  therefore,  I  have  mis-ftated  any  thing,  my  flatemeot*  of 
lail  year,  which  I  now  bold  in  my  hand,  will  rife  up  in  jugde- 
meot  again fl  me  ;  and  by  that  flatement  I  defire  to  be  tried 
by  this  Houfe  and  the  Public.    The  honourable  gentleman 
appeals  with  apparent  triumph  to  the  eflimate  lately  received 
from  Bengal,  to  prove  that  I,  and  thofe  who  agreed  with  me, 
have  held  out  hopes  to  the  Public  which  never  could  be  rea* 
lifed  ;  that  we  Ibretolj  it  lafl  year»  and  now  we  mufl  confefs 
it.    But  the  fa£l  is  (imply — All  my  calculations  went  upon 
a  fuppoiition  that  peace  would  be  concluded  ten  months  ear- 
lier than  it  was ;  and  that  the  various  retrenchments  in  con- 
lequence  of  that  peace  would  take  place  ten  months  fooner 
than  they  did.    The  peace  with  Tippo  Sultaun  was  not  iigned 
till  the  nth  of  March,  17S4.    A  very  coniiderabic  detach- 
ment ferving  from  Bengal,  upon  the  coaft,  could  not  there- 
fore return  before  the  rams  fet  in,  and  were  obliged  to  cantoR 
for  the  monfoon  in  the  northern  Circars.     Other  military  re- 
dttdions  in  Bengal  were  confequently  poftponed  for  fome 
XQonths ;  and  the  eflimate  flates,  that  the  military  expences 
from  the  30tb   of  i\pril,  1784,  to  the    ifl   of  May,   1785, 
would  be  206  lacks  of  current  rupees,  buildings  and  fortifica- 
tions included.     But,  Sir,  if  we  look  forward  to  the  next 
year^  you  will  findj  that  the  Government  of  Bengal  takes 

credit 
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credit  for  a  larger  furplus  than  I  took  credit  for  on  the  2d  of 
July  laft.  I  then  ftated,'**  that  from  the  net  revenues  of 
•*  Bengal^  Bahar,  and  OrifTa,  Benares,  VizierV  fubfidy,  and 
"  the  profit  upon  fait  and  opium,  including  alfo  the  fale  of 
**  our  impofts  ;  there  wilt  remain  a  furplus  of  one  hundred 
•'  and  fifty-feven  lacks  of  ,FitJ>ees  for  the  purchafe  of  future  in- 
*•  veftmcnts  ;  for  paying  the  intereft  of  the  bonded  debts  of 
*<  India,  and  for  a  gradual  Ftqutdation  of  the  principal.''  I 
took  the  revenues  at  the  average  of  forhier  years,  after  dedu^Sl-* 
ing  charges  of  colIe£lions.  I  allowed  130  lacks  for  the  roili* 
tary  and  contingencies,  fifty  foi:  civil  and  marine,  and 
twenty  for  Durbar  and  (lipends. 

Now,  Sir,  the  Court  of  Direftors  have  received,  by  the 
Surprife,  an  official  cflimate  from  Bengal,  which  I  moved  for 
two  days  ago;  but  hy  miflaking  the  title  of  it,  a  wrong  paper 
hai  been  laid  upon  your  table.  I  will,  however,  read  that 
«Iliroate  to  you. 

An  eilimite  of  the  fum  which  it  is  fuppofed  may  be  aa-> 
nually  applied  in  Bengal  to  the  difcharge  of  the  honourable 
Company's  debts  in  India,  after  the  end  of  April,  1785;  by 
which  time  it  is  iuppofed  that  the  redu£tions  required  to  pro- 
duce it  may  take  place : 

Total  revenues  tak^n  at  a  medium  of  tlie  grofs       rupees. 
colledtionsof  1781-2,  and  1782-3,      -      •     4599  74iOOo 

EXPENCES. 

Civil              -              -              -              -  40,00,000 

Military            *              -             -            -  120,00,000 

Marine  -  -  -  -  6,00,000 
Chaiges  of  colle£lions,  (lipends  to  the  Nabob, 

&c»  &c.            -             -             -             -  95,06,009 

261,00,000 

Which  leaves  a  furplus  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  lacks, 
feventy-four  thoufand  rupees,  for  liquidation  of  debts,  and 
the  purchafe  of  in  veftments,  inflead  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
fcven  lacks,  as  I  ftated  laft  year. 

The  honourable  gentleman  muft  recoUeft,  that  all  my 
calculations  went  upon  a  fuppofition  that  peace  would  be 
concluded  within  a  certain  period :  that  period  was  (everal 
months  later  than  I  had  hoped  it  would  have  been.  But  if  I 
was  mifiaken  in  this  point,  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  recolle^l 
that  I  ftated  the  refources  of  Bengal,  after  all  expences  paid, 
forty-one  lacks  of  rupees  lefs  than  the  Governor  General  and 
CouociJ  lay  tbey  will  b^  for  the  nrefent  year. 

Added 
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'  Added  to  an  un^xpe&ed  prptraflion  of  the  waff  the  ^ho- 
nourable gentleman  will  confider  that  feveral  unexpe£led  de- 
mands have  been  made  upon  the  Bengal  Treafury  for  laft 
year. 

The  troops  captured  by  Hjder  Ally  and  Tippoo  Sult^an, 
during  the  war,  amounting  t^  twelve  hundrel  Europeans, 
and  feveral  thoufand  fepoys,  had  great  arrears  to  req^ive, 
fome  of  them  two  years  at  Icaft  ;  but  theie  arrears  oncepaid^ 
the  charge  is  at  an  lend. 

I  entirely  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman^  that  Bom- 
.  bay  muft  depend  upon  Bengal  for  every  thing ;  but  that  Ma- 
dras has  no  refource,  t  deny.^  Lord  Macartney  ftates^  .that 
for  this  year,  that  is,  from  the  ill:  of  July,  1784,  to  the  ift 
of  Julyi  1785,  its  refources  will  exceed  its  charges  33  lacks  of 
rupees  and  upwards  ;  and  that  in  future  this  fuih  will  b^  io- 
creafed.  In  fliort.  Sir,  there  has  be^n  no  deception  in  any 
fa6^,  on  the  part  of  the  Diredior$.j — ^We  had  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  peace  would  be  concluded  feveral  months  before  it  was, 
and  that  the  arrears  would  have  been  paid  off*  fooner  than,they 
will  be.  I  always  dated  the  debts  of  India,  in  confeouence  of 
the  war,  at  fix  millions,  or  iix  crores  of  rupees.  iThey  are 
now  ftated  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  at  teven 
crores  one  hundred  thoufand  rupees,  of  which  not  more  than 
£ve  Crores  and  an  half  is  upon  bond,  and  bears  intereft,  Dpon 
the  fubje£t  of  our  refources  in  India,  I  beg,  with  die  indul- 
gence of  the  Houfe,  to  read  the  following  extra^^s  of  two 
letters  from  Mr.  Haftii^s  to  me,,  dated  in  Odtober  and  No- 
vember tail,  many  months  fubfequent  to  tHe  period  when  the 
eAimate  commences. 

'^  In  a  letter  which  I  wrote  laft  year  to  the  Court  of  Di- 
*'  te&OTSy  dated  the  i6th  of  December,  and  fent  by  a  new 
^^  route  over  land,  I  promlfed,  or  rather  declared,  my  own 
**  £rm  belief,  that  we  fhould  be  able  before  the  end  of  this  to 
^  begin  upon  the  difcharge  of  thofe  debts  at  intereft.  I  re- 
**  peat  the  fame  convi£lion  by  thefe  difpatches ;  and  what  is 
**  the  debt  i  Not  half  their  annual  income ;  but  becaufe  there 
*'  are  no  lenders,  the  knowledge  and  circulation  of  the  Com- 
**  pany's  bonds  being  confined  to  the  narrow  precinftsof  Cal- 
*^  cutta,  people  haftily  fuppofed  that  our  credit  was  lofl.  The 
•*  following  extract  of  a  letter,  which  I  have  lately  received 
**  from  Mr.  Croftes,  is  fo  much  in  point  that  I  ada  it  for  a 
'*  corroboration  of  the  opiaion  which  I  have  given  above, 
**  viz.  The  flate  of  our  treafury  here  is  certainly  mending. 
**  During  the  fcarce  months  of  the  year  we  contrived  not  to 
'^  iiv:reafe  our  debt ;  and  now  that  the  revenue  is  coming  in, 

"it 
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it  is  certainly  decreafing,  and  the  heavy  demands  from  Ma« 
drais  will,  I  hope,  ceafe  very  foon.  Colonel  Pearfe*s  'de- 
tachment will  arrive,  and  a  farther  reduflton  of  military 
cxpence  may  be  made ;  aD  which  will^  I  am  convinced, 
enable  Government  to  wipe  off  all  incumbrances  very 
ihortly,  except  ihfe  bonded  debt,  which  is  fo  very  trifling 
that  it  ought  never  to  be  confidered  as  an  incumbrance. 
Your  laft  remittances  will  affift  very  much ;  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  drafts  from  Madras  and 'Bombay,  which 
have  been  beyond  all  bounds  of  eAiinate,  Beneal  would  not 
at  this  moment  owe  a  rupee,  except  its  bond.    This  is  a 

f;reat  deal  to  (av  the  year  after  the  clofe^of  a  war  with  all 
ndia,  and  all  Europe  into  the  bargain,  and  withal  cargoes 
of  an  aftbnifliing  value  fent  home  every  year  during  this 
expenfive  war.** 

In  November  Mr.  Haftings  fays,  "  In  a  letter  written  to 
the  Court  of  DireAors  laft  year,  I  gave  them  hopes  that  all 
our  treafnry  orders  would  be  difchareed,  and  that  we  (hould 
begin  upon  the  payment  of  the  bonded  debt  by  this  De- 
cember-—'If  no  pther  payments  bad  been  made  than  fuch  as 
'  I  had  a  right  to  eftimate,  the  event  would-  have  come^  to 
»  pafs— I  fliould  relu6kantly   have  confented  to  allow  Fort 

*  St.  Qeorge  ten  lacks  in  the  whole  year — they  have  drawn 

*  fince  December  near  fixty-nine;  and  I  fuppofe  the  remit- 
'  tances  on  this  month  and  the  next  will  make  the  amount 
^  feventy-five,  which  is  an  excefs  of        -        -      65 

'  The  Bombay  remittance  wag  in  the  fq^ie  period  • 

"  thirty-three,  and  maybe  thirty-five.     Iflate 
«<  the  excefs  at  -  -  -  15 

*  Six  regiments  of  fepoys,  which  ought  to  have 

««  been  difbanded  in  March,  but  were  not  •     ^ 

^*  General  letter  of  15th  of  June,  throwing  on  the 
•*  Treafury  a  debt  of  -  -  -     40 

Total  excefs     125  lacks 
f*  Our  bonded  debt,  including  intereft,  is  169  00  Qoo 

'«  Demands  on  the  Treafury  -  -      1 1 5  00  000 

■  ■    III     ■ .  ■ 

284  QO  000 

"  Our  annual  income         -  -  •         -        459  74  000 

After  having  read  thefe  extrafls,  I  Aiall  now,  Sir,  beg 
leave  to  fay  a  tew  words  upon  the  accounts  of  the  civil  and 
military  expences  in  Bengal ;  and  as  often  as  tlie  honourable 
gentleman  ftatcs  that  the  civil  expences  amount  to  the  enor- 
mous fum  of  Qz-j^oooU  fo  often  fhall  I  tell  hin>  that  he  mif- 
VoL.  XVlll.  B  b  leads 
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leads  the  Houfe  intentionally.  He  know9|  and  the  honourably 
Dire^or  under  the  gallery  has  told  him,  that  the  account 
Ihould  have  beep  called  a  general  account ;  for  it  includes  ci^ 
vily  revenue,  commercial,  and  military.  This  the  honour-* 
able  gentleman  knows  at  the  time  he  accufes  the  DlreAorsof 
fallacy  and  ignorance,  for  ftating  in  one  account  that  the  civil 
expences   are    38o,oooU    and    in  another,    that  they    are 

227,ocx)i.  But,  Sir,  we  may  now  have  aAual  accounti^ 
efore  us  that  no  one  can  difpyte;  for  by  the  laft 
packet  an  account  has  been  received  of  the  falaries  and  emo- 
fumpnts  of  all  the  Company's  fervants,  in  the  clviL  revenue, 
and  commercial  departments,  beginning  with  the  Governor 
General,  and  concluding  with  the  youngeft  writer — inclu- 
ding alfo  the  commiiCon  upon  the  revenues,  upon  fait,  and 
every  other  emolument*  The  total  amount  in  current  rupees 
is  fifty^five  lacks,  fifty-five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  niriety-r 
two  and  hveannas,  which  at  the  rate  of  exchange  at  which 
bills  are  granted  in  Bengalis  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou^ 
fand  fi^e  hundred  and  thirty-nine  pounds  four  uiillings  and 
three  pence.  I  hope  the  honourable  gent^man  will  now  re- 
fort  to  an  aftual  account,  from  which  many  r^lrcuichments 
have  fince  been  made.  There  is  one  other  circumflance 
which  I  mufl  beg  to  take  notice  of.  The  honourable  gentle* 
roan,  a^ftep  ftating  againll  his  conviflion  that  the  ciyil expences 
of  Bengal  amounted  to  927,000!.  fays,  that  enormous  as  this 
charge  is,  feveral  offices  he  left  out;  and  are  inAances  four, 
the  contract  for  di-aft  and  carriage  bullocks  for  the  army, 
that  for  elephants  and  camp  equipage,  the  manufa(^ure  of 
gunpowder,  and  the  vidlualling  Fort  William.  Why,  Sir, 
did  ever  aiiy  bod}  Hear  of  thefe  charges  being  clafied  under  the 
head  ot  civil  charges?  They  are  military  [Mr,  Francis  calle^ 
out  No  acrofs  the  Houfe]  I  repeat,  Sir,  they  aie,  and  ever 
were.*  What,  the  expence  of  the  bullocks  employed  in  draw- 
ing your  artillery,  and  of  the  elephants  ufecl  ior  carrying  the 
camp  equipage,  not  military  charges  !  But  if  the  honour^ible 
gentleman  will  not  believe  me,  let  him  look  to  the  eitiinate 
that  he  has  faid'fo  much  upon.  He  will  thcVe  fee  that  in  the 
206  lacks  of  military  charges,  are  included  all  thefe  heads  of 
expence,  and  ever  have  been  included. — One  word  more,  Sir, 
relative  to  our  miUtary  'eftablifliment:  ^  fliort  time  ojjo  1 
ftated,  that  I  believed  in  my  confcience  our  army  expences 
were  reduced  to  120  lacks — the  honourable  gentlemankhows 
that  is  an  ample  allowance  for  a  peace  cftabli/hment  in  Ben- 
gal. The  official  accounts  at  the  India  Houfe  ftate,  that  froiii 
April  laft  It  would  be  reduced  to  120 lacks;  and  I  repeat 
igain,  that  the  accounts  noW  received  more  t^  juftify  every 
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thing  that  I  have  faid  of  the  ability  of  Bengal  to  pay  off  all  its 
debts,  and  to  fupport  Bombay*  That  we  have  fufiered  by  the 
war  is  true,  and  I  lament  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  fays^ 
Dur  circumflaiKes  are  woefully  altered :  that  in  1776,  for  to 
that  he  alluded^  we  had  a  laree  balance  in  the  Treaiury  in 
Bengal^  and  are  now  deeply  in  debt.  Thisnation^^  Sir,  owed 
not  more  than  140  millions  before  the  war,  and  at  prefent  I 
am  afraid  it  owes  above  250  millions.  I  repeat  again  there 
has  been  no  mifreprefentation ;  the  war  in  India  was  pro- 
traded  fome  months  beyond  the  period  at  whicH  we  hoped  ii 
ivould  have  been  clofed ;  and  the  arrears  at  Madras  and  Bom- 
bay exceed  what  they  were  eftimated  at  $  but  to  let  againft 
this  the  ailets  to  clear  thefe  incumbrances,  exceed  the  fum  I 
Rated  them  at  forty-one  lacks  and  twefnty-^'four  thoufand 
rupees- 
Mr.  Burke  defired  to  put  a  queftion  to  tjie  Deputy  Chair-  BIr.  Bui^ 
nan  of  the  Company.  He  wimed  to  know  of  the  honourable 
rentleman,  from  what  refources  the  inveftments  of  the  fixteen  / 
3r  eighteen  fliips  that  had  been  fent  but  to  China,  Had  been 
provided  for. 

Mr*  N.  Smithy  after  a  paufe,  got  up  and  fald,  there  were  Mr^.N^ 
certain  points  to  which  it  wouij^  be  highly  imprudent  for  him  *■*•*• 
:o  give  an  V  reply.  We  had  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  to  India, 
>ut  though  that  prevented  any  attempt  to  cope  with  the  Com- 
>anv  on  our  part,  it  did  not  preclude  foreign  rivals  from 
roping  with  them ;  and  any  thing  that  could  give  them  an  in- 
ight  into  the  credit  of  the  Company  would  be  wfbng^  and 
v'hat  he  ihouid  imagine  that  Houfe  would  hot  pfefs  for.  The 
irfl  merchant  upon  the  Exchange  of  London,  Mr.  Smit^ 
'aid,  if  afked  of  what  his  credit  confiftedi  would  not  Hate  it ; 
n  like  manner  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  for  him  to  ftate 
n  that  Houfe  of  what  the  credit  of  the  Company  confifted,  in 
he  moment  that  the  Company  was  aboQt  to  make  ufe  of  its 
redit ;  thus  much  he  would  (ay,  by  way  of  general  explana- 
ion,  .that  the  inveftments  of  the  China  mips  were  provided, 
nd  th;it  he  had  no  dduht  but  the  Company  would  maintain 
IS  credit  both  at  home  and  abroad  in  all  re1pe6fs. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  ihould  be  the  ipoft  importunate  man  Mr.Bnrke* 
live,  if  he  were  not  perfcftljr  fatisned  with  the  anfwer  he 
lad  received.  The  amount  of  it  was^  that  the  fixteen  fhips 
irere  fent  to  China  on  credit.  This  was,,  he  obferved,  a  ca« 
ious  rcverfe  of  the  flatement  of  laft  year's  eftimate.  In  thar 
tiey  would  find  certain  funds  efltmated  as  thofe  that  were  to 
ay  for  tde  China  inveftments  ;  funds,  ^hich  now  no  longer 
Kifteda    Mr.  Burke  reprobated  the  coridudt  of  the  Direflors, 

B  b  2  and 
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and  commented  on  Mr.  Smith's  having  faid,  when  thev  came 
to  make  out  the  cftimates  ordered  by  the  zSt  of  the  laft  year, 
that  it  was  a  new  matter,  a  matter  to  which  they  were 
ftranger$,  and  a  matter  of  fomc  difficulty.  H^  faid  bf  Mr. 
Smith's  fpeech,  that  it  was  an  attempt  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciencies io  the  fund  of  performance,  hy  having  recourfe  to 
the  fund  ot  ptomife;  a  fund  which  the  Dircflors  of  the  Eaft- 
tndia  Company  had  at  their  command.  He  faid,  if  the  Com- 
pany were  to  be  retrieved  at  all,  it  muft  be  by  their  revenue 
in  Bengal  anfwering  thefr  difburfements ;  a  cifcumftance,  of 
which  the  prefent  eHimate  afforded  no  hopes,  much  lef$  was 
there  any  hope  of  the  Bombay  and 'Madras  Prefidencies  pro- 
ducing refourccs  equal  to  their  expenditure.  ^  He  took  notice 
bf  Major  Scott's  quotation  frohi  the  Governor  General's  let- 
.  ter,  in  which  it  was  ftated,  that  Lord  Macartney  had  written 
to  Bengal,  that  the  refoyrces  of  the  Madras  Government 
would  be  mor«»  than  equal  to  the  difburfements.  His  own 
opinion  had  always  been,  that,  fo  far  from  expeQing  to  derive 
refources  from  that  ravimed  and  ravaged  country,  thcCama- 
.  tic,  fupplies  myft  be  fent  out  there  from  Great  Britain,  or 
that  the  country  would  be  loft.  Mr.  Burke  faid,  this  had 
uniformly  been  his  language  upon  the  fubjcdl. 
Mr.Dyrell  Mr.  Dayrell  enumerated  the  various  favings  that  would  be 
made  in  India,  and  endeavoured  to  prove  that  there  were  re- 
fources in  Madras  and  Bombay,  nearly  equal  to  the  expendi- 
ture in 'each. 

The  queftion  was  afterwards  called;  and  before  It  was  pnt, 
a  few  members  calling  out  to  the  ftrangers  to  withdraw, 
Air.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  rbfc  and  faid,  from  the  word  tvithdraWf  he  faw, 
what  he  could  not  have  imagined  before,  viz,  that  there  vras 
a  defign  to  divide  upon  the  motion.  He  owned  his  aftohiih- 
ment  at  this,  fince  not  one  word  had  been  faid  in  reply  toan^ 
one  of  his  honourable  friend*s  biSts.  How  the  Houfe,  there* 
fore,  or  rather  how  any  part  of  the  Houfe  could  reconcile  it 
to  themfelves  to  divide  againft  the  appointment  of  a  Cbminit^ 
tee,  he.  was  at  a  lofs  to  imagine;  but  thofe  gentlemen  who 
were  Direflors  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  he  prefumed,  did 
not  mean  to  divide,  becaufe  if  they  did,  they  pleaded  guilty  to 
the  charge  alledged  againft  them,  and  contefted  the  whole  of 
it  to  be  true.  The  charge  was,  that  the  accounts  that  had 
been  at  different  times  prefented  by  the  Direftors  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  were  fraudulent,  fallacious,  and  delufivc. 
Were  the  Diredlors  who  had  feats  in  that  Houfe  willing  to 
admit  that  they  were  fo?  Mr.  Fox  cenfuned  the  conduftof 
the  Diredlors  in  terms  of  great  warmth  ;  he  faid,  their  con- 
2  duft 
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]uA  had  unifbrroly  been  cakulat^d  to  didb&ive  the  Publtt  afid 
jelude  that  Hcrufe.    They  had  always  faihicVtvdd  the  edhiiateft 
:>f  their  affairs  to  meet  the  tnomefft,  amf  totally  difrtgarded 
wrhether  they  were  founded  or  not.*    Thusthe  mimate  of  tht 
afl  year  had  been,  as  it  was  no#^  eofifeflM  and  adinif led  td 
)e  grofflv  incorr^;  again,  the  eftimate  tipon  the  tabfe  wan 
lated  to  be  incorreS  even  by  the  Deputy  Chairman  himfelf, 
vho  had  given  another  flatementof  hh  oWn,  ^hich  hb  had 
i^erred  to  be  the  true  one.    Thus  had  the  Houfe  been  led  Oil 
rem  fallacy  to  fallacy,  and  from  fraud  to  fraod^  and  as  footi 
IS  either  v/as  detedtec^  refort  was  had-— riot  to  defence  twt 
o  argument,  but  to  new  promifes.    TTius  criminsU  negleft 
vas  made  the  ground  of  fiiture  confidence.    And  as  fall  at 
me  fet  of  promifes  were  violated,  a  new  fet  Were  held  forth^ 
md  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  become  again  the  dupes  of     ^ 
hofe  who  had  before  deceived  them.     It  had  been  urged,  that 
he  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs  at  home  were  in  a  ilourifli^ 
ng  way.     Thus,  whenever  the  Company  wete  attacked  upoil 
he  ftate  of  their  affairs  in  India,  the  Direftors  immediately 
alked   bf  the  flate  of  their  affairs  at  home ;  and  Wh^n  the 
late  of  their  affairs  at  home  Was  the  fubjeft,  then  the  llatc  tjf 
heir  affairs  in  India  was  urged.     This  was  of  a  pie'ce  With 
he  whole  conduct  of  thoie  in  office ;  it  was  like  their  coming 
own  and  boafting  of  the  profperous  ftate  bf  the  finances  upon 
he  ground  of  multiplying  the  produce  of  a  quarter  (ooi 
imes,  and  fele^ing  a  quarter  fo  to  multiply  that  had  elevett 
ays  too  much  in  it.     Or  a  Minifter's  takmg  thebeft  of  all 
loffible  quarters,  and  comparing  it  with  the  vrof  ft  of  all  the 
[uarters  of  the  preceding  year.    [Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Matter  of 
he  Rolls  laughed.]     Mr.  Pox  (aid,  with  fome  warmth,  ht 
aw  he  was  treated  with  perfonal  indecency  by  the  right  ho- 
lourable  genllemau,  and  by  another  honourable  gentleman, 
^hofe  indecency  was  a  matter  of  mere  indifference  to  him« 
ie  difregarded  tlie  incivility  of  fuch  condudl,  and>  held  it  id 
ontempt.     It  was  fufficient  for  him  to  be  convinced  he  was 
ompletely  in  the  right  on  the  queftipn  of  finance  difcufled 
be  other  day.    So  convinced  was  he  of  this,  that  he  would 
ifquehis  reputation  on  the  two  ftatements ;  and  he  thanked 
iod  a  time  would  come  when  they  ihould  have  an  opportu- 
lity  of  knowing  who  was  in  the  right,  and  who  was  in  the 
iTong  in  thst  matter,  in  like  manner  as  they  had  that  day 
lad  an  opportunity  of  detecting  the  fallacies  and  falfehoods  of 
he  former  eft imates  of  the  Direflors  of  the  £aft-India  Com- 
dny.    Mr«  Fok  reafoned  on  the  excefs  of  the  dift)ur{e;Qent89 

and 
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ftnd  upon  "the  refoorce^  hemg  minui  three  miUiDns,  Hede^ 
chred  he  coincided  with  his  honourable' friend  behind  him,  in 
thinking  that  Lord  Macartney  had  not  authorifed  any  perfon 
to  declare  it  as  )ifi|^opinion^  that  the  refources  of  the  Madras 
Government  ^RfCT  e^ual  to  the  ^xpenditfire.  He  faid>  .he 
had  leafon  to  t<w^  (hat  the  noble  Lord's  private  opinion 
was  different*  H^nipeated  his  argument^  that  to  voteSigaaoft 
the  appointment  iqjl  "a  Committee,  would  be  dire&ly  to  fay- 
to  that  Hou^  and  to  all  the  world,  that  the  charges  that 
wereftatedagainft  tbeDireflors  were  all  true,  and  therefore 
they  dared  not  fac^  an  inquiry.  He  reminded  the  Houfe  of 
the  Committee  that.had  fat  laft  year,  all  of  whom,  excepting 
cmly  two  gentlemen,  were  men  of  known  attachment  to  the 
Minifter,  and  yet  that  Committee  had  made  a  zeport  full  o£ 
vfeful  information  and  judicious  remark*  He  reafoned  upon 
this,  to  ihew  that  a  Committee  of  that  Houfe,  let  them  be 
nominated  by  whom  they  would,'  might  always  be  depended 
upon  for  an  impartial  report,  becaufe  men  of  honour,  be  tlieir 
' '  political  attachments  what  they  might,  would  not  a£l  upon 
principles  that  were  difgraceful.  He  urged  the  Houfe,  there- 
fore, for  its  own  charaSer  and  credit,  to  accede  to  the  mo- 
tion ;  at  any  rate  he  trufted  that  the  Diret^ors  would  vote  for 
it,  as  it  was  grounded  on  their  ownftatements. 
Mr.Cloa.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pin  roTe,  and  be^  his  fpeech  by  reply* 
ccUor  Pkt.  ing  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Fox^s  in  which  he  had  complained  ot 
being  treated  with  indecency.  He  obferved,  that  confider- 
ing  the  extreme  decorum  which  at  all  times  diftinguifhed  the 
arguments  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  confidering 
tlie  cootnefs  and  moderation  of  his  language,  together  with 
the  meafured  propriety  of  his  manner,  he  had  certainly  a 
very  fubilantial  ground  of  complaint,  if  any  thing  like  difre- 
fpea  and  indecency  were  offered  to  him*  Jpor  j^s  own  part, 
as  it  was  far  from  his  intention  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  a  breach 
of  good  breeding,  he  was  ready  to  do  on  that  occaGon  what 
he  had  feldom  done  before,  and  what  he  believed  he  dionid 
feldom  do  in  future,  namely,  to  make  him  an  apology.  This 
he  was  the  more  willing  to  do,  as  it  would  afford  him  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  to  the  Houfe  the  nature  of  the 
atledged  o£^nce  and  the  caufe  which  had  given  rife  to  it*^^ 
He  had  long,  he  faid,  admired  the  great  abilities^  and  the  fur- 
prifmg  powers  of  argument  and  eloquence  with  which  thi 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  fo  eminently  endowed;  but 
there  were  alfo  other  qualifications  belonging  to  him  which 
had  not  efcaped  his  wonder,  in  the  general  view  and  contem- 
plation of  Ills  charadler.   It  wasj  he  faid,  the  difplay  of  feme 

of 
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Df  thofe  qualifications  during  his  hte  fpeech  that  had  giVei| 
Kcafion  to  that  conduct  for  which  the  Houfe  had  joil  theii 
iftard  him  fo  feverely  cenfured.  The  right  honourable  geo- 
Jeman  finding  the  prefcnt  queftion  not  applicable  to  ac^y  of 
n's  favourite  purpofes,  had,  with  his  tifual  ingenaity^  and 
gr<*eable  to  his  ufual  practice,  contrived  to  introduce  anotlier 
uhjefl^  better  calculated  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of 
ratifying  his  paffions-and  refentments,  and  of  giving  vent 

0  thofe  violent  and  fplenctic  emotions  to  which  his  prefent 
ituation  fo  naturallv  gave  birth  ;  a  fituation,  in  which,  to  the 
3rments  of  baffled  hope,  of  wounded  pride,  and  difappointed 
mbition,  was  added  the  mortifying  refledlion,  that  to  the 
h provident  and  intemperate  ufe  he  had  made  of  his  power 
nd  influence,  while  they  laAed,  he  could  alone  attribute  th^ 
aufe  of  alt  thofe  misfortunes  to  which  he  was  ufed  fo  con^ 
antly,  fo  pathetically,  but  fo  unfucccfsfullv,  to  folicit  the 
^mpsrffion  of  the  Houfe.  Feeling  at  hb  did  for  the  rigfit 
anourahle  gentleman,  he  declared,  that  he  fhould  think  it 
ighiy  aiibecoming  in  him  to  conlider  any  of  his  tranfpdlt^ 
ly  of  thofe  ecfiafies  of  a  mind  labouring  under  the  aggravated 
»ad  of  difappointment  and  felf-upbraiding  which  at  prefent 
ere  his  lot,  as  objefls  of  any  other  emotion  in  his  breaft  than 
at  of  pity ;  certainly  not  of  refentment,  nor  even  of  contempt. 
fii9t  the  particular  a^ion  or  expreflion  of  ooontenence  was 
at  hful  given  fuch  uneailnefs  to  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
an>  Jie  .could  not  well  explain  to  the  Houie,  but  he  re* 
smbeted  that,  at  the  time,  it  proceeded  from  no  other  im« 
tlfe  of  his  mind,  than  that  of  furprife  at  the  lingular  adroit- 
fs  with  which  he  found  a  dry  and  infipid  queftion  of  account 
n  verted  into  a  fubjedl  for  fuch  fublime  and  ipirited  decla* 
itton  as  that  with  which  the  Houfe  had  juft  then  beep  en- 
:tained  ;  and  he  could  not  but  think  that,  conlidering  all 
cuinftanpes,  there  was  great  judgement  in  the  change 
\iph  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made,  as  fo  much 
ter  adapted  U)  his  purpofes,  his  talents^  and  his  infarroa^ 
n.     But  though  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been 

forttlnate  as  to  introduce  a  variety  into  the  debate,  well 
ciliated  tp  difpby  theiuftre  of  bis  oratorical  capacity,  he 

1  unluckily  hit  upon  a  fubje<5l  that  in  other  refpe£tsdiahim 
:  little  credit*  ]ie  wondered  that  the  right  honourable 
Ltleman  did  not  confider,  that  in  bringing  iack  the  recol- 
tion  of  the  Houfe  to  the  objed,  on  which  he  had  fome  ie^ 
s  ago  engaged  their  attention  ^  he  had  forgot,  that  in  fe 
ig  he  muA  alfo  remind  them  of  the  event  of  that  day's  4r- 
j,  ^nd  ferveto  imprint  more  laftingly  on*their  minds  the 

fituatioa 
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fituation  to  which  he  h^d  reduced  himfelfby  his  condufton 
that  occafiionj  a  fituation  which,  were  it  his  cafe,  he  Con- 
fefled  he  fhodld  himfelf  look  back  to  rather  with  humiliation 
and  feIf-reproach>  thaa  with  pride  and  exultation ;  but  he  ad- 
mired the  fortitude  and  philofophy  with  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  perufted  in  his  favourite  purpofe,  be  it 
what  it  mightj  leven  though  fhanie  and  difgrace  ilood  in  his 
way. :  he  drew,  however,  a  happy  omen  from  the  warmth 
with  which  be  efpoufed ,  the  prefent  motion,  and  from  the 
affinity  which  was  endeavoured  to  be  eltabiifhed  between  it 
and  the  former  motiouj  which  had  been  thus  irregularly  aU 
luded  to,  wifhing.  that  the  confequence  attendiug  this  attack 
on  th^  credit  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  might  be  iimaai  tv 
that  which  had  already  followed  the  feveral  reitc-ated  attacM 
on  the  public  credit  ot  the  nation,  viz.  a  great  and  rapid  in* 
crcafe  in  fhe  value  of  the  ftocks :  he  lamented,  therefore,  thai 
the  argtttnent  ^  this  day  could  not  be  known  in  India  at 
fpeedily  as  that  of  the  former  wa^  in£agland,  becanfe  bf 
ihat  means  the  happy  effi^s  of  it  would  in  that  quarter  be  ni 
longer  delayed.    When  he  confidered  the  latitude  which  the 
right  boDQurahle  gentleman  had  given'  himfelf  in  the  vfe  cf 
hu  expreffionSy  and  compared  it  with  his  ex^raordinaryfenfi* 
bility,  tor  a  filent  and.  almoft  imperceptible  relaxation  of  fe> 
tures,  he  was  inclined  to  fuppofe  that  the  d6<9rrine  of  the 
fight  honourable  gen  tiehaan  wa^,  that  a  filent  f{>e6lat«r  ought 
toendeavour,  by  all  pofiible  means,'  to  avoid  even  a  look  that 
fnight  give  ofience,  while  he  that  was  fpeaking  had  a  right 
to  confider  himfdf  as  abfolved  from  ail  the  reftrabits  of  xoor 
deration, .  good  nuinners^  or  even  common  decency.    He  ivas 
^perfuaded  that  there  would  always  be  found  courage  in  that 
•Houfe  to  a£l  right.  [Mr.  Pitt  was  proceeding  in  this  ftrain> 
when  there  was  aery  of  Hear  bimj  from  the  other  fide;  and 
ibr  a  ftiort  time  there  was  fome  diforder,  until  Mr.  Pitt  turn- 
ed to  the  queftion.J    He  was  furprifed  to  hear  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  that  he  had  not  expeAed  any  oppofi- 
tion  tp  the  motion  before  him,  until  he  h^d  heard  an  order 
lor  ftrangeirs  to  withdraw;  for  if  he  had  lift^ned  to  thearga- 
ments  of  a  right  honouiabie  friend  of  his  behind  him  (Mr. 
Burke)  he  would  have  feeri  that  they  were  all  founded  on  an 
idea  that  fuch  an  oppoiition  was  intended ;  vaA  he  would  take 
upon  him  to  fay,  that  there  never  was  a  Hiotion  which  ise- 
Titedan  oppoiition  more  ftrongly  than  the  prefent*    Thetwe 
•SQoft  obvious  grounds  for  fuch  a  Committee  as  was  required, 
Tprprc  either  to  ground  on  their  report  a  charge  of  Crhnfiinalitv 

agw^tt 
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againft  the  Conit  of  DireAors»  (and  a  yety  high  degree  of 
criminality  it  woo^d  b^  if  they  ikould  be  found  to  have  wil* 
fully  altempted  to  deceive  the  Houfe  in  their  ftatement  of  the 
refoorces  and  difborfements  of  the  Company,)  or  elfe  to  gra"" 
tify  an  idle  curiofity  by  an  inquiry  which,  when  finimed^ 
would  be  wholly  ufelefs,  and  inapplicable  to  any  defirable 
purpofe.  With  refped  to  the  Diredlors  being  liable  to  any 
chaige  for  an  intentional  miftatement  to  the  fioufe^  that,  m 
obferved,  was  entirely  out  of  the  queftion,  as  the  ftatement^ 
which  was  alledged  to  be  fallacious,  was  not  a  pofltive  ac« 
count  of  difburlements  already  made^  and  refources  at  this 
time  in  being,  but  of  what  was  expedled  to  be  the  amount  o£ 
both,  in  cafe  a  circumibnce;,  which  was  at  the  time  fhortly 
to  haye  been  looked  for^  fliould  take  places  namelyy  the 
conclufion  of  a  peace :  that  peace  having  been  deferred  for 
near  a  year  beyond  the  period  when  it  was  expeded  to  have 
taken  place^  had  of  courfemadea  material  diflfmnce  between 
the  hGt  and  the  Ix^s  of  the  DireAors,  by  coniiderably  in«^ 
creafing  their  difburfements,  and  diminifhing  their  refources. 
From  hence  the  inaccuracy  of  the  account,  :md  the  innocence 
of  the  Direftors,  werp  perfedly  reconcileable  to  each  other  ; 
£dr  he  pxefumed  there  was  no  gentleman  would  contend,  that 
in  a  fpeculation  of  fo  uncertain  and  diilant  a  nature  as  the( 
affairs  of  the  £aA-India  Cotapany,  there  could  be  any  crimi- 
nality  in  bdns  unable  to  forefee  fuch  accidental  events  atf 
might  naturwy  take  place  to  derange  an  eftimate  calcu* 
lated  without  any  view  or  prbfped  of  fuch  accidents.  Thii 
being  die  cale,  he  muft  conclude,  that  the  other  motive  (that 
of  cttriofity)  was  that  to  which  the  Houfe  were  indebted  for 
the  prefent  motion— fuch  a  motive  as  this  he  would  byn^ 
sneans  give  way  to,  when  by  fo  doing  he  fhould  involve  any 
number  of  gentlemen  in  an  unneceflary  and  troublefome  in- 
quiry. Such  a  curiofity  as  this,  if  once  indulged,  would  ftili 
continue  to  gain  ground,  and  to  increafe,  and  at  length,  per- 
haps, the  Houfe  wouM  be  applied  to,  tp  appoint  a  Conimittee 
to  confider  and  make  their  obfervations  on  every  fingle  dif' 
patch  that  fhould  arrive  from  India.  Indeed,  if  this  princi- 
pje  of  curiofity  formed  any  part  of  the  fyilem  of  par liamen* 
tary  proceedings,  he  remembered  a  time  when  it  might  have 
been  applied  with  peculiar  propriety :  he  thought  thtfte  could 
ii6t  have  offisred  a  more  interefting,  nor  a  more  curious  obje^ 
of  fuch  an  inquiry,  than  ^  what  were  the  tnotives  upon 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  :lnd  his  friends  had 
£ramed  their  celebrated  plan  ofEaft-Indiareguhition  laft  Veaf» 
VoLf^Vin.  Cc  an4 
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a^d  what  mightjuye  bcjen.  the  .effe£l«  ifiMrs^jf  t&]|e:CX|wSflid 
^from  thence,  had  It  been  carried  into^eKdO^tion^    When  it 
was  confidered^to  what  a  furpn{u>gr  enteQC.  the..bQU -and 
afplripg  authors  of  that  plan  Ivid  attdeayoUlisd  ta  carry  h ; 
that  it  embraced  the  whole  of  ihq  exQciitiv^.gpvernflCicntf  thf 
whole  of  the  patronage,  and,  in  ihort,  everyi^oUtical  &iaiSio» 
of  the  Company^  and  transferred  them  all  to  the  riglit  bo^ 
^lourable  gentleman  in  fuch  a  m^iner,  as  to  halve  fecured  tx> 
himlelf  and  his  friends  a  pow«^  ^.yep:  this  country,  as  well  as 
that,  which  fliould  have  cont|{tued  to  laft  until,,  by  a  finr 
more  fuch  experiments  qli  bot^i,  die y  had  rendened  eirhor  tu% 
longer  worth  the  holding  ;  wlieix  >it  was  confidered  tbiit  it  had: 
boen  complained  of^  that  one  fource  of  tbecalaauties  of  the 
(Company  proceeded  from  the  too  gr^at  influeocei.  of  patnr* 
nage^  and  the  abpfes  to  which  it  Iiad  beqn  made  ioftnimental^ 
^nd  yet,' that,  to  cdre  thefe  aln^fe^,  that  very  influence  froia 
which  thev  fprung,  was.  to  .be  i(Kreafed  tP  fucb  .an  extent^ 
and  modelled  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  leave  nohopeof  itsnot 
being  ufed  to  much  more  dangerous  purpofea  than  any  ye^ 
Vnown,  except  from  the  acknowledged  immaculacy  of  the 
hallowed  hands  in  which  it  was  to  be  phiced*  « He  hadf  he 
laid,  in  his  hand  a  lift  of  the  officiers  which  that  iamoua  hiii 
made  removable  at  pleafure,  a  few.  of  which  he  would  mea«- 
tipu  to  the  Houfe,  in  order  that.lthey,.miglxt  judge  ivhethec 
.  the  univeffal  opinion  which  that  bufmefs  bad  given  rife  to» 
of  the  evils  likely  to  refult  from  the  inf  realieiof  patronage  and 
the   placing  that  patronage   in  dangerous  hands,  could  be 
called^  with  any  regard  to  the  meaning  of  the  word,  a  delu* 
fion-r- here  he  read,  befides  the  Governors  and  Council^  one 
place  of  25,000!.  per  annum;  one  of  15,000,  five  of  lO^ooo, 
five  of  9,000,  one  of  7,500,  four  of  5>090,  twcnty^throe  of 
3/xx),  and  fo  on  till  he  came  tQ  places  of  one  tbonfiuid,: 
which,  he  oblerved,  were  in  comp^rifon  with  the  otheiB  fo 
trifling,  as  hardly  to  be  wort^  his  mentioning*    There  couM,* 
})e  faid,  be  but  one  other  motive  for  appointing  the  Commit* 
tee,  and  that  was,  to  difcover  the  true  ftate  of  the  CompanyV 
aifiairs.  In  order  to  give  them  fuch  relief  as  they  might  appear 
to  be  in  need  of;  ifthis  was  the  idea  on  which  it  was.  fuggeft* 
ed,  he  was  furprifed  to  find  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
f^  very  forward  and  unufu4  a  libesality  towards,  the  Com-. 
pany;  fgr,  fetting  afide  the. fleTpjerate  attempts  which  lie  al** 
ready  had  alluded  to  on  th^jr  intereifts,  he  had  fince  that  pe-* 
riod  made  a  moft  .'vioWt  oppofitipn  to  the  granting  of  them' 
that  relief  which  they  apjpl^  for  iathe  laft  feffion  of  Parlia-. 

^  ^  •  i .  •    . »    netit ; 
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inedt ;  aod  now,  when  they^dnnawfed  no  (bdiafiftaacri,  was 
faedfefinsis  of  impoGag  k'upbaAfaeai  againfb  dsieir'coiiient^ 
though  he  had  fo  .recemly  endouroaiMito  withhold  it  fram 
them  when  they  thought  it^ntceSktyi  Upon  the  "wbote^ 
he  oendhided  wkh  faying^  that^if  he"  had  come  down  to  die 
Honfe  psrfoBAj  nnkiformed  on  tlterfobjed):,  he  Ihould,  not«> 
withAandtog-,  hare  learned  wioogh  from  what  he  had  already 
heard  in  the  courfeof  the  debate^*  to  be  able  to'^make  up  his 
mtn^  as  to  the  iiajm^ietyLof  a(ppointang  the  KSominittce,  la 
meaiuie  that  fliooU  therefore: meet  bis  moil-hearty  negative* 

Mr.  Rx  rafe  taiexpfain.  '  He  faid,  the  right 'hoMKirahk  Mt.  Fox. 
gentleman  had<  ftr^ogeiy  mifbonceived  "kknt  ^  ^  imagpoeS 
that  he  had  argioed  the  moti6n,  wkh  a^ksw  to  pr6fe  that 
the  EofWIadiaOmipslriyitood.iaiiosAof farther* relief.  He 
had  :entertaiiiod  no  fudi  *idBa«  He  had  eentendod^  thafa 
Committee^  ought  'to'  be  appohited ;  and  that  biBtatife  tlir 
Houfe  had  been  prefented  withacoounts  of  th^  ftote^ of:*tfae 
Company's  affimrs^  ^deliveredMn  ky  the'  Dix{s£h>rs  tbenife)ve% 
each  grolnlyand  flagrantly  contradidHng  the  other  tin  efieii>> 
tiais.  With  regard  to*  his  p^rfonal  'di&ppoifitmoit^ 
the  fight  hdnourabte  gentleman  thought  proper  to'af 
hcggfA  to^know  .of  him  what  there  was  morciiiying  in  his 
iituation,  that  fliooid  make  him&el  hhhfelf  to  be  a  di(apr 
pcMnted  manr'?  Had  any  thinghappened  in  tb6  courfe  of  the 
prefent  feffiiotti,  that  &vt>ut^  fuch  a  fuppofition?  Was  it 
the  failure  of  the  different  fchemes  to 'harrafs  and  opprefs 
himi  in  which  the  vight  honourable  goitleman  was  fufpe^ed 
to  have  been*  a  principal  a£lor  behind  the  icenes^  that  indicated 
hie  mortification  or  difappoiiitm^nt  ?  Till  fomething  did 
appear  to  warrant  a' reafon^ble  fui^icion  of  his  feeing  like  a 
difappoirited  inan,  perhaps  it  -might  be  as  wdl  for  theright 
honourable  gentleman  not  to  wafte  his  farcafms. 

Lord  Nortk  {sdd,  he  thought  the  queftion  ou|^t  to  b&carr  lo,^^ 
Tied,  for  tbe'beft  of  all  reafon?,  viz.  becaufe  no  honouiaUe 
gentleman  had  made  a  (ingle  oHjedlion  to  it.  The  right  ho** 
nourable gentleman 4iad urgdd" a  confiderable  fliareof  ami<> 
menty  aconfiderablefhare  of  tnvedive,  of  praife of  himfeH^ 
and  of  infmuation  againft  others ;  but  he  had  not  advaqced 
one  found  reafon- Why  a  Committee  Ihould  not  he  inftituted 
to  invefUgatei  tiie  caufe  of  t)ie  contradi£^ions  to  be  met  with 
in  the  v^  contradi6boiy  papers  that  had  been  prefented  under 
the  name  of- Eilimates  bv  the  DireAors  of. the  Eaft-India 
Company*  Inftead  of  aniWering  thtf  argument  of  his  right 
honourable*  friend,  inftead  of  overthrowing  the  flatements  of 
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the  hoQoarabk  gentltmaa  iriio  made  tbe  modoi^  inftead 
of  difpcoving  any  of  the  frftt  hehtd  alledged,  the  right  ho? 
nourable  gentleman  had  iwommended  to  the  Hoiif<^  not  can? 
dotir  nor  fairneft)  but  what  muft  iqdeed  be  deemed  a  nobler 
virtue;  he  had  recommended  eauragi;  and  in  fnch  a  reooni'^ 
meadatbn  he  had  aded  wifely ;  for  if  ever  eoniage  w^  parti- 
cularly neceflary^  it  was  ^nen  an  aflembly  was  ealled  upon 
to  a£l  in  defiaooe  of  conviAiony  and  to  vote  againft  a  motioiii 
in  fupportof  which  many  flrong  leafeoa  had  been  a^Sgned, 
and  againft  which  no  one  leafon  whatever  had  been  attempted 
to  be  advanced*    To  aft  under  fuch  cticumftances,  and  in 
fuch  a  aaannery  gendemeo  muft  be  courageous ;  for  without 
sCrming  themfelves  with  more  than  an  or£nary  (hare  of  par- 
liamentary coun^  and  parliameotary  fortitude,  it  would  be 
imp(Able  for  th«n  to  deny)  what  thiie  wsa  no  parliamentary 
{vreoedent  for  refofing.    As  the  better  fort  <^  valour  was  di^ 
cretion,  his  Lordlhip  advifed  the  Honie  to  inquiie  before 
jthey  decided,  and  to  take  proper  means  of  being  fuie  they 
were  in  the  right)  prior  to  their  giving  a  vote  that  they  might 
afterwards  fee  caufe  to  believe  had  been  wrpng.    The  right 
lionouiable  gentleman  had  declared  that  he  underflopd  the 
meaning  of  die  contradidions  in  the  difRsrent  eftiomtes.  Per* 
haps  he  did ;  but  in  order  that  he  mkht  underiland  -diem 
too,  his  Lordfliip  iaid,  he  wilhed  a  Committee  to  be  apr 
pointed.    Inftead  of  allowing  that  meafure^  the  nriit  ho* 
nourable  gtotleman  had  ofiered  himfelf  in  iieu  of  a  CSmimit* 
tee,  and  defired  the  Houfis  to  be  content  with  his  obiervations 
iipon  the  eftimates.    His  Lordfliip  defended  the  £aft*India 
bill  that  had  been  brought  in  during  the  Duke  of  Portbnd^s 
adminiftratiooy  and  ftated  the  places  which  Mr.  Pitt  had 
alluded  to,  one  of  25,0001.  a  year,  two  of  ics^oool.  a  year, 
&c.  &c.  as  the  abuies  which  that  bill  was  calculated  to  corr 
fed)  by  removing  the  patronage  from  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernor General  in  India,  and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  a 
Committee  here  at  home,  fabje^  to  the  control  and  imdei* 
the  immediate  eye  of  Parliament.    Hb  mentioned  the  order* 
^g  the  doubtful  claims  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot's  cieditors  to 
be  paid,  as  M  inftance  in  which  the  rig^t  honourable  gentle- 
mna*s  Board  of  Cootrol  badihewn  fomeof  that  rsiefwr  which 
he  had  doubtleffly  infufed  into  them,  where  the  Houiehed  he* 
fitated  again  and  afain,  although  it  had  a  mmdts  mnd  to  go 
^t  length.    His  Lordfliip  took  notice  of  the  mamier  in 
which  Mr.  Pitt  had  attacj^ed  his  right  honourdde  friend, 
9JQ/\  faid,  though  the  r  jglu  booourabk  gentkmaii  could  not 
"-  I  ■        ■        bcaf 
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bear  the  kaft  sdfaifioQ  to  his  o«ra  eonimCt  in^ltte4te* 
bates  on  finance^  die  right*  hoaoofable  gentleiiian  rarely 
ever  tofe  without  taking  ooGafion  to  come  foofe  upon  him 
vrith  fom^  feverity  on  the  fubjad  of  the  Ametican  war; 
a  feverity,  however,  which  he  owned  he  fclt  the  iefs,  from 
knowing  that  there  were  thofe  near  die  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman fixll  as  lefponfible  ibr  that  metfure  as  he  was,  and 
From  feeling  that  he  had  no  fort  of  right  to  complain  of  the 
ight  honourable  gentleman's  uimg  htiEi  worfe  than  he 
reated  his  friends*  Hti  Lordihtp  took  notice  of  the  axgu* 
nents  that  had  been  uived  on  the  icoie'  of  the  Company's 
;rowing  profperity,  andadverted  to  the  Relief  bill  of  the  laft  « 
rear,  in  whkh  the  Company,  who  had  come  to  Pariiament 
n forma  fmiftris^  were  at  once  deemed^both  rich  and  poor, 
nd  treated  accordingly,  bein^  as  beggar^^  rdieved  from  their 
retended  diflrefs,  and  allow^  as  wealthy  men  to  make  a 
ii^gier  dividend  than  they  had  ever  been'  allowed  by  Pjiriia- 
y&at  to  make  in  their  moft  flouriihing  ^tuation*  The  right 
onourable  gentleman,  he  obferved,  had  faid,  he  wiihed  the 
afl-India  Company  well.  So  he  did*  He  had  more  than 
ice  declared  the  interefts  of  the  Company  were  fo  involved 
id  wrapped  up  in  the  interefts  of  the  country,  that  it  ought 
>  be  relieved  when  really  diftrefled,  and  it  muft  be  a  matter 
r  general  joy  when  its  amiiis  profpeied.  The  right  honour* 
de  geodeaian  had  £ud,  that  the  Company's  afl^rs  did  pro- 
er^  and  that  they  would  continue  to  profper*  He  owned, 
s  Lordlhip  iaid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fur- 
flied  him  with  one  reafon  for  thinking  that  they  would 
»ntinue  to  profper.  He  had  made  the  Houfe  no  fromife  that  ^ 
ey  woold^  which  he  confidered  as  a  good  ground  to  rely 

« 

u 

Mi^or  Sc$tt  defired  to  explain  what  he  had  faid  relative  to  Major  Scoit 

>ivl  Macartney's  ideas  of  what  miG;ht  be  done  at  Madras,  by 

iding*  ao  crxtrafi  of  a  letter  from  his  Lordihip  to  Bengal,  in 

lich  he  ftated  diat  the  revenues  from  July  1784,  to  July 

85,  w«niU  exceed  die  chsirges  thirty-three  lacks  of  rupees, 

d  in  fiiture  years  would  increafe. 

Sir  yames  yibn/l^m  rofcj  he  faid,  to  giv^  a  reafon  ^inft  sHiJ^mm 

;  appointment  of  a  Committee^  which  had  not  occurred  to  JotuiAoaa. 

y  gentleaian«    Tlie  moft  pleafing  paflion  of  the  human 

no  was  ytfttfion;  now  if  a  Committee  were  appointed, 

i  ilkifHm    that  thefe  gentlemen  were  wrapped  in,   who 

1  been^pramifed  the  difierent  places,  from  twenty-five 

rttfadd  a  fc»  to  fifbea  hnndrod  a  year,  would  be  broken 

throughy 


thtou^i  Am  teler.srmtd  be  diCtoncc^;  aiiA  they^  wooM 
HOC  only  havic  th^  nMlificsition  of  hsmig  their  hopes  difi* 
pated,  but  the  J  Wmldbeiaugfaed  attato  the  bargattu 

When  ibe  .<|u«ftioil  wsw .  put*  Mr.  Francit  and  Us  frknds 
9«uterced  \n  the4nci^oniof  tl^  chs^ift  tbar.tt  vus  negafenredy 
and  rofe  to  give  npekf  |f»at;  be  flloukl  biangiibrvrard  the  {ame 
bufii^lsDeactwo^fUiftooiWAtape*  Xbeiewas  a  cry»  how« 
ever,,  of  ''  divide.".  •  The  Hpyfe  ateoeditigiy'diytded, 

Ayfh.      -      -      *      45 

.Noec,.      ,  ^   ' '  -*    KJit     .161    - 
Afterwards,  wt^ep.the  Members  wdre;de^lgred»  Mr.  Saov^ 
bridge  complit»eiUQ4  the,^^Ql;€h  Baronet  who  bad  evidemly 
done  (bme  violence  to.,  his  own  jEeelings  and  codfiifteocj^  id 
order  to  complete  (beaufpicious  number,  Forty-^nH^ 

•  •  •      • 

/,  Fridifft  Maf€.  .  » 

Mr.Edcfl.       Mr!  E<fe«  moved,  <*  That  an  humble  adclrefs  be  prefented 
*«  to  Hii  Mijefty,  that  he  will  be  ffracioaffy'  pteafed  to  give 
'  ^  dire6lio<)S,  that  there  be  laid  liefere  this  Houfe  an  account 
^  of  all  articles  of  Irifh  confumption,  charged  in  Ireland, 
^  with  an  internal  duty  on  the  nianufaAory,  or  a  doty  on  the 
•<  materials,  ftating  and  diilinguilhing  the  Tevera!  duties." 
And  as  he  fhould  hereafter  have  occafion^to  Contend,  that  tUi 
account  would  involve  fome  conGderations  of  extreefe  fan* 
portance  and  difficulty  in  the  propofed  arrangeAient  ^th  Ire* 
land,  he  might  reafonably  beafted  whf  hfe  hadnotieaHerf^fbt 
it  fooner :  he  would  fairly  then  acknowledge^  that  thoog^  be 
had  given  an  unremitted  attention  to  the  Irifh  btfuielt  doting 
many  weeks,  and  thou^  he  had  entered  npon.  the  inquiry 
with  the  advantage  of  fome  experience  in  the  fttbjeA,  he  had 
not  adverted,  till  within  the  laft  week,  to  the  particular  pont 
which  was  noW  theobjed  of  hiis  inquiry,  and  which  the  pre- 
fent  motion  would  elucidate.    He  was  even  willing  10  doubt 
whether  he  was  right  in  his  conception  refpeAing  it ;  becaufe, 
if  he  was  right,  it  would  infallibly  place  the.  manufai^rers  of 
this  kingdom  in  a iituation  infinitely  worfeeven  than*  their 
piefent  tears  :  it  would  make  an  immediate  change  in  the  dii-> 
ties  on  Britifh  imgorts  into  Ireland,  to  the  difadvantage  of  the 
Britifli  manufafturer  in  moft  articles,  and  in  fome  infianoes 
to  a  degree  which  would  operate  as  a  prohibition.    And  yet 
fuch  a  change  did  not  feem  to  be  apprehended  by  any  of  the 
numerous  petitioners,  whp  both  in  their  petitions  and  exami* 
nations  feemed  to  fuppofe  that  theii*  nvuk|i£iAuree  were  to 
continue  importable  into  Ireland  upqn.  tbe,pr«font  dotieas :  the 

fac^e 
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f|iine  'i<k^.  Cteipeil  loiihhve  prevatM  at  the  Connmitfee  tif  Aie 
Privy  Council  in  all  their  examinatiohtr'^ahdeveli  that  da^*' 
}»cilad  aOied  feveral-  geMtleiimtdi«it[trefMI,  trhetber  ttve^        *  *'  ^ 
M  not  fii^pofed  that  tbe  dutiei  on  9i«ri!Qi  niAiitfa^SuPfes;  im- 
portableinto  Ir^land^  ^v«re  to  remain  >iirith«italteration ;  and . 
f|2ch  M  been  the  grnerai  opinion.     He'  ftoald  have  been 
tempted^  ther^fone,  todifbeiieviethecoottvlry  inference  which' 
he  bad  now  formedy  if  a  repeal^  crnifidostttion  of  the  propo^' 
Ciiipns  had  not  convinced  him  of  nt  accuracy;    It  would  he 
found  iu  the  fourth  propofition,  that  the  loweft  duty  payable . 
H  prefeiit  upon  the  impo'rtatlon  of  an^  aitid^  of  eifh^  king- 
ion)  into  the  other,  was  hereafter  to  be  the  duty  payable  in 
;ach  kingdom^  wd  in  the  nature  of  a.  port  duty  :  in  addttioif 
o  this,  by{  the  fifth  propoGtioii,.  a  fiarther  duty  might  be 
iharged  in  each  kingdom*  to  conntcrYail  the  internal  duty  oit^ 
he  manufsiAure,  or  the  duty  on  the  material.     What  then 
Quft  be  the  confequenoe  ?     He  would  iiiuftrate  it  by  ^  parti* 
ularinfiance^  and  would  leave  others  to  apply  a  fimilar  rea- 
3ning  to  all  the  articles  of  filk  manufa^iure^  milled  filk,  irot^. 
^ares,  ^c«    At  prefent  the  duty  payable  in  Ireland  on  a  bar- 
el  of  imported,  Englifli  ale.or  porter,  was  about  four  fiiiU' 
ngs,  and  the  duty  oalriih  ale  or  porter  imported  into  £ng- 
ind  was  much  higher ;  the  duty,  therefore,  of  four  /hillings' 
"as  hereafter  to  be  the  port  duty  on  that  article  in  each  coun- 
y  :  but  the  internal  duty  in  Ireland  on  ale  and  beer  hap  J 
»ied  to  be  high,  and«  under  the  fifth  propofition,  might  be 
larged  alfo  on  the  Engliih  article.     Eftimating,  therefore* 
is  additional  duty  at  five  fliillings,  the  articles  of  EngliflV 
ewery^  which  farmed  an  annual  export  at  prefent  of  about 
>,ocol.  a  year  to  Ireland,  would  be  charged  with  more  than 
»uble  their  preftnt  duty ;   or,  in  other  words,  would  *be 
ohibited*  Th<  fiune  reafoning  would  extend,  in  different  d&* 
ees,  to  a  great  vatiety  o£  articles.    If  it  fhould  be  anfwered, 
at  this  was  meant,  and  undeiftood,  he  would  only  fay,  that 
had  never  hgen.fo  underllood  by  the>manufa£turers,  and 
»uld  be  attended,  in*  many  indances,  with  ferious  confe* 
uenoes*'    if,«  pnthe  contrary,'  it  fliould  be  fald  that  it  was 
i  meaot,  he  moil  aflert*  that  the  refolutions,  as  at  prefent 
>refled9  fpecifi^iy  fiated  it ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
•port  a  different  inference,  othei'wife  than  by  Introducing  a 
rerent  plan.    He.  would  not  prefs  the  coofioeration  farther 
»reient^  though,  not  unprepared  to  go  into*  the  detail  of  its 
ilqqueaces  veipeifiing  many  artitles  of  Britifb  trade.    He 
now  twice  endeavoured  to  give  «  general  view  of  it,  and 
no  4<til'tt)u|tit*wonUbe'ivoperIy  and  fairly  confidered. 

Mr* 
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Mr.  Fox  lecmied  the  mocioo ;  and  the  addiefs  win)  voied 
withont  fanher  ranuric.  ' 

If  Mr.  Beaufey  moved  for  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  ezid^in 
and  amend  the  excife  laws,  and  to  citend  the  right  of  trial  by 
iurr.    He  imrodnced  hU  ojotion  in  the  following  manner : 

I  rave  notice  to  the  Houfe  yeftcrday  evening,  that  on  thii 
day  1  would  eik  their  pertniffion  to  brin^  in  a  bill  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  coiTcaing  and  defining  the  junfdiaion  of  the  com- 
nulfionen  of  excife,  and  for  extending  the  right  of  trial  by 

My  attention  to  thii  fubjeft  h»  been  ftrongly  excited  by 
diferving,  that  if  an  Engliftunan  be  aflted  what  is  the  privi- 
ly that  chiefly  coollitntet  hii  civil  freedom  ?  his  ufwer  ii, 
••  the  right  of  trial  by  jury."  If  he  be  aOted,  on  what  he 
chiefly  reliei  for  the  contimiance  of  hi?  pclitteat  liberty  ?  hi« 
anfwer  is  ftill  the  fame,  "  on  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  "  for 
be  thinks  this  privdege  a  more  certain  protcftion  firom  .arbi- 
trary power,  than  that  which  arifes  from  a  branch  of  the  1*- 
giflatore  being  appomted  by  the  People.  Yet  this  eflcntial 
privilege,  the  obje£l  of  hit  palHonate  attachment,  is  often  | 
denied  nim  in  oneftions  of  revenue  I  it  is  denied,  him  in  all 
cafes  that  are  determined  by  jnltices  of  the  peace,  or  by  the 
coromifllOQcrs  of  excife. 

In  fusgefting  a  remedy  for  tliis  defeft  in  our  laws,  I  think 
■nyfelffc^unate  in  being  able  to  far.  that  the  evils  which  the  i 
bill  propofet  to  reform,  are  marked  out  as  objedi  of  juft  uo- 
eafinefs,  and  of  well-founded  national  alarm,  in  the  writings 
of  great  man,  from  whofe  Commentaries  the  legifiaton  of 
this  kingdom,  generally  fpeaking,  derive  their  knowledge  of 
the  laws.  j 

*'  The  proceedir^  of  the  excife."  feys  Blackftone,  !'  ara 
"  lb  fumraary  and  fudden,  that  a  man  may  be  convicted  in  , 
**  Iffo  days  time,  in  the  penalty  of  many  thoufand  pounds,  by 
*'  three  commiffioneri,  or  two  juflices  of  the  peace;  to  the 
-"  total  exclulion  of  the  trial  by  jury,  and  difregard  of  the 
"  common  law." 

Tlw  proceadings  art  fudden  and  fummary  indeed.  In 
eigbt  and  forty  houn  the  fbfajeft  may  be  conviCted  in  penal- 
ties that  ihall  devour  his  whole  fortune,  that  Aiall  ftrip  hiio 
of  the  means  of  life,  and  reduce  him  at  once  from  affluence  to 
beggary.  If  the  penalty  is  greater  than  he  is  able  to  dif- 
charge,  imprifonment  inevitably  follows,  and  that  too,  of  a 
duration  to  which  the  law  ha*  afligned  no  limit.  And  what. 
Sir,  is  the  fort  of  evidence  that  ii  required  to  bring  this  ruin- 
ous conviAion  on  the  fabjed  ?    The  evidence  of  *  JingU 

witneC 
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a*ai«t>ial  they  ^aVe  alfo  thfelr  aavantiges;  ind  thut  lh<yW 
advantages  nre  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  cift  MiA  icbh- 
▼onience  oT  the  fuhjefl,  as  WeH  m  to  rtrfe  tMlftrtfts  bf  the  feVt-: 
nne.  To  the  fubjea  they  arr  obviotrfty  brttefiddl  tn  alt 
ttiofc  Cafes  in  which  the  value  in  queflion  is  too  fmsll  to- 
faflain  the  expencc  of  k  trial  by  jury.  To  fiife  irircr«fls 
df  <he  revenue  they  are  effintial  in  all  thofe  cafes  in  Which^ 
ttw  procedure  of  the  ordinary' courts  i'oliWb*  tob  fltfw  ftf 
arrefl  the  progrefs  of  fraud,  till  lofles  of  a  tlangCroKS  (tlagni- 
ttide  have  been  incurred. 

If,  for  example,  a  (Kftiller  ffloold  reRife  to  pay  the  doty 
with-  which  he  is  charged,  afrd  on  thai  accotint  fhould  be 
fned,  as  the  laWdirefis  he  (hull,  for  doublethc  amount  of  the 
dnry  he  fo  withholds,  it  would  be  dingdrous,  indeed,  to 
proceed  againfl  him  in  any  court  that  has  not  a  fuinitiary 
procedure;  for  as  the  fum  which  a  drftiller  pays  h  often' 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  week,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  before  the  flow  procefs  of  a  trial  by  jury  could  give 
efieA  to  the  hw;  the  diRiller  would  have  acabired  a  vafl 
fortune,  and  have  temovdi  with  his  wealth  tti  another 
kingdom. 

But  though  it  be  obvious,  that  the  fummary  courts  arene- 
ceflary  in  fome  cafes,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  revrtioe,  and  ex- 
pedient in  others,  for  the  convenience  of  the  (iitncA ;  yet  it 
it  equally  evident,  that  the  fubjefl  ought  not  to  be  difprived 
ofhis  trial  by  jury,  in  cafes  in  which  no  advantage  can  follow 
either  to  the  revenue  or  himfeff. 

Th^re  ought  to  be  but  two  interefls  in  queflion  ;  the  in- 
terefl  of  the  revenue,  and  the  interefl  of  the  fubjeft  :  hut,  un-' 
fortunately,  a  thh-d  interferes,  the  intereft  of  the  officer.  1 
do  not  mean  that  fort  of  intereft  which  is  connefied  with' 
the  intereft  of  the  revenue,  and  which  arifes  from  the  offi- 
cer's being  in  fome  meafure  the  aSbciate  of  Govermutnt  ■,  for' 
the  intereft  I  mean  is  purely  felfifh,  and  is  founded  on  flmfi- 
dtiratlons  of  private  anhnofity  and  perfonal  hatred  towards 
the  accufed  ;  or  on  con fi derations  pecuniary  and  fordid. 

To  the  malignant  effefls  of  this  private  intereft  in  the  offi- 
cer, it  is  owing,  that  in  caufcs  of  the  grcateft  magnitude  the 
benefit  ofa  trial  by  jury  is  frequently  Withheld;  and  thefnb- 
je€t,  in  cafes  in  which  his  all  is  at  ftake,  \i  con&ned  id  the 
iiodden  and  fummary  jurifdiflion  of  the  arbitrary  court. 

To  remove  this  obvious  hardfhip,  which  brings  with  it  no 
benefit  to  the  revenue,  while  it  oppreffcs  and  irritates  the' 
fbbjeft,  i5  thechief  porpofcof  thebiil  thati  wifhtohavethe 
honour  of  f^refenting  to  the  Houfe.    ■ 

Th* 


Tbe'ViU,  propefe*  tb-  gi»«  to  rhc  fnHjeft,  wtthcrrtaiR  tx- 
.fqegtio^F^  ^nd  oncertputaonditipns  Ihat  are  aeceffary  for  the 
.^Vfity  of  ttie  leyenuet  an  optional  right  to  a  trial  \>y  jury  in 
.;dlq)i4^f.eii%Qf  sxcjfs.  In  allcafei,  whatever  be  the  oipgni- 
taie  of  fhtfinf^  the  fubjc^.  wjj)  elleem  this  option  an 
inenimable  ^jvik^.  Should  t4ie  value  in  difputebe  fmalj, 
iJisfuhjaQ,.  ifi  Jtoon;  the  fpiiit  of  iiiy«ountrymen,  will  often 
.fry*  *f  *Ti»  tr*)ethe-wotth  of  the  goodi  is  trifling,  anil  the 
.'.'  penaltTitfflf  inconfidprablp  i  but  1  vill  n^t  bebrqndedat  a 
.*'  frawluWM  trader  at  the  pls^fi^rs  of  any  Rrbitrary  nourt— I 
:'f  wjll thf^i^  ii>yfel£  vpon  n^y  country — I  have centiden^Q ifi 
•*  thojultkeof  T9y  oufe,  and  whatever  be  the  exp^i^p^^I 
."  will, be  tried  hf  my  :pwrs,"-TT-Si4ch  will  often  be  the  lan- 
guage of  the  fubje£t  in  caufcs  comparatively  trifliijg;  but 
.Vwold  thir.^alD»«f  lh«  {BiZMTe.  on  thftcpntravy,  be  great; 
^.Qvxtld.thft'&rfckkire  of  the  good!!  bring  other  panalties  along 
,with  it  i  flwujii  -the  whale  ^rtunb  of  the  accufed,  his  means 
^  life,  his  libRLly,,  ftipuld  they  be  all  at  ftafca — in  that  cafe, 
how  will  he  rejoice  to  findc  that  thofe  who  are  to  fit  iijjudgv- 
rBwn^  iipOO  ihtint  and  to  be  -^ijbixttM  of  his^  fate,  are  man  of 
like imereAs,  and  ofjike  feelings  with  himfelf. 
,  Tine,  tbp^bll  pnopofeitogivB  thefubjefl,  in  every  calein 
which  he  chufes  to.clatni  it,  a  right  of  trial  by  his  peers, 
.To  this  gcsetal  rule  there  is  uaavoidably  one  exception, 
■which  is  the  fame  I  mentioned  before,  that  of  a  profecutJon  fbr 
the  payment  of  double  dutiet.  This  is  the  only  excepticn, 
for  it  ifi  th«  only  csfs  in  whkh  the  interells  of  (he  revenue 
can  ruilain  a  lofs  by  the  delay  that  attends  the  procefs  of  o 
trial  by  jury  t  and  tortunatdy  it  is  fuch  an  exception,  -as  can 
be  pFpaudlive  otf  no  injullice  to  the  fubjedl ;  for  the  nature 
of  the  cafe  leaves  nothing  to  the  difcretion  of  the  court.  In 
the  £trll  place,  the  charge  ittelfi  if  trlw,  n)ay  be  ejfily  efta> 
.bliihed,  and  if  felfe,  may  aseafily  be  difproved  ;  for  whether 
^be  defendant  has  orhas  not  paid,  on  the  day  prefcnbed  by  the 
Jaw,  the  duties  which  he  owed  to  Government,  is  a  fact  of 
■  notoriety,  andeafilyafcertainedi 

If  the  money  was  really  paid,  it  oiufl  have  been  paid  to  the 
colle^or,  probably  in  the  prefence  of  the  clerks  of  the  office, 
and  of  many  witneflfs  who  attended  on  the  fame  day,  for  the 
fame  purpofe  ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the  ufual  fecuilty  of  a  receipt 
furnilhes  a  proof  of  p^ment. 

In  the  next  place,  it  is  evident,  that  if  the  ezlAence  of  the 

eSencs  be  proved,  the  extent  of  the  punifhment  in  no  degree 

depends  on  the  pleafure  of  the  court ;  it  is  ftri£lly  defined  by 

the  law,  below  the  limits  of  which  U  cannot  be  mitigated,  and 

Dd  2  beyond 
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beyond  which  it  can  as  little  be  extended :  nothing  thercTore, 
eitiKr  as  to  the  proof  or  puniflimeni  of  the  oflence,  ■■  left  to 
the  direSion  of  the  Jud^e ;  and  with  thij  finglc  exception, 
an  exception  as  harmlefs  to  the  fnbjeA,  as  neceflaiy  to  the 
revenue,  thcright  of  a  trialbyjury  is  given  in  allqnenionsof 
excite.  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  attempted  to  dcfciibe  tne-principal 
objtSk  and  general  outline  of  the  bill  which  I  am  anxious  to 
prefent  to  tne  Houfe.  But,  that  I  may  not  be  mifuuderAotxl 
in  fome  expreffions  I  have  ufed,  penait  me,  Sir,  before  I  con- 
clude, to  ohferve,  that  when  I  complained  <^  the  hardfhipc 
«f  theexcife  laws,  and  of  the  defpotic  conilitntion  of  its 
court,  I  meant  not  to  complain  of  the  perfoni  who  prefiSe 
Jn  that  tribunal,  and  by  whom  thefc  lawi  are  difpeofed  to  the 
people. 

The  condufl  of  the  prefent  Commiffionen  hai  been  onn 
formly  mild  and  lenient.  Tlie  example  of  thofewho  fill  the 
highelt  offices  of  the  law  has  difcountenanced,  in  the  inferior' 
jurifdiAioRs,  all  malictoos  attacks  on  the  civil  rights  of  the 
people. 

There  were  times,  indeed,  when  zeal  for  the  Crofrn  wtt 
fuppofed  to  imply  enmity  to  the  fubjedt. 

There  were  times  when  the  Attorney  General  thought  him« 
felf  officially  the  fted^d  foe  of  the  People. 

There  were  times  {the  proofs  that  there  wete  fill  and  de- 
form our  biflory)  when  thofe  who  fat  on  the  judgement  feat 
Were  parties  againft  the  accuf^d ;  were  forward  to  convi^ 
snd  eager  to  condemn  : — the  zeal  of  the  executioner  iafpired 
thedecilions  of  the  Judge. 

But  this  judicial  defpotlfm  has  fortunately  palled  away 
with  thofe  ill-fated  and  arbitrary  reigns  from  which  it  re- 
ceived its  birth. 

In  the  charaAer  of  the  learned  gentleman  near  me;,  to 
whofe  office  the  power  of  profecuting  on  behalf  of  the  So- 
vereign belongs,  the  fubjedl  -reads  with  fatisfaftion  his  own 
fecurity  from  The  apprehenGons  his  anceftors  were  compelled 
to  bear.  In  his  conduA  a  faithful  and  firm  attachment  to  the 
fervice  of  the  Crown  is  fcen  in  every  flep  of  its  progrefs,  ac- 
companied by  an  anxious  folicitude  for  the  civil  rights  of  the 
People.  In  his  hands  the  terrors  of  the  law  are  relerved  only 
■for  the  guilty. 

The  Judges  of  the  prefent  day  are  the  objects  of  the  Peo- 
ple's higheft  veneration.  Placed  upon  an  eminence  on  which 
the  varrablenefs  of  politics,  the  fhiftings  of  Adminiftration^i, 
and  eveir  the  aweful  event  of  the  deceafe  of  the  Sofereign 
blnfelf,  are  productive  of  no  change,  the  People  receive  theit 

decilions 
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dccifions  as  the  decrees  of  unbiaHed  wilHoin,  of  pnte  difin- 
tcrefted  juftice. 

When  perTons  of  fuch  high  charaflers  prelide  in  the  fuperior 
^ibtinals  of  the  kingdam,  even  thefe  courts  of  jurifdiftions 
that  are  not  dependent  upon  thetn  are  confcious  of  reftraint 
iathe  sxercife  of  arbitrary  power. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  theHoufean  account 
of  a  bill  that  has  for  its  obje£l  the  harmonizing  the  interelU 
of  the  revenue  with  the  rights  of  the  People,  by  giving  fecu- 
rity  to  both. 

And  now  with  all  diffidence  in  my  own  exertions,  but  wi{h 
all  confidence  in  the  excellence  of  the  objefi  for  which  I  con- 
tend, I  b^  leave  to  move  for  permiflion  to  bring  In  a  hill 
**  to  explain  and  amend  the  laws  now  in  being,  giving  juiif- 
"  diAion  to  the  Commiffioners  of  excife,  and  the  Tuftices  of 
**  the  peace,  inmatten  relating  to  the  revenue  of  cxcile  or 
••  inland  duties." 

Leave  was  given., 

Jlfouday,  Maj  9. 

Mr-  CliuiceUor  Pin  rofe*  he  £iiid,  in  performance  of  the  Mr.  1 
moft  nnpleafant  part  of  hii  duty,  that  of  propufing  tb  the  <«iloi 
Committee  the  impofition  of  new  bnrdent  on  their  coollita- 
entt,  for  the  parpofe  of  anfwerlng  the  neceHary  demands  of 
the  public  fervice.  It  wat,  he  waa  fufficiently  perfuaded,  a* 
niacb  a  nutter  of  regret  to  other  gentlemen  as  it  could  be  to 
him,  to  find  themfelves  called  to  the  painful  talk  of  providing 
for  the  exig^cie*  of  the  late  calamitous  and  unprofitable 
war,  in  order  to  bring  bade  the  country  to  its  former  vigour 
and  importance,  and  give  liability  to  its  {Irength  and  profpe*  . 
xity.  He  Ihonld  brain  fay  ftating  to  them  the  amount  ot  the 
fev«^  articles  of  lopplv  that  bad  been  voted,  and  that  re- 
mained to  be  voted  for  tne  fervice  of  the  current  year,  and 
would  afterwards  ftate  the  ways  and  means  to  anfwer  them, 
in  order  to  fhew  what  the  deficiency  was  that  be  mud  pro- 
vide for,  and  what  taxes  it  would  be  neceflary  to  propofe.  He 
faid,  he  was  under  no  apprehenfion  that  when  they  perceived 
the  indlfpenfable  and  abfolute  oeceflity  of  creating  efficient 
and  certain  funds  for  that  purpofe,  any  dread  lA  popular  dif- 
content  would  difcourage  them  from  the  duty  which  they 
owed  to  the  People,  whofe  welfare  and  fecurity  alone  was  the 
objeA  in  view.  He  referred  the  Committee  to  the  papers 
that  had  from  time  to  time  been  laid  upon  the  table,  which 
demonftrated  the  fitaatioo  of  public  accounu;  wd  fliewed, 

that 
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tbat  although  we  were  at  peace,  yet  the  expencM  incoiredbr 
the  war  were  fliU  felt,  and  To  ftrongly,  that"it  waa  impoflible 
to  a(&Tt  we  weie  yet  come  to  a  peace  eftablifhroent  in  our 

"finances.  Every  man  who  wiflieJ  well  to  the  luppineCt  of 
his  country  mull  ardently  defite  to  fee  it  again  BouriQi ;  and 
to  obtain  tiiat  end,  we  muft  certainly  make  proper  pravifiooj 
for  out  ntceffitios.  Viewing  the  roattfrin  this  light,  he 
wiftied  to  lujte  every  point  as  clear  to  c^ersaj  it  appeared 
to  himi  and  therefore  he  ihould  trouble. the  Coofniittee  with 
a  ftatcment  of  the  nature  of  our  finances,  ind  what  \r4*  thiir 
amoua-.     The  burdeni  of  the  cour«ry -being- iaevery  mRn'i 

'njinJ,  the  neceffity- cf  tawiion  mull  be: anticipated;  but 
however  the  People  mi jht  feel  its  weight,  they  cprtainliy  muft 
acknowledge  its  jufl.ce  when  they  owned  its  iieccQiCy.  ,  H« 
begged  again  to  mention  to,  the  Committee,  that  his  dutV  JO 
this  principal  taik  led  him  to  provide  liich  funds  to  uif^tK 
the  public  exigep.ries  as  wouhl  not  be  foiiiid  deficient.  .H» 
Should  under  thofe  confiderations,  begin  by  Hating  to  :the 
ComTTiLttee  the  particulars  of  the  current  fervlce  and  (rf  the 
unfunded  dnbt.  .        ■ 

Tlie  nnvy  came  firft.and  nnder  this  head 
Thece  were  eighteen  tkonlaiMlineti    -  '  -     M^,ioo 
Ordinary         -        :-.  -■  =* !    '  075.307       ■' 

Eitraordinaries         :    - .  -  -    949,000 


Total  ^  the  navy        ^.  2,548,307 

This,  belaid,  wag  in  truth  a  moftenormoui  fum  ;  but  fliil 
it  wasfuchanarticleof  expence  as  could  nof  occur  in  future, 
becaule  it  was  only  one  of  The  recent  eJftAs  of  the  war,  which 
of  courfe  would  be  at  an  end  now  that  a  peace  was  efl^ 
fcli  Hind.  He  accounted  for  this  expenCe  contiijning  fo  long  after 
theconrlufioivof  the  war,  partly  from  thte  many  and  weighty 
CEiniraSs  which  it  had  during  the  war  been  found  neccllarj 
to  make,  and  which,  though  not  yet  perfedted,  it  was  Aill  ne- 
ceSl.ry  to  abide  hy,  and  partly  by  the  number  of  our  Jhips  in 
diiiant  parts  of  the  world,  many  of  which  had  not  yet  re- 
turned home. 

I'he  next  article  was  the  army,  and  this  alfo  was  larger 
than  gentUmen  might  imagine,  for  the  army  eRimates  were 
not  yet  reduced  totally;  but  when  the  Coin[i..ttee  came  to 
teco\]<-&,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  make  all  the  reduflions 
receiTary  for  a  peacp  ((tablifhment  n  onetime,  they  would 
fee,  tbat  although  the  I'um  was  great  this  year,  there  was  the 
I  pleafing 
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plea'fing  liopc  of  the  next  being, conC^crably  lefs;  however 
the'fums  voted  for 

The  army  amounted  to  -  £.2.286,263 
With  refpefl-  (o  the  ordnance,^  variety  of  experices  fiaci  oc-* 
cuitcd,  whfch  *ere  Swing"  in  a  great  tiiPafiire  to  a  ffertlement 
which  liad  talcen  place,  ard  which  was  i  meafure  extremely^ 
neceflary :  he'meant  the  making  provillon  foi-  that  part  of  tl»e 
orJnance  Jebt, 'which  was  unprovided  for,  anil  not  included 
in  the  eftimates  of  the  year  11^^  which  amounted  to  fome- 
what  tnore  thaii  40,0061.  Therefore,  including  that  with 
the  fums  that  had"  Beeti  voted  this  jear,    .      ' 

The  ordnance  amounted  to  -  ^.  392,855 
The  he«  arttcle  tlTat  he  had  to  menlion,  tlje  deficfencfes, " 
was  extremely  heavy,  and  difagreeable  to  relate;  but  as  it  be- 
carflc  his  doiyTO  lay  before  the  Committee  a  thorough  ftate 
of  the  finances  of  tne  country,  he  fliouM  do  it  with  chear- 
>fi)lneft,  relying  on  their  candour  for  the  trouble  he  gave  them, 
relative  to  the  deficiencies  of  the  prefent  year  ;  and  as  it  was 
neceflary  to  fee  what  the  whole  expenditure  was,  in  order 
to  b^arrce  it  again  ft  the  incofne,  fo  it  was  right  to  ftate  that 
The  deficiencies  amounted  to  -  jf.  1,612,908 
Them.ilt  and  land  tax,  he  faid,  in  general,  had  been  over- 
ryte6;  they  had  been  taken  at  2,750,000!. ;  but  he  faw  from 
experience  they  produced  no  more  than  2,450,000!.  which 
was  a  'deficiency  of  300,000!.;  and  the  deficiency  of  thft 
fonds,  rthich  were  aj'propriated  to  the  paying  of  certain  an- 
nrnities,  am  on  fifing  to  1,208,7171.  had  been  obliged  to  be  made 
good  out  ■of  the  finking  fund. 

Thert  were  feveral  lums  which  lie  (hould  lay  before  the 

Committee  that  had  been  voted  for  mifcellaneous  lerv^icCS  as 

ufaal,  and  they  were  as  under,  v^ 

Plantations         -  -  ~         ^.  3^EjJ. 

Somerfet  Houfe        .  .  -  25,000 

African  Company       -        -        -        -   '      13,000 

Mnfeum         _  -  -  -  3,coo 

Commiflionerifor  ftatJng  the  public  accounts  9,000 

Addreflis  of  the  Houfc        -        .         -         2,950 

American  Loyalifts        -         -  -  62,638 

Bcfides  »hich,  it  was  proper  to  ftate  to  them  that  lie  fhoulJ 

on  a  futnreday  take  notice  of  the  arrears  of  the  4I  per  cent. 

that  *aS  due  on  the  duty  of  the  Leeward  Iflands ;   and  it  was 

right  that  he  fhould  apprize  the  Committee,  that  he  would 

on  a  futute  day  of  fupplv  move  for  the  fum  of  56,000!.  to  be, 

paidfortliSt  pufpofft;  which  made  the  whole  of  the  bft  year's 

expendituie  amoant  10-9,737,8681,  but  then  the  Committee 
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•rare  not  to  look  uponUiat  as  the  annual  expencepftbe  years 
to  come ;  for  the  realbn  of  this  Leing  greatet  than  it  was 
hoped  the  fucceeding  would  be,  he  tniued  be  had  deail j 
pointed  out. 

To  make  good  that  fum  of       -        •      £■  9.737,868 

The  whole  of  the  fums  voted  were. 

Malt,  ai  per  cAitnate        _        -        .        -  750,000 

Land        .            -            -          -         -  2,000,000 

Exchequer  Bills        .        -          -         .  2,500,000 
Surplus  of  Gnking  fond  to  the  5th  of  April 

1785        -           -           -           -  7<».539 

Anny  favmgs        »        .        -        -        ,  431.579 

Total  voted  £,  6,184,118 
The  fum  therefore  wanted  to  be  voted  was  3,553.750!. ; 
1>ut  it  was  proper  to  relate  that  there  had  heen  paid  into  the 
Exchequer  the  fum  of  199,5611.  chiefly  aiifing  from  balances 
which  had  lain  in  different  pay niallen  hands,  who  bad  begun 
to  pay  them  in ;  and  the  fum  of  4,798!.  which  arofe  from  the 
jeceipt  of  fmnll  duties. 

The  furplus  nf  the  grants  itt  1784  had  amounted  to 
66,i6il.  i  and  the  growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund,  cal- 
culated to  the  loch  day  of  Odloher  17S5,  was  no  lelt  a  fum 
than  3,128,8671.;  but  flill  ic  would  require  near  one  million 
more  to  make  good  the  fupplies  that  bad  been  granted ;  to  be 
fure  the  fum  was  fmall  when  put  in  competition  with  the 
fums  that  for  3  ferles  of  years  had  been  alked;  but  be 
hoped  it  would  (fmall  as  it  was)  be  the  lafl  that  would  be 
wanted. 

In  borrowing  that  million,  be  had  turned  the  matter  feri- 
oully  in  bis  mind ;  and  confidering  the  Aate  of  the  funds  it 
this  day,  and  their  probable  improvement  in  the  courfc  of 
another  felCon,  he  deemed  it  to  be  much  the  mofl  prudent 
fcheme  for  the  benefit  of  the  kingdom  not  to  fund  this  mil- 
lion ;  but  to  borrow  it  from  the  Bank  at  5  percent,  by  which 
the  Public  certainly  would  gain  a  faving,  that  could  not  arife 
from  going  to  open  market.  From  this  mode  there  was  ano- 
ther advantage,  and  which  the  Committee  muft  eadly  per- 
ceive. The  Bank  were  to  pay  the  money,  as  the  neceflitics 
of  Government  called  for  it,  not  immediately,  nor  all  toge- 
ther ;  and  the  inteteft  was  to  be  paid  but  on  the  fums  as  tbey 
were  called  for;  and  only  from  time  to  time,  which  was  a  be- 
nefit that  could  not  be  had  from  funding.  The  intereA  on 
this  million,  tlierefore,  amounted  not  ^uite  to  50,0001.  but  as 
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it  would  be  near  the  fom^  he  ibovid  take  it  at  that  fia^ement; 
and  provide  aocovdingly  by  tazes/that  would  be  efficient  aod 
•fully  piodu&ive.  lo  ref^A  to  the  wh6te  unfunded  debt  of 
the  navy  and  ordnance^  he  fubmitted  to  the  Gommittee,  whe- 
ther there  were  not  a  variety- of  fi^xible  reafons,  not  to  delay 
their  confideration  beyond  the  prefent  ieffion  of  Parliament, 
They  were  a  load  upon  tEe  credit  of  the  country  that  pre* 
.vented  it  irom  taking  that  fpring  which  peace  and  our  re^ 
TottTces  moft  certainly  warranted. 

But  the  pnneipal  point  to  which  be  had  to  draw  (he  attenh 
lion  of  l;he  Committee,  was  the  funding  of  the  navy  and  ord^^ 
nance  debts ;  they  hatd  been  calculated  up  to  the  5tb  of  July 
1785,  and  amounted  to^ 

Navy        -  -      4.        .         .         -        9,505.808 

Ordnance       •       «       -       .        *      5^4*349 

•-•■••   "  - 

Total  £,  10,010,157 
Making  together  upwards  of  ten  millions ;  and  he  fubmitted 
to  the  Cioimiiittee  whether  it  was  not  moft  proper  to  fund  it 
.this  year,  and  not  wait  until  another,  as  it  loaded  the  nation 
<tb  fuch.a.dq;ree  as  to  prevent  her  rifing  in  any  future  war* 
Tobefurea  great  part  of  the  debts  confided  in  navy  bills; 
•and  the  Committee  muft  recolleft,  that  laft  year  out  of  tha 
Jiine  millions  of  navy  debt,  fix  were  funded,  which  left  this' 
year  but  about  four  millions  to  be  funded,  with  the  addition 
of  the  ordnance;  and  the  period  that  feemed  generally  to  be 
^approved  of  as  a  Aated  one,  for  the  payment  of  them  at  par, 
appeared  to  be  after  they  had  ran  two  years ;  therefore  it  waif 
liis  intention^  that  all  the  bills  when  they  had  run  an  equal 
time,  vit.  two  years,  fliould  receive  an  equal  benefit,  and  have 
lOoL  paid  for  every  bill  of  lool.  including  intereft  as  well  as 
principal*  But  it  would  not  be  right  to  wait  until  every  bill 
had  been  two  years  in  circulation  before  any  was  begun  to  be 
paid;  hethereiore  meant  to  hold  out  fuch  inducfsments  a^ 
would  tempt  the  bill-holders  to  fubfcribe  early;  but  at  all 
events,  they  would  have  an  option  whether  they  ihould  wait 
Until  their  bills  had  run  two  years,  or  accept  of  fuch  terms  as 
were  held  out  to  them,  which  were  ample,  abundant,  and  in 
fome  cafes  an  enormous^rofit ;  they  would  have  an  alterna- 
tive^ and  if  they  did  not  chufe  to  wait,  at  all  events  they  would 
not  be  entitled  to  aik  fuch  a  drfcount  as  thofe  that  did  ;  but 
they  would  have  fuch  an  intereft  as  would  fatisfy  them,  and 
ttfe  PuhUc  have  no  reafon  to  be  difplea&d  with.  In  order 
that  h<  might  fpeak  with  fome  degree  of  certainty  on  that  ' 
rjieadf  he  had  defired  as  fuU  a  meeting  of  that  numerous  body 
Yo/-  XVIIL  E  e  it 
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*'COBMfco-colle£tod,  xnd'dwy.reeibed  filtitficd  witb  ijbetenBS 
he  heU  oiK';  wbidi  wen^  tbat  for  every  loonth  vrhkli  the 
ifill-holder  M>lcribad  (ooBcr  tbatt  thetwo  yeir&,fae-Jliniuld  al- 
Ivira,  difcdnnt  of  i  per  <iaot.-per  raooth,  which  keitainly  was 
wing  bim  more  than  if  paid  at  (wo  ibted  pefiodt,  each  of 
jtta  year.  ' 

-Now- the  fond  that  be  neEtnC  to  fiini  the  nary  billiand  ord- 
■nance  ddKntoiet  .in,  was  the  very  lund  conceminf;  which 
there  was  fo  much  difpute  laft  year ;  nimelyi  ;tlie  s.pei  cent. 
Althoi^  for  every  tcol^  ftrfnnded  in  that  ftodt  in  ^prr&rence 
tD'thia  3  per  oents.  ^neWai  a;h)fkincnmd  of '6r.  penoont^ 
vthicbwonid  create  an  nce&  o£  annuity  amounting' .on  the 
whole  Turn  to  be  funded  of  about  3P«oool.  t  yet  if  the  -plan 
propbfnL'-of  appropriating^one  million  annually  tor.tbedif- 
charge  iif  the  debt  was.meant  to  be  adopted,  ariKnever  that 
debt  ca line  to  be-retleemed,  it  would  be  done  at  a  much-ealter 
rate, -and'in-a  length  of  years  there  would  he  a  laving  of  be- 
tween s  and3,Qcx),oDol.  notwitiiftandirw  tbennb-eaicitfiift. 

Thefivcper-oent.  ilock  a  fewdaysunce  wni,-iit:93{;  Iwc 
^ea-vedrfUtrable^partof  tbehtilf  year'i  dbridend  .iiat  due; 
Jit  leaft  there  iras,  out  of  the  a^  pc.  cciit<-  fan.  h^iiiiiach, 
yihea  dcdaAcd  from  the  92^  made  it  only  .90i|tiwliidi  ilie 
"would  Aippofe  WBi  the  price  wbea. the  debt  cams  to  be 
fiitaded;  but  thft  bringing  in  anomiaalxapital  of  umiilieii^ 
10  fund  adcbt  of  10,  would  nadoubtedly  oaole a  tcmpaair 
•Jtipreflion,  therefore  he  would  reckon  it  at  89  f  i  bat  W  bu 
.ownpart  he  ftonkl  fuppofs,  that  taking  fo  large-  a  load  of 
navy-bills  out  of  the  market  would  be  e^nal  to  cl^loaiftofoew 
?fteck  broDght  in,  and  therefore  the  depreffion  -wmU.not  be  ib 
^reat  as  imagined ;  hai,  3t  all  events,  the  c  per  cent,  ilocks, 
^thikt  day,  wfere  only  at  91  i,  which,  when  ate  i  i  inteitfi  doe 
>wa$  taken  off,,  reduced  tiiem  to  90,  and  made  tfatm  oAly  i  per 
«ent.  more'  than  he  bad  taken  his  fuppofittooat,  whidi  was  to 
igive  iiiL  8t.  for  every  tool,  bill;  of  courfe  the  Public 
Voold iuire  to  pay  jl.  lis.  6d,  intereft  for  every  lool. which 
-was  a  trid^  more  than  5^  percent,  and  the  ten  millions faehil 
-to  fond  ivould-  require  an  tntereft  of  £63,000].  fbr^x  capital 
(Created  of  31^140,0601.  which  it  would  require  to  fund  the 
navy  and  t>rdQaiice  in  the  5  per  cent. ;  but  oat  of  that  theie 
'was  240,0001.  to  be  taken,  which  was  providedrfcr  UA  year, 
'when  d)el&,oo0jO0oI.  of  navy  debt  was  funded;  therefbreths 
whole  of  the  imereA  wanted  for  the  additismi  debt  to  be 
funded  was'only  323,oool.  aad  the  jo^oed.  interefl:  for  the 
-million  borrowed  of  the  Dank,  made -it  together:  373,000!. 
which  was  the  tntereft  wanted,  and  tlie  whole  bo  ihwd  hane 

had 
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bad  to  provide  taxes  for,  bad  it  not  been  for  tbe  repeal  of  tbe 
tax  upon  ftifltanSy  on  tbe  propriety  of  wbicb  there  bad.  been 
fbcb  a  multiplicity  pf  opinions ;  the  repeal  of  that'  tax  be 
could  not  eftiroate  at  lefii  than  40SOO0L ;  of  courfr,  ba  was . 
bound  to  find  taxes  as  under : 

One  million  borrowed  of  the  Bank     *    £.  50,000 
Debt  to  be  funded  «        •        «        323,000 

Deficiency  by  repeal  of  fiiftian  tax       -       40,oqo 


'  »  I 


Total  of  intereft  wanted  -  •  ^,41 5,000 
He 'ftfll  remained  of  opinion,  hefaid,  that  the  taxes  would 
turn  out  as  produAive  as  he  had  ftatod  tben^  fbom  the  calcu* 
lation  he  had  made;  and  that  a  furplus  of  1,000,000!.  fink- 
ing fund,  for  the  diicharge  of  debt,  would  be  found ;  but 
flioutd  he  haire  made  any  error  in  his  calculations,  and  in  the 
event  find  himfelf  deceived,  he  trufted  tbe  Houfe  would  not. 
abandon  the  idea  of  having  a  million  of  finking  fund;  hot 
think  it  their  duty,  however  difagrecable  the  taik,  to  find 
fuch  other  refources  as  fliould  be  fqAcient  fo  make  up  any 
deficiency. 

This  (urn  of  4i3)00oK  it  was  requifite  to  raife  by  new  'and 
additional  burdens  upon  the  People ;  and  again,  he  muft  re-< 
mind  the  Committee,  that  however  unwbkKMne  the  talk  of 
hnpofing  tben^,  yet  from  thefe  burdens,  one  great,  one  long- 
Wifbed-fer,  event  was  to  arife,  a  real  fund  towardi  faying  off' 
the  nathnal  dAt ;  and,  he  faid,  ho  remained  moft  ftrongly 
confirmed  in  opinion,  of  a  probability,  that  this  event  would 
finally  happen.  Tbe  heavy  and  the  accumulated  burdens 
that  had  for  a  feries  of  years  been  heaped  upon  the  People, 
made  them,  no  ddubt,  hope  and  expeA  that  the  asra  of  peace 
would  be  a  time  of  retrenchment,  and  a  day  of  eafe.  Hard, 
therefore,  was  the  taik  of  a  Minifter,  whofe  duty,  from  his 
fituation,  led  him  to  the  neceffity  of  fiill  adding,  even  under 
thefe  circumftances,  to  thofe  taxes,  and  to  thole  burdens.  He 
had,  therefore,  to  hope  for  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee 
towards  a  perfon  in  his  fituation.  Alter  taxes  the  moft  pala- 
table, after  taxes  the  moft  popular,  and,  when  the  refources 
of  eadi  haS  been  drained  to  their  utmoft,  tbe  means  by  which 
tnottey  was  to  be  niifed  could  not  meet  with  that  general, 
agreeable  seception  which  Olherwife  might  be  expeAed.  SoQie, 
jildeed,  ftill  exifM,'  which  pk>fibly  might  be  called  pr^uc* 
tive ;  but  the  'means,  in  his  opinion,  though  in  one  degree 
palatable,  yet  in  aneoiher  were  pernicious.  Thry  difguiied 
the  poifbin,  at  the  very  tiiQC  they  ^oHniftefed  d^  fappo.fed 
fomedyi'  and^  rby  Jdt^uifing,  aggravated  to  a ,  ceftainty  ths; 

'  %t  %  burdens 
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bnriens  of  the  People.  The  prodnaivenefi  of  t*ie»  wa$,  ho ' 
doubt,  what  a  Minifter  ihould  moft  fariouQy  attend  to :  but, 
in  doing  To,  be  ought  to  have  the  good  of  the  people,  ai  well 
as  the  benefit  otthe  nMion,  in  view ;  and,'  tlieiefore,  that- 
Itrhich.  in  the  end,  was  deftniftiTe  by  the  means,  Ihould  be 
avoided.  Id  fupport,  however,  of  what  he  had  to  propofe, 
although  thev  were  not  fo  palatably  made  up,  yet,  he  traced, 
to  the  good  lenfe  of  the  Committee,  and  to  the  loyalty  of  th« 
People,  that  they  wou)d  be  now  accepted  by  the  one,  and  in 
time  chearfiilly  acquiofced  in  by  the  other.  In  refpe^  t6  the 
Gomtnittee,  he  wiued  it  to  be  undeiftood,  that  fotne  of  the 
taxes,  be  meant  to  offer,  would  certainly  fall  heavier  on  them 
than  on  their  conAitumts :  but  this,  he  trufted,  would  meet 
their  ideas  of  political  joAice,  which  certainly  went  to  taxing 
die  wealthier  in  preference  to  the  more  indigent  part  of  the 
community.  One  conCderation  more  he  fubmitted;  and, 
he  trufted,  it  would  have  its  force,  was  that  of  no  additional 
expence  in  the  cotle£lion  of  the  taxrt — no  new  officers.  TTie 
firft  which  he  Ihould  propofe  to  the  Committee,  was  an  addi- 
tional tax  on  male  ferva^ts,  who  at  prefem  paid  a  dut^  of  one 
guinea  per  annum  each.  In  propofing  the  &r&  of  his  taxes, 
he  faid,  he  felt,  what  he  ihould  not  perhaps  feel  before  any 
other  ailTembly  that  he  could  addrefs,  a  latisfodion  in  think- 
ing, that  In  proportion  to  the  dwree  in  which  it  would  he 
likely  to  affeSt  themfelves,  or  perlons  whofe  fituations  were 
£milar  to  theirs,  fo  would  it  be  more  likely  to  meet  with 
their  approbation.  This  tax  was  not  a  new  one,  but  an  addi- 
tion to  one,  which  had  already  been  tried,  and  which,  befides 
its  produce,  being  nearly  afcertainable,  had  the  other  quali- 
ties, which,  he  laid,  he  ihould  always  look  for  in  moments 
of  prelTing  exigency,  namely,  the  fum  paid,  being  open  and 
perceptible  to  thole  who  were  to  pay  it,  and  that  of  falling 
principally  oo  fuch  at  ought  in  juftice  to  be  moll  the  objeSs 
of  taxation,  vis.  the  rich  and  opulent.  As  it  now  ftood,  this 
indifcriminate  tax  he  conftdered  as  a  very  partial  one,  and 
tl»  partiality  was  of  much  injury  to  the  poorer  foit  of  peo- 
ple, in  comp^rifoQ  with  the  rich.  An  opulent  man,  paying 
only  twelve  guineas  for  twelve  fervants,  certainly  did  not 
afibrd  a  juft  proportion  to  a  man  in  lower  circumAances,  pay- 
ing one  guinea  for  one  lervant ;  and  the  reafon  was  (Avious* 
Suppofe  a  perfon  of  200I.  per  annum  kept  but  one  lervant, 
that  moft  aiiuredly  was  paying  a  much  greater  proportioa 
than  he  ought'to  do,  jf  a  man  of  5000L  per  annum,  ^ho 
kept  a  dozen,  only  paid  twelve  guineas.  It  was,  ther^OR^ 
meant  to  prcpofe  to  the  Cnrnnittee,  that  the  taxflwok)  be 
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InciKifedl  acoordtog  to  the  proportional  nimibdr  of  tht  ftr* 
vants,  and  that  the  peifoo  of  the  higher  incgme  ihould  coq-« 
tribute  accordingly ;  and  as  t4ie  fenrants  which  tbeyk^ 
were  more  for  vanity  than  for  real^ife^  more  for  Inxary  than 
for  xdlual  fenrict»  the  tax  would  be  more  a  tax  upon  none- 
eeflQirv  exttav^ance,  than  upon  either  induftry  or  fervitude  ; 
and  mouU  it  even  operate^  in  reducing  the  number  of  thole 
unnecei&y  men,  it  certauily  would  t^  leflening^  or  rathec . 
reiloriog  to  the  country,  a  number  of  perlbns  who^  in  tbdp 
prefeot  fituation,  we.e  theleaft  profitable  of  any  other  to  the 
community.  The  additional  tax  which  he  mould  fubmit  . 
was,  that  inflead  of  one  guinea  on  each  ftrvant^  they  flurald 
be  rated  as  follows : 

One  (ervantt    •     r         ♦        - 

Two,  and  not  more  than  thret^     - 

Five,  and  not  more  than  feven. 

Eight,  and  not  more  than  ten^ 

Eleven  and  upwards,  «  .. 
This,  he  trufted  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Com- 
mit^ for  the  reafons  already  ftated ;  and  as  the  caleulatiQa 
of  the  produd  of  this  addition  was  made  from  the  ftatement 
of  the  income  already  produced,  theie  was  little  reafon  t^^ 
imagine  that  the  computation  would  fidl  fliort  of  the  fup* 
pofed  revenue.  He  defired  it  to  be  underftood,  that  he  in- 
cluded in  this  tax,  for  the  firft 'time,  waiters  at  taverns,  cbf- 
fee-^vmfes,  and  other  places  of  public  entertainment.  He 
Ihould  therefore  take  the  addition  on  male  jlervants  at 
3S,oool. 

The  next  propofition  he  had  to  efBer  to  the  Committer 
was  a  tax  which  had' often  been  the  fubjedl  of  much  diicuf- 
Hon.  It  might  probably  find  one  kind  of  obje£^ion  firom  the 
grave  and  fober  part  of theHoufe,  and  it  might  alfoencoun- 
ter  the  jocular  ideas  and  merry  witticifms  of  the  other :  the 
former,  ||owever,  hie  was  prepared  to  meet  and  combat  with 
reafon  and  argument;  to  the  latter,  he.  had  only  good-hu* 
mour  and  cbeerfulnefs  to  oppofe ;  yet  ftill  he  boped^  when 
it  'was  confidered  how  very  trifling  the  tax  would  be,  and  at 
the  (ame  time  how  exceedingly  produdive,  that  no  gentle* 
man  would  think  bimfelf  junifiable  in  throwing  any  obfta* 
cles  in  its  way :  but,  upon  every  confideratioo,  the  tafx  te 
him  appeared  to  be  good  and  efficient,  and  therefore  he  had » 
very  little  apprehenfion  from,  its  being  feriouily  oppoied  bj 
the  .Compiittee :  it  was  a  tax  upon  maid  fervants.  This 
tax,  he  trufted,  woul4  be  lefs  unpopular  from  its  not  being 

^     ^  ^  partial; 
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partial;  it  was^uoirorfaL     The  daffiis  ua^  wlueh  be  vemt 
to  diAiDguifti  them,  vere  as  follow : 
.     For  one  mzid  ferant     -  -         -i        is.     6d. 
For  two        -    -.    -         -        -         5».    o  each. 
For  three,  and  upwards  -^        lO*.  o  each. 

'   The  calculation  on  the  fnppofod  income  from  this  tac 
could  Jiot  be  as  accurate  as  that  of  the  male  fervantt ;  but 
upon  every  intelligence  whit^  he  could  colleA  froin  the  tk-    ; 
tmnt  laade  to  him,  he  could  comswithin  the  fum,  andfeas    | 
not  to  over-rate  the  probable  revenue.     The  beft  criterioa  to   I 
calculate  from,  was  the  number  of  windows,  as  returned  in 
d)eirindow-t(ix account^  whiohweie  as  follow; 
372,776     houfes  of     14     windows. 
76^857     Do.  from    14-  to     aa. 
32,000    Do.   from  32     to     35. 
The  finrvaata  he  calculated  tkas : 

One  maidiervant  in  each  hoafe  of  14  windows. 
Two  in  a  houfe,       -  -      -  -       of  23  ditto.  1 

Three  in  a  iioulc,        -        -       ^  35  ditto. 
.Fovr  upon  an  average  inereryhoufe  of  36  and  upwards. 
;   This  calcaiation  he  confefled  to  be  fomewhat  arbitrary ;   ' 
but  he  could,  watfaout  danger  of  beingover  the  dlculatioor 
iitt  the  reveouearifing  from  the  taxy 

At  a  fum  not  left  tkm  -         •  '         £•  140,000 

To  which,  when  added  to  the  male  additional 
•       tax,    -        -        -        .        -        -        -  SS-ooo 

The  whole  amount  of  the  Jervants'  tai,  new 

duty,  wodMbe      -        -        .       _        -    £.  175,000  | 

The  .next  tax  he,  fhould.propofe^  would  be  confidoably 
ptodnftive.  It  had  often  been  the  {bbjcd  of  finance,  but 
had  met  its  objc&ioo^  and  that.was  a  tax  upon. all  ret»l 
fl»ps. 

.  The  principal  argnment  under  which:  a  tax  upon  retaH 
(bops  hitherto  had  beto  abandoned  -  wal,  that  it  would  h6 
tndiferimiaaeetf  on  all  fllops  :  but  if  a  diftindion  could  be 
jbdnd  to  do  away  that  ofaJedionT  littoi  he  tnifted,  that  the 
tax  mig^  be  admitted.  The  mode  in  which  hc'  meant  to 
lay  tbiseo  die  Public,,  was  to  ngnlate  the  tax  by  the  rent 
of  the  fliop ;  which  rent,  be  fiienld  fuppofe,  always  bore  a 
proportion  to  the  profits  of  the  bulioefs,  1  and  the  traffic  car- 
tied' on  within  it.  In  this  tax,  he  was  willing  to  have  the 
2 '  propwtion 
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ftioportion  mot^'ixmmilbik  tto  dbelo#er  cli&cf  dealors  i^fmi^ 
tbaxbtCy  he  (hould  propof^   ' 

2S.int]]epound»onaUhoufe8thatipaid   ! 
an^mnual  sent  6f  firom:        -^    r    ^    j^«  4  to  j^«  10 

IS.  ^d.  on  thofe  from  -     -.:•./#•      10  .to       15 
'    i^  od^ciitlibfefirQm        i»      .-        f  .  115  to      al> 

IS.  9d.  on^boie  from     '    ^       w    .    w      ao  to     .25     ^ 

Its.  cd«'on  thofe^of  •«      :  f. .     *-    .  fiSaad'i^>iNli«te 

By  the  leliitiis  made^  lie  -waaieinUed  tdiUte  the  fitht  ths 
whole  would  prodnoe :  ^      '... 

In  Loadon,  Middiefti^  ^andSouthvaric  .    >*     £* '6c^bo6 
:  30  principal  towns  ^!  ;- .      .  *  p    ,       io,oocft 

90  towns,  400  hollies  in  ^sadi      ..j  '/-       .'•  43/X)0 

80  ftownsy  20ofat)iifesu»eaeh  «»        . «-  ly^ooo 

'    Other  finali  tovne  *  '•  -  -^  ,         "*     '.     :^  149001^ 

mini    a  <■  ti  i<fy 

»     '     .  :144j«)CI 

But  for  (ear  that  this  waavovermtiagy  though  ihe  ihould 
rather  apprehend  the  eontrarf^  he.  would  ftate  tibo  i444oOGiL 
at  lao^OQol*  which  fam  the  tax  nlaift  certaiiily  would  pro- 
duce. The.andngeitaenti;under'^)riifoh  ^lus  rwas  to  be  ^col* 
lede^  prevented  any  juRafiiKUe fuppafitionidiac it ^ could bt 
oppreffiTe;  as  he  meant,  hf  way  of  *  reoompence  to  the 
dealers,  to  revoke .  and  take  away, !  tqtally, :  thef  ILoeafBd  horn 
all  hawkers  and  pedlars,  who  wave  cather  a  pell  to.thecomr 
jmuuty*  and  a  kind  of  nurieryfiai:  inland  fmugglers,' than  ariy 
realhcsefit  orcbnyenitticetotheBaUic*.  This  would  occa* 
iion  a  lofs  to  the  revenue  of  4,odbl«ia  year ;  but  this  woaU 
be  amply  compenfated  for  in  the  benefits  to  which  it  would 
^ive  bir£b.  The  revenue. arifing&cMa  this  had  the  advan- 
tage, that  it  would  be  brought  net  to  the  public  treafura^ 
without  any  deduftion  car  expencdy  •  ^y  the  perfonr  nHio  col« 
le£l  the  houfe  tax.    . 

The  next  tax  which  he  ihould  offer  to  the  Ccimmittee  was 
tMie  whibh  uhdoubtedly  wcosid  be  felt, '  it  was  a  tax  on .  poft 
-hories.  This,  was  a  tax  of  which  he  could  fpeak  with  fome 
degree  ^fjC^tainty,  as  the  returns  oiade  rendered  the  calcu- 
lation eafy;  it  was  a  fmall  ad^Utlon,  and  yet  it  was  to  produce 
one  half  of  what  was  already  coUeAed,  he  meant  one  half- 
:pei»y. per  mile  on  all. hoiies  travelling  poll  for  hire;  and 
whcnlKi  came  to  ftate  wh^t  the  Committee,  no  doubt,  mto^ 
kaovtf  .iiehad  little  reafontothiiikbutthey .would  fee,  that 
in  Jsaoy  parts  of  the  country  the  fubje£t  alres^ly  paid  that 
addition^  by  impofitions  of  the  keepers  of  inns,  who  charged 

fbme 
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ibme'  t&  per  mile  iitflead  of  i  id.  he  fliould  therefem  pro* 
pofe  an  addition  of  one  hal^nny  per  mile  on  all  horfes  travel* 
ling  poft,  by  which  tike  ron-keepers  would  not  have  it  in  their 
power  to  pocket  the  Aim  which  the  public  now  paid.  This 
he  fliouid  efttmate  to  bring  in  sOyOeoU 

Tbenext  hehad  toofier,  fbrtheconfidemtio^of  theCom- 
mitteey  was  a  tax  upon  gloves.  That,  he  obferved,  was  a 
fpeties  of  taxation  which  many  Chancellors  bf  the  Exche- 
quer had  turned  their  thoughts  to;- hut  a  difficulty  always 
prefented  itfelf,  of  making  it  a  produAive  tax,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  the  mode  of  colleftiog^  but  the  method  adopted 
laft  year  with  reTped  to  thehatSy  ftruck  him  as  9  very  pro- 
per one  to  be  obferved  on  gloves»  which  was^affixing  a  ftamp 
to  every  pair  of  gloves  previtfus  to  their  being  fold,  and  that 
ftamp  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  gloves*  .  By  that 
0ieans  the  tax  was  coUeded  of  the  retail  trader,  and  he  had 
no  occaiion  to  lie  out  of  his  monev  long  before  the  £|le  of  his 
goods,  which  was  a  te:tfon  why  ne  need  not  make  an  addi* 
tional  advance  on  his  cuftomer,  as  generally  was  the  cafi^ 
if^here  the'trade&nan  had  a  largef  part  of  his  capital  engaged 
in  paying  duties  that  were  not  repaid  him  for  a  confidmbls 
time.  To  be  fure  it  wasdifficult  to  ftate,  with  any  dq^ree  of 
^curacy,  what  the  tax  would  produce ;  but  ho  had  xnade  his 
calculation,  from  a  fuppofltion  that  there  were  3,000,000  of 
•perfons  in  this  country  who  wore  gloves,  and  every  one  of 
them  at  leaft  one  pair  in  a  year,  ;nany  indeed  twenty,  thirty, 
or  fiarty  pair  in  that  .time ;  but  he  could  not  be  thought  to  be 
too  fanguine,  when  he  todk  the  average  at  three  pair  per  year 
for  each  perfon,  which  would  make  the  confumption 
•9,000,000  of  .pairs  anauadly,  which  he  meant  ihonld  bear  a 
lax  of 

id.  per«  pair  on  thofe  from  4d.  to  lod.  value. 

ad.      Do.      Do.        from  lod.  to  is.  4d. 
:         3d.       Do.    for  all  above   is.4d. 
Therefore  he  (hould  take  the  average  at  three  halfpence  per 
pair;  of  courfe  9,000,000  times  i jd.  was  55,000!^-  but  for 
fear  of  being  deceived,  he  fliouid  eftimate  the  tax  at  no  more 
than  50,0001.  ' 

The  next  tax  that  he  meant  to  offer,  was  by  lioenfe  on 
pawnbrokers.  They  were  in  general  a  fet  of  perfons  who 
Jived  on  the  neceffities  of  the  poor,  and  capable  of  paying  for 
:a  licenfe ;  therefore  he  fhould  propofe  that  each  pawnbroker 

tfafoughoot 
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throughout  the  kingdom  fiiould  tajce  out  a  licenfe  apnuaily/ 
as  fallows :  ' 

/.  s.  if. 
Jn  London^  Weftminfter,  and  Southwark  -  lo  o  o 
In  the  country  -  -  •  -500 

Which  he  eftimated  to  produce  -  15000  o  o^ 
The  next  and  laft  that  he  had  to  produce  waj  more  a  re- 
gulation than  a  tax ;  it  was  to  reftify  an  ahufe  on  fait.  Ax 
prefent  there  was  an  allowance  made  on  all  fait  carried  coaft- 
wife  of  three  bufhels  in  forty;  which  was  an  abul'e  of  fuch  a 
nature^  and  fo  liable  to  fraud,  that  he  propofed  to  reduce 
that  allowance  to  one  bufliel  and  a  half  in  forty.  He  had  re- 
ceived a  great  deal  of  inforniatfon  from  a  pamphlet  publifhed 
by  Lord  Dundonald,  and  by  the  regulation  propofed  there 
would  be  a  faving  that  he  could  fairly  eftimate  at  r2,oooL 

Thus  he  had  propofed  taxes  that  were  fuppofed  to  bring  '^ 

in  422,Oo6L  to  pay  an  intereft  of  413,0001.  which  was 
making  an  allowance  of  9,oooL  for  fome  of  them  not  proving^ 
produdlive. 

RfiCAPIT-ULATIOy. 

Male  fervants  -          ..          .          •  35,000 

Female  fervants  -          -         -          -  140,000 

Shops            •  •             -              -  120,000 

Poft  horfes         •        .  -  -          -        -  50,000 

Gloves         »    *  -             V-             -  50,000 

Pawnbrokers  ^                -                -  15,000 

Salt            •  -            -      /     *         w  12,000 

Total  of  ntfw  taxes  -  .  -        422,000 

After  a  few  general  obfervations,  he  concluded  with  an 
adjuration  to  the  Houfe,  that  they  would,  by  their  condud^ 
on  the  prefent  occafion  give  a  pledge  to  the  Public  of 
their  zeal  for  the  national  credit,  and  an  aiTurance,  that 
they  would  never  lofe  fight  of  that  great  objeS  until  they 
0iould  have  brought  the  revenue  (however  painful  the  taflt 
niight  be)  to  fuch  a  ftate,  as  ihould  enable  it,  after  all  the 
demands  of  the  public  fervice,  to  aifFord  a  furplus  of  a  clear 
inillion  yearly,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftabliihing  tha^fmking 
fiind,  which,  he  was  happy  to  find,  was,  in  common  with 
him,  the  ardent  wiih  of  every  gentleman  in  the  Ho;if^  and 
which,  inalienably  applied  to  the  gradual  diminution  of  th«> 
national  debt,  alone  held  out  a  hope  to  the  country  •£  a  fu^ 
tiire  relaxation  from  h»r  prefent  heavy  burdens,  and  a  r*^R 
Vo>.  XVm,  F  i  ftprawio^ 
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fioration  to  that  degree  of  power,  of  refpedlability  and  luftre 
which  ihe  was  intitl^  to  enjoy*  He  then  moved  a  lefblun 
tion  to  the  following  purport : 

<^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this. Committee,  tliat  Exche- 
**  quer  bills  be  iffued  to  the  amount  of  one  million  fierling, 
**  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year.** 
]^»Fdx.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  fliould  not  trouble  the  Hpuie  wfifa  many 
obfervations,  nor  would  he  be  the  firil  to  pppoi'e  any  taxes 
which  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  kingdom,  by  antwering 
the  exigencies  of  the  ftate.  With  refpeft  to  what  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  mentioned  of  the  met;hod  adopted 
laft  year  of  a  five  per  cent*  flock,  and  the  argunofnts  that 
took  place;  he  had  to  remind  the  Coo^mirtqe,  that  then  the 
ftock  was  calculated  at  ninety -three,  now  it  was  not  fo  high 
l)y  two  or  three  per  cent.;  which  plainly  ihe  wed,  that  he 
and  thole  gentlemen  who  fupported  him,  were  not  miAakeii 
|n  their  hypothefis.  In  refpe^  to  the  funding  the  navy  bills^ 
that  appeared  to  him  to  be  juft  and  fair;  and  he, was  happy 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  on  this  occjifion,  had 
put  it  within  his  power  to  remind  the  Committee,  that  this 
very  idea,  nay,  the  very  words  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  now  ufed,  were  ftated  when  they  were  laft  year 
the  idea  and  words  of  another  perfon,  to  be  both  fa£kiou& 
and  clamorous* 

With  regard  to  whether  it  was  better  to  pay  off  navy 
bills  with  a  five  per  cent,  or  a  three  per  ceijt.  fundi  it  was 
not,  he  obfcrved,  a  mattec  that  lieedbe  farther  difcuiled;  it 
had  been  fufiiciently  agitated  already ;  he  ihouW  only  there- 
fore fay,,  that  he  remained  fixed  in  his  opinion,  that  to  fa^ 
crifice  a  large  fum  of  the  public  money,  at  the  inftant  of 
funding  the  remaining  part  of  the  unfunded  debt  upon  an 
idle  ground  of  fpeculative  calculation  with  refpedl  to  the  fu- 
ture, was  a  matter  againft  which  much  fojid  objedlion  could 
be  maintained.  If  he  were  to  go  into  the  difcuifion  of  the 
lirgUment  as  to  what  was  given  to  the  bill-holders  more  by  a 
five  per  cent,  than  a  three  per  cent,  fund,  perhaps  he  fhoulJ 
be  able  to  make  it  amount  to  a  good  deal  more  than  th0 
right  honoui^ble  gentleman  had  ilated ;  he  would  not,  how* 
ever,  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee  at  prelent,  with 
any  calculations  upcn  that  head.  He  thought  with  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  that  it  was  a  matter  much  to  be 
defired  that  the  bill  holders  ihould  fubfcribe  immediately; 
he  was  afraid,  therefore,  that  the  largenefs  of  the  diicouiit 
might  induce  the  bill-holders  to  keep  their  bills  till  the  two 

years 
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yesLn  were  completed,  at  the  end  of  which  thfey  wet"e  to  be 
paid  off  at  par;  but  that  depended  entirely  upon  infoima-* 
tion,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  more  likely 
to  be  in  pofie&on  of  than  he  could  pretend  to  be,  viz,  whe-* 
ther  the  bill-holders  in  general  were  willing  to  fubfcribe  or  uor> 
upon  the  terms  that  had  been  ftated. 

In  refpedl  to  the  cotton  tax,  which  was  repealed,  he  fliould 
rather  imagine,  the  juft  mode  would  have  been,  not  to  cal- 
culate from  the  40,OOoL  given  up,  but  from  the  probability 
of  what  might  be  produced  frdhi  what  the  remaining  part 
was  likely  to  produce*  As  to  the  fervants'  tax,  that  on  tht 
faiale  fervants  was  very  proper,  and  on  the  firft  view  ap- 
peared fo ;  but  it  was  ncceflary  to  aflc,  was  this  tax  colIe6ted 
with  fidelitv;  <were  there  no  frauds,  no  evafions,  nd  parti- 
alities overlooked  ?  This  was  a  moft  material  point  to  be 
correAly  known ;  for  if  the  cafe  was  fo,  if  thefe  frauds  did 
exift,  fome  new  mode  Ihould  be  adopted,  fome  neceflary 
amendments  fhould  be  made,  otherwife  the  prefent  would 
be  only  adding  to  the  burdens  of  thofe  who  already  pay  what 
they  ought ;  by  ftill  putting  it  in  the  power  of  thofe  who  da 
not  contribute  to  evade  their  farther  proportion.  The  poft 
tax  might  be  a  good  one ;  it  merely  depended  on  the  queftion, 
"vvhether  it  would  or  would  not  bear  the  addition  ?  As  to  the 
tax  on  female  fervants,  the  whole  Houfe  muft  agree,  that 
in  a  time  when  the  country  re:juired  additional  burdens,  it 
ihould  be  the  care  of  Government  to  avoid  any  thing  that 
might  create  univerfal  odium;  that  might  give  rife  to  gene- 
ral Unpopularity :  and  he  muft  venture  to  pronounce,  that 
this  tax  of  all  others  would  come  within  that  defcription.  In 
laying  'a  duty  upon  luxury  or  vanity,  almoft  every  man 
would  be  of  one  opinion  as  to  the  juftice  of  the  meafura; 
but  when  that  which  afFe6lcd  fo  great  a  body  of  the  people, 
and  which,  from  the  nature  of  thq  cafe,  muft  be  unpopular,  , 
he  really  thought  the  tax  a  bad  one. 

In  refpeft  to  the  manner  in  which  it  would  be  felt,  it 
would  fall  heavieft  where  it  ought  to  fall  lighteft  :  perfons  of 
large  families,  he  meant  thole  who  had  young  children^ 
would  find  this  a  moft  heavy  burden.  The  increafe  of  their 
offspring  would  become  peculiarly  diftreffing,  arid  the  pro- 
portion of  the  tax  would  be  moft  unjuft  indeed;  it  would  be- 
^come  a  tax  upon  infants,  and  not  a  tax  upon  either  luxury. 
or  extravagance :  he  meant  this  as  to  the  middling  clafs  of 
people,  who  kept  fervanta  only  in  proportion  to  their  chil- 

F  f  ar  dria? 
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dreti ;  the  lower  clafs  kept  none  for  that  fervice,  and  the 
higher  order  were  able  ^o  pay  for  them.  Great  care  fhould,  as 
he  already  obferved,  be  taken^  that  taxes  be  not  calculated 
£0  as  to  tNTCome  generally  unpopular,  becaufe  the  odium  tak- 
ing a  round  from  one  clafs  to  another,  might  create  Aich 
an  outcry  as  to  occafion  them  to  be  cut  up  pro  tamo*  He 
ihould  therefore  rather  imagine  the  tax  not  to  be  fuggefied 
with  prudence* 

In  refpe<5l  to  fliops,  that  tax  would  be  felt  indeed:  — 
and  as  to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  ihew 
by  fomethin;^  more  than  a  mere  ipfe  dixit^  what  were  the  be- 
nefits to  nriie  from  funpreiTing  them*  The  interior  parts  of 
the  country  to  which  thefe  walking  trafficmen  were  of  much 
Jervice  would  fufFer ;  and  the  liciie  villages  on  which  they 
'  were  a  check,  would  each  become  in  itielf  a  monopoly  of 
«  every  article  in  the  ihop  trade.  He  did  not  mean  to  oppofe 
any  of  the  taxes  at  prefer) t;  he  merely  threw  out  a  few  ideas 
on  the  fubje£t|  hinting  that  fomething  ftronger  than  hearfay 
was  requrfite.  One  word  more  in  refpe<Sl  to  the  fervant^maid 
tax :  the  male-fervant  tax  was  allowed  on  all  hands  to  be  much 
.  evaded :  was  there  any  provifion  made,  or  any  care  taken  that 
the  female  tax  would  not  be  under  the  fame  predicament? 
The  hat  tax  had  alfo  been  much  evaded ;  and  yet  the  glove 
tax  was  calculated  at  the  eftimate  formed  upon  that  revenue. 
In  refpe6l  to  tlie  latter,  he  wifhed  the  Committee  to  obferve, 
that  out  of  the  eight  millions  of  fuppofed  inhabitants  in  Great 
Britain,  three  millions  were  children ;  which  added  to  the 
number  of  the  500,000  who  did  not  wear  gloves,  it  was  pro- 
bable the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  too  fanguine  in  his 
ideas  of  the  produ£k  of  this  tax.  •  He  concluded  by  faying, 
that  he  rofe  merely  to  ilate  his  doubts  and  not  to  give  any  ob- 
je£tion  to  the  motion. 
Tli«  Earl  of  The  Earl  of  Surrey  applauded  the  right  honourable  gentle^ 
•**ff«y*  man  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  opened  hxi  budget. 
There  were,  however,  fome  obfervations,  which  had  occur- 
red to  him  as  he  attended  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  which,  in  hts  mind^  deferved  the  at* 
tention  of  the  Committee.  Many  of  the  ways  and  means  he 
thought  were  proper^  and  he  had  no  doubt  would  meet  with 
general  approbation.  He  was  not  fure,  for  one,  how  far  tbt 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  well  founded  in  his  calcula- 
tions with  refpefl  to  the  hat  tax,  but  thought,  on  the  fuppo 
fition  that  the  glove  tax  would  anfwer,  it  was  a  very  fair  one. 
He  was  not  perfectly  fatisfied  io  his.  own  mind  that  thepoft 
tax  would  verify  the  credit  which  was  given  tp  it;  he  thought 
2  aiM^ 
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another  would  fttU  be  more  eligible  as  well  as  more  prodse* 
tive ;  he  meant-a  double  tax  on  Sundays  throughout  the  king* 
dom  <  the  fafhion  was  now  fo  much  to  travel  on  Sunday  s,  thac 
whoever  indulged  in  fuch  a  luxury,  ought,  in  his  appreheniion, 
to  pay  for  it.  As  to  the  tax  on  maid  fervants,  though  gen* 
tlemen  were  difpofed  to  jeft  about  it,  he  was  doubtful  whe« 
ther  it  would  not  operate  very  ferioufly  to  their  difadvantoge* 
He  did  not  by  any  means  coniider  them  in  the  fame  predica-* 
ment  with  male  fervants,  who  might  continue  or  not  in  that 
ilate  of  fervitude.  They  could  alter  it  when  they  pleafedj  aa 
they  might  go  into  the  navy,  the  army,  or  even  to  fomo. 
branch  of  manufa&ure  or  mechanics ;  but  females  in  that 
low  dondition,  were  condemned  to  contmue  where  they  were. 
In  their  cafe  it  was  not  voluntary  but  neceflary  flavery ;  they 
had  no  option;  and^were  they  to  be  puniihed  for  what  was 
their  misfortune,  not  their  crime  ?  At  tiie  fame  time  let  it  be 
remembered,  than  fome  of  the  few  trades  that  more  properly 
belonged  to  them  were  in  the  hands  of  men  \  I'uch  as  flay«- 
makers,  women's  mercers,  haberdafliers,  dealers  in  tape, 
ttireadp'  pins  and  needles,  and  the  like.  If  the  right  honour^ 
able  gentleman  therefore  was  to  abandon  his  intended  tax  oa 
femate  fervants,  and  impofe  a  licenfe  tax  of  tolerabjy  large 
amount  on  the  men  who  carried  on  fuch  trade  as  he  had  men- 
tioned, which  ought  to  be  properly  carried  on  by  women^ 
it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  much  more  acceptable.  ^  He 
traded  the  Committee  would  turn  their  attention  to  a  tax 
thus  iniinical  to  fo  many  of  our  fellow  creatures,  who  were 
redpced  by  Providence  to  a  iituation  in  which  they  could  not 
help  themfelves;  and  that  if  no  other  principle  weighed  with 
them,  a  principle  of  humanity  would;  £nce,  in  his  opiniout 
the  obje&s  of  this  tax  had,  independent  of  other  evils,  hard« 
ibips  enough  to  encounter  from  their  hard  and  relenilefs  de« 
fiiny.  He  would  not  fit  down  without  recommending  a 
very  careful  revifal  of  the  law  already  in  being  relative  to 
travelling.  He  had  hini&lf  travelled  almoft  over  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  had  frequent  opportunities  of  obferving  the 
frauds  atid  chicanery  which  prevailed  in  the  colle(3ion  of  this 
duty  from  the  fubje£i:  it  was  almoft . impoifible  for  any  tax 
to  bear  the  impoiitions  praftifed  in  levying  this ;  and  he  truft- 
ed  it  would  occupy  fome  ihare  of  the  right  honourable  gen« 
tleman's  attention,  as  no  branch  of  the  revenue,  he  believedp 
^ore  immediately  required  a  thorough  inveftigation. 

Mr.  Drake  confldered  the  tax  on  females  in  a  ferious  and  \u.  VrAu 
iSt  moral  light,  as  tending  to  increafe  the  profligacy  and  im- 
purity  , 
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parity  of  the  timet.    He  was  therefore  fo  very  much  difpofed 
to  give  it  all  the  oppofition  in  his  power,  that  he  wou)d  voce 
for  any  other  which  ihould  be  propofed  in  its  room. 
Mr.  Ham-   .   Mr.  Hamnut  did  not  fee  the  maid-fervant's  tax  in   that 
"^^^  very  ferious  light  which  fome  gentlemen  did.    It  was  not  a 

tax  on  hamanity,  becaufe  the  duty  fell  on  the  mafter,  and  ho 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  duty  was  comparatively  a  light  one« 
It  did  not  therefore  ftrike  him  as  an  oppreilive  tax,  as  its  ope« 
rations  were  not  impulfive,  for  no  man  would  J)e  obliged  to 
keep  any  more  fervants  than  he  ploafed.     He  thought  difie- 
^  i«ntly  of  the  fhop  tax ;  this  he  thought  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  a  new  houfe  duty,  and  laid  on  fo  partially  as  to  af* 
itSt  6nly  the  commercial  intereft.     He  thought  it  would  have 
been  more  manly  to  have  avowed  a  new  duty  on  houfes  at 
once  than  by  this  mode  to  opprefs  the  mercantile  part  of  the 
people.    He  fliould  therefore  very  readily  vote  for  any  other 
tax  which  fliould  be  propofed  in  rodm  of  that  on  fhops.    He 
approved  very  much  of  the  abolition  or  regulation  of  hawkera 
and  pedlars,  declaring,  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Tower-hilt  and 
the  Minories,  the  fliopkeepers  complaint   of  the  very  great 
inconvenience  they  fufiered,  which  called  for  an  immediate 
remedy,  and  that  meafure  fliould  have  his  cordial  and  hearty 
fupport.  He  faid  this  might  be  fome  little  amends  to  the  fliop- 
keepers of  the  kingdom,  though  he  ftill  confidered  the  tax 
upon  them  feparately,  as  a  new  tax  upon  houfes  by  a  pound 
rate  partially  applied.    ' « 
2tr  Jamet       Sir  Jamts  Johnjione  exprefled  great  concern  for  the  tax  on 
Johnftonc.  females.    Amidft  all  the  praife  due  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  for  the  very  manly  way  in  which  he  propofed  the 
taxes^  he  could  not  help  regretting  that  he  had  laid  his  hand 
on  maid  fervants ;  in  his  opinion  they  ought  to  have  been 
vfed  in  a  more  fi;entle  manner.     This,  therefore,  was  a  tax 
.which  he  would  moft  ftrenuoufly  oppofe :  it  tended  to  op- 
prefs an  order  of  individuals  who  were  intitled  to  the  moil 
jiumane  pfage ;  to  whom  fociety  had  many  obligations;  and 
by  whom  the  evils  of  humanity  were  confiderably  alleviated  : 
.  this  was  confequently  making  them  a  poor  return  for  all  their 
labours  and  attentions.    He  thought,  at  the  fame  time,  it  did 
the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  no  great  credit  to  bring  forward 
thefe  poor  unfortunate  females  as  a  fubjed  of  fpeculation  and 
merriment :  he  trufted  the  duty  would  not  take  place.    Why 
were  not  thofe  who  intruded  on  their  province,  narrow  and 
circilmfcribed  as  it  was,  fubjeAed  to  the  duty?  Men-milliners, 
ftay-mak^r^,  and  a  variety  of  individuals  who  might  other- 
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wife  be  better  employed.  He  exhorted  the  right  hononfable 
gentleman  to  a  ieletbion  of  taxes  which  fliould  involve  all 
theeiFeminatein  the  kingdom;  but  wifhed  him  rather  to  ex- 
tend his  protedlion,  than  the  iron  rod  of  oppreffion,  to  a  fet 
of  individuals  who  were  more  to  be  pitied  than  taxed.  Then, 
he  faid|  the  bleffing  of  the  oppreiled  would  light  upon  him : 
)>at  he  fufpedled  the  additional  duty  on  the  pawnbrokers  would 
ultimately  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor.  Thefe  were  a  ufefui 
body  of  men.  What  would  often  become  of  the  needy.but 
for  them  ?  Where  elfe  could  they  get  money  at  the  pricey 
dear  as  it  was  ?  He  hoped  yet  to  fee  this  branch  of  traflic 
fupported  at  the  public  expence,  that  the  induftrious,  whofe 
temporary  neceilities  were  often  thus  fupplied,  might  not  be 
deprived  of  fo  convenient  a  refource.  He  wiflied  the  Sun- 
4ays  duty  not  only  doubled,  but  tripled :  it  was  a  day  of 
luxury  to  one  fet  or  people,  and  a  drudgery  to  another.  He 
ihouldy  therefore^  be.  happy  to  fee  it  converted  into  a  benefit 
ifor  the  revenue, 

Mr.  RolU  attached  mod  of  his  obfervations  to  ||he  horfe  tax,  Mr.  RoO^ 
and  urged  the  right  honourable  gentlenoan  to  tax  all  horfes  in 
general,  and  to  proportion  it  in  fuch  a  ix^anneTy  as  that  it 
might  not  operate  partially.  More  money  might  be  obtained 
from  it,  by  laying  an  additional  tax  on  thofe  who  kept  many 
horfes  fqr  the  purpofes  of  luxury  and  ihew,  and  the  tax  might 
be  taken  off  the  poor  and  induftrious  farmers.  Agriculture 
Was  of  too  much  confequence  to  the  nation  to  be  checked.  It ' 
pughti  on  the  contrary,  to  be  as  much  encouraged  as  pofiibte» 
With  regard  to  the  propofed  tax  on  women  fervants,  he  could 
not  think  it  a  good  tax  by  any  means ;  he  heartily  wifhed^ 
therefore,  that  his  right  honourable  friend  would  give  it  up, 
and  fubftitute  foine  tax  that  fhould  be  lefs  objediionable.  Let 
him  recollect  how  hard  it  would  bear  on  many  farmers  who 
kept  a  number  of  women  fervants,  for  the  double  purpofe  of 
doing  the  work  Of  their  houfe  and  of  their  farm.  If  the  tax 
were  perfified  in,  he  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  exempt  dairy-maids  ;  he  hoped  alfo  to  hear  frokn  him 
that  day,  that  pariin  apprentices  were  not  to  be  paid  for,  be- 
caufe,  if  they  were,  the  charitable  aim  of  many  parlihes,  who 
indentured  tneir  girls  out  of  their  fchools,  as  fervants,  would 
be  defeated. 

Mr.  Dimpjier  conjured  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  Mr.  Demp* 
beilow  fome  part  of  his  attention  on  the  horfe  tax.     He  would  ^^* 
not  pretend  to  defcribe  with  accuracy  how  it  operated  in  this 
country^  but  in  theiiorthem  part  its  operations  wereoppref- 
izrein  a  moft  infufierable  deg^e^    Many  farmers  there  were' 
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ttttcrly  unaBle  to  pay  it.  Their  rent  did  not  amount  to  more 
abian  two,  or  three,  or  four  pounds  a  year.  They  confer 
quently  had  but  one  horfe,  which  did  every  thing,  and  they 
could  not  do  without ;  but  for  which,  if  they  but  rode  once  in 
twelve  months,  they  were  obliged  to  pay.  This  was  deftroy- 
ing  the  very  means  of  their  fubfiftertce;  and  he  trufted  the 
light  honourable  gentleman  would  not  negledt  their  fituation, 
but  caufe  fome  mode  for  their  relief.  The  annfhiiation  of 
the  hawkers  and  pedlars  appeared  to  him  a  bold  meafure.  He 
remembered  fome  years  ago,  that  a  bill  for  that  purpofe  was 
brought  into  Parliament ;  but  it  appeared  in  the  difcui&on  a 
^  meafure  big  with  the  greateft  mifchief.     He  was  in  hopes  the 

Committee  would  ftill  view  it  in  the  fame  light.  He  pre- 
fumed  they  would  he  difpofed  to  think  with  him,  in  propor- 
tion as  they  received  information  on  the  fubjeft,  that  far  from 
being  ufelefs,  their  utility  to  the  community  would  prove  their 
prote&ion.  Nothing  but  the  palpable  and  undeniable  utility 
of  the  hawkers  and  pedlars  could  have  preferved  them  fo-iong 
in  exiftencc  againft  all  the  interefts  that  had  united  to  get  rid 
of  them*  To  aboliih  them  therefore  would  he  the  greateft 
xnifchief  to  commerce  that  could  be  thought  on.  There 
vras,  ^Mr.  DempAer  faid,  a  fource  of  revenue  that  he  had  ex* 
pe£ted  to  have  heard  fometbing  from  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  upon  that  day,  and  that  was,  the  waile  lands  of  the 
kingdom.  If  population  was  not  ehcouragedi  we  could  not 
cxpedt  to  recruit  the  drafts  made  upon  this  country  in  the 
courfe  of  the  lad:  war.  He  ibad  hoped  therefore  that  the 
wafte  lands  would  have  made  a  part  of  the  budget. 
Mr.FraBcii  Mr.  Frnncis  was  forrj  the  fyftem  of  taxation  fliouW  in  any 
degree  be  difgraced  by  luch  a  tax  as  that  propofed  on  maid 
fcrvants*  He  had  always  obferved  the  idea  to  be  reprobated 
by  every  perfon  of  feeling  and  fentiment.  He  trufted  the 
tight  honourable  gentleman,  on  mature  conHderation,  Would 
relinquifli  it,  as  nothing  could  be  fuggefted  which  could  give 
the  Foblic  a  more  difadvantageous  idea  of  his  principles  as  a 
man,  or  a  ftatefman.  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  tax  on  fami- 
lies, and  would  be  confidered  as  having  a  tendency  to  accu-* 
luulate  the  oppreffions  to  which  domeftic  life  in  this  country 
was  already.fubjefled. 
Siriawtr^  Sir  Edward  Jf/iley  wsLS  adverfe  to  the  tax  on  women  fer« 
AAley.  vants,  and  faid,  he  had  been  s^gainft  the  tax  on  men  fervants 
when.it  had  been  originally  iropofed.  In  the  county  rti 
which  he  lived,  Sir  Edward  i'aid,  they  had  many  clergymen 
who  upon  (lender  incomes  kept  a  horfe,  and  confequentl^ 
^9X^  obliged  to  l^eep  a  male  fervan^t,  be  thou|;ht  it  bard  that. 
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perfons  fo  circaitiftanccd  fhould  be  obliged  to  pay  a  guinea  a. 
^ar  out  of  the.  pittance  they  had  to  live  on,  and  therefore  his 
idea  had  beep  all  along,  that  only  thofe  Ihould  pay  who  kept 
more  than  one  male  fervant.  Sir  Edward  thought,  the.  abbli*, 
tion  of  hawkers  and  |)edlars  a  roeafure  extremely  proper  and 
defirable,.  The  country  fliopkeepers  expedled  that  their 
neighbours  fhould  give  them  their  cuflpm,  whereas  the  itine* 
rant  dealers,  (he  hawkers  aiKl  pedlars,  came  and  took  it  away; 
nor  was  that  all,  Sir  Edward  faid,  it  was  believed  iii  the  coun« 
try  that  the  latter  fold  ches^per  than  the  ihopk^pers ;  the 
people  of  the  towq^  and  villages  therefore  who  had  run  in 
debt  to  the  latter,  ^ud  faved  up  their  money  to-p^y  them« 
went  and  UH  it  out  vi^itb  the  hawkers  and.  pedlars,  and  left 
their  debts  unpaid. 

Sir  Tbftnas  Micb  declared  bis  wifli  that  the  tax  on  female  SirThomts 
fervants  might  not  be  perfifted  in ;  and  as  it  was  generally  ^'^^* 
-held,  that  when  gentlemen  difapproved  of  a  tax  prOpofed  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  they  ought  to  cbme  forward 
with  another ;  he  Would  fuggeft  one  that  he  thought  would 
produce  nearly  as  much,  and  that  was,  a  tax  on  all  ladies  who, 
were  married  and  put  out  their  children  to  nurjfe. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe,  not,  he  faid,  to  make  any  very  ludicrous  Mr.  Sben* 
remarks  on  the  propofed  tax  on  female  fervants,  though  he  ^^'^* 
could  not  but  imagine,  if  it  were  perfifted  in,  it  would  occaflon 
more  ridicule  than  all  the  cheerfulnefs  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  able  to  cope  with  ;  he  role  to  ftate,  th^t 
he  was  ferioufly  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  moft  unwife  tax,  and 
a  tax  that  the  Public  would  never  be  eafy  under.    Indeed  tlie 
right  honourable  gentleman  in  opening  it  had  fallen  into  an 
egregious   error,  and  applied  a  principle  to  it  that  by  no 
means  could  be  fupported,  as  a  principle  equally  applicable  to     ^ 
the  propofed  increafe  and  gradation  of  increafe  of  the  tax  on 
male  fervants*  and  to  the  intended  tax  on   female  fervants. 
The  keeping  a  number  of  male  fervants  was  indifputably  a 
luxury,  and  the  making  thofe  who  chofe  to  keep  a  number, 
pay  in  proportion  to  it,  was  perfectly  fair  and  reafonable ; 
but  the  cafe  was  far  otherwife  with  female  fervants ;  it  did  net 
follow,  becaufe  a  family  kept  any  number  above  two  or  three, 
that  they  were  more  opulent  and  more  able  to  pay  tax£s  than 
thofe  who  kept  only  one  or  two.     In  many  cafes  where  three 
or  four  female  fervants  were  kept,  the  fole  reafon  was  the  great 
number  of  children  the  family  had,  and  which  neceflarily  re- 
quired that  more  fervants  flaould  be  kept  to  look  after  them. 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  what  be  chiefly  rofe  for  was  to  point  out, 
that  ix>  arguing  upon  the  money  to  be  raifed  to  pay  the  intereft 
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of  the  four  milliotii  to  be  funded,  the  right  hmMvrahle  gen« 
tleman  had  allowed  for  a40,opoL  juft  as  if  that  fond  really 
rifled ;  whereas,  in  fa6t,  there  was  no  foch  fund.    This  Mr. 
Sheridan  explained,  by  flatii^,  that  laft  year  Mr.  Pitt  had 
propofed  r^tfing  enough  to  pay  the  intereft  of  fix  millions  of 
navy  debt,  which  he  had  declared  it  was  his  intention  to  fund 
this  year;    but  that,  in  fad,  do  fuch  money  was  raifed. 
Through  inadvertency  alfo  a  circumftance  had  happened,  of 
which  perhaps  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  not  ap* 
prifed,  and  it  was  this :  in  all  the  bills  of  thef  laft  year,  the 
produce  of  the  tax  made  the  fubjeA  of  each  bill  bad  been 
uniformly  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the 
fix  millions  navy.    To  prove  this,  Mr.  Sheridiin  rdad  a  daufe 
from  one  of  the  ads  of  the,  laft  year,  and  obferved,  that  i 
fimiiar  dauib  had  been  inaccurately  fiiflered  t%  beinlerted  in 
each  bilK    It  fhould  therefore,  he  laid,  have  bein  d  part  of  the 
duty  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  have  provided  tha( 
^ay  for  raifin^  the  240»oool.  as  well  as  th^  other  f«ms  that 
fonftituted  the  413,000!.  he  wanted.    With  regard  alfo  to 
the  taxes  of  laft  year,  which  he  had  given  for  6oo,000l*  Mr. 
Sheridan  declared,  they  neither  had,  nor.  be  believed,  ever 
ivould  raife  500,ocol.    After  fuggefting  this,  he  recurred  to 
the  propofed  tax  on  female  fervants,  which  he  made  fome  fiir- 
ther  remarks  upon,  and  faid  it  ought  at  leaft  to  be  balanced 
with  a  tax  on  fingle  men,  who  certainty  were  a  defcriptioD  of 
|>erfons  lefs  ufeful  to  the  community  than  meit  whor  were 
married  and  had  families.    He  pufhed  this  dbfervation  a  good 
way,  and  concluded  with  declaring,  that  the  tax  on  femaie 
fervants  could  be  confidered  in  no  other  light  than  as  a 
.     bounty  to  batchelors,  and  a  penalty  upon  propagation* 
|4r.  ChiQ.      Mr.  Ch;^ncellor  Pitt  rofe  to  make  fome  reply  to  the  varioiis 
cciiorPiu.  remarks  that  had  fallen  from  difierent  gentlemen.    He  began 
with  taking  notice  of  Mr,  Sheridan's  argument  refpeding 
the  deficiencies  of  the  laft  yearns  taxes,  and  declared  bis  afto- 
hifliment^  after  what  had  pailed  on  the  (BbjeSt  lately,  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  fhould  ftill  perfift  in  aflerting  Cbat  it 
vras  the  doty  of  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  foon  as  he 
}iad  difcovered  that  any  particular  tax  proved  deficient  ia  its 
l>rodu£l,  to  come  forward  and  propofe  fome  new  Ux  to  make 
good  that  deficiency;  when,  on  the  contrary,  the  duty  of  a 
(Jhancellor  of  the  Eitchequer  dearly  was,  tp  look  at  the  pro- 
duce of  the  whole  of  the  year*s  taxes,  and  of  the  revenue, 
and  compare  it  with  the'  whole  of  the  yearns  expenditure;  if 
^he  one  fell  ftiort  of  the  other,  in  that  cafe  it  was  the  duty  of 
iht  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  propofe  fonae  new  tax, 
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in  order  to  mJkt  |[ood  as  drach  af  tlie  rovonue  fidl  fliort  cf 
the  ezpendituce;  but  if  it  did  not  fall  fliort  of  it,  th»  though 
one  or  more  particular  taxer  tDtght  be  deficient  in  producing 
the  fum  for  which  they  were  given,  it  was  not  at  M  mate* 
riaL     If  the  bbnourable  genrieman't  atgunient  had  bean 
founded,  Mr*  Pitt  iaid,  it  would  have  been  hit  duty  to  hav^e 
propofed  taxes  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  Lord  John  Ca* 
inendiih's  tans  of  1783,  which  had  not  prodiioed  more  tha3 
the  one  half  of  the  fums  fer  wfaidi  they  had  been  giyen  ;  and 
it  would  aUb  hate  been  his  duty  to  have  looked  bade  to  all  th^ 
taxes  that  had  proved  deficient  for  a  century  pafi,  and  made 
good  the  deficiencies  of  each. by  new  and  if)ecific  taxe%  e 
circumftance  too  palpably  abfura  to  bear  a  ferious  argument* 
With  regard  to  the  objections  that  bad  been  ftated  againft 
the  propofed  tax  on  fisinale  fervants,  it  was  not  neceflary  to 
have  rscourfe  to  alliteration,  and  to  recur  to  fuch  elegant 
phraies  as  a  bouuty  to  bachelor Sp  and  a  pertaity  on  prcpagationf 
to  find  erouud  of  objefHon  to  it ;  it  was  undoubtedly  true, 
that  thofe  who  were  married  and  had  families  would  pay  the 
tnoft  to  the  ux :  but  then  1ft  it  be  confidered,  that  the  fame 
fiftight'be  (aid  of  eyery  individwd  tax  that  had  been  laid  upon 
articles  of -confumption  for  a  number  of  years  paft*    In  the 
prefentcafeitdld  nothold,  however,  to  die  extent,  that  the 
right  honoQxuhle  gentleman  oppofite  to  htm  had  fuppofed; 
Aor  was  it  to  be  deemed  an  application  of  the  principle  of  the 
gradational  in^eafe  of  the  ux  on  men  fervants,  becaufe,  be* 
ing  aware  of  the  heavinefs  and  inequality  with  which  the  tax 
on  female  Servants  would  bear  upon  thofe  who  had  large  fa* 
milies ;  he  had  laid  it  fo  low,  that  it  could  hardly  be  faid>  un« 
der  any  circumflances,  to  be  a  grievance.    Thofe  who  kept 
one  female  fervant,  weit  to  pay  half  a  crown  only,  which 
furely  could  not  be  an  obje&  to  any  perfon  who  kept  a  female 
fervant ;  irhoie  who  kept  two,  were  to  pay  five  IhlUings  each ; 
and  thofe  who  kept  throe  or  more,  ten  fhiilings  each,  and 
there  it  -  was  to  ftop :  now,  was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  any 
femily  who  kept  two,  would  keep  one  lefs  for  the  fake  of  five 
ihillings,  or  thofe  who  kept  three^  would  turn  one  of  the 
three  away  merely  to  fave  ten  {hillings  i    He  next  anfwered 
Mr«  Fbi^e  argument  about  the  fuftian  tax,  and  contended^ 
that  OS  the  general  tax  had  not  been  impofed  a  year,  it  was 
impcifiMe  to  fey  piecifely  what  it«  produce  would  be ;  but  as 
the  probable  produce  of  that  part  of  it,  that  war  to  be  dep- 
rived bbta  ftiftians  and  cottons  in  a  particular  ftate,  had  been 
j»n  good  froundl  ofeenained  at  4P1O00L  he  conceived  he 
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did  his  diity  in  propofing  a  new  tax  fer  that  amount.  Hav-* 
ing  argued  this  ftrongiy,  Mr.  Pitt  (aid,  what  had  princi- 
pally called  him-  up,  was  the  intimation  of  the  doubts,  whicb 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated,  as  to  the  utility 
«f  advancing  the  male-fervants  tax^  unlefs  fome  regulations 
Were  at  the  fame  time  adopted  to  render  the  coIle^on  of  that 
tax  leCs  fraudulent  and  more  produdVive.  The  obiervation 
bf  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  that  part  of  hisTpeech, 
he  was  ready  to  acknowledge,  was  perfectly  natural  and  per« 
feAly  wife,  viz.  that  fo  to  increaTe  a  tax,  now  fraudulently 
coUefied,  would  be  to  increafe  the  burden  of  the  honeft  few 
^ho  paid  it,  ai^d  to  enhance  the  benefit  felt  by  the  many, 
who  by  fraud  and  evafion  procured  an  exemption  from  the 
payment  of  it.  The  fa£l:  was,  iii  the  variety  of  fubjedls  he 
had  to  advert  to  in  his  former  fpeech,  he  accidentally  omitted 
to  inform  the  Committee  that  it  was  his  intention,  and  in* 
deed  he  had  a  refolution  drawn^  and  which  he  meant  to  more 
before  the  Committee  rofe,  in  order  to  apply  a  r^ulation 
that  he  trufted  would  render  the  colle^ion  efficient,  and 
make  the  tax  infinitely  more  produAive;  and  that  was,  to 
put  the  colle£lion  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  now  coUe& 
the  houfe  tax ;  and  inftead  of  fufiering  the  tax  on  fervants  any. 
longer  to  remain  a  voluntary  tax,  which  thofe  who  were 
liable  to,  were  to  fend  and  pay  of  their  own  accord,  to  have 
perfons  call  regularly  to  demand  it,  in  like  manner  as  they 
did  the  land  and  houfe  tax,  and  various  other  taxes.  He 
took'  notice  of  what  Mr.  Denipiler  had  faid  of  the  wafte 
lands,  and  faid,  they  were  and  had  been  for  fome  time  under 
confideration ;  but  it  was  not  fo  eafy  a  matter  to  digeft  and 
put  into  form,  fit  to  be  dated  to  that  Houfe,  as  gentlemen 
might  imagine.  The  fubjedl  had  been  lately  adverted  to 
once  before,  by  an  honourable  friend  of  his  under  the  gallery, 
(Mr.  RoUe)  and  meafures  were  now  actually  taking  refpet^- 
ing  them,  fo  that  he  hoped  he  ihould  fliortly  be  able  to  ilate 
fomething  refpefting  them  to  the  Houfe.  With  regard  to 
what  an  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  of  the  hawkers  and 
pedlars,  he  could  only  declare,  that  his  information  was  de- 
rived from  complaints  fent  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in 
which  it  was  uniformly  ftated,  that  hawkers  and  pecUars 
were  not  mpre  injurious  to  the  fair  trader  than  to  the  reve- 
nue itfelf ;  that  they  were  great  inftruments  and  promoters  of 
fmuggling,  and  of  various  other  practices  that  could  not  but 
prove  detrimental  to  the  public  intereft.  In  anfwer  to  what 
Mr.  Fox  had  laid,  as  to  whether  the  navy  bill-holders  were 

^    ^    ^  willing 
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Willing  to  fubferibe  at  the  difcount  of  a  quarter  per  cent,  per 
month,  he  declared,  that  he  had  the  beft  reafon  to  think  that 
they  would^.viz*  the  exprefs  declarations  of  the  parties  them- 
felvesi  ; 

Mr.  RoUe  put  •  fome  farther  queilions  to  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  which  Mr.  Pitt.anfwered, 

Mr.  Sheridan  alfo  fpcJce  in  explanation,  declaring,  that  Mr.  Sbtii- 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  either  did  not  or  would  ^**' 
not  underftand  him ;  he  had  not  iaid^  that  it  was  the 
doty  of  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  immediately  to  come 
forward  and  propofe  a  new  tax  as  foon  as  he  difcovered  a  det 
£ciency  in  any  of  bis  former  taxes ;  what  he  had  faid,  was^ 
that  there  was  no  fund  in  exifience  that  could  be  applied  to- 
wards thejKiyment  of  the  intereft  of  the  fix  millions  of  navy, 
debt,  that  the  rieht  honourable  gentleman  had  laft  year  at- 
tempted to  provide  for.  With  regard  to  Lord  John  Caven- 
difh's  taxes,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fo 
unneceilarily  lugged  into  the  debate,  he  had  ^ain  and  again 
faid  they  were  taxes  unavoidably  brought  forward,  when 
there  had  been  but  a  very  {hort  time  to  confider  them 
previoufly  to  their  being  propofed,  and  that^  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  confidered,  it  was  eafy  to  account  for  their 
Wing  deficient. 

Mr.  Medley  condemned  the  tax  on  female  (ervants^  and  re-  Mr.  IMkjr 
commended  a  tax  on  gentlemen  of  the  bar  and  on  folicitors 
in  lieu  of  it.  Mr.  Medley  gave  a  droll  account  of  the  great 
increafe  of  barrifters,  declaring,  that  where  he  lived  in  the 
country,  there  formerly  appeared  but  two  or  three  at  every 
quarter  feffions,  but  that  the  black  gowns  were  fo  numerous 
now  on  fuch  occafions^  that  the  old  town-hall  was  not  large 
enough  to  hold  them^  and  they  h^d  been  obliged  to  build  a 
new  one  on  their  account.  He  was,  he  faid,  himfelf  de- 
icended  from  a  counfellor,  but  in  his  anceftor's  time  things 
were  far  different  from  what  they  were  at  prefent.  Mr.  Med- 
ley approved  of  the  propofed  abolition  of  hawkers  and  pedlars, 
who,  he  declared,  were  a  nuifance  to  the  country,  deftroying 
the  trade  of  country  fhopkeepers,  felling  damaged  goods, 
taking  away  the  money  that  ought  to  be  ipent  in  each  town^ 
and  doing  other  mifchief. 

Mr.  Brickdale  alfo  approved  of  the  abolition  of  hawkers 
and  pedlars. 

Lord  Afahon  (aid,  he  could  not  help  differing  from  his  LotdM*h9» 
right  honourable  friend  about  the  propofed  female-fervant 
tax;  but  a  way  had  occurred  to  him  of  lemoving  all  objec- 
tion 
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tion  to  the  meafure,  and  ^en  of  coiwerttng  the  obje&iottf 
that  had  been  urged  againft  it  into  aipiments  in  its  behalf^ 
^d  that  waS)  to  make  an  exemption  in  fa>eoiir  of  familiei 
^ho  had  above  a  certain  number  of  children,  and  to  velieve 
them  from' the  payment  of  one  half  of  the  tax*  It  Was,  his 
Lofdihip  obferved,  impoffible  to  do  this  in  taxes  upon  articles 
of  confumption,  or  articles  in  a  manv^adured  ftate,  filch  as 
leather,  &c.  but  it  was  eafy  to  do  it  in  the  prefimt  cafe^ 
where  the  tax  flood  open,  feparale,  and  diftinft. 

iffaj.  Gnat  Major  Grant  made  a  few  obfervations  oti  tbeiilEer^t  taxes, 
dnd  greatly  commended  the  new  regulations  intended  to  bo 
adopted,  with  regard  to  the  tax  on  male  fervants ;  that  alone 
would,  he  thought,  nearly  produce  fv^cieM  to  makeup  the 
fum  the  tax  oh  femate  fervants  was  given  for.  -  If  not,  a  tax 
by  way  of  licenfe,.  to  be  t^en  out  by  fuch  as  chofe  to  indulge 
themfetves  in  wearing  hair-powder,  wouM  mate  up  die  de^ 
ficiency.  Mr.  Grant  faid,  the  poft-horfe  tax  wanted  regu- 
lation greatly.  At  a  dtAance'from  London,  it  wasoJlefted 
of  the  I'ubjeft  regularly  enough ;  but  little  or  none  of  it  feund 
its  way  into  the  co&rs  of  Ae  public  treafury,  it  being  funk 
by  a  connivance  between  the  innkeepers  and  the  turnpike* 
men  :  he  recommended  that  the  mode  of  colle£ling  it  ihould 
be  changed,  and  that  it  fhould  in  future  be  colk^ied  wholly 
at  the  turnpikes,  and  the  CommifSoners  made  refponflble 
for  it. 

Mr^Powyt.  Mr.  Powys  faid,  there  Was  much  to  be  praifed  in  what  had 
fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  day  ;  little 
to  be  doubted,  and  fliFI  lefs  to  be  cenfured.  Mr.  Powys  did 
not  approve  of  the  propoled  tax  on  female  fervants. 

Mr^Ullef.      Mr.  Le  Meffitrier^  in  rather  a  long  fpeech,  commended  the 

iiBrtcr.  defigned  abolition  of  hawkers  and  pedlars,  though  he  (aid 
they  little  afe(^d  the  place  he  reprefented.  He  thought  the 
fvopofed  tax  on  fiiops  the  part  of  the  budget  the  mofl  excep- 
tionable, and  ufed  Come  arguments  to  prove  that  the  tax  oo 
female  fervants  was  not  fo  exceptionable  as  gentlemen  had 
imagined.  It  was  a  tax,  he  obierred,  that  would  be  equally 
difVributed  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  would  be  ^ways 
paid  by  the  mafter  of  the  family,  and  not  fall  on  the  fervants 
themfelves ;  and  he  was  perfuaded  no  married  man  would 
keep  a  woman  fervant  the  left  On  account  of  fuch  a  trifle  as 
the  tax.  If,  when  the  bill  came  in,  dairy -maids  fhould  he 
exempted,  as  feme  gentlemen  had  q^dvifed,  he  declared  he 
would  rifc.and  propofc  the  exemption  of  another  fortirfdairy* 
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maids,  very  ufeful  in  all  families  where  there  were  children^ 
viz.  wetnurfes. 

Mr.  jpowjj/fer .  reiterated    his  -  arguraents    in  fevour  of  Mr-  Dooip. 
^wkers  and  pedlars,  declariog  that  abolifliing  them  would  ^' 
be  flabbing  at  the  vitals  of  the  in ternal  commerce  of  die  king- 
^m. . 

Mr*  AlA^Ttjf^ZnScflvh'iJie  reprobated  the  propoied  tax  «a  Mr.  AM. 
female  feryants>  Intimating  his  aftoni&ment,  that  the  right  Stwb«idg*: 
honourable  gentleitan  fhould  be  hardy  enough  to  have  ven*- 
^Vied  at  the  propofing  of  fuch  a  tax*  He  reminded  the  Com- 
mittee, '  that  it ' bad. been  fufflefted  hy  an  honourable  Baronet 
two  years  a£0|.  and  was  then  treaty  with  ridicule  by  all 
parts  of  the  Houfe>  and  had  kept  therliohourable  Saronet  an 
obj?ft  .of  public  .ridicu|e  without  doors  ever  fince.  Mr. 
Sawhridge  coodenphed  the  .propoTeji. ,  tax  on  (hop's  as  a  moft 
jpartial^'propofitionii  that  wpuld  beV  harder  upon  the  inhabij- 
tantS'pt  di^  metropolis,  than  of  other  parts  of  the  kingdom/ 
;  Sic'iific^tfr^ir.^/// faI4!f , I^  wjaA  ojlge  moreniakie  a  propoii-  sfrRkharl 
{ion  that  he  had  fcriwo  years  ps^jrt/maiJeJ^  vain,  Vi^,  that  a  HiiL 
tax  be  laid  on.  places  of  pubiic' diverfipn.  It  w:is»  he  ob^ 
(erved,  a  dilgrace  to  Great  Britauv  ^^  ^  protqftant  country^ 
not  to  draw  fomie  ^venye  from  the  monevfpent  in  diffipa- 
tion.  Above  five  hundred  thouffind'pounas,  he  underftood, 
were  (pent  In  places  of  public  entertainment,  and  furely  a  fifth 
pirt  otit  might  be  fpared  towards  th^  exigencies  <^  the  flate. 
Every  other  ccointry  in  Europe  made  their  places  of  enter* 
tainment  cQnt;7ibm^  and  we  ought  to  follow  the  example* 
The  very  paying  4own  the  money  to  enter  the  theatre,  or 
Raae^ag^,  pr  Vauxhall^  was;,  .fie .  fai(^  a  tacit  declaration, 
^hat  we  could  (pw  the  money ;  .and  it  was  a  flrong  proof  of 
the  dcclenilon  of  an  empire,  to  be  raifinga  revenue  from  tax* 
ing  the  neceflairies  of  life,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  be  afraid 
to  touch  our  pleasures,  and  the  diSpatioD  of  thie  times.  Sir 
Richard  faid  a  good  deal  aboyt.  ih^  propofed  tax  on  female 
fervant^i. which  created  much  laughter  in  the  Committee ; 
.  i>ut  Sir  Ridiard  dech^ed  he  had  no  int^tion  to  be  ludicrous^ 
freeing  perfedily  with  t^  poet,  that    . 

*f  IflHDodtft  words  •doiit  of  no  defnicoy 
^  For  want  of  deoeacy  is  want  of  (ankJ* 

At  I^gth  the  firft  refolution  was  agreed  to^  and  then  the 
CHiancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  a  ftnng  of  rerolutlons, 
containing  all  bis  ftated  taxes.  After  which  the  Houfe  was 
jefumed^  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  brought  up  this  day* 
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Tuefiayj  May  !©• 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  ways  and  meani 
brought  up  the  report  of  yeftcrday,  and  the  following  arc 
the  relolutions  contained  in  thebuciget. 

I*  Refolvedy  That  towards  raifinf  the  fupply  grantd  to 
His  Majefty,  the  farther  fum  of  one  million  be  raifed  by 
loans  on  Exchequer  bills  to  be  charged  upon  the  firfi  aids  to 
be  granted  in  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament ;  and  fuch  Ex* 
chequer  bills,  if  not  difdharged  with  intereft  thereupon,  on 
or  before  the  5th  day  of  April,  1786,  to  be  exchanged  and 
received  in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer  bills  have 
ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in  p;tyment» 

<<  That  all  perfons  interefted  in,  or  entitled  unto  any  bilk 
payable  in  courfe  of  the  Navy  or  Victualling  offices,  0r  for 
tranfports  which  were  dated  on  or  before  the  ctb  day  oi^  June, 
1785,  carry  the  fame  (after  haviag  had  the  intereft  doe 
tliereupon  computed  up  t6  the  5th  mj  of  July,  1 7859  and 
marked  upon  the  faid  bills  at  the  Navy  or  ViftuaJling  office^ 
yefpcfttvely)  to  the  Treafurer  of  His  Majcfty*s  navy,  ftafl 
bave  in  exchange  for  the  fame,  from  fuch  treafury,  orhh 
pay-mafter  or  cafhier,  a  certificate  to  the  Governor  ani 
'Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  amount  of  the 
principal  and  intereft  computed  thereupon ;  and  the  perfons 
who  ihall  be  poflefled  qf  fuch  certificates,  upon  delivery 
thereof  to  the  faid  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  fhall  be  entitled,  inrefpeA  oi  the  fame,  to  ziiLSs. 
capital  ftock  for  every  iPoK  contained  in  fuch  certificates, 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  leflW  fum ;  fuch  capi- 
tal ftock  to  be  attended  with  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  five 
pounds  per  centum  per  annum,  to  commence  firbm  the  S^ 
day  of  July,  1785,  payable  half-yearly,  in  lieu  of  all  odier 
intereft ;  the  faid  annuities  to  be  irredeemable,  until  tweoty- 
•  five  millions  of  the  public  debt,  bearing  intereft  at  the  rate 
of  either  three  pounds  per  centum  per  annum,  or  four  ponnds 
per  centum  per  annum,  fhall  have  been  redeemed  or  paidoiF: 
and  that  all  perfons  interefted  in,  or  entitled  unto  fuch  navt, 
victualling,  and  tranfport  bills,  made  out  between  the  fai(i 
30th. day  bf  June,  1783,  and  the  ift  day  of  Jamiary,  17851 
who  fhall,  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  June,  1785,  carry  the 
fame  (after  having  had  the  intereft  due  upon  fuch  of  the  ^^^ 
bills  as  now  bear  an  intereft  computed  and  marked  upon  the 
faid  bills  to  the  5th  day  of  July,  1785,  at  the  Navy  and 
Vidlualling  office%  refpe^lively)  to  the  TreafUrer  of  His 

Majefty^ 
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Maje&fs  navy,  flxall  have  in  exchange  for  the  famci  froi^ 
fuch  treafurer,  or  his  pay-mafter  orcaihiery  a  certificate  to  / 

the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  fingland,.  for  the 
amount  of  the  principal  and  intereil  computed  tbeienpon,  af- 
ter deducing  therefrom  a  fum,  at  the  rate^of  five  (hillings 
percentum,  upon  the  amount  of  fuch  principal  and  intereft 
for  every  month,  between  the  ift  day  of  July,  1783^  and 
the  day  on  virhich  fuch  bill  was  made  out;  and  theperfoiifc 
-who  mall  be  pofiefled  of  fych  certificates,   upon  delivery 
thereof  to  the  faid  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
Engbnd,  (hall  be  entitled,  in  rerpe£l  of  the  fame,  to  1 1  iK  8s. 
capital  flock  for  every  lool.  contained  in,  fuch  certi(k:ates> 
and' fo  in  proportion  ror  any  greater  or  lefler  fum;  fuch  ca* 
pital  (lock  to  be  attended  with  annuities  after  tht  rate  of  five 
pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  commence  from  the  5th  oT 
July,'  1785,  payable  half-yearly,  in  lieu  of  all  intereft.  The 
faid  annuities  to  be  irredeeiHabl^until  twenty-five  nrilliofis  of 
tKe'public'debt,  bearing  intereft  at  the  rate  of  either  three 
pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  or  four  pounds  per  cent,  pet 
annum,*  (hall  have  been  redeemed  or  paid  off.    The*  whote 
of  the  faid  annuities  to  be  charged  upon  a  fund  to  be  eftablifh^ 
ed  in  this  feffion  of  Parliament;  and  for  which  the  ftjndqbm- 
monlycalled  the  finking  fund  (hall  be  a  collateral  fecii^ity. 

^*  T^t  all  perfons  inteVefted  in,  or  entitled  to  any  debeoff 
tures  payable  out  of  His  Majefty's  office  of  Ordnance,  whicr>  , 
were  datedi  on  or  before  the  3  (t  of  December,  1 783,  (hall, 
on  or  before  the  5th  ,of  June,  J 78  c,  carry  the  fame  to  th^. 
Treafwrer  of  His  Majefty**s  office  of  Ordnance,  and  (hall  have 
the  intereft  of  luch  debentures  computed  after  thjB  rate  of  four 
pounds  osr  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  expiration  of  fifteerj 
months  From  the  date  thereof  to  the  StKof  July,  1785;  and 
(hall  in  exchange  for  fuch  debenture  have  a  certificate  to  th^ 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  qf  England,  for  ev^ry 
iool.  contained  in  the  amount  of  fuch  principal  and  intereft,; 
and, 'Upon  delivery  thereof  to  the  faid  Governor  and  Com- 
pany, fliQll  be  entitled  to  iiiL  8s.  9^pital  ftock,  for  every 
looL  contained  in  fuch  certificate,  and  fo  in  proportion  for 
any  greater  or  lefler  fum,  fuch  capital  ftock  to  be  atten^^yl 
with  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per  cent,  pe^ 
apuum,  to  commence  from. the  5th  day  of  July?  17^ Sy  P^Y* 
able  half  yearly.  Tb^(a.id  annuities  to  be  irredeemable  until 
tweoty-^five  millions  of  the  public  debt,  bearing  intereft  at 
|he  lafee  of  either  three  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  or  four 
pounds  per  cent.  per.  annum,  (hall  have  been  redeemed  or 
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paid  off.  And  the  faid  annuities  to  be  charged  open  a  fand 
to  be  efta^liflied  in  this  feiiion  of  Parliament,  and  for  which 
•the  fund  commonly  called  the  Sinking  Fund  fhall  be  a  coU 
4ateral  fecurity. 

.  '^  That  the  duties  now  charged  upon  male  ferrants  ilo 
ceafe,  determine,  and  be  no  longer  paid  or  payable.^  .v.i 

**  That  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty, 
diere  he  charged  upon  and  paid  to  His  Majefly«  his  lieir^  wid 
fucceflbrsy  by  every  perfon  who  (ball  retain  or  employ .«jiy 
jmale  fervant  or  fervants,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri* 
tain,  the  feyeral  yearly  fums  following;  that  is  to  fay,  (qt 
one  cAale  fervant,  and  not  more  than  two  male  fervants,  the 
fum  of  iL  5S«  each;  for  three  and  not  mor^  than  four  ciiale 
fervants,  the  fum  of  iL  io&»eacb;  for  five  and  not  ^lore 
than  feven  male  fervants,  the  fum  of  li.  15s.  each  ;  for  fright 
and  not  more  than  ten  male  fervants,  the  fum  of  aU  each  ; 
and  for  eleven  male  fervants  and  upwards,  the  fum  of  3I.  for 
each ;  except  thofe  fervants  who  iholl  be  retained  or  em* 
ployed  folely  for  the  purpofes  of  hufbandry  or  manufaAurer, 
or  of  any  trade  or  calling  by  which  the  mafter  or  miftrefs  of 
iuch  fervants  earn  a  livelihood  or  profit. 

*<  That  a  proportionable  part  of  the  faid  duties  be  applied 
to  the  ufes  to  whicn  the  former  duties  are  applicable. 

"  That  towards  raiCng  '  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
Majefty,  there  be  charged  aihd  paid  to  His  "^ajefly, 
his  heirs  ai\d  fucceffors,  by  every  perfon  who  (hall  retain  or 
employ  any  female  fervant  or  female  fervants,  within  the 
kingdom  ot  Great  Britain,  the  feveral  yearly  fums  following; 
that  is  to  fay,  for  one  female  fervant,  the  fum  of  2S.  6d,;  for 
two  female  fervants,  the  fum  of  5^.  each';  and  for  three  or 
more  female  fervants,  the  fum  of  los.  each ;  except  thofe  fer« 
yants  who  fhall  be  retained  or  employed  folely  for  the  pur* 
pofes  of  manufa6luring ;  or  of  any  trade  or  calling  by  which 
the  mafler  or  miArefs  of  fuch  female  fervants  earn  a  livelihood 
or  profit. 

"  That  upon  every  houfe,  or  other  building,  now  or  here- 
after to  be  erected,  any  part  of  which  fhall,  for  the  tfnn«  be- 
jtigf  be  ufed  as  a  (hop,  publicly  kept  open,  for  the  purpofe 
ofcarryingon  any  trade,  or  in  which  fliall  be  fold  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandifc,  by  retail ;  or  upon  every  building  or 
place  ufed  as  a  (hop  only  for  the  purpofes  before  mentioned, 
there  fhall  be  charged  a  yearly  duty,  according  to  the  feveral 
and  refpc6tive  rates  following  thereon,  over  and  above  all 
other  duties  now  payable;  that  is  to  fay,  for  every  fuch  honfe 
6r  other  building,  or  place  of  yearly  rent  or  value  of  5I.  and 
not  exceeding  lol.  the  annual  fum  of  is.  in  the  pound  of  fuch 

rent; 
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rent;,  for  evefjr  fuch  hbufe  or  otiier  building,  or. place  of  thfr 
yearly  reoc  or  value  of  loU  and  not  exceeding  15I.  the  annual 
fum  of  4S.  3d.  in  the  pound  of  fuch  rent. 

'^  For  every  fuch  houfe  or  other  building,  or  place  of  the 
yearly  value  of  15L  and  not  exceeding  20L  the  annual  fum 
of  IS.  6d.  in  the  pound  of  fuch  rent.  ., 

*'  For  every  fuch  houfe  or  other  building,  or  place  of  th^ 
yearly  rent  or  value  of  20I.  and  not  exceeding  25I.  the  annual 
fum  of  IS*  9d«  in  the  pound  of  fuch  rent. 

•*  For  every  fuch  houfe  or  other  building,  or  place  of  the 
yearly,  rent  or  value  of  25K  and  upwards^  the  annual  futn  of 
2s.  in  the  pound  of  fuch  rent. 

**  l^at  the  duties  now  charged  upon,  and  payable  by 
hawkers^  pedlars,  and  petty  chapmen,  do  ceafe,  determine, 
and  be  no  longer  payable. 

"  That  the  rates  and  duties,,  granted  by  an  zSt  made  in 
the  twentieth  year  of  Hisprefent  Majefty,  entitled,  An  a{k  for 
repealing  an  zGt  made  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
His  preient  Majefty,  entitled,  An  a£l  for  granting  to  His  Ma* 
jefty  certain  duties  on  licenfes,  to  be  taken  out  by  all  perfons 
letting  poft  -horfes  to  hire,  for  travelling,  in  the  manner  there- 
in mentioned  ;  and  certain  duties  on  all  horfes  let  to  hire,  for 
the  purpofes  of  travelling  poft,  and  by  time,  and  upon  cer« 
tain  carriages  therein  mentioned,  and  for  granting  other  du-* 
ties  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  alfo  by  an  a£t  made  in  the  twenty- 
third  year  of  the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majefiy,  entitled.  An  a& 
for  granting  to  His  Majefty  an  additional  duty  upon  flage 
coaches,  and  other  carriages  therein  mentioned,  Ihall  ceai'e, 
determine,  and  be  no  lopger  paid  and  payable  by  the  feveral 
poA-mafters,  inn-keepers,  and  other  perfons,  for  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  faid  rates  and  duties,  and  which  /hall  be  unac- 
counted for  and  unpaid  by  them  to  the  feveral  colleAors  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  the  faid  a£t  to  receive  the  fame,  and  the 
feveral  bonds  given  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  a£b. 

••  That  every  poft-mafter,  inn-keeper,  or  other  perfon  in 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  who  iliall  let  to  hire  any 
horfe'for  the  purpofe  of  travelling  poft  by  the  mile,  or  from 
ftage  to  ftage,  or  being  a  perfon  ufually  letting  horfes  to  hire, 
ihall  let  to  hire,  for  a  day,  or  any  lefs  period  of  time,  any 
horfe  for  drawing  any  coach,  diaife,  or  any  other  carriage 
ufed  in  travelling  poft  or  othecwife,  by  whatlbever  name  fuch 
carriages  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  he  called  or  Known,  for, 
Qir  in  any  refpe£b  whereof  any  rates  or  duties  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  coinmiflioners  of  excife,  now  are  made  pay- 
able  by  any  ftatute  or  ftatutes  heretofore  ma^e,  and  now  ifi 
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force,  fhali  yield,  and  pay  annually  to  Hfis  Majefty,  bis  hdrs 
and  fucceiTors,  the  fum  of  five  (hillings  for  a  Ikenfe  forthat 
purpofe. 

**  That  for  and  in  refpedt  of  every  horfe  hired  by  the  mile 
or  ftage,  to  be  ufed  in  travelling  poll  in  the  kingdoai  of  Great 
Britain,  there  be  charged  a  duty  of  i^d.  for  every  mfle  fuch 
horfe  fliall  be  hired  to  travel  poft. 

"  That  fof  and  in  refpedt  of  every  horfe  hired  for  a  day,  or 
lefs  period  of  ti,me,  for  drawing  on  a  poft  or  other  public 
road,  any  coach  chaife,  or  any  other  catriage  ufed  in  tra* 
veiling  poft  or  otherwife,  by  whatfoever  name  fuch  Carriages 
now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  called  or  known,  for  or  in  re- 
fpe£k  whereof  any  rates  or  duties  under  the  management  of 
theCommiffioners  of  excife,  now  are  made  pay^w  by  any 
ftatute  or  ftatutes  heretofore  made,  and  now  in  forc^;  there 
Ihatl  be  charged,  if  the  diftance  ftiall  be  then  afcertained,  the 
futn  of  i-jd.  per  mile,  and  if  the  diftance  ftiall  not  be  then  af* 
certained,  there  fhall  be  charged  the  fum  of  ij.  9d.  for,  and  in 
refpefl:  of  each  horfe  fo  hired ;  fuch  duty  to  be  paid  by  the 
perfon  or  peifons  by  whom  fuch  horfe  flial!  be  fo  hired  or 
ufed* 

*•  That  every  perfon  who  fliall  keep  any  coachi  berlin, 
landau,  chariot,  calafli,  or  blher  carriage,  with  four  wheek  ; 
or  anycalafh,  chaife,  chair,  or  other  carriage  with  two 
wheels,  by  which  name  foever  the  fame  now  is,  or  hereafter 
fhall  be  called  or  known,  to  be  employed  as  public  ftage 
coaclies,  or  carriages,  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  paiTen- 
gcrs  for  hire,  to  and  from  different  places  in  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  ftiall  yield  and  piy  annually  unto  His  Majefty, 
his  heirs  and  fucccflbrs,  the  fum  of  five  millings  for  a  Iicenfe 
for  that  purpofe. 

**  That  for  everj  coach,  berlin,  landau,  chariot,  calafli, 
or  other  carriage  with  four  wheels,  and  every  calafti,  chaife, 
chair,  or  other  carriage  with  two  wheels,  by  what  name  fo- 
ever the  fame  now  is,  or  hereafter  ftiall  be,  called  or  known, 
to  be  employed  as  public  ftage  coaches  or  carrrages,  for  the 
purpofe  of  conveying  paflengers  for  Wre  to  and:  from  different 
places  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  there  fhall  be  a  duty 
of  one  penny  for  every  mile  fuch  carriage  fhall  travel,  to  be 
paid  by  the  owner  or  owners  thereof. 

**  That  aproportionafpart  of  tlie  faid  duties  be  applied  tb 
the  fame  ufes  as  the  former  duties  were  applicable* 

'*  That  towards  raifjiig  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty, 
there  be  raifed,  levied,  collefted,  and  paid  to  His  Majefly» 
^his  beirs'  and  fuccefTdrs,  by  all  perfons  uttering  or  vending  in 
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Grestt  Britaif!,  iny  glides  ^or  mittens,  made  of  filk,  leather, 
or  any  other  material,  by  retail,  a  (lamp  duty  of  is.  for  a  li- 
cenfe^  to  be  annually  taken  out  tor  that  purpofe. 

«  That  tbwards  rarfin|<  *hfe  fupply  grants!  to  His  Majefty, 
there  be  charged  upon  ev^ry 'pair  or  gloves  or  mittens  above 
the  value  of  4dk  afnd  not  exceeding  the  value  of  lod.  a  (lamp 
duty  of  one  pfenny,  andof  thev3liiet)f  lod.  and  under  is.  4d. 
a  ftatop-duty  of  tv^o  pence,  iand  rf>6ve  the  value  of  is.  4d.  a 
flamp-duty  of  three  pence. 

**  That  towards  ralfmg  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty, 
that  all'perfoQSufing  or  exercifing  the  trade  or  bufmefs  of  a 
pawnbroker,  within  the  cities  of  London  and  Wejftminfter, 
thi*  paijfties  of  St.  Maty-la*bonfie  and  St.  Pancras,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  or  within  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality, 
or  in  the  Borough  of  "Southwark,  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
&all  tkke  out  an  annual  licenfe,  and  be  charged  with  a  ftamp- 
duty  of  teti  pounds. 

**  That  towards  raifirtgthfe  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty^ 
that  all  perfons  ufing  or  exercifihg'  the  trade  or  bufinefs  of  a 
pawnbroker,  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, (hall  take  out  an  annual  licenfe,  and  be  charged  with  a 
Aamp-dut  y  of  five  pounds. , 

^^  That  the  allowance  for  wafte  on  white  and  refined  fait, 
and  rock  fait,  carried  coaftwife,  be  reduced. 

**  That  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted'  to  His 
Majefty,  therebeiffued and  appliedthefum  0165,1611.  3s.  5id, 
how  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  being  the  overplus  of  the 
grant's  for  the  year  1784. 

"  That  towards  raifingthe  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty, 
fliere  be  iflued  and  applied,  the  fum  of  2,297,460!.  3s.  10 ^d* 
out  of  fuch  monies  as  have  arifen,  or  ifhall,  or  may  arife  of 
the  furplufles,  excefles,  overplus  monies,  and  other  revenue 
compafing  the  fund  commonly  called  tlw  Sinking  Fund."  , 
On  the  firft  rcfolution  beitig  read  a  fecond  time, 
^u  Sheridan  rofe  juft  to  remark,  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  Mr.  Sbcn- 
was  going  upon. a  wrong  principle  to  make  imaginary  funds  **"• 
liable  to  pay  the  intereft  of  a  debt,  as  was  the  cafe  in  the 
taxes  of  laft  year  :  being  deemed  efficient,  atid  tdken  for  the 
fum  for  which  they  were  intended,  when,  in  fed,'  no  fuch 
fund  exifted ;  it  was,  therefore,  appropriating  a  non-exifting 
fund,  to  pay  the  intereft  to  which  the  Houfe  was  pledged. 

Mr.  Chancellor  P/'/f  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was' not -the  Mr.  Chan- 
btifmefs  of  the  Houfe  then  to  incjuire  into  the  efficiency  of  ^*"**'  ***"• 
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fliould  th|t  part  of  the  coqiiQQnity  be  loaded  with  fucfa  an 
impoA,  as  they  were  certainly  hot  ill  ahle  to  bear?  He  was 
therefore  refolved  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfelipon  th«  ux. 
He^obfervedy  that  lad  year,  wheR  a  very  unpopalar  tax  was 
brqught  forward,  he  had  tl^e  misfortune  to  nnd  himfelf  in  t 
minority  of  four.  There  were^  however,  ot{iers  more  in- 
^  >  terefted  in  thf5  matter,  who  would  reafon  more  forcil^y ,  with 
the  MiniAer  in  private,  than  he  could  do  in  public*  jOfie  o^ 
the  p^rt^s  he  alluded  t^,  was  a  Ia^g«  dealer  intan  articieixnuch 
needed  in  tlut  Hpufe. ,  The  wUhes  qf  one  who  had  fo  many 
members^  of  Parliament  at  his  ()ifpo(aI  were  not  to  be  rciiiled. 
He  was  afraid  the  unfortunate  fubjefls  of  the  tax  in  ^ueftioQ 
wouki  have  no,  fuch  powerful  advocates,  unlefs  \n  the  t^umaT 
nity  of  the  Houfe  which  he  implored  on  their  acc6unt« 
Mr^^Cf>»n.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  in  aufwer  to  what  had  fallen  from 
«U9r  Pitt,  jj^  noble  Lord.  He  bad  forefeen  that  much  oppoiition  would 
be  made  to  this  tax,  and  that  arguments. of  various  kinds 
would  be  urged  agaiAft  tlie  adoption  of  it.  However,  he 
begged  leave»  once  for  all,,  to  be  underftood  as  meaning  to  give 
no  offence^  when  he  faid  that  he  had  not  yet  heard  aqy  argu* 
ment  but  that  one  which  flated,  that  the  tax  would  iall  hea- 
vieft  on  thpip  of  large  families^  who,  in  fa<Sl»  were  |he  leaft 
able  to  bear  it.  The  queAion  therefore,  divefted  of  ail  the 
circu^nlocution  and  facetious  remarks  with  which  it  had  been 
connefted,  was  (imply,.  Whether  the  tax  might  not  be  ^  re» 

fylated  as  t.Q  fall  lightly  on  perfons  of  this  defcfiption  r 
laving  faid  thiiSy  be  adverted  to  what  fell  fro^,  tfaw^  noble 
Lord:  lie  thought  it  would  be  abfurd  to  give  the  hiftory  of 
that  matter  nqw,  as  it  had  no  real  connedlion  ynxlk  lihe  point 
in  debate.  He  would  dn  that  account  facisfy  himfelf  with 
only  faying,  that  the  noble  Lord's  infinuations  were  altq^* 
ther  unfounded. 

The  £a:>of      Tlie  £arl  of  Sunt/  did 'not  mean,  he  faid,  any  in&nuatioo 

Suficy.  which  h^  tti^vgbit  woul^  gft>y?:p&nce.  He  oaly  fluted  what 
was  generally  confidered  »%  %  'U^,  bOt  w^H  /o^jry  it  ihotild 
have  been  fo  [puch  mifunderflood*- 

Mr.  Drake.  Mr.  ^r#?^,w^s  at  .a  \o{k  hpw  to  aA :  he  .had  piedged  him- 
felf to,  vjoij^'ogainft  this  t^x  j  t-U^  noble  hovA  had  taken  hiyn  at 
>.is  word* '  Jrh  regcecced  ^..jthe  (sme  tinie  the  fuusitioQ  pf  the 
right  bQi?otirab|e  gentJeM^an,  who  found  himfelf. obliged  to 
ptpp^idf;  fqr  dehts  wrhif:h  he(  wa&  ii^)t  acce{Df  y  iri  crealkig« 

Ml.  F«K.  Mr-  foxffylt  his  own  £iti|^ipn  exceedingly  aukward.  He 
was  opt  Qo^pf  ihcrfe  rwb9^>ppritdi?f qd  tbp  fen(H  of  thi^r.cMifti* 
tu^i)t>$ -binding  on  i^heir  co^dHiJt  iri  evefvpoliitiiQfilpcpceeding. 
aiid.^  aU^thei^  be  ihoyghMj^ucftiooot  6iiao(»ib»t  io  mhkh 
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fn  iniplicit  conformity  was  leaft  to  be  expe^ed*    From  the 

pecuIi^r*obIigation$  he  owed  his  conftitucnts,  he  fliouid  hold 

fiimfeif  exceedingly  ungrateful  if  he  did  not  pay  every  de-^ 

ftrence  to  their  known  opinions ;  and  yet,  when  he  ftated 

their  opinions  to  be  averfe  to  this  propofitlon,  and  gave  it  as 

one  rcifon  for  oppoCng  it,  he  begged  it  to  be  confidered  as 

only  one :    For  in  confidering  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 

Confequence  to  which  fuch  a  meafure  muft  inevitably  leadj  fo 

many  glaring  and  irrefiftible  obje£tions  accompanied  it,  that' 

the  idea  was  not  in  his  mind  to  be  tolerated  for  one  moment. 

That  burdens  were  necei&ry  to  be  laid  on  the  people  of  this] 

Country,  he  -was  fenfible  of^  in  perhaps  a  greater  degree  thaa 

the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  propofed  them.    He 

Itnew  tbat  a  loiS^  and  expeniive  war  had  left  ihcombiTances  oa 

Ae  Pubjic,  Which  their  credit  and  profperity  made  i|t  necefi 

rary  to  provide  for ;  and  he  was  never  averfe  to  ihofe  provi-J 

iiont  being  made  in  the  moft  efieiSbual  manner,  provided  th^ 

tfittjiod  of  c^htaihirig  them  was  not  peculiarly  "exceptionable. 

Such'  wafs  flw^ytf  his  opinion,  though  he  cettamly  had  as  little 

ftare  in  contributing  to  thbfc  nieafures  which  entailed  this 

immenfe  d«?bt  on  the  countrv  as  the  right  honourable  gentle* 

roan  (Mr.  Pitt)  wTio  was  now  oppoSte  him^.or  any  othetl 

'  AirniWr  CDuid  poflibly  have.  Here  perceiving  Mr.  Pitt  fmiteJ 

fie  fard  he  knew  at  what  the  fmiles  on  the  other  'fide  of!  the 

Houfe  were  directed ;  he  was  aware  they  were  meantto  alludi^ 

fo  his  connexion  with  a  noble  Lord,  who  was"  iii  Adminijftra- 

t*5on  during  the  American  war ;  but  on  this,  as  well' as  ort 

every  other  occafioti,  when  he  perceived  that  djfpofitibn  iii  the 

rght  honourable  gentleman,  he  would  reply  to  him  by  thi^ 

Jlmj>!e  retort— Thil  thofe  with  whom  the  right  honourable 

gentleman  afted,  and  was  mod  intimately  connefted,  were 

as  deeply  involved  in'  all  tlie  circumftances  of  the  American 

war  as  the  nol^le  Lord,  to  whom  he  was  fo  fond  of  alluding, 

and  who  was  now"  abfent,  (Lord  North.)    Not  wifliitig  to 

dwell  longeron  this  fo  iricoherent  fubjeft,  biit  which  He'  Was 

led  into,  he  had  only  to  return  to  the  queftion,  and  remark^ 

fh^t  in  general  he  thought  a  tax  upon  fervants  very  well 

fbunded:     If  was  certainly  always  a  defirableobjeA  to  refrairi 

from  alBR;£ling  manfufaAuVers,  whenever  it  could  be  avotdeJ: 

that  it  could  not  in  all  cafes  be  done,  he  was  ready  to  allow  : 

and  when  the'  moft  ufelefs  members  of  fociety  Were  made  to 

bear'Hs  ^ird^n,  it  was  umloAbtcdly  an  at! vantage.    Now 

there  qould  not  be*  eafily  pointed  out  an^  fet  of  men  who 

^rere'-  rnofe'tifJlefsTubjecis  in  a  ft^lte  than  mieri  fervants  ;  the 

cbirttai^  Wai  rfte^faa  with  regafd  to  wdmeh  Ifefvahrs'.    Th<-' 
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former  were  kept  for  pbrade,  and  as  the  inftruments  of  \u 
nity,  idlenefs^  and  oitentation  ;  the  latter  were  always  era* 
ployed  in  works  of  induilry  and  management.     The  former 
were  retained  by  the  rich,  and  the  latter  by  the.  poor.     He 
was  the  more  fqrprized  at  hearing  this  tax  introducedy  as  it 
bad  been  flated  as  the  great  merit  of  thofe  taxes,  that  their 
operations  were  for  the  moil  part  confined  to  the. opulent; 
aind  he  little  expe(^ed  to  find  fo  great  a  proportion  of  the  mo* 
ney  to.  be  rpifed,  drawn  from  that  fource  which  was  leaftable 
to  bear  it.     It  preff^d  mod  on  thofe  who  were  the  leaft  able 
to  bear  it.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that   the 
fame  objeftion  lay  againft  fevcral  other  imppfts.   He  acknow-. 
ledged  that  it  did  fo ;  and  this  was  one  very  urgent  reafoo 
witn  him  why  the  tax  fhould  be  abandoned »  or  if  that  was. a 
forlorn  bope,  meliorated  however  in  fuch  a  manner^  that  the 
tax  might  be  lefs  obnokious  to  clamour  and  diflike.     He  well 
l^new  how  difficult  it  was  to  propofe  any  fubjeft  of  finance^ 
without  that  information  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer alone  could  command.     However^  in  general  be 
might  be  allowed  what  ilruck  him  as  a  hint,  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  know  how  to  ufe,  or  whether 
indeed  it  was  pra£licable.     Much  had  b^n  faid  about  taxing 
batchelors*    The  great  objefiion  to  thai  meafure  arofe  from 
the  difficulty  there  was  in  making  it  an  equal  tax,  as  it  was 
the  height  of  abfurdity  to  tax  a  day  labourer  the  fame  way  as 
a  man  of  fortune.    Therefore,  if  there  could  be  any  mode 
devifed,  by  which  a  tax  could  be  proportioned  to  the  fortune 
ot  property  of  individuals,  in  the  fame  way  that  the  fervants' 
tax,  the  window  tax,  and  feveral  other  taxes,  which  all  went 
on  one  general  principle^  were  framed ;  in  his  opinion^  oo  tax 
could  be  more  fair  or  more  produ£live.    At  all  events^  he 
could  Fee  no  objection  to  framing  fuch  a  regulation  in  a  bill, 
as  might  operate  nearly  in  a  fimilar  manner.   What  he  meant 
was,  that  qvery  Angle  man  who  kept  maid  fervants  (hould  be 
taxed  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  would  make  good  the  deficiency  of 
the  tax  from  rendering  it  eafy  to  thofe  who  had  families.  He 
would  venture  lo  fuggeft  another  regulation,  which,  how- 
evei",  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  fay,  whether  it 
was  eligible  or  not.    It  was,  that  the  tax  fhould  only  extend 
lo  thofe  who  had  male  as  well  as  female  fervants*     He  deemed 
himfelf  bound  to  vote  with  the  noble  Lord  againft  the  tax; 
though  were  he  fatisfied  that  thefe  or  any  fimilar  regulatloas 
would  be  adopted,  it  ihoul.d  have  his  concurrence. 
Mr,  Cbin.      Mr.  Chancellor  Piu  (aid,  he  fhould  not  enter  into  the  dif- 
cdWr  Fitt.  cniik>n  to  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fo  &ir]y 

invited 
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invited  him,  concerning  his  connexion  with  perfotis  ^s  deeply 
concerned  in  accumulating  the  national  debt,  as  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribband.    There  was,  however,  this  flriking 
and  material  difference  between  the  noble  Lord  and  the  perfon 
alluded  to,  «nd  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  aSt :  thefe 
gentlemen  agreed  with  the  mintfter  in  fupporting  the  general 
line  of  his  politics.     But  he  was  the  principal  in  whom  all 
the  meafures  originated ;  or  if  that  was  not  the  cafe,  it  (hewed 
how  unworthy  that  noble  'Lord  was  of  his  fituation*    He 
was  juftified  in  making  this  remark,  not  only  from  what  he  * 
knew  of  that  unfortunate  Adminiftration,  but  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  opinions  of  it,  which  at  that  time 
were  no  fecrei :  he  therefore  thought  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  retort  a  very  (imple  one  indeed,  as  it  referred  for 
an  apology  to  a  cafe  in  all  refpeSs  itioft  perfectly  diffimilar 
and  inapplicable.    He  would  forego  that  difagreeable  fubje£l, 
and  come  to  what  was  always  more  pleafing  to  him,  as  well 
as  more  acceptable  to  the  Houfe.     He  was  fo  perfedly  of  the 
fame  opinion  with  the  right  horfourable  gentleman^  in  the 
hints  he  had  thrown  out  concerning  the  tax  in  queAlon;  that 
he  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  him  for  having 
thus  fuggefted  them.     And,  he  truded,  that  they  might  be 
improved  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  render  the  tax  much  lefs  ex- 
ceptionable than  at  prefent  it  appeared  to  be.     He  truAed 
therefore^  that  with  fome  fuch  regulations  the  tax  might 
prove  an  ufefulone,  without  being,  in  any  confidcrable  degree, 
oppreffive. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman-  bfgan  Mr.  Sheri. 
bis  fpeech  with  a  promifeof  not  going  into  what  he  thought  ^"*« 
his  right «  honourable  friend  had  broached  ;  and  he  believed 
the  Houfe  would  join  him  in  regretting,  that  he  had  not  de- 
viated a  little  in  this  inftance  from  the  ufual  mode  of  fulfilling 
ht9  promifes.     He  could  not  help  rcmarkmg,  however,  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  his  cuftoni  was,  had  fixed 
upon  the  tiiiie,  of  all  others,  mod  convenient  for  his  purpofe 
to  make  his  charge  when  the  noble  Lord  was  abfent.    Every 
body  knew  it  was  not  the  habit  or  manner  of  that  noble 
Lord  to  magnify  his  own  impoi-t^mce,  and  celebrate  his  per- 
fonal  exertions  at  the  expence  of  his  coadjutors  in  office. 
He  never  arrogated  to  himfelf  the  diftinflion  of  being  the  • 
Minifter  of  the  Crown,  or   King's  Minifter;  this  mode  of 
fpeech  he  left  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whom  it 
belter  became;  but  he  hifpefted  the  honourable  gentlemen 
with  whom  he  afted  might  not  thank  hita'very  cordially  for 
bis  affiduous  endeavours  to  leilen  their  official  confequence. 

li  »  ri* 
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He  did  not  perfedlly  underft^d  wh^t  was  meant  by.ioiipoit^ 

mg  a  miniiler  in  the  general  line  of  his  politics^  and  not  parti- 
cipating in  the  merit  or  demerit  of  his  meaiures.  He  dpubted 
at  the  lame  time,  whether  (bme  of  thefe,  at  ieaft^  did  not  ia 
part  originate  with  a  right  honourable  gentlemap  (Mr«  Jen* 
liinfon)  whom  he  faw  in  his  place.  He  had  moved  for  the 
extraordinaries  of  the  army,  and  army  edimatcs.  which  con- 
^ituted  mofi  of  the  expcnc?  incurred  by  that  fatal  war  ;  cer- 
tainly this  Was  bearing  a  part  in  accomplifl)ing  the  fvfleai 
wliicn  it  was  Aill  pprt  of  the  .prefent  politics  not  to  forget. 
Where  therefore  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  mighty 
Qidinflion  between  thofe  \^ho  befriended  one  party,  and  thoie 
who  befriended  the  other,  lay»  he  knew  not.  But  the  truth 
was,  his  right  honourable  friend  had  made^a  coalition  which 

Se  had  avowed  and  defended,  while  the  right  honourable.  gen« 
eman  oppofite  to  him  took  every  opportunity  of  declaring, 
&at  he  had  made  a  coalition  with  a  fet  of  n^en  whom  he  wa| 
aihamed  of.  As  to  the  tax,  it  flruck  bim  as  every  way  ob« 
^dlionable.  The  right  honourable  gentlemen  imagined  that  it 
would  not  be  evaded,  becaufe,  in  the  cafe  of  flngltr  fervanis,  it 
was  only  half  a  crown,  and  in  no  cafe  above  ten  (hillings*  But 
lie  wifhed  gentlemen  to  recollect,  that  in  many  families x>ne 
iervantwas  often  kept  rather  out  of  charity  than  from  any  visry. 
urgent  neceility.  Her  wages,  to  be  fure,  was  trifling,;  hut 
ilie  would,  in  confequence  of  this  tax,  fubje£k  the  family, 
where  fhe  was  to  thirty  ihillingsa  year  more  than  they  wouM, 
dtherwife  have.  Hetnought  therefore  that  the  tax.  operated! 
^ainfl  humanity,  and  he  would  certainly  give  it  all  the  op- 
pofition  in  his  power,  both  in  this  and  every  other.  Agge  of  its, 
Rrogrefs. 
Ut.  '^ttim  Mr.  ycnkinfin  avowed  his  fuppprt  of  the  Americap  war, 
ktafM,  and  ^h^  generality  of  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  nobje  Lord 
ih  the  blue  ribband*  But  this  he  did,  becaufe  it  w^s  popular 
to  a  very  high  degree,  and  fupported  by  a  large  no^aj^rity  ia 
that  Uoufe.  The  honourable  gentleman  however  b^iirayed 
his  ignorance  of  public  bufinefs,  when  he  inferred,  tl>^t  be* 
caufe  he  moved  the.extraordlnaries  of  the  army,  &Ct  that 
therefore  he  was  a  principal  in  the  bufinefs.  Thefe  all  w^re 
orders  from  the  Treafury,  where  they  originated,  ;ind.l^  only 
moved  them  officially.  He  then  recurred  to  the  tax^  which 
he  infifled  would  affefl  only  the  maAers  of  families,  not  the 
fervants ;  and  he  was  fure  no  man  would  turn  away  any  fer- 
^nt  for  half  a  crown.  He  trufled  that  thereforf-  tbe  tax 
would  be  admitted* 


Mx>  Shmy^A  rq>lied9  Xhat  tl^ right  honourabte  goiffttili»  Mr  siu^u 
bad.cert^UUy  mift^o  the  poiotin  quefiion,  as  no  one  had  ^^* 
tupppfod  that  SL  £usily  would  turn  off  a  fervant  for  half  a 
.ccowa;.  but  that  where  three  were  kept,  one  of  them  would 
probably  lofe  her  place ;  that  the  tax,  which  would  otherwiie 
be  thirty  ikilling9,  might  by  that  meansrbe  reduced  to  ten^ 
confequentlythe  tax'  fell  on  the  female,  whom,  in^  this  mao^ 
aer,  it  deprived  of  bread« 

Mc«  Coun$nay  faid,  the.  circumfiance  oT  a  tax  itnpofed  on  Mr  Ctic 
women  was  of  itfelf  a  fufficient  inducement  to  him  tOiftand  up  tcnay. 
IQ  their  defence.  Of  all  taxes  that  ever  were  introduced  it  wa« 
the  iQpft  unprecedented^  and  that  fi:om  which  the  word  c(;»h 
clufions  mufLbe  drawn*  Foe  furely  it  mufl  be  fuppofed  tha^ 
aU  orbei:  commodities  wece  taxed  to  the  utmoft  extent,  wheif 
a  meafure  wasdtreAed  to  that  conunodity  at  which  no  other 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ever  publicly  pr^fnmed  to 
point.  It  was  ap  obje6t  fn>mwl>ich  he  advi4d  the  right  ho^ 
nourabie  geotleman  to  defift  ia  tiqie,  and  be  warned  by  a 
precedent^  which  he  woi^ld  repeat  to  him,  as-  extradted  front 
acelebrated  book,  entitled  Bryant's  Nfythology*  In  this  tho 
celebrated  ftory.  of  Orpheus  was  explained  in  a  manner  noe  ^ 

tbe  leis  probable  for  being. new ;: for  it  iayg  that  Orpheus  wa9 
Ibtne  CHanceltor  of  the  Exchequer  in  one-  of.  the  States  of 
Greeoe^  anii  not  being  fo  indulgent  to  the  ladies  as  might  be 
^peded,.  they  iiifli£t^«i9^ium/thatpQrnn;fn^ur which,  the^ 
poets  peprefented  as  fo  exceedingly  fevere.  This  was  to  bimf 
a  more  natural  account  of  Or^i^u^  tj^an  the  other  ftory  of 
his  following  his  wife  £uri4i9^.  to  Hell^,  and  looking  hack  at 
her  from  an  impulfe  of  aifFeftion;  at.leaft  he  was  confident  it^ 
wis  ttidre»ift  the  ulanner  of*  modern  times ;  few  hufHahds  ex-* 

daimihg  ift  the  Rngoage attributed  to  Orpheus  by  Virgil, 

*  •  i»  ♦  »    ,  •  • 

Ah  roifvram  Euridicexil  aAima.fugiejatc  vocabat' 
Eundiccp,  (oto  refcreJ>aDt  ftumine  rip^ 

He  would. recommend,  to  the  ri^t •  honouttfMe  gentleman  to^ 
be  tender  of  meddling  with  thbTexj  their  enmity, was  fatal;* 
for  however  Orpheus^s  death  may  be-accounted  forj  ir  wli«J 
certain  thatitiwas  occasioned  by  women,  and  even  that  his« 
own  wife  ha(t.a  hand  in  it.  An  attempt  of  this  kind'termi-- 
natedotice  before  in  the  death  of -a  minlfterial  man,  ati.dhap-^ 
pened  in  .the:  reign  of  Richard  II.  The  idea  which  the  Chnft^- : 
cellor  of.  th&  Exchequer  now  refomed  was  at  that  time  fifft* 
ftarted  of »  taxing  female  commodities.  It  was  allcdgedi 
againftthe.tax^  tbafrtbe^ommoditf.  was  not  yet  ItaUe-tovit^* 

not 
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not  having  arrived  at  fufficieii(  maturity  to  b#  liibk  to  th« 
operation.  On  this  an  excifeman  was  fent  to  examine  into 
the  affair,  and  firft  confulting  the  then  Mailer  of  the  Rolls,  J 
he  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  fuch  a  fcrutiny  was  legaL  ' 
However  the  unfortunate  emiiTary  Was  interrupted  in  the 
progreTs  of  the  fcrutiny;  for  it  not  meeting  with  the  .appro- 
bation of  a  man  fijnous  in  thofe  days,  and  whofe  ftory  is  well 
known  yet,  called  Wat  Tyler,  he  put  the  excifeman  to 
death,  and  afterwards  raifed  a  violent  commotion,  which 
was  happily  fuppreiled  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London.  Now 
as  this  example  feemed  to  be  followed  pretty  clofely  in  thefe 
days,  where  was  the  impofiibility  that  the  circumftanccs  might 
^ot  more  fully  concur  ?  And  as  a  fcrutiny  was  coofidered 
very  legal  by  fome  eminent  lawyers  now,  it  was  natural  to 
fuppofe  that  fome  young  ^irl,  perhaps  not  more  than  eleven 
or  twelve  years*  old,  might  plead  that  Oxe  was  not  yet  taxable 
commodity.  Then  it  being  a  fuhjedl  of  great  importance^ 
inftead  of  an  excifeman,  perhaps  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
fury  might  be  fent  on  the  fcrutiny;  and  ihould  he  meet  the 
fame  fate  as  the  excifeman,  wiiat  a  lofs  would  it  be  to  the 
Crown  and  the  Public!  The  reftriAion  had  ^iven  htm  fo 
much  difquiet,  that  he  had  already,  thought  of  an  epitaph, 
which,  though  written  in  monkiih  tiroes,  would  well  accord 
both  with  the  circumftances  and  perfon.  The  epitaph  was 
firft  intended  for  the  bit  Rofamoad,  and  w»  in  the  foUowing 
words: 

Hie  jacet  hi  tumbl 
Roim*mttndi,  non  Roik-mTiada. 

for  after  the  ftain  of  the  fcrutiny,  it  could  be  no  longer  9mmda^ 
After  the  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  tax  this  commodity^  which 
he  before  recited,  it  was  not  again  attempted  till  the  time  of 
Sir  Cecil  Wray ;  and  it  was  furely  an  ^&  of  friendihip  in  the 
Minifter,  fince  he  could  not  introduce  the  perfon  of  that  great 
tiaan  into  Parliament,  to  give  him  at  leaft  the  confolation  of 
mtroducing  his  opinions.  Though  it  was  no  great  recom- 
mendation to  a  bill  that  it  came  from  a  reprobated  candidate 
for  Weftminfter,  yet  to  a  man  of  Sir  Cecil's  difappointments, 
it  was  a  confolation  not  to  be  denied ;  and  he  was  remarkable 
for  his  gratitude,  there  was  no  doubt  but  he  would  make  it 
the  fubjedl  of  his  muie,  and  thus  immortalize  the  tranfa£kion. 
Now  with  refpeft  to  what  had  fallen  from  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  Henkinfon)  as  to  the  tax  not  being  worthy  of  eva- 
upn,  becaufe  it  was  trifling ;  be  could  aflure  the  Houfe,  that 

perfonS| 
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ptrfoiis,  howeftr  eodlt^  tlieir  rank,  howerer  gmt  dMU*  for* 
tiuiei,  notwithfianding  they  had  fix  or  eight  iinecure  pen* 
fiooiy  had  thought  proper  to  Uock  up  mofi  of  their  windows 
to  evade  the.  commatatipd  taac^  (aUuding  to  a  geotleman^a  • 
having  fliut  up  more  than  one  half  of  the  windows  of  his 
country  feat  near  Croydon^  There  were  men  in  that  Houfe* 
who)  though  not  Cabinet  Counfellorsy  were  perfons  who  had 
the  honour  of  being  fent  for,  to  give  their  advice  to  His  Ma* 
jefty,  and  had  boaftdd  that  they  did  give  advice :  to  be  fure  - 
tbej  were  right  In  making  fach  a  boaft,  and  probably  His 
Majefiy  wa$  right  in  taking  thtkt  advice  at  fuch  a  particular 
jundure;  for  Solomon,  who  was  another  wife  King,  had  faid, 
<*  The  courtfd  of  a  ^ood  man  rs  worthy  of  attention  * 
Even  men  of  that  defcription,  who,  during  the  American 
troubles,  had  held  the  poft  of  Secretary  at  War,  and  moved 
for  moft  of  the  fums  expended  on  that  unfortunate  affair,  had 
thought  it  neceflary  not  td  contribute  to  the  taxes  that  were . 
laid  in  confequence  of  the  debt  incurred  by  that  war,   but^ 
were  mean  enough  to  fliut  up  their  windows  to  avoid  the  p^y- 
ment  of  a  fum  that  they  other  wife  would  have  paid.    Surely 
then,  if  fuch  great,  fuch  wife,  and  good  ^n  thought  proper 
to  evade  a  tax,  it  was  natural  to  expe£l  a  man  in  a  middling 
fphere  of  life  would  do  the  fame,  unlefs  it  was  thought ' 
^(which  generally  was  the  cafe)  that  men  of  that  defcriptioa 
were  more  honeft  than  thofe  of  whom  he  had  been  fpeaking^ 
Now  the  reafon  why  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Pitt)  #     i 
always  was  fo  fond  of  introducing  the  American  war,  arofe 
from  the  following  circumdance :  when  he  firil  made  his 
cntr£  into  politics,  he  made  a  point  of  reprobating  the  Ame- 
rican war;  and  his  language  and  manner  in  doing  it  was  fo 
good,  that  he  met  with  applaufe  from  his  foes  as.  well  as  his 
friends.  By  conilantly  {peaking  on  the  fubjeA,  it  became  fami-* 
liar ;  and  in  reading  Locke,  on  the  Aflbciation  of  Ideas,  he  there 
found  a  philofophical  reafon  for  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man always  ufing  the  topic,  although  the  war  was  over.    In 
that  book,  which  he.  made  no  doubt  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  mad  long  (ince,  it  was  related,  that  a  young  gen- 
tleman, fbhd  of  dancing,  for  th^  want  of  company,  Ufed  to 
danceto  an  old  trunk -that  ftood  in  one  comer  of  the  room ; 
fo  conilant  hadhefoeen  in  that  pradlice,  that  when  the  trunk 
was  removed  he  could  ho  longer  dance ;  and  it  was  jufl  ths 
fione  with  the  right  faonoiirad)^  gentleman,  for  as  he  had  been 
taught  to  fpeik  upon  die  American  war,  if  deprived  of  that  as 
a  part  of  his  oratioiv  bt  woidd  be  tottdly  dumb^  unlels.  he 

: .  eottid 
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ccttfllierlKatight  fonoeneie  ^liep.  ^fte  haci  ^ifiy  •YmToM  be« 
fides.thiife.airdady  urged,  for  requeftfng  the  right  hofiOumMe 
gi&nclenian  to  fot^go  this  pro}(^(  and<h^  had  the  greato^ -hopes 
tl({vLCCfsis^JB»  it  wds  the  fitft  fi^tteft'  he  «^a-  m^Me  to-^hhs. 
IfdliQiid  W9S  %  coantry  to  sirbieh lie,  in  commoti  Wiethe 
'  right  hoMutable  ^mleman,'had  Ibcne  {Attachments  ^d  he  tif* 
fared  him  the  prefeiat  was  by  tio  means  an  Irifh  prdpiAmn, 
There  was  ntothtngto  render  hifA  4tior^  unpopular  M'  Ireland 
than  taitiit^  this  comn^dit^ )  and  nothing  cotild  gi^  'him 
(Mr.  Courtenay)  more  favoui-  there  than  being  the  inftm- 
dient  of  niaking  n'ltn  give  op  the  point.  The  right  hdncnira- 
Ue  georieman  was  not  among  thofe  whom  he  ihould  be  apt 
tbfcrfped^  of  encouraging  proftitatioo.  He  might  perhaps 
join  with  him  if  there  was  now  any  occafion,  but  if  ap- 
peared to  be  in  fo  forward  a  (late  already^  that  to  countenance 
li  any  ferther  would  be  needlefs.  '  He  faw  ho  reafon  for  in- 
troducing frefii  blood  into  their  veins^  to  make  them  more 
Ihibfe  to  ptoftitution  than  befot^.  Not  that  he  was  of  tfaft 
rigid  way- of  thinking  as  the  wife  of  Bath  was,  whotbodgiit 

/  ^hc  Conditutioa  ne*cr  couid  thrive^ 

Till  all  the  whores  were  burnt  alive. 

Oil  thefe  grounds  he  was  detet'mined  to  oppofe  the  raotioi^ 

and  he  made  no  doubt  of  having  at  leaft  the  fupport  of  every 

Ipifii  member. 

Sir  Ricbard      Sit  Rkfbord  Hiil  h6ped  the  noble  Lord  (Surrey)  would  not 

^****  periift  in^  dividing  the  Hbufe  in  that.ftage  of  the  bufi&efs,  but 

wait  to  fee  whether  fome  modification  could  b^  made  fo  at 

to  make  it  palatable;  he  aflured  the  noble  Lord,  that  he  waf 

ag^inft  the  taX)  uolefs  modtfifed,  but  wiihed  to  fite  it  ^  to  a: 

CptnmitftQeo 

Mr.  Denp       Mr.  Dtmpfier  was  ftrongly  agairtft  the  tax,  and  wiihed  the 

*•'•  MimfleT'to  tUm  his  mind  to  aboHfliing  the  total  ufc  rf 

franking:;  for  a  variety  of  fbuds  were  committed,  by  having' 

fetiters  come  to  improperperfons  under  thfc- cover  of  a  thember 

of  Parliament :  ta' obviate  -v^hifch,  he  ptopofcd  that  no  doa^ 

bte  letter  fljouW  comeor  go  frec^  unleft  it  ^asr &cfa'as-eo»- 

tJWitA '  pariiameotary .  proccediiigs,  and  they  might  be  open  at 

theone  arid  forthePoft-office  td  6e.    He  lil&wife  thoi:5ht 

:rtagMinght-b^  kid-  on  all  porfcms  wearing 'W3tcfteB;f  and;  in' 

ffift,  i  variety  of^other  moAesmoglitbd adopted  ficefeiaUettr 

the'-dileiJrQf>oledr^nrinaJ!d  ifiryasitk;;  ihowdver  be'itfjflieS^o  ftr 

tiie  bill  brdug^t  v^$  and  rcfeimi^rD A GdmnntteQi^ 

•  Mh!B0ll^«al;1^4£b^aitfb;iriKi^      ;  .•...:  \.  ... 

\  \.  '  Mr. 


A.  t7<5«  '  ]!)    E   B    A  T   E    1  ;  '^ 

Mr.  IFhi^hread  reprobated  the  tax^  and  thoqgbt  the  Mi'^  Mr.  Whit* 
iiiftcr  ihould  tiirn  hi»  mind  to  enforcing  the  receipt  tax,  which  ^^^^^ 
certainly  was  the  ]}eft  ever  invented,  and  wpuJdy  if  properly 
coUeded,  bring  in  a  million  of  money. ' 

Mr.  Powys  likewife  was  again{{  the  tax,  but  wifhed  not  to  M^Powt^ 
oppofe  it  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  hoped  that  the  noble  Lord 
(Surrey)  would  not  divide  the  Honfe  upon  it. 

Lord  Surrey  faid,  he  certainly  fhould  divide  the  Houfe,  as  U.  tunfi 
any  regulations  to  be  made,  of  the  kind  propof^  by  nis  r^Iit 
honourabk  friend  (Fox),  muft  be  in  an^er  bill. 

Mr.  Role  was  of  a  dimrent  opinion. 

Mr.  Cfiwe  thought  the  tax  a  bad  one,  as  it  would  aflSbft  MnCNwt; 
fartoers  in  \ht  country  who  were  compelled  to  jceep  i^^^ny 
maid  fervants  in  their  dairies,  &c; 

Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Rofe,  qjid  Mi>  Pitt,  faid  a  few  words  by 
way  of  explanation;  after  which 

Alderman  IVatJon  oppoied  the  tax,  but  promlled  he  would  AUcmsa' 
do  it  in  a  w^y  that  fliould  not  have  any  efieA  on  the  riCblt  Watte, 
faculties  of  any  member  in  the  Houfe  (on  which  a  loud  laugh 
took  place ;)  and  the  ^4si?li.an  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  in- 
fiead  of  yeomen,  ;nen- milliners,  barbers,  ftay-makers,  and 
every  efieminate  perfon  throughout  the  kingdom,  ought  to  fans 
levendy  taxed ;  likewife  a  double  tax  Ihould  be  laid  on  foreign 
fervants,  as  it  was  fliamefiil  to  admit  them  into  th^  V^^ 
cabinet  or^dra.wing-room. 

The  tioufe  then  divided  on  the  refolutiony 

Ayes    -    97 
Noes    -    24 

Majority  ^gainft  the  women    -    73 
The  other  re&lutigns  were  then  re^  and  agreed  to« 

Wf^dn^if^y  May  lu 

A  petitioil  was  received  from  the  tanners  in  London 
•gainft  the  Irilh  refolutions. 

Mr.  Powys  then  moved  that  the  tanners  be  heard  by  them-  hb.  Poiryt. 
ielves  or  couofel  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Qiancellor  Pitt  obj^fted  to  the  petition  being  received,  Mr.  Ckami 
as  it  came  fo  late,  and  appeared  to  him  to  be  more  calculated  ^"j*  ^^ 
for  the  fake  of  d^ay  than  any  thing  elfe. 

Mr.  Powys  faid,  that  the  petitioners  did  not  fee  the  danger  Mr.Powyl« 
that  tiie  feventh  refolution  of  the  Irlfli  Pfkrliac^t  fobjeA^ 
their  trade  to  until  yrftarday* 

.  Vou  XVIII.  K  k 
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Some  little  eonverfation  then  took  place ;  when  the  Houfe 
divided  on  the  queftion,  whether  the  petition  ihould  be  re- 
ceived. 

Noes -    261 

Ayes    -----     -     -    H3 

.Majority    -----      -xi8 

Several  other  petitions  againft  the  Irifih  refolutions  wefc 
Ofiered^  and  rejefled. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  moved,  <*  That  the  Houfe  he  now  called 

over." 

Mr.  Marlham  moved  as  an  amendment,  •*  That  the  words 
*  four  months  be  inferted,  inftcad  of  the  word  now  ;**  on  which 

a  trifling  debate  took  place:  after  which  the  Hoafe  divided oa 
the  original  motion. 

Noes    -----     -     -    241   , 

Ayes ai3 

Majority    -    -    -     -      -     -    a8 

Tbur/day,  Mwf  1%. 

Mr.  Stanley  prefented  a  petition  from  the  xnanufadlarers  of 
Manchefter  and  its  vicinity,  praying  that  the  Iriih  propofi* 
'  tions  may  not  pafs  into  a  law. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
lifr.caeo*        Mr.  ^dtn  intreated  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  to  be  ex- 
erted in  a  patient  hearing  of  what  he  had  to  propofe,  as  it  was 
a  fubjefi  of  importance,  and  demanded  every  attention.    It 
had  vefterday  been  the  deciCon  that  no  other  petition  againft 
the  lyflem  in  agitation  ihould  now  be  received;  at  leaft  fo  it 
might  be  inferred  from  their  rejedion  of  that  from  the  tan- 
ners of  London.     But  he  now  had  a  petition  to  prelent, 
'    which  came  recommended  by  fuch  peculiar  circumftances  as 
demanded  an  exception :  it  was  a  petition  from  the  iron  ma- 
nufafiurers  of  Warwickihire,  Shropfliire,  Staflbrdihire,  Brif- 
tol,  and  London,  which  had  been  hitherto  kept  back  by  a  mif« 
conception  under  which  the  petitioners  laboured.     They  had 
applied  to  ^  gentleman  in  office,  and  therefore  poflei&d  of  a 
proportionate  fhare  of  authority ;  they  had  then  flated,  that 
as  the  difference  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  bar  iron  into 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  amounted  to  near  20  per  cent*  in 
favour  of  the  latter  ;   if  thefe  duties  were  not  equalized^  the 
Gonfequence  would  be  a  material  injury  to  their  manufafturcs^ 
if  not  abfolute  ruin,  were  the  propofitions  pailed  into  a  law. 

Tbcv 
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They  had  then  received  fuch  aflurances  as  determined  them 
to  remain  paili  ve;  they  were  informed  that  every  care  jQiouId 
betaken  of  their  aSairs^  and  that  every  precaution  fliould  be 
applied  that  their  manufacture  might  not.fuffer  an  injury; 
Induced  by  thefe.  promifes,  they  yielded  to  what  they  now 
deemed  a  fallacy,  and  when  undeceived  they  now  flapped  for- 
ward  to  claim  tne  protedlionof  thelegiilature.  They  were  not 
men  of  incOnfiderable  note ;  they,  on  the  contrary,  were  men 
who  gave  employment  to  upwards  of  20o»o6o  manufafiurers, 
and  paid  a  duty  to  Government  on  the  raw  materials  which 
they  ufed.     The  Houfe  had  entered,  he  faid,  into  a  hally  de- 
termination yeflerday,  but  that,  he  hoped,  would  not  impede 
their  attention  to  the  prefent  application.     They  had  then  re- 
folved  that  the  petitions  fhould  not  be  received,  which  were 
prefented  on  the  eve  of  the  day  appointed  for  the  final  decifi  on 
of  the  fubjeft.     But  tofome,  even  of  them,  this  principle  had 
been  Wrongly  applied.     One  petition  (from  Glalgow)  had,  to 
his  knowledge,  been  handed  to  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  the  day  before,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  prefented ; 
tiiat  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  defer  the  difcharge  of 
that  duty,  and  his  petitioners  were  therefore  punifhed  by  the 
reje^aion  which  followed.     On  th/s  whole,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  petition  he  had  now  to  prefent,  flanding  on  different 
grounds  from  thofe  that  had  been  rejefted,  and  conveying  a 
different  fpeci^s  of  information  to  the  Houfe  from  any  that 
had  been  hitherto  exhibited,  claimed  every  exemption  from  the 
prohibition  which  had  been  made.    The  Houfe  therefore,  he 
hoped,  would  afibrd  that  attention  which  it  deferved,  and 
concluded  with  moving,  that  the  petitioners  be  heard  by  them- 
ielves  or  counfeL 

Mr«  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  as  the  petition  afUgned  np  Mr.  Ch«a. 
rej^fon  of  fiifficient  importance  to  determine  the  Houfe  to  give  ccUor  put. 
it  a  hearing,  its  fole  claim  to  that  diflin£lion  refted  on  the 
aflertion  of  the  right  honourable  eentleman  who  had  pre- 
fented it,  that  the  petitioners  had  hitherto  laboured  under  a 
mifconception.  This  afiertion  however  be  did  not  make 
from  his  own  knowledge ;  he  did  net  therefore  thfnk  it  of  « 

fufficient  weight  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  aft  in  contradiction 
to  the  rule  which  they  had  implicitly  made  by  the  proceedings 
of  yeflerday. 

The  Lord  Advocate  af  Scotland  (Mr.  Campbell)  defended  himn  Th«  Lord 
felf  from  the  charge  that  had  been  niade  againil  him  of  with-  Adyocateof 
holding  the  petition  from  Glafgow.    It  was  handed  to  him,  ^*«*^"^f 
he  faid,  while  engaged  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  yet 
he  eveh  then  returned  with  the  intention  of  piefentipg  it,  but 
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was  informed,  that  as  the  Committee  on  the  Irilh  trade  wm 
not  to  fit  until  this  day,  it  mattered  not  ivhettier  it  was  pre- 
fented  on  Tuefdav  or  Wcdnefday.  Such  infonhation,  &om 
.  anthority  the  moft  refpeAable,  bad  d^tern^ined  h\m  to  retaia 
it  until  yefterday. 
Wb.  f 6f #  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  after  fuch  an  apology  fie  coulJ  not  cer- 
tainly arraign  the  condu£t  of  the  honourable  gentleman  i  but 
it  happened  very  unfortunately  fcr  ilie  pctitiojiers,  whofe  pe- 
tition, if  it  had  been  prefcnted  on  Tuei'day,  wlicn  the  honou- 
fable  gentleman  received  it,  might  have  been  heard  the  follow- 
ing day.  All  ^e  arguments  which  had  been  yeflerdny  ad- 
vancea  againfl  hearing  it,  would  have  in  that  cafe  been  olivi* 
ated. 

A  pretty  long  debate  occurred  on  thi$  point,  ah4  an  alter* 
Ration  enfiied  on  a  charge  made  by  a  Mr.  Gibbon  of  £riilo'^ 
igainft  Mr,  Rofe  of  milreprefentatlon. 

After  this  the  Houfe  went  into  the  Uoninxittee,  and  a^er 
Ibme  time  fpent  in  the  examination  of  witndjKsi  the  evidence 
frsLt  finally  clofed. 

yif  folltnvmg  is  a  lifi  of  the  £ffirint  petitions  of  the  mc^kujac* 
iurers,  dealers.  C^c.  ^  Great  jSritahf  ogaiqft  the  Irj/b  umn 
^  tntrcial  propojttionsm 

•  _ 

Ptywhen      ^  P    B    T    I    t    t    O    N    S. 

^ttKnted.     Votes* 

March  J     tsS    Pcdtioalitiin  merehtBts,  &e«of  Livetpool 

8     1 1 1     ■>  ..■  ■  membert  of  the  Chamber  Of  Comttcrce 

of  Glaigow,  Paiiley,  &c. 
fi     330     ■  I  I       merchantt,  &c,  of  Mancbcfter,  Sec. 

14     1 3  (    ■  »,  calUco  ma&ttiadurcrt  and  printers  in  Laa* 

ckihire 
9 3     344    ■»■  ibahuftftuttrt  and  Hcaler$  in  BritiAttlr 

anfadurei  df  Lotidon,  &e. 
I  ■  ■       '     mercbaiiti,  &t.  of  BriRol 
it    361     ■  I  >    ■      Comrocrctd  Ctimwittec  of  BiiTOibgliiiia 
365       I  cottoa   and    callicb   mamrfaftiireTS   ol 

Blackburti,  praying  to  be  heard  by  xounfd 
^t     S79     ■      ■  iherehantf,  &c«  Of  WolvcfrhfeNiiptoB 

^  go    •«^— — *  Cbciety  of  mtrchant  adventurm  0^  Mflol 
381      ■  Aigar  refiners  of  Brillol 

!$•      I  manufafhirers  of  MottiQchahi 

April  4      396     I         ■  I     weavers  and  inhabitanti  of  Paittey 

■  I  •■  opentiv^e  weavers  of  Glalgow 

897    M  — i  merdiaatt  and  mataufaCkurexi  of  ttaa* 

nmiliiie 

ttdDrtic/i  ^f-I>erfy 

Pcudoa 


jftci?8|r         •  ;D^  .^   B   A^   T    |r  i.  |«| 

j^irX      » s  T  «  T  1  o  ji  fc    . 

4(e«    Pnitign  from  Committee  of  mirclMntii  and  mmu* 

taAuf  eh  of  She^cld 
^%     m   T,  iroh  maOerst  ftc.  of  WelUbronn^cli     ^ 

— ~  afanufa&uren  of  h]X  cantiM  in  Wlr- 

mMtkhikviren  of  fail  clocli  ift  L^ncafbr 


» 

40i 
4<>l 

4>3 
4»$ 

4J» 

f 

•« 

4*$ 
4«» 

4»» 

45* 

1 

^ 

4M 
434 

43  » 

« 

41< 

43« 

« 

44« 

t 

• 

454 

♦0 

ft 

l(6o 

»« 

:4TJ 

«476 

47» 

j» 

4«* 
4»« 

«—  manuiafturers  of  fuftiant,  tottdms,  ?cl« 
vets,  &c.  of  Wigan 

«*- —  (kil^dotfa  manufaAnrert  of  Kirkluiia 
—  manufa£hircn  and  traders  of  Paillcy 

makers  of  pig  and  bar  iron  is  the  foontf 


oF  Salop 

—  xiail  iroamongeri  in  and  near  Scoarbridgc 

manu£ft^urert  of  eartjifem  waie  in  Stal^ 
fordihlre 

merchants^  dianuftAorert,  and  traders  of 


Walfall 

merchants  concerned   in  th^  com  and 


malt  trade  in  dreat  Yarmonth 
.  nail  ironmongera  in  Dudle]r 

glafs  manu&£):tirers  in  the  aeighbonrhood 


of  Stourbridge  and  Dudley 

merchants^  manufacturers,  &c.  of  Kid< 


dehninffer 

Mr.  Itobertfbn  and  others.  In  behalf  of 


the  iron  manufa&ories  tn  Glafgow,  Cramon^ 
and  Dolnattar 

merchants  and  manufaduYers  of  Man- 


cheder 

gentlemen,  clergy,  and  land-owners  in 


"kochdale 

'  gentkmen,  clergy,  4cc.  of  i^lhcon  under 


Line  >, 


\  _     _M 


ii 


"      Operative  tireiVto  *in  the   villages    ^f 
Govaniand  Patrick 

*»^'*  •  merchants  and  maliul^dmF^ei^  of  %dltbn 
gientleafen,'tte#chanta,^ad  ihfatfbitantsof 


Lancafter 
nnnii  iT-  ■  Atcrchtmts^mmnlfeifturwsydte^'Of fei<%ow 

i*   ■'      ■  'the  ivoveil,  nigiftimtet,  'and^towUxOottli* 
eil  of  Dunbar 

--  merchants,  manufisdurcff I  Had  ochcfi^ 
Aberdeen 
■         jufticesof  Norfolk 

nMiftsf  fitk  weovofs  inJiottdon  asdMaA* 


Fetltite 


•      *« 
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4)8     Petition  from  glafs  manuft^lurers  of  LoBcton,  Brii^ 
tol,  Newcaftic,  and  Glafgow 
April  14     518     ■    ■■  merchants  and  manufa^tunftn  of  broad 

cloth  in  Gloucefterihirc 
Si^    .— r— T— worjcing  filk  weavers  of  Spitalfields 
»5     5*7  ^        manufafturers,  &c.  in  the  btirgh  of  Ha* 

milton 
»o     557  .    —  mafter  j^rinters  in  Edinburgh 

^5o     ■  iron  mafteiSy  &c.  in  the  counties  of  Salop, 

Worccftcr,  Stafford,  and  Warwick 
*5     593         ■  *    '         manufacturers  and  inhabitants  of  CoTcn* 

trj,  and  adjacent  par'ifhes 
29     645  •  '     ^   ■        '  merchants,  manufaAurers,  &c.  of  Breckin 
May     3     669     "■  *     ^  manufacturers  and  woolilaplers  of  the 

county  of  Southampton 
4  — — ^ —  manufacturers  of  fhoes,  &C  in  the  towi 

of  Stafford 
9     7*1         ■  manufacturers  of  gloves  in  Yeovil 

sj^o     '    ■  merchants    and  traders  of  Briftol  ni 

Glafgow 

ti     748  ■       ■     '  tanners  of  London        ^ 

■■    *■  magiftratcs  and  town  council  of  Montroic 

I  a     753     ■     ■  gentlemen,  proprietors  of  the  county  of 

Dumfries 
76 1     ■"  ■        -  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  others,  of 

Manchefter 
763     — — •^— .  manufacturers  of  pig  and  bar  iron 

■■  tanners  of  London 

766         '  ■  Meffrs.  Holmer  and  Eaby,  and  others, 

manufaAurers  of  bar  iron. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  and  Mr  Vyner  rofe  at  the  fame  time, 
and  both  claimed  the  attention  of^the  Houfe.  The  difpute 
was,  that  it  being  now  nine  o^clock  at  night,  Mr.  Vyner 
wiihed  to  poftpone  the  important  difcuflion  tor  that  night. 
The  Chancellor  oppofed  all  farther  delay.  The  priority  was 
given  to*  the  latter. 
Mr.  Chan*  Mr*  Chancellor  Pitt  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Com* 
ccltor  Pitt,  mittee  to  the  review  and  confideration  of  the  refoiutioas. 
He  then  deiired  that  the  clerk  might  read  from  the  table  the 
refolqtion  which  he  had  formerly  moved,  as  the  groundwork 
of  the  fyfiem  of  intercourfe  between  this  country  and  Irc« 
land, 

■  Refolved,  *•  Tliatlt  is  highlj^  important  to  the  general  in- 
^  tereft  of  the  Britifh  empirci  that  the  trade  between  Great 

<<  Bric^U 
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**  Britain  and  Irdaod  be*6MCN]ra|ed  and  extended  at  mticli  ?• 

•<  as  pofiible ;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  that  the  intercourfe  and 
<*  oommerce  be  finally  fettled  and  regulated,  on  permatient 
"  and  equitable  priucipleSy  fat  the  mutoal  benefit  of-  both 
"  countries." 

He  began  by  obferving,  that  the  attention  of  the  Comniittee 
having  been  engroiled  for  fo  many  weeks  by  the  propofitioni^ 
he  flattered  himfelf  their  importance  and  magnitude  were  hj 
this  tikne  fufficiently  impreiledon  their  .minds  to  render  itper« 
fefily  unneceflary  for  him  to  dwell  upon  that  part  of  the  fub^ 
je£l«  He  ihould  therefore,  after  the  ufelefs  manner  in  which- 
fo  much  of  their  time  had  been  wafted,  enter.at  once  into  the 
bufinefs,  and  ftate  to  the  Committee  the  extent  and  obje£l  of 
his  pian^  endeavouring  to  clear  it  from  fuch  mifconception^ 
and  to  obviate  fuch  objedions,  as  from  the  variiDus  intereftt 
that  it  was  fuppofed  to  aSe&f  and  the  paias  taken  to  alarm 
thole  interefts,  it  had  neceflarily  become  liable  to.  He  defired 
the  Houfe  torecoUcdl:,  among  the  many  important  and  exten^ 
five  obje£ls  to  which  the  legiilature  of  this  kingdom  had  foe 
fome  years  paft  directed  its  at^entioo^  that  the  affairs  of  Ire* 
land,  and  the  forming  of  a  fuitable  arrangement  between  that 
kingdom  and  this  were  nearly  the  moft  confiderable,  A  vaft 
deal  had  already  been  done  in  feveral  preceding  Adminiftra- 
tions,  and  though  he  was  by  no  means  inclined  to-cenfute 
the  liberality  of  former  Parliaments,  or  former  Minifters,  yet. 
he  could  not  but  think,  that  if  nothing  more  was  to  be  don^ 
for  Ireland,  it  would  have  been  more  advifable  not  to  have 
done  any  thing  at  all,  or  at  leaft  not  fo  much  as  had  beea 
done.  In  fa&,  if  the  Britiih  Parliament  were  to  go  no  farther, 
all  that  had  hitherto  been  done  was  abfolutely  nugatory  and 
ufelefs,  for  the  advantages  which  were  by  tHofe  a^s  put  into 
the  bands  of  the  Irifh,  were  fuch  as  they  were  unable  to  make 
ufe  of,  at  leaft  not  in  the  degree  to  which  it  was  the  avowed 
intention  of  Parliament  that  they  fliould.  And  would  the 
People  and  the  Legiilaturp  of  England  condefcend  to  aflume 
a  creAii  for  what  they  had  never  beftbwed,  and  lay  claim  to 
the  gratitude  and  love  of  a  nation  to  whom  they  had  made  oo 
conccflions,  but  fuch  as  it  was  impoflible  for  her  to  avail  her- 
felf  of?  His  prefent  plan,  he  faid,  was  nothing  more  than  a 
neccflary  fuppleroent  to  tbofe  which  had  formerly  beea 
adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  creating  fuch  a  mutual  intereft  ae 
ihould  for. ever  preferve  inviolate  an4  fecure  the  connexion 
Between  the  two  countries;  and  he  trufted,  if  it  ihould  be 
found  to  have  a  tendency  to  fo  very  defirabk  an  end  as  that* 
if  it  flumld  be  found  to  add   confiderably  to  the  general 
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KvMgth  mi  fplendmiF  of  ihe  «flipirei  if  it  fbmM  be  finmil  to 
««iitifflNite  a  great  and  obvious  aagmemation  to  the  welfare 
'4il  Ireland,  and  at  the  (ame  time  to  maintain  the  interefts  of 
CSffeat  Srttain  in  everf  eliential  point;,  and  in  iomo  inftances 
confiderably  to  promote  them,  that  in  that  cafe  theoppofirion 
f>e  Ihould  aieet  with  would  be  confined  witbln  rery  narrov 
Jimiits ;  be  tafMnted  however,  that  from  the  prefent  ftate  df 
thei>olttict  of  the  country' there  was  but  iitde  hope  of  find- 
ing perfcHft  unanifnity.  The  objeAions  which  he  had  gene« 
tMj  obferved  to  be  teade  to  this  plan,  were  fudi  as  speared 
io  hrm  either  to  be  convincing  proofs  of  its  propri^y  and  ne* 
iDsffity^  or  at  leait|t  Aac  they  were  capable  of  an  eafy  AvA  xiom- 
l^eie  refotation*  He  had  deiived  th^  propofed  refobtton  to  hp 
#sad,  iB^rder  th^t  he  o>ight  the  more  eafily  lead  the  Cpm- 
mktee  into  hk  fentiments  with  re^rd  to  the  general  arran^ 

«.  meat^  of  which  ft  was  the  foundation  ,*  ^nd  obfepred,  that  al« 
thoi^  there  wereieverad  fubfequent  reCol^tions  to  fbHow  Et, 
.  jet  they  were  biit  the  detail  and  fbrmdity  of  that  priociplr 
which  was  bid  down  in  tfae^ner.  ThFs  prificiple  then  he 
would  fir  ft  explain  by  way  of  cpmoient  on  that  reiolution, 
tad  afterwards  wouU  go  through  the  whole  feries  of  the  pro* 
pofitions  from  Ireland,  applying  to  them  .fucfa  alterations,  re- 
AriAions,  and  tnodiications,  as  Ihould  #ill  reftrain  then 
urithin  the  principle  now  to  be  adopted,  and  at  the  fame  time 
free  •Ihein  from  the  cibjeiSions.  which  thofe  who  coiild  not  difr 
linit  from  the  principle  had  endeavonrc^  to  raife  agaipA  th^ 
flaode  m  whidi  it  was  intended  to  apply  it.  Tl^e  principle 
then  was,  ^*  that  a  treaty  ihould  hfi^  cpacluded  with  Ireland, 
by  which  that  country  mould  be  put  on  a  fair,  eoual^  and  im- 
partial ,fooling  with  Great  Britain  in  point  ci  commerce, 
with  »refpe£l  to  fot^eign  countries  and  tp  our  Qolpn'i^s.  And 
is  to  the  mutual  inter courfe  between  each  other,  that  thii 
equality  Ihould  extend  to  manufadlures*  to  importation,  and 
to  exportation,  and  thajt  Ireland,  in  return  for  this  conceffioo, 
fiiould  contribute  a  fliare  towards  the  protediop  and  fecurity 
of  the  general  commerce  of  the  empire.**  In  order  to  deftroj 
the  general  prejudices  entertained  againfl  thefe  propofjci/:ns, 
it*  woiild  be  neceSary  for  him  only  to  mention  in  v^hat  fitc« 
•tion  Ireland  aftualiy  ftopd  at  that  moment  in  point  of  com* 
ttverce  >with  rcfped  to  the  world  in  general,  and  Gre^t  Brir^a 
in  jparticular.  -Ireland  could  at  this  moment  trade,  with  vn- 
limked  freedom,  to  every  foreign  ftate  in  Europe;  fupply 
them  with  her  «wn  produce  and  manufa(^ure;  ^nd  carry 
home  in  return  the  produce  and  manufadui;e  of  ^ny  cponiry 
in  £ufi>pe.    She  was  alfo  at  liberty  to  jfupply  tlie  britiiOi  co« 
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lonies  ia  the  Woft  ladies  with  1^7  ovj^  cooaioduif^^  ^w^l 
|>y  a  direSt  trade  homeward,  faroifli  he^elf  wkh  ijak  Weft^r 
India  goods.    But  thU  was  not  all;  ihe  could  ^fOf  ?t  tjbis 
moment,  fupply  ibp  Briti^  market,  by  a  diredl  tr^  lpBz:i^ 
t^in,  wUh  the  produce  of  the  Britiih  iilands;  and  this  priyir. 
lege  was  not  of  a  recent  date;  Ihe  had  enjoyed  u  jevtr  ^nq^ 
the  navigation  laws  were  framed ;  the  only  quefiion  ^'iBn/i 
now,  Illative  to  the  Weil-India  commodities,  was,thfit  tl)^ 
lA-ifb  ihould  in  future  be  permitted  to  bring  into  Engj^pdy  ^P^ 
9«itouiIy  through  Ireland,  thoi^  goods  which  they  frere  ^t 
(bis  inftant  at  mil  liberty  to  import  iqto  tb^s  .co^Xfj  4f^ 
jredly  from  the  Weft  Indies.    But  not  to  dwell  ^^f  i^f/thtf 
pn  this  point  for  the  prefent,  on  which  l>e  iiateiid«d  ^o  fpnes^ 
Ibmewhat  more  at  length  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpcecb,  ^  ofa^ 
ierved,  that  the  adjuftmcnt  which  was  noyr  to  be  jpo^poff 4 
jsefolv^  itfelf  naturally  into  three  pacts,  which  might  but 
ranged  under  three  diTOrent  heads :   i.  The  intercourie  i^ 
tween  the  Britifti  Weft-India  iilands  a|id  Irelfind;  a.betjvv^g| 
Great  Brj tain  and  Ireland;    3.  exports  of  manufaAures  to 
foreign  cQf^ntri^a.    To  which  might  be  adde^  ^  4th,  whic^ 
was  rather  ppUtjc^y  and  related  to  the  affiftaace  that  (irl^a^ 
AotildcoQUibute  towards  thefuppprt  of  the  navyof  ih^fi^r  ' 
jpkt.    With  refpe£l  to  the  firft,  it  had  heep  ir«quei>tly  fvigr 
gefted  in  behalf  of  a  Mery  refpe6bbl$  and  ypfy  ufefip^  J^ody  ^ 
men,  the  WeilJndia  merchants  and  pl^j^i^s,  Tb^t^h^^ 
Iceland  be  permitted  to  fupply  the  British  market  wa4^  tbjp 
pradu^.ofthe  iil^ndtf,  they  muft,t>eQeira,rily  rup  tjiejiijc.  ijf 
being  very  cqniiderable  fufferers  in  common  with  t^e  reft  pf 
the  peoplf  q£  England.     To  this  fvggeft'^n  he  would  replj^ 
that  IreW^9  ashe  had  £m4 before,  might  at  thjs  momf^Xxsixry 
in  Iriih  bottoms  the  produce  of  the  i^ai^s  dirfiSlly  k^tp 
Great  Britain ;  (he  was  already  i|i  pofl[es(gon  of  t}ut  ii)^xj^ 
and  had  onjoy^  it  ever  fu^ce  t^  pai&ng  ,9f  the  oayig^t^Ipfi 
laws,  which  had  {xut  Irifli  ihips,  in  that  .rei|^,  on  a  ipioting 
with  BrkiAi :  it  w^  therefore  only  by  a  cir<:;uit<>u^.  tj^ade  frpjii 
[lhe  oolop&e%  that  any  new.idanu^r  could  aq^rvie  tp  tfif/f  iflr 
Aereils:  ^^  i\<^e  he  felt  that  the  appreheniio^pf  4l)iB»msf^ 
psbaq^tfi  rMd  fja^Mrs  we^  J)«ft.fo^Wd«d ;  f<^,t\^y  k^vi^  tjbiik 
Hhe  If  j|(h  ^r>g  on^  fi^mitted  )to  bring  tp  ^tj^lmid  ^^19^ 
l^ily  ijii^  fpngduce  of  1^  Britiih colonies,  J\r?pch  fug^  §ffj^ 
ither  fpo^%  ^  Ctoyvlih  pf  iflajpii4a4n  tW  Wf  ft  ^^pdiea  rtiflt.)/i^ 
bngii«  V>'lMft<cmnt4ryi  might  be  i«^(^$94  :%«>  ftP^M  JHF 
IritAlh.    J[t,f^li^j^,  f^c^tainly  b^^  wifl^  m  M  nm  .his  ^y^y  Xp 
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Were  certainly  entitled  to  a  monoply  of  the  Englifti  market ; 
ind  it  would  be  but  juflice  to  fecurc  it  to  them,  as  far  as  lavrs 
and  regulations  could  give  fecurity.     It  was  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, then,  that  he  intended  to  propofe  certain  regulations 
v^hich  would  fully  anfwer  this  end,  without  effefling  in  the 
fmaileft  degree  the  fptrit  of  the  Irifti  refolutions.     He  pro- 
pofed  then  in  the  firft  place,  that  the  Committee  fhbuld  re- 
folve  that  ail  the  navigation  laws  adually  iii  force  in  this 
kingdom,  or  which  it  mould  be  hereafter  found  neceflary  to 
•na£^,  for  the  preferyation  of  the  trade  of  Gr&t  Britain, 
Ihould  be  in  force  in  Ireland.     Under  thefe  laws  the  door 
would  be  fhut  to  the  importation   of  foreign  Weft-India 
goods,  and  confequently  the  Britifh  market  would  be  fecured 
for  Britifli  Weft-India  commodities,  totheexclufion  of  thofe 
of  foreign  iflands.     In  confequence  of  thefe  laws  it  would 
be  neceflary  that  every  Irifh  vefiel>  arriving  in  Ireland  from 
the  Weft  Indies,  fhould  be  fumiibed  with  a  certificate  that 
her  cargo  was  really  the  produce  of  a  Britifli  Weft-India 
ifland;  and  that  this  certificate  fliould  be  figned  by  the  pro 
per  officer  of  fuch  ifland.     But   it  might  be  faid,  of  what 
avail  would  laws  be,  if  the  execution  of  them  fhould  be  left 
to  thofe  who  were  hot  moft  concerned  in  the  due  obfervance 
of  them  ?     He  would  anfwer,  that  un^ueftionably   if  lairi 
were  hot  duly  obferved  and  obeyed,  they  were  of  little  ufc« 
But  He  did  not  conceive  that  the  entrufting  the  execution  of 
laws  to  perfons  not  immediately  under  our  power  was  a  thing 
.  abfolutely  unprfecedented :  this  country  relied  much   upon 
the  officers  in  the  Weft-Iqdia  iflands,  whofe  duty  it  was  to 
fign  certificates ;  and  if  they  abufed  their  power,  the  danger 
againft  which  thefe  cirtificates  were  to  guard,  would  neccflarik 
arrive.     He  would  not  however  truft  to  Iriflhi  officers  for  the 
execution  of  the  navigation  laws,  but  would  propofe  an  addi- 
tional regulation,  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  fatisfv  the 
planters^;  and  that  was,  that  every  ftiip  from  the  Weft  Indies 
touching  in  Ireland  ihould  be  obliged,  on  entering  a  port  ra 
Great  Britain,  to  produce  the  fame  original  certificate  which 
*ihe  fliewnd  in  Ireland,  and  which  ftie  received  from  the  pnj- 
per  officer,  on  clearing  out  from  the  ifland  at  which  flis 
?lKfpped her  cargo.   .This,  he  flattered  hirafelf,  weuld  anfwer 
the  expedlation  of  the  planters;  for  he  did  not  Itippoie  that 
the'Irifli  ^ouJd  attempt  to  import  into  their  own  country  tk 
produce  of  a  French  ifland,  with  which  they  could  not  have 
a  Fritifli  certificate,  and  without  which  it  could  ^not   be  ad- 
mitted afterwards  into  England,    Some  gentlemen  ieemed  tc 
-  *  apprehend 
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spprehend  that  the  Britlfli  merchants  would  he  injured,  if 
the  Iriih  were  left  at  liberty  not  only  to  fupply  the  Engli/h^ 
but  alfo  foreign  markets  with  Weft-India  produce :  but  he  did. 
not  fee  fo  much  danger  in  the  cafe  as  they  did ;  for  in  the  firft. 
place,  it  was  from  a  number  of  circumftances  highly  impro- 
bable that  the  Irifh  would  fupply  the  Englilh  market  to  any 
great  degree  with  Weft-India  goods:  probably  the  principal 
confequence  of  this  liberty  might  be,  that  the  Irifli  merchant 
\^ould  be  encouraged  to  fpeculate  a  little  more  than  he  does  at 
prefent,  and  bring  home  a  greater  quantity  of  Weft-Iiidia    * 
produce  than  might  be  neceffary  for  his  own  market,  in  hopes 
that  a  fcarcity  might  happen  in  England,  and  then  he  might 
fend  id  the  goods  he  had  thus  laid  in  upon  fpeculation.  '  This 
cerUinly  was  poffible,  but  it  was  barely  fo,  and  he  did  not 
conceive  that  it  could  happen  frequently.    It  might  occur 
oftener,  that  the  Irifh  merchant  would,  in  cafe  of  fcarcity  on 
the  Continent,  have  an  opportunity  of  fupplying  foreign 
countries,  wHich  ^would  otherwife  be  fupplied  from  England, 
But  though,  whatever  might  be  thus  gained   by  the  Irilh, 
would  be  taken  from  the  Britiflx  merchants,  yet  he  hoped  the 
lofs  would  be  rated  very  low,  when  it  was  recolleaed  that 
this  facrifice  would  procure  lafting  friendftiip  and  harniony 
with  Ireland ;  it  would  knit  together  the  two  great  limbs,  the 
remaining  great  members  of  the  Britifh  empire,  and  bind 
them  faft  in  bonds  of  eternal  amity.     To  Ireland  he  did  not 
wiftito  make  this  boon  trifling  and  infignificant ;  he  did  not 
indeed  think  it  was  fuch  as  would  do  this  country  effential  m- 
jury  •  but  it  would  neverthelefs  procure  to  Ireland  lubftantial 
■good ;  and  therefore  he  trufted  it  would  be  given  cheerfully 
f  y  the  one  as  the  beft  proof  of^afiiaion  and  fnendihip,  and 
be  received  by  the  other  as  a  mark  of  that  regard  and  commu- 
nity of  interefts  which  ought  to  fubfift  between  two  countries, 
connefted  as  England  and  Ireland  are  by  the  deareftties.  This 
regulation  however  did  not  flop  here ;  he  intended  to  propofa 
farther,  that  all  ftiips  coming  from  Ireland  to  England  with 
Weft-India  produce  (hould  alfo  be  furniflied  with  cockets, 
and  cive  bonds  in  the  fame  manner  as  coafting  ihips  m  Eng-  ^ 

land  were  bound  to  do.  If  Ireland  ftiould  thus  enjoy  the  be- 
nefit  of  the  colony  trade,  it  was  but  fit  the  colonies  {hould.de- 
rive  fome  benefit  in  return ;  and  therefore  he  would  propofe 
an  ariicndment  in  the  fccond  of  the  Irifti  rcfolutions  wh.ch 
allov^s  a  drawback  on  exportation  of  all  the  duties  laid  on  im- 
portation into  either  country  ;  and  the  amendment  was  an 
exception  from  this  allowance  of  drawback  of  all  fpints  not 
the  prodHce  of  the  Britiih  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
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Ti»re  was,  ^fides,  he  obfefved,  anothdr  Wincb  of  fh* 
t&gn  txjranaetie  whrch  deixifandled  regulation,  and  wincb,  in 
^Yne  decree,  might  be  confidered  at  allied  to  that  which  bA 
Wa$  fpe^ing  of,  and  that  was  the  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies^. 
(hit  trade,  he  obferved,  being  by  charter  exclafively  the  pro- 
perty bf  the  Eaft-India  Company,'  there  Was  no  poffibility  of 
giving  a  (hare  of  i^  particularly  and  nominally  to  the  Irifh ; 

?\h  that  fiibjedl,  however,  he  was  not  very  uneafy,  as  be  wai 
ully  fatisfied  in  his  own  mind  that  to  iuffer  the  Eaft-India 
^rade  to  remain  in  its  prefent  channel,  was  by  no  meaiM  a  des 
iarture  ffojn  the  fyftem  that  was  now  under  difcufion,  i 
fyflem  of  an  equal  and  reciprckrdl  participation  of  comnier- 
cial  benefits  with  Ireland.     As  long  as  the  Legiflature  cyf  this 

Jiountry  thouglit  it  advife^ble  to  fuffer  that  trade  to  beexclo- 
ively  engrofled  by  the  Company,  Ireland  had  no  better  right 
to  complain  of  the  exclufion,  than  one  of  our  own  out-f>orts, 
or  even  an  individual  merchant.  Still,  thotigh  he  did  not  fee 
either  the  pradlicability  or  the  expediency  of  con6edtiig  to 
Ireland  a  part  of  our  E^-India  trade,  he  thought  it  Was  fit 
that  certain  regulations  affedling  that  country  mb'uld  be  tt* 
iaxed,  in  order  to  open  a  door  for  Ireland  to  proportional  ad-^ 
Vantages,  from  which,  by  thefe  regulations,  Ihe  has  been ex^ 
eluded. .  Thus  he  would  have  the  Eaft-India  Conipaxly  im* 
powered  to  take  in  fuch  part  of  their  outward-bound  cargo 
us  they  might  find  convenient  in  the  ports  of  Ireland,  and 
aUb  to  iinport  dire£tly  from  the  Eaft  Indies  fuch  part  of  the 
jiroduce  of  that  country  as  they  might  think  proper. 

He  then  recapitulated  what  he  had  already  laid  befbn  the 
Houfe,  enumerating  the  feveral  objeflions  which  had  been 
taken  to  that  part  of  his  plan  that  related  to  the  colony  tradey 
together  with  the  feveral  refolutions  he  meant  to  propofe,  in 
f>rder  to  overturn  fuch  objections ;  and  then  calling  the  recol- 
legion  of  the  Houfe  to  the  period  when  the  principal  part  of 
the  oommercial  conceffions  were  made  to  Ireland^  he  defired 
them  to  recoiled  the  ferious  alarm  which  the  deman48  of  that 
kingdom  at  that  time  gave  rife  to^  and  to  confider  whether 
thofe  alarms  had  not  been  found  futile  ;uid  groundlefs,  though 
at  firft  taken  up  as  loudly,  and  extending  as  widely  as  the 

frefcpt.  Whether  having  experienced  how  benencid  our 
ounty  had  already  been  to  that  country,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  had  been  of  no  prejudice  to  this^  th^y  ought  to  flop 
^ort  now,  at  a  time  When  fo  very  little  more  would  aopom- 
pliih  the  whole^  and  when  that  little  was  neceflary  to  gi\^ 
kBk&  atid  operation  to  what  bad  been  done  already^  ihould 
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die  Hooii^  'zkkt  Inrring  giteA  up  tha  ^owef  to  comroul  and 
h^pixte  fer  Ireldnd^  alfo  relimpiifli  the  defir^  to  oblige  2nd       * 
{tatify  her.   But  he  expe£led,  that  if  any  oppofition  were 
iff  be  made  ta  this  iileafore^  it  might  not  come  from  a  quar- 
t9r  irhich  had  mlfeady  given  fo  iHuch,  as  to  render  the  re- 
tflniinder  not  worth  witMiolding^  or  if  it  werei  not  poffible  t^ 
he  withheld.     Above  all^  he  hopad^  that  they  would  not  op* 
pofe  him  on  fndi  groonds,  t&  they  muft  expofe  their  ow^ 
fermer  arrangements  to  a  great  degree  pf  cenfure,  and  in- 
Vohre^  in  their  difapprobation  of  the  prefent  meafurei  a  con- 
datinati^ii  of  thofe  which  thefy  themfelves  had  already  been 
the  authofs  ^fL     What  ht  meant  to  allude  to>  was  the  objec- 
tion, that  as  a  confiderable  part  of  his  plan  was  neceflary  to 
AspenA  on  an  adjfzftnient  of  duties,  drawbacks,  and  bounties, 
that  adjuftflicnt  was  liable  to  fo  many  err^rs^  as  to  render  it 
ettrethely  tincertlin  and  dangerous  to  place  any  dependence 
eft  the  acciinicy  with  «i  hich  it  could  be  done.     In  the  firft 
fhtee,  he  flattered  himfolf  there  Was  no  perlbn  would  take 
tpbn  himielf  to  fay  that  fuch  ad  adjuftment  was  abfolutely 
IfbpniAidabte^  n«r^  for  bis  oi^n  part,  did  he  think  it  even  in 
iatf  gitfftt  degiee  difficult ;  but  whether  it  was  difficult,  or 
Wmtber  k  was  inipn&itable^  it  was  a  part  of  the  fyftem  on 
Whidi  th^  liolte  Lord  in  the  blue  libband  had  founded  his 
fenher  afrangemtof  of  that  portion  of  the  colony  trade 
Wbieh  in  his  adminiftration  had  been  given  to  Ireland*    That 
^dncieiffion  hid  be^li  made  upon  the  fam^  principle  as  the  pre- 
ftnt,  that'  of  equalisation  between  the  two  countries;  nor 
couM  he'  fee  any  reafon  why  fuch  ati  equalization  could  bo 
jMs  carried  Into  efleA  u|>on  the  prefent  than  on  the  former 
•^(hifion* 

Suefay  h«  faid^  tveie  the  outlines  of  the  firft  paft  of  hit 
fyilBfn^  7  and  whii^h^  accompanied  by  the  neceflaty  fafeguards 
Md  nt^utetioni,  he  wilhed  the  Houfe  to  adopt.  We  ha4 
hithert«i  Mutld,  he  obferved,  the  friend  we  ought  to  cherifli ; 
W^  hid  limited  is  an  alien,  inftead  of  careffing  as  a  piirtner : 
but,  by  A  fyftem  thus  comprehenftve^  unambiguous  ahd  com* 
plettf  W0  mduld  remove  the  etkSt  of  former  prejudices,  and 
•ntitlt  ^urfelV^s  not  only  to  the  zealous  cohtributions  of  a 
generous  (ifter,  but,  what  was  much  more,  her  gratitude* 

That  goods  how  prohibited,  or  fubjeAed  to  duties  amount- 
ing tb  a  prohlbltiofi,  fhould  be  admitted  hereafter  into  eaih 
kiHgdbttH  Uklddr  a  duty  merely  filfficient  to  countervail  the 
iiiterhtl  6xclf<l>  formed  the  outline  of  the  fecbnd  part  of  thf 
fy^tfi.     Ai  Mier  bounties  which  mig^t  defeat  itt  end  were 
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by  a  particular  mention  excluded,  thrs  moft  be  looked  on  as 
a  conciliatory  fyftem,  which  would  tend  to  di^fe,  and  there- 
by to  increafe  the  wealth  of  both  nations.  To  one  effe^  only 
of  this  regulation,  an  exception  had  been  nnde ;  and  an 
alarm  had  been  fpread  in  the  northern  part  of  this  kingdom, 
as  if  the  removal  of  the  prohibition  which  now  exifted  with 
xefpeft  to  corn  and  grain  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the 
agriculture  of  Scotland  :  this  dread,  however,  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  remove,  by  excepting  com,  meal,  &c.  from  the 
efie£t8  of  this  regulation.  Beer,  alfo,  exported  to  Ireland 
•  being  already  fubjedl  to  a  high  duty,  to  countervail  the  in- 
ternal impofition  on  that  article  in  Ireland  would  form  ano- 
ther exception. 

He  then  went  through  the  different  proportions  as  they 
had  been  fubmitt^d  to  the  Iriih  Parliament,  making  com* 
raents  and  alterations  as  he  proceeded;  after  which  he  re- 
marked, that  of  the  numerous  petitions  which  had  been  pre* 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  the  obje<%ions  of  the  greater  part  were 
perfeiSlly  wide  of  what  might  be  expe&ed  from -any  who  bad 
given  a  proper  attention  to  the  fubje£l.  They  had  fpoken  oi 
liberties  now  given,  and  of  privile|;es  unknown  before ;  they 
dwelt  on  the  rival(hip  that  mun  take  place  between  this 
country  and  Ireland  in  every  foreign  market ;  but  they  feem- 
ed  not  to  know  that  thefe  liberties,  and  this  rivalfliipy  fub- 
(ifted  by  the  laws  already  in  exiftence.  Every  inconveaience 
that  had  been  -ftated  flowed  from  the  fyftem  that  was  now 
eftablifhed,  but  went  not  to  criminate  that  which  was  now 
about  to  be  formed.  He  had  been,-  alfo,  arraigned  of  arror 
gance  and  felf-fufficiency  in  the  profecution  of  tbis^bufinefs; 
but  it  was  not  in  words  fuch  as  thefe  to  deter  him  from^the 
profecution  of  his  duty,  to  drive  him  to  little,  temporizbg 
expedients,  fuch  as  the  facrifice  of  a  poft-office  or  a  court  of 
admiralty.  •  {ie  was  not,  he  (aid,  one  of  thofe  who  thought 
that  if  a  feffion  were  pafled  without  any  thing  material  being 
done,  it  was  a  circumftance  of  pleafure  and  felf-congratuh- 
tion.  It  w^s  bis  wifti  to  place  the  arrangements  between^  the 
two  kingdoms  on  a  bafis  the  moft  firm,  and  in  the  purfuit  of 
>  an  end  fo  defirable,  he  would  not  be  deterred  by  clatnour  or 
mi  freprefentation. 

'  The^ right  honourable  gentleman  tlien  went  into  that  part 
of  the  queftion  which  related  to  the  ap'prehenfions  of  certain 
perfons,  of  being  underfoid,  by  the  import  of  the  manu£u:- 
tures  of  Ireland,  in  our  own  markets*;  aiid  here  he  went  into 
a  very  wide  field  of  argument  oni  the  0ktcnt  topi^  which 
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had  been  introduced  to  fupport  that  opinion.  He-  conrixited 
thedo^ine,  that  Ireland  from  the  cheapnefs  of  lafak>ur  miift 
neceflarily  be  able 'to  underfel  the  Engliih  tnanufaAurer* 
Was  it^  lie  alked,  becaufe  that  the  rudell  fpecies  of  labour 
was  fomewhat  more  cheap  in  Ireland  than  in  England,  that 
the  former  therefore  had  the  advantage  of  the  latter  }  No  1 
He  faid  it  did*  not  depend  on  that  fort  of  work  which  was  rer. 
quired  for  the  inoft  rough  and  rude  occupations  of  agricui- 
ture,  whether  a  nation  was  to  flouriih  in  manufacture  or 
not ;  it  was  a  habit  of  induftry  and  ingenuity  which  were  to 
tfk&.  it.  He  drew  a  diftin^tion  between  the  meaning  of  the 
words  wages  and  labour,  obierving,  that  a  man's  wages  might  • 
be  extremely  low,  and  yet  the  price  of  his  labour  very  dear, 
provided  that  he  did  but  a  finall  quantity  of  work.  He  in^ 
ftanoed  in'  the  example  of  a^  Engliihman  and  an  Iriftiman> 
that  perhaps  the  latter,  though  receiving  but  five  fhillingt  , 
per  week,-  might  reaUy  be  a  dearer  workrtian  to  }usempk>yer 
than  the  former  at  eight  fhillings,  provided  the  one  worked 
harder,  and  the  other  was  idle.  He  faid  alfo,  that  faefidet 
the  different  degrees  of  the  induftry  of  the  two  nations,  ha 
wa»  well  informed,  and  fufficiently  convinced,  that  the  rate 
of  wages,  as  .well  as  of  labour,  was  greater  in  Ireland  than 
in  England,  in  any  branch  of  manufacture  which  .required 
execution  and  ingenuity,-  inftancing  a  gentleman,  whom  lie 
defcribed  to  be^he  firft  and  the  principal  perfon  in  the  cottos 
bufmefs  in  Ireland,  [Major  Brooke]  who  was  feveral  times 
in  danger  of  loGng  his  life,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  allow  his 
workmen  a  greater  price  than  they  had.  at  Manchefter.  He 
could  not  help  obferving,  that  the  fears  and  apprehenfions  of 
the  manufadurers  were  extremely  far  fetched  andill  found- 
-ed ;  nor  did  it  appear  to  hiin  that  there  were  fuch  grounds 
for  them  as  ought  to  weigh  with  any  reafonable  man.  They 
had  declared  themfelves  to  be  under  great  anxiety  and  uneafr- 
nefs^  left  the  Irifh,  in  cdnfequence  of  this  arrangement, 
ftiould  be  able  to  draw  over  ail  tlieir  workmen,  all  their 
-trade,  and  all  their  .capitals,  and  be  able  to  underfel  them 
in  their  own.markets  by  at  leaft  13I.  per  cent.^  Now  hede* 
fired  the  Committee  to  attend  to  that  fingle  fubje<^«  Tbs 
Irifb  cotton  trade  was  to  be  imported  into  England,  accord- 
ing to  this  plan,  at  iqI.  and  a  half  per  cent*  duty,  and  yet, 
it. was  faid,  they  were  to  underfel  the  Englifh  manufafhicer  ^ 
131.  per  cent.  Tliefe  two  fums  amounted  to  23!.  and  a  half 
iper  cent,  .BefidesthtSy.  England  had  Hitherto  imported. inio 
Ireland  at^a  duty  of,  xoU  spid  a  half  pe]:..cent».   This,  tbeie- 
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&»»  «ided  to  tbe  other  two  foois,  vdhU  amoHtet  to^  34L 
per  oent. ;  at  which  difadvaotage,  therefore^  if  the  nuomtac- 
tnsers  wlH>ha4  fbtcd  this  degree  of  danger  to  the  HoufeAe- 
ftcv^  any  degree  of  oiedit,  they  had  been  hitherto  dealing 
in  Ireland^  and  alnsoft  excli^velj  «igrofled  that  marker,  and 
increafed  aid  floariihed  to  an  extent  hardly  to  be  eqnaUed  by 
any  other  branch  of  trade  known ;  a  thing  per&£kly  beirond 
tfe  reach  of  belief*  and  even  unworthy  of  a  fingk  mump 
.    tbooght.    In  another  branch  of  manufadlarey  he  feid,  tliete 
.  was  tbe  fame  fort  of  exaggerated  danger  lepiefented  to  tbe 
Houfe  by  a  perfon  who  }ud  given 'a  very  k>ng  and  copkma 
•  teftiiQDny  at  the  bar,  and  that  in  the  nsoft  colIe£fed  and  dfr^ 
liberate  manner  that:it  was  poffible  for  any  man  to  do  ;  (beni 
Kb  alluded  to  Mr«  Wedgwood,  tbe.earthen-ware  manufiMSkuiv 
xts^  who  gpive  his  teftimony  in  writing  to  the  derk^  in  cxder 
to  jcad  it  to  die  Houfe)  and  yet  from,  this  gentleman  the 
Houfe  cocdd  kam  nothing  more  than  that  of  his  harai^ 
ariflied  to  engrofs  every  market  to  which  he  had  ever  tbofi^;ht 
0f  fendiiq;  hi^  waies;  and,  by  the  by,  he  did  not  well  know 
1m)W  to  fand  them  to  Ireland  for  fear  of  damage,  by  tweaking 
and  other  lofles,  yet  he  was  now  determined,  at  all  tiai»Jids 
and  at  all  ridis  of  credibility  and  confifiency,  to  ma  into 
•very  extreme  that  tbe  ptefent  prevalent  agitation  of  nieaSs 
snlnos  could  prompt  them  to,  in  order  to  find  nodiiag  in 
abofe  propoiitions  but  certain  deftrudion  to  him  and  IttS  wat' 
£i£ture  if  they  ihould  pafs  into  a  law*     He  moft  earoeffily  iar 
tteat^  the  Houile  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  ilcarmdaffiray 
with  the  idea  that  a  poor  country,  merely  becaufe  ihe  en- 
joyed feme  <ociparative  eaemption  from  taxes,  waa  theco* 
-tee  able  to  cope  with  a  rich  and  powerful  country  ;  the  fafl^ 
^  way  icady  to  coneend,  was  by  no  means  fo :  00  Am  ^< 
f  vary,  the  ftaallcft  bordai  on  a  poor  country  was  to  be 
•^dered  when  compared  with  tfaofe  of  a  rich  one,,  by  no  mcaai 
Jd  a  propattion  to  their  feveral  abilicies  ;  Cbr  if  one  coiintry 
MBeedsl  anotber  ia  wealth,  population,  and  dbbUfted.  oom- 
rflwrev  i>^  >  proportion  of  two  to  one,  he  was  nearly  coo- 
-tliKsed  that  that  coizntry  would  be  able  to  bear  near  ten  times 
-ihe  bttidms  that  the  other  wooidbe  eqna)  «o»    This  aqgu- 
•aDCQC  he  oppHed  to  Great  Britain  and  Ziekind,  and  ifisftpacad 
k  with  an  eaampk  from  England  and  Scotland.     TJpeie 
^was  no  sentkman,.  he  believed,  wnuld  centendt  that  the 
*^es   which  Scotland  paid,  when  compared  with  thopie  of 
^btghaid,  bore  any  proportion  to  th^  nrateal  and  celaciae 
-9ikfiwm  tf  wealth  wd  power  ;  and  yet  tie  bdiayt,  that 
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although  ev€gj:mxfi  muft  admit,  that  the  cOhnedidn  betttrteetr 
them  had  been  prodii&ive  of  great  and  manifeft  advantage 
to  both,  yet  there  were  few  would  hefitate  to  fay,  that  one 
country  has  been  moie  benefited  by  it  than  the  other,  and 
that  the  event  of  that  confolidation  of  intereft  which  took 
place  between  the  two  Britiih  kingdoms,  had  been  fuch  as 
ought  not  to  make  England  averfe  from  a  repetition  of  the. 
experiment. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  now  proceeded  to  open 
that  part  of  the  plan  which  was  entirely  and  cxclufively  fa- 
vourable to  this  country,  and  which  was  to  be  the  gratuity 
given  by  Ireland  for  whatever  benefit  ihe  was  to  derive  from 
the  arrangement ;  and  the  compenfation  to  England  for  any 
advantage  £he  might  give  up.     It  happened,  he  faid,  that  as 
this  compenfation  bore  an  exa£t  proportion  to  the  advan- 
tages to  be  gained  by  Ireland,  fo  was  it  of  neceflary  confe- 
![uence  e\a<31y  to  commenfurate  to  the  tSe&  of  the  concef- 
10ns  made  by  England,  while  at  the  fame  time  that  it  thus 
balanced  the  favour  conferred   and   received,  it  over  and 
above  lecured  an  additional  advantage  to  each  party,  by  con- 
fiderably  promoting  the  coUe&ive  ftrength,  profperity,  and 
fplendor  of  the  empire  at  large.    This  compenfation  was  the 
furplus  of  the  hereditary  revenue  of  Ireland,  after  dedudling 
^5490cx>L  for  the  fupport  of  her  own  eftabliihments,  to  be 
applied  to  the  naval  defence  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
each  kingdom.     In  order  to  fliew  the  Houfe  how  certainly 
this  compenfation  would  bear  a  proportion  to  the  benefit 
which  Ireland  was  to  reap  from  the  new  arrangements,  he 
would  ftate  what  the  hereditary  revenue  was.     It  confiftcd 
of  certain  duties  by  cuftom  on  almoft  every  fpecies  of  goods 
imported;  anexcife  upon  fome  articles  of  the  moft  general 
confumption;  and  a  houfe  tax  levied  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  hearths  in  each.    The  Committee  would  fee  from 
hence,   that  this  hereditary  revenue  would  neccflarily  iu- 
creafe  as  foon  as  the  new  arrangement  began  to  have  eff*e£t ; 
and  in  exaA  proportion  to  that  efied,  every  article  of  which 
it  was  compoied  being  fo  dofely  conne&ed  with  commerce^ 
wealth,  and  population.    It  was  his  idea,  that  the  fupply, 
whatever  it  might  be,  fliould  be  taken  in  provifions  and 
ftores,  a  mode  which  would  be  produ£tive  of  equal  benefit  to 
both  nations. 

He  bad,  he  faid,  on  a  future  day,  fome  remarks  to  make  as 
to  the  regulaition  of  patents,  and  the  fecuring  of  copy  right 
to  their  refpeftive  pclfleflbrs.     At  prefeat,  however,  he  con-  . 
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fea^  ^  Which  be  h^  been  }ix\»fwM^^  M%^  mftll^ 
fe  •oofDplioMied  and  extended*  He  cendhimd  WMi  mMViig 
the  general  iWoiuticms. 

Having  proceeded  t<o  tMs  point,  Mr.  Pitt  ^^MfeSA  ^Aw 
Hoiife  in  a  moft  eameft  manner,  inttvaring  themto^etti6^ 
dtr  and  refleft  how 'momerftotfs  t^  objeft  %^(*re  4i«in  *«vas; 
that  it  tended  to  conciliate  a  dlfierence  between  thftswftiS^oiir 
flftcfr  kingdom,  which  though  nolv  confined  to  fikiret  tb- 
p^nings,  to  difguft^,  to  jealoiffibs,  and  a  Mir  ef  iMtttrelte 
a!nd  of  paiiions,  might  peilmps  in  tiflfte,  proceed  Co  a  Ymng&k 
ifi»hich  he  fliuddered  to  think  of,  and  could  *ot  ijcnflttifc  to 
ctipfefs:  that  it  tended  toeitrich one  ^tK^i'^tfftttfiwtmk^ 
6»t  impoverifliing  the  other,  while  It  gave  .^efigifti  A»%o!3i; 
•that,  hice  mercy,  the  fevourite  ^tribute  of  kea^ven^*^ 


.*'  It  was  twice  bicft, 


*'  It  blelTed  him  that  gives,  jind  him  that  took." 

That  after  the  fevere  ccilamilties  ^tnider  which  Aii  cemitty 
had  fo  long  laboured,  that  afcer  the  heavy  Job  vriiichAB 
bad  fuftained,  from  the  recent  diviitoD  of  her  damimom, 
there  ought  to  be  no  obje<St  inj&re  impreffive  on  the  iediags 
of  the  Hoitfe,  than  to  endeavour  to  rprdferve  fran  finrtfaer 
difmembermeot  and  dimintttion,  to  %inite  and  >to  cxxunsSt 
what  yet  remained  of  our  reduced  -and  ihaUered  lempifle,  t£ 
which  Great  Britain  and  heland  'were  now  tlie  otifar  f^cttfi- 
derabie  members,  in  the  mutual  bond  of  i>fie£i;ifM^  olrtmitinL 
kindnefs,  and  of  reciprocity  of  -intereftB.  He  aallod  iipoa 
thoCe  gentlemen  who  had  enjoyed  a  iftiare  at  diflhueut 
periods  in  the  gavernmeot  of  Ireland,  to  daslane,  (whe- 
ther the  time  was  not  now  paft  when  temporary  mpadt- 
ents,  when  lenitives,  calculated  merely  for  ihe  (pinrpafeiBf 
deadening  the  immediate  lienfe  of  pain,  without  eptea  'ap- 
proaching the  feat  of  the  diflempex,  could  be  adsdnsAered 
with  fafety  ^  Whether  they  couid-filence^he  dem»tds^wiuch 
the  Iriih  with  a  loud  united  voice  -were  nt  this  smcmieat 
making,  on  the  juftice,  the  wifdom^  and  the  himmiity.'of 
the  nation  i 

Mn  Pitt  made  an  apology  for  haiviog  fo  laiQg  trooUed^tske 
Houfei  upon  a  fubje&  cm  ! which  they  hadmow.been  alseady 
for  fuch  a  length  of  time  engaged ;  declaring,  that-amoag  att 
tile  pbje£^8  of  his  political  life,  this  was,  in  hist>pini0n,^}ie 
moft  important  he  had  ever  enigaged  in;  nor  did  the  ioB^ne 
be  ihould  ever  oaeet  another  that  ^maisl  oaU  fiocth  all  his 
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j^aHit  ibtUiigH  and  r^ufe  evccy>  exertioo  of  Us  Wtt^  in  fo 
korciUtf  a  ttanner  as  the  prefeat  had  4one.  A  ^ueftioo^  ui 
which  he  vejiily  believed  was  involved  every  pfoQsed  that 
ftiU  reoiained  to  this  country  of  again  lifting  up  her  head 
tQ  thut  h^ghth  and  eminence  which  fhe  once  poflefled 
amongfi  aatiom;  and  of  giving  to  her  commerce^  her  pub^ 
lie  cndity  andlier  refources,  that  fpring  and  vivacity,  which 
flte  (At  Al  the  cooclnfion  of  the  war  hnore  laft,  which  were 
now  fo  obvioufly  retiiming,  and  which,  be  trufted,  flkf 
would  nevef  be  iound  to  want,  as  long,  as  liberabty,  puUic 
fpirity  and  difinterefiednefs,  held  their  place  tn  that  Houftb 
He  concluded  with  moving  the  firft  propofition. 

hwi  N0rA  rofe  as  foon  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excho-  LordNoiOi. 
^uer  fat  down,  and  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
bad  introduced  fo  many  new  re{'olutions,  and  fo  materially 
changed  the  face  of  the  propofitions,  that  he  would  fubmit  it 
to  the  candour  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whether 
it  would  not  be  proper  to  adjourn  the  debate,  and  caufe  the 
new  refolotions  to  he  printed  tor  the  ufe  of  the  members,  in 
order  that  gentlemen  might  have  an  opportunity  of  reading 
them  with  attention,  of  confidering  their  import,  and  making 
thunfelves  mafters  of  their  tendency,  before  they  were  called 
upon  to  decide. upon  queftions  of  fuch  infinite  importance  to 
the  two  countries,  and  about  which  they  could  as  yet  be  fo 
little  informed,  in  confequence  of  the  very  great  alterations 
juft  introduced  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  There 
would  be  fomething,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  fo  extremely  inde^ 
cent  in  preffing  the  Houfe  of  a  fudden,  to  a  decifion  of  the 
leading  queftion,  that  would  pledge  them  to  vote  for  all  the 
reft  of  the  propofitions,  before  they  were  apprifed  of  the  true 
meaning  of  almoii:  any  one  of  them,  that  he  could  not  for  a 
moment  fuppofe  (the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  any  idea 
of  urging  the  Committee  to  a  vote  upon  the  queftion  befoie 
thej  parted,  eipecialiy  confidering  the  very  late  hour  of  the 
night  at  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  himfelf 
made  the  motion*  For  his  part,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  he  was 
utterly  incapable  of  deciding  upon  the  new  refolutions  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  read  in  the  courfe  of  his 
Ipoech,  or  of  entering  into  a  difcuffion  of  their  merits;  he 
wae  not  fufficiently  informed  of  their  particular  turn  and 
tendency,  to.  attempt  either ;  all  he  could  do,  was,  to  fay, 
that  on  the  firft  blufti  of  them,  they  appeared  to  him  to  be 
amendments  for  the  better,  inaimuch  as  they  materially  con- 
trada£bed  and  correifted  the  fpirit  and  principle  of  the  Irifli 
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propoiitions,  which,  as  they  had  been  origioally  inttodooed, 
appeared  to  him  to  be  in  the  higheft  degroe  objeftkmable, 
impolitic,  andunwtfe;  and  which,  .thoughts  far  asho^had 
been  able  to  difcover,  from  having  heard  the  refolutions  itaA 
once,  (and  he  had  liftened  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
with  the  utmoft  attention)  were  yet  far  from  being  entirely 
cured  of  aflfbrding  ftrong  grounds  for  objedion,  greatly 
amended  as  he  was  ready  to  confefs  they  ^ere^  by  the  new  re- 
folutions* For  thefe  reafons,  his  LordAiip  faid,  he  (houM 
not  attempt  to  argue  the  grand  fubjefl  that  day;  but  fliould 
merely  confine  what  he  had  to  fay,  to  take  notice  of  a  few  of 
the  many  things  of  a  perfonal  nature,  which  the  right  ho^ 
nourable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  fay  of  him,  and  of 
thoie  who  fat  near  him*  The  right  honourable  gentleman, 
he  obfcrved,  rarely  rofe  without  attacking  him,  and  tieatiog 
him  with  a  degree  of  marked  contempt ;  to  both  of  whidi  be 
was  moft  heartily  welcome;  but  he  would  juft  remind  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  that  it  fomewhat  difcredited  his 
argument  upon  any  aueftion,  and  difcredited  the  queftion  it- 
felf,  for  the  mover  of  it  rather  to  content  himfelf  with  endea- 
vouring to  recommend  it  to  the  Houfe  by  ^nabuie  of  what 
'  ethers  had  done  on  the  fame  fubje£l,  than  to  reft  it  on  its  own 
merits.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  undoubtedly  felt  a 
>  pteafure  in  abufing  him,  and  therefore  it  ihewed  his  ingenuity 
to  fix  upon  fuch  fubje£ls  to  bring  forward,  as  would  ferve 
him  to  gratify  his  favourite  propenfity,  though  they  would 
not  afford  much  ground  for  found  reafoning  in  their  fupport, 
or  bear  any  great  degree  of  compliment,  jfiaving  made  thefe 
ironical  remarks  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  con- 
dudl,  Lord  North  proceeded  to  a  juftification  of  himfelf  from 
Mr.  Pitt's  attack,  and  by  a  reference  to  fafls  ihewed,  that 
what  he  had  granted,  to  Ireland,  when  he  had  the  honour  of 
being  firft  Lord  of  the  Trcafury,  had  not  been  what  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated,  nor  any  thing  like 
what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  now  propofed  to  grant, 
but  merely  aright  to  export  and  import  to  and  from  the  Weft 
Indies,  under  certain  circumftances  of  circumfcription,  fafe- 
ty,  and  fecurity  to  the  commercial  rights  of  this  country.  So 
far  was  he,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  from  having  been  at  any  time 
willing  to  go  the  length  of  facriticing  thecommercial  interefts 
of  Great  Britain  to  Ireland,  that  he  had  uniformly  oppofed 
fuch  an  idea,  on  every  occafion,  when  the  fubje«St  had  come 
under  confideration ;  and  imprefled  with  this  fentiment,  it 
waS|  that  he  had  that  day  come  down  to  the  Houfe  deter- 
.     .  mined 


A.  1785.  DEBATES.  ^^g 

mined  to  vote  s^ainft  the  propofittonsy  which  he  certainly 
ihould  have  done,  had  they  ftood  in  their  original  form.  His 
Iiordihip  next  entered  into  an  inveftigation  of  the  circnm*  ^ 
ibnce»  alluded  to  by  a  pamphleteer,  who  had,  he  faid,  been 
inftm^ed  to  abufe  him  *,  and  whofe  arguments  and  ftile  fo 
nearly  correfponded  with  thofe  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, that  a  ftranger  would  have  thought  the  pamphkteer, 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  were  one  and  the  fame 
perfon.  He  contended,  that  it  was  unfair  for  any  man  to 
con(ider  the  report  of  a  ipeech  in  Parliament  given  in  a  newf-. 
paper,  as  a  fufficient  authority  to  urge  it  againft  him,  as  a 
proof  of  his  argument  or  his  declarations*  It  fo  happened^ 
however,  that  the  fpeech  in  queftion,  given  as  it  was,  did  not 
fbmiih  ground  fufficient  to  make  out  the  pamphletecf^s  re^- 
foning,  or  to  prove  that  he  had  ever  been  an  advocate  for  21 
furrender  of  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  to  Ireland.  His 
Lordlhtp  read  fome  extrafls  from  the  fpeech,  as  cited  in  the 
pamphlet,  which  fully  corroborated  his  reafoning*  He  re- 
capitulated alfo  the  whole  of  the  tranfa£lions  on  the  fubjeflof 
the  ceffions  that  had  been  made  to  Ireland  while  he  was  ia 
office,  ihewing  that  they  had  originated  in  an  addrefs  of  the 
Iriih  Parliament  pleading  their  poverty  and  diftrefs;  that, 
when  the  ceffions  were  made,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  voted 
addrefles  of  thanks  expreffing  their  gratitude  for  what  had 
been  granted  them  in  the  warmeft  terms,  declaring  them* 
felves  perfeflly  fatisfied  with  it,  and  praifing  the  goodnefs  of 
His  Majefty,  and  the  wifdom  of  his  Councils,  for  having 
done  them  fo  eflential  a  fervice.  His  Ix>rdfhip  read  extradis 
from  all  thefe  various  documents  as  he  proceeded,  which  went 
to  confirm  the  whole  of  his  ftatement.  He  afterwards  en* 
tered  into  fome  arguments  relative  to  the  particular  effisd  that 
paffing  thepropofitions  would  have  upon  our  difierent  mami- 
fadures,  and  efpecially  on  the  manu&Aure  of  iron,  one  of 
the  mo((  important  we  had.  He  at  length  concluded  with 
paying  a  handfome  compliment  to  Ireland,  profeffing  great 
good-will  towards  that  country,  and  repeating  what  he  had 
faid  at  the  beginning  of  his  fpeech,  relative  to  an  immediate 
adjournment,  declaring  his  expectation,  that  from  motives  of 
candour  and  decency,  the  right  honottnd>le  gentleman  would 
Recede  to  fuch  a  ipotioo. 

*  A  Defence  pf  the  Irifh  Propofitions.  It  was  faid  to  be  written  by 
Mr.  Rofe,  aad  was  always  mentioned  by  the  name  of  the  Treafury 
Pamphlet. 

Mr» 
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Uu  Fwi      ^  Mr.  Fx)X  addrefled  himfclf  iQrfbe  ckmff  m  fiablUiiceaft  M« 

lows :  '  . 

Mr.  Gilberfi  though  1  now  rife  to  fubfnit  oiy  ici^itfwaCj; 

on  the  prefent  important  fubj«£V,  \et  1  beg  it  m^y  be  ufMler-* 
liooi  by  the  Committee,  that  I  /hail  cbearfuliy  gjve  way  to 
any  gent(eman  od  the  other  fide^  who  may  be  avtibpriied 
to  declare^  it  is  aot  ineant  to  pref»  us  to  a  vote  tlus  night.     I 
^o  not  conceive  it  poflihle  indeed^  thsK  atvj  obje&ioacaci  bo 
made  Co  tlie  motion  of  my  noble  friend.     The  vaft  Tariety  of 
matter  pdrTeflly  new,  a»  well  as  th&Duinerous  alterations  of 
that  which  we  had  previoufly  before  Us,  deraandtng  the  laoft 
mir  tit6  aid  accttrate  difcui&on,  furely  the  right  hofioiiTable 
jj^ntlcinan  will  n6t  force    the  Committee,   at  an  hour   U> 
iinfenl&ndhle,  to  come  to  a  decifion  upon  fo  difficult  and  (o 
p«^rpl^xed  a  fuhjeft.     I  have  paufedi  Sir,  to  give  an  oppor- 
fdnity  for  difc6vefihg,  if  fuch  be  the  intention  of  geotleoien : 
hilt   I  flow  find,  ff6in  their  continued  filencei  it  is  evident 
they  arp  determined,  at  all  events,  to   precipitate  the  Com* 
mittee  to  this  extraordinary  and   uoparallelled  decKion.     I 
muft,  therefore,  intreat  a  more  than  ufual  indulgence  from 
tbe  Cdtnmitfee,  if,  compelled  as  I  find  myfelf  to  enter  into 
ifhfs  tfriportant  dtfcuflion,  I  (hall,  even  at  fo  late  an  hour» 
intrude  for  a  coftGderahle  length  of  tim6  on  their  patience, 
llie  Cbmmittee  will  recoiled,  that  in  addition  to  the  eleven 
anginal  pt-opofittbns,  no  lefs  than  fixteen  new  ones  are  now 
fb^  the  firft  tirtic  fubmitted   to  Parliament :  fo  that  at  one 
d*clock  in  the  morning,  I  have  to  enter  into  the  difcuffion  of 
ilolefs  than  twehty-feven  of  the  moft  important  and  complex 
^ropbfitions  that  ever  were  the  fubjeft  of  parliamentary  de- 
bate.    Nor  IS  this  the  Whole  of  the  difficulty:  the  fixteen 
ftipphsmental  prbpoHtions  are  not  confined  to  verbal  explana- 
tions, or  td  hieie  literal  amendments  of  the  former  ;  on  the 
eofitrarv,  they  dire6lly  change  the  vrhole  tenor,  and  abfo- 
liitelv  fuhvert  th^main  principle  of  the  original  fyftem,  upon 
vi^hich  the  right  honourable  gentleman  declared  it  t6  be  his 
fixed  intention  to  proceed  ;  fo  that  in  truth  they  are  altoge- 
tlser  as  unexpected,  as  they  obvioufly  are   new  and  contra- 
didory.     Surely,  therefore,  under  circumfiances  fe  very  no- 
%el  and  embarraffing,  I  may  with  lefs  ^fumption  intreat  the 
C^Hnmitsee  to  forgive  that  unavoidable  intrnfion  on    their 
time,  which  muft  be  the  confequenGH  of  compelling  txs  lo 
come  to  a  vote  on  fo  inrerefiing  and  fo  complicated  a  fubjed, 
befcTe  t  is  fcarcely  pofiible  for  gentlemen  to  form  even  any 
iei  eral  ideas  oh  the  whole  of  the  fubje^,  as  it  is  now  mo- 
delied. 

But 


B«t 'firf^  wkh  ve^ft  t?o  riiw  estraordmary  fyflfem,  moll 
UTMlpuNt't^'tke  <1aifn  of  mc*kin  he'n^gttht;  atit^ior  of  k,  can- 
admit  of  no  queftion.  My  noble  frK-nd  has  waved- all  pojB*' 
He  preteniions  to  tt  ;  but  not,  I  am  fure,  more  chearfuHy 
than  \  comcor  •tviA  birti,  tn  declarii>g  it  to  be  the  folc  and  cri-' 
tke  poffiifim)  •of  th^  rt{!;1vt  honouralh!^  gentleman  v^ho  has  df« 
ficiaiUy  furo^iiodd^ift.  With  htm  let  the  whole  credit  of  it  ve-* 
fide^  fmAiljMrted  and  onenv4ed-^-^e  indeed  who  contends  ivifh 
bim  for  its  honours,  inu^  he  inftigc-ited  by  unjoftifiable 
niotivttt.  Fcr  (we]j  never  tdid  tfhere  appear  a  work  more 
oomplflftdy;  «iope  indiTifiNty  thefole  and  genuine  compofition 
of  ftt^aiachpr^  iA^nmi  the  pfelentfyfiem  evidently  demonflral^es. 
itfelf  t9  4»e(ett<fiufi¥e)y  the  work  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman. Wo  Aoc^ty  ^an  be  attedged  to  have  given  rife  to  it,- 
fer  it  dowis4rom  t!he  mere  will  of  the  propofer.  'No  urgent, 
notppafling«abaMty  'bofe  a  ihare  in  its-  introdudion.  It  is 
the  offspring  of  'peace  >and  domeftrc  trant]uiHity.  Surely, 
tbertfope,  it>woukl  hefalfe  and  injurious  to  afledge,  that  the 
p«opIe'<ff  Ireland  had  forced  the  Briti^  Miniiier  into  a  tam^ 
furKnderof  :tfhe  >nianuf(»Aiipes  and  commerce  of  our  country. 
ThefaA  is  difedUY^Hhefevcrre.  The  BrrtMli  Minifter  *ias 
proved  this  furreiider  from  'his  own  mere  motion,  his  owq 
(bond  M/Lili,  and 4ms  >own  unhtaffcd  judgement.  Unqueftton- 
ably,  therefore,  be,  and  he  only,  is  clearl-y  entitled  to  reap 
and  to^enjay  all  l^he  merits  and  all  the  honours  of  a  fyftem  fo 
completely  and  fo  perfedly  his  own< 

Pevbaps  Indeed,  from  fheexamples  which  the  right  honour* 
able  .gentleman  has  fo  frequ«iltly  afforded  us  of  a  wonderful 
perieveranoe  in 'the  defence  of  his  own  opinionsi  and  at  the' 
fame  tioie  ae»com|^e  an  ado})tfon  of  the  amendments  which 
we  'fuggeft,  tmfd  he  himfelf  difapproves,  we  ought  not  to  be 
very  mutfbafton^flMd  at  any  new  and  fudden  appearance  that 
his  preientifyflem  may  have  affumed  ;  'but  1  confefs,  however, 
it  was  with  coi^fwlerjableaftoniftiment  that  I  heard  the  right 
honooraUe  gdm toman  ftat^  his  new  pro|x>fit ions,  f'or  thefe. 
Sir,  ore  at  once,  'diieQly,  totally,  and  vitally  in  contradic-* 
tton-focthe  wobble  df  that  fyftem  on  which  hefet  out,  and  from 
which,  If  'we  had  ^Hufted  merely  to  his  own  folemn  declara- 
tions, 'we^miift  ^hdve  ^believed  it  impdffible  that  he  could  de- 
viate infhe  fmntt««ft>degt^se--^In  faying  this,  the  Committee 
miift'be'fenflfale  tbat  I  'fpeak  merely  from  the  impreflion 
which'tbe'ivfetutions  have  made  on  my  mind  as  they  were 
ouvibrily  .t«fld  over  and  explained  by  the  right  honourable 
geniteiDan*  'I^have  not  had  time,  and  the  Committee  arenot 
SQ  be  |ranBitt«d40'.have  timei  to-tead ^and  ifvetgh  thefe  propofi-' 

tions 
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tions  before  they  determine  upon  their  meriti-— Bot  fuch  is 
the  imprei&oQ,  which,  on  the  firft  blufl),  they  haYe  aiade  upon 
mj  mind. 

I  have  all  along  underftood,  that  the  bafis  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman*s  original  fyftem  was  reciprocity  io  cor- 
refpondent  duties,  and  reciprocity  in  the  prohibition  of  the 
export  of  raw  materials.  Now  thefe  principles,  in  my  mind, 
the  light  honourable  gentleman  has  completely  abandoned  in 
'  his  new  propofitions ;  for  particularly  in  the  article  of  beer» 
an  exception  is  made  to  the  reciprocity  in  correfpondent  du- 
ties, and,  in  the  fevench  refolution,  a  change  is  made  with 
refpedl  to  prohibitions.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
has,  therefore,  retradted  and  recanted  his  original  principles ; 
be  has  abandoned  the  ground  on  which  he  fet  oat,  and  on 
which  he  fo  frequently  pledged  himfelf  that  the  whole  of  his 
propofitions  ihould  ftand  or  fall.  He  has  abandoned  the  re* 
ciprocity  in  cortefpondent  duties  ;  he  has  abandoned  the  re- 
ciprocal prohibition  of  raw  materials.  In  thefe  inftances, 
which  if  they  ^refaid  to  be  trifling  in  themfelves,  are  not  tri- 
fles when  confldered  as  departures  from  principle,  he  has 
abandoned  his  ground ;  and  by  doing  this,  he  opens  a  new 
fyflem,  and  comes  forward  witn  a  fet  of  proportions,  fo  far 
forth  diametrically  oppofite  to,  and  fundamentally  difllerent 
from,  that  fyftem  which  he  himfelf  has  moft  repeatedly  af- 
fured  us  could  not  poffibly  admit  of  the  flighteft  dumge, 
and  was,  indeed,  to  be  wholly  inviolable. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  reprobates  the  charge 
which  has  been  imputed  to  him,  of  raihnefs  in  the  original 
propofitions.  Was  there  ever  a  charge  made  with  more  truth^ 
or  demonftrated  with  more  cleamefs  ?  Has  not  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleaian*s  conduA  on  this  day  given  the  moft  un- 
equivocal teftimony  to  the  original  ramnefs  of  his  fyftem  ? 
What  can  be  a  moredecifive  proof  of  original  raflmefs,  than 
fubfeqoent  retradion  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
brings  forward  a  fet  of  refolutions,  as  the  bails  of  a  fyftem  for 
the  intercourfe  between  the  two  countries:  he  pledges  die 
government  of  this  kingdom  for  the  literal  eftabUflimetit  of 
bis  fyftem  :  he  proudly  refifts  inquiry,  and  fcorns  delibera- 
tion ;  but,  when  circumftanccs  ari&  which  he  has  not  ability 
to  overcome,  and  time,  in  fpite  of  his  oppofition,  is  procured 
for  inquiry  and  difcuflion,  he  is  conftrained  to  acknourlodge 
the  errors  of  his  firft  opinions,  and  he  comes  forward  with  a 
fet  of  propofitions  diredily  the  reverfe  of 'the  former.  If  this 
does  not  exhibit  the  raihnefs  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man in  colours  more  warm  and  darkle  thaa  any  irith  which 

we 
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we  on  this  fide  the  Houfc  were  able  to  cliarafierifc  his  con* 
duft,  I  fubmit  to  the  Committee  and  the  Public.  The^afli- 
n^fs  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  is  proved  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  himfelF;  and  it  is  Angularly  ftriking— ^ 
that  b,y  the  whole  of  his  behaviour — the  ralhnefs  of  one  dav  is 
to  be  proved  by  the  raihnefs  of  another  He  now  brings  for- 
ward to  the  Committee  a  fet  of  propofitions  diredlly  contra- 
difl'ory  to  thofe  on  which  he  fki\  proceeded;  and  having 
thus  himfelf  dcmonftraredihe  raftinefs  of  his  own  conduft  in 
the  hrft  inftance,  he  becomes  enanoured  of  this  hoaftcd  vveak^ 
nefs,  and  )et  moft  liberally  detei.iiines  that  we  alfo  /hall  be 
admitted  to  a  full  participation  of  it,  by  a  rafli,  premature  . 
adoption  of  thcfc  his  latrft  notions  ;  which,  however,  ttiay  a« 
fuddeniy  and  at  confidently  be  abandoned  as  the  former.  So 
hoittle  is  he  to  deliberation,  fuch  ari  avowed  enemy  to  every 
thing  that  looks  like  inquiry  and  refleftion,  that  even  on  tU'ii 
day,  when  he  is  fuffeting  ^he  /hame  of  lalhnefs,  he  calls  upon 
us  to  be  rafh.  Though  his  propofitions  have  been  but  once 
curforily  read  over,  and  in  that  reading  embelliflied  and  fet 
off  with  all  the  luftre  of  hfs  eloquence, — though  they  are  per* 
fedlly  new, — and  although  he  has  not  lubmilted  them  to  the 
Committee  till  after  midnight,  he  demands  and  compells.  us 
to  come  to  a  vote  on  them.  The  decency  of  this  conduit  1 
will  not  infilt  upon  ;  but  thus  driven,  thus  forced  to- a  divU 
fion,  I  mull,  however  unwilling  to  give  a  hafty  negative^ 
vote  direfily  again n  his  propofitions,  as  conceiving  them  to  be 
at  the  bell  unnecefiary,  moft  probably  as  pernicious,  but  un- 
doubtedly fo  produ£live  of  an  entire  change  and  revolution  in 
our  commercial  fyftem,  as  to  involve  a  tram  of  confequences^ 
againft  which  the  wifeft  and  heft  chara£lers  of  thi$  country 
might  defpair  of  providing  any  adequate  fecurity. 

But,  Sir,  I  muft  congratulate  the  Committee — I  muft 
congratulate  my  country  on  the  happy  efcape  which  we  have 
made  from  the  fyAem  proppfed  by  iht  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman hut  two  months  fince.  That  fyftem,  the  ruin  of 
which  has  been  this  day  fo  ably  demonftrnted,  was  then  within 
four  and  twenty  hours  of  being  carried  through  this  Houfe,  ro 
which,  when  we  look  back  on  all  the  circumilances  of  the 
cafe,  we  muft  i^ideed  rejoice  in  our  fortunate  efcape  The 
firft  propofitions,  when  they  were  originally  opened  in  this 
(loufe,  were  pronounced  to  be  fo  pure  and  beneficial — fo 
fclearly  and  demonftrably  perfe61,  that  not  a  moment  wais  to 
pe  wafted  in  the  vain  difcuflion  of  their  merits.  The  right 
■onourahle  gentleman,  therefore,  inveighed  againft  the 
Irange  uncandid  oppofition  which  was  made  to  thofe  his  firft 
r  Vol*  XVill.  N  n  propofitions. 
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propofitions.     He  attributed  the  opinions  of  this  fide  of  the 
Houfe  to  mere  ia£lion  and  dilappointment  :  he  called  our  fo- 
lemn  appeals  to  the  legiflature  and  to  the  nation,  illiberal  ar- 
tifices to  excite  unnectffary  clamour:  he  gave  a  haughty  de- 
fiance to  the   manufaflurers  and  merchants,  to  exhibit  any 
reafonable  argument  agnmfl  a  lyftem    fo   replete  with  every 
beneficial  confequence  to  themlelves  ;  and  he  triiiniphed  in 
the  circumftance,  that  for  fome  days  not  a  fingle  petition  was 
brought  to  the  Houfe  from  any   part  of  the  country  againft 
thole   propofitions ;    afterwards,    indeed,  he    was    forced   to 
abate  from  this  triumph  ;  he  found  no  want  of  petitions,  nor 
of  argument ;  but  his  language  was  fti  11  lofty,  and  his  mind 
implacable.     His  fyflem  was  fofuperior  to  the  petulance  and 
fad\ion    of  thole  who  oppofed   it,  that   he  declared  his   re- 
folution  of  carrying  it  into  a  law,  even  to  the  letter  of  the 
fpecific  refolutions.      Convinced,    however,    as  we   always 
wete,  thai  thele  refolutions   were  fraught   with   injury   and 
Tuin  to  the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  this  country,   we 
warned — we  conj.ured  the  Houle  to  deliberate — to  call    for 
inforrination — to  examine  thofe,  who,  from  their  fnuations, 
tvere  the  moft  likely  to  have  intelligence.     We  called  for  the 
Commiflioners  of  cuftoros,  and  the  Commiflioners  of  excife, 
that   the  Houfe  might  learn  fronj  them,  wherlier  from  the 
operation  of  thefe  refolutions  the  revenues  of  the  country  wtre 
not  inftantly  exf)ofeu  to  infurmountable  dangers.     1  he  right 
honourable  gentleman  reprobated  the  proceeding.  He  afler;ed, 
that  we  called  for  thefe  Commiffio-  ers  merely  to  gain  lime  ; 
that  our  purpofe  was  infidious  delay,  in  orc^er  to  inflame  the 
Public,  and  Itir  up  fadious  clamours.     But  what  hash- en 
the   iffue  of  all  this?      Will   the   right   honourable  gentl«?- 
man  now  daie  to  attribute  our  condu£t   to  thofe  unworrVv 
motives?     The  Commiflioners,  whofe  opinions  on  thefu'.- 
jeft  he  confidcred  of  fo  little  avail,  have  declared  by  their  re-  J 
port,  that  material    and  alarming  injury  would  unavoidablr 
arifefrom  thefe  refolutions,  fraught,  as  they  conceive  them 
to  be,  with  innumernble  dangers.     But    ftill  more  flronelv^ 
has  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  on  this  dav,  oc- 
fcribed,  in  his  own  beautiful  language,  the  variety  ot  Tuinou>i 
confequences  that  muft  have  attended  his  original  fyftem.    Ih 
himft  If  has  enumerated  to  the  Committee  the  long  train  oS 
evils  we  ha  e  efcaped,  by  oppofing  his  propofitions — he  hic^-, 
felf  has  emphatically  defcribed  the  deilruflion  we  fliould  hava 
incurred   by    adopting   his  own  exploded   lyftem.      Let  th 
Committee  recoiled  the  detail  of  fatal  confequences  thus  a. 
thoritatively  admitted^ 
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FirJl,  it  has  been  now  admitted,  that  if  the  original  refo- 
lutions  had  palled,  we  fhould  have  loft  for  ever  the  monopoly 
of  the  Eaft-Indla  trade.  It  has  been  admitted,  that  we  could 
no  longer  have  renewed  the  exclufive  charter  of  the  Com- 
pany; but  the  fiibr  kingdom,  having  once  an  equal  power 
with  ourfelves  to  trade  to  Afia,  we  inuft  wholly  have  de- 
pended on  the  will  of  Ireland  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  by 
which  the  monopoly  could  alone  have  been  maintained. 
.  If  thcte  reiblutions  had  pnflt^l  into  a  law,  it  has  equally  been 
admitted,  we  muil  have  hazarded  all  the  revenue  arifingfrom' 
fpirituous  liquors  ;  nodiilin<Slion  having  been  made  between 
our  own  and  foreign  liquors,  nor  any  provifion  thought  of  to 
prevent  their  admifTion  into  this  country. 

U  thefe  refolutions  had  paflTed  into  a  law,  we  (hould  equally 
have  facrificed  the  whole  of  the  navigation  laws  of  this  coun- 
try, Thelc  laws,  the  great  fource  of  our  commercial  opu- 
lence, the  prime  origin  of  our  maritime  ftrength,  would  at 
once  have  been  delivered  up  in  truft  to  Ireland,  leaving  us  for  , 
ever  after  totally  dependent  on  her  policy,  and  on  her  bounty, 
for  the  future  guardianfliip  of  ourdeareft  interefts. 

If  thefe  refolutions  had  palled  into  a  law,  we  fhould  havQ. 
opened  the  door  to  a  raoie  extenfive  contraband  trade  than 
ever  yet  was  known  to  exifl  in  this  country  ,  fpr  not  a  fha- 
dow  of  proteftion  was  provided  againft  every  fpecies  of  fmug- 
glmg,  not  even  the  means  which  we  think  it  neceiTary  to  ufo 
in  our  own  traflBc  from  port  to  port-^-that  of  requiring 
bonds,  cockets,  and  other  inft(;uments,  on  goods  fent  coaft* 
wife. 

If  thefe  refolutions  had  been  carried  into  a  law,  we  fliould 
have  endangered  the  lofs  of  the  colonial  market  to  the  manu- 
fadlures  ot  Great  Britain;  for  no  care  was  taken  to  prevent 
Ireland  from  giving  bounties,  or  allowing  drawbacks,  pri 
goods  exported  to  the  colonies;  fo  that  it  was  left  in  their 
power  to  give  fo  decifive  an  advantage  to  their  own  ma- 
nufadtores,  as  muft  have  afcertained  to  them  the  market, 
or^  which  would  have  been  equally  ruinous,  have  forced  us 
to  enter  into  a  warfare  of  bounties,  to  the  extinflion  of  our 
revenues. 

If  thefe  refolutions  had  b(*en  carried  into  a  law,  as  ex- 
teniive  dangers  muit  have  equally  been  incurred  by  our  colo- 
nies ;  for  not  a  fingle  provifion  was  flipulated  for  laying 
permanent  high  duties  on  the  produce  of  foreign  colonies  im- 
ported into  Ireland;  fo  that,  at  any  future  time,  Ireland 
inighc  have  taken  ofF  the  annual  high  duties,  and  given  ad- 
niiflion  to  the  produce  of  foreign  colonies,  on  terms,  which 
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nofl  completelY  bave  ruined  our  Weft-India  iilands.  I  need 
not  date  to  the  Committee  a  fa£t  fo  univerfallv  known,  as 
that  the  produce  o£  our  colonies  is  dearer  riian  that  of  the  fo- 
reign iilands  But  we  have  neverthelefs  preferred  the  home 
ni^irket,  00  account  of  the  natural  intereft  which  we  have  in 
thf?m;  and  undoubtedly  we  muft  continue  to  do  fo.  Ireland 
has  tv>  Ciicb  obligation  :  on  the  contrary,  her  intereft  woulA 
as  forcibly  Wad  her  to  the  foi*<»ign -colonies.  If  thefe  refoki- 
tions,  thei)er{br(,  bad  pfied  into  a  law,  we  fhould  irretrieva- 
bly have  been  boutid  to  our  part  of  thebargain^  whereas  Ire* 
Iftfid  wotld  by  no  means  have  been  confined  to  hers.  If  thofe 
xef  lucions  had  paf&d  into  a  law,  by  the  monftrous  incon- 
gruity of  the  fiUh,  it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  Ireland 
-  tc^drSiW  a.oevenue  from  our  cotifumption.  They  had  only  to 
\at^  iSi  internal  duty  in  Ireland^  on  the  articles  of  oar  con- 
liimption,  equal  to  the  internal  duty  that  might  exift  on 
i^b  articles  in  thi9  country,  and  it  muft  have  followed, 
tjiat  they  o£  courie  would  have  drawn  the  revenue  from 
the  cou(\try  that  was  to  confame  the  goods.  This  afto* 
nifhing  ahfuniity  is  done  away  by  the  removal  of  the  lat* 
^r  part  of  the  fifth  refolution.  Thus  alfo,  if  thefe  refo- 
kitjQns  had  pafT  a  into  a  law,  the  leather  trade  muft  as  cer- 
tain) y  have  been  ruined;  for  though  we  were  bound  in 
all  future  time  to  fend  our  o;ik  hark  to  Ireland  duty  free,  Ir^ 
Ifind  was  not  liound  to  prohibit  the  exportation  01  raw  hides 
to  Great  Brit  in,  without  which  the  trnde  could  not  fubfift. 

1  hefe  are  fomp  few  of  the^vils,  which  confeflcdly  would 
have  taken  place,  if  the  original  refolutions,  vyhich  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  proposed  but  two  months  ago,  had  un- 
fortunately pafied  into  a  law.  All  thefe  menaces,"  thrfe  fatal 
conlequences  of  hia  own  rafti  fyflem,  the  right  honourable 
gfsntleman.ha^  on  this  day  him felf  acknowledged,  at  the  fame 
Qipment  that  he  introduces,  for  the  firft  time,  a  new  fct  of 
complicated  propofitions,  in  rt^medy  of  the  deted>ed  mifchtefs 
erf"  the  former-  In  doing  this,  he  has  at  once  completely 
changed  the  ground  on  which. he  firft  fet  out ;  for  having  ori- 
gin.il|y  declared,  that  the  very  fpiiit  and  foul  of  his  fyftem 
was  10  fq  laro  and  finally  determine  the  relative  (ituation  of 
the  two  countries,  he  then  maintained  that  this  falutary,  this 
grand,  primar)  obje£l,  could  only  be  accompliflied  by  a  com- 
plete and  p'iK^dt  reciprocity;  yet  that  eilential,  tnat  Tital 
principle,  he  lias  now  totally  and  diredlly  abandoned,  as  well 
in  the  remarkable  change,  which  he  has  introduced  in  the  fe- 
venib  rofolution,  as  in  tlie  article  of  beer,  the  export  of  which 
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is  of  infinite  confequence.  Reciprocity,  tbeperfbre,  wMA 
was  the  vital  principle,  the'fpirit,  the  quinteifence  of  Vt/k 
iyftem,  is  now  conipleteiy  abandoned. 

That  tbefe  alterations  are  for  the  better,  I  moft  chearfitll^ 
admit.  Undoubtedly,  they  tend  to  make  the  preient  fyflecft 
far  more  palatable  to  Engliflunen.  Why  then,  it  may  \m 
afked,  do  I  now  ftate  them }  Clearly  iox  this  reafoii :  ^ 
manifeft  to  the  Houfe  the  important' benefits  of  deliberati<m^ 
I  mention  them,  to  ftiew  that  the  alarm  given  by  gentleman 
of  this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  was  a  mofl  fortunate  alarm  for  thii* 
country.  By  that  fortunate  al^rm,  the  manufa(5tuFing  com^ 
munities  in  every  corner  of  the  kingdom  have  been  apprtle4 
of  their  danger ;  they  have  had  time  to  c6me  forward ;  they 
kave  had  time  to  give  thofe  lights  to  the  Committee^  wlHch 
have  been  the  happy  means  of  producing  the  alterations  af 
this  day.  I  mention  them  to  (hew  what  mull  have  been  ^^ 
confequences  to  the  empire  if  the  Committee  had  implicitly 
fallen  into  the  fyftem,  which  the  rafhnefs  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  I  will  not  fay  his  ignorance,  but  which^ 
to  give  it  an  eafier  terra,  his^  extraordinary  confidence  in  bit 
own  abilities,  induced  him  fo  peremptorily  and  fo  authoritiEl^ 
lively  to  propofe. 

There  is  alfo  another,  and  even  more  powerful  reafon  fbt 
my  enlarging  on  thefe  important  alterations.  It  is.  Sir,  M 
convince  the  Committee,  that  there  is  (Vill  a  poweiful  ap* 
peal  to  our  equity,  our  benevolence  and  even  our  commoit 
fenfe,  for  aiFording  the  merchants  and  manufa<flurers  of  thil 
country  a  much  longer  period  of  deliberation,  and  furely  as 
fhongaclajm  on  the  jufliceof  the  Minifler,  to  fiafpeiid  the 
vote  oJf  the  Committee  on  a  queftion  of  fuch  infinite  mag* 
nitudit  to  all  our  juil  and  deareil  interefts.  The  Committee 
will  be  taught,  by  a  due  eflimation  of  the  benefits  already 
acquired- from  falutary  delays,  that  mod  important  advan- 
tages are  to  be  derived  from  fair  inquiry  atid  impartial  di(^ 
cuffiom  ^  If  in  two  months  fuch  ferious  and  coiHeqiiential 
errors  have  been  difcoveredj  what  may  we  not  expeft  from 
longer  time  and  more  careful  inveftigation  ?  If  in  two  months 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  gleaned  fo  niuch  from 
this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  from  gentlemen,  whofe  idfeis  he 
certainly  is  not  much  difpofcd  avowedly  and  ingenuoufly  to 
adopt,  however  willing  he  may  be  to  benefit  in  fecret  from 
them,  what  may  we  not  expeft,  when  his  bright  talents  have 
had  more- time  to  work  on  the  fug^eflions  with- which  we 
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hlKve  farni(hed  him  ?  That  he  has. largely  profited  from  this 
frtkof  the  Houfe,  the  Committee  will  readily  perceive;  nei- 
ther ^iil  they,  1  believe,  confider  it  extremely  prefumptu- 
•oSyif  I  arrogate  feme  degree  of  honour  to  myfelf,  in  having 
contributed  a  little  to  the  amendments  of  this  day»  From  tny 
vigbt  hoi^ourable  friend  (  Vlr.  Eden)  the  Minifter  has  certain- 
ly co!l»fdted  many  more  of  his  new  opinions.  Surely,  tbei:e- 
foK>    from  the  excellent  ufe  which  the  right  honourable 
gen'leman  has  already  made  of  our  difcoveries  and  fuggel- 
tionS)  it  will  more  and  more  be  the  wifti  of  aU  impartial 
iiieD»  that  he  fliould  have  time  to  mature  the  many  other 
matters  which  he  has  not  yet  fo  far  honoured  us  as  entirely 
to  adopt.     lor  what  mud  be  the  fruits  of  thofe  ideas,  hnw 
ample,  how  rich  muil  he  the  harveil  they  produce  when  his 
|Nrt>te£king  hand  fhall  raife  them  from  obfcurity  to  a  richer 
Ibil :  when^  he  himfclf  lliall  "  tranfplant  them  to  his  own  fair 
«•  garden    where  the  (un  always  fl lines."     Nothing  furely 
can  be  more  beneficial  than  to  wait  for  their  mature  produc- 
tion: I  fpeak  for  myfelf,  and  I  am  fure  I  may  f|)eak  alfotor 
my  right  honourable  friend  and  the  other  gentlemen  round 
me,  that  we  lliall  be  happy  to  truft  our  progeny  to  his  care. 
If  he  is  a  plagiary,  he  is  a  plagiary  vmcommonly  endowed; 
for  he  decorates  that  which  he  Heals  in  apparel  fo  gay  and 
luxuriant,  he  enriches  whatever  he  takes  with  fuch  additions 
of  flowers  and  embroidery,  th;'t  though,  as  their  legitimate 
parents,  we  recognize  our  own  offspring,  we  view  them  \vith 
no  fmall  degree  of  wonder  in   their  ft  range  and  fumptuoui 
attire.     On  this  day,  indeed,  we  may  be  proud  to  contem- 
plate the  preacminating  efficacy  of  our   own    fuggcfiicns; 
and  on  this  day  alone  has  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
for  the  very  hr>l  time,  condefcended  to  depart  from  the  ufual 
fiatelinefs  and  overbearing   fenfe   of  his   own    fupeiiority. 
Upon  this  day,  with  new  and  unaccuftomed  afFability,  he 
neither  reprob.-tes  nor  reviles  the  opinions  to  which  he  h.b 
deigned  to  accede.     It  is  to  us  a  ft  range  and  unexpefled  tri- 
umph, not  indeed  to  have  our  ideas  received  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  (in  that  acceptance  he  is  courtely  it- 
felf )  but  to  hear  them,  even  in  the  moment  they  are  admit- 
ted, unftigmatized  by  the  receiver,  nor  as  ufual  traduced  in 
Vrord^,  while  tliey  are  approved  in  faft,  and  vilified  at  tin* 
▼cry  moment  of  their  adoption. 

1  he  righ-  honourable  gentlemaii,  whom  my  noble  frieiil 
(Lord  North)  moll  truly  painted,  when  he  afTerted,  th.it 

«  he 
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«  he  had  a  mind  which  found  gratification  in  inveSive*,* 
has  this  day  alluded  to  a  letter  written  by  the  noble  Lord  as 
adifpatch  from  Ireland,  during  the  adminillration  of  wliSdi 
I  had  the  honour  to  make  a  part,  arid  he  has  infinuatdl,* 
that  the  letter  manifeiHd  an  intention  in  that  adminiftratwtt ' 
to  have  gone  the  lengths  of  the  prefent  fyflem,  "  if  they  had' 
*'  had  energy  fufficient  for  fo  great  an  adventure."    1  did  iiot 
cxpcft  that  «ven  from  him  fuch  a  conftruftion  would  have' 
been  put  upon  that  difpatch.     From  his  colleagaes  in  office^ 
I  am  confident  of  meeting  with  more  candour.     But  the'  l«ft-' 
terhas  been  read  :  I  fubmit  to  the  Committee  the  terms  of 
that  letter,  and  cijl  upon  them  to  fay,  if  the  Englifti  lan- 
guage could  furnifh  expreffions  more  decifive  of  the  con- 
trary opinion,  than  thofe  in  which  we  declared  to  the  Laid 
Lieutenant,  that  we  could  not  encourage  him  to  mak«  a 
prorail'e  to  Ireland,  which,  if  fulfilled,  would  be  deftruftitc 
to  ikitain.     In  that  opinion. we  were  then  unanifnoiis,  and 
to  that  opinion  we  firmly  iidhere.     But  are  thcfe  th:^  arts  by 
which  the  noble  Lord  and  I  are  to  be  degraded  in  the  eyts 
of  iiritain?  Let  the  Minifter  perfift  in  thefe  unworthy  infr 
nuations,  he  fh;ill  not  deter  us  from  what  we  know  to  hs 
our  duty  —  lie  mall  not  overcome  that  deliberate  firmnefe^ 
which,  after  healing  the  calamities  of  Ireland,  and  happily 
ellablifhing  both  her  commercial  and  conllitutional  liberty^ 
had   fufficient  fpirit,  fufficient  juftice,  to  withhold  what  it 
were  ruin  to  relinquilh,  and  what  indeed  was  as  little  ex- 
pe6led  or  fought  by  Ireland,  as  it  was  fafe  or  juft  for  jOt 
Adminiitration  here  to  b^ftow.  That  letter,  which  was  writ- 
ten by  the  noble  Lord  in   his  official  capacity,  was  of  too 
much  confequence  to  be  written  under  the   fanftion  of  any 
individual  department.     Every  one  of  His  Majefty's  conti- 
dential  feryants  was  privy  to  the  meafure;  nor  was  any  dif- 
patch ever  made  up  on  a  more  decided  and  unanimous  opi- 

-•  Lord  North  fa  id  in  the  courfc  of  his  fpccch^  '<  There  are  fome 
*<  men,  Mr.  Gilbert,  who  fecm  to  be  organized  for  flander;  tUc« 
are  fome  men  who,  by  the  peculiar  temperament  of  their  natctrc* 
find  gratification  in  inve£live,  and  fo  eager  arc  they  for  the  enjoy* 
mcnt  of  their  luft,  that  they  go  about  to  feek  for  biemifhes,  in  Of« 
dcr  to  expofe  them  ;  and  in  the  pu  j-it  of  their  game,  they  wUl  , 
fomctimcs  pretend  to  find  them  where  they  are  not.  Such  mea» 
if  they  propofc  any  meafure,  arc  infinitely  more  defirous  to  make  k 
(land  upon  the  faults  of  others,  than  on  its  own  merits;  and  fachm 
^*  man  I  take  the  right  honourable  gontUman  to  be«'* 
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monm  Let  the  right  honourable  gentleman  refer  to  fome  of 
his  prcfent  colleagues  for  information  on  the  point.  * "  As 
^  to  the  want  of  energy — the  temporizing  fpirit— the  half 
<*  roeafures— and  the  expedients  of  getting  over  a  feffion  by 
«*  a  Poft  Office  or  an  Admiralty  Court;" — all  thefe  are  infinu- 
ations  which  my  noble  friend  has  completely  refuted.  Nei- 
ther the  Poft  Office  nor  the  Admiralty  Court  were  conceded 
as  expedients  to  get  over  a  feffion ;  they  were  neither  given 
nor  accepted  as  boons;  they  we^e  the  natural  confequences 
of  the  previous  change  of  fyftem ;  they  flowed  naturally  from 
At  new  fit  nation  in  which  Ireland  ilood  by  the  indepen- 
dence of  her  Legiflature.  What  occafion  had  we  for  expe- 
dients to  get  over  a  feffion  ?  The  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that 
day  enjoyed  as  high  a  degree  of  confidence,  and  deferved  it 
a$  well  as  any  nobleman  that  ever  filled  the  liation. — 
We  were  guilty  of  no  violences^  and  there  exifted  no  da- 
^ftour. 

I  cannot  help  ftopping  here  for  a  moment,  to  make  a  re- 
iptark  on  a  curious  diftinction  to  which  the  right  honounble 
gentleman  appears  moft  remarkably  attached ;  a  deftindion 
Which  betrays  a  feeling  that  I  cannot  well  defcribe  —  a  fort 
^f  felf-complacency —  a  kind  of  over-pleafi/re  with  his  own 
£tuatioii.  In  fpeaking  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  rib  and 
tt  different  periods,  he  is  ever  foUcitous  of  diftingutfhing  be- 
tween the  Firfl  Lord  of  the,Treafury  and  the  mere  becre- 
tary  of  State.  In  the  one  charadler  he  afcribes  to  him  all 
the  dignity  of  fovereign  rank,  of  fuper  in  tendency,  and  of 
fole  authority  —  in  the  other,  he  confiders  him  as  rather 
a&ing  under  or  with  a  Miniftry,  than  as  a  Minifter  poileiled 
cf  either  power  or  refponfibility.  He  lays  of  him  at  one 
time,  "  When  the  noble  Lord  was  the  Minifter  of  the  coan- 
«  try,'*  At  another,  "  When  the  noble  Lord  held  a  fubor- 
^  dinate  fituation  in  the  cabinet."  By  thefe  diftindlions, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  takes  a  juvenile  pleafure  in 
glancing  at  his  own  elevation.  He  Confiders  the  perfonage 
who  fills  the  united  offices  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  as  a  chara6ler  fo  lofty  and 
exalted,  fo  fupereminent  in  his  ftation,  that  he  muft  on  no 
account  be  confounded  with  inferior  perfons.  In  tike  manr 
ner,  when  he  talks  of  coalitions,  and  reprobates  them,  he  i$ 
moved  by  the  fanie  feeling.  His  charge  againft  me  and 
others  is  for  coalefcing  with  the  Minifter,  the  |;reat  fuper- 
intending  Minifter  of  the  American  war!  His  own  coali- 
tions he  can  readily  defend  by  the  very  fame  diftinfilion; 

«<  I  own 
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^*  I  own,  he  fays,  I  havt  certainly  coalefced  with  fome  of 
**  the  minifters  who  were  concerned  in  the  patronage  and 
''  condudl  of  the  American  war :  they,  however,  were  infe^ 
**  rior  charafters ;  Lords,  Chancellors  of  England^  and  fuch- 
'<  like  perfons,  of  no  account :  but  nevec  have  I  heen  fo  in-' 
^^  famous  and  abandoned,  as  to  form  a  coalition  with  the 
'<  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  F  irft  Lord  of  the 
^  Treafury,  the  great  fopcrintending  Minifter  of  the  Crown, 
**  who  was  the  foul  of  the  fyftem."  I  do  not,  Sir,  enlarge 
upon  this  feeling  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  a 
charge  againft  him :  it  is  a  feeling,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which 
I  am  by  no  means  inclined  to  diihirb  him:  a  feeding,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  which,  I  know  indeed  of  no  perfon  that  has 
any  intereft  to  diflurb  him;  unlefs  indeed  there  may  be  fome 
of  his  immediate  Colleagues,  who  may  think  it  would  be 
fomewhat  more  decent  in  him  to  gratify  his  pailion  or  his 
pride  in  a  mode  lefs  publicly  offeniive  both  to  their  fpirit  ai^ 
their  dignity* 

But  to  return  to  the  proportions  on  the  table^  I  muil 
now  renew  the  ohfervation  that  I  made  in  the  outfet  of  this 
bufinefs,  namely,  that  there  was  a  grofs  and  fundamental 
error  in  originating  thefe  propofitions  in  the  Irl(h  Parlia- 
ment.    Independent  of  the  infult  to  the  Parliament  of  this 
country,  in  not  fubmitting,  for  their  conlideriition,  a  great 
and  extenfive  innovation  in  the  whole  fyflem  of  our  com* 
merce,  ti'l  after  it  had  been  determined  upon  in  Ireland-^ 
furely  the  experience  of  this  day  fufiiciently  demonftrates 
the  impolicy  of  fo  ftrange  a  meafure.     For  is  it  not  evident, 
that,  after  the  Parliament  and  people  of  Irehnd  have  been 
fuficred  to  cherifli  the  belief,  that  the  refolutions  which  the 
Minifters  of  that  kingdom  afiured  them  would  be  relieioufly 
adhered  to  as  the  bafis  of  tlie  new  fyftero,  the  Minifters  of 
England  come  forward,  and  change  the  fpirit,  principle,  and 
tendency  of  thefe  refolutions  ?  Is  it  to  be  imagined,  thaf, 
after  the  folemn  pledge  which  the  people  of  Ireland  have  re* 
ceived  from  their  Minifters,  and  wlitch  undoubtedly  was  held 
out  to  their  Parliament  as  a  fufiicient  ground  for  an  imme* 
diate  extenfion  of  their  revenue;  is  it  to  be  imagined,  I  fay, 
that,  by  any  private  tampering  with  the  individual  leaders  of 
a  party,  the  whole  body  of  that  nation  will  .as  rapidly  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  fupplemental  refolutions  now  brought  forward 
as  they  at  firft  did  in  the  original  propofitions;  and  when 
too  the  latter  are  diredly  framed  to  weaken  and  dimlnifti 
the  efFeft  of  the  &rmer,  Yrf^ich  they  who  prapoTed  che^  in 
Vq^,  XVIIL  O  o  .  Irdand, 


182  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1785. 

Ireland,  had  prereroptorily  Infifted  fliould  never  undergo 
the  fl.ghteft  or  riioft  minute  infringement?  Nothing  could 
be  more  abfurd  than  the  ftate  of  this  proceeding.  Firfl,  the 
original  propofitions  were  made  in  Ireland — now  the  amend- 
ments are  mrfde  in  England.  The  Irifli  thus  expofed,  'wlut 
alone  would  content  them,  and  they  were  oilered  it  without 
knowing  whether  it  was  what  England  Would  grant.  Now 
England  is  called  upon  to  fay  what  {he  will  give,  without 
knowing  whether  it  is  what"  Ireland  would  take.  Thus,  a 
double  inconveniency  and  dilemma  arifes  from  the  ftrangc 
and  incoherent  proceeding.  Nor  was  this  the  only  impolicy 
in  the  mode  of  conducing  this  extraordinary  meafure. 

His  Majefty's  Minifters  erefted  a  Koard  of  Trade  under 
the  name  of  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  which  cer- 
tainly with  proper  regulations,  I  (hould  cor.iider  as  a  wife 
and  wholefome  jnftitution;  but  this  Board  was  appointed 
not  to  prepare  materials  for  the  fyftem  with  Ireland;  not 
to  fupply  Government  with  information  upon  which  they 
might  deliberately  proceed  to  the  adjuftment  of  the  inter- 
courfe  between  the  two  kingdoms.  On  the  contrary,  this 
Board  was  appointed  to  inquire  rather,  into  the  propriety 
of  what  Minillers   were   adlually  doing,  than   what   they 

.  ought  to  do.  For  at  the  precife  time  when  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Orde  firft  agitated  the  hufmefs  in  the  Irrfli  Houft 
of  Commons,  this  Committee  of  Privy  Council  were  em- 
ployed in  the  examinaMoh  of  evidence,  and  the  difcoffion  ot 
points  on  which  the  merits  of  the  propofcd  arrangemer^t 
were  ultimately  to  be  eftimated.  Never  farely  was  a  Bo.rJ 
of  Privy  Council  fo  perverted,  fo  degraded  as  this  !  Vot 
appointed  to  inveftigate  and  examine  all  the  neceilary  e^i- 
.  dence  as  a  preliminary  to  an  important  meafure* — not  cod- 
ftituted  to  deliberate  on  the  various  efFefts  and  confetjiienre^ 
of  a  (TjeDt  nnt'onal  charge,  the  outline  of  which  was  merely 
In  idea,  unfettled,  and  unadopted  by  the  Minifter;  hut,  in 
trat.i,  tf^-^jrovide  a  pofthumous  defence  for  a  plan  'already 
fixed,  and  to  fabricate  a  vindication  for  ttiifchiefs  too  far 
advanced  to  admit  of  qualificfation  or  amendment.  With 
fuch  views,  and  for  fuch  purpofes,  was  this  Board  of  Privy 
Council  at  fiift  convened.  Aright  honourable  gentleman, 
CMr.  Jenkinfon)  whofe  feelings  on  being  ftudioufly  excluded 
fronv  all  the  minlfterial  departments  of  State,  it  was  found 
not  wholly  unexpedi?nt  to  confole  and  footh,  by  fbme    tern- 

-  porary  delegation  of  infignificant  eminence,  was  prudently 
appointed  to  the  Piefidency  of  this  mock  Committee.  No 
higher  mark  of  confidence  was  then  beflpwed  on  the  now 

aTowed 
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avowed  aHbciate  of  the  great  fuperintendant  Mmiftcr,     On 
the  report  however  of  fuch  a  Board  thus  conftituted,  and 
thus  diredled,  did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  call  upon 
this  HoAife  to  depend  with  unreferved  contidence  for  the 
complete  juitification  of  his  plan;  in  other  words,  we  were' 
to  truft  the  moft  important  rights  of   Britifli  commerce  to 
the  opinion  of  a  ^oard  of  the  King's  Privy  Counfellors, 
appointed    by  the  King*s  Minifters  therafelves,  to  inquire 
whc:iher  the -meafure  that  they  had  adopted  was  wife  or  the* 
contrary.     Can  the  Committee   imagine  any  thing   more 
trifling,  more  frivolous,  more  vain  and  abfurd,  than  fo  par- 
tial an  appeal  ?    Do  we  not  all  kndw,  that  w^hen  His  Ma- 
jeily^s  Miniilers  are  committed  on  anv  one  point,  the  fer- 
vants  whom  they  employ  mull  he  careful  not  to  deliver  an- 
opinion  hoftile  to  that  meafure  ?  The  Board  of  Council  are 
fele£led  by  the    Minifter,  not  as  deliberate   judges  of  his 
condudl ;  it  were  the  extreme  of  folly  to  confider  them  in 
fuch  a  light ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  their  objeft  to  afford 
every  pollible  fupport  to  meafures  which  they   were  called 
upon  direiSlly  to  countenance.     This  always  was,  and  ever 
muft  be,  the  cafe;  and  fo  indeed  the  Committee  of  Privj 
Council  in  the  prefent  inftance  feem  entirely  to  have  conn-    * 
dercd  it.     At  firil  indeed,  before  the  Minifter  had  thought 
it  fafe  to  communicate  his  plan  to  the  right  honourable  Pre- 
fident  of  this  Board,  fome  opinions,  far  from  favourable  to 
the  plan,  did  appear  upon  their  minutes,  and  of  courfe  are 
ftill  to  be  difcovered  in  their  report;  but  this  was  a  tra'nficnt 
gloom :  from  the  momfent  that  the  prefent  complete  intelli- 
gence and  intimacy  was  eftabliflied  between  the  right  ho- 
nourable Prefident  and  the  Minifters,  a  new  light  feemed 
to  flafti  at  once  on  the  whole  Board  of  Council ;  the  happieft 
means  were  inftantly  purfued  to  effeft  the  concealment  of 
minifterial  error;  the  moft  decifive  mode  of  examining  wit- 
nefle^^was  fyftematicjily  obferved;  not  only  the  moft  apt  and 
artful  queftions  wore  propounded,  but  with  equal  fkill  the 
moft  fortunate  anfwers  were  generally  provided ;  all  however 
was  carried  on  with  much  plaufibility  and  ftatelinefs  of  de-' 
portment.    "  It  was  an  open  court,  it  was  acceffible  to  wit-    , 
"  neffes  of  all  defcriptions,  and  accordingly  (as  was  repeated- 
^*  lyaflerted)  Gentlemen  attended  themor  their  own  accord, 
"  and  voluntarily  offered  their  impartial  teftimony,  on  the 
"  various  articles  of  their  refpeftivc  manufa6lures.'*     But 
how  has  this  defcription  been  verified  ?  We  have  it  in  proof, 
that  every  individual  witnefs  who  attended  that  Board,  was 

O  o  2  exprefljy 
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tfxpreffly  Tent  for-^atid  that  ^ueflious  were  put  of  an  abftnft 
Datura)  and  on  premifes  unexplained.  We  have  found  too, 
that  the  anfwers  fo  obtained  were  referved,  to  be  brought  in 
eontradiAion  to  opinions  which,  when  the  premifes  were 
fully  examined,  and  the  confequences  weighed,  it  was  ob- 
vious could  not  fail  to  be  ftated  in  teflimony  at  the  bar  of 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
Sian,  who  is  at  the  head  of  this  Board  (Mr*  Jenkinfon) 
has  thought  proper  however  to  inform  us,  that  the  manu- 
fa£turers  were  voluntary  attendants  on  the  CcHnmitter.  But 
to  this  more  than  one  gentleman  of  eminence  and  iripefi 
has  direftly  anfwered,  that  in  truth  the  witnefles  were  ex- 
jh-eiSy  fent  for;  Mr.  Rofe  of  the  Treafury  having  repealediT 
entreated  them  to  attend  the  Committee.  "  Ay>  Ciys  the 
^^  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  we  have  nothing  to  do 
**  with  Mr.  Rofe,  nor  with  the  Treafury,  we  did  not  fend 
"  for  you." 

It  is  faid  in  praife  of  fimplicity  of  adVion,  "  That  the  right 
"  hand  knoweth  n^t  what  the  left  hand  doeth.**     Perhaps 
this  may  be  the  caie  here ;  but  which,  Sir,  is  the  right  hand 
and  which  the  left  of  the  prefect  Adminiftration  is  not  fo 
eafy  to  afcertain.    Certainly  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer has  till  of  late  been  fond  of  difclaiming  all  conneAioa 
with  certain  obnoxious  charadleas  —  He  has  generally,  in 
high  tone,  and  pompous  parade,  difavowed  and  reprobatfd 
all  intimacy,  all  friendfhip,  all  conne£lion,  with  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  long  been  fufpeded  of  pro* 
rooting  an  undue  influence  in  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try.    I)Qt  all  this  was  the  language  of  a  period  when  the 
momentary  popularity  which  the  Minifter  had  obtained  had 
placed  him  above  the  degradation  of  fo  obnoxious  a  con- 
neflion.    When  the  condu£l  of  the  popular  branch  of  the 
Conflitution  was  beftowed  upon  the  prefent  Minifler,  under 
the  defcription  and  chara(^er  of  a  popular  ftatefman,  it  would 
indeed  have  been  madnefs  in  the  extreme  to  have  held  any 
other  language  of  one,  whofe  habits,  whole  principles,  whofe 
avowed  prejudices,  marked  him  out  as  utterly  difqualified 
for  a  fituation,  which,  even  in  common   prudence,  ought 
never  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  diiedl  Control,  or  to  the  difguifed 
influence,  of  prerogative.  When  the  fcene,  however,  b^an  to 
change,  when  the  Irifti  refolutions  excited  alarm,  and  the 
minds  of  men  were  irritated  at  fo  lavl(h  a  furreucfer  of  every 
thing  that  was  dear;  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
began  to  feci  himfclf  weak  and  infecure^  bis  language  was 

lefs 
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ids  inflated,  his  proud  rejsdion  of  obnoxious  charaflers  fms 
heard  no  more* 

'*  T^lephus  ee  Peleus^  cum  pauper  et  exul  ucerque, 
**  Projicit  AmpuUas  et  JeJqulpedaUa  Verba. 

^<  Miferj  makes  us  acquainted  with  flrange  companions.'* 
For  my  own  part,  Sir,  though  I  have  always  confidered 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to,  as  an  objection- 
2d)le  ^harader  for  mixing  in  the  condu^  of  the  Rritiih  go- 
i^mment,  yet  I  muft  do  hira  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  in  diis 
iingular  inftance,  his  cautious  temper,  his  patient  laborious 
habits,  have  undoubtedly  been  well  employed  in  correcting 
the  ftrange  incoherent  levities  of  the  original  propofitions. 
AiA  therefore  it  would  be  wholly  unfair  to  withhold  the 
merit  of  feme  of  the  alterations  of  this  day  from  the  inflruc- 
tion  and  advice  fo  generoafly  adminiftered  by  the  right  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  (Mr.  JenkinCbn)  in  the  hour  of  danger 
and  neceffity. 

But  to  return  to  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council ;  I  cannor 
fupprefs  my  indignation  at  the  petty,  miferable  plan  which 
I  am  forry  to  find  they  have  purfued ;  of  firft  entrapping 
witnefl&s,  by  inducing  them  to  give  hafty  anfwers  to  quel^ 
tions  unexplained,  and  afterwards  in  todeavouring  to  dete& 
cootradiAlons  in  their  evidence,  when  they  came,  at  tht 
diftance  of  ftx  weeks,  to  fpeak  at  the  bar  of  this  Commit*  1 

tee.     Upon  fuch  condudl,  very  ill  becoming  in  a  Board  of 
Privy  Council,  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  undoubtedly  it 
would  have  been  far  more  graceful  fpr  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  have  lent  his  utmoft  aid  to  the  manufaflurers 
of  this  country^*  when  they  were  forced  to  the  bar  of  this 
Committee,  in  fupport  of  their  deareft  privileges:  furely: 
upon  ftich  an  occafion  he  ought  himfelf  to  have  manfully  de- 
clared, <*  I  rejoice  to  fee  you  here:  eager  as  I  am  for  the 
**  difcovery  of  truth,  I  am  nappy  that  you  are  come  to  ex- 
**  plain  all  thole  points    in  which  you  have  either  been 
<<  miilated  or  mifrepreiented  by  the  Committee  of  Council. 
**  You  have  now  an  opportunity  to  correft  thofe  errors — 
*^  improve  it  with  all  the  fincerity  and  zeal  that  are  the  beft 
«  chara6leriflics  of  Englifiimen.'*    Such  ought  to  have  been 
his  language,  for  furely  it  is  by  no  means  difcreditable  for  a 
man  of  the  ftri^left  honour  to  explain  his  opinions,  when 
more,  matiare  refle£l.ion  and  greater  lig)it  on  the  fubje^ 
havo  convinced  him  that  he  was  wrong.     And  yet  in  pur- 
lui.ng  a  line  of  conduft  diametrically  o^poflte  to  that  which 

liuvs 
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I  have  defcribed ;  in  adopting  the  poor  and  mifer^tble  expe* 
dicnt  which  the  Minifter  preferred  to  the  plain  feeling  of 
juftlce  and  honour,  I  pledge  myfelf  to  prove,  that,  with  all 
their  finifter  indullry  to  confufe  and  to  prevent,  they  have 
completely  and  utterly  failed;  for  not  a  fmgle  inilance  have 
they  been  able  to  offer,  of  glaring  and  material  con  tradition 
upon  any  one  of  the  numerous  witneffes  who  have  been  tlie 
conflant  obje^^s  of  their  illil)eral  attacks. 

I  have  faid.  Sir,  that  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  com- 
prehend the  alterations,  by  hearing  them  once  read  over,  I 
am  ready  to  acknowledge,  they  are  infinitely  more  p;^^te- 
able  than  at  tirft ;  but  I  defire  to  be  underilood,  that  I 
ft  ill  infift,  they  are  by  no  means  what  they  ought  to  be  — 
much  of  my  objeAion  remains ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  but 
when  gentlemen  come  to  difcufs  the  amended  refolutions, 
they  will  yet  exhibit  weighty  arguments  ^gainft  their  accep- 
tance, as  the  bafis^  of  the  future  intercourfe  between  the  two 
countries. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  now  removed  the 
objeftion  which  originally  exifted  againft  the  firft  refolu- 
tions; namely,  that  we  thereby  facrificed  the  monopoly  of 
the  Afiatie  trade.  How  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
could  originally  overlook  that  moft  important  concern,  un- 
lefs  he  meant  to  abolifli  the  monopoly,  is  a  point  for  whkh 
I  am  utterly  ;it  a  lofs  how  to  account.  Surely,  the  peculiar 
fervices  which  the  Company  have  rendered  to  his  Admini- 
ftration,  might  well  have  claimed  a  more  ferious  attention 
to  their  particular  interefts,  than  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman feems  to  have  paid  them  at  the  prefent  important 
crifis :  hut  roufed  to  the  performance  of  his  duty,  by  tlie  [ 
zeal  of  gentlemen  on  this  fide  of  the  lloufe,  he  has  at  length  1 
indeed  made  fome  provifion  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Eaft-India 
trade.  Certainly  I  do  not  grudge  to  the  people  of.  Ireland 
the  benefits  which  he  has  allotted  to  them  in  this  branch 
^f  commerce :  it  is  by  no  means  improper  that  they  fliould 
have  a  iliare  of  the  outfit  of  the  Eaft-India  fhips,  as  thfv 
confent  to  a  part  of  the  return.  Excluded  from  the  com- 
merce of  Afia,  it  feems  but  barely  equitable  to  ]>erinit  them 
to  fupply  fome  proportion  of  the  export  trade.  On  thf  J 
contrary,  if  at  any  time,  either  the  neceffities  or  the  mc r: 
will  of  the  E.ift  India  Company,  Hiould  refort  to  Ireland  t^r 
•Vuch  fupplifs,  in  preference  to  the  eftablilhed  trade  with  tlieir 
own  native  dealers,  I  am  fure  there  is  no  Englxihman  c: 
ftiiib  or  fpirit  vrho  would  debar  Ireland  from  every  fair  p-:- 
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tfcipation  of  thofe  benefits  which  may  be  fafeiy  and  Juftlv 
divided. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  made  ufe  of  the 
moft  unfortunate  argument  that  I  ever  heard  delivered  by 
the  moft  unfortunate  fpeaker  in  this  or  in  any  ailembly*  He 
fays,  tl:at  giving  to  Ireland  the  Englifh  market  for  the  iffue 
or  colonial  produce,  though  it  will  not  enable  the  Irifli  to 
enter  into  any  dangerous  competition  with  us  at  home,  will 
yet  be  of  great  avail  to  them,  for  they  will  thereby  be  moi^ 
capable  of  taking  'advantage  of  the  foreign  market.  Tim 
he  explains  by  iaying,  that  having  theiflueofihe  Engiiih 
market  to  depend  upon  in  the  la(t  refort,  they  will  have  a 
greater  fpur  to  adventure ;  they  will  import  more  of  the 
produce  of  the  Colonies ;  and,  trufting  to  the  power  which 
they  will  now  have,  of  coming  in  the  end  to  England  with 
their  cominodities,  they  will  ftrive  to  increafe  their  foreign 
trade,  and  neceffarily  malce  their  country  a  fort  of  commer- 
cial depot.  If  this  argument  is  true  of  the  colonial  produce,  . 
it  is  equally  true  of  their  own  manufaftures.  If  they  have  the 
advantage  of  having,  the  Engliih  market  as  an  iffue  to  ena- 
ble them  to  pulh  their  foreign  trade  to  a  confiderable  io-, 
creafe  in  the  colonial  prodace;  then,  with  precifely  the  fame 
ground,  may  we  contend,  that,  having  the  iffue  of  the  Eng- 
1\{K  market,  they  will  be  able  to  advance  their  foreign  trade 
for  their  manufaftures* 

Here  then  is  an  end  to  all  the  inveilive  which  was  thrown 
on  the  manufa^urers  for  having  aflerted,  that  thofe  refolu- 
tions  would  affeft  the  raanufadlures  of  Great  Britain  in  th«  i 

foreign  market :  they  were  told  with  petulance,  that  they 
did  not  underftand  the  matter;  and  that  if  there  was  any 
danger  of  meeting  a  powerful  competitor  in  the  Irifli  manu* 
fadures  ,at  the  foreign  market,  that  that  danger  exifted  be- 
fore ;  that  the  foreign  market  had  always  been  open  to  the 
Irifh  manufadlurer  —  true,  and  of  this  they  were  not  ignc- 
*  rant:  but  Ireland  had  not  till  now  the  fure  iflue  of  tlic 
•Englifli  market  as  a  collateral  fccurity  for  enterprize,  and  as 
a  fpur  to  (peculation.  I  thank  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man for  this  argument;  but  I  muft  apprize  him,  that  it  re- 
fers more  to  manufaftures  than  to  colonial  produce.  Does 
he  not  know,  that  in  colonial  produce,  the  home  market  is 
every  thing,  and  the  foreign  market  nothing  ?  in  manufac- 
tures it  is  the  contrary,  or  nearly  fo.  There  was  good 
ground,  therefore,  for  the  manufacturers  to  Aate,  that  they 
ihduld  now  find  a  dangerous  competitor  in  Ireland  ii^t  tlie 
foi%ign  market* 

Now, 
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N0W9  Sir>  with  refpe£i  to  the  navigation  z&y  upon  wbidi 
I  have  faid  lb  much  in  the  courfe  of  this  difcuiEony  do  we  not 
now  find  that  all  my  apprehenfions  were  well  founded  i  Tli» 
right  honourable  gentlemen  has  at  length  acknowledged,  that 
the  navigation  a6t  was  in  danger,  notwithflandine  his  re- 
peated declarations  to  the  contrary.  This  convicnon  may 
be  colle£led  from  the  nature  of  the  remedy  he  has  thought  it 
expedient  to  adopt.  Strbng  mufl  have  been  the  apprehenfions 
which  iuggeiled  fuch  a  relief;  it  is  a  relief  which,  in  the  pe- 
culiar  circumftances  of  the  two  kingdoms,  will  require  very 
particular  confideration  indeed,  as  its -tendency  is  no  lefs  than 
this,  that  notwithllanding  tlie  independence  of  Ireland,  (he 
muft  ftill,  in  commercial  laws  and  external  legiflation,  bo 
governed  by  Britain.  That  ihe  ihall  agree  to  folfow  what- 
ever regulations  we  may  think  it  riglit  tp  purfue  from  time 
to  time  for  fecuring  privileges  to  our  Aiipping,  or  for  re- 
ilraining  the  trade  with  our  Colonies,  and  that  fuch  taws 
iball  be  in  full  force  in  Ireland,  is  a  remedy  certainly  of  a 
Tery  hazardous  kind;  but.  Sir,  though  it;  goes  to  far,  it  does 
not  fatisfy  me ;  it  is  dangerous  indeed,  but  not  efficacious  ; 
nor  do  I  think  that,  ftrong  and  bitter  as  it  is,  it  will  be  at* 
tended  wi*^h  the  efFe6ts  of  preventing  the  various  and  radical 
«vils  which  are  attached  to  this  pernicious  fyftem.  1  am  of 
opinion,  ttiat  even  if  Ireland  ihould  agree  to  this  provi(ion> 
we  (hall  deliver  up  into  the  cullody  of  another,  and  that 
an  independent  nation,  all  our  fundamental  laws  for  the  re* 
gulation  of  our  trade,  and  we  mud  depend  totally  on  her 
bounty  and  liberal  fpirit  for  the  guardian/hip  and  protection 
of  our  deareft  interefts.  Now,  Sir,  although  I  feel  as 
ftrong  a  difpofition  of  partiality  and  favour  towards  the  Irifii 
nation  as  any  man  in  this  Houfe;  although  I  believe  them 
to  be  a  people  as  diftinguiflied  by  liberality  as  atty  people 
tipon  earth,  yet  this  is  not  of  all  others  the  particular  point 
in  which  I  would  chufe  to  trull  to  their  liberality.  I  think 
the  guardianfliip  of  the  laws  which  I  have  mentioned,  can  be 
depodted  in  no  hands  fo  properly  as  in  our  own»  It  would  he 
the  intereft  of  Ireland  to  evade  thofe  laws,  and  I  aik  yoo 
what  fecurity  there  is  for  the  due  performance  of  a  commer« 
cial  contradt,  when  it  is  the  intereft  of  a  nation  to  evad^  it  } 
He  who  trufts  to  the  vague  and  raAi  notions  of  abftraCl 
rieht  in  preference  to  the  conftant  and  uniform 'teftimony 
of  experience,  will  find  hiinfelf  miferably  deceived  in  his 
calculations  on  all  fuhjefls  of  commercial  or  political  dif- 
cuffion*    When  it  is  the  intereft  of  a  nation  to  evade  a  law» 
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that  law  will  be  evaded ;  it  always  was  fo,  ahd  it  always 
will  be  fo.  Perhaps  there  is  no  inftance  of  a  country  mortf 
tenacious  of  engagements  than  our  own;  but,  do  we  not  all 
know>  that  finding  the  illicit  trade  which  was  fome  time  ago 
carried  on  to  the  Spanifh  Main,  highly  beneficial  to  th^ 
country,  tliat  that  trade  was  connived  at,  though  in  the 
very  teeth  of  our  national  engagements.  Now,  Sir,  when 
it  mall  be  felt,  that  Ireland  will  be  materially  benefitted  by 
evading  our  laws,  and  that  the  introduftion  of  foreign  fu* 
gars  will  be  fo  much  more  valuable  to  them  than  the  legal 
importation  of  our  colonial  produce,  is  it  to  be  imarined^ 
that  the^ieople  of  Ireland  Will,  out  of  mere  love  and.  libera*  . 
lity,  fliut  their  eyes  againft  their  own  immediate  intereft,  ot 
that  the  laws  which  may  be  made  in  conformity  with  thid 
new  fyftem,  will  he  enforced  with  vigour  and  with  efficacy. 
Intereft  is  the  leading  impulfe  with  nations,  and  it  fuppofei 
nothing  unfavourable  to  the  Irifli,  to  fuppofe,  that  the  com* 
mon  feelingv  which  a6luate  all  mankind  in  their  public  cha- 
rafter  as  ftates,  may  prevail  alfo  with  them,  when  it  Ihall 
be  found,  that  foreign  fugar  may  be  introduced  fifteen  ot 
twenty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  our  own,  and  when  it  ftiall 
be  found,  that  they  can  be  introduced  in  American  bottoms 
cheaper  than  in  fhipping  navigated  according  to  the  law  of 
Great  Britain,  it  is  idle  to  fuppofe  that  they  will  not  be  fo 
introduced,  that  this  finifter  advantage  will  not  be  fo  ob- 
tained; that  is,  in  other  words,  that  the  comitierce  of  Eng- 
land will  not  be  fo  afiedled  and  diminifhed.  Mr.  Orde,  oil 
opening  ^is  fyftem  to  the  Irifli  parliament,  if  we  may  truft 
to  the  report  of  the  newfpapers  (and  that  we  may  do  fo,  is 
evident  rrom  this  circumftance,  that  thougli  Mr.  Orde  was 
in  London  feveral  days,  he  never  came  dowti  to  the  Houfe 
to  contradift  the  reports,  though  argument  was  daily  founded 
upon  them)  ftated  that  Cork  would  become  the  empotiurti  of 
the  empire.  This  expreflion,  to  be  fure,  he  aftetWafd$ 
changed  to  a  term  more  profaic  and  modeft,  affirming,  that 
his  original  phrafe  had  been  that  Cork'^Would  become  the 
medium  of  trade  to  the  empire.  The  dtfTeretice  IS  immate- 
rial,  except  in  the  found  of  the  word ;  for  by  rtaediufn  I  cat! 
nnderftand  nolhine  elfe,  than  that  the  product  of  the  Wef- 
tern  World  will,  m  the  firft  inftance,  be  imported  into  Ire- 
land, bedepofited  there  as  the  piagazine  of  tlie  <*mpire,  atid 
h6  fubfequcntly  d^attdut  to  Britain  as  her  want^  rhay  tnak6 
'fuch  ipplicatioh  ncceflafy.  "VVe  have  a  lefs  fbunding  and 
Vol.  XVIII.  P  P  K« 
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lefs  intelliigible  phra(e>  but  the  real  meaning  remains  Hill  the 
fame^  and  the  meafure  of  oppref&on  and  injury  unchanged 
or  unabated.     That  Ireland  will  be  this  medium,  I  have  no 
doubt ;  aud  its  being  fo,  will  produce  an  evil  beyond  the 
mere  lofs  of  the  dire<Sl  trade  to  our  colonies,  for  there  is 
every  reafon  to  believe,  that  by  this  means,  the  produce  of 
the  French  and  other  foreign  colonies  will  find  their  way 
into  the  country,  to  thie  ruin  of  our  Weft-India  planters  and 
merchants.    But,  fays  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  It 
is  not  to  be  believed,  that  a  circuitous  voyage,  as  this  will  be, 
can  be  preferred  to  a  communication  with  our  colonies ;  and 
in  a  whifper  acrofs  the  houfe  he  fays,  that  Britain  even  now 
fuppliesthe  Iriih  market  with  colonial  produce.     This,  Sir^i 
in  my  opinion,  ftrengthens  my  argument ;  fuch  is  the  de- 
cided benefit  refulting  from  having  two  markets  inftead  of 
one^  that  now  we  are  able,  with  all  the  difadvantage  of  the 
circuitous  voyage,  to  fupply  Ireland.    What  then  muft  be 
the  coniequence  to  Ireland  when  (he  fhall  enjoy  the  double 
market,  added  to  all  the  advantages  arifing  from  harbours  ib 
admirably  accommodated  by  the  hand  of  nature  for  the  in- 
Cercourfe  in  queftion;  from  cheap  labour,  and  from  an  al- 
moft  total  exemption  from  national  burdens  ?    She  will  in* 
deed  become  the  emporium,  or  if  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, out  of  compliment  to  his  friends  in  England,  likes 
it  better,  the  medium  of  trade  to  the  general  empire,  and 
indeed  almoft  exclufively  fo  with  refpe£l  to  the  produce  of 
9ur  colonies. 

The  right  honouralJte  gentleman  has  been  anxious  to  fci 
Tip  an  argument  in  favour  of  this  couiitry,  that  great  ca- 

fital  would  in  all  cafes  overbalance  cheapnefs  of  labour, 
know  this  to  be  the  faihionable  pofition  of  the  prefent 
times,  and  of  the  prefent  government :  but  general pofitions 
of  all  kinds  ought  to  be  very  cautiouffly  admitted;  indeed 
on  fubje&s  fo  infinitely  complex  and  mutable  as  politics 
i&nd  commerce,  a  wife  man  hefitates  at  giving  too  implicit 
a  credit  to  any  general  maxim  of  any  denomination ;  and  with 
this  Gonvidlion  in  my  mind,  I  am  prepared  to  controvert  the 
pofition  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  at  the  fame 
time  that  I  do  not  defire  to  be  underftood  as  wifliing  to  efta« 
blifk  the  contrary.  I  do  not  think  that  great  capital  will  al- 
ways overbalance  chi^pnefs  of  labour,  nor  that  chtap  labour 
will  always  overbalance  great  capital ;  as  general  theorims,  I 
4ifpute  both»  at  the  £ime  time  that  I  am  clearly  of  opinion, 

^     that 
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that  under  certain  circumftances  both  may  be  true;  wc  have 
Icnown  feveral  inftances  in  which  the  cheapnefs  of  labour  has 
triumphed  over  greatnefs  of  capital.  In  the  rapid  tranfi- 
tions  of  fortune  in  this  country,  do  we  not  daily  perceive 
the  triumphs  of  induftry  over  wealth  :  have  we  not  abun* 
ds^t  precedents  to  {hew,  that  our  manufaflures  have  clianged 
their  podtions  in  thi$  country  merely  on  account  of  the 
cheapnefs  of  labour  and  provifion  >  Have  they  not  within 
thefe  thirty  years  travelled  into  Scotland,  and  is  it  not  likely 
that  precilely  for  the  fame  reafon,  together  with  other  in- 
citements, they  will  migrate  to  Ireland?  But,  fays  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  the  difierence  is  not  fo  great  as  i» 
imagined  in  the  price  of  labour;  it  is, only  riide  labour  which 
is  cheap- in  Ireland,  and  the  finer  parts  of  work  are  much 
dearer  there  than  in  England.  In  proof  of  this  affertion  he 
brings  Captain  Brook  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Common^, 
a  gentleman  who  has  eftablrftied  a  very  con&derable  manu- 
fa&ory  of  cottons  in  Ireland*  Whether  it  is  prefeftly  pro- 
per to  bring  gentlemen  from'  Ireland,  to  give  evidence  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  a  fubje(^  that  is  to  benefit  Ire- 
land and  tiot  England,  I  will  not  ,take  up  much  time  to 
inquire. 

The  Irifh  are  beyond  all  queflion  much  interefted  in  the 
tronclufion  of  this  bargain,  and  excluCvely  fo  as  to  hopes  of 
benefit ;  their  evidence,  therefore,  as  parties  influenced  and 
prejudiced,  may  perhaps  be  deemed  improper  when  brought 
forward  to  fupport  the  fyftem,  and  to  perfuade  this  Houfe. 
I  know  it  may  be  faid,  that  Meffrs.  Richardfon,  Walker, 
Peele,  and  others,  who  have  given  evidence  on  the  other 
fide,  are  alfo  interefted  in  the  termination  of  this  com  pad. 
I  admit  the  h&, ;  but  on  which  Ade  does  their  intereft  lie  I 
and  to  which  ought  we  in  this  Houfe  to  incline  ?  They  are 
interefted  for  England,  of  which  we  are  the  delegated  guar- 
dians— Mr.  Brook  is  jnterefted  for  Ireland,  who  is  on  the 
other  fide  negociating  for  himfelf.  Taking  it,  therefore,  in 
that  point  of  view,  I  cannot  hefitate  a  moment  on  the  path 
which  it  becomes  me,  as  a  Britifh  member  of  Parliament,  to 
purfue  in  the  rredit 'which  I  am  to  beftow  on  the  evidence 
adduced.  But  in  this  point  of  the  cheapnefs  of  rude  labour, 
hear  what  the  Intelligent  Mr.  Peele  fays. — "  The  finer  parts 
*'  of  work  cannot  be  carried  on  without  the  rutier.  It  is  on 
^<  the  rude  work  that  the  hand  is  qualified  in  its  art,  and 
««  every  man  who  is  employed  in  the  finer  branch,  was  firft 
♦<  employed  in  the  coarfer.**    TTie  cheapnefs  of  rud^  labour 
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is  therefore  an  advantage  which  in  manufadures  of  the  finer 
}(ind  muft  be  highly  favourable ;  but  in  thofe  which  are  in 
their  quality  coarfe,  mufk  give  to  the  country  a  decifive  fu* 
periority.  In  one  inflance  this  has  been  proved.  A  manu« 
fa£lurer  of  Norwich  gives  it  in  evidence,  t^at  he  can  buv  iq 
Nocwich,  Iriih  worfted  yam  cheaper  th^in  he  can  buy  Eng- 
)ifh,  although  it  is  fubje£l  to  five  or  fix  duties  before  it 
|-eaches  him,  and  fubje6t  alfo  to  the  expence  of  the  voyage 
and  of. the  carriage,  as  well  as  of  the  internal  duties  in  Ire^ 
«  land;  fo.that  upon  a  fair  and  juft  palcplation,  it  is  demon? 

ftrahk,  that  they  can  manufacture  worfted  yam  in  Ireland 
45  or  50  per  CQnt.  cheaper  than  in  ^England.  But,  fay 
the  witnefies  from  Ireland,  it  is  by  no  means  likely  that  Ire- 
land will  ever  eftablifli  a  cotton  manufactory  to  rival  th^t  of 
Mancheft^r.  It  would  not  be  her  intereft  to  do  fo,  and  there 
are  many  ftubborn  inconveniencies  which  fhe  h^s  to  fur- 
mount.  I  will  admit  the  fuppofition  foj  the  fake  of  argu- 
ment, though  I  by  no  means  think  it  founded  in  probability. 
But  admitting  even  that  fhe  fiiall  not  think  of  eftabliihing  a 
cotton  manufadtory,  ihe  may  iliU  by  theie  new  refolutions 
effectually  cut  off* the  Irifli  market  from  ours;  fqr  having  a 
manufacture  of  her  own  to  fubftitute  in  the  room  of  this,  flic 
pay  lay  a  duty  on  cottons,  which  by  the  principle  of  coun- 
tervailing duties  might  amount  to  a  prohibition  of  ours, 
and,  by  a  fide  blow,  annihilate  the  Manchefter  manufa&ure 
in  the  Irifli  market  at  once. 

And  tHis  leads  me  to  an  argument  which  has  been  much 
infifled  on  in  favour  of  thefe  rcfolutionsr-that  by  the  means 
of  the  new  fyfiem,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  the  merit  of  pptting  an  end  to  all  idea  of  protecting  du* 
ties.  On  what  rational  ground  does  he  claim  to  himfelf  this 
merit  I  By  the  povfrer  wl^ch  is  thus  left  to  each  country,  to 
lay  internal  duties  on  fuch  manufactures  as  they  may  covet  to 
crufli  for.  the  fake  of  advancing  a  fubftitute,  he  gives  rife  to  a 
countervailing  duty  that  will  aCt  as  a  complete,  though  indir 
reCt,  prohib:tipn ;  ;^nd  that  this  is  in  favour  of  Ireland  and  ini* 
mical  to  England,  is  evident  from  this  circumftancc,  that  by 
the  fatal  ninth  refolution  we  have  for  eyer  given  up  the  only 
remaining' hold  which  could  have  operated  as  a  proteClion 
againft  fo  obvious  and  alarming  ap  inconvenience.  Pio« 
teCting  duties,  however  threatened,  would  never  have  been 
impofed  under  the  old  intercourfe  ;  for  the  good  fenfe  of  Ire- 
land would  not  have  fuffered  thedangerof  retaliation  on  their 
(laple  commodity ;  that  danger  they  will  now  no  longer  be. 

expofed 
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expofed  to*    Bat,  fays  the  right  honourable  gentlen^oiit  '^^ 
ihall  by  this  means  bind  the  two  nations  together  in  indiflb* 
luble  bands ;  that  between  nation  and  nation  the  intercoarfe 
fhonld  be  r^olated  by  principles  of  equality  and  juftice ;  and 
that  this  ought  to  be  more  particularly  ftudied  between  na* 
tions  that  are  fifters,  as  it  were,  and  are  fo  connedled  in  in- 
tereft  and  in  blood  as  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.    To  fuch 
principles  as  thefe,  if  a£):ed  upon  with  wifdom  or  the  chance  of 
mutual  harmony,  far  would  it  be  frx)m  me  to  obje£t.     My 
objection  is,  that  the  intercourfe  is  not  to  be  regulated  by 
principles  of  e<juality  and  juftice.    Let  us  fuppofe  fair  'an4 
equal  admi£Gon  of  manufactures  into  each  country  free  of  ^ 
duties,  which  of  the  kingdoms  would  fhudder  moft  at  fuch  a 
freedom?     The  Iriih  undoubtedly.    yVe  are  to  give  them 
an  intercoQrfe  infinitely  more  beneficial  than  throwing  open 
our  ports  entirely ;  and  in  doing  this,  we  have  given  to  Ire- 
land the  power  oi  offending  us  without  referving  the  means 
even  of  retaliation,  much  lefs  bf  prevention. 

By  the  feventh  refolution  we  bind  ourfelves  in  no  future 
time  to  prohibit  the  export  of  raw  materials  "to  Ireland.  This 
is  a  meafore  which  may  be  found  highly  prejudicial  to  our 
manufa<5^ures.  In  the  courfe  of  this  femon  we  have  pafled  aa 
a6l  to  prevent  the  export  of  rabbit  ikins,  for  the  benefit  of 
our  bat  manufaftory.  May  not  other  occafions  arife,  ia 
which  it  would  highly  aife£l  us  to  fuifer  raw  materials  to  go 
out  of  our  hands  into  thofe  of  foreign  ftates,  under  the  name 
of  Ireland  ;  for  fuch  is  the  danger  that  I  apprehend.  A  cargo 
of  raw  materials  may  be  entered  at  our  cuflom  houfe  for  Ire-^ 
hnd ;  but  what  fecurity  fhall  we  have,  either  for  their  being 
carried  thither,  or  for  their  ftay  in  the  country  if  they  reach 
it  ?  Never  let  us  be  fo  weak  as  to  truft  to  generofity,  whea 
interell  is  at  (lake. 

The  ninth  refolution,  Sir,  is  that  which  I  reprobate  the 
moft,  and  in  that  no  alteration  is  made.  By  that  refolution 
we  for  ever  furrender  the  only  power  which  we  had  of  en- 
forcing the  due  performance  of  all  the  parts  of  the  bargain^ 
obligatory  on  Ireland.  By  giving  up  all  legifiative  control 
over  the  adixiiflion  of  her  ftaple  into  Britain,  we  for  ever  throw 
ourfeIve$<on.  the  mercy  of  Ireland,  and  have  no  means  of  pror 
tedling  ourfelves  againft  her  future  caprices.  It  is  by  fuch 
means  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hopes  to  prodqce 
a  lafting  amity  between  the  two  kingdoms :  he  provides  ill 
for  peace,  who  deprives  himfelf  of  the  weapens  of  war.  True 
policy  fuggeft^,  that  with  a  difpofitiou  to  be  amicable  our* 
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fdves,  we  ftootd  be  prepared  againft  the  effcfXs  of  a  contrar  j 
difpofition  in.  others. 

In  regafd  to  the  compenfation,  I  hardly  know  in  what  view 
F  of  it  to  exprefs  my  particular  reprobation.     The  exa<5tion  of 

I  a  permanent  provifion  from  Ireland  is  what  I  confider  as  a 

.  meafure  pre|;nant  with  the  moft  alarming  confequence  to  the 

;  liberties  and  to  the  conAitution  of  both  countries.     As  an 

Irifhman,  I  would  never  confent  to  grant  it ;  and  as  an  Eng* 
'  li&man,  I  cannot  accept  it.  What  Ireland  cannot  concent 
with  fafety,  England  cannot  receive  with  grace.  It  has  aU 
W^ys  been  the  Teading^  and  charafleriflic  privilege  of  our  lew 
gtflature,  and  when  I  ipeak  of  ours  in  this  inftance,  I  may  in- 
clude the  legiflatufe  of  Ireland  alfo — to  limit  all  grants  of 
fupplies  to  the  period  of  one  year.  Thus  the  fupplies  for  the 
army  are  voted  annually,  for  the  navy  annually,  &c.  for  the 
ordnance  annually,  and  fo  alfo  in  every  defcription  of  public 
expenditure  that  may  any  way  tend  to  produce  an  undue  con- 
trol over  the  fubje£t:  to  make  them  perpetual,  even  though 
^  the  application  of  them  is  to  be  left  to  the  difpofal  of  Parlia- 

jment,  h  a  meafure  to  which  I  cannot  give  my  confent :  it 
eflablifties  a  precedent  for  diminifhm^  the  fole  Kcurity  which 
the  domeAic  l>ranch  of  the  conftitution  poflefles  againft  the 
encroachments  of  the  executrve.  Annual  fupplies  are  the 
Tital  iburce  of  the  influence  and  authority  which  the  repre- 
V  lentative  body  have,  and  ought  to  have,  in  there .fpe^live  Ie» 
giflature  of  the  two  countries,  and  1  can  accede  to  no  regula* 
tion  that  has  the  operation  of  impairing  fo  invaluable  a  prirn 
kge  in  the  fmalleft  degree.  I  objed  to  this  compenfatton  on 
another  account ;  and  that  is,  that  I  do  not  think  it  worth  our 
acceptance ;  for  even  if  the  furplus  of  the  hereditary  rercnoe 
ftould  amount  to  a  fum,  which  might  be  valuable  when  apr 
plied  to  the  maintenance  of  our  navy,  what  fecurity  have  we 
that  the  Irifh  nation  niay  not  withdraw  the  fum  which  they 
now  appropriate  to  the  army?  They  now  maintain  a  very 
confiderable  part  of  our  army.  I  wifli  to  know  if  it  will  not 
be  in  their  power  to  withhold  that  fum  wheixever  they /hall 
deem  it  expedient,  after  the  eftablifliment  of  this  new  fyAem ; 
therefore  what  we  gain  in  the  one  way,  we  may  lofe  in  the 
other.  We  may  lofe  from  our  army  what  we  are  to  gain  in 
our  navy,  with  this  material  difference  ftill  exiftin^  betweep 
the  two  cafes,  that  the  fupply  which  is  now  granted  on  the 
part  of  Ireland  for  the  fupport  of  our  army«  is  granted  in  a 
manner  truly  and  perfedlly  congenial  witn  the  pra^ice  and 
fpirit  of  our  own* conftitution;  whereas  the  propofed  expe* 
dicnt  of  the  fcrvice  of  our  navy,  originates  in  a  violation  of 

both, 
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bothy  and  cannot  operate  Imt  to  the  obvious  difadvantage  of 
the  popular  department  of  the  Irifli  Government.    The  right 
honourable  gentleman  fays^  the  furplus  of  the  hereditary  re- 
venue would  be  appropriated  to  the  purchafe  of  provifions  for 
the  navy,  and  that  thus  it  would  be  beneficial  to  Ireland* 
To  this  I  have  no  objeflion;  I  think  it  would  be  reafonable 
and  advantageous*     But  to  the  permanency  of  the  grant,  I 
mud  enter  mv  niofl  cordial  and  determined  proteft.    Thtt 
right  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  here  he  would  not  truft 
to  the  generoflty  of  Ireland  for  a  compenfatioiiy  which  he 
coniiders  as  founded  in  juflice.     He  will  implicitly  truft  ta 
her  geaerofity  and  kindnefs  for  the  due  and  vigorous  execu-       ^ 
tioQ  of  the  tradelaws,  but  be  will  not  truft  to  her  generoiitj 
for  the  return  which  fhe  ihall  makd  for  his  prefent  benevo- 
lence towards  her.     In  this  I  compleatly  difter  with  the  right 
honourable  gentleman.    I  would  truft  to  Ireland  In  the  cafe 
where  he  would  not,  and  I  would'  not  where  he  would.     If 
there  is  any  nation  upon  earth,  in  whom,  on  a  point  of  ho- 
nourable compenfation,  I  would  have  implicit  confidence — it 
is  Ireland  :— but  in  the  due  performance  of  commercial  regu- 
tionsy  where  the  laws  ftand  for  ever  in  the  way  of  intereft 
and  adventure,  I  would  not  truft  to  any  people  ex  ifting«     In 
the  cafe  of  the  compenfation,  the  voice  of  all  Irebnd  would 
be  heard  in  her  Parliament.     In  the  indance  of  finifter  trade, 
it  would  be  confined  to  the  intrigues  between  fmugglers  aixl 
cuftom4)oufe  officers ;  and  neither  thegenerofity'nor  the  man* 
linefs  of  the  more  enlightened  and  polifhed  part  of  thenatioa 
at  all  would  be  concerned  in  the  difcuilion. ' 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  infinuated^  that  there 
is  an  immediate  neceflity  for  adopting  the  fyftem  which  he  has 
propofed ;  that  is  as  much  as  to  fay  in  plain  Engtifti,  he  ^as 
held  out  the  refolutions  to  Ireland,  and  the  neceflity  for 
adopting  them  has  arifen  from  his  having  done  fo»  This  is  a 
mode  01  argument  which  merits  a  great  (hare  of  countenance, 
whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  the  fa£t.  Ireland  is  no€ 
however,  I  truft,  fo  irrational  as  to  infift  upon  th%  ra/h 
and  intemperate  transfer  of  privileges,  demonftrably/ ruinous 
to  England.  *'  But,^^  fays  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
**  this  Fj^ftera  will  finally  determine  everjf  queftion  between 
**  the  two  nations,  and  nothing  can  arife  in  future  to  make  » 
^  canteft  between  thcm.7  I  call  upon  the  right  honqurable 
gentleman  to  fay,  what  fecurity  he  can  give  us  for  the  certain 
accompli fliment  of  his  prefage.  Does  he  fpeak  from  experi- 
ence? Evidently  not.,  Experience  of  the  firfl,  which  I 
conceive  tp  be  the  beft  criterion  by  which  to  determine  the 

•  •  •  probability 
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probability  of  the  future,  is  againft  him.  When  the  noble  Lord 
in  the  blue  ribband,  in  the  year  178c,  opened  to  the  Irifli  the 
trade  of  our  colonies,  the  Parliament  of  that  country  declared 
themfelves  fully  gratified,  and  thanked  his  Majefty  in  terms 
,  of  the  utmoft  gratitude  and  apparent  fatisfadion.     In  a  few 
months  however  their  voice  was  heard  again.    In  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  which  I  made  a  part,  their  legiflature  was  de- 
clared to  be  independent;  and  in  addreiles  from  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  they  profefied  themfelves  fo  entirely  content, 
as  not  to  confider  it  poflible  that  any  fubfeqiient  queflion  of 
{>oliticaI  divifion  could  arife  betvreen  the  two  kingdoms.  Yet 
in'  thfc  very  i>ext  feffion  they  gave  indications  of  new  diflatis- 
faflion,  and  farther  concefCons  were  made.    How  are  men 
to  ai^ue  from  thefe  fa<^s  ?  One  would  imagine,  that  the  tnoft 
efieaual  and  fatisfaftory  method  of  quieting  the  apprdien- 
fions,  or  relieving  the  exigencies  of  a  diftrefled  country, 
would  be  that  of  appealing  to  their  own  tedimony  for  a 
knowledge  of  their  circumftances;  to  colleifl  information 
from  themfelves ;  to  defire  them  to  ftatc,  in  their  own  per- 
Ibns,  the  meafure  of  their  calamities,  and  the  befl  expedients 
for  the  relief  of  them.    This  wasprecifdy  the  way  purfued 
heretofore.    The  conceffions.  were  granted  on. the  declara- 
tions of  the  heft  informed  men  in  the  land — men  liie  befl  qua- 
lified  to  know  the  ftate,  the  wants,  and  the  expectations  of 
the  kingdom.    Mr.  Hufley  Burgh  and  Mr.  Grattan^  names 
which  no  man  could  mention  but  with  the  flncerefl  and  moil 
cordial  refpedl,  were  the  authorities  on  which  England  pro- 
ceeded, and  on  which  fhe  relied.   But  thisj  it  feems,  however 
fpecious  and  natural,  was  not  the  proper  method  of  afcertain* 
ine  the  wants  or  wifixes  of  another  kingdom;    The  true  and 
only  means  of  finally  concluding  all  dilputes  with  Ireland,  is 
to  (end  aftfanger  there,  and  6rder  him  to  addrefs  himfelf  to 
their  Senate  in  fuch  language  as  this :  "  Hear  me^^  ye  men  of 
ignorance  and  credulity  I     You  know  nothing  of  what  you 
want,  what  you  wi(h,  or  what  would  be  goo^  for  you — 
truft  yOurfelves  to  me — I  am  perfeft  maflet  of  all  your  in- 
firmities^—here  is  tlie  fpecific  that  will  cure  you,  the  infalli- 
ble noftf  urn  for  ill  ailments.'*    It  feems  that  this  is  the  only 
conciliatory  expedient  for  adminiftering  to  the  relief  of  a  dif- 
ordered  llate — not  to  fuiFor  the  inhabitants  to  fpeak,  but  to 
fend  a  man  anwngft  them  ignorant  at  once  of  their  exigen- 
cies, their  grievances,  and  their  policy,    to  propofe  wi^d 
fchemes  of  extravagant  fp^culation,  and  prefcribe  for  the  dif- 
order,  without  the  painful  tedioufnefs  of  trying  to  undcrftsnd 
it.    In  compliance  with  this  hew  idea,  Mn  Or de,  an  Englilii 

gentleman. 


LHlDfichuk  Ibr  diB  tine^  rifai  y^>  ami  pt«fv6&«  At  vf(  fdfe* 
kittoftft  tiAlch  fae  ^>iadpBs*  Hhvfelf  to  cMrry:  into  cemplete  nnry 
itttittt.:;  ^tefererohitfabft  are  brought  to  £ii^»r4  ftfltf  ftft^ 
nrcwDitdip  difeaKon  ane  iaannpletriy  $kti  f^miMicnuMf  iU 
ttt-e^*  Upoa  thJlTe  nfdflCioiti  ifae  nght  h^neiinible  g0i)t)^<^ 
ttantfaiBk^  Utifelf  Warrahtei  tb  fvf  xiM  the  fjrftafHwiH  b« 
inal,  iTlie  right  konmifiihh  geflfcleniiiii  fiNi4,  he  maft  h9l1^e  A 
fwad.  «£  tsredulity  who  Beliem  ftU  thi»  (tv.idonctf  which  thf 
imntfaAurersihai  ghr«n  at  dM  bavi  In  Ukt^  nfsmner  I  (aji 
lbat.bte«Miftklvo  aftiiM  <tf .  ci|9d«ility  ln4€r%^  wbp  can  bfr 
Ueva^mi  iW^h  pramiAi  that  ^  Irjib  will  b*  omtopt  ^ith  thit 
^ftofd^  QTitiiiitt-ibe  g^ri^ral  int^Mia  of  both  oouairks  caa  hf 
promote  by^  ita  eftaUiihrnenf. 

^<  k 'i«  poi&hlcv''  %ii  thtf  aight  hikntM:vnM«  f  ^ntlevuui^ 

^  Uuit  lyit  i^ottatry  ma j  lofr  .wjiftt  another  pia v  gaUu^    1  ani 

*^T  to agroo  tfitkhth?  fi^t  befioiirahlagthuamani  that  iH 

tmiiar  flQyanMft&ni^  p^.^voa  ip  tho  fama  m^mSsiibxre,  otl# 

ot^oQtnr  might  opep  ^hfUiMls  of  commavoe  unkaqwn  to  ancN> 

Ihejpi  tM  one  acquire  vi^a  without  the  ^her  {^tbi'mg  (Ur 

miiiutiQi^ :  b«t  ic  io  hap^nv^  that  betweefv  £f^Ui|(l  and  Utr 

latK^^undor-  thefe  refel^tionfi^  thia  catinot  be  the  cale4  ^  Theif 

chamials .  of -oonfumptioi^  «re  pi?acif9ly' tfta  (aiyiefi  ond  a  mu* 

tual  pgrtitifatioo  19  ^  mt^Mta  U  the  le^iog  principle  of 

the  agra^meat^    Iretaady  tbeieierf^  cdnaot  make  a  fingle.acr 

qaifitite^bflU  to  the  pfopettkati^te  lofs  of  EdgjaBdy.    I  deff 

the  rigbt  luinoiirabte.geiitleaiAn  to  meiHionany  pile  articl^ 

and  he.  husilidt  toent^ld^oiitf  kft  which  irabuid  apajr  gaio 

wirhoQt  Ei%Iaild  fwfierin^a  kft*    Tbii«  Sir,'  coiiftipjtes  ti^ 

ilStinfk  agd  proniineAt.  ovidence  of  the  ipipgji|cy  of  the  (yt- 

tern.    It  it  this  whiah  w't^  fiir  up  jealoufj  Utw^  the  tw^ 

countries,  and  make  Engiifhtn^n  and  Inibinea  look,  at  onf 

another  wifh  cold  h^ptdanA  .ruTpicious^eyeK    If  any  pne 

thhfg  deitiaiidtf  liiore  th«a  another  tlie  ^auCfqQs  delil^^iopi 

of  &t  Committee^  it  J»that  of  goarding  againft  iniidioi^fp    . 

compeliti«flfr;  to  fake  «#ro  thatthe  new  tj&Wk  ibaU  not  mak^ 

the  doiihtriea  mala  inftead  ^*friend$*  1 

Aootfa6r  objeAkm  requims  a  «iore  fati^a^ory  anfwe^  than 

it  has  y)^t  obtained.    Wi$  hdy6  gode  grm  leiigtb^fbc  t}i|k 

ftippraffioii  of  fimg^itig^  tni  have  leaded  our  ^9nftit\]ttt^f9 

With  %  ePteimCation  tM  j9f  al  nSoft  he^y  and  iinc^oal  kin4 

merdy  fw  erofb  the  cciiltr^tiid  trade  on  our  ccfiAi.    Upon 

the  yor^  bed  of  a  iteft  opj^eftr^  mi  vi1aqtiitfib)pe«pedieat 

hr  the  preyerilion  of  ftl«^M»  #e  ai^  prMnrinft  to^alopt  a 

Vol-  Xvm,  Q.q  ^* 
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ttew  YyffiAn,  thai  will  give  ta  every  fpeetes  of  "Ais  inHn& 
and  contraband  commerce  ten  times  the  vigbur  and  the  fjt* 
ner^lity  that  4t  ever  poilefled  in  the  country*  This  It  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  confifteiocy.  In  onti  yeir  he 
h>ad$  the  fubjeds  with  the  moft  intolersdile  im^ofitioo  to 
which  they  were  ever  expoied ;  and  the  fingle  motive^  as 
livell  as  the  only  poffibk  excufe  ibr  itis  this,  tfa^'  ptevtntioD 
'  of  fmuggling.  The  next/  he  introduces  a  new  meafiire,' tht 
6bvious  atid  ufidetiiable  tendency  of  which  is,  t9  endouhige 
all  illicit  trade  to  an  e)ctent  hitherto  unknown  in  any  period 
of  our  hiftory  ;*  for  by  iiieantf  <sf  this  new  tiit6roonrfe>  no 
law$>  no  watchfulnefs,  no  penalties  f^ill  have  powek-  enough 
to  prevent  the  revival  of  every  fort  of  contraband  trade.  I 
ihall  mention  onlv  a  Angle  article  or  two^  to  fliew  you 
<  the  facility  which  tnefe  new  Kfolutiohs  will  give'to  the  exer- 

Cife  of  irmucp|;Kf)g*  At  prefent.  To  anxious  are  we  to  guard 
iigainit  the  iHicit  importation  bf  French  gl<}ves»  that  we 
have  had  recodHe  to  a  prevention  of  unexiunpled  rigdir  and 
Ieyerity«  Befides  the  penalty,  which  is  uncommonly  high, 
the  perfon  in  whole  cuftody  lufpe£^ed  gloves  are  found,  is 
obliged  to  prove  that  they  were  made  in  ttiis  country.  The 
cftus  prpbandi  lies -upon  the  perfon  aocafed,  an  kiftance  of  fis- 
, verity  unknown  to  the  gfenetal'  penal  provificili  of  our  fta- 
tntes*  When  this  communication  wifh  Ireland  is  opened, 
what  tirill  be  the  confequence  ?  The  perfon  has  only  to  fay 
that  they  n  re  Irifli.  It  will  be  in  vain  that  you  oAl  upon 
*him  to  prove  that  they  are  manufadhired  thette-*-and  dius 

?ou  wifl  have  articles  of  every  kind  poured  in  upon  yoo. 
ilk  (lockings  is  another  article  of  the  fame  kind.  I>iftmc« 
tiohs  will  be  impradicable ;  and  ievery  fpeciesof  light  goods, 
bf  fmall  ]^kage  and  eafy  transfer,  "^ill  flow  in  upon  us,  to 
the  ruin  of  our  manufa£lures« 

I  fliall  conclode.  Sir,  with  fupplicating  the  Comnofttee  to 

*take  time  to  deliberate,  and  to  inquire  fully  before  they  decide 

en  this  fyftem,  which  muft  make  an  entire  revolution  in 

'the  whole  fyftem  of  Britifli'  commense.     We  have  fisen  the 

benefits  of  delay.  Let  us  be  wife  from  experience.  It  istm- 

poffible  that  Ireland  can  objoft  to  our  defiring  a  fober  delibe- 

tatibn  on  a  fubje£t  fo  infinitely  important*     It  is  faid,  that 

'   Ireland  is  out  of  temper,  and  that  fhe  has  been  irritated  al- 

^moft  beyond  her  bearine.     Minifters  are  anfwerable  for  this 

( irritation,  if  fuch  i  rritation  exifts*    The  violences  which  they 

committed  in  Ireland  deferve  tiie  nioft  marked  and  general 

rreprobatioiu    Tlieir  attacks  on  th^  liberty  of  the  prefs ;  their 
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aiteMliff  to  tmvaiit  the  logaland  qutet  meetiiiis  of  4Rnin«-. 
ties  tadtlibefate^il^  the  heft  peaceable  means  of  amending: 
thehr^eficMnt  r0preiiiiitation«;  tlheir  proceeding  au^ainft  men- 
bf  ffMkaafjr  afttacbttkent :  all^were  vioien^^es  which,  perhaps, : 
^nay'hk^  itiflMied  Iiebnd,  -»d  now  Miniflers  acre  ddirour 
of  avoi^Dg'CheconieqiieQOeffof  improdeiit  ^niViIt  bVimpm-'* 
dent  coiicfSMfi «—  bat  leo  us  be  cautious  how  we  affift  them: 
HI  a  ddfign'whicb  maf  evmtuaUy  turn  out  atf  infidious.  to* 
that  eouany  ai'it  would'  be  miaous  to  this ;  a  defign  which 
ma^  l^etil^ips,  involve  ia  it  another  commutation,  and  that 
a  'inoii^  pernicious  otie^  even  that  well-known  and  unitetr 
fidly^^xeented  meaftim  which  now  bears  that  name— a  com^i 
motarion  ^  b^Iifli  coHmn^roe  for  Iriih  flavery.  i 

Let  us  vemember,  that'  att  •  the  manufaduring  communi-  * 
ties  of 'Bfflaiil  axe  avowedly  '^gainfl  the  fyftcm«.    So  general* 
anuiiiea  •.uev^rxook  place  as  on  this  occafioiu    So  large  :^ 
fl  umber  ^  petttions  never  were  prefented  from  the  manufac^; 
tyiers  on  any  feiwer  occafion;  smd  what  is  Aill  more  re- 
markable, th«re  is  but  one  foUcary  inftance  of  any  manufac- 
turing body  hiwing  expiefliNl  a  fyllabk  in  its  favour.    Ther'  \ 
roice  of  the  whole  cpuntry  is,  tne«fore,  againft  the  refolu* 
tjotts.-    It  is  whhia  thememory  of  sjil  men,  that  fometimat 
ago  the  ririit  hoooorahileigentleiuan  was  an  advocate  for  tho! 
voiced  the  People ~  <<  What^?j  fiiid:  he,  when  a  number  of 
pet4tiofif  wore  piefented  wainft  the  India  bill  which  I  had^ 
the  hottoor  to  move^  ^  wiUyou  perfiflin  this  bill  againft 
^  the  yoior  of  the  People?  Will  you  not  hearken  to  the  pe-' 
^  titioM  upon  your  table  V^^*^  It  was  ever  my  opinion,,  Sir,: 
tha^  pesitioiit  motdd  •  be)  heard,  ;and  moft  feriouily  attendedi 
to;/ but  it  wa84iot  my  opinloiii  that  they  ihouid  always  be, 
impli^y ^«onpHed  with*  *  A  diftin&ion  fhould  be  made  b&< 
tweea  petitions,  as  temporary  ciieomftimces,  or  the  caufual*: 
ties  imder  wfaidi  they  ase(preftnted,.ihonId  biggeft;  and  I 
fiKKdd  certainly  be  at  all  tifaies  more*  inclined  to  pay  refpe£k 
to  them, -when  they,  applied^toiubjefb  of  which  the  petiV 
tioners'coold,  'from^thsir  habits  or  otberwife,  be  confidered 
as  c6mpe(eht  judges-^ much  more  fo,  beyond:  all  queilion, 
than*  when  they  fpoke  merely  from  vagpie^reprefentatitnisi 
and  on  topics,  with  which  they  had  no  means,  of  being  at 
all  converfant.  -  The  right  honourable  gentleman  is  of  a  con*? 
trary  opinion.    It  is  oidy  when:  they  come  againft  the  Indiat 
foil!  that  h6  thinksithem-worthy  of  notice,  r  When  hundreds 
of  tboufands  come  to  our  bar,  deprecating  the  coantenatioe^ 
#f  a  fyftem,  whiehy  £nDni*  their  own  k^owkdgr,:  they  prot 

<^q  a  f^c)unce 


PASVIAMBiNTAfRV  Anolht^ 

jiMomtoU  wnom  to  ifae  wjniiftawm  ¥  BntiiPiWii» 

tfpaftft  tlwQ  with  ifiMi«;Uuiig  th^  flieMi  ^.fewfiff  IMlBt.lhMi 

the kfoSi  vp^nin tjimhonfe^  ba^ie»nMbiiM;ifiw».di».i^^ M*. 
mrarahip^geiifcleffkw  fK»ryiJ^wiei.iofi< jdl  JbreatmiM  MiAP^ig*- 
nitty  thai  tbs  kKwsarocmm  dtei»d>4^httTg^rtw  4wii^*W»kr9^ 
0$  the  i|igftcQnt;sa^wuaj|M3ii«ki]liram  Thwp^ 

lAdfiUigefic^  on.  thpir  tefptdkmt  maouftiiftwm  P^ffilHrlP  jivt 
weight  ta  their  pgfcU4Qo<.a»  yeU  .ii»<Q^rtieig  OT«lmt»  'MdE^<^ 
<Mfiive.th«tm  BDtooiy  a  ikoeiiil ho<tfuig»?  bvan  lmSk$MoHt^ 
i^ard.  ThA  righc  hoiiouiiabfe  pmlMiai^.lM^^^ 
dsra  tfafi  ¥oi(eo£ilifi  P^mplenoofly  att;|Krr9A  iwd>owwBaii(d^g 
iiltera  it  kexattnl^wiftithiqgs  ^{mnwhiduithilrpAlitioiiMii 
ar^  aot  oompciB^  tflb  dedxlo.  For  ki^uii^m^iit.  Mihfltt:4tldi« 
gulkoMH  (vrh%  I  dar»  %<  dmiinip.thie  «agfit«f  ^p«to<P« 
ta  tht  India  hiU^  Jiiio.  fi^iMKl;i»titiocNi  ^^piiaA  i(>  Iwm  ^  iW 
bfti^  tkej' ha4:  heeiL  aftfid  7€..thc^'4ii^a&ld)toitot.bitlt..«Mk 
Iht  J  had  JoMsod  in  (hfi^ft^8iD#u«%w«aldvlhbi?.t9ftiQ^^ 
in  thftoii0x:jifa:h)9flre^  hoeoi  ^e^ii^jof  Kh^!failir«ilti^%Qk9i% 
the  niteieAft  of  tkiir  imitiqE^  iMOTfeAwf*?  -fiftely  4M« 
|a  the  006  Q8b.th«y  ^ketinrtR!^hift:id»]e«<fa^9i4|:M;.^w% 
what  tktty  oon>ci9bui;odl;.  iart^rofciMbri^  fcogi  ;wiiHt!>the)>kjw jg » 
ituk  the  OMtiitiiitfiithiQk  thht.fclmr  faiMil^re^/thiiiMMi* 
cheft^  iiuau&auKe>..ld^  Mr. i&ichir#»iifft«ni  M3Qi<4lV^ 
ke&?-t^t)C  tha  km  maaufeS^tee^v  th«&  chci  ymtkotn  iNm  3M 
bavft  boud  thi%<byi  iy^vtit  ofioW^  dthm*  tinipiifc<)im%,  •  i||a» 
4BAf«cfoi«  ifib»kt^«  ffel^i;thbkiiVeidiil)'lh»ttii4y^'iai4«8^ 
ku-kfldthAir  iurfinnpa  in  tk»  pngiii^^y/ilf  ^wie^ d«^  i^iMr' fapH 
ter,  latus  ia  i^he  lUiiiOt  of.  iMliubn  dtfcibi^y zqnr  iy)^<WCTm% 

^f  nt^  tet-i3adeIih»aioe^:M«i»t^l»tifwto  tUlih  M»^ 

4ft.  Our  (iacLGm  wiU  M«  horlefsl  ftficaeib9«f  Aw  M*t  ^ 
ftfi^tofiinqaky;;  Qoc'if  it^aAttfel)|ia(taii)frovi^ivlwa^:tf^ 
4  diia.7  vhkzh^ofidft  ffimadoixiikal  lQirdmKiltdilo«ftp»». . 
'.  Biftrrji  r  fif  irri-iij  Mr ■  fji Ihnitj  it  imiji  nnf  ha  npntfi  in 
(giggeftito  g«^fekmfl^.tbi|ttha^«ftetia  aliibjtA  fwH^mimlk 
Ibo w  all  oihftia»  pmatdfarvalitiefi  citfa«itipas4'iil|tariM»M» 
•ughtitobstofeaU^  ei^hiMlKd..  Thisi  ia  not  .a  if$M9fkn6f^ 
ibttd|(ikuggblM\«emiiwi.anilbttwiy  .aicootiil  &«  po^vm^  Mt 
ibd iMx». vr4c  of  indiniiaii^'. K^hkiam. i  It  iaaqaettM 0I  itfl 
Jttd  <teth  &m*^ii^cmMMb-xiai  ^  tfetfltfcialiWHAlMeof 

'  *  •   :    I    1^  Britaia 
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^  J«|gai(tlcm«  ftrip  thfloaMves  #t  oooe  «t  prejadteeil  otiil 

pffdikt^loASEt^leK  ttem  fuard  their  miiidd  equ^ly-ngainft  an 

wio^^ari  Qf«i^ry4ei|9miiiittiaiH  whetb^r  of  political  ffm^ 

flthy  iMlb  rtbe  MiaiiW,  ^  <tf  attachment  to  oppofirioii--^ 

wWhtr  of  iiidt  vidM  mff^  ^f  gwitlemeli  on  thut  fidb  of  tbi 

W«ii<6ff  oc  m  ihif^klt  tbflan  neceUed^  that  the  Miutftejchat^ 

^j  U^  QQiKlud  tbia.  (by,  4iftWjn  ft|i4  dtomiftrated  to  tbt 

Houfe^  ;(ha^i|n|4i€it  cokifidanc^  in  hi^i  isas^gerousaajkit 

«lifgf4;  tiialinftU4^)ky  is  tiQ  morr  the  prerogative  of  the 

fight  hanciiNrable  gemi^aian  than  of  the  itA,  ^  the  worU« 

H^  haa  «iftro4«lped  fniteea  new  pfopdfitioii^  the  general  ob^ 

^  <i£  wM(b  il  tQ  iWf ed  and  to  ^vnltfy  hi»  origtmi  fyAemi 

apd  the  ^iftiMhMr  aim  of  fooie  of  which  it  to  change  tlie  very- 

fffaiicf#iViiMiiliaf««t«f;hi9f«^  Let  ua  fup{K)fe» 

thf% idler  liiiii'priMeilpW'ef  impUeit conMence  had  prevailed 

in  the  minda  of  |g9iiAlfMrH  .when  tkia  fyUem  was  originaUy 

l«9pcM.|ir'the  H0fi»(li^.  if  they  had  acceded  to  the  pro.porir 

%m%  m  tjhe  <he|!»  m4  foiMmien  tit  wl^ich  thsv  «me.  at  fitft 

piefMitMl^aiidtbat  i|  wafBcfor  a^long  tinie  the  Miiufter*s  ioteftr 

Ikm  t<^  (ibtr^  tjmm  «p0n-  tto  Ho«fe  i»ttb  all  tbdr  origitial 

MfiioiiiM  ai|)M  lh#ir  liead>  k  well  toe^en  to  ufl  a^^ 

amM)  .whef  liinovM  hxft  fi^Uowed  f    Wby^evideiltiy  thcs^ 

That  tliiec09id«MeiW,ftipefedf  woulibaiie  Ard  gemtlenoa  to 

4%that^  «W<Ai  in  lbe'i»pieiieii  of  tbeiMiiiiitet  himfelf ^  wtiuM 

hwte  be*  HTfei^    Leff  tbia  ogwBpfe^  theMfbre^  of  the  der 

m0liftf8tf^rM(|o(^9l9lvWgii4  peril  whilrb  cefdtsfrom  bbfid 

I!f9d^le6|juifi  «flkd  tiM) ,  total:  ce%iii]Uoii  of  perfonal  j^algemeei^ 

waxagwijtleaaen  hfw«  tjiey  ftitt'iiM  the  fine  enrt>ra  fisand 

time.    Tkd^  Mb>iisir  binlelf  teUa  them  thia  day,  that  tbey 

w<ij«bt{«M».bMa  im  tk0  gioSift  «td  moft  pemttiouaemr  in 

>^hicb'^  l^iiibi^>re  •of  a  ^fcfBtt  counttry  tveie.erer  involved, 

if  rtiey^  M  wiAid  efitiffel^  tQ  bim  on  aibimier  oecafiom    I 

will'ialcii.  aQ>oi»  me  to»  tell  (hem  that  their  'eri)oir»  #U1  not.  ht 

k^gt^fk^  aaa'fef^  penH!c«e«i^*if  they  trufrbimitoo  isapl*- 

citty  oiv^Ht}    I  AM.^nkf  ^  Skp  that  he  who  can  ondm- 

ftand  fia  CfWlf)Jtoaj|e4  and  foeat^ofive  a  fribjed-iifKOft  i>fliglslt 

and  tranfient  a  view  of  It,  pofiefles  an  inteUeft  npe  codaBaop 

to  ^  geoeralr^bedy;  ^li>Mkiii4  ^ttd  ^rbidH^ertatfify  cannot 

be  ^  f  wmJ.  ebaia#eriA«e  of  tkda  Hmtifew :  ;For  one^  I  tm 

truly  fty,  h^m^p^lRfy  ao«mderABhdingo€ jiifinitriy  m6di 

ffnickfieib  aiii  aoimen  than  any  to.  which  I  pieeeo4    Ue 

]^'i9i|iwibrtbftp»lp^ttQoe  wij|:bevt  Mwferftandkic  tbun, 
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h  guilty  6pfa<^  a-  iieferttcffi  of  his  dtitjr'and  liis  patriotifin  at 
no  fublequent  penitence  can  p^Sftly  idonc  for — He  fiaStiiicu 
the  commerce  of  Great  Brithiri  at  the  fhriDe  of  private  par- 
tiality, and  fells   his  country  for  the  whiftling  of  a  name. 
TheMinifter  wWo'exafts,  and  the-  member  irho  -lUimtts  to 
fo  diigraceful  an  obedience,  are  eqtaHy  criming.    The  man 
trho,  holding  th^  firft  feat  in  His  Majefty^s  Geuticil^  can 
ftoop  to  (o  difgraceful  and  f^acibus  a'  canvas,  a§'  to  rdft  his 
minifterial  exiftence  ^n  the  deciiion  of  a  great  national  qoef- 
tion  like  this,  moft  be  whollv  loft  to  all  Tenfe  of  dignity,  of 
character,  or  manly  patriofimi;  arid  he  who  aequiefces  in 
it  from  any  other  indocement  but  that  of  cawtioo»  amd 
ftncetie  convi^ion,  furr^ders  every  claim  to  the  rank  and 
eftimation  of-  an  honeft  and  independent  member  of  Parlia- 
liient,  and  finks  into  the  meamiefs  and  degradation  of  a  isere 
minifterial  inftrument,  uinw^rthy  the  fituation  of  a  femtor, 
ind  dtfgraceful  to  the  name  of  ad  EngliAman. 
Mr.  Jen.        Mr.  Jtnklnffin  iaid,  that  in  the  amendments  fliade**4n  the 
tUfott,       propofitions,   the  right  honourable  gentfenan  (Mr.  Fox) 
arrogated  to  himielf  a  merit  that  by  no  ffteans  Mon^^  to 
him.    The  alterations  made  were  in  confequ6nee  of  a  foller 
deliberation,  and  the  circmnftances  which  arefe  lA  the  couife 
of  the  various  examinations.    H^  had  alio  tdtM  vti  o|^ior- 
tnnity  of  alluding  perfonaliy  to  hhn;  but  in  no  infianoe 
could  he  charge  him  with  any  thing  mom  than  a  ikeady  and 
^ithfiii  attachmonr  to  the  party  with  ^hom  be  had  the  ho- 
nour to  a£V«  Much  had  been  faid,  and  a  great  weight  laid  on 
the  number  of  petitions  which  appeared  againft  the  pvefent 
meafiire;  biit  tofhew  how  little  j^tlemen  w«r6  intfeled  t« 
pride  themfetves  oh  that  eirccimftance,  be  took  the  pains  to 
.make  out  a  lift  of  the  number  of  petitions  prefented  vgkscSt 
the  propofitioni^  which  paflbd  in  favour  of  Ireland  during  the 
adminiilrotion  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband.    On 
that  occafion  fifty  •fix  petitions  were  prefented;  and  on  tbe 
prefent,  of  which  fo  much*  had  been  faid,  the  ninnber  was 
no  more  than  fixty^four.    He  concluded  with  expreffiog 
himielf  ftrongly  in  fiivour  of  coming  to  a  decifion  without 
'any  farther  delay. 
Mr.  Dtnp-      Mr.  Dempfttr  (aid,  inf  the  exhaufted  flate  which  the  Houie 
*>-^*  muft  feel  then^felves  at  fuch'  an  hour,  he  would  be  much  to 

*blame  if  he  detained  them  long,  and  vrould  content  himfdf 
with  expf^ilng  the  fatisfiSion  he  felt  in  the  alterations  this 
night  proposed  inche  refolutioas;  at  the  fame  time  remarii- 
'  ing,  that  there  were  alfo  other  objefts  of  much  concern  to 

both 
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both  couiMKlies  which  ^ofj^.  to  be  indu^  io  tbeprefent 

anaogiemfiot :  one  Dekttyl  (o,  tjiie  fiflieries  on  the  coaft^  in; 

which  iitncfa  difturbunce  cominnally  prevailed)  by  the  Iriih 

fiulors  f poiliiig  the  net9  Muiothef wt»  iU-rtreattc^  the  English 

fiihermeny  and  the  latter  ffif^niog  in  their  tmn*    He  then. 

reaidarefohHion,  ¥fbich.he  inteadedto  {irpppfe  to  the  Houfe^ 

on  thi$.  I«hje£b»    Another  fubje^  whiph.  ho  .thought  Thguidt 

aUb  be  attended  to  on  this  occafion  was,  a^  Oxcraordtnai/t 

dtttjr  i«ipofed  in  Irehmd  on  Britifli .  lawns  >and  lii^en  ffsuizofi*; 

This  he  ftated  to  have  taken,  plfiqe,  at  a  time  wji^n  Ireland 

was  sAuated  by  vindi^tivi^  inptives  agaioft  $cotlan4>  where 

thitmanufefikaretwasifialAwiiibi^g  iia(p«    : 

.  Lord  ;JV#r/^  replied  to.  Msfje^iiifonr  bjy  fiatingt  that  !»•  U 

fofoe  alarm  anfing  on  ]the  {khji^oi  t)ie  pn^pQ&ions  whicK 

were  Q&red  in  favour  of  Irolaind  wber  he  wa#  ^minifier^  S^ 

vend  p^tiiipui  were.  pisfefiDedi  perly  p9  t^.the  number  of 

fifty-dx,  fbpi  the  ev^t.  wraii  that 

feUowed  ^Pj.  aa  the  mtiire  JJMi^iipfa 

fnaaufa&nr^rS)  an  Irifliragpott  aod 

fo  that  thc^  petitKHU  c^o:^  ^ainfi, 

have  jie^u  the  e^ctent  of  the  .j^ropo: 

the  pmpofitions  them(ely/e$f  r.His 

marki«|^.  the  time  of  th^  OM>rning 

eng;^g  it  (elf  in  fo  inu^na^ta 

perfc^.ooBfideration  which- tli^y  mT 

jed  wliicb  came  in  its  piteieac,  u 

movedy  <'  That  the  chaii^fufto  rW        .    _  . 

^'  iit  ;|gain^  and  then. that  tk^  u      js  adjourn.' 

.   The  Lor4  Advocaie  (poke  on  jf      \mt  ^pic  as  Mr.  Denip- 

^r,  and  pceiled  the  ty^osOSxy  of       podiiig  to  thefe  conii^ 

n^^iopt.  .V.  ...:,)) 

Tha.  jcry  then  becocning  very  1  for  Xhequeftion  in  tlie 
Miniiler'^  fide  of  the  Houfe,  N^^  ,/>x  rode  and  aflured.thole  Mr 
gentlemen  who  feemed  fo  .exceedingly  defi^oua  of  coming  to 
an  ifTue^  that  if  after  all  that  had  been  faid,  they  perfevered 
in  oppofing.  an  adjournment,  they  muil  make  up  their  minds 
ro  waittqaaay  hours  loi^r,  though  it  was  th^n  five  p*clockt 
for  they  veie  divi4ing  on  a  queftion  pf  the  utmoft  impor* 
tance  to., this  CQWaXry,  the  confequence  of  which, ..If  once 
adopted^  would  be.  extremely ,  prejudicial.  Then,  addreffing 
hjmiislf  to  the  Chairman,  he  tokl  him  that  he  muil  inilft  on 
his  prefixing' order  in  the  Committeq;  the,  queftion  was 
big  with  mia  to  the  fubjeds  of  this  empire,  ai;id  ihould  be 
moil  feriouiiy  attfj(ided  to* 

Mr. 
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p.pe^tions  wene  not 

I  arranged  bet,ween  the' 

rMaj^ly's  ly^iniAers; 

It,  was  fuppofed  mighc 

HIS,  not  in  {st&  againft 

^rdihip'  thesi,  after  re^ 

which  the  limk  was 

ki&op,,and  the  v^ery  im^ 

'  enaM^  to.  giv^  a  fub- 

j  fo  lately  beforf^  thenif 

I  progrejTs,  afli^  leave  to 


F«, 


Mr.  Dull.    '  iin-Dmiil^p  (IM,  tim  tlie  Q|>iM«iiuice  of  the  ncMn^  «m. 

good  fpirite';  ther^'Wtt  c&m  tMhii^  id  pniif«iit  die  Tight 
bdciburabto  ^MllMiUft  ^om  entinafaiiiig'thMi  frhh  a  fpttch 
of  tWd  dr  ihiM  h6lii^9  if. ho  «houg)ir-j>i'«(itr9  k  wotiactr- 
<!timftiitee  to  whHth  h^  was,  utMilMicid^  xttitht-HiMAtu^ 
ibinly  dwaysiMt^he  giwceft  ptbirfafci  in J)^rih^:.6Hii»  H» 
ftiatttd  th<»  Whokf  of  the  (^ppoBxion  ais  cmhr  irWaddl  fb»  cfo* 

M«i9  hut  WfpAntiht  them  tidli 

Mr.RiffVy.  '  M^  Jt^st^  i^oti^t  that  'MftnAei'  of  ptocttediAg*  hf  no 
'^  means  the  beft  dn.  fo  gral^  ttrtd  ilfiport-&M««'>Aibjod:<^ 
«  ' -  'it '^ettaidly'  Welt' defer ved  thtt>  afflikdce  of  every*  man 
M  the  Roofe^l  but  when  gentibhifeily  iilAejlii  6f  eofitfibutinj; 
fheipcounre),  and  ertcoufa^h^  ocheli^  e^  do  the*  ftmOy  fttf 
^tedbA  iff  «hat!  Wir^  which  wa$  Mtely  to'irritaM  afld  ififlaoMv 
Very  tittfe  wn  «o  be  expo£ted<frotn'«he  cofiik  itf  thinr  deln 
herations.  He.  Was^  by  ^no  neans  IntUnod  to  omi^t^  any 
deeffion  on  this  (^h)e<ft  at  >vefellC^  tii4  wiAled  fev  liMo  to 
eooifMire  aftd'cdnfider  the  iiewpropefitioii»  tbil  daf  dAted. 
'  Some  aMcMaKM  hei«,  tode  |da^  hetwoen  Lo#d  Ff^derie 
Catn^Ml  lind  Mti  V^iier^  in  wM^h  Mr.  Nofth  Md  Sif 
WMl{^imC)ui)irtighfltnelpoloetoi>rder«^  At  Itngtrh  Mv*  Vy« 
nef  heffigalb(kii«d''to  fpeok,  d^etdMidV  that  llbr  his  pun,  ht 
could  hafttf  M  prete^ifion  to  tn  opinion  mi  the  prribnf  ^iie^ 
tioffy  when  two^tiiertorth#firft  abilities  In  rtio  bovifo  (Lord 
North  and'Mr.  Fox).  aiekdowMged  that  theft  were  pofts  in 
the  new  propofitidntf  which  vbef  did  AOt  iiiidepftMd%  He 
ma$  hot  aihame^I  to  eofiMif  the  fatii#,  nor  need  tm  k«  ^k- 
wan]  in  confefflng^  thsi^  his^iDind  was  ae  ikMtek- etilMraflo^ 
and  his  opinions  as  much  upon  the  float,  as  thoi^of  aUt 
gentfeman  ht  thehonfe/  He  was  thorefero  weft  ptoftftd  tba'c 
the  hmMo  Lord  hiA  fpared  him  tho  tfMble  64  mmrmf  te 
1»«e  the  debate  ad|]oufiiod|  and  in  this  h#  hoped  tlii  iMufe 
wotitd  agree. 

Mr.Scott.  Mr.  5r«f /  itiade  foiAe  okferVa^fiotis  Oft  the  AidNlMiry  ft^ 
eetiffig  which  thohotioaraMe  gentleman  wifliMiA  this  cafe 
to  adopt,  which  tlfight  ho  pm^fif  tsdlod  Vy«Mt^  AMdge^ 
meitt-^Aml  as  to  the  tetnporifing  exyedtewt^  atflrhMsd  fd  i 
mMo  Lord,  iif  beifig  fottsfied,  if  He  ]nt>yidod  fo¥  A^  M^ 
fiorf  of  Otto  fenion,  rie  was  BOprofte^ffHfo  tnOT'CowKi  AOC  pe 
cxeixffrfified  in  thi9  care,  as  it  aMieafed  iShOt  tIM  ndldt  -Lor^ 
^d  not  wifh  tbts  hoteefo  to^paft  titd  j^ftffift  <i4fo4f  ^  ^ 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Brickd^  fiid,  it  was  /iumefiri  to  call  ofi'theComri^it*  Mr.  Brick* 
tee  for  a  deci&ve  vote^n  tbe  imporiC«tQt  fvhbjcd  in  tbf»  Kery  <i>i«. 
hioiDeot  whpQ  lb  many  alteratior»  were  xn^de^  and  N^bicb  i|^r4 
fo  little  uoderftood. 

1  he  Earl  of  ^wrrf^  (kid,  he  had  greatly  diflikied  tht  propo*-  The  Earl  of 
£tioDS  as  opened  originally  to  the  Houfei  hut.  ihat  be  ^p-  Carrey, 
proved  fo  much  of  foine  of  the  fixteen  ufoiutions  that  h^d 
been  read  by  tbe  right  honourable  goittlenuia,  that  if  be  bad  ,-:..• 
time  allowed  him  to  examine  ihem^  he  verily  belioyedti^. 
ihould  he  iouuced  to  vote  for  part  of  the  propoTitioQs,  thou^ 
he  certainly  could  not  vote  for  tbe  whi4le.  His  Lordthip  igiiA* 
the  right  honqurable  ChanceUor  of  the  Exche^ofir  dealt  otK 
one  meafure  for  hioalelf,  and  another  fer  the  Hoofc; ..  He  had 
brought  in  the  ten  propofitions^  and  fufiered  upwards  of  .twp 
months  to  be  .employed  in  hearing  cauniet, , examining  wif* 
nefles,  and  receiving  petitions.  The  con&qiieoce  was,  tbe 
Houfe  had  received  a  large  body  of  ^feful  iaiftxiiiia^ion  ;  «(^ 
yet,  with  fuch  flrong  convifiion  of  ^ the  advantage  djH*ived 
from  avoiding  raflinefs  and  precipitancy,  the  right  honour-' 
able  gentleman  had  that  day  come  down  aod  read  bis  fixtern 
refolucions  to  the  Houfe,  all  of  which,  he  furrcly  ipoold  al- 
low, were  extremely  important,  and  yet.he  .wanted  theiHoufe 
to  vote  a  leading  queftion  on  ohe -inilant,  iwithput  etamina-' 
tioQ,  and  whhottt  inquiry,  as  to  what. con Gsqucncea  thequtf- 
tion  might  go  to.  His  Lordniip  remonilratcd .00  theiACon- 
£ftency  «|)d  iM&fairriefs  ofthis  fort  of  condtuE^  iitiaiMttcri  ^  <* 
where  deliberation  and  caution  -were  fo  paartteblatljr'nQcei&ty. 
He  todL  noike  that,  in  tlte  courfeiof  tiie  debate,  iQine.per.fiyi 
had  remarked  that  there  wasf  .110  petition  f£6m<ithe.cbisnt)y>^f 
York.  In  aofwer  to  that  jobfervation  he  iiid,*  it:  became  joe* 
ceflEiry  that  he  Ihould  ftate  to  !the  Commit tee^  that  a^{rei>y 
large  meetieg  of  this  cloftb  oiantr&durens  otrthe  coQntjf.^f 
York  hid  b^ibeld,-  that  a  pe(EJtk>R  againit  itberbiftL.'pt'iJpQ^ 
fitions  had  been  figned  then0ac*'by  a  large  number  of  manv- 
fadurers  of  cloth»  and  rtnt4ettars  hJud  btcn  lient  xiptotbe 
two  reprefeotabvesrof  .the  conotyi.  deiiring  thomrrto  pi^fonc 
the  petition  !to  ibe  Houfe;  the Itwo  members  had- written  let- 
ters backtAeclifiiog  to  prdentitbe  petition ;'  and  among  onher 
reaibns  iar  daeltning  to  frefent  k,  bad'  declared*  that  they 
ihocdfi  vote  (far  ithe  propofitidns.in  coofeqcieoce  of  .tlieir  jcon- 
fidence  in  the  Miniiler.  >He  h»d  iince«  Jlis  Lafdfhip  faid> 
beenafpUadtO'toprefiMit/tbe  petitioa,  dbmt  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived it, 

Mr,  ^fKliirfdrce  rofeto'iatisfy  the  Houfe  as  to  bis  condufl  Mr.  yru* 
in  rafpsa  to  the  fiaft  Owd  by  t|ie  nobk  Lotd^  .and  began  by  ^'^^^' 
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obferving,  that  he  bad  too  mach  gratitude  to  bis  coniliruenti 
'  to  fiand  in  need  of  the  noble  Lord*s  interference  to  fliiDulaie 
him  to  do  his  duty.  He  was  proceeding  to  ftate,  in  gk>wing 
terms,  his  fenfe  of  his  obligations  to  hia  cofljlitnents^  buc 
overcome  with  fenfibiiity,  the  fatigue  of  having  fat  in  the 
Houfe  fo  many  hours,  and  with  the  preflure  of  infirmity,  he 
futik  upon  his  feat* 

%0  ^wYi.  ^^'  P^^^  ^^'^»  ^^^  conftitution  would  not  permit  him  to 
'  continue  in  the  Houfe  any  longer.  He  approved,  as  the  noble 
Lord  didv  of  the  refolucions  that  had  been  read  .by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  and  believed  they  Would  induce  bin 
to  vote  witli  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  were  al- 
lowed time  to  examine  them  and  underftand  thcm^  which  he 
really  did  not  as  ^et.  I'o  vote,  therefore,  for  what  be  did 
not  underfland.  Was  a  circumi^ance  to  which  he  could  not, 
with  any  legaidto  his  conicience,  accede.  Mr,  Powys  ftated 
fome  of  the  particulars  of  the  refolutibns  that  he  did  not  cor- 
rectly comprehend.  He  aikcd  if  there  were  not  many  gen- 
tlemen in  the  Houfe  in  »he  fame  fituation  with  hlnvfelf  ?  And 
if  there  We^e,  they  would  not  a6t  confcientioufly  if  they  c  id 
not  vote  with  him.  On  the  contrary,  they  would  he  trai- 
tors to  their  country^  and  loft  to  every  principle  of  honour 
and  honefty,  if  X\\ty  gave  a  vote  upon  a  queftion  of  fuch  in- 
finite importance,  acknowledging  at  the  fame  titne  that  thej 
did  not  underfland  it. 

Mr.  Chin-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pin  rofe  with  coniklerable  warmth,  and 

cciiM  Pitt,  ^^  whether  the  noble  Lord  chofe  to  charge  him  with  deal- 
ing  oat  one  meafure  for  himfelf,  and  another  for  the  Houic, 
or  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  proper  to  rife  with  an 
affeded  parade  both  of  phrafe  and  manner,  to  boaft  of  his 
eottfeience,  his  honour,  or  his  honeftv,  there  were,  he  trulU 
ed,  many  honourable  gentlemen  iti  the  Houfe,  every  way  21 
refpefiable  for  their  chara^lers,  their  property,  and  their  m- 
tegrity,  as  the  htmourable  gentleman,  who  could  fafely  arid 
^  confcientioufly  lay  their  hotids  upon  their  hearts  and  vote 
with  him  upon  the  queftion.  Mr^Pitt  added  fome  other 
-  terms  in  reprobation  of  what  he  termed  the  infultirg  tones 
and  manner  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  which  he  neither 
'  merited,  nor  was  he  difpofed  tanoely  to  fubmit  to»  Having 
gratified  his  refentment,  Mr*  Pitt  declated  his  intention  was 
to  take  the  fehfe  of  tlie  Committee  upon  one  queftion  only, 
and  that  intention  he  trufled  the  Committee  would  have  the 
goodnefs  to  enable  him  to  fulfil. 

lilr.Pow^i.  ^^*  Pw^i  declared^  he  did  not  mean  to  have  >encroached 
'  OQ  what  he  prefumed  die  right  honourable  gentkman  confi- 

dered 
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deredas  bis  fpeciAl« prerogative,  the  right  6f  ufing  infulting 
koguage  ta  the  meoibars  o?  that  Houfe ;  neither  4iad  he  wifh- 
ed  to  have  broken  in  upon  what  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  might  poffibly  efteein  his  peculiar  privilege,  the  cuflotn 
of  throwing  feverity  and  farcafm  on  every  honourable  gen** 
tleman  who  ventured  to  difier  in  opinion  from  the  right 
honourable  gentl^man^  with  every  other  perfonal  affront 
that  could  fuggeft  itielf  to  a  mind  prone  to  irritation,  and 
eafily  inflamed.  Mr.  Powys  having  exprei&d  himfelf  in 
terms  lik^  theie,  decbred,  when  he  rofe  before^^he  had  no 
idea  of  faying  any  thing  that  iheuld  have  given  the  fmnllefl: 
offence,  much  lefs,  that  could  have  provoked  fo  unfeemfy  a* 
reply  from  the  Miniiler*  Mr.  Powys  explained  what  he  had 
before  (aid,  and  repeated,  that,  in  his  opinion,  thofe  gentle'^ 
men  who  did  not  underfiand  the  refolutions  any  more  than  he 
did,  and  yet  were  ready  to  vote  for  thie  queftion,.  could  not 
anfwer  it  to  their  confciences. 

Mr.  Lmnbir  declared  himfelf*  to  be  one  of  thofe  who  did  *J'-  I^»* 
not  underfland  the  refolutions,  yet  who  was  ready  to  vote    ^* 
diredly  for  the  oueftion,  upon  grounds  of  confidence  in  the 
Mintfter.     Mr,  Lowtherfaid,  if  he  bad  not  miflaken,  Mr« 
Powys  had  ufed  fuch  terms,  as  *'  principles  of  honour  or  ho- 
Hefty,"  in  his  firft  fpeech,  which  furely  was  throwing  an  im^ 
putation  on  every  gentleman,  who,  under  the  fame  circum* 
fiances,  noeant  to  vote  as  he  ibould. 
Mr,  P&wys  rofe  once  more^o  explain. 

Mr.  Fcx  made  a  fhort  fpeech  in  fupport  of  Mr.  Powys,  Mr.  Fof« 
and  in  condemnation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  de- 
claring fuch  language  as  he  had  held  very  improper  for  a  Mi- 
ntfler  to  hold  to  any  gentleman  who  thought  proper  to  dif- 
fer with  him  in  politics* 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  fa  id  a  few  words  in  reply. 
Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner  faid,  he  came  down  to  the  Honfe  Sir  Gregory 
with  bis  mind  made  up  to  vote  for  the  queftion  ;  that  he  did  ^*J*  ^"" 
not  underftand  the  Refolutions,  but  could  vote  with  a  fafe 
con fcience  from  his  confidence  in  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr*  IV.  Stanhope  faid,  he  certainly  wiflied  to  vote  with  the  ^''  ^* 
right  lionourable  gentleman  ;  but  it  would  be  imppi&ble  for  ^^"^^*P** 
him  fo  to  vote,  the  words  ''  an  equal  participation'^  ftanding 
part  of  the  queflion ;  whereas,  if  the  refoli^tions  paft,  one  of 
them  contained  words  that  tendered  it  impoffible  that  Ireland 
ihonid  have  an  equal  participation  of  commerce  with  us, 

Mr.  lyUberforce  read  to  the  Houfe  the  letter  which  be  had  Wr.v.iij,er- 
recelved  from  his  copftituenis  at  York,  relative  to  the  petition    '^•• 
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thaCYiid  beert  aHaikd  to  by  Lord  Sorrey. .  Mr.  Wilberforce 
fbidf  he  add  hi»  colleague  had  only  recdffed  it  on  their  com- 
ing down  to  the  Hoafe. 
The  Carl  pf      The  Ed(#l  of  Surrey  fardy  luckily  he  had  the  letter  in  his 
Surrcj.       pdcket,  and  .he  had  read  tt  over  fince  he  was  upon  his  legs  be- 
Ibre^  arvd  thought  it  due  to  the  honourable  gemlemau  to  fiate, 
Chat  he  found  he  had  been  miftaken  in  a  part  of  bis  fonner 
^flertion. 
The  Anor.      The  /luomey  General  (Mr.  P,  Arden)  cxprefled,  with  feme 
^>Cefc«r«i  ^^gr^  ^f  earncftnefs,  his  furprize  at  the  oobfe  Lord  and  bis 
friends  complaining   fo  loudly^  ib  vehement] j,  and  (#  re« 
|>eatedly,  of  the  precipitancy  in  pufliing  the  meafars  to  a  de-« 
eifion  Mvhich  had  been  three  months  before  the  Houft^   aad 
nlany  weeks  under  deliberation,  when  it  muft  be  in  the  re- 
tol)e£tion  of  the  noble  Lord,  that  above  fifteen  months  ago 
he  aF>d  his  friends  had  palhed  through  the  Houfe  at  a  very 
late  hour,  upon  the  fudden,  and  without  notice,  three  propo- 
fitions  of  an  extenfive  and  itioft  ferioos  nature,  and  fuch  as 
M  the  time  were  likely  to  have  thrown  the  country    into 
tenfufion. 
Mr.  Etot       ]vir,  Eden  faid,  that  his  learned  friend  porfued  a  ftrange  line 
of  argument  in  defending  the  violence  of  the  prefent  roea" 
Asre,  by  flating,  that  on  (bme  former occafion  others  had 
adopted  a  condu£l  equally  reprehenfible .  the  learned  gentle- 
^  man's  reafoning  muft  mean  either  that  or  nothing.   In  anfwer 
to  that,  he  would  only  remark,  that  he  never  yet  had  f«en  in 
Parliament  any  infiance  of  fuch  precipitancy,  which  did  not 
oltim^teiy  recoil  on  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  it.    He 
would  remind  the  learned  gentleman  of  a  cafe  in  point :*^A 
majority  of  the  Honfe,  which  probably  did  not  vary  much 
in  any  refpeft  from  the  expected  majority  in  the  prefent  de«< 
bate,  had  thought  proper  in  the  triumph  of  party,  and  in  the 
delirium  of  political  zeal,  to  force  a  vote  refpecting  the  Weft- 
minfter  fcrutinv,  at  the  fame  ill-fated  hour  of  fix  o'clock  in 
the  ndorning ;  which  vote  was  coniideted  at  the  timts  as  a  glo- 
rious victory ;  but  which  now,  in  the  opinion  even  of  thofe 
who  were  concerned  in  it,  and  certainly  in  the  fentiments  of 
the  Public^  was  treated  as  a  difgracefui  meafure,  never  to  be 
mentioned   but  in  terms  of  ftiame  or  of  indignation.     As 
to  the  ftruggle  of  the  prefent  debate,  in  which  fuch  intempe- 
tate  efforts  were  making  to  force  the  Houfe  blindfold  into 
the  adoption  of  an  unknown  and  moft  complicated  meainre, 
profeflcdly  involving  the  neareft  and  deareft  interefis  of  two 
kingdoms,  he  was  forry  to  fay  that  it  was  an  unworthy  and 
an  idle  attempt.    It  might  ferve  indeed  to  ihew  a  numeroas 

boft 
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boAof  friend*  read^  tb  r^QA  the  tetfcmaWg  prifttfitbn  of 
adjournment :  but  the  queilions  irtire  miuiitclry  of  toiil  mack 
magnitude  to  be  tbAd  on  the  ftrengtb^of  Lonilibers  ;  and  the 
menace  of  perfevering  at  all  events  to  go  through  the  propo- 
fitioHs,  or  iri  other  words^  to  make  it.  a  cboleft/ctf'  bodily 
ftreogth '  aad  cottftitution^,  ralhei'  than  fair  avgiHaolit  aad 
wanly  diicttfion,  ought  not  to  maJoe  any  imfrdBofk- '  i^or 
his  Qwn  part  he  had  much  to  fay  on  the  altered  propefittoiM^ 
fe  far  aa  he  «ras  abie  to  contpr^end  th^.  altentiotn^   .  Froii» 
the  cmHbry  ftatemeot  of  thofe  aker^liona^  thejr.  woie  very' 
comprehanfive  and  im4k>ftant,  and  went  poimMttyttto  remove 
fome  principal  objefiions  wfiicb  had  been >ftjKfld  iKjrfaiiiliietf 
and  others  originally.    But  the  alterations  weM  So  various 
and  To  exteniive^  aad  fo  conneAed  atad  interHvoiran  with  th« 
whole  af  this  new  fy ftem  of  national  conMntfoe#  that .  if 
would  be  prefumptuous  in  the  higheft  degree  >te»  pretend  oft* 
the  fudden  to  form  any  competent  judgement  refpefiRog  them*/ 
It  was  eafy  at  the  firft  fight  to  fee  noWarer  fome  raanetlal 
oroiffions ;   good  oare  was  now  tcdccn  to  fix  apon  Ireland  all 
Aiture  kiws  refpe&ing  trade  and  navigatiew;  hut  no  sac** 
fure  was  fettled  relative  to  the  iuipreiEng  of  feaaied :  notbtt^ 
was  done  or  propofed  as  to  equalis^hig  the  duties  on  im{>a«tt 
of  iron,  filk,  and  other  raw  materials :  a  bounty  was  gtvcaoa^ 
the  exportation  of  Irifh  Tmen  from  England,  bat  noae  in  re- 
turn on  Englifh  lineii  fent  from  Ireland.     Many  other  imt* 
ters  might  be  ilated,  but  lureiy'  it  would  be  impoflibte  to 
think  of  pdrllfiine  in  urging  forwards  the  refolutibns  till  they 
had  been  printed,  and  a  few  days  given  for  conildering  thent 
in  all  their  hearirfgs  and  probable  (ionteqaeac^*    Mtich  be- 
nefit had  already  reful ted  from  delay  and  ddiberat ion,  and 
much  more  might  be  expelled. 

Mr.  SA^r/W^i/i  charged  theChartcelforof  the  Exchequer  with  Mr. 
extreme  obftinacy,  and  indecent  peril rtaciottfnefs.  **■■• 

The  queftion  of  adjournment  was  now  {mt,  and  die  Houie 
divided, 

Ayes f55 

Noes    ------    281 

After  the  di  vifion  againft  the  adjournment,  Mr,  Pelbdm  firft  Mr,  pa» 
propofed  to  divide  the  general  refolutton  info  tWo,  which  was  ^^*°^ 
confented  to.  He  then  voted  unanlmoufly  the  firft.  Mr. 
Pelham  then  moved  to  amend  the  fecond,  by  infefting  after 
the  words  "  commercial  advantages,"  **  As  far  as  may  be 
**  confiftent  with  tlieeflcntial  intereft  of  the  manufa6lurers, 
*^  revenue,  commerce,  and  navigrttion  of  Gr^at  firitAin/' 

>  The 
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This  amendment  was  feconded  by  Lord  Sorrey,  and  was, 
after  a  ihort  debate,  rejeded. 

Ayes -    125 

Noes  -----  ^  249 
Mr.  Sheii-  After  Mr.  Pelham^s  amendment  was  oegatived,  Mr.  Sbtri* 
dun  tofe  to  propofe  one,  which,  he  faid,  he  fliould  not  trouble 
tb^  Committee  to  divideiipon,  as  he  meant  to  renew  it  upon 
the, report ;  nor  would  he  violate  the  fyflem  of  thedsy,  by 
endeavooring  to  make  the  Hoafe  underfiand  the  purport  of 
his  oppofition  before  the  qneftion  was  put  upon  it.  He  ac- 
cordingly moved  to  leave  out  part  of  the  paragraph  from  the 
words  *'  whenever  a  proviiion,'*  &c.  and  to  infert* 

*' Great  Britain  confiding  in  the  experienced  good  faith, 
^  generofity  and  honour  of  Ireland,  that  in  proportion  to 
**  her  growing  generofityy  Ihe  will  contribute  to  the  ne- 
'^  cefiary  expences  of  protefUng  the  general  interefts  of  the 
•*  empire.** 

This  amendment,  which  was  grounded  on  fome  words  of 
the  addrefs  moved  in  lySa-  by  |iifr.  Grmttan,  in  Irelaod,  was 
negatived  without  a  diviiibn/  The  propofition  was  then 
voted.  The  Houfe  refomed,  and  adjourned  till  Wednefday 
next.  The  Committee  on  the  Irifii  proppfitioos  to  fit  again 
on  Thurfday  next. 

-  It  was  a|;reed  that  the  amended  and  new  propofitions 
ihoold  be  pnnted. 

The  firft  divifion  tock  place  at  feven  in  the  morning,  the 
fecond  at' eight,  and  the  Houfe  rofe  between  eight  and  nine, 

72c  fdbwing  is  a  eorrcH  Lift  tf  the  ATimrity  on  this  9C€{tfifm. 

A'Court,  W.  P.  A.  Efq.  Heytfbury 

Adam,  WiUiam»  Efq.  Kintore 

Amcots,  Wharton,  Eaft  Retford . 

Anfon,  George,  'ESo.  Lichfield 

Anftruther,  John,  Efq.  Anftruther 

Bamfylde,  Sir  Charles  Warwick,  Bart.  Exeter 

BaiTet,  Sir  Francis,  Bart.  Penryn 

Beckford,  Richard,  Efq.  Arundel 

Bentinck,  Lord  Edward  Charles,  Nottinghanifliire 

Benyon,  Richard,  Efq.  Peterborough 

Blackburne,  John,  Efq.  Lapcafhire 

Bouverie,  Hon.  W.  H.  New  Sarum 

Brickdale,  Matthew,  Elq.  Briflol 

Bridgeman,  Sir  Henry,  Bart,  W^nlock 

Briclgeman,  John,  Elq.  diito 

Bridgeman, 


A.  278J.  D    £    fi    A   T    E    S^  311 

firidgeman,  Orlando,  Efa.  Wigan 

Brown,  Launceloty  Efq.  Huntingdon 

BttUoek»  Johtt^  Eiq.  Eflcx 

Bargoyne,  Right  Hon,  John,  Prefton 

Barfce,  ^^E^^  Hon.  Edmund,  Maltoa 

Carnegie,  ^ir  Datid.  Bart.  Aberdeen 

Cifwallt  Timothy,  Efq*  Brakiey 

Qivendiih,  Right  Hon.  Lord  G.  A.  H.  t>ei1>y 

Gavendifli,  Right  Hon.  Lord  Geoi^  Deibylhiie 

Charterity  Francis,  Efq.  Lauder 

Clive,  Lord^  Lo^w 

X:iive»  WiUtam,  Efq.  Biihops  Caftle 

Codrin|ton«  Sff  WUIiani,  Bart.  Tewkftmry  * 

Coke,  Daniel  {Hirker,  Efq.  Nottingham 

Coke,  Edward,  Efq.  DeAv 

Colhoun,  William,  Efq.  Bedford 

Cornwall,  Sir  Gcorse,  Bart.  Herefordflxiie 

Cotes,  John,  Efq.  wigan 

Cotsford,  Edward,  Efq.  Midborft 

Courtenay^  John,  Eiq.  Tamwoith 

Ciefpigney,  P.  Champ^  Efq.  AidborMgh 

Crewe,  John,  Efo.  Qielhire 

Cruger,  Henry,  Eiq*  Briftol 

Cunynghame,  Sir  W.  A.  Bart.  LinIifhgDwfliii# 

Damer,  Hon.  George,  Dorchefter  • 

Davenport,  Sit  Th6.  Bart.  Newton,  Lancafiiiie 

Davers,  Sir  Charles,  Bart.  St  Edmund's  Bury 

Delme,  Peter,  Eiq.  Morpeth 

Dickenfon,  William,  Efq.  Rire 

Dundas,  Sir  Thomas,  Bart,  ^irlingflure 

Dundas,  Charles,  Efq.  Richmond  • 

Dundas,  I'homas,  Efq.  Orkney 

Edm,  Sir  John,  Bart.  Durham  County 

Eden,  Right  Hon.  William,  Hey  tlbgry 

Egerton,  John  William,  Efq.  Brackley' 

Egerton,  William,  Efq.  Hindon 

Ellis,  Right  Hon*  Welbore,  Weymouth 

Elphindone,  Hon  G.  K.  Dumbartohfhhe 

Erlkrne,  Sir  James,  Bart.  Morpeth 

Evelyn,  William,  Efu.  Hythe 

Ewer,  William,  Efq.  Dorchefter 

Featherftoohaogh,  Sir  Harry,  Bart.  Portfmoatli 
Fitzherbert,  Thomas,  Efq.  Arundel ' 
Fitzpatrkk,  Right  Hon.  Richard,  Taviftodt 
Fletcher,  Sir  Heory^  ^t.  Ciiii|)9er)afld 

Feloyf 
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Fo!ey,  Hon.  Edward^  WorcefttJrfeHrc     » 

Foley,  Hon.  Af(Kifev»Dr^it<wich  .    i 

Fox.  Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Waftminflw  ^  Kulu^^rtl 

Francis,  Philip^  £%•  YamiDVUth  . 

Frederick,  Sir  ij^o^  B^rt.  Chrifkbur^h 

Hare,  James,  ]&(q,  KnaKefborough 

Harley,  Right  Hon.  Thomas,  Her«for4ftiire 

Howe),.D4Vid«  £%.  St.  Michael's 

WmnU  Thanias,  ESq.  fiodmya 

Huffey,  WiUiaifi,  Efa.  New  Sarnni 

lervois,  Jervois  Qerke,  Efq.  H^iQpibir^ 

jollifFe,  WiIliawi,Efq..Peter«field 

folli£Ee,  T^O!0f>M  Sa8iuel>  £fq.  ditto 

Keenc,  Wlviflied,  Eiq.  MoatgoHii&ry 

Knight,  R.  P.  Efq.  Ludlow    ... 

Ladbroke,  Robert,  Elq.  Warwick 

Lee,  John,  E^.  "pidierft 

Li>eds,  Edward,  Efq.  Ryegatfs . 

Lifburne,  Earl  oi^  CatiigmOniTfi 

Lifter,  Thomas,  Ciictiero         i  . 

Lloyd,  Miiurice^  .£%  G«tton       * 

Long,  Dudley,  Efq.  Great  Qrimtby 

Mackenzie,  r«  H.  Eff.  Kp^ftire    , 

Maiiky^mth,  Sir  JHrrbm^JB^irtV  Cardiff 

Maitland,   Vifc.  ^nlftiftury  . 

Mstr^mh  H<>arGh»ries,  Kent    ' 
Maft^  IHuMOAS^  Eftf.  Gl&upefterfhire 
Meadows,  Charles,  Efq.  Nottio^amAiire 
Melbourne,  Vifc.  Ma4ii>(bury 
Middl^toi^  Sk  Woi*  B^rt.  Northumberland 
Miiford,  Lord,  Hav«rfoFdw«ft 
.  Monckton,  Hon.  Edmard,  Stafford 
Montagu,  ](trHoii.  F.redftifick,  tligha«)  Feri^ers 
Morant,  E4w^d,  Eifq.  Yarmouth 
Morgan,  Cb»rlfe&,  Ef<|*  Brecon(hire 
Morihead,  Sir  Joh»,  Barjt.  BodmyA  . 
Moftvn,  Sir &Q«er»/ Bart.  FJiiUfhire 
Moyiey, . Abel,  Efq»  Bath 
Newnham,  Nalhantel,  £(q»  Lwadoii 
Nicholls,  John,  Efq.  SJWhiogly,  ... 
Norh,  Riph»  H>n.:Lard,  JK^Ji^iury 
V<3inht  ^w^  G.  A*  Wooitton  B:iflet 
Onilow,  Hon.  Tihoma^^  'GuiMfond 
Orde,  Jriftu  Efq.  Wendoflfer:  .        ■ 
Owen,  Sir£|Qgb;JBart.iWb;yike0sin( 

•  '  Owen, 


A.  1785.  DEBATES.  3<3 

Owen,  Hug^,  Efd.  Pembroke 
Owen,  Wm.  M.  E(q.  Monteomeryfliire 
Page,  Francis,  Efq.  Oxford  Univerfity 
Paimerfton,  Vifc.  JSoroyghbridge 
Pelham.  Charles,  An.  El«[.  Ltncdnihire 
Pelham,  Hon.  Henry,  Lewes 
Peiham,  Right  Hon.  Thomas,  Suflex 
Penrhyn,  Lord,  Liverpool 
Penruddock,  Charles,  Efq.  Wiltlhire 
Philipps,  J.  G.  Efq.  Caermartben 
Pluroer,  WiHiam,  £fq.  Hertfordshire 
Powys,  Thomas,  Efq.  Northamptonfhire 
Rawlinfon,  Sir  Walter,  Bart.  Hancingdonihm 
Rawlinfon,  Abram,  Efq.  Lancailer 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W.  Bart.  Newcaftle 
Rogers,  John,  Efq.  Helfton 
Rumout,  Sir  John^  Bart.  Evefham 
Rufhworth,  Edward,  Efq*  Newport^  Hants 
St.  Aubyn,  Sir  John,  Bart.  Pcnrvn 
Salt,  Samuel,  Efq.  Aldborough,  ooffblk 
Saville,  Hon.  R.  L.  Lincoln 
SiAwbridge,  John,  Efq.  London 
3cott,  Thomas,  Efq.  Bridport 
Scqdamore,  Johp,  Jtfq.  Hereford 
Skene,  Robert,  Efq.  FifeAiira 
Sloper,  Wm.  Chas.  Efq.  St.  Albans 
Sncyd,  Walter,  Efq.  Caftle  Rifing 
jSpenc^j  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Charles,  Oxfordfliim 
Spencer,  Ku  Hon.  Lord  Robert,  Oxford  city 
Sunley,  Thomas,  Efq.  Lancafliire 

Strachey,  Henry,  Efq.  Bifhops  Caftle  ^  ^ 

Stuart,  Hon.  James,  Butefliire 
Sturt,  Charles,  Efq.  Bridport 
Surrey,  Earl  of,  Carliile 
Sutton,  Sir  Richard,  Borougbbridge 
Tempeft,  John,  Efq.  Durham  city 
Thiftlethwayte,  Robert,  Efq.  Hants 
Tborold,  Sir  John,  Lincolnfhire 
Van  Neck,  Sir  G.  W.  Dunwich 
V^ughan,  Hon.  John,  Berwick 
Vaughan,  Evan  Lloyd,  Efq.  Merioneth/hire 
Vyner,  Robert,  Efq.  ThiruLe 
Walpole,  Hon.  Horatio,  King's  Lyna 
Waltbam,  Lord,  Maiden 
Walwyn,  James,  Efq.  Hereford 
Vol.  XVIIL  S  s  Weddel, 
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Weddel,  William,  Efq.  Malton 
Whitmone^  Thomas,  Efq«  Bridgenorth 
Windham,  William,  Efq.  Norwich 
Wraxall,  N.  W.  Efq.  Luggerfliall 
Wrightfon,  William,  Efq.  Aylefbury 
Wynne,  Sir  W.  W.  Bart.  Denbighfliite. 

Thurfday^  May  ig. 

A  fliort  debate*  occurred  on  the  firft  reading  of  the  fliop* 
tax  bill,  but  Mr.  Fox  and  other  gentlemen  faid,  they  would 
referve  their  arguments  againft  it  until  it  came  to  the  fecond 
reading. 
Lort  Pen-       Lord  Penrhyn  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  petition 
'l>yn.  jjg  lately  had  the  honour  to  prefent  from  Mr.  Fuller,  agent  for 

the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica^  complaining  of  the  hardfliips 
they  fuflained  by  a  deprivation  of  that  intercourfe  they  for- 
merly had  with  the  colonies  of  North  America.  In  the  de- 
tail of  their  grievances,  there  were  three  beads,  uqder  which 
they  might  be  divided,  of  which  the  lofs  of  that  interccarie 
before  mentioned  made  one;  the  fecond  was,  the  high  duty 
on  fugar  which  they  wanted  to  have  reduced;  and  the  third 
i^ras,  a  fimilar  complaint  of  the  high  duty  on  rum.  On  the 
two  latter  articles  he  dwelt  very  fliortly,  but  on  the  firfl  he 
expatiated.  In  confequence  of  a  report  of  the  Privy  Council 
to  which  this  bufmefs  was  referred,  the  prefent  reftraint  on 
their  ufual  intercotlrfe  iirft  took  place.  A  petition,  fimilar  to 
the  prefent,  had  been  fubmitted  to  them,  but  very  little  re- 
gard was  paid  to  it.  It  was  fuggefted  to  the  Privy  Council, 
and  with  much  fticcefs,  that  the  provinces  of  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia  would  be  fufficient  to  fupply  the  iiland  of  Ja- 
maica with  every  neceflary  article  which  they  before  had 
from  the  provinces  in  general ;  and  it  was  faid,  that  Canada 
alone  would  be  able  to  fupply  300,000  barrels  of  provifions 
'  yearly.  But  on  an  average  ot  many  years,  the  real  biGi  was, 
that  Canada  was  utinbtle  to  fupply  more  than  about  10,000 
barrels.  Indeed  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  JenlLin- 
fon)  had  fome  time  fince  confefTed  that  little  was  to  be  ex- 
pedied  from  Canada  in  that  refpeft,  owing  to  the  rigour  of 
the  climate;  Nova  Scotia  was  calculated  to  contribute  in  a 
proportion  much  fmaller,  and  the  fame  might  be  faid  of  the 
other  provinces.  From  the  experience  of  laft  year,  it  was 
manifeft  that  the  intercourfe  muft  again  be  opened,  as  the 
Governor  was  obliged,  by  the  very  great  diftrefs  of  the  inha- 
bitants, to  a6l  in  contradidlion  to  the  orders  of  Council,  and 

fufi^r 
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the  propo£ei6fis  which  he  had  openod  to  the  Comnitttee  on 
the  former  day. 

<<  Th^t  towards  carrying  into  full  cfi^  fo  defirable  a  fet-* 
**  tleiiHAir,  it  is  fit  dod  proper  that  ill  articles,  not  the  growth ' 
<*  or  Aianufo£tofe  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  Ihould  be  iixK 
**  ported  into  each  kingdom  from  the  other  reciprocally,  un* 
<<  der  the  fame  regulations^  and  at  the  iame  duties  (if  fabje£l  - 
<•  todaties)  to  which  they  are  liable  when  imported  direAty 
**  from  the(  place  of  their  growth,  prodod,  or  manufaAure  j  '^    ' 
**  and  that  ail  duties  originally  paid  on  importation  intoeither » 
''.country  refpeSively,  except  on  arrack  and  foreign  brandy^ 
*'  and  on  rum,  and  all  forts  of  ftrong  waters  not  imported 
**  from  the  Britifh  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies  or  Am^ica, 
**  fliall  be  fully  drawn  back  on  exportation  to  the  other.*' 

At  foon  as  the  chairman  had  read  the  refolution, 

Lord  ^or/d  rpfe :  he  obferved,  that  though  he  had  t;decn  U.Nordu 
the  liberty  on  Thurfday  laft,  or  rather  on  Friday  morning,  to 
addi^ft  the  Committee  on  the  fobjedt  of  the  kifh  propoii-  ' 
tions,  yet  his  arguments  went  rather  to  prove  the  propriety 
of  delays  than  the  impolicy  of  the  fyftem  :  the  alterations 
that  had  been  introduced  on  that  day  had   fo  completely 
changed  the  nature  of  the  original   propofitions,   that  he 
thought  time  ought  to  haVe  been  allowed  to  Parliament  and 
totheNationi  to  coniider  them  very  maturdy,  before  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  fliould  preCi  for  a  final  deeiffion 
upon  them ;  however,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  determined  not  to  wait  till  the  country  could  be  ap* 
pfifed  of  the  alterations,  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
(bte  to  the  Committee  the  obje£lions  that  ftruck  him  on  this 
very  important  bufinefs :  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Fox)  had  entered  fo  largely  into  It  on  Thurfday,  and  handled 
it  with  fo  much  ability,  that  he  Ihould  not  on  this  day  be 
under  the  neceifity  ot  taking  up  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Committee  in  making  the  remarks  that  occurred  to  him  on 
this  occafipn  ;  he  knew  it  was  not  regular  for  a  member  to 
fpeak  to  any  refolution  that  was  not  immediately  before  the  . 
Houfe;  but  as  he  wiflied  not  to  trouble  the  Committee  more 
than  once  this  day,  he  hoped  he  fliouid  be  permitted  to  fpeak 
againft  the  difierent  parts  of  the  fyflem,  though  a  particular 
part  only  was  at  that  moment  under  confideration.     The 
propofitions  which  formed  the  bafis  of  the  fyftem,  that  was 
finally  to  adjuft  the  intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland^  were  generally,  but  erroneoufly,  called  the  Irifti  Pro- 
pofitiont ;  every  man  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  the  bufi- 
nefs knew  that  they  did  not  originate  with  Ireland ;  that  Ire« 

land 
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land  never  called  for  them ;  but  that  they  were  offered  to  that 
country  by  agenUeman  (Mr.  Orde)  who,  though  he  was  at 
that  time  a  member  of  the  Iri(h  Parliament*  moved  the  refo- 
lutioas  under  the  weight  and  authority  of  the  Englifli  Minify 
try.    This  new  (yftem  of  intercourfe  was  therefore  the  firee- 
will  offering  of  England  rather  than  the  demand  of  Irelanc!, 
and  confequently  it  could  not  be  faid,  that  in  opening  to  the 
Irifh  the  Britifh  market,  the  Minifter  could  with  any  decency 
urge  the  plea  of  neceflity  ;  for  he  was  giving  what  had  never 
keen  aiked,  what  had' never  been  thought  of  but  by  hrmfelf. 
Indeed  no  roan  could  fuppofe  that  Ireland  would  aik  for    it  ; 
fbe  could  not  afk  for  it  ex  dcbito  jujiiti^y  if  ihe  could,   he 
would  readily  admit  the  claim ;  he  would  do  her  juftice,  let 
the  confequencebewhat  it  mtght-^-^l  ;«/?i>f/7,  ruat  atlum: 
bat  juftice  was  out  of  the  queftion ;  this  country  bad  done 
many  things  liberally  and  generoufly   towards  Ireland ;  {he 
had  admitted  her  to  trade  to  the  Britifli  colonies;  and  what 
^as  an  aA  of  generofity  in  the  Parliament  of  England,  ought 
not  to  be  made  the  ground  of  a  claim  of  right  on  the  part  of 
Ireland  to  a/hare  in  the  Britiih  markets,  which  ought  to  belong 
exclttfively  to  the  Britiih  manufa£turer.     No  roan  could  be 
farther  than  he  was  from  wiihing  to  deprive  Ireland  of  any 
cooMiiercial  advantage ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would  moft  glad- 
ly adroit  her  to  a  participatien  of  every  advantage  in  trade, 
provided  ihe  was  fo  conneded  with  us  as  to  form  one  people 
with  uSf  under  one  government,  one  legiilature ;  were  the 
two  countries  perfeSly  united   under  one  Parliament,  he 
fhouM,  as  in  duty  bound,  confider  their  interefts  as  one  and 
the  fame*,  undivided  and  infeparable  ;  but  until  the  happy  day 
ihould  come,  that  fliould  make  the  two  kingdoms  one,  hie 
did  not  conceive  it  to  be  either  jufl  or  equitable  that  the  one 
ihould  beenriched  at  the  expence  of  the  other ;  and  yet  this 
mud  necelTarily  be  the  cafe,  if  the  Britiih  market  was  ever 
thrown  open  to  the  Iriih ;  for  then  Ireland  would  impoveriOi 
the  Englifh  manufa£^ureis,  by  whom  the  immenfe  taxes  of 
this  country  were  paid,  whilft  ihe  would  not  contribute  from 
her  wealth  to  the  public  burden.     The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Pitt)  who  never  mifled  an  opportunity  of  attack- 
ing him,  had  vindicate  his  conduft  by  faying,  that  the  no- 
ble Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  had  already  given  away  fo  much 
to  the  IriOi,  that  very  little  remained  to  be  given  to  them. 
It  was  remarkable  that  he  thus  wifhed  to  exas;gerate  what 
had  been  done  in  1780,  when  the  free  trade  was  given  :  but 
the  right  horourable  gentleman  foon  forgetting  this,  had  af- 
ferted  on  a  former  occaiion,  and  this  he  would  have  under- 
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jftood  as  the  ground  of  his  juflification,  that  the  noble  Lord 
in  the  bine  ribband  had  done  fo  little  for  Iieland,  that  without 
what  was  propoied  now  in  her  favour,  (he  would  reap  no  ad* 
vantage  from  the  pretended  free  trade  that  had  been  voted  to 
her.    Here  were  two  very  ftrong  contradictions ;  for  the  con- 
cefiions  of  1780  were,  as  occafion  required,  reprefented  as 
giving  every  thing  and  nothing.     Truth,  perhaps,  was  not  to 
be  found  in  either  of  thefe  propolitions;  it  probably  lay  be- 
tween both.     Much  was  given  in  1780,  and  much  wa^  pro- 
pofed  to  be  given  in  1785.    To  prove  the  former,  he  had  only 
to  point  out  to  theCocnitiittee  the  ftate  of  the  importation  of 
fugars  into  Ireland,  by  a  direA  trade  from  the  Weft  Indies^ 
for  the  four  laft  years ;  in  1781,  the  year  after  the  trade  was 
opened,  the  importation  of  fugars  was  no  more  than   feven 
thoufand  hundred  weight;  in   1782,  eighteen  thoufand ;  in 
1783,  thirty-three  thoufand  ;  and  in  1784,  it  fell  to  twenty- 
feven  thouland.     Every  man  muft  furely  admit,  'that  this  di- 
Ted  trade,  which  had  not  been  enjoyed  before,  muft  have    • 
produced  very  confiderable  advantage  to  Ireland ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  not  true  that  fojittle  had  been  granted  in  1780; 
that  without  what  was  now  called  for,  it  could  be  of  no  fer- 
vice.    He  had  very  ftrong  obje£Hons  to  any  extenfion  of  the 
colony  trade  beyond  what  was  marked  out  in  1780,  and  for 
very  fubftantial  reaifons.     He  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  on 
the  moft  politic  and  rational  grounds  that  the  monopoly  of 
the  Britiih  market  had  been  fecured  to  the  Britifti  Weft-India 
planters  :  they  contributed  in  a  very  great  degree  to  the  re-  - 
venue  of  this  country,  and  in  a  great  meafure  enabled  it  to 
bear  the  heavy  burdens  with  which  it  was  loaded  :  it  was  po- 
litic therefore,  it  was  juft,  that  they  ftiould  have  no  competi- 
tors in  this  market ;  he  knew  very  well,  that  there  were  per- 
fons   who  were  hoftile  to  this  monopoly,  who  were  hof- 
tile,    indeed   to  every   monopoly ;   and  who  thought  that 
livalfhip  and  competition  ought  to  be  encouraged  ia  every 
ftate  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.    Among  the   enemies 
to  monopoly  in  general,  he  would  clafs  a  very  refpeflable  man, 
and  a  very  able  writer,  who  had  long  laboured  for  the  pub- 
lic good  ;  he  meant  the  Dean  of  Gloucefter :  but  ftili,  not- 
withftanding  this  great  authority,  he  woulc}  not  confent  tliat 
the  monopoly  of  our  market,  enjoyed  by   the  Weft- India        't 
planters,  /hould  be  deftroyed ;  and  fo  ftrongly  had  he  always 
Wn  attached  to  this  monopoly,  that  he  would  not  fuficr  prize 
fugar,  taken  during  the  war,  to  be  brought  into  market :  and 
confequently  he  could  not  be  a  friend  to  the  meafure  now  un- 
der conilderation  ;  for  though  manv  modifications,  fugg(  ft  d 
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by  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Cufloois,  bad  be^  td^tcd  bf  the 
right  bpnourabie  gentleman^  who  had  fo  far  rendered  his  pro- 
pofitions  lets  obje^iooable,'fiiIl  he  had  reaibn  to  ap^ehend 
that  Ireland^  by  being  periQttted  to  fupply  the  British  market, 
by  circuitous  trade,  with  fugar,  might  fead  into  thisoountry 

S;reat  quantities  of  foreign  fugars ;  and  his  apprehenfions  wert 
ar  from  being  without  foundation ;  for,  in  the  firft  place,  the 
Irifli,  Aiould  they  be  inclined  to  carry  on  an  iUit  trade  with 
the  French  coionies,  and  merchants  geoeraUy  pursued  tbeir 
pwn  interefts  in  preference  to  thofe  of  the  btate,  mig^  ^opply 
themfelves  with  French  fugars  at  x6s.  a  hundred,  wbco  the 
fame  quantities  would  coft  25$.  in  the  firjftiih  idaad^.  Here 
ihen  was  a  great  temptation  to  the  Irilh  to  trade  with  the  for- 
0ier  rather  than  the  latter,  though  contrary  to  law.  The  right 
'  honourable  gentleman  had  ind^  guarded  s^inft  this,  as  far 
as  he  was  able,  by  providing  checks  that  Ihould  previent  the 
importation  of  French  fugars  into  England  or  Ireland;  biie 
^be  fecurity  that  was  to  be  derived  from  thefe  chedu  to  the 
^Britifli  planters  would  be  delufive  and  imaginary* 

It  was  propofed  that  every  ihip  touching  at  Ireland  on  her 
way  from  the  Weft  Indies  uuould  be  provided  with  a  certifi- 
cate from  the  officers  of  the  Cuftoms  in  the  ifland,  that  the 
-cargo* was  the  product  of  Britiih  colonies;  that  each  fiup^oa 
faer  arrival  in  England  from  Irdand,  ihould  produoe   this 
certificate ;  and  that  if  flie  did  not  bring  all  the  cargo  at 
once,  ihe  ihould  be  at  liberty  to  bring  it  at  feme  other  time, 
•on  hemg  fumiihed  with  fufficient  documents'  to  prove  that 
the;fecond  cargd  was  part  of  .the  firft  ftated  in  the  original 
certificate ;  fo  that  for  inftance,  if  having  on  board  twenty 
thoufand  weight  of  fugar  upon  leaving  Jamaica,  Ihe  ihouU 
'     land  fifteen  hundred  in  Ireland,  and  carry  the  remainder  to 
England,  ftie  would  then  get  credit  for  the  fifteen  hundred 
fo  left  in  Ireland,  which  (he  would  be  permitted  to  bring 
over  at  any  other  period ;  and  under  pretence  of  importing 
Britiih.  ihe  might  import  French  fugar  to  that  amount :  for 
aiter  having  been  refined,  it  would  be  abfolutely  impoifible  for 
the  Engliih  Cuftom-houfe  officers  to  afcertain  whether  it 
had  been,  when  in  its  moift  ftate,  brought  from  a  Britiih  or 
French  ifland ;  and  therefore,  to  open  this  market  to  Iriih 
fliips  with  fugars  on  board,  after  having  touched  at  Ireland!, 
would  be  opening  a  door  for  the  admiffion  and  lale  of  French 
produce,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  Engliih  planters,  who 
deferved  fo  well  of  this  countrv,  and  were  well  entitled  to 
every  indulgence  and  privilege  that  could  be  beftowed  upon 
them.    In  a  matter  of  fo  much  moment,  he  would  not  trtslt 
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to  th^  diligence  of  Irifli  officers :  if  he  could  place  the  fame 
itliance  on  all  ofiicer?  of  revenue  in  Ireland,  that  he  did  in  the 
gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  revenue  in  that  coqq- 
try,  than  whom  there  wa$  not  a  more  able,  a  more  upright^ 
or  a  more  honourable  man  in  any  kingdom;  or  that  he  could 
in  the. Board  of  CommiflionerSy  who  were  men  of  ability  aad 
integrity,  perhaps  he  would  feel  the  objeflion  on  this  hea4 
greatly  diminifhed ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  it  was  only 
in  Dublin,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  a  few  other  great  towns,  th4t 
the  revenue  law$  were  ftridly  enforced ;   it  appeared  from  the 
xepoit  of  the  Iriih  Comnliilioners  of  revenue,  then  on  the 
table,  that  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  the  laws  were  ill 
obeyed  ;  nay,  that  it  was  almoft  impoffible  to  enforce  them. 
Where  then  could  be  the  fecurity,  that  the  checks  provided 
in   the  propofitions,  to  guard  againd  the  importation  of 
French  fugars,  would  be  ftri<^Iy  d)ferved  in  tbofe  parts  of 
Ireland,  where  the  CommiiSbners  confeiTed  that  their  own 
revenue  laws  were  difobeyed  ?    He  was  aware  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  might  reply,  that  formerly  this  coun- 
try traded  to  the  Irifli  Cuilom-houfe  officers  the  execution 
or  the  revenue  laws ;  for  when  a  (hip  from  the  Weft  Indies, 
touching  at  Ireland,  landed  goods  there,  and  was  then  per- 
mitted to  invoice  her  fugars  to  Great  Britain,  the  officers 
might  be  corrupted,  and  enable  the  owners  to  evade  the  law. 
But  this  reply  could  not  he  deemed  fatisia6bory;  for  when 
Xhis  could  have  happened,  Ireland  was  under  the  control  of 
this  country;  and  had  any  abufe  of  that  nature  been  difco- 
vered,  the  Iriih  Commiilioners,  and  all  thole  who  derived  un- 
der them,  might  have  been  puniihed,  as  they  Were  all  amena- 
ble -to  the  fuperintending  authority  and  juriCdi^S^ion  of  the 
Britifli  Parliament :  but  this  was  not  the  cafe  at  prefent ; 
Ireland  was  now  an  independent  country ;  Aiehad  a  fupieme 
and  fovereign  legiflature  of  her  own,  to  which,  and  to  no 
other,  were  all  the  different  boards  and  departments  of  Iriih 
revenue  fubje6l   and  refponfible;  therefona  the  grounds  on 
which  the  Britifh  Parliament  had  trufied  to  Iriih  officer$ 
for' the  execution  of  the  laws  {pr  years  back,  having  been  de^ 
ftroyed  by  the  recognition  of  the  independence  pf  die  Iriih 
Parliament,  no  argument  could  be  drawn-  from  the  former 
truft  for  a  continuation  of  it,  lender  circumftances  totally  dif^ 
ferent.     Whilll  the  control  of  this  country  over  Irehmdex-  . 
iiledy  abuie  might   have  been  corre£led;   and  if  no  other 
remedy   could  have  been  difcovered,    England  could  have 
rna<3:ed,  that  no  Iriih  ihips  bringing  fugars  to  this  country 
Vox..  XVIII.  T  c        .  from 
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from  the  Weft  Indies  (hould  touch  at  Ireland,  or  break  bulk 
there,  and  thus  the  grievance  would  have  been  eallly  reme- 
died ;  for  it  was  not  in  confequence  of  any  compnd  that  the 
trade  from  the  colonies  to  England,  by  a  direft  navigation, 
was  open  to  Irifh  ihips,  but  becaufe  from  the  firft  enacting 
of  the  navigation  laws  they  had  been  confidered  as  Britifti; 
and  he  hoped  h^  ftiould  never  fee  the  day  \ihen  they  would 
ceafe  to  be  confidered  as  fuch.     It  was  not  in^  confequence  of 
any  conipaft  that  Irifli  fliips  laden  with  rum  and  fugars  were 
permitted  to  land  the  former  in  Ireland,  and  then  proceed 
with  the  latter  to  England ;  and  therefore  this  country  might, 
without  the  violation  of  any  agreement,  refume  what  had 
been  given  only  through  indulgence,  and  forbid  thele  ihips 
from  flopping  in  Ireland :  this  therefore  was  a  check  at  that 
time  againft  abufes  ;  but  it  would  be  loft  for  ever,  fhould  the 
prefent  plan  be  adopted  by  Parliament ;  for  as  it   was  to  be 
iinal>  fo  it  would  tie  the  hands  of  this  country,  and  take  firom 
her  the  power  of  making  any  alterations  in  future,  however 
neceffary  they  might  be,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Iriih 
^Parliament.     It  was  therefore  the  more  incumbent   on  the 
Comrnittee  to  paufe  a  while,  left  they  fliould  commit  an  error, 
for  which  they  could  not  of  themfelves  apply  a  remedy :  they 
had  a  lucky  efcape  already;  for  had  the  propofitions  pafied 
foon  after  they  were  at  firft  propofed,  England  could  not 
have  renewed  the  Eaft-India  Company's  charter  for  aa  exdu- 
five  trade  to  the  Eaft,  without  the  concurrence  of  Ireland. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  on  a  former  dav, 
that  though  it  ftiould  be  put  in  the  power  of  Ireland  to  fup- 
ply  the  Britifti  market  with  Weft-India  commodities,  ftiU  it 
was  very  improbable  that  flie  would  ever  do  fo;  for  though 
•flie  had  a  free  trade  to  the  iflands  fince  1 780,  ftie  had  n6t  im- 
ported a  fufficient  quantity  of  fugar  for  her  own  confump- 
tion,  much  lefs  for  exportation;  and  flie  had  drawn  a  very 
confiderable  ftiare  of  it  for  her  own  ufe  from  England.     But 
he  was  not  to  be  deceived  by  this  fpecious  mode  of  reafoning: 
he  admitted  that  Ireland  had  been  fupplied  fince   1780  witt- 
•great   quantities  of  fugar  from  this   country,  but  he  con- 
tended that  there  was  good  ground  for  thinking  that  this 
would  not  have  happened  had  Ireland  been  at  liberty  to  fup- 
ply  Cireat  Britain ;  for  it  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  rigbi 
honourable  gentleman,  that  Ireland  having  once  had  the  Bn- 
tffli  market  open  to  her,  might  indulge  in  fpeculations,  anc 
confeqnently  import  from  the  Weft  Indies  fugar  enough   not 
only  for  her  own  cohfumption,  but  alfo  to  fend  to  England, 
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whenever. there  fliould  be  a  fcarcity  of  that  conlmodity  in  the 
latter.  But  to  do  away  the  force  of  this  obfervation,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  alfo  obferve^,  that  there. was 
one  thing  that  would  operate  ftrongly  againflr  Ireland  .in  fnclt 
a  fpeculation,  and  that  was  the  double  freight :  for  the  price 
of  freight  and  in fu ranee  from  the  Weft  Indies  was  the  fame 
to  Ireland  as  to  England ;  the  Irifh  merchant  therefore  wouldv 
be  fuhjefted  to  the  ex  pence  of  landing,  re-fliipping,  and  ano- 
ther freight  and  infurance  to  Engladd,  together  with  double 
port  duties;  and  thence  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  infer,  that  the  Irifh  merchant  co.uld  not,  with  ad- 
vantage to  himfelf,  fupply  the  Britifb  market;  but  furely  he 
muft  have  forgot,  that  even  at  this  moment  Ireland  drew  a 
great  part  of  her  fugar  from  England ;  and  if  his  principle 
was  true,  the  latter  could  not  fupply  her  to  her  own  advan- 
tage, for  file  could  do  it  only  by  double  freights  ^md  double 
infurances  ;  therefore  the  very  circumftance  01  Ireland's  being 
fupplied  from  England  with  fugar,  demonft rated,  that  even 
under  double  freights  and  infurances  a  profitable  trade  could 
be  carried  on.  But  he  would  go  a  ftep  farther,  and  afk,  who 
would  undertake  to  fay  that  tiie  price  of  freight  and  infur- 
ance would  always  remain  as  high  from  the  iflands  to  Ireland, 
as  from  them  to  England  t  The  probability  was,  that  it 
would  be  confideraSly  reduced,  and  the  force  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  argument  would  proportionably  dimi- 
nifh.  Hitherto  he  had  fpoken  of  the  trade  of  Ireland  with 
England,  in  articles  the  growth  or  produce  of  the  colonies  ; 
he  would  now  beg  leave  to  fay  fomething  with  refpeft  to  the 
intercourfe  in  the  exchange  of^manufadtures.  It  was  by  thefe 
that  the  revenue  and  greatnefs  of  this  kingdom  were  upheld  ; 
and  therefore  whatever  fhould  tend  in  any  degree  to  af&ft  the 
one,  would  neceflarily  afFeft  the  other.  The  Coitimittee 
ought  therefore  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  caution  in  thebu- 
finefs,  left  they  fhould  inconfiderately  give  a  blow  to  the  ma- 
nufactures that  would  recoil  upon  the  revenue.  In  Ii eland 
the  manufafturer  was  in  the  pofleffion  of  advantages,  which 
were  unknown  to  thofe  who  were  employed  in  the  fame  line 
of  bufmefs  in  this  country;  labour  and  provifions  were 
cheaper  in  the  former,  and  this  circumftance  could  not  fail  to 
give  the  Irifh  a  fuperiority  in  our  market.  It  had  been  faid 
indeed,  that  the  benefits  arifing  from  t*^e  cheapnefs  of  labour 
and  provifions  in  Ireland  were  fufficiently  balanced  by  the  fu- 
perior  fkill  and  capitals  of  the  Englifh  manufa£turers.  But 
4id  gentlemen |ecolle6l,  that  notwithftandipg  this  fup^iority, 
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Aanufa£liirei  had  been  eftablifliedf  in  Ireland,  whidi  at  this 
moment  rivalled  the  like  branches  in  England  ?  That  they 
had  thriven  and  advanced  to  thaturity  and  perfeftion  under 
•^  the  difadvantdges  arifmg  from  fmali  capitals  and  inferior 
Ikill  ?  What  then  would  be  the  cafe,  (hould  flie  opulent  nun 
nufafturcrs  of  England  enfigrate  to  Ireland,  and  carry  with 
them  their  Ikill,  their  workmen,  and  their  capitals? 

The  Committee  could  not  forget,  that  it  had  been  given 
in  evidence,  that  invitations  had  been  fent,  and  encouragie- 
xnent  held  out  by  people  in  Ireland,  to  the  Englifh  manii- 
fafturers  to  go  over  and  fettle  there ;  and  it  was  in  the  re- 
colleftion  of  every  meiBber,  that  Captain  Brooke,  in  his 
letter  on  that  fubjeft  to  a  perfon  in  England,  had  afTured 
him,  that  provifions  and  labour  were  much  cheaper  in  Ire- 
land than  in  England.  He  was  aware  indeed,  that  it  was 
in  evidence  before  the  Committee,  that^in  fome  branches  of 
manufacture  the  wages  of  the  workmen  were  as  high  there  as 
in  great  Britain,  and  that  in  Dublin  they  were  even  higiier : 
but  gentlemen  would  give  him  leave  to  obferve,  that  though 
high  prices  might  be  given  to  very  fkilful  workmen,  in  the 
infancy  of  an  eftablifhment,  yet  when  it  (hould  once  have 
taken  root,  and  the  number  of  perfons  inftrufted  in  the 
iftanner  of  manufaikuring  become  great,  who  would  fay  that 
the  wages  would  continue  as  high  as  at  prefent?  No  one 
furely  would  venture  to  alfert,  that  in  a  country  where  pro- 
vifions and  living  were  very  cheap,  the  price  of  labour  w^ttld 
long  remain  as  high  as  it  might  be  there  even  at  this  moment. 
He  hid  good  ground  therefore  for  apprehending,  that  (hoald 
the  Englifh  market  be  thrown  open  to  the  Irifti,  the  Eng- 
lifh manufadurers  muft  neceffarily  fufFer,  and  with  them  the 
revenue  of  this  country — ^a  matter  of  ferious  alarm  and 
weighty  confideration  to  the  Committee. — ^The  inducement 
held  out  to  gentlemen  to  adopt  the  prefent  fyftem  was,  that 
it  would  finally  fettle  all  the  difputes  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  eilablifh  a  lading  peace  and  harmony  on  the  ruins 
of  jealoufy,  difcontent,  and  refentment.  A  very  defirahle 
objeft  unqueftionably — but  he  did  not  know  that  it  might 
not  be  obtained  at  too  heavy  an  expence,  if  the  profperity 
and  eflential  interefts  of  the  manufatflurers  of  this  country 
were  to  be  put  under  contribution  in  order  to  defray  it.— 
Suppofing,  however,  that  he  fliould,  for  the  fiike  of  perma- 
nent harmony,  confent  to  all  the  propofitions,  he  had  very 
firong  doubts  whether  that  fo-much-wiflied-fbr  hamony 
would  be  obtained.    He  found  in  the  i6th  refolution.  an 
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expreflion  wliich  he  feared  would  be  the  fruitfal  patent  of 
difcorj,  inftead  of  that  peace  that  all  the  good  menin  both 
countries  panted  for ;  and  before  he  proceeded  to  make  his 
obferva'tions  on  the  expreffion,  he  begged  leave  to  read  the  re- 
Iblution,  which  was  in  the  following  words  —  **  That  it 
"  is  expedient  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  Britifh  empire, 
*^  that  the  importation  of  articles  from  foreign  ftates 
"  (honld  be  regtilnted  from  time  to  tirne  in  each  Kingdom, 
*'  on  fiich  terms  »s  may  aflfbrd  an  effe^fuM  preference  to  the 
"  importation  of  fimilar  articles  of  the  growth,  produft,  or 
'*  raanofafture  of  the  other.'* 

The  word  eflfeftual,  in  this  refolmion,  might,  he  faid, 
create  difcord,  inftead  of  promoting  peace  between  the  two 
countries.  In  future,  all  treaties  relative  to  commerce,  ice. 
with  foreign  powers,  muft  be  made  by  England ;  who  moft 
confult  the  intcrefts  of  Ireland  in  fuch  treaties  equally  with 
her  own.  Now  in  forming  thefe  treaties,  a  Minifter  would 
find  himfelf  greatly  hampered  by  this  word  efieftual;  for  he 
might  not  kriow  wjiat  would  exaftly  pleafo  Ireland,  and  it 
Dfghr  not  be  fit  perhaps,  from  a  variety  of  circumftances, 
to  make  the  treaties  known  to  either  kingdom,  umij  thejr 
liould  have  been  concluded;  and  then  it  might  happen, 
hat  Ireland  would  think  ihe  had  caufe  to  com,)Iain,  that  an 
fffe<51ual  preference  had  not  been  fecured  to  her  in  the  BritUh 
narket,  and  might  perhaps  refolve  that  the  compa(ft  was 
jrokcii :  where  then  would  be  the  harmony  ?  But  this  was 
or  all ;  for  fhould  the  refolution  pafs  in  its  prefent  form, 
England  would  be  found  immediately  to  lay  a  duty  npon 
axfeed,  riiadder,  liiifeed,  and  other  articles,  which  ape  now 
nported  duty  free  from  foreign  countries;  and  as  aprefe- 
jjice  mu/l,  in  confequence  of  this  refolution,  be  given  to 
reland,  a  duty  muft  be  laid  on  thefe  commodities  except 
hen  th^y  come  from  Ireland;  for  if  they  fhouM  be  imported  • 
Jty  free  from  foreign  countries  as  well  as  from  Ireland,  then 
tere  could  be  no  preference  in  favour  of  Ireland,  and  con- 
quently  no  adherence  to  the  refolution :  the  confequence 
Quld  be  then,  that  a  duty  muft  be  laid  upon  them  when 
sported  from  foreign  ftates,  to  the  oppreffion  of  the  Englifli 
anufadlurcr,  and  fofely  for  aiding  the  Irifh.  Now  as  thit 
ould  be  very  unreafonable,  he  would,  in  the  firft  place, 
deavour  to.  have  the  refolution  rejefted  in  toto ;  if  he  mould 
t  fucceed  fn  that,  he  would,  when  it  fhould  be  imme*  * 

itely  before  the  Opmroittee,  move  an  amendment  to  thit 
cdt,  *'  That  a  preference  Aould  be  given  to  ItiA  articfes, 
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**  on  thofe  which  at  prefent  are  imported  duty  free  into  this 
**  country."  Another  inducement  had  been  held  out  by  tbc 
Minifter  to  induce  gentlemen  to  pais  the  prefent  refolutions, 
and  that  was,  that  they  would  put  an  end  to  the  war  of 
bounties  between  the  two  countries.     But  he  was  far  from 
being  fure  that  this  would  be  the  effeft ;  and  the  more  fo, 
bccaufe  this  country  was  now  about  to  part  with  the  only 
means  Ihe  had  in  her  power  to  prevent  fuch  a  w^ar.     He 
was  fatisfied  in  his  own  mind,  that  Ireland  would  be  much 
more  injured  by  a  war  of  bounties  than  Great  Britain  could; 
but  he  was  ready  to  admit,  that  both  countries  would  fufFer 
very  cffentially  by  it :  it  would  therefore  be  prudent  in  the 
Sritifh  legiflature  to  keep  in  its  hands  the  means  by  which 
it  could  prevent  fo  deftrudlive  a  war.   He  was  going  to  fpeak 
upon  a  delicate  fubjedl,  but  oji  fuch  occafions  it  became  him 
to  do  his  duty,  and  to  ftate  wh^t  he  thought  would  be  for  the 
benefit  of  his  country.     Soon  after  the  Revolution,  a  com- 
pafl  was  made  between  England  and  Ireland,  irf  confcquence 
of  which,  the  latter  cpnfen ted  not  to- interfere  with  the  for- 
mer in  the  woollen  manufafture;  in  return  for  which,  Eng- 
land agreed  to  give  every  encouragement  to  Irifli    linens, 
and  had  admitted  them  from  that  day  to  this  duty  free. 
Great  advantage  had  accrued  to  Ireland  from  this  ercou- 
ragement  ;  for  2ijboo,cxx)  of  yards  were  imported  into  this 
country  under  that  agreement;  thefe  might   be  valued  at 
1,500,0001.,  an  immenfe  fum,  upon  w^hich  no  tax  whatever 
was  raifed.     Whilft  England  fliould  remain  at  liberty  to  tax 
tl^  Irifh  linens,  or  to  prohibit  the  importation   of  them* 
this  country  would  have  in  her  own  hand  a  check,  th^: 
would  prevent  the  Iriih  from  laying,  prohibitory  duties  en 
Englilh  commodities :  (he  would  have  that  influence  that  a 

{^reat  cuftomer  would  have  on  a  fliopkeeper  to  prevent  hlzzi 
inom  ufing  him  ill,  .left  he  fliould  cany  his  cuftom  to  ano- 
ther fliop :  but  the  moment  the  prqfent  fyftem  (houfd  b? 
adopted,  England   would  lofe  tlie  power  w^hich  fhe  pofleiTcs 
at  this  moment  over  the  linens,  and  with  it  all  the  advant:?- 
ges  infeparable  from  fuch  a  power :  from  the  day  that  the 
refolutions  fliould  pafs,  England  could  not  either  tax  or  prc»- 
hibit  Irifli  linens;  though  the  Irifti  fliould  purf^e  fuch  -v 
line  of  condudl  as  might  call  for  fuch  a  meafure.    The  Pj.r- 
liament  of  Ireland  might,  at  a  futurfe  day,  lay  on  duties  ucdii 
the  name  of  countervailing  duties,  which  would  amount  : 
a  prohibition,  or  operate  as  bounties,  and  refolve  at  the  fao--^ 
time,  that  they  had  a  right  fo  to  do  under  the  prefent  agr  *r  h 
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ment;  they  had  done  fo  already  in  the  cafe  of  fugars,  bttt 
there  he  did  not  blame  them;  for  according  to  the  equalizing 
agreement,  a  heavy  duty  was  laid  in  Ireland  on  moid  fu- 
gars;  and  in  coniequence  of  that,  a  proportionate  duty  was 
laid  on  wrought  fugar,  as  a  proteftion  to  the  Irifli  refineries- 
He  did  not  think  that  the  duty  laid  on  the  importation  of 
printed  callicoes  and  cottons  as  defenllble :  no  man  would 
be  more  concerned  or  forry  than  he  fhould  be  eter  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  power  or  prohibiting  Irifh  linens ;  it  was, 
however,  a  power  that  he  would  be  equally  forry  to  refigri, 
becaufe  he  would  not  wifh  to  throw  away  the  means  of 
maintaining  peace  He  had  ftrong  objeftions  to  moft  of 
the  refelutions,  on  other  grounds  than  thofe  he  had  hitherto 
mentioned ;  he  obje6ted  for  the  want  of  reciprocity ;  for  the 
advantage  was  entirely  on  the  fide  of  the  Irifti,  and  there 
was  none  on  that  of  the  Engliih :  the  taking  off  prohibi- 
tions was  to  the  benefit  of  Ireland;  for  though  many  ex- 
ifted  in  this  country,  none  or  few  exifted  in  Ireland :  and  if 
England  gave  up  the  power  of  laying  on  prohibitory  duties^ 
Ireland  would  be  the  greater  gainer ;  for  if  this  country 
ihould  have  it  in  her  power  to  prohibit  Irifli  linens,  Ireland 
could  only  prohibit  the  exportation  of  her  provifions,  which 
bore  no  proportion  in  value  to  that  of  the  linens,  and  Eng- 
land could  do  much  better  without  thefe  provifions,  than  the 
Irifti  could  do  without  the  Englifli  market  for  their  linens; 
England  had  done  entirely  without  Irifh  provifions ;  and  it 
was  fince  he  had  become  a  member  of  Parliament,  that  the 
law  only  wliich  prohibited  the  importation  of  provifions  from 
Ireland  was  repealed:  aToolifli  and  abfurd  law  it  was;  but 
ftill  it  fhewed,  that  Irifh  provifions  were  not  neceflary  to 
this  country.  He  objefted  to  the  refolutions,  becaufs  they 
would  facilitate  the  fmuggling  of  an  article,  on  which  de- 
pended a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  revenue  of  this  coun- 
try; he  meant  the  article  of  fait.  The  Irifh  would  get  the 
rock  fait,  the  raw  material  of  the  manufaftpie,  from  Eng- 
land; and  manufafVuring  it  in  Ireland,  and  fending  it  over 
here,  they  might  make  an  enormous  profit,  not  lefs  than 
500  or  600  per  cent.  At  prefent,  an  Irifli  (hip  carrying  it 
to  England,  would  be  liable  to  feizure;  but  when  once  thefe  ' 
refolutions  fliould  have  pafled,  then  ftie  might  carry  it  with 
fafety  to  our  coaft :  if  an  opportunity  offered,  Ihe  might 
fmuggle  it  on  fliore;  if  it  was  difcoverej  on  board  bv  the 
•fiicers,  flie  had  ther^  onlv  to  enter  it  and  pay  duty  for  it. 

This 
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This,  of  courfe^  would  naturally  operate  as  a  great  cocou- 
vagement  to   fmugglling,  ^nd  coufequ^Qtly  would  expoie 
the  revenue  to  the  riique  of  a  coufideraUe  def;iIcatton.— ^ 
He  obje£led  alfo  to  the  refolutions,  becaufe  they  would  fisalof 
this  country  give  up  fecurities-  for  the  prefervation  «f  her 
trade  for  worfe;  becaufe  it  took  the  due  enforcing  of  the 
revenue  laws  out  of  the  hands  of  Eoglifh  cuftom-houfe  offi- 
cers>  over  whom  this  Parliament  has  a  control,  and  tranf- 
ferred  it  to  others  over  whom  it  has  none.     He  objefked  to 
fhem  finally,  becaufe,  though  it  was  faid,  that  they  woold 
put  an  end  to  non-iraport^ion  agreemeats  on  the'  pgtrt  of 
Ireland,  he  believed  they  would  produce  no  fiich  eSSoStu 
The  people,  Should  they,  on  any  future  occafion,  becosne 
diflatisfi^d  with  Governmeot,  ag^bft  which  the  law  could 
hjive  no  remedy;  and  confequently,  all  the  bad  effe6k$  a^^unil 
which  both  Parliaments  were  defirous  to  guard  at  pfcfent, 
might  continue  to  exifl,  though  the  Parliament  of  Irdand 
ihould  adhere  moil  fcrupuloufly  to  .the  compaft  with  this 
country;  and  he  made  no  doubt,  but  as  fur  as  that  aflem* 
biy  could  go,  their  nice  fenfe  of  honour,  and  theif  well- 
known  generofity  and  patriotUin,  would  induce  them  to  take 
caie,  that  both  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  'compaA  were 
obferved.^  However,  as  be  had  numbef lefe  objedtions  to  it 
even  in  its  prefent  form,  in  which  he  admitted  it  was  much 
lefs  exceptionable  than  when  it  was  firfl  op^d  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  he  would  oppofe  it  zb  tato';  but  ftoutd 
'      his  oppofition  fail  of  the  defired  fuccefs,  he  would  move  dif* 
f^rent  amendments  in  the  difierent  reTolutions,  as  they  ihould 
be  propofed  and  read  to  the  Committee. 
Mr.w.w.      The  right  honourable  fV*  fV*  Grenvilk  faid,  he  had  wait- 
CroBTiUc.   ed  with  great  anxiety  for  an  opportunity  to  deliver  his  fen- 
timents  on  thefe  proportions,  in  which  he  felt  a  deep  inte^ 
reft.    When  he  confldered  tl«  relative  fituation  of  Ei^iand 
-    and  Ireland,  he  ihould  have  conceived  it  impoffible,  had  be 
not  heard  the  noble  Lord  in  the  lafl  and  prefent  debate  oo 
the  Irifh  meafures,  that  any  man  in  his  fenfeis  could  have 
maintained  in  a  ferious  manner,  that  the  prefent  fyilem  of 
intercourfe  between  the  two  countries  could  pof&bly  fubilJl 
much  longer;  much  lefs,  that  it  might  continue  ror  ever^ 
with  mutual  advantage  to  both  countries.     He  confeiled  he 
was  much  furprifed  at  the  general  argument  of  the  noble 
Lord:  it  was,  the  noble  Lord  had -faid,  in  perfect  unifon 
%virh  the  whole  tenor  of  his   political  life:  it  \^as  io;but 
was  that,  he  afked,  a  reafon  why  it  fliould  be  better  intitled 

to 
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to  coafuJp^iOQ  and.refpfi^  ?  W^  it  bccaufe  it  breath^  .tljg 
iaone  ^jcit  MfUk  thofe  arguments  b jr  which  he  (upportqd  thf 
American  war,  that  grancl  criterion  of  the  noble  Lord's  prin- 
ciples and  Abilities,  that  a  Houfe  Commons  (houjd,  at  ^^i> 
day,  with  ^n  the  experianQ^  thisy  havQhad  of  the  nQbleLor^ 
fu&r  tljemfejves  to  be  in^pbfed  p^pon  by  hinj  on  the  prefent 
occafion^  becaufe  he  had  formerly* found  means  of  impofing 
on  another  Parliament  I  The  noble  Lord  feemed  to  ima- 
gine, ihat  Ireland  did  qot  call  for  any  alteration  in  the  fyf- 
tem  of  commerce  with  this  country,  and  that  it  was*  of^  . 
fered  to  hen  and  prefled  upon  her  by  the  Government  of 
England.  From  the  opportunity  Tie  had  from  his  gonnecr 
cion  wk^.  the  noble  perfon* (his.  brother,  the  Marquis  olf 
Buckingham,  to  whom,  when  he  was  Earl  Temple,  he  wy 
Secretary  in  Ireland)  who  hj^d  been  in  the  Lieutenancy  of- 
that  kingdom  ipme  time  ago,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  teeir 
ing  the  difpofition  of  the  people  there;  and  he  w^  fo  tbor 
roughly  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  altering  and  amending 
the  commercial  intercourfe  between  them  and  the  people  of 
this  cpuntry,  that  he  wrote  over  to  His  Majefty's  then  Mi- 
niAer^  his  fentiments  on  the  fubje6t ;  and  they  would  no 
doubt  have  turned  their  attention  to  fo  important  an  obje£l 
as  fcon  as  the  cpnclufion  of  the  peace  had  left  them  a  mo- 
ment's refpite  from  the  otb^r  weighty  concerns. pf  the  em- 
pire had  they  remained  in  office :  their  fuccefibrs  this  day 
had  t;dcen  it  up,  and  it  would  aflFord  him  unfpeakable  plea- 
fuie,  if  he  ihould  have  been  in  any  degree,  however  .bumble, 
inftrumental  in  reftorlng  harmony  and  union  to  the  two 
kingdoms;  and  as  his  right  honourable  friend  (^r*  Pitt) 
had  faid  on  a  former  day,  in  knitting  together  the  remaining 
limbs  of  the  empire.  Had  the  noble  Lord  been  but  as  well 
informed  on  the  fubjed  as  he  ought  to  have  heen  when  he 
was  in  o£Bc^  he  would  not  have  ftopt  where  he  did  in  the 
plan  be  had  laid  down  for  the  commercial  concerns  of  Ire- 
land; nor  would  have  waited  to  produce  his  plan,  fuch  as  it 
was,  until  it  bad  been  forced  irom  him  by  the  point  of  the 
bayonet:  the  luciila  tela  had  made  him  do  on  a  fudden,  ti^ 
what  (bund  policy  fliould  have  made  him  do  long  before. 
The  noble  Lord  feemed  to  think,  that  in  the  propofitions 
then  under  confideration,  the  reciprocity  was  all  on  the  fide 
of  Ireland;  but  his  Lordihip  muft  liave  hazarded  the  ex- 
preflioh  without  reflection.  If  England  fhould  prohibit  the 
importation  of  linens,  the  noble  Lord  thought  Ireland  would 
Vol.  XVin.  U  u  reta- 


330  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  i7«5. 

.retaliate  only  by  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  provifions : 
^nt  here  the  noble  Lord  had  furely  forgot  the  evidence  that 
had  beeh.  given  at  the  bar;  where  it  had  been  aflerted,  that 
the  raw  materials  of  many  of  the  great  manufaAtiFes  of 
England  were  brooght  from  Ireland :  (hould  the  Utter  then 
pr<3iibit  the  exportation  of  them,  what  would  become  of  the 
Englilh  manu&Aures  ?  Should  (he  prohibit  the  exportation 
of  woollen  yam,  how  greatly  would  the  ftaple  manufa&uie 
^  this  country  fufier  ?  Should  (he  do  the  fsme  with 
refpeA  to  raw  hides,  the  dii&rent  branches  employed 
in  the  leather  trade  of  Great  Britain  wonl4  be  utterly 
undone* 

He  obferred,  that  however  fortified  the  noUc  L.ord 
might  think  this  country  againft  any  boftile  proceedings  of 
the  Iriih  merchants,  by  the  power  which  ihe  had  of  prphi* 
biting  the  importation  of  Irifh  linens,  this  was  no  fecurhy; 
hecaufe,  fuch  a  prohibition,  would  operate  as  much  againd 
England  as  Ireland,  and  ultimately  more ;  becaufe,  by  that 
means  we  (hould  be  injured  in  the  article  of  our  fliipping, 
and  loie  the  carrying^of  the  Iri(h  linens  to  the  foreign  mar* 
kets.  Nor  would  this  be  the  only  bad  confeouence;  this  car* 
Tying  trade  being  thus  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  Iri(b, 
they  would  thereby  corttraA  habks  of  intercouHe  with  the 
^States  of  America,  and  with  other  foreign  nations,  that  would 
by  degrees  undermine  us  in  our  trade  to  thofe  countries. 
1'hus,  it  would  appear,  that  though  a  war  of  bounties  would 
Jbe  highly  prejudicial  to  Ireland,  it  would  be  little  lefs  ib  to 
England,  '  The  noble  Lord  was  of  opinion,  that  the  cheap- 
liefs  of  provifsons  would  enable  the  Iriih  to  uoderfel  the 
^  Englifli  manufadurer  at  hisewn  door:  but  he  had  brought 
no  proof  of  this ;  indeed  it  would  have  been  wonderful  it  he 
had,  for  nobpdy  knew  where  to  find  any  facli  proof:  on  the 
contrary,  it  had  been  proved  at  the  bar,  by  a  very  refpcc- 
table  gentleman  (Captain  Brook)  who  had  let  up  an  exten- 
dve  cotton  manufactory  in  Ireland,  that  he  had  always  give^i 
f  he  fame  wagejs  that  was  given  at  Manchefier ;  and  that  he 
had  on  n^ore  occafions  than  one,  with  difficulty  efcaped  wit)i 
his  life  from  his  workmen,  who^ad  confederated,  in  order  to 
compel  him  to  rajfe  tbeir  wages  bigger  than  thofe  that  were 
paid  at  Manche^er.  So  far  no  greater  cheapnefs  of  labour  ap* 
peared  iii  one  country  than  in  the  other :  but  foppo(ing  the 
wages  were  Somewhat  lower  in  Ireland  than  in  England,  be 
would  not  admit  tKat  as  a  proof  that  labour  was  in  fi& 
cheaper^  for  the'  true  way  to  eftimate  that  point  would  be  to 
-  ' '  fee 
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fee  what  work  was  done  for  the  monev,  and  if  the  work  way 
not  proportioned,  or  equal  to  the  price,  then  labour  could 
not  be  faid  to  be  as  low  as  from  the  wages  it  might  appear 
to  be.  The  noble  Lord  had  fjiid.  that  this  country  contri« 
buted  immenfely  in  tax^s  towards  the  fupport  of  Govern- 
ment! whilft  Ireland  was  comparatively  iintaxed,  and  wbuld 
contribute  nothing  to  the  common  caufe.  To  this  he  would 
reply,  that  if  England  was  heavily  taxed,  flie  bad  flow,  and 
had  had  the  benefit  for  a  whole  century  paft,  of  a  widely* 
extended  trade,  from  which  ihe  had  exciadtd  Ireland ;  and 
the  latter  had  already  eiven  to  England,  all  that  ihe  would. ' 
have  made,  if,  by  a  barbarous  and  eaually  abfurd  policy,  /he 
had  not  been  debarred  from  thofe  advantages  that  God  and 
nature  had  given  ber.  Her  poverty  occafioned  by  this  country- 
was  one  ground  of  her  claim  to  a  participation  of  that  trade 
too  long  engrofled  by  England ;  but  this  was  not  all,  for 
exclufive  of  the  army,  which  (he  kept  up  in  time  of  peace, 
and  the  3000  men  ihe  conflantly  lent  to  Great  Britain,  and 
paid  for  the  defence  of  the  Colonies,  in  return  for  this  final 
adjuftment,  Ihe  would  make  a  contribution  to  the  fupport 
ot  the  navy,  by  which  the  trade,  to  a  fiiareof  whichibe  was 
to  be  now  admitted,  would  be  proteAed* 

Mr.  Burke  remarked,  that  the  lanjgruage  held  out  by  the  Mr.Birke, 
right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  cloie  of  his  fpeech,  re«^ 
mmded  him  of  fentiments  fomewhat  fimilar  that  had  beende- 
livered  from  the  fame  bench  fome  few  years  ago  relative  to 
the  American  war ;  but  he  hoped  he  had  heard  them  this  day 
under  better  aufpices.  When  the  American  war  was  open-  \ 
ing,  the  language  of  the  Houfe  was,  <*  The  fupremacy  of 
^'  Parliament  muft  be  maintained.*'  ,But  alas,  this  fupre- 
macy was  ibon  renounced,  and  revenue  became  the  faihion* 
able  word,  fo  that  the  purfuit  after  contribution  had  fuc- 
ceeded  the  purfuit  after  dominion.  The  fupremacy  of  the 
Parliament  over  Ireland  had  been  renounced;  but  the  idea 
of  contribution  followed  clofely  at  the  heels  of  the  renuncia- 
tion of  dominion:  he  hoped  in  God  the  conclufion  of  this 
hufinefs  would  not  be  like  that  of  the  conteft  with  America. 
After  having  made  this  (hort  preface,  he  faid,  that  what  had 
failed  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft^ 
made  it.  neceflary  that  he  (hould  aik.tbe  right  honourably 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer  a  queftion,  relative 
to  the  fund  from  which  this  contribution  was  to  arife, 
Thoueh  he  was  not  pleated  with  the  notion  of  making 
Ireland  pay  juiy  tribute  as  a  compenfation  for  what  we  were 
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to  concede ;  yet,  fitfcc  flic  was  to  pay  it,  !t  ^btfld  1Sc  wcH 
worth  the  while  of  the  Committee;  to  be  ifltflfftted  &  the 
probable  amount  of  that  tribute.    Hfe  Wflfccd  t'o*  knp*r,\hcn, 
whether  the  hereditary  teife'nue  wa^  to  he  feoirtlitcd  'from 
every  other  fund  in  Ireland,  fo  that'ftic'chii^of  dfle  ptib- 
lic  might  noffirft  exhaufl  thisKefol^  JtriV  •dt1lkr%a'st<ni<W; 
aiid  alu>,  whetti^r  the  expence  of  coTteSting  t^s  ib^  dtiirgtA 
upon  it,  and'deduAed  from  it^  befofe  dny  difj^ftHe  ftirplus 
could  come. out  of  it  ? 
Mr.  Chin.  [    Mr.'  Chancellor  Pitt  cxprelfcd  Ms  filVprHif,  *thit  iht  right 
cdlorPun  lionourabje  gentleman  had  been  able  to  find';!^^  adalc^y  be- 
.tweieh  the  contribution  which  might  be  elpofted  firooi  nelind 
in  confequence  of  the  adjuftmeht  that  w;!s'tf(6il  utid£^  bonfi* 
deration,  and  the  revenue  which  fome  gentlemen  had  had  it 
.forbbJeS  to  raifc  in  America.     The  queftioh  ih  the  latter 
4^afe  was,  whether  men  interefled  irt  alleviatiilg  *A)e  burdens 
lof  themfelves  and  their  conftituents,  fiiould,  Vythe  faprente 
^       power  of  Parliarhent,  impofe  taxes  upon  perfons  whom  they 
did  not  reprefent,  and  raife  a  revenue  to  be  applied  to  the 
cafe  of  England,  without  leaving  to  the  Americans  th'e  right 
6f  afcertaining  cither  the  quantum  of  that  revenue,  or  the 
mode. of  ralfing  it?   The  contribution  from  Ireland  was  to 
*  bs  levied  and  granted,  not  by  England,  but  by  the  very  re- 
prefentativcs  of  the  people  of  Ireland ;  not  for  the  purpofe  of 
eafing  the  burdens  of  any  part  of  the  King's  dominions,  W 
to  maintain  the  navy,  by  which  the  common  interefts  of  both 
'England  and  Ireland  were  to  be  defended  and  fupportcd. 
Could  any  man  tec  any  one  feature  in  this  cafe  that  refemWcd, 
'  in  the  leaft  degree,  the  pidture  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the 
Ameripan  conteil  ?;  He  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
fpan*s  comparifon  of  two  qubftions  that  had  not  a  Ihadowof 
refemblance  to  each  other,  would  not  be  carried  over  to'  his 
native  country  without  this  reply  to  it ;  or  that  if  it  (hould, 
the  good  fenfeand  penetration  of  his  countrymen  would  pre- 
vent them  from  thinking,  that  in  the  application  of  a  furplos 
of  the  finking  fund  to  the  defence  of  the  common  intet^fis  of 
both  kingdoms,  there  was  the  moft  diftant  idea  bf  making 
one  pay  tribute  to  the  other.     Having  made  this  remark,  he 
'  faid,  he  would  anfwer  the  queAion  put  to  him  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  :  the  hereditary  revenue,  he  faid,  Jet  it 
produce  what  it  would,  fliould  be  charged  only  with  656,000!. 
.  all  above  that  (hould  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  navy;  and 
the  Irifli*  Parliament  would  of  courfe  add  to  the  65O,000l. 
fuch  other  funds  as  fliould  be  fufliciertt  for  the  different  efta- 
blifliments  both  civil  and  military ;  to  this  he  had  onljr  to  add, 
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:i  greii  8eil  d^^te^han-Tidd^bie^  -albedt  feoiartftd  aloft-on  Al 
IhbofiSlh  bf  *the'^  WAr  bonbtf^       gcdtfcttten  on  Iris  right 
liJfnit'  (^f.  5^1^'P?4«*)  the*  Ch^ncelfor  of  Ae  Exchequer 
fe^itltfd'to'fl^fld'in  demand?  of  atfiic^,  zniy  To^ohed  hf  th^t 
>cdilki'drl,  ^o  bft^^-evefytjppoCtion:  Iteeii^fed-iiot't^  ftaiat 
irs j)e8eftal, -nbr tte  jjelleftal 'JtS ifatuc* The  right hbiioffrifcle 
gefttleWafi  had  'thought  J>rC)ffer  tt>  feri^nd-him,  thdt  heiV2(»!i 
native  of  Weland  j  ft  was  tfne;  anflhe  coftceivad  th^  macli     • 
>tts  Jiie  by  every-lhan'to  tlfe  gliice  of  hts  nativity,  but  tWj 
IJuty  btigjht  hot  to  abfotb  ^very  other.   tWien  another  comt^ 
try  was  generoxis  toongji  to  teceiT^  a  iriah  Info  ht^  l>dfoHiV 
and  rtiife  hhn  from  ntothrqg^  as^this  gitat  coimtry  had  failed 
him,  to  ftations '  o^  th'e  greateflr  hdnour  and  truft,  anfl  cow- 
Teriedii^on  Mm  the  power  orf  doSriggood  to  millions,  fuch 
acountt-y  had  claims  upon  himiiot  inferior  to  thofe  of  ^that 
which  had  given  him  birth ;  it  was  the  dofty  of  4tich  a  mak 
\o  recoficile,  If  pofSbfe,  the  'two  dnties :  however,  fhotiM 
theytmfortunately  point  different  ways,  it  was  his  boutideft 
duty,  Vither  to  return  the  truft  rcpofed  in  him  by  the  adopts 
ing  pouhtt|y,  or  elfe  coiifider  its  interefts  as  pafamotihtt6 
every  otfter  upon  earth.  To  confolt  the  intcrefts  of  EtiglttiS 
and  Ireland,  to  Unite  and  eonfolidate  them  irfto  one,  Was'A 
Cafk  he  would  undertake,  as  that  by  which  he  could  beft  dif- 
charge  the  duties  he  6Wei  to  both.    To  Ireland,  indepeft- 
dehce  of  legiflature  'had  been  given ;   (he  was  now  a  co- 
ordinate, thbu^h  lefs  powerful  State ;  but  pre-eminence  and 
dignity  Wefe  due  'to  England;  it  was  ihe  alonp  that  muft 
bear  the  Weight  'and  burdeti  of  empire;   fhe  akme  mull 
.  pour  out  the  ocean  of  wealth  neceflary  for  tl\e  defence  of  it : 
Ireland  and  other  parts' might  empty  their  little  urns  tt> 
fwell  the  tide;  they  might  wield  their  little  puny  tridents; 
biit  the  great  trident  that  was  to  move  the  world,  muft  h% 
grafped  by  England  llone,  and  dearly  it  coft  her  to  hold  it. 
Independence  of  legiflature  had  been  granted  to  Ireland;  hut 
no  other  independence  could  Great  Britain  give  her  without 
reverfing  the  order  and  decree  of  nature :  Ireland  could  not 
be  feparated  from  Eiigland;  flie  could  not  exift  without  her; 
ihe  muft  for  ever  temain  under  the  prote£lion  of  England, 
her  guardian  angel.     From  thefe  principles,  he  trufted  the 
Coouaittee  would  perceive,  that  in  what  he  fliould  fay,  he 
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was  influenced  foldy^by  the  define  of  promoting  the  joint 
intereft  of  the  two  kingdoms.  He  then  returned  to  the  he- 
,  j:editary  revenue ;  he  laid  that  he  ibould  be  forry  it  were  to 
be  fo  underftoody  that  what  was  now  to  be  done  for  Ireland 
ihould  be  conditional)  viz«  that  there  fliould  be  a  forplus 
of  thci  hereditary  revenue,  and  that  it  fliould  be  applied  to- 
wards the  fupport  of  the  nrwy,  for  ke  was  very  much  afraid 
that  no  fucb  furplus  would  ever  exift,  and  he  would  ftate  his 
reafons  for  this  apprehenflon*  The  revenue^  in  the  firft  place, 
did  not  produce  at  prefent  above  630,000!.  and  when  the 
expence  of  coUeding,  the  amount  of  bounties,  and  draw- 
backs operating  as  bounties,  fhould  have  been  deducted,  the 
remainder  would  be  little  more  than  333,0001.;  now  here 
was  fo  little  of  a  furplus,  that  there  was  a  ddEicimcy  of 
323,oooL  which  would  be  wanted,  not«  to  make  a  forplus, 
but  to  make  the  fum  of  656,oooL  the  fum  that  muft  be  ap- 
plied to  the  fupport  of  the,  eftablifhments  before  a  £irthing 
of  furplus  could  be  applied  to  the  fupport  of  the  navy.  Was 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  ready  to  propofe  to  the  Irifh 
Parliament,  to  impofe  frefh  taxes  to  the  amount  of  333,ocx3l. 
a  year  ?  He  was  fure  he  was  not,  and  that  Ireland  could  not  bear 
fuch  an  additional  burden.  On  whatthen  did  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  found  his  hope  of  making  the  revenue  equal  to 
ihe  demand  upon  it,  and  fuperior  too,  if  a  furplus  was  to  be 
lexpeSed  r  Why,  on  this,  that  tlie  increafe  of  trade  would 
increafe  the  hereditary  revenue,  and  fwell  it  to  the  fize  re- 
uired  ;  but  a  momenrs  confideration  would  fhew  how  delu- 
ive  fuch  a  hope  was.  Mofl  of  the  articles  on  which  this 
revenue  was  railed  could  not  poflibly  increafe:  the  old  here- 
ditary cufloms,  granted  the  year  after  the  reftoration  of 
Charles  11.  bad  not  produced  more  for  half  a  century  than 
tliey  did  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution :  tea  was  not  known 
then,  and  therefore  there  was  no  tax  upon  it  when  the  I^re- 
ditary  revenue  was  given  to  the  Crown :  the  inland  excife 
had  fallen  oiF  very  much  fince  the  people  ceafed  to  drink 
beer  and,  ale  at  their  breakfaft,  and  had  fallen  into  the 
iafbion  of  drinking  tea.  The  Crown  and  quit  rents  could 
fiot  poffibly  be  raifed  one  guinea  higher;  they  produced  now, 
AS  they  always  had  produced,  and  always  would  continue  to 
produce,  64,0001.  and  no  more:  there  was  therefore  little 
hope  that  any  furplus  of  the  hereditary  revenue  would  or 
could  accrue.  He  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  manu- 
£;i6ljures;  Ireland^  he  obferved,  was  ^ot  heavily  taxed^  anJ 
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owed  but  a  fmall  debt :  fhe  had  not  n^^uiy  refburces ;  but 
ftilli  with  eeconomyy  flie  coold  make  an  efrort  occafionaDy, 
that  would  give  this  country  gteat  relief.  But  England,  on 
the  other  hand^  was  loaded  with  an  enormous  weight  of  debt 
and  taxes ;  however,  ihe  had^  in  her  trade  and  manuiadunes, 
the  moft  aftonifhxng  refources;  but  fhould  thefe  once  be 
taken  from  her,  the  immenfe  load  of  debt  would  crufli  her 
to  atoms;  at  kaft  it  would  throw  her  from  her  rank  among 
the  nations  round  her,  and  not  leave  her  wherewithal  to  de^ 
tend  either  Ireland  or  herfelf.  To  take  from  her  manu- 
fadhires  would  be  to  deprive  her  of  her  refource,  and  to  ef^* 
fed  ^e  ruin  of  the  two  kingdoms  at  once.  Ireland,  be 
faidy  was  too  prone  to  indulge  in  magnificence  beyond  her 
ftrength ;  ihe  would  wiih  to  have  dock  yards ;  ihe  wouM 
have  fortifications  to  defend  them ;  fhe  mult  purchafe  abroad 
every  crooked,  aye,  and  every  ftraight  ftick  necefiary  for 
thebuildingof  a  frigate;  ihe  muft  have  ftores^  and  an  im-' 
roenie  train  of  artillery; -and  ihe  would  be  completdy  a 
bankrupt  before  ibe  could  equip  even  five  frigates*  This 
country,  after  ages  of  commerce^  was  now  in  pofieffion  of 
what  lie  might  call  an  imtnenie  dead  ftock  of  ilones  and  guns, 
purchafed  with  m  immenfity  of  treafure :  to  her  then  would 
belong  the- care  of  fitting  out  fleets;  it  ihould  bethebufi* 
nefs  of  Ireland  to  aflift  her  in  another  way,  an^  it  was  afto- 
nifhine  how  mtjtch  the  Matter  might  do  by  purfuing  a  rigid 
plan  of  oeconoHiy.  He  was  ibrry  to  know,  that  at  pf^fent, 
in  time  of  profound  peacci  fhe  was  running  in  debt,  her  ex- 
peaces  greatly  exceeding  her  income :  but  he  remembered, 
that  in  the  year  1753*  me  had  been  able  to  pay  off  aconfi- 
derable  debt,  and  had  befidas  a  furplus  of  inOyOOoL'  in  her 
treafiiry :  but  what  was  truly  afloniihing,  and  he  had  beeh . 
a  witnefs  of  it  himfelf,  fo  loon  after  as  the  year  1761,  Aie 
was  enabled,  by  her  prudent  fyftem  of  cecoiiomy,  to  keep 
an  army  of  24,000  in  pay,  ot  which,  800a  were  lent  by 
her  to  fight  tihie  battles  of  Great  Britain  abroad,  whilft 
16,000  remained  in  the  kingdom  for  home  defence :  ihe  alio 
f^nt  33*000  recruits,  her  oyrn  natives,  at  her  own  expence, 
to  fill  up  regiments  in  the  Britifli  iervice«  and  fpent  above  . 
6oo,oooL  in  Germany  for  the  fupport  of  the  war.  This  was 
an  efibrt  from  which  England  had  reaped  the  greateft  advan- 
tage; and  fuch  might  the  future  exertions  of  Ireland  be  in 
time  of  war,  if  ihe  was  to  lay  down  a  fyftem  of  ceconomy 
in  time  of  peaces 

Mr. 


Mr.  Wr>*  .  fir,  WUb^^^ru  il3tQ4»  that  bdide$  tbei  wifli  be  had  long 
*'"*'^**  |y^»  su?4  lApr^  pucpcularly  fince  a  rec^t  incident,  to  explain 
lo.the  Houfe  c^  grounds  of  UisopiQioaoAtbcfubjoftoftbe 
ifiib  PropoiiUoos^  iie  was^  th{»  rather  d^iirous  of  doing  it  at 
tfa^  jpomeuc,.  l^ccaufi^  ti;ie  m^ter  had  been,  in  a  great  xneafure 
bspught  to  tpe  true  point  of  STu^  by  {;he.  right  honourable 
mit]|?9U(i)9  inrho  had  iormediatelT  pjcec^edhina,  (Mr. BocLe), 
l9i  his  p^ty  thot^  qndoubtediy  it  becjaine  the^oofp  to  ex^ 
aoiine  and  weigt^  with  care  the  commercial  conceptions  that 
veppmaklng  to  Ireland^  9nd  that  therefore  it  had  very  pro^ 
pcrly  gone  into  the  ftate  of  the  di&rent  mAUufiidnres^  yet  h« 
fould  not  help  faying,,  that  diis  tpieilion  had  been  treated  too 
much  as  a  oommerctal,  and  too  little  as  ^  political4>n^  ;  aind  ia 
fxamining  into  the  minvtiaB  of  the  detail^  gentlepaea  had  not 
Adverted  to  what  was,  sis  had  been  ju^  ftated  to  theai>  the 
%f^  gueftioni  whether  on  the  whole*  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived to  this  country  from  the  adoption  jqH  thefepropofifetons 
Ifduld  repay  us  for  the  facrtfices  to  be  made?  Inia  wo  the 
ground  on  which  be  wiihed  the  propoiitiojns  to  be  tried,  that 
^n  which  he' was  willing  to  give  his  vote  for  paffing  thiiSu 
This  vote  however  he  could  i^ot  give^  ^^sit  he  of  opinion,  that 
for  all  i^e  were  to  grant  we  were  only  to  receive  in  fet\ini  the 
furplus  of  the  herediury  rtvenMes  4l>oye  b^^cnq^  This 
boweyerwas  not  likely  to  be  that,  baxr^^  unpjodu^hre  gift 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  j:epf efeiUed  it ;  for  it  it 
were  true  that  (bme  articles  of  which  it  ponl^fted  wens  tu>t  on 
the  increafe,  there  were  others^  ao4  thofe  to  four  tioies  the 
amount  of  the  former,  which  could  not  hi)t  increafe  with  the 
incrcafmg  pipfperityand  opnlenjce  9f  Ir^aiid;  and  he  could 
not  hut  think  that  many  th^ks  were  dii^  \o  Admi^iilration 
vrlio  had  made  this  £r}l  attempt  to  fe<;ure  a  certain  co^tribu* 
sion  from  Ireland  ibf  the  common  4e&Rce  of  the  empire. 
.  «  But  tlie  advantages  we  were  to  derive  from  this  fettlement 
were  not  merely  the  hereditary  revenue;  befides  fome  of  a 
comniercial  fort,  fuch  asfecuring  &revc;r  th^  repeiying their 
yarn»  ^V^d  the  prohibition  of  our  wool,  tlie  fecqring  that  they 
would  take  all  their  Weft-India  produce  from  our  colonies, 
&c»  the  grand  benefit  in  his  mind  was,  that  it  eftabliiked  a 
£nal  ai>d>  permanent  fettlement,  and  by  afcertaining  the  re- 
ipe£live  claims  of  the  two  countries,  tended  to  ftpp  all  futufft 
jealoufies,  and  eftabliih  harmony  and  good  will.  If  fonie- 
thing  was  not  now  don^  he  was  convinced  that  a  revival  of 
proteiSing  duties  and  non-importation  agreements  would 
bring  about  a  commercial  warfare  i  and  who  was  there,  that 
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was  pf^red  te  fay  the  niifcliief  woqM  end  -tfieik^ }    Gehtfe* 
men^  becauie  thev  were  not  at  this  monient  under  the  a^ftml 
preflare  <if  dtftrm,  t>ught  not  to  treat  thefe  apprehenfions 
as  itns^nary.     TTie  right  honourable  gentleman  had   faid^ 
that  it  was  for  the  intereft  of -Ireland  to  continue  coniiefied 
1*  ith  Great  Britain,  feecaufe  fhe  was  too  weak  to  truft  to  her 
oWn  fingle  ihength,  and  therefore  ihe  would  ever  continue  (o 
cotine£led«     But  furely  this  aif;tiHient  might  liave  been  urged 
with  equal  weight  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  when 
three  years  ago  he  gave  Ireland  a  complete  legiflative  autho* 
rity  independent  of  Great  Britain,  as  he  ftated  with  i^ifinite 
pain  and  relnftance,  without  alking  any  tiling  in  return  fqt 
it;  it  might  then  have b^n  faid.  Do  not  fear  thefe  hoAile ap* 
pearances,  for  it  istTie  intereft  of  Ireland  not  to  diflblve  her 
connedion  with  Great  Britahi ;  but  either  this  argument  wa« 
not  then  urged  by  the  right  honourable  friend  and  the  right 
hoD^urabie  Secretary  of  State ;  or,  ?f  Mrged,  the  force  of  it  ww 
not  admitted.     States,  Irke  individuals, .  too  often  a6led  from 
motives  of  caprice  and  paflion ;  and  foolf/hly  wouM  experi- 
ence prove  him  to  a;^ue,  who  fhouM  mdintaih  that  they 
would  take  fuch  and  fucli  a  line,  becaufe  it  was  conceived  to 
be  their  intereft  to  do  fo.  '  Thefe,  then,  were  the  advantages 
which  England  would  reap  from  this  fettlement;  but  -what 
were  the  objeftions  which   had  been  made  to  it  ?     They 
had  been  either  general^  as  founded  on  the  lower  price  of  la^^ 
hour,  of  provilions,  &c.&c.  giving  fuch  advantages  to  the 
Irifh  ixianufa£lurer  as  would  enable  him  to  underfel  the  Bri- 
tiih  manufacturer  in  the  foreign  market,  and  ev«n  in  this 
country :  as  far  however  as  the  fupply  of  our  own  market 
was  concerned,  he  thought  we  were  completely  guarded  by' 
the  countervailing  duties,  making  the  dired  impefitions  e^ual» 
whtlft  the  difierence  in  labour,  proviilons,  &c.  &c.  were  more 
than  compenfated  to  us  by  the  greater  fkill,  ingenuity,  and 
ftill   more,   the  greater  capital  of  our  manufacturers!    He 
begged,  however,  that  the  admonition  of  his  right  honotna- 
ble  friend,  in  a  former  debate,  might  be  attiended  to,  ^nd  thut . 
theHoufe  would  not  haftily  conclude,  that  of  neceffity  com- 
modities muft  be  dearer,  where  the  neceflaries  of  life  and  la- 
bour were  high:   the' contrary  had  been  proved  by  a  vtry  in*- 
genious  author,  both  from  theory  and  experience.     He  en- 
larged on  this  idea,  mentioning  the  cafe  of  our  lending  otft 
iron  manufadtures  to  Sweden,  though  the  taw  material  came 
from  thence,  fobjedi  to  high  duties  there,   and  higher  here ; 
and  with  thde  ^iladvantages,  and  "  others  iof  two  freights. 
Vol.  XVIII.  X  x  double 
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double  infurance,  he  believed  many  of  them  were  fold  cheaper 
theie  than  the  (ame  articles  of  their  domeftic  manufa^ure. 
Mn  Wilberfbrce  particularly  difcufled  the  fubje£ls  of  the 
iron  and  the  woollen  manafaAure;  with  r^ard  to  the  for- 
mer, he  feemed  to  think  the  prefervation  of  that  trade  an  ob- 
jeSt  fo  eflential  to  us,  that  rather  than  lofe  it,  we  ought  t9 
keep  it,  by  granting  a  bounty.    With  regard  to  the  wuollea 
manufa£lure,  he  confefled,  that  whenever  he  thought  of  its 
infinite  importance  to  this  coilintry,  and  recalled  to  his  mind 
the  population,  the  wealth,  the  fpirit  which  it  produced  in  the 
county  he  had  the  honour  to  feprefent,  he  felt  himfelf  mote 
ftrongly  impelled  to  pafs  the  refolutions,  knowing,  that  if  any 
thing  was  to  interrupt  the  harmony  between  the  two  na* 
tions,  this  would  be  the  firft  point  in  which  Ireland  would 
fufler  her  jealoufy  to  operate;  tliat  the  Houfeknew  that  pro- 
te6ling  duties  had  been  talked  of,  and  perhaps  only  warded 
off  by  the  appearance  that  the  Iriih  queftion  would  ihortiy 
undergo  a  complete  difcuffion.     Mr.   Wilberforce    fpoke  « 
the  pain  he  felt  in  differing  from  a  part  of  his  confiituents, 
but  trufted  they  would  give  him  credit  for  aAing  from  up- 
right and  honourable  motives.     He  defired  to  take  this  op- 
portunity of  correding  a  miftake  which  had  gone  into  the 
world,  that  a  noble  Lord  in  a  preceding  debate  had  charged 
his  colleague  and  himfelf  with  refvlfing  to  prefent  a  petiuon 
which  had  been  tranfmitted   them  by  their  conftituents* 
This  charge  the  -noble  Lord  had  never  made;  the  fad  was, 
the  only  petition  againft  the  Irifh  proportions  out  of  Yod- 
ihire  had  come  from  Sheffield,  which  Mr.  Duncombe  ani 
himfelf  had,  as   was  their  duty,  taken  the  earlieil  opport  J* 
nity  of  laying  before  the  Houfe.     He  then  returned  to  the 
queftion,  and  replied  to  an  argument  of  Mr.  Fox%  refped- 
ing  the  encouragement  to  frauds  in  the  revenue,  which  would 
be  given  by  thefe  propofitions.     Thefe  obje£tions    however 
being  fliewh  to  be  of  no  weight,  it  did  not  follow,  that  what 
we  gave  to  Ireland  was  little  or  nothing,  becaufe  we  ihouM 
not  lofe  much  by  it  ourfelves:  Ireland  already  enjoyed  cverr 
thing  in  her  intercourfe  with  foreign  nations  before,  that  Ok 
would  after  the  paf&ng  of  the  refolutions;  but  befides  many 
other  benefits  which  had  been  fo  much  enlarged  on  by  others 
that  it  was  unneceffary  for  him  to  trouble  the  Committee 
with  a  repetition  of  them.    He  then  adverted  to  the  meal'ur; 
of  an  union  which  had  been  alluded  to,  confeffuig  it  was,  in 
his  opinion,  the  beft  fcheme,  but  at  the  fame  time  abiblutelr 
impra(5ticable;  who  would  think  that  Ireland,  with  the  proud 
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ideas  file  enteitains  of  her  Parliament,  would  confenrtoftfnd 
deputies  to  our  Parliament?    This  was  the  moft  unfavoura- 
ble moment  for  the  attainment  of  this  meafure,  when  Engr 
land,  from  having  been  ufed  to  exercife  fupremacy  over  the 
Irifliy  would  be  likely  to  gjve  lefs ;  and  Ireland,  from  having 
juft  freed  herfelf,  as  fhe  dated,  from  Britain's  yoke,  would  be 
likely  to  be  more  infolent  in.  her  demands.    He  b^ged  the 
Committee  would  obierve,  that  moft  of  the  obje£lions  to  the 
propofed  fettlement  applied  equally  to  the  cafe  of  union.    He 
alfo  hoped  the  Committee  would  bear   in   mind,   that  the 
adoption  of  this  fcheme  by  no  means  rendered  an  union  im- 
pradicable,  which  the  noble  Lord  had  ftated  as  a  meafure  to 
the  embracing  which  the  Iriih  would  be  induced  by  a  regard 
to  the  Proteftant  intereft,  and  other  motives,   the  eikA  of 
which  would  be  by  no  means  weakened  by  the  pafling  of  tho 
prcfent  proportions.     Mr.  Wilberforce  then   renewed  the 
line  of  argument  with  which  he  had  fet  out,  imploring  gmi*- 
tlemen  to  confider  well  what  they  were  about,  when  they  re'- 
je<9:ed  the  plan  for  a  permanent  fettlement  with  Ireland: 
there  were,  he  faid,  many  conflderations,  both  to  alarm  our 
fears,  and  to  animate  our   hopes:  the  former  was   an  un« 
pleailng  fpeculation,  but  he  could  not  help  deiiring  the  Com-> 
mittee  to  go  into  it:  when  the  difadvantages  of  a  rupture 
with  Ireland  were  ftated,  it  feemed  to  have  been  entirely  for- 
got that  there  were  other  countries  with  whom  flie  might 
form  commercial  and  other  connections,  which  might  be  at-^ 
tended  with  fatal  confequences  to  England,  and  he  was  free 
to  fay,  in  the  end  to  Ireland  herfelf;  but  it  was  an  ungrateful 
difcuflion  which  he  had  rather  fly  from,  and  leave  thefe  hints 
for  every  man's  mind  to  ruminate  on;  he  had  more  fatisfac- 
tion  in  confidering  the  happy  confequences  that  might  refult 
from  the  reftoration  of  good  fellowihip  and  harmony   be- 
tween  the   two  countries.    He  trufted   thefe  proportions 
would  manifeft  to  Ireland  that  we  confidered  her  not  with 
the  jealoufy  of  a  rival,  but  the  aflfeflion  of  a  fifter  kingdom; 
and  that  mutual  confidence  and  good  will  would  produce  an 
unity  of  eflForts  for  the  promotion  of  the  common  profperity 
and  welfare  of  both  countries ;  this,  he  faid,  would  infinitely 
repay  us  for  any  facrifices  we  were  then  called  on  to  make; 
one  advantage  he  had  forgot  to  ftate  would  refult  from  the 
increafing  wealth  of  Ireland,  viz.  that  we  ihould  have  a  rich 
cuftomer  inftead  of  a  poor  one.     Mr.  Wilberforce  begged 
the  Committee  would  not  be  fcrupulous  in  fixing  their  eyes 
on  any  trifling  defe(ft,  if  any  fuch  fliould  be  found  in  this 
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E^at '  mS  extonfive  fy%in«  H^  wduld  bonow  the  r^t 
nourable  gentleinan,'s  allufion,  6e  faidy  of  tho  ftatue^d  the 
]iedeAal,  and  apply  it  to  the  prefenj^  cafti*  Tbompftcde- 
brated  fculptor  of  antiquity  had  fihifhed  a-ft^ltie,  whfch  was 
laying  00  the  ground;  and  one  perfon  fouod  one  fstnlu  and 
another  another ;  here  a  fpcek,  there  a  flaw;  but  when  placed 
oa^its  pedeftal,  all  thefe  little  deformities  and  irvegulafkies  of 
the  furface  difappeared,  and  every  one,  when  it  was  placed  in 
its  true  point  of  view,  and  was  feen  altogether,  was  ready 
to  acknowledge  the  fymmetry  of  the  proportion  and  the 
beauty  of  the  whole  figure.  Mr.  WUberforce  ftated,  that  he 
believed  this  was  the  cafe  even  in  the  prefent  oaocneot;  that  ia 
fpite  of  the  petitions  which  had  been  pcefenied^  themAJoriry 
of  the  People  of  England  were  friends  to  tlie  plan  propofed. 
Mr.  WUberforce  concluded  by  flating,  that  he  thought  grui 
thanks  were  due  to  his  right  honourable  friend  fer  bis  having 
bokUy  brought  forward  a  fyftem  for  a  fettleroent  with  Ire- 
land>  undaunted  by  tlie  certain  oppoiition  it  muil  ineet  with 
ftom  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  tlie  mifreprefentationsof 
it  v«hich  were  now  to  be  fpread  through  the  country;  be 
trufted  his  right  honourable  friend  would  thus  alwagrs  hazard 
his  own  fituation  for  the  public  good;  and  obferved^  t-Nit  the 
difference  between  his  boldnefs  and  th^t  of  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  was,  that  the  one  could  not  be  ihewn  to  be 
influenced  by  any  but  difinterefted  motives;  wKefea%  froa 
accident  no  doubt  k  had  happened,  that  the  bold  roeafttres  of 
the  right  hofiourabtegentlem^  were,  fuch,  the  India  bill,  the 
coalition,  &c.  as  were  likely  at  the  fame  time  to  ferve  tbe 
country,  and  protnote  the  particular  interefts  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  and  his  party. 
Mr.  Pel.  irtr.  Ptlham  dccJared,  that  he  never  knew  party  attachment 
^^'  more  exemplified  than  in  the  conduct  of  the  hononraible  geo- 
tieman  who  profbfled  himfelf  fo  much  exempt  frcw  it^  nor 
could  he  conceive  through  what  other  medium  be  could  view 
thofe  propofitions  in  fo  favourable  a  light.  He  difeufled  the 
former  proceedings  refpefling  Ireland,  and  was  partkolariy 
pointed  on  Mr.  Grenville's  expreffion  of  the  former  refolu- 
tions  being  carried  by  the  ppint  of  a  bayonet^  Declarations 
fuch  as  this,  he  faid,  came  not  with  the  heft  grace  from  that 
honourable  gentleman,  when  it  was.  temeinbered,  that  the 
do£lrine  of  total  renunciation  was  fupported  in  this  Houfebf 
him,  when  he  was  the  Miniiler  of  Ireland.  Whatever  con- 
ceffions  might  be  thought  necellary  from  this  country  to  Ire- 
land was  due  to  it,  in  its  dependent  ftate;  but  now  being  in- 
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^0pea4ei)t>  a^d  a  feparate  iraperial  l^ng^copt  i(  had  no  ri^yi 
te  fartak^  of  our  cefouroQs,  without  participating  ociuallyoi 
Qi^p  bUirdeqK  Th&advMt^ge  of  tr:^  already  ei^nded  le  beis 
kad  pf oved  i(\}iiripus  to  England,  by  di^priving  it  o£  thnet 
feuctha  ^f  t!^^^  trade  ^hi?h  it  before  had  ia«»ertiagtt  Irer 
)aa4«  A&tr  tou^hiog  oo  the  unpopularitiy  of  the  la^fui^ 
bet  pvo^^edis^  tQ  ihew^  t^t  labour  was  tmch  ejim^  in  Ip»^ 
Wid  tiiiaA  ke^«^.  though  the  contrary  was  h.  oHicb  concende^ 
foF.  The  Committee  had  h^rd  the  depQfitioDS>  of  twe  man 
wfa^uretrs  ;  qqlq  of*  whoip  h^ut  hi»  ipaniA^^tary  in  ^England^  _  . 
^Fid  paid  lOyOOol.  per  annum  to  the  re?eouc^  w^h,  at  th^ 
rate  of  i>5  per  cef^u  on  his  <:a$iftfal,  muft  prove  him  to  havii 
fr^ni  i^OyOdbl.  te  )3p>oooU  i^^  the  bufinefsi  whichigsivo  enn 
ployfn^t  to  6;^QCQ  hands  :  the  other  an  IriA  mwufadurer^ 
with  ar  capi<;al  of  So^qoqK  to  40,000!,  hj^  qwP)  and  a«  inuc]^ 
more  borrowed  of  the  Irifh  Parliaaient :  and  what  put  thft 
cheapfiefs'  of  ^our  beyond  a  doubt  wa?,  tha^  thefe  mei^  oa 
tlie  fmaller  c^^i^ital,  employed  20,000  b^s*  Adrerting 
then  10  the  coaipenfation  frcm  the  hereditary  re^enue^  he  ar-* 
gued  that  it  was  onlry  idaal^  there  being  acdi^ilig  to  prevent 
the  Irifh  Pariiament  from  expending  the  &11  furplus,  iC 
there  flioold  be  any>  to  die  encouragenMnt  of  their  omfq  ms^ 
Rufi^ures  by  bounties*  For  th^  reaffons  he  declared  him-^ 
feJf  an  enemy  to  the  proportions,  and  was  di»termiiied  U| 
TOte  againil  them. 

Mr«  Qienyilk  explained  the  necefllty  of  his  fupporting  th*  Mr.  €km^ 
total  renunciation  oi  legLflative  authority  over  Irelaxidy  as  ^*^^* 
every  mao  in  the  country  was  of  opinion  the  fimple  repeal  of 
Poyning*s  law  would  be  iniufficient,even  while  it  was  voting 
by  the  Parlijiment  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Hamaut  faid>  his  opinions  were  unfriendly,  to  the  pro-  Mr.  Ram- 
pofitionSy  from  an  apprehenfion  for  the  iron  trade;  but  now  ^^ 
having  aflurances  that   the   diiSculties   in  that   particular 
WQidA  be  removed,  lie  was  relblved  to  vote  in  £lvour  of  them* 

Mr.  SberiJan  obierved,  that  as  feveral  fre(h  petitions  came  Mr.  sbni* 
in,  and  thai  gentlemen,  not  fufficiently  acquaiiited  with  the  ^*"* 
Aibjedl,  would  wijQai  for  more  time,  he  would  mov^  that  the 
C^hairman  report  progrefs,  and  aft.  leave  te  fit  again. 
.  Mr.  Powlett  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  piopofitions. 

Mr.  A«r  rofe  when  the  queftion  was  going  to  be  put,  (ay*  Mr.  F«i. 
mgf  thfit  afcer  having  exprefled  his  fentimeats  fe  fully  on  ^ 
former  day,  and  after  hearing  his  noble  friend  dtfcufe  them  ib 
ahly  to*night,  he  (hould  not  have  troubled  the  Committee  a% 
tkb  tfaw  with.  an)i  aematks^  if  ibmt  oUecvatittis  had  no^ 
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failcfiy  in  the  eourie  of  the  debate,  from  gentkmeh  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houft,  dire£led  (o  perfonally  to  him,  that 
Hot  to  take  fome  notice  of  them  would  be  pleading  guilty  to 
the  charge.  It  was  not  without  fome  aftoniihment  that  he 
heard  the  proportions  defended  on  the  fcore  of  their  popula- 
rity, and  that  aftoniihrnent  was  incfeafed  when  he  refle&ed 
on  the  quarter  from  whence  that  defence  came*  The  ho- 
houraUis  gentleman,  who  was  reprefentative  for  the  county 
of  York,  and  who  could  not  be  unacquainted  with  the  fenti- 
nents  of  his  conftituents  on  the  prefent  meafure,  as  they  in- 
Arn&td  him  to  vote  again  ft  it,  exprefled  the  drfapprobation 
of  his  numerous  ^nd  refpefkable  conftituents  in  the  fame 
breath  that  he  ai&rted  the  popularity  of  the  meafure.  That 
circumftaQce  alone  fhould  have  ihnrufled  him  better,  if  be 
was  not  to  be  informed  by  the  petitions  which  crowded  the 
table,  containing  the  fignature  of  fome  hundred  thoufands. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  opinions  of  the  People  were  ap- 
parently coUe^d  from  a  lefs  numerous  and  lefs  voluminous 
\foiy  <H  evidence.  There  was  a  time  when  coUed^ed  opinions 
were  oppofed  to  meafures :  and  when  thefe  opinions  were 
confidered  decifive  on  a  queftion  to  which  the  epithet  of  nih 
was  this  day  added,  while  the  more  lenient  agreeable  epithets 
of  courageous' and  bold  were  applied  to  the  fubjedl  now  under 
tonfideration.  But  without  taking  to  himfelt  the  cjedit  of 
much  fagacity,  he  could  not  be  fuppoied  totally  ignorant  of 
the  danger  to  which  he  expofed  himfelf  tn  his  fyftem  for  the 
government  of  India.  Perhaps  the  charge  of  rafhnefs  was 
not  fo  ill-founded  as  he  at  firft  imagined,  when  it  was  confi- 
deredthat  henegieded  to  fupport  himfelf  on  the  pedeftal  on 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  ere&ed,  and  reft- 
ing  on  conftitutional  fupport,  or  the  good  opinion  of  Parlia* 
ment,  and  the  confidence  of  His  Majefty  fignified  in  the  ar- 
rangement qf  that  Miniftry,  it  was  furely  the  extremeft 
weakness  to  abandon  that  pedeftal,  to  which  he  fliould  look 
as  the  atlas  of  Adminiftration.  If  fuch  was  the  honourable 
getitkman's  meaning,  he  gave  him  credit  for  his  fincerity; 
and  be  acknowledged  that  his  India  bill  was  a  meafure  of  veiy 
great  rifque.  But  unpopular  as  that  bill  was,  as^  much  as  it 
was  decried,  he  was  ready  at  all  times  to  defend  himfelf  on  it, 
atnd  the  experience  of  another  fyftem,  which  was  more  fvc- 
cefsful,  gave  him  no  reafon  to  change  his  opinion.  He  gave 
gentlemen  credit  for  the  adroitnefs  and  dexterity  with  which 
they  contrived  to  intioduce  this  bill,  and  blend  it  with  every 
other  fubjedi ;  he  was  aUb  prepared  to  heai^  the  Amenean  war 
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adverted  to^  however  foreign  ;o  the  fiibjeft.    But  among  tha 
many  advantages  of  youths  it  was  no  inconiiderable  one,  that 
m  afiairs  of  which  they  knew  little  but  by  report,  in  traaf- 
a£bion8  in  which  they  never  bore  any  part,  young  gentlemen^; 
after  taking  their  feats  in  Parliament,  were  at  liberty  to 
chooie  whatever  fide  (hould  then  be  moft  popular,  in  a  quef- 
tion  that  was  long  before  difpofed  of.    To  hear  fuch  perfons 
talk,  who  would  not  fuppofe  that  they  partook  in  the  toil  of 
refilling  thofe  meafures  in  their  progrefs  ?  ^  Who  could  hear 
the  declamation  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wilber- 
force)  but  muft  be  of  opinion  that  to  him  belonged  the  merit 
of  concluding  the  American  war?    But  thefe  were  auxili* 
aries  which  never  £uled  of  being  called  in  to  fupply  the  ab- 
fence  of  reafon  and  of  argument.     An  honourable  gentle* 
man  (Mr.  Grenville)  in  a  I'peech  of  confiderable  length,  re- 
plete with  inveflives  and  declamation,  ufed  no  other  argu- 
ments except  what  were  before  urged  by  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  whq  moved  the  proportions :  nor  did  he  reply 
to  any  argument  againft  them,  but  what  confifled  in  mifre- 
prefentation;  and  indeed,  for  the  beft  of  reafons,  becaufe  the 
arguments  ufed  in  oppofition  to  them  were  perfedly  unan- 
fwerable.    In  the  prefent  arrangement,  whenever  there  was 
advantage,  it  lay  on  the  (Ide  of  Ireland ;  but  to  this  country 
every  provifion  was  adverfe.     It  was  curious  reafoning  to  ac- 
count for  the  claufe  by  which  Iriih  linens,  which  was  their 
ftaple  commodity,  fhould  continue  to  be  imported,  duty  free> 
into  England,  by  faying  that  the  fame  exemption  from  duty 
{hall  be  there  extended  to  Britiih  linens.     It  would  be  as  rea- 
fonablein  France  ihould  flie  treat  with  them  on  fimilar  terms^ 
to  fay,  you  (hall  fuffer  our  wines  to  be  imported  duty  free 
into  Great  Britain,  and  we  in  return  will  admit  your  wine 
duty  free  into  France,  whenever  you  may  have  any.   There 
were  but  two  ways  by  which  this  country  and  Ireland  might 
meet  on  equal  terms;  either  to  take  off  all  duties,  and  admit 
every  Indifcriminate  article  from  either  country,  or  to  lay  ge- 
neral duties,  aJ  valorem^  on  every  commodity.    The  fixteenth 
propofition,  if  worded  with  a  view  to  promote  cayil  and  in- 
creafe  ambiguity,  could  not  be  more  fuccefsful,  nor  could  any 
words  be  ufed  more  likely  to  be  produflive  of  difpute  than 
*'  effe£lual  preference.*    And  the  alteration  of  the  fifth  pro- 
portion tothe  twelfth  was  liable  to  the  fame  remarks*    The 
idea  of  countervailing  duties,  carried  an  abfurdity.  on  the 
very  face  of  it ;  for  as  it  was  not  only  necefTary  to  equalize 
the  duty  of  the  internal  excife,  but  to  bring  it  to  a  fair  bar 
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hnce^  it  woaM  alfo  be  neceflary  to  confider  all  tbe  filt^ant 
and  incidental  expences  to  which  the  Britifh  mamifiifhireis 
were  unavoidably  expofed*  There  were  fonie  taxes  in  this 
cotmtry  which  it  would  be  impoflible  to  countert^il,  as  the 
houfe^  the  fervant,  and  commutation  tax,  &c.  &c*  He  faw 
none  of  thofe  beauties  in  contemplating  tbe  Aatue,  of  which 
an  honourable  gentleman  Jb  much  boafted.  The  commercial 
complaint  of  Ireland  he  always  confidered  ill  founded, 
though  he  thought  otherwife  of  their  political  ones;  but 
whatever  ground  of  complaint  they  might  have,  this  trer- 
tainly  wks  not  the  meafure  which  could  in  any  degree  (atisfy 
them.  They  wanted  not  this  participation ;  they  looked  for 
proteding  duties ;  and  were  the  ad  vantages  ten-fold,  he  would 
not  pay  the  price  demanded  for  them,  except  he  loft  fight  of 
that  fpirit  of  liberty  with  which  that  country  was  oSf  late 
years  particularly  infpired.  He  was  forry  to  hear  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  inlinuate  that  a  rupture  might  be  the  con- 
iequence  of  refuting  this  fyftem  to  -Ireland.  He  ccnfefled, 
that  though  the  powers  of  that  country  were  much  inferior 
to  this,  if  unemployed  elfewhere,  he  could  not  without  hor- 
ror reflet  for  a  moment  on  the  pofEbility  of  fuch  an  event, 
and  there  was  fcarce  any  thing  he  would  not  furrender  to  pre- 
vent it.  In  his  own  perfon  he  entertained  the  moft  un- 
hounded  national  partiality  for  Ireland ;  he  had  the  moft  par- 
ticular attachments  there,  and  there  was  an  excellency  in 
their  character  which  muft  always  endear  people  of  that 
country  to  fuch  as  had  tbefe  attachments ;  yet  he  was  fo 
much  of  an  Englifliraan,  that  he  could  not  part  with  thofe  re- 
fources  and  advantages,  on  which  our  national  exrfience  de- 
pended. He  then  took  a  view  of  the  general  queftion,  men- 
tioned the  circumftance  of  art  union  as  extremely  defiraUe, 
but  what  could  icarcely  be  obtained,  and  was  thrown  at  s 
greater  diftance  than  ever  by  the  provilions  of  this  arrangc- 
4nent.  Adverting  to  Mr.  Wilberforce's  remarks  on  perfonal 
confidence,  he  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  having  pro- 
fefled  himfelf  to  be  influenced  only  by  his  judgement  in  this 
day*s  vote,  deferved  to  be  commended,  and  the  more  fo  as  he 
exercifed  that  judgement  in  oppofition  to  the  opinions  and 
inftru6tions  of  his  conftituents.  But  other  members  of  Par- 
liament did  not  hefitate  to  exprefs  that  they  were  unacquaint- 
ed-with  the  merits  of  the  queftion,  hut  were  ready  to  vote 
for  them,  repofing  in  the  confidence  and  attachment  they 
bore  to  His  Majefty's  Minifter ;  and  in  doing  this,  they  made 
that  facrifice,  which  was  the  laft  a  member  of  Parliament 
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ihould  yield  to ;  they  not  only  furrendered  their  own  opidqps 
into  the  hands  of  the  Mirtifter,  but  at  the  fame  time  they  fur- 
rendered  the  opinion  of  tlieir  conftituents. 

If  a  member  could  form  no  opinion  of  his  own,  he  ihoul4  , 
rather  adopt  the  opinions  of  thofe  conftituents  who  fent  him 
into  Parliament,  and  whofe  interefts  he  was  engaged  to  con- 
fult,  than  yield  himfelf  to  the  direftion  of  any  individual* 
In  complimenting  the  Minifter,  it  wasjudiciotis  to  adopt  in- 
ve6kives  againft  others.  His  popularity,  if  he  poffefled  any^ 
had  a  greater  foundation  in  the  condu(^  of  otners,  than  m 
any  action  of  his  own.  No  meafures  of  bis  had  any  merit  to 
recommend  him  to  popularity;  even  his  moft  zealous  advo- 
cates were  oblij^ed  to  abandon  him  in  one  of  the  principal 
tranfaAions  of  the  feffion;  but  the  mifconception  of  the 
conduit  of  others  was  the  bafc  on  which  his  merit  was 
ercSted,  it  w^s  his  -  \ 

**  Gay  hope  by  fancy  U<^»"  ^ 

There  were  now  petitions  before  the  Committee  which  ought 
certiiinly  to  be  attended  to  before  they  decided  on  the  quef- 
tion.  It  appeared  in  evidence  at  the  bar,  falfe  and  deluding 
expectations  were  held  out  to  the  manufaAurers ;  and  though 
it  was  attempted  to  be  controverted  in  the  abfence  of  one  of 
the  parties  concerned,  he  was  now  in  London,  and  ready  to 
corroborate  what  was  ftated  beffore.  Difapproving  fo  much 
as  he  did  of  the  prefent  fyftem,  he  was  determined  to  give  it 
all  the  oppofition  in  his  power;  for  which  reafon  he  intended 
to  try  the  force  of  amendments  with  which  he  was  prepared, 
and  which,  if  adopted,  would  at  leaft  qualify  the  refolutions, 
and  render  them  Icfs  dangerous. 

Mr.  Dundas  declared  he  had  been  a  friend  to  every  propo-  Mr.  Daji- 
fition  that  had  been  made  in  favour  of  Ireland  in  that  Houfe,  ^■•« 
from  the  time  that  Earl  Nugent  ftated  his  prppoiitions  h\ 
1778,  to  thofe  of  the  prefent  day.  He  ftated  minutely  what 
had  happened  upon  each,  and  faid,  from  the  arguments  that 
had  been  held  by  the  gentlemen  oppofite  to  him  at  the  dif- 
ferent periods  when  the  fubjeift  had  been  agitated,  he  was  at 
a  lofs  to  imagine  upon  what  found  principle  of  reafon  or  ar- 
gument any  one  of  them  could  obje^ft  to  the  prefent  propofi- 
tions.  He  recapitulated  th6  language  of  Lord  North  when 
Earl  Nugent  had  made  his  proportions  which  had  been  loft  ; 
and  he  liad  himfelf  in  the  year  1783  made  thofe  felf-fame  con- 
ceflions,  which  the  noble  Lord  fed  then  thought  proper  to 
oppofe  himfelf.  He  read  from  aTnanufcript  an  extraft  of  Mr. 
-Vox.  XVIII.  Y  y^  Fox's 
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Fox's  fpeech  in  the  Houfeabout  the  9th  of  April  1782,  when 
Mr.  Eden  iiad  coipe  over  in  fuch  a  hurry  from  Dublin  to  pr'>- 
pofe  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  the  Firft,  and  when  Mr. 
Fox  had  complained  of  his  having  taken  th^t  bufinefs  out  of 
his  hands,-  which  he  declared  he  meant  to  have  brought  for- 
ward in  a  day  or  tv^o.     He  ftated  what  happened  lipon  that 
occafion,  and  mentioned  what  had  been  the  raealure  propofed 
fey  Mr.  Fox  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  reading  at  the  fame 
time  the  words  of  a  refolution  Mr.  Fox  had  then  moved. 
He  afterwards  turned  to  Mr.  Eden,  ^nd  read  a  part  of  his 
fpeech  on  the  9th  of  April  to  which  he  had  alluded.    Having 
£nifhed  this  extraft,  he  lemarked  that  his  right  honourable 
friend  was  well  known  to  have  turned  author  on  the  fubjefi, 
and  expreffed  himfelf  in  very  particular  terms,  when  as  a 
Mentor  he  had  inftrudled  his  political  Telemachus  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  Ireland.     He  argued  upon  thefe  different  topics, 
and  endeavoured  to  deduce  from  them,  that,  to  be  conCIlent, 
Lord  North,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Eden,  mull  neceflarily  vole 
for  the  proportions. .   He  entered  into  a  defence  of  thecn,  and 
contended  that  a  fecurity  in  our  fituation  with  refpect  to  Ire- 
land, the  money  fpent  by  the  Irifli  in  rents  here,  and  a  great 
variety  of  other  advantages  would  accrue  to  this  countrv  in 
confequence  of  agreeing  to  the  proportions.     Hepraifed  Mr, 
Pitt's  private  virtues,  and  faid,  it  was  his  political  enemies, 
and  not  his  friends,  that  he  ever  laid  the  lafli  upon,  or  to 
whomhefhewed  the  fmalleft  (hare  of  that  haughtinefs,  feve- 
rity,  and  farcafra,  which  gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the  houfe 
were  always  imputing  to  him.     He  reported  on  Oppofiticn 
for  their  attack  on  Mr.  Pitt,  and  faid,  the  fupport  the  righi 
honourable  gentleman  oppofite  and  his  friends  trufted   to  \\d$ 
not  fo  conftitutional;  but  fuch  as  it  was,  he  would  not  men- 
tion it,  as  it  was  unfit  to  be  mentioned  there.     With  regur- 
to  the  pedeftal  and  ftatue  Mr.  Burke's  fancy  had  formed  oi 
the  young  Minifter  ftanding  on  Mr.  Jenkinfon's  fhoulders, 
he  faid  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (Mr. 
Fox)  he  fliould  conceive  had  allu.led  to  the  pedeflal  upon 
which  he  had  endeavoured  to  place  himfelf,  aqd  to  have  buhcd 
the  ruins  of  the  Conllitution  imdcr  it. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  found  it  difficult  to  underftand  wh?t 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  mean  by.  a  conltiiu- 
tional  fupport  of  an.  Adminiftration,  that. was  of  too  deli- 
cate a  nature  to  be  named;  for  his  part,  when  be  was  iu 
<}ffice,  there  was  no  myftcry  in  the  fort  of  fppport  which 
he  looked  and  wiihed  lor>  and  that  be  flattered  himielf  hr 
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obtained,  which  was  the  confidence  of  the  Sovereign,  ex- 
prelled  in  his  appointment,  and  the  confidence  of  Parliament 
manifefted  in  his  fupport. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Put  rofe,  he  faid,  to  fay  a  few  words  rela-  ^  r.  Chm- 
tive  to  a  fubjecSt  which  he  had  often  heard  a  good  deal  of,  as  ^^^®'  ^*^^ 
well  in  this  and  the  former  lefTion,  as  in  the  laft  feffion  of  the 
late  Parliament,  but  which  had  that  night  affumed  a   piore 
poetic  and  ornamental  appearance  than  he  remembered   it  to 
have  worn  on  any  former  occafion,  in  that  happy  allufioii  to 
a  ftatue  and  a  pedeftal  with  which  a  fight  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  f(5  ingenioufly.  entertained  the  Houfe;  and  after 
having  profited  by  it  fo  much  in  argument,  he  hoped  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  fhortly»  let  him  fee  it 
in  a  difierent  drefs,  as  he  thought  it  highly  calculated  to 
gratify  another  fenfe,  if  fet  off  with  proper  cdlouring,  and 
exhibited,  as  he  fuppofed  it  would  be,  in  ftriking  caricature 
for  the  edification  of  the  multitude.     He  animadverted  on 
Mr.  Dundas's  allufion  to  the  proper  conftitutional  fupport  of 
an  Adminiftration.     He  faid  he  could  not  but  imagine  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  wilfully  miftaken  his 
right  honourable  friend,  in  ftating  his  doftrine  to  be,  "  that  a 
Minifter  might  have  a  conftitutional  fupport,  which  it  would 
be  indelicate  to  mention  in  that  Houfe  *!*  this,  he  faid,  was  by 
no  means  his  right  honourable  friend's  fentimant.      He  and 
his  right  honourable  friend  were  ready  at  all  times  to  avow 
what  they  looked  upon  to  be  the  true  conftitutional  fupport 
of  a  Minifter,  but  which  widely  differed  from  that  fupport 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  wiftied  to  obtain 
for  his  adminiftration,  and  which  delicacy  towards  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  prevented  his  mentioning.     That 
fupport  which  he  ftiould  himfelf  always  look  up  to  as  the 
beft  and  moft  conftitutional  he  could  conceive,  was  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Crown,  the  confidence  of  Parliament,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  nation.     This  was,   he  faid,  a   fupport 
which  it  ought  to  be  the  pride  of  every  Minifter  to  enjoy, 
and  which  none  could  ever  be  aftiamed  or  afraid  to  avow. 
But  could  there  be  fiappofed  to  exift  a,  fet  of  men  capable  of 
forming  an  unnatural  and  almoft.  incredible  combination,  ai^d  » 

by  the  ftrength  of  united  nlimbers  forcing  out  a  Miniftry, 
whofe  fober  plans  and  well-digefted  arrangements  were  found 
incompatible  with  the  afprring  views  of  this  newly -cemented 
phalanx,  fhould  they  be  fuppofed,  after  having  ftormed  the 
Cabinet,  though  neither  called  there  by  the  choice  of  the 
Crown  nor  the  voice  of  the  People,  and  diftribut^  among 
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ttetnielveS)  actording  to  each  man's  capacity,  or  ambrtion, 
the  feveral  4ei>artment8  of  Adminiftration ;  and  then,  as  fooa 
as  they  found  themfelves  feated  in  the  Councils  of  their  So- 
vereign) not  fatisfied  with  perfonal  infult  and  contempt  of 
his  feelings,  had  commenced  a  regular  and  uniform  fyftem 
for  degrading  him  from  his  importance^.as  firft  executive 
magiftrate,  to  the  rank  of  a  cypher  in  the  Conftituttoo. 
^  [Here  the  gentlemen  oppo£te  feeming  to  difclaim  any  i'ucli 
idea,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  was  glad  to  hnd  they  had  change! 
their  political  creed,  but  that  he  much  feared,  if  the  period  of 
their  triumph  and  profperity  had  continued,  that  they  would 
ttot  have  ftooped  fo  much  below  the  towering  principles  oa 
which  they  aifted,  as  even  to  pafs  by,  on  the  prefent  occafioni 
on  opportunity  of  arowing  them.]  Having  made  this  at- 
tempt on  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  ihould  tliey  proceed  to 
iook  for  fuch  a  fupport  a$  would  fecure  to  them  the  undif- 
turbed  po(leflion  al  their  fituation,  and  not  fatisfied  with  or 
deiirous  of  obtaining  it  through  the  royal  confidence,  feek  it 
by  fuch  oieans,  as  while  tlity  overturned  every  balance  and 
every  bulwark  of  the  Conflitution,  by  erecting  a  new  ani 
unconftitutional  executive  authority,  and  invefiing  it  with  a 
new  and  UnconftifiQtionai  weisht  of  patronage,  fliould  afford 
them  the  fruit  and  reward  of  their  ftruggles,  their  efforts, 
and  the  dangers  tliey  had  encountered,  and  at  the  fame  tiine 
lay  a  foundation  for  permanency,  ftability,  and  impunity; 
ihould  fuch  a  fet  of  men  be  found,  he  defired  to  know 
whether  their  motives^  and  the  fupport  they  fought  for, 
could,  with  any  lort  of  decorum,  be  mentioned  in  that  Houler 
Another  topic,  he  faid,  had  formed  a  confiderable  ihare  of 
the  ai-guments  of  the  gentlemen  oppofite,  which  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  he  fliouM  fay  a  few  words  upon,  though  it  was  with 
'  ffcat  relu<5lance  that  he  again  trefpafled  on  the  time  of  the 
Committee,  after  having  been  already  indulged  with  fooiany, 
snd  fuch  patient,  hearings.  Two  right  honourable  gentleoea 
finding  little  or  nothing  objedbioiiable  in  the  plan,  as  con- 
tained in  the  whole  of  the  refolutions,  the  new  as  well  as  the 
old,  had  fpent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  pointing  out  the  defeds 
of  the  former,  and  afterwards  in  founding  their  triumph,  at 
having  been  the  authors  of  whatever  improvement  the  fyf- 
tem had  acquired  by  the  acceflion  of  the  latter.  With  re- 
gard to  feveral  oC  thofe  improvements,  he  declared  that 
many  of  them  weie  coeval  in  his  mind  with  the  wiv)ie<^ 
the  plan,  and  particularly  that  part  of  it  which  related  to  the 
prefisrving  to  the  £aft*Iodia  Company  their  exdviive  com- 
merce 
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merce  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.    Why  thea,  it  had 
been  objeded,  were  not  a)]  thofe  amendments  laid  before  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  in  order  to  their   paiBng  upon  the 
whole  of  the  arcangement  that  approbation  or  difapprobar 
tion  which  they  had  been  obliged,  from  ignorance  of  its  exr 
tent,  to  con£ne  to  a  part  only  ?     Becaufe,  he  faid,  as  it  was 
£rft  neceilary  to  know  what  Ireland  would  take  from  thi^ 
country  in  point  of  commercial  privileges,  and  what  ihe 
would  be  fatisfi^  to  give  in  return,  it  next  became  neceflary 
for  England  to  regulate  and  modify  the  concei&ons  Axe  was 
to  make  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fecure  her  own  inteiefts,  and 
to  preferve  to  herfelf  her  full  portion  of  that  general  benefit 
xvhich  the  £nal  adjufiment  promifed  to  the  empire  at  Iatge» 
What  Ireland  would  accept  was  contained  in  the  Iriih  reib* 
lutions,  and  was  cheibundationof  the  tr^ty;  in  whatman* 
ner,  and  under  what  reflations  and  conditions  Great  Bri- 
tain would  concede;  was  the  fuperllruiSlure;  and  therefore  to 
have  reverfed  or  altered  the  order  in  which  they  had  been 
brought  forward,  would  have  been  a  mod  flagrant  breach  of 
propriety  and  uniform  procedure.    With  regard  tp  tlie  tri- 
umph whidi  the  gentlem^i  over  the  way  exprefled  at  having 
been  themfelves  the  authors  of  the  feverai  amendments,  ic 
was  a  triumph  whkh,  however  he  might  in  a  great  mwy  in«- 
iiances  do  it,  he  would  by  no  means  difpute  with  them. 
His  own  perfonal  charafter,  a$  far  as  it  was  connedted  with 
that  particular  braAcb  of  the  queftion,  however  ambitious  he 
fliould  be  of  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe  and  the  Public^ 
was  no  great  obje&  with  him,  when  put  into  competition 
with  the  magnitude  of,  the  fubjed  before  them.     He  /houUl 
indeed  deferve  the  charge  which  had  been  fo  often  mado 
2^aiull  him  of  unpardonable  prefumption  and  arrogance, 
could  he  for  a  moment  indulge  an  anxious  thought  for  hi^ 
own  perfonal  importance,  on  an  occaflon  fo  highly  momen- 
tous to  his  country  as  the  prefent.     Could  he  be  fo  far  un- 
mindful of  the  duty  which  his  iituation  impofed  on  him  a9 
to  rely  on  hi$  own  folitary  judgement,  and  rejedl  the  Ughts 
^hich   might  be  obtained  from  other  quarters,   merely  feo 
fupport  the  vain  ambition  of  adding  from  himfelf?    Not 
He   had   received   confiderable  hdips    and   great  afliilance 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  buflnefs,  and  even,  fmce  he  bad 
firfi  introduced  it  into  Parliament.    The  channels  through 
which  he  had  obtained  this  afliAance,  he  (aid,  were  nume- 
rous ;  although,  from  the  witnefles  at  the  bar,  he  remem- 
bered nothing  new ;  yet  from  the  CommiiBoners  of  the  re« 

venue 
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Ycnne  he  had  received  fome  information;  from*  his  friends, 
and  among  them,  feveral  members  of  that  Houfe,  whofe 
fupport  and  confidence  he  had  the  honour  to  enjoy,  he 
had  been  favoured  with  much  ufeful  and  pra<Jlical  advice; 
nay,  he  had  been  indebted  to  the  gentlemen  oppofite  to 
him  for  many  valuable  ideas  that  he  h:^d  obtained  from  them 
in  the  courfe  of  the  bufinefs,  the  adoption  of  which 
had  been  extremely  inftnimental  in  bringing  his  plan 
to  that  degree  of  perfeftion  which  it  now  could  boaft* 
From  hence  he  obferved,  that  the  very  efforts  which  had 
been  made  to  impede  aud  overthrow  his  fyftem  would  in  no 
inconfiderable  degree  contribute  towards  its  fuccefs,  by  di- 
redling  him  to  the  difcovery  of  luch  materials  as  had  ena- 
bled him  to  obviate  many  of  the  objeftions  which  otherwife 
might  lie  againft  it.  Thus  it  appeared  how  dangerous  it 
was  to  give  too  great  a  latitude  to  our  eagernefs  in  purfuit 
of  any  favourite  objeA;  for  in  the  extreme  avidity  of  gen- 
tlemen to  create  difficulties,  and  to  throw  obftacles  in  the 
way  of  this  arrangement,  they  had  themfelves  greatly  con- 
tributed towards  diminifhing  the  objedlions,  and  of  courfe 
weakening  the  oppofition  that  it  was  to  meet.  He  was  not- 
withftanding,  however  it  might  have  been  intended,  under 
a  confiderat>le  obligation  to  thofe  gentlemen,  whofe  feverity 
bad  been  produdlive  of  much  benefit;  and  he  fmcerely 
wiftied  that  their  correftion,  whenever  thev  fhould  think 
him  deferring  of  it,  might  be  always  attended  with  confe- 
quences  fo  defirable.  But  who  was  the  author  of  thofe 
amendnoents,  or  how  they  were  fuggefted  to  him,  was  an 
inquiry  of  no  confequence  to  the  Committee;  fo  ineon- 
iiderable  an  objeft  as  that  was  not  now  to  ingrofs  their  at- 
tention; all  that  w^as  neceffary  for  them  to  eonfider  was, 
that  thofe  amendments  were  a  great  improvement  to  the 
general  fyftem  before  them,  that  they  tended  more  effectually 
to  fecure  and  promote  the  ends  for  which  that  arrangement 
was  to  be  adopted,  the  general  welfare  of  the  empire  at 
large,  and  a  mutual  participation  of  commercial  advantages 
between  its  two  moft  confiderahle  members,  the  kingdoms  of 
Great  Britain  aild  Ireland.  The  motives  therefote  which 
had  heretofore  urged  him  and  his  friends  to  this  roeafure, 
had  now  acquired  new  ftrength  and  vigour  from  the  ftill  in- 
creafing  profpedl  of  utility,  lafety,  and  pradiicability,  which 
thofe  new  amendments  held  out;  and  he  hoped  they  would 
alfo  operate  in  lilce  manner  on  the  Houfe,  encouraging  them 
with  the  greater  confidence  and  fpirit  to  put  the  finifhing 

hand 
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hand  to  a  fyftem,  tlie  neceffity  of  which  was  fo  apparent, 
suidf  without  which,  the  mutual  good  difpoiitions  between 
the  two  countries  were  liable  to  fo  much  danger  of  being  In- 
terrupted, weakened,  and  deflroyed. 

Mr.  Fox  exprefled  fome  furprife,  that  the  right  honour*  Mr.F<«» 
able  gentleman,  who  was  handfomely  dilcharging  his  duty 
to  truth,  and  returning  thanks  to  thofe,  to  whom  he  con«- 
feiTed  himfelf  under  fome  obligations,  fhould  chufe  to  ac- 
company his  acknowledgements  with  abufe,  and  that  of  the 
fialeft  and  moft  hacknied  fort. 

Mr.  Pulteney  faid,  he  thought  a  better  plan  than  the  pre-  Wr.  Pultt. 
fent  proportions  might  have  been  fixed  on;  but  he  never-  "*y* 
thelefs  fhould  vote  for  them :  he  wiftied,  however,  as  fo  much 
good  had  been  done  by  delay  already,  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  would  not  hurry  them  through,  but  would 
confent  to  report  a  progrefs,  and  allow,  the  Committee  to 
rife  without  coming  to  a  vote  that  evening. 

Lord  Pcnrhyn  rofe,  in  anfwcr  to  Ibme  remarks  that  had  Ld  Pe&iyhA 
been  made  by  Mr.  Dundas,  who  had  ihfinuated  that  the 
noble  Lord,  as  Chairman  of  the  Weft -India  merchants,  had 
been  exceedingly  bufy  and  adlive  in  oppofing  the  refolutions, 
a  cirumftance  which  he  had  ftated  to  be  a  fpecies  of  infatua- 
tion, as  the  more  markets  the  Weft-India  planters  had  to 
carry  rum  to,  and  the  more  cuftomers  they  got,  the  better. 
His  Lordfhip  feemed  hurt  at  having  been  llngled  out  as 
Chairman  of  the  Weft-India  merchants  :  he  faid,  the  raanu- 
faftures,  commerce,  and  revenue  of  this  country,  were  ob- 
jeAs  as  important  in  his  confideration  as  his  Weft-India 
eftates.  Lord  Penrhyn  piiefled  for  more  time  to  confider 
the  propofitions. 

Mr.  Rofe  got  up  to  anfwer  an  allufion  Mr.  Fox  had  made  Mr.  Rofe. 
to  what  had  pafled  in  the  Houfe  the  other  day,  relative  to  a 
converfation  between  Mr.  Gibbons  of  Briftol  and  him.  Mr. 
Hofe  faid,  fortunately  for  him,  and  ;;noft  comfortably  for  his 
feelings,  his  right  honourable  friend  had  that  morning  found 
a  paper  in  his  drawer,  ftating  an  account  of  what  had 
pafTed  between  Mr.  Gibbons,  Mr.  Reynolds  (a  moft  refpec- 
table  chara6ter)  and  himfelf,  which  he  had  written  two 
days  after  the  converfation  happened.  This  paper  fully  fup- 
ported  what  he  had  faid  in  the  Houfe*. 

Mr. 

^  The  following  is  the  c&tra^  of  the  paper  alluded  to. 
.  **  With  rcfpe£l  to  Ireland,  their  principal  apprcheniion  arofc  froni 
*'  a  fear  of  competitioD,  owing  tothcdifllsieriCt;  of  duties  on  the  im- 

f*  portatiuo 
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Mr,  Fox  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Brickdale  rofe  to  maintain  the  high  refpe^tability  of 
the  charafter  of  Mr.  Gibbons* 

The  ftrangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw,  and'  the  Com- 
mittee divided  on  the  motion  of  adjournment, 

Ayes        -►--  -         -.9^ 

Noes        -        -     .  -         -         -  .         i^j 

The  Chairman  then  reported  the  third  refolution,  to  which 
Mr^Edfl.  ^^*  Eden  moved  two  amendments: — The  firft  purported 
to  Except  from  the  defcription  of  goods  to  be  hei^eafter  im« 
portable  from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain;  **  All  goods  of  the 
<*  growth,  produce,  and  manuia£iure  of  places  beyond  tbd 
"  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Straits  of  Magellan.*  Mr. 
Edeh  ftated,  that  this  reftri£tion  was  heceflary,  as  it  would 
be  found  upon  examination  not  to  be  cbmprifed  withinr  the 
terms  of  the  ninth  propofition,  which  fecnres  the  Eaft-India 
monopoly  to  Great  Britain.  The  other  amendment  was, 
**  That  no  drawback  ihould  be  payable  under  the  new  plan, 
**  till  certificates  ihould  be  returned  from  the  country  to 
*<  which  the  export  is  made  according  to  the  form  at  prdTent 
<*  praftifed."  Both  amendments  were  admitted  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  after  fome  oonverfation,  and 
then  the  amended  refolution  was  voted :  thus  ariiended  it  was 
as  follows : 

"  That  towards  carrying  into  full  efic6l  fo  defirable  a  fet* 
^  tlement,  it  is  fit  and  proper  that  all  articles,  not  the  growth 

^  portatioD  of  iron  into  each  country  \  it  is                  per  ton  ia  Ire- 

'^  land,  and                     in   England ;  but  1  explained  to  tkeoi,  that 

"  when  the  dirc£t  trade  to  the  colonies  was  given  to  the  Irtih,  they 

**'  agreed  to  impofe  a  duty  on  the  export  of  their  iron  manufa£biceSy 

'*  of  £.                 per  ton,   to  compenfate  for  the  difference  of  dutf 

''  on  the  importation  of  the  raw  material ;  and  as  to  the  interchange 

**  of  manufactures  between  this  country  and  Ireland,  that  beildes  the 

'*  equal  duty  intended  to  be  impofed  by  each  country  upon  iniporta* 

''  tion  from  the  other,  an  additional  duty  would  probably  be  im<- 

**  pofed  on  goods  coming  from  Ireland,  to  make  up  alio  for  the  dlf« 

**  ferchce  of  duty  upon  the  importation  of  iron  into  the  two  coii« 

**  tries. 

*'  One  of  the   perfons  who  will  probably  come  to- day,  is  a  Mr. 

**  Gibbens  of  Brillol,  by  whom  the  calculation  was  made  •£  the 

"  quantum  of  duty  which  the  Iriih  impofed  upon  the  export  of  their 

**  manufactures  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  who  it  may  perhaps  be  ad- 

**  vifeable  to  employ  again  in  the  prefent  arrangement ;  he  came  t* 

**  town  in  confequence  of  a  letter  I  wrote  him,  and  at  tlie  infiance  vf 

'<  Mr.  Reynolds^  a  great  iron  founder  in  Shropihire." 

Z  *<  or 
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<  or  nunufadnre  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  etcept  thc^ 
f  of  the  ^rowthy  produce,  or  manufaAure  of  any  of  th# 
*  countries  beyond  the  Cap^  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits 

<  of  Magellan,  fhouid  be  inaported  in  each  kingdom  from 

<  the  other  reciprocally  under  the  fame  Fq;QlatfOAs,  and  that 

<  the  fame  duties  (if  fubje£l  to  duties)  to  which  they  would 
'  be  liable  when  exported  from  the  country  or  place,  from 

whence  the  fame  may  have  been  imported  into  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Ireland  refpe^nively,  as  the  cafe  may  be;  and  that 
all  duties  originally  paid  upon  importation  into  eithet 
refpeftivfly,  except  on  arrack  and  brandy^  and  on  rum 
and  allv forts  of  ftrong  waters,  no|  imported  from  Briti/h 
colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  America,  fhall  be  fully 
drawn  back  on  exporta]:ion  to  the  other;  bur  neverthelefil 
the  duties  fhall  continue  to  be  proteAed  and  guarded  as  at 
prefent,  by  withholding  the  drawback  until  a  certificate 
from  the  proper  officers  of  the  revenue  in  the  kingdom  to 
which  the  export  may  be  made,  ihall  be  returned  and  pre- 
pared with  the  entry  outward.** 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  ftated  the  fourth  refelutioHf  **'♦  C***"* 
and  faid,  that  he  brought  it  forwards  though  at  fo  late  an  *•"**  ^^^^ 
hoar,  becaufe  he  had  obferved  from  fome  geftutes  and  other 
fymptoms  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  it  was 
likely  to  be  mifreprcfcnted :  in  order  to  obviate  which,  hd 
would  introduce  it  with  an  amendment,  which  ftated,  that 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain  to  be  in  force  in  Ireland,  were  to 
be  left  to  the  admiilion  and  difcufiion  of  the  Iriflx  Parliament 
previous  to  being  enabled. 

Mn  Sh$ridan  anfwered,  that  the  words  propofed  as  an  Mr.  sheri- 
amsndment,  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  tend  to  remove  the  very  ^*°' 
reafonable  jealoufies  which  the  caufe  could  not  fail  of  fug* 
gefting,  and  recommended  time  for  confideration. 

Mr*  Chancellor  Pitt  then  faid,  that  he  underftood  other  Mr.  Chm. 
amendments  were  intended,  and  wiflied  to  know  them,  that  "**®'  P»"* 
they  might  be  confidered. 

Mr.  iden  thereupon  ftated  fome  farther  alterations;  and  Mr.  Edea. 
added,  that  with  the  afliftance  and  concurrence  of  friends, 
he  was  prepared  to  fubmit  feveral  others  on  the  princfple  of 
4efieniog  the  objedionable  parts  of  the  plan,  in  cafe  it  mould 
be  forced  forwards,  which  appeared  every  hour  more  diffi- 
colt,  without  danger  to  the  commerce  of  the  one  kyigdom 
fnd  thRr  conftittttioa  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  as  the  new  matter  Mr.cii«n. 
ftatfd  had  fonjc  degree  of  fubtilty  and  nicety,  and  as  he  by  ^^^^  ^***' 
Vol  XVni.  i%  no 
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no  means  wilhed  to  difcufs  queflioiis  of  importance  in  an  t:x* 
baufted  Houfe,  he  would  content  to  adjourn. 

The  fcveral  dependent  budnefTes  were  then  fixed  for  dif- 
ferent days,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  Monday  at  bail 
paft  fiX  in  the  morning* 

Monday^  Ma^  23. 

A  debate  and  a  divifion  took'  place  on  a  bill  granting  the 
prolongation  of  a  patent  to  Lord  Dundonalay  for  his  in- 
vention of  extrafling  tar  from  fea  coal  —  la  favour  of  tlie 
biU  88,  againft  it  28. 

In  a  Committee  of  ways  and  means,  Mr.  Rofe  moved  f«r 
;in  additional  duty  of  three  ihillings  on  four-wheel  carriages, 
which  brought  the  duty  to  feven  pounds.  After  fome  debate 
it  was  agreed  to. 

.  On  the  fecond  reading  of  tlie  bill  for  laying  a  tax  on  re- 
tail ihops ; 
Alderman  Alderman  Newnham  exprefled  his  averfion  to  the  meafure, 
v^wpltaiii.  as  being  of  all  taxes  that  was  ever  propofed,  tlie  moft  partial, 
oppreffive,  and  ruinous,  and  one  which  Would  operate  with 
double  injury  on  his  conftituents.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  propofed  it,  was  unaccuAomed  to  trade,  aiid 
unacquainted  with  the  lower  walks  of  life,  was  not  perhaps 
aware,  that  the  property  of  a  man  was  by  no  means  to  be 
fftimated  from  the  rei>t  of  his  houfe,  and  his  ability  to 
bear  additional  burdens  was  as  little  fo.  According  to  the 
different  lines  of  bufmefs  in  which  men  were  engaged,  they 
were  under  the  neceflity*of  having  their  infliops  particular!:- 
tuations,  fo  thataman  might  undergo  n  very  heavy  rent  in  j 
principal  ftreet,  whofe  receipts  were  much  inferior  to  people 
in  different  lines  of  bufineCs,  who  had  no  occafK>n  fo  much 
,  ,  to  confult  fituation.  In  the  great  fireets  of  London,  there 
were  many  on  whom  this  tax  would  operate  at  the  rate  ot 
lol.  20I.  and  30I.  a  year,  whofe  nie.ans  and  abilities  wcuM 
be  little  able' to  bear  it,  and  who  with  ftruggling  arul  ditfi- 
^Ity  were  enabled  to  live  at  prefent.-  There  were  no  mcaii* 
whereby  this  additional  burdeji  could  be  transferred  frar* 
the  fhopkeeper  to  the  public;  as  it  would  be  impbilible fo 
to  apportion  the  advance  on  every  infigniflcant  article  as  not 
to  make  the  public  pay  infinitely  more  than  th^  tax  was  cal- 
culated to  produce,  or  to  leave  the  entire  lofs  to  be  fuf- 
tained  by  the  Ihopkeeper  bimietf.  Befides,  whpfcvcr  the 
operation  of  it  was  Eght,  it  would  be  fo  vQnly  on  the  great 

dealer, 
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dealer,  whofe  hea\y  receipts  may  enable  bim  to  bear  the  ad- 
ditional tax  on  his  houfe  without  raifing  the  price, of  his 
commodity ;  arid  the  poorer  dealer,  whofe  income  and  pro- 
fits were  light,  mufl  give  up  his  bread,  unable  to  pay  fo 
heavy  a  furo  without  charging  it  on  his  cnftomers.  Aftex 
ufing  many  other  arguments,  he  concluded  by  oppoling 
the  bilK 

Mr.  H*  Thornton  faid,  that  though  he  knew  the  vote  he  Wr.  H. 
was  determined  to  give  was  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  his  '^^®''*^®"* 
conftituents,  he  would  fupport  the  bill ;  and  argued,  from 
the  univerfal  clamour  it  occaiioned,    that   it   was  totally 
exempt  from  the  charge  of  being  partial :  for  was  it  not  to 
fall  fo  generally  as  it  would  do,  and  ajffeft  every  fhopkeeper 
in  an  equal  degree,  the  extenfiv6  dealer  would  Be  pleafed  at  ^ 
it  as  throwing  the  bufihefs  into  his  hands  which  the  poorer 
kind  could  be  no  longer  able  to  contend  with  him,  and  for 
fuch  an  advantage,  he  would  be  very  ready  to  pay  the  fum 
which  this  bill  demanded  of  him ;  but  a^  all  parties  appeared 
interefted  in  it,  he  was  warranted  to  fay,  that  al}   parties 
would  be  equally  afiefted'. 

Mr.  Alderman  IVatfon  condemned  the  tax  in  the  ftrongeft  W'.  AW, 
terms,  laying,  it  would,  if  carried  into  a  law,  drive  many  W"^''"- 
an  unfortanate  widow,  and  maiiy  an  induArious  tradefman  intp 
beggary  and  ruin.  The  metropolis  would  pay  the  greateft 
fhare  in  the  prefent  tax  as  well  as  it  had  done  in  the  commu- 
tation ;  and  now  laboured  under  as  many  loads  as  it  was  able 
poffibly  to  bear.  It  was  cruel  to  think  of  the  poor  and  induf- 
trious  part  of  our  traders  paying  i30,cx>ol.  per  annum,  in 
addition  to  every  other  burden  with  which  they  were  already 
opprefled :'  there  were  many  other  objefts  well  worthy  of 
being  taxed  which  were  entirely  exempt  from  any  thing  of  the 
kirid.  It  was  a  complaint  once  urged,  that  in  the  partitioa 
of  property,  the  church  obtained  more  than  its  due  propor- 
tion, but  now  the  fame  obfervatioa  would  apply  much  more 
juilly  to  the  law :  in  that,*  the  profeflbrs  obtained  jfo  great 
a  proportion  of  the  public  money,  that  it  fhould  properly 
contribute  fome  fhare  in  the  relief  of  its  burden.  He  there^ 
fore  fubmitted  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  lay  a  tax 
on  attornLe5,  or  make  them  take  put  a  licenfe  of  30L  each; 
which,  taking  the  number  of  attornies  in  this  country  a? 
no  more  than  5000I.  would  produce  a  revenue  of  150,0001. 
He  alfo  remarked,  that  there  now  exifted  a  prohibition  on 
the  importation  of  cambric,  notwithflanding.  which,  no 
other  than  foreign  cambric  was  fcarcely  ever  worn :  this, 
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4>f  ccorfe*  Whilft  it  diminiihed  the  rerentie,  ga^e  grtat  en* 
4:ourageinent  to  fmuggling.  fo  that  be  woold  |)ropole  tht 
impoiiticn  of  a  duty  on  all  cambrict  imported.     Thsfis^  if 
adopted,  woyld  be  more  than   fufficient  to  compenfatefer 
this  tax,   and  would  be  produdive  of  'Oo  iojory.  whit* 
«ver.' 
Mr.  Demp-      Mr.  Dempjier  flated,  that  it  bad  been  alledged  heretofoit 
^^*  as  a  reafon  tor  not  taking  off  the  prohibition  on  the  impor* 

tation  of  cambrici  that  thece  was  a  growing  nuinafaflor j  in 
Scotland ;  but  he  was  able  to  affure  the  Hooie,  that  the  ma- 
nufai^ure  did  not  fucceed,  and  was  nowdifcontinued. 
Mr.  Fox.         Mr.  Fox  faidy  that  though  not  forward  to  O|>poie  taxes  in 
that  Houfe,  he  had  fo  many  reafons  to  difapprove  of  this, 
that  be  coulJ  not  pofiihly  think  of  agreeing  to  it :  beddes^ 
the  opinion  he  had  formed  on  it  himfelf,  he  underAood  from 
XDany  of  his  confliruents,  that  the  prefent  tax,  though  bor- 
der fonie  in  itfelf,  would   be  doubly  fo  from  the  effefls  pro* 
duced  on  fbops  by   the  commutation  meafune.    For»  if  he 
^.         was  well  ihforixiedy  that  operated  on  people  in  trade  as  a  (hop 
as  well  as  a  houfe  tax,  and  the  efFe£l  of  it  was  n>ofl.  feverel^ 
felt  by  thofe  whofe  occupation  and  bulii^f  fs  made  itoeceflkry 
for  them  to  have  large  windows  and  public  Iltes  ibr  the  ex- 
pofure  of  their  goods.     Taking  the  prefent  tax  in  Tarioul 
}}oints  of  view,  he  proceeded  to  expofe  the  evil  tendency  ;  of 
it,  and  by  way  of  fubflitution,  not  being  at  prefent  prepsutd 
with  any  thing  particular,  he  would  recommend  the  adoption 
of  ihofe  hints  thrown  out  by  an  honourable  Alderman  :  ap- 
prehendirg,  however,  at  the  fame  tiibe,  the  tax  propofed  oa 
attomies  was  taken  on  too  fanguine^i  ftntement. 
liB.  Rortb.       ^rd  North  faid,  though  he  muft  confider  the  prefent  tak 
ds  a  vbry  injudicious  one,  yet  he  knew  fo  well  the  difficulty 
of  propofmg  eligible  taxes^  that  when  it  came  to  a  Jivifion 
Ibe  would  not  vote  againft  it.     He  recolleSed  a  tax  which 
had  been  fent  to  hini,  and  which  he  adopted  in  part,  but 
ta)ade  fuch  exceptions  as  needed  no  longer  exift.     He  wms  at 
that  time  the  readier  to  malcb  the  excerptions,  as  he  did  not 
want  the  money  which  they  would  produce :  he  meant  the 
tax  on  aufiioi^ ;  which  hao  always  exceeded  thb  fnm  (or 
which  it  was  originally  taken.     The  exceptions  made  were 
the  fales  of  the  Eaft-India  Company ;  the  HedfonVBay  Cooi* 
pany ;  aiid  the  fales  from  ihe  Court  of  Oiancery.    He  mere- 
fy  threw  this  out  from  recollection,  as  bemg  the  firft  thst 
occurred,  apd  which  he  thought  much  preferable  to  the  prr- 
lent  tax.    The  Eaft-India  lales  only^  at  rtie  tate  of  three 
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5>eooe  in  the  potmd  would'  predtice  60|O0oK  His  Lordlhip 
tnuch.  diTapproved  of  the  plan  of  abolifhing  the  occupa- 
tion of  pedlitf^  and  hawkers  itrorder  to  recommend  the  pr6^ 
fent  bill  to  Shopkeepers;  they  were  the  only  checks  on  the 
ihopkeepers  ift^cbe  country  parts  of  England  to  prevent  ex* 
tortion  and  deceit :  he  knew  it  was  alledged  againft  thetx^ 
that  tbcy  encouraged  fmuggling,  and  he  could  not  fay  whe>> 
tber  they  were  exempt  frotn  the  charge ;  but  this  he  w«t 
certain  of,  that  if  they  did  not  give  encouragement  to  fmug« 
gling  they  were  the  only  trading  people  in  the  country  who 
could  boaft  of  that  merit ;  and>  as  to  their  being  often  le*- 
ceivers  of  ftolen  goods,  he  believed  that  charge  would  lie 
iftore  properly  againft  pawnbrokers,  who  were  real  objeds 
of  taxation.  His  Lordfliip  concluded,  by  remarking,  that 
in  his  opinion,  this  bill  could  not  be  fo  productive  as  the 
Minifter  expefted.* 

•  Mr.  ChanceUor  Pitt  faid,  though  many  gentlemen  Teemed  Mr.  Chinr 
this  day  fufficicntly  forward  to  open  their  budget,  he  was  **"•'  P*^ 
ibrrytofind,  that  nothing  was  offered  which  carried  tbe 
fmalleft  degree  of  approbation  .in  his  mind.  There  was  much 
di£eTence  betwen  throwing  out  loofe  hints,  and  following 
them  into  a  fyftem  of  complete  execution.  It  was  natural 
for  an  honourable  gentleman,  led  by  prejudices  exceedingly 
l^opular,  or  perhaps  impelled  by  vindiAive  motives,  to  pro* 
pofe  a  tat  of  3ol*  on  attOrnies ;  bpt  he  would  find  that  meafurfe 
xietther  pra&icable  nor  produ^ive,  if  attempted  to  be  pur- 
Tued.  llie  article  of  cambric  was  propofisd  on  much  more 
reafonable  grouods,  and  yet  there  were  certain  nlative  cir- 
cumAonces  which  muft  induce  him  alfo  to  foreeo  that.  He 
ivas  well  awarr,  that  it  was  now  fmuggled  into  this  country, 
but  there  were  fome  reafons  which  now  oUiged  him  |o  en* 
ilure  the  eviL  He  was  not  certsun  that  the  Houfe  in  gene^ 
ralknew  to  what  he  alluded,  but  if  they  did  not,  he  was  not 
iiow  at  liberty  to  make  the  beft  advantage  of  the  aigumeot* 
A  noble  Lorc^  from,  perhaps,  a  principle  of  refentmentalfia^ 
propofed  a  tax  on  the  fales  of  the  Eafi-India  Company,  to* 
gether  with  fome  others;  but  if  the  Company's  (ituatioti  was 
foch  as  the  noble  Lord  often  attempted. to  reprefent  it,  the 
Public  could  fcarcely  wifli  to  put  6o,oocd*  of  their  raonej' 
yearly  into  their  pockets* 

Lord  North  explained,  that  thoi^h  he  might  wifh  iSyt  Ld/tfoitlu 
affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  better  regulated,  he  could 
not  poffihly  have  any  reientment  againft  the  Company  itfei£ 

Lord 


3Ji»  I^ARLIAMENTAKY  A.  l^^% 

ti.  H'««^.  Lord  //^^^  faid,  that  from  what  he  had  heard  on  the  fdh^ 
jeft,  he  was  imprefied  with  fo  thorough  a  convidlion  of  the 
impropriety  of  the  tax,  that  both  bis  duty  and  incltnatioit 
united  in  inducing  him  to  vote  againft  it. 
Vr.  AWcr-  Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridge  faid,.  that  thoug;h  the  Chancel- 
ihi'gc**'  lor  of  the  Enchequer  might  have  ft rong  motives  for  endea- 
vouring  to  opprefs  Wcftminfter,  which  had  fo  imprudently 
reiifted  his  Attempts  to  nominate  i ts  rcprefcntatives,  he  fhould 
not  involve  London  in  the  punlfhrocnt,  which  did  not  fa 
much  partake  of  the  goJlt. 

Sir  W.  Lewes  fpoke  again  ft  the  bill. 
After  fome  hiore  convcrfatioli,  the  Houfe  divided  on  the 
fbcond  reading,  when  the  numbers  were. 

For  it  -  -  *  *  142 

Againft  it  •  -  -  51 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be.  committed. 
About  eight  o'clock  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a 
Gommittec  on  the  Irifli  propofitions  was  read;  the  Houfe 
accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  Mr.  M.  A» 
Tay?or  in  the  chair. 

The  Chairman  then  read  the  following  refolution,  which 
Lad  been  moved  on  Friday  morning  In^ft,  -but  the  debate  oa 
which  had  been  adjourned  to  th)6  day. 

"  Refolved,.  That  it  is  highly  important  to  the  general 
**  intcrefts  of  the  Kritifti  empire,  that  the  laws  for  regu- 
"  lating  trade  and  navigation  fticuld  be  the  fame  in  Great 
**  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  therefore  that  it  is  eftential  to- 
"  wards  carrying  into  effedl  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  all 
^  laws  which  have  been  made,  or  fliall  be  made  in  Great 
•*  Britain,  for  fecuring  exclufive  privileges  to  the  ftiips  and 
*'  mariners  of  Great  Britain,  Tmland,  and  the  Britifti  colo* 
^  nies  and  plantations ;  and  for  regulating  and  reftraining 
**  t'le  trade  of  the  JJritifli  colonies  and  plantations,  /hall  be 
'  **  in  force  in  Ireland  (by  afts  to  be  pafled  in  the  Parliament 
**  of  that  kingdom)  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  Great  Britain; 
*^  and  that  prop)er  mcafures  ftiall  from  time  to  time  be  takeo 
"  for  eft'ectualiy  carrying  the  fame  into  execution.'* 
Vr.  Sheri-  Mr.  Sheridan  a&ed  if  the  words  "  By  a6\s  to  be  palled  in 
4^n,  «  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,"   had  really  been  moved  on 

Friday  morning  laft ;  for  he  did  not  recoileft  to  have  heard 
them  till  the  moment  the  Chairman  had  read  them. 
Mr.  Taylor      Mr.  7'aydor  replied,  the  words  alluded  to  were  moft  cer* 
tainly  part  of  the  motion  put  into  his  hand  on  Friday  mon> 
iiig  by  ihe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Lord 
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Lord  Beauchamp  then  rofe  and  obferved,  that  the  H011&  Lora  Bem« 
could  not  be  too  often  reminded  of  the  manoer  in  which  the  <^^tA^ 
bufinefs  then  under  confideration  had  originated*  It  had 
not,  he  faidy  arifen  from  any  requifition  on  tlie  part  of  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  but  had  been  fuggeibed  on  the  part 
of  the  Minifters  of  Great  Britain^  to  the  .Houfe  of  Com* 
monsin  Dublin,  by  a  gentleman,  a  member  of  that  Houfi^ 
then  in  high  office  in  that  kingdom.  The  Parliament  df 
Ireland  had  adopted  the  proportions  fo  furgefled,  and  they 
had  been  afterwards  propofed  to  the  Britim  Houfe  of  Coin« 
mons  by  the  Minifler.  Having  faid  this,  his  Lordflitp  de- 
clared, he  had  not  hitherto  entered  at  all  into  a  difcuffioa 
of  the  general  principle  of  the  fyflem  in  contemplation ;  but 
he  could  not  help  exprefllng  his  fatisfaflion^  that  a  final  fet^ 
tlement  was  about  to  take  place  with  Ireland,  .on  the  import- 
tantfubjcfts  of  a  commercial  intercourfe  and  a  political  con- 
ne^lion.  With  regard  to  the  commercial  fyflem,  his  Lordfhlp 
faid,  he  was  very  much  inclined  to  the  fame  way  of  think- 
ing with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  to  declare  hif 
approbation  of  the  plan  adopted  by  His  Majcfty's  Mmifl:cr% 
and  followed  up  in  the  propofitions  voted  by  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland,  He  thought  the  admitting  Ireland  to  a  partici-^ 
pation  of  the  commercial  advantages  of  this  country,  a  fan:,  / 
a  liberal,  and  an  handfome  line  of  condudlfor  Great  Britain 
to  purfue,  and  fuch  as  could  not  but  tend  effedlually  to  con^ 
duce  to  harmonize  and  cement  the  remaining  parts  of  th> 
empire,  and  to  give  ftrengih,  energy,  and  vigour  to  thd 
whole.  He  had,  he  faid,  every  reafon  of  a  perfonal  nature 
to  wifti  well  to  Ireland;  and  he  had  rcalbns  equally  perfp*- 
nal  to  induce  him  to  be  anxious  for  tlic  particular  prpfjperity 
©f  Great  Britain:  thus  circumftanccd,  it  was  impoflible  for 
him  not  to  feel  with  perfedl  impartiality  on  the  occafion^ 
and  to  be  fmcerely  dcfirous,  that  the  future  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  countries  fhoiild  he  adjuil^d  on  fuch  term$ 
as  ihould  givi^  cojDpIete  fatisfadlio^i  to  both,  and  enfure  their 
mutualhappinefs  on  a  permanent  bafis.    Under  this  imprelr  ^ 

fion  he  had  endeavoured  to  inveftigate  the  whole  of  the  pror 
pofitions,  with  a  hope  that  no  one  of  them  would  h;ive  af- 
forded tlie  fmalleft  ground  for  objeftion;  he  was  forry, 
rherofore  to  find,  th^t  the  prefent  propofitioi^  was  liable, 
upon  the  face  .of  it,  to  very  feriorus  objedlion.  The  laft 
time  the  fubjecl  had  been  under  confideration,  it  happened  to, 
have  been  extren^ely  inconvenient  for  hijcn  to  attend,  or  he 
iJioulcJ  ha:Ve  Hated  his  reafons  for  difapproving  the  fourth  pro- 

pofition^ 
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potxiottf  and  have  pointed  oat  to  the  Committee,  wh^%e 
'  thought  tC  oh}edionable«     The  right  honourable  gcr.ilennui 

bad,  be  found,  made  ai|  am^uidmenty  with  a  {biireuto  mmnn 
that  interpretation  to  which  the  propofinon  was  befote  obvi« 
eufly  liable;  but  though  he  was  ready  to  admit  the  right 
.honourable  gentleman  deferved  credit  for  his  laudable  endea- 
vour to  remove  the  obje£lion,  yet  he  muil  confefs,  that  the 
amendment  did  not  at  all  diminiOi  the  force  of  his  ohjeSioa 
to  the  propofition.  He  would,  he  faid,  flate  to  the  Hoafe 
bis  reafons  for  thinking  fo,  and  fubmit  it  to  tbeHr  judgemeni 
to  decide  whether  they  were  not  of  .fome  weight*  In  tiie 
arrangement  of  a  fyftem  of  fo  ferious  and  ipaportant  a  nature 
as  that  under  confideration,  every  gentleman  muft  agree,  that 
particular  care  ought  to  be  taken  in  tlie  manner  of  carrying 
it  into  execution,  to  guard  againil  doing  any  thing  that  was* 
likely  to  give  rife  to  conflitutional  jealoufy  on  the  part  of 
Ireland :  now  in  tlie  propofition  bi^fore  them,,  there  were  words 
that  he  owned  ilruck  him  as  likely  to  l^iave  that  efieA  :  frooi 
the  alteration  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  it 
was  evident  they  had  ftruck  him  in  the  fame  manner;  hut 
though  he  admihed,  that  it  was  highly  laudable  in  the  fight 
honourable  gentleman  to  endeavour  to  obviate  the  obje(^ion« 
yet  he  muft  contend  that  the  alteration  propofed  did  not  in 
the  fmnllefl;  degree  remove  it ;  becaute,  if  it  were  allowed,  that 
the  declaring  tha^  the  bws  which  have  been  made,  or  ihaU 
be  made,  in  Great  Britain,  for  regulating  and  reftraining  the 
trade  with  the  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations,  (hall  be  in 
force  in  Ireland  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  Great  Britain,  was 
liable  to  the  interpretation,  that  it  was  infringing  on  the  in-r 
dependent  right  of  legiilating  for  herfelf,  which  Ireland  pof-* 
fefled ;  furely  it  was  not  lefs  fo,  even  although  the  Brieiih 
laws  were  to  be  in  force  in  Ireland,  in  confequence  of  laws 
to  be  ena(Sted  by  the  Parliament  of  the  latter  kingdom*  On 
the  contrary,  if  Great  Britain  prcvioufly  bpund  down  Ireland 
for  the  future  to  pafs  fimilar  laws  refpe£ling  the  trade  of  tbe 
two  countries  with  the  Weft  Indies,  as  Great  Britain  pafled^ 
Ireland  was  in  that  inftance  abridged  of  her  right  of  legif^ 
lating  for  herfelf,  and  her  Parliament  became  merely  the  proix 
inugator  and  regifter  of  the  edi£ts  of  the  Britifh  Parliament. 
His  Liordfhip  argued  this  for  fome  time,  and  declared,  he 
was  £ir  from  fufpefltng  that  there  bad  been  any  defign  in 
.  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  by  the  infertion  of  this  pro- 
pofition among  the  rm,  to  play  a  trick  off  upon  Ireland,  and 
inCdioufly,  as  it  were,  to  deprive  her  of  a  right,  of  which 
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ttxvm  more  proud  than  6f  any  one  priiril^  {he  enjoyed^ 
yalmi^  ity  as  he  was  perfbaded  flie  dtd^  befiM«  all  the  cma*- 
mercisd  advantagts»  to  a  free  participdition  cff  which  this 
conntrj  had  it  in  her  power  to  admit  her.  The  r^t  Ikk 
nonrable  gendeman's  charaAer  fhxxl  too  high  not  to  bear 
out  any  fuch  fafpicion,  and  he  was  very  far  from  meanings 
to  impute  it  to  turn :  but  knowing  that  ihe  put  this  dejgpree 
of  eftimation  on  the  right  of  legiflatii^  for  herlelt^  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  warn  the  Committee  in  time  of  the  danger  of 
fuffering  a  proportion  to  pafs  which  poffibly  might  excittf 
a  cohftitutional  jeaioufy  in  Ireland,  and  might  few  thtf 
feeds  of  much  future  difcontent  and  difla^sfaAion.  He  con- 
tended, that  Mn  Orde  (houtd  have  been  inftrudled  to  have 
fobmitted  this  propofition  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland^ 
previous  to  the  Britiih  Houfe  of  Commons  being  called 
upon  to  vote  it ;  becau(e>  linlefs  we  were  certain,  that  tho 
Parliament  of  Ireland  were  ready  to  coincide  in  it,  the  vot-* 
ing  it  in  that  Houfe  was  not  Only  a  ftep  that  might,  by 
its  future  oonfeaneoces,  turn  out  to  have  been  unneceflary 
to  have  been  talcen,  but  extremely  uawiie  and  imprudent* 
His  Lordihip  veafoned  upon  tbe  peculiar  manner  in  which 
the  propofition  was  worded,  reminding  the  Committee,  that 
it  was  rather  extraordinary,  that  a  propofition,  which  had 
not  made  any  part  of  thofe  fuggefled  to  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland,  but  had  been  moved  even  fubfequent  to  the  iirft 
day  of  opening  the  fubjedl  to  the  Britim  Houfe  of  Com^ 
roons,  by  way  of  amendment,  ihould  be  declared  eflential 
towards  carrying  into  etk£i  the  prefent  fettlement.  If  it 
were  {o  eflential,  it  ought  undoubtediy  to  have  been  fug* 
gefted  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  together  with  the  others 
that  had  been  there  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Orde,  previous  to  its 
coming  to  the  Britiih  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  dwelt  upoa . 
this  for  fome  time,  and  then  laid,  he  faw  no  reafon  whatever 
for  the  propofition  making  a  part  of  the  plan ;  at  any  rat^ 
there  could  not  be  the  fmaSeift  occafion  for  inferting  that 
part  of  it  which,  he  fkoed,  would  give  rife  to  that  conftittt* 
tional  jeaioufy  it  was  fb  much  his  wiih  to  prevent:  he 
thought  it  would  be  enough  to  make  a  general  declaratkniy 
that  it  was  highly  impatant  to  the  intorefts  of  the  Britifli 
empire^  that  the  laws  for  icgulatmg  trade  and  navigatioii 
Ihmld  be  the  fame  in  Great  Britain  and  Irdand;  and  leave  it 
to  the  prudence  of  the  two  conmtries  to  aA  upon  that  declara-* 
tton.  By  way  of  impregpg  the  Committee  with  «i  iden  that 
this  mint  be  done  with  pme&  firfety,  he  urged  the  geaerai 
Vox..  XVIII.  3  A  rcswUncT 
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xckdineTs  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  \o  pafs  laws  for  com- 
mercial regulations,  fimilar  to  thofe  pafied  bj  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain.  Having  dwelt  on  this  tor  a  confiderable 
ttmey  he  went  fummarily  through  a  recapitulation  of  the  va* 
f ious  arguments  he  had  ufed,  and  adding  fome  farther  ob« 
fervationsy  he  coiKluded  with  fufomitting  to  the  Committee 
an  amendment,  which,  he  faid,  appeared  to  him  likely  to 
remove  the  obje6tions  to  which  the  proportion  appeared  to 
be  liable  in  its  prefent  form ;  his  Lordfhip's  amendment  was 
to  leave  out  the  words  from  **  Ireland,"  to  the  words  **  and 
**  that  proper  meafures  fliould  be  taken,'*  &c.  &c. 
Mr.bemp-  -  Mr.  Dempjler  differed  in  opinion  from  the  noble  Lcrd^ 
^^^*  and  could  not  help  thinking  but  that  his  noble  friend^s  ob- 

jeAion  was  folely  owing  to  his  not  having  properly  conil-' 
dered  the  nature  of  the  compafk  or  treaty  then  under  con* 
lideration.     He  faid,  he  admired  the  treaty  altogether,  and 
coniidered  it  as  one  of  the  wifeil  and  mofl  prudent  meafnres 
.  that  ever  was   agitated :    but  fureiy  the   propofition    ob- 
jeded  to  by  the  noble  Lord,  was  by  no  means  liable  to  the 
objections  that  the  noble  Lord  had  made  to  it.     Did  the 
noble  Lord  recolle6l,  that  it  was  to  be  regarded  exadly  as  a 
treaty  between  two  foreign  powers ;  for  it^was  a  treaty  be- 
tween two  independent  Parliaments,  who 'would  exifl  after 
the  treaty  was  concluded,  and  therefore  it  was  not  like  the 
Union  with  Scotland,  by  which  the  Parliament  of  Scotland 
was  aboliihed  :  in  cafe  any  part  of  the  operation  of  the  plan 
of  Union  had  proved  inconvenient  and  oppreffive,  there  was 
no  party  exifting  to  treat  for  Scotland.     Suppoiing,  on  the 
other  hand,  for  inflance,  that  the  treaty  now  negockiting 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  fhould  tarn  out  as  pre- 
judicial and  as  ruinous,  as  I^e  in  his  confcience  belieTcd  it 
would   prove  the  reverfe,  the   parties  who  made  it   being 
*  ftill  in  cxiftence,  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  undo  anr 
part  of  it  that,  upon  experiment,  had  been  found  to  £til,  and 
to  new  arrange  it  in  a  manner  lefs  injurious  and  more  juft. 
•Mr.  Dempfter  was  loud  in  praife  of  the  plan  of  conneAicn 
now  in  negociation,  and  defired  gentlemen  to  look  at  thr 
fad  reverfe  of  the  pidure  that  would  prefent  itfelf,  in  cafe 
the  prefent  propofitions  were  not  agfreed  to.    Let  gentlemen 
fnppofe  Ireland  provoked  to  the  ejctinftion  of  Britifh  manu- 
faClures  Hy  means  of  high  prote£ting  duties}  let  gentlemen 
fuppofe  her  neutral  in  a  time  of  war;  let  them  foppofea 
French  fleet  lying  and  vi<Sualling  in  Coric  harbour,  upon  tlie 
look  out,  ready  to  feixe  upon  our  (hips  as  foan  as  they  ^ame 
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ont  oCrOur  ports;  let  them  fuppoFe  the  Irlfti  forced  to  feek 
new  markets  for  tlieir  produce  and  manufadlures^  and  coming 
back  from  the  Continent  freighted  with  contraband  goods^ 
which  they  could  bring  home  with  a  view  to  run  them  into 
our  ports;  let  gentlemen  fuppofe  them  in  a  ftill  more  hoftile 
ftate,  and  the  id^a  would  be  melancholy  and  miferafble  in  the 
extreme.  Mr.  Dempfter  enlarged  on  thefe  fuppofitions,  and 
urged  the  Committee,  as  they  regarded  the  welfare  of  the 
empire,  by  no  means  to  fet  their  faces  agajnft  the  propofi- 
tlons,  the  not  pafling  of  Which  coul^l  not,  he  faid,  but  be 
attended  with  the  moft  difagrecable  confequences. 

Mr»  Powys  declared,  he  had  not  faid  any  thing  upon  the  m^.  pow}'84 
general  queftion  of  the  propofitions ;  but  there  was  one  thing 
which  he  wiOied  to  be  afcertained  in,  and  fliould  be  glad  of 
an  anfwer :— In  what  iituation  would  the  feamen  of  Ireland 
iland  io  time  of  war  ?  Bccaufe,  if  they  werp  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes  the  fame  as  the  feamen  of  Great  Britain,  the 
queftion  then  became  conftderably  narrowed  :  it  was  no  lon- 
ger a  qufeftion  of  navigation,  hut  remained  merely  a  queftion 
of  finance  and  a  queftion  of  commerce.     With  regard  to 
what  had  fallen  fcom  an  honourable  gentleman  on  the  fame 
bench  with  him,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  agrpe  with 
him  in  that  part  of  his  argument  in  which,  comparing  th« 
intended  compad  with  Ireland  to  a  treaty  between  foreign 
powers,  be  had  talked  of  its  being  a  perpetual  and  perma- 
nent treaty,  and  yet  had  advanced,  that  if  it  was  proved  to 
bear  hard  ppon  either  of  the  contracting  powers,  it  could  be 
p\it  an  end  to,  and  new  made.     This  was,  Mr.  Powys  faid, 
not  merely  direftly  the  reverfe  of  what  he  underftood  to  be 
the  nature  of  the  treaty  in  queftion,  but  a  contradiction  in 
terms ;  for  how  could  that  be  faid  to  be  a  perpetual  and  per- 
ncsanerit  treaty,  that  was  liable  to  be  broken  off  at  the  will 
of  either  of  the  parties  ?   Mr,  Powys  faid,   he  underftood 
that  it  was  to  be  a  permanent  treaty,  and  to  continue  in  force 
for  ever.    With  regard  to  the  queftion  relative  to  the  fea- 
nnen,  that  he  ihould  wifli  to  have  anfwered,  if  it  were  worth 
the  while  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  take  any  no- 
tice of  a  queftion  coming  from  what  was  the  mete  trumpery 
of  the  Houfe. . 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  immediately  rofe,  and  faid,  that  there  Mr.  Chan* 
was  no  need  of  putting  fuch  a  queftion  to  him  in  fo  pointed  c^^'o'  ***"•. 
a  manner,  as  he  Ihould  always  be  ready  to  anfwer  whatever 
might  be  demanded  of  him  of  that  nature,  upon  the  flighteft 
Hinmation  from  any  gentleman  of  adefire  to  hear  bis  opi- 
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nioii.    With  regard  td'the  queftion  whkh  the  boaoonble 
'entjeman  had  put  relative  to  the  Htuatioti  in  which  the 
Iriih  feamen  were  to  ftand  after  the  final  conduiioci  of  the 
prelent  depending  arrangement,  he  faid,  tha»  was  no  great 
difficulty  in  anfwering  it.    Theiitaittion  of  the  Iriih  (eaisien 
with  relpe£t  to  this  country  was  to  be  pr^i(el  j  the  fame  as  it 
was  at  the  prefent  moment ;  for  the  fame  clainis  which  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  had  by  the  laws  of  Britain  to  the  fer- 
vices  of  the  Britifli  feamen,  he  would  alfo  have  in  his  capa- 
city of  King  of  Ireland,  by  the  laws  of  Ireland,  to  the  £»- 
vices  of  the  feamen  of  that  country.     Thus  the  general 
welfare  of  the  two  kingdoms  being  one  and  the  bxa»  thingy  (o 
the  principal  defence  ot  each,  thofe  perfon^  who  ierv^  in  otft 
navy  would  be  properly  under  the  very  fame  head  and  au- 
thority, namely,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ifelaad.. 
This  was  the  conilitution^l  iltuation  in  which  they  now 
were,  and  would  continue  to  remain  under  the  new  ar- 
rangement, without  any  change  whatever;  but,  in  another 
point  of  view,  they  would  undergo  a  verv  eflential  chsiage, 
becaufe,  by  becommg  more  clpf^ly  conne^ed  with  the  inte* 
Tcfts  of  Great  Britain,  they  would  confequently  be  found 
more  zealous  to  promote  and  fuppprt  them*    There  was 
another  fubjedl  which,  though  it  had  already  been  fpoken  to 
by  an  honourable  gentleman  under  th^  gallery  (Mr*  Deinp- 
ller)  in  a  manner  which,  from  the  ftfength  of  reafoniqg^  and 
the  forcible  delivery  with  which  it  was  accompanied,  he  was 
certain  muft  have  made  a  deep  impreflion  on  the  Commttee, 
it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  fay  a  few  words  on.    This,  wus  an 
anfwer  tofomething  that  fell  from  the  noble  Lord  whoipoved 
the  amendment,  which  he  thought  of  fo  very  extraordioarjr 
a  nature,  as  to  call  loudly  for  a  complete  remiation*    If  he 
could  have  thoyght  it  po^le  that  the  propofition  now  before 
the  Committee  could,  by  any  conftru&ion,  be  nade  ipilru- 
mentat  to  the  defign  towards  which  it  was  endeavQured  to 
apply  it,  the  creating  an  alarm  in  Iieland,  as  if  fi  re-aQump- 
tion  of  the  legiilative  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  that 
kingdom  were  in  contemplation,  he  fhould  rather  aiaondon 
and  relinquifli  the  whole  of  his  plan,  th^n  rifque  the  dangeis 
which  muft  ariie  from  fuch  a  mifconception*    But  he  would 
truft  to  the  good  fenie  of  the  people  o£  Ireland,  ihit  they 
would  by  no  means  fufier  themfelves  to  be  impofed  upon  by 
fuch  inunuations,  but  fee  the  propofition  in  its  true  light, 
that  of  the  only  poffible  means  by  which  the  connexion 
fought  for  between  the  two  kingdoms  could  effed^ually  and 
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with  prudenod  be  eftabliihed*    To  communicate  to  Ireland 
our  trade  to  our  owo  Colonies  neceflarily  implied^  that  Iro^- 
land  was  to  put  that  trade  under  fuch  regulations  as  GreaSt . 
Britain  had  found  neceflary  towards  tendering  that  trruk  be* 
n^ficiai  to  berfelf ;  and  it  was  but  common  fenfii  and  common . 
jui^ic^  th^t  Ir^lajQc^  in  being  admitted  to  a  participation  oC' 
tl^t  over  wliich  Great  Britain  had  an  indifputahledominion^ 
(her  CQloni^l  trade)  fhould  at  leaft  bind  berfelf  not  to  exercift 
the  newly-^acquired  right  in  a  manner  which  the  Parliament  > 
of  Qr^t  BriUin  having  judg^  injurious  to  her  interefts,  and 
incD^^patible  with  found  policy^  had  of  courfe  prohibited  to 
heir  ^wn  fabjedls.    He  put  the  cafe  of  two  totally  diftinft 
and  unooQuedled  ftates,  one  of  which  ihould  receive  irom 
the  other  a  particular  privilege  or  ^vantag^e,  in  the  enjoy* 
nyent'  of  which  it  was  under  a  ftipulation  to  accommodate 
itielf  to  fuch  limitations  and  regulations  as  the  prudence  of' 
the  conceding  ftate  ihould  from  time  to  time  deem  necefiary« 
Would  tbis5  he  aiked,  be  a  relinquifhment  of  its  indepen-* 
dence  ?  If  (o,  there  was  (icarcely  a  nation  in  Europe  which 
•  had  not  at  ope  tiim  or  other  relinquished  it ;  for  there  was 
DOM  that  bad  not  on  fofue  occafion  fubmitted  the  enjoyment 
of  advantages  derived  from  the  conceffion  of  other  ilates  tm 
the  control  of  that  ftate  from  which  they  were  derived* 
No !  this  was  not  a  furrender  of  independence,  nor  any  ia- 
crificc  of  Ic^iflative  fopremaey,  but  merely  an  engagexncmt 
to  eyercife  the  legiflative  power  in  a  particular  manner,  and 
that  fpr  certain  advantages,  for  the  acquiGtion  of  which  ths 
engagement  was  entered  into*    He  argued  on  the  abfurdity . 
of  iuppofing  that  there  could  on  apy  occalion  in  Ireland  be' 
a  queftion  as  to  the  adopting  a  law  of  Great  Brita.n  on  the 
fubje^l  of  the  navigation  and  commerce  with  the  Colonies  ; 
for  as  no  law  could  ever  t^e  fuppofed  to  be  pailed  in  England 
except  for  the  advantage  of  England,  fo  the  adoption  of  the 
fame  kw  in  Ireland  muft  Iiave  the  fame  eSs6k.  there.    He 
fbould  not,  he  faidy  after  all  that  he  had  already  offered  t» 
the  Houfe  on  the  feveral  preceding  debates,  enter  more  parti* 
cularly  into  the  general  bufinefs  of  the  arrangement ;  but  as 
be  haa  a  full  and  perfect  confidence  in  the  good  underftanding 
of  the  pepple  of  Ireland,  th^t  they  would  not  be  perGiaded 
to  receive  fo  abfurd  and  fo  ill^ibunded  an  alarm,  fo  he  would         , 
truft  to  the  cool  xefle£lioo  and  more  fober  judgement  of  the' 
noble  Lord>  that  he  would  deiifi  from  any  endeavours  to 
fpread  it* 
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Mr.  $bfri«       Mr*  Sheridan  rofe  next,  and  contended  that  it  was  fair  to 
«iM-  argue,  that  the  propofition  was  a  direA  attempt  to  legiflate 

far  Ireland,  and  not  the  lefs  fo  in  confequence  of  the  amend- 
ment. It  was  therefore,  hefaid,  infidious  in  the  laft  degree 
tax  Mr.  Orde  not  to  have  ftated  it  to  the  Irilh  Parlianoenl, 
t*  whom  the  bufinefs  had  been  opened  in  a  very  d'^fierent 
manner.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared  that  the  votmg  refblutions 
to  -bind  Ireland  down  to  pafs  fuch  and  fuch  laws>  without 
•aabling  her  to  go  even  into  a  Committee  with  the  bills, 
was  crippling  that  right  of  legiilation  which  fhe  had  claimed 
and  we  had  admitted,  and  leaving  her  the  mere  fhadow  of 
independence,  as  a  fovereign  ftate,  inflead.  of  the  fubftanc^ 
He  therefore  contended  that  it  was  probable  in  the  higheft 
degree  that  the  refolution  under  coiifideration  would  canie 
creat  alarm,  and  excite-  much  conftitutional  jealoufy  in 
Ireland. 
Vr.  t>ufi-  Mr.  Dundas  &id,  he  had  gone  ftraight  forward  all  throngh 
^"^  the  buiinefs,  and  in  that  line  he  was  determined  to  perfevere» 

judg'ing  for  himfelf  upon  a  full  examination  of  the  fubjed 
matter  of  the  fyflem,  and  giving  all  the  fadls  that  had  been 
adduced,  and  all  the  arguments  that  had  been  urged,  juft  fo 
much  weieht  and  authority  as  he  was  of  opinion  belonged  to 
tiiem,  ana  no  more.  Thus  had  he  been  undifnrayed  by  the 
clamour  of  the  manufadlurers,  their  fears,  and  their  exagn- 
rations,  while  they  were  at  the  bar;  and  in  like  mannerdtd 
he  now  fsel  equally  undaunted  at  the  alarms  and  jealotrfies 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  his 
iiriends,  had  endeavoured,  by  their  inflammatory  fpeeches, 
to  excite  in  Ireland,  being  perfedly  per fuaded  that  the  peo* 
pie  of  Irekind,  and  efpecially  its  Parliament,  had  ferae  un- 
derftanding,  and  that  they  gave  that  Houfe  and  the  Govern- 
ment credit  for  a  moderate  Ihare  of  underftanding  likewifew 
Thei-e  was  not,  he  dared  to  fay,  one  man  to  be  found  in  Ire- 
land fo  completely  wrong  headed  as  to  iee  the  Fefolutkm  then 
under  confideration  in  the  point  of  view  in  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  hstd  fo  artfully  laboured  to  place  it ; 
for,  in  plain  fenfe,  what  was  its  meaning  but  this?  The 
fyftem,  of  which  it  was  a  part,  gave  Ireland  a  full  and  equal 
participation  of  our  commerce  and  our  navin^ation  trade,  and 
the  refolution  faid,  take  our  commercial  regulations,  and  our 
navigation  laws,  with  that  commerce  and  ^hat  navigation 
trade;  be  upon  the  fame  footing  with  us,  fhare  the  fame  ad- 
vantages, fob n: it  to  the  fame  regulations !  Mr.  Dundas 
took  notice  of  Mr.  Powys's  addrefs  to  him  about  the  word 

'  trumpery^ 
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trumperr.  He  did  afllire  the  honourable  gentleman  he  had 
not  applied  that  phrafe  to  him :  he  had  talked  of  generals 
and  feijeantsand  corporals,  and  he  knew  not  what;  but  he 
was  ailonilhed  the  honourable  gentleman  (hould  have  taken 
the  phnife  to  himfelf,  or  have  thought  that  he  could  have  re- 
garded him  m  anyfubordinate  rank,  or  as  an  j  thing  lefs  than 
a  general.  He  admitted  him  to  be  fuch :  he  had  feen  him 
head  armies  of  obfervation,  and  even  as  an  admiral  of  a  fleet 
(ailing  under  a  neutral  flag*  In  all  the  different  manoeuvres 
of  political  tallies  he  knew  him  to  be  perfectly  fls.ilfuU 
And  what  ftill  more  aftoniihed  him,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  (hould  think  he  meant  him  at  the  time,  was,  that 
he  was  talking  of  perfe6l  condftency  at  the  moment  that  he 
let  drop  the  (illy  expreflion. 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  he  felt  himfelf  obliged  to  oppofe  an  Ut.  EdeiC 
acnendment  moved  by  thofe  with  whom  he  generally  agreed, 
upon  a  principle  adopted  by  thofe  with  whom  he  generally 
difagreed.  It  had  been  well  fiated  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  if  the  two  kingdoms  were  to 
have  one  trade  and  one  navigation,  they  muft  alfo  have  one 
law,  for  the  purpofe  of  preferving  this  union  of  commercial 
interefts,  otherwife  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  that  it  would  fpee- 
dily  ceafe.  If  then  the  laws  muft  hereafter  be  the  fame  in 
the  two  kingdoms  rcfpeSing  thofe  extend ve  objects,  it  would 
be  an  abfurdity  to  fuppofe  that  the  framing  of  thofe  laws 
could  be  left  to  both :  it  muft  neceflarily  be  given  to  one ; 
and  the  only  queftion  was  under  this  ftatement,  as  to  which 
(hould  have  the  preference.  Admitting  thefe  premifes,  which 
the  majority  of  the  Houfe  wais  clearly  difpofed  to  admit,  it 
was  unmanly  to  attempt  to  palliate  or  conceal  the  conclufion. 
Undoubtedly,  if  Ireland  (hould  decide  to  accept  the  eflential 
conditions  oif  the  treaty  now  brought  forward,  fhe  muft 
wave  the  independence  of  her  Legiflature  on  the  points  de* 
fcribed  in  the  refolution,  and  muft  fairly  refolve  and  agree  to 
re-enaft  and  regifter  the  laws  relative  to  trade,  navigation, 
and  plantations,  hereafter  to  be  ena£led  in  Great  Britain. 
Nay  more :  ihe  muft  confent  to  be  named  in  thofe  laws,  and 
to  be  bound  by  them  fpeciiically  ;  for  it  was  mere  nonfenfs 
to  fuppofe  that  the  intended  compaA  could  otherwife  be  car- 
ried into  execution  :  and  he  would  venture  to  aflert,  that  if 
the  people  of  Ireland  (hould  think  it  expedient  to  fufpend 
their  late  enthufiafm  for  a  freedom  of  legiflation,  they  would 
do  it  in  the  moft  manly  avowal,  and  would  difdain  to  fritter 
a«ray  the  truth  of  the  cafe  by  refinements  and  flattering  con* 

firu£tbn%    • 
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llniAiOm.  TTodoobtetily  the  enfbarrafimtot  whs  a^enfide- 
riUe  one ;  but  it  had  required  little  exertion  to  pr6¥e  it  fr^sn 
the  fir^  opening  x>f  the  propodtions.  When  the  prefent 
treaty  with  Ireland  was  firft  anoounced,  it  had  been  natural, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  fuppofe  that  a  great  arrangement,  brought 
fofWardt  without  any  preilure  of  diftrefs^  or  any  claim  of 
riglYt,  Would  be  fonnd  eridently  advantageous  to  both  the 
contiafling  parties ;  on  the  other,  it  was  difficult  to  iinagine 
fhat  there  could  be  any  fafe  mode  of  giving  an  unreftrained 
communication  of  marikets  between  two  kingdoms ;  one  of 
which  was  obliged  to  raife.  taxes  to  the  amount  of  near 
50.000 1.  a  day,  and  the  other  hardl j  to  the  amount  of  a 
twentieth  part  of  that  fum.  It  was  evident  that  fuch  an  un- 
dertaking would  be  fo  dangerous  to  the  commerce  of  the 
taxed  country,  that  it  would  ultimately  lead  to  dem'ands  dan- 
gerous to  the  free  conftitution  of  the  other  kingdom,  and, 
whether  carried  into  efFe£t  or  not,  prove  a  fource  of  perma- 
nent uneafinefs  and  perpetual  difcuilions  to  both  kingdoms. 
All  the  traniadlions  of  the  lall  three  months  liad  confirmed 
this  reafonir^ ;  every  day  exhibit^  new  dangers  and  new 
difficulties  in  the  completionof  the  propofed  fyftem  ;  and  at 
length  it  now  appeared  fo  radically  changed  from  its  original 
form,  that  no  rnan  pofleiTing  either  common  fenfe  or  one  bo' 
*  aeft  fentiment  would  attempt  to  fay,  that  both  the  original 
and  the  preiant  plan,  eidier  of  negociation  or  final  arrange^ 
snenty  were  defenfible ;  one  of  them,  at  lea(l»  muft  be 
wrong.  And  tbofe  who,  like  himfelf,  had  utterly  reprobated 
the  original  plan,  could  not  at  leafl  be  accufed  either  of  le* 
vity  or  of  worfe  motives ;  for  the  framers  and  fupporters  of 
tlie  prefent  plan  had  joined  olfo  in  deferting  it. 

As  to  the  prelent  propoiltion,  he  had  four  amendments  to 
f  ropofe :  the  firft  would  include  *^  all  laws  concerning  fea« 
**  naen."  Ho  concurred  with  a  refpedlable  member  (Mr. 
PowysJ  in  thinking  fuch  a  provifion  important ;  for,  with- 
out it,  Irebnd  would  have  it  in  her  power  to  pofl^fs  herfelf 
of  our  /hipping  and  failors  by  the  gradual  transfer  of  our 
trade  to  Iriik  ports ;  and  Great  Britain  would,  in  the  open'a^ 
of  future  wars,  fee  Ireland  in  poflefTion  of  a  large  proportion 
of  her  feamen,  and  the  land  of  refuge  for  the  remainder. 
Mr*  Eden  ftated,  that  the  words  of  this  amendment  were 
taken  from  Mr.  Yelverton's  bill. 

His  fecoad  amendment  was  to  con^ne  the  laws  required 
tobe  re-ena£ted  by  Ireland,  *'  to  be  iuch  only  as  impofe  the 
*'  fame  rcftraints,  and  confer  the  fame  benefits  on  the  fub* 
•*  jc£ls  of  the  two  kingdoms." 

The 
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He  next  w6nU  fay^  thai  the  laws  thM  to  be  a<}o|>ted  by 
Ireland  ihouid  be  fibr  the  fame  duration  only  as  in  England^ 

And  laftly,  he  would  move  to  omit  the  two  laft  lines  of 
the  propofi^on,  as  being  at  leaft  unneceffiiry^  if  not  excep- 
tionable. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeecb,  Mr.  Eden  took  notice  of  the 
menaces  which  had  occaiionallj  bcien  intimated,  of  the  poC>- 
ilble  mifchiefs  which  might  reiult  in  cafe  Ireland  ihouid  be 
difappointed  in  the  prefent  treaty.    He  ikid>  that  fuch  difap- 
pointmeot,  if  it  took  place,  would  properly  be  placed  by 
Ireland  to  the  charge  of  thofe  who  had  engaged  her  in  the 
recognition  without  due  ferefiriit ;  but  as  to  the  intimida* 
tion,  he  would  neither  affront  Ireland  fi>  much  as  to  fuppofe 
her  capable  ofabfurd  refentment,  or  debafe  the  conftitution 
of  the  two  kingdoms  fo  much  as  to  admit  that  it  was  poffibh 
to  carry  an  abfurd  treatment  into  eBsSt.    Gentlemen  talked 
as  if  the  Iriih  Legiflature  conlifted  of  two  branches  only  t 
they  would  do  well  to  remember,  that  the  Royal  ASent  was 
alfo  riecefiary  to  the  pai&ng  of  Irifh  laws,  and  that  if  it  were 
poffible  for  that  prerogative  to  be  exercifed  to  the  manifei): 
detriment  of  this  kingdom,   the  Minifters  who  advifed  it 
would  be  refponfible  with  their  heads  ;  but  he  again  repeat** 
ed,  that  the  whole  fuppofition  was  infulting  to  the  Irifli,  who 
were  a  liberal,  honourable,  and  enlightened  people* 

Lord  Afulgrave  faid,  that  not  having  before  troubled  the  LordMuI- 

Houle  with  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjed  of  the  Iriih  arrange^  S^^^ 

roent,  he  would  cbufe  the  prefent  divifion  of  it  as  beft  adapt* 

ed  to  that  particular  mode  in  which  he  wifhed  to  argue  it* 

That  many  commercial  and  political  advantages  would  refolt 

from  the  clofe  conne£lion  thus  to  be  eftablimed  between  the 

two  countries,  was  a  truth  that  he  thought  had  been  fuffi* 

cientlv  elucidated  in  every  debate  on  the  fubje£l :  he  would^ 

therefore,  confider  it  profeffionally,  and  in  that  point  of  view 

he  codid  not  but  feel  an  uncommon  degree  of  fatisfa&ion  at 

the  profpe6l  of  feeing  that  defert  which  i^ow  feparated  the 

two  kingdoms,  who&  folitary  and  uncomfortable  expani^ 

was  only  exhilarated  with  here  and  there  a  ftrajgling  packet 

or  linen  veilel,  become  crowded  with  the  Shipping  of  the  two 

countries,  not  only  facilitating  a  mutual  interchange  of  thehr 

feveral  commodities,  but  alfo  promoting  an  union  of  inte- 

refts,  of  affedions,  9nd  of  habits,  between  the  feveral  inhae 

bitants.    The  Irifli  Channel  would  thus  become  a  moft  va<* 

luable  nurfery  for  feamen,  and  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Ireland, 

with  the  weftern  coaft  of  Giwt  Britain,  would  fliortly  affi>rd 

an  equal  fopply  of  hands  for  the  navy  of  the'  empire,  as.  tbo 
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eaftern  coaft'of  this  Icingdom  did  already*  Tha  aeceffion  of 
Ireland  rifing  in  commerce  and  in  population,  in  confcquence 
of  the  new  fyftem,  would  be  an  acceifion  of  one  third  of  the 
power  and  importance  of  the  empire  ;  bqc  alienate  her  inte- 
reds  from  thofe  of  England,  and  one  half,  at  lea  ft,  of  our 
ilrength  would  be  loft.  He  declared  that  he  had  but  one  ob- 
jection to  the  refolution  before  them,  which  was  in  the  word 
**  equal ;"  this,  he  faid,  he  wiftied  was  changed  into  the 
words  ''  the  fame,"  becaufe  the  latter  could  be  liable  to  no 
difpute  or  uncertainty,  and  the  former  might :  beddes,  he 
thought  the  word  eaual  pregnant  with  more  cavil  and  dif- 
union  than  the  word  effe<3ual,  which  had  hlled  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  with  fuch  fevere  apprehen  Cons. 
He  laughed  at  the  idea  of  any  pretended  delicacy  of  men- 
tioning the  name  of  Ireland  in  fuch  ads  of  the  Britifti  Le- 
gillature  as  were  clearly  of  the  nature  of  treaties  between 
diftindt  powers  ;  and  he  ftated  very  flrongly  that  Great  Bri- 
tain was  juft  as  much  pledged  to  Ireland  by  thefe  refolutions 
as  Ireland  was  to  Great  Britain. 
14,  North.  Lord  North  repeated  his  argument,  that  the  proportions 
were  all  the  better  for  the  amendment ;  but  that,  neverthc- 
lefs,  amended  as  they  were,  they  were  not  fuch  as  in  his 
fober  judgement  he  could  approve.  That  the  prefent  rcifbfu- 
tions  were  legiflating  for  Ireland,  there  could  be  nodouht; 
wliether  Ireland  would  or  would  not  confider  it  as  an  rnfidi- 
ous  attempt  to  reclaim  and  recover  a  right  granted  to  her  by 
the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  was  a  matter  that  would 
depend  upon  circumftantes.  His  Lordftiip  entered  into  an 
inveftigation  of  the  queftion,  whether  Mr.  Orde  had  been  to 
blame  or  not,  for  not  making  the  prefent  refolution  known 
to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  He  faid,  if  Mr.  Orde  was 
aware  that  fuch  a  refolution  was  to  be  propofed  to  the  Britifli 
Parliament,  undoubtedly  he  ought  to  have  ftated  it,  becaufe 
k  was  an  eilential  ingredient  in  the  fyftem  ;  but  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  an  amendment  that  had  been  fnggefted  to 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  fince  the  propofi tions  had 
been  before  that  Houfe,  no  matter  by  whom  fcggeftcd,  it 
certainly  was  not  to  be  imputed  to  Mr.  Orde  ns  any  circum- 
ftance  upon  which  blame  to  him  ought  to  attach*  His 
Lord/hip,  in  a  reply  to  a  declaration  of  Mr.  Dundas,  that 
M/.  Orde  had  fufficiently  done  his  duty  in  flating  the  out- 
line of  the  propofitions  to  the  Irifti  Parliament,  and  that  the 
minute  detail  of  the  particulars  was  properly  referred  for  the 
firitifti  Houfe  of  Commons ;  made  great  ironical  ufe  of  the 
term  **  minute  "  There  were  a  great  many  minute  particu- 
lars 
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lar$  which  it  was  not  requifite  to  commutiicate  brigiflally  to 
the  Irifli  Parliament.  The  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies  was  a 
minute  particular  from  which,  though  the  Irifli  were  to  be 
excluded,  it  was  not  n«cefl[ary  to  communicate  to  them.  A 
noble  Lord  (Lord  .Mulgravc)  had  gravely  told  the  Com- 
mittec,  that  **  equal"  and  "  the  fame"  were  dillina  term^ 
He  thought  this  a  ilrange  declaration,  efpecially  from  a  ma- 
thematician. The  noble  Lord  concluded  with  faying,  that 
he  flioutd  vote  for  the  propofition. 

Mt.  Jenkinfon  maintained  that  the  condition  now  required  Mr.Jenkin- 
did  not  lay  any  new  impofition  on  the  Irifli  Legiflature,  by  ^^^' 
which  their  independence  was  either  violated  or  abridged. 
it  was  no  more  than  a  condition  which  oqe  independent  na- 
tion thought  it  neceflary  to  ftipulate  for  from  another,  in  a 
i}arga'in  which  was  to  be  mutually  beneficial.  Such  condi- 
tions were  frequently  required  in  negociations  between  rival 
nations,  in  deienfive  and  ofienflve  as  well  as  in  copimercisd 
treaties.'  Mr.  Yelverton's  adl  pointed  out  the  words  which 
he  thought  fliould  be  ufed  in  this  refolution  ;  and  he  did  not 
feel  any  difficulty  in  his  own  mind  upon  the  queflion  that 
this  condition  would  in  any  degree  trench  upon  Mr.  Yelverr 
ton's  aS» 

Mr.  Samuel  ^Thornton  faid,  that  the  refolution  was  very  Mr.  Stm. 
proper  and  neceflary  as  a  guard,  to  our  navigation  laws,  and  Thornton, 
fuch  as  he  thought  would  by  no  means  alarm  the  Irifli  na- 
tion. They  would  fee  the  propriety  and  neceflity  of  the 
condition ;  and  in  the  mean  time  it  would  quiet  the  fufpicione 
of  gentlemen  in  this  country. '  He  belieVcd  that  the  Irifli 
refolutions  were  popular  among  the  merchants  of  this  coua- 
try,  and  that  they  were  not  alarmed  at  the  dangers  which 
were  ftudiouifly  pointed  out  as  the  confequ^ces  of  the  new 
fyftem.    ■       ' 

Mr.  Fox  began  by  obferviVig,  that  when  the  Irifli  propofi-  Mr.  F^x, 
tions  (as  they  had  been  termed)  were  firft  laid  before  the 
T^ritifli  Houle  of  Commons,  the  Minifter  declared  that  the 
confeiquence  muft  certainly  be  that  all  the  complaints  of  Ire- 
land -tvould  be  completely  fcttlod,  not  only  upon  fair  but 
upon. advantageous  term?  to  Great  Britain.  That  although 
a  participatiorx  of  our  commercS  would  be  granted  to  Ireland, 
yet,  fuch  wa^  the  deliberate  wifdom  with  which  the  propofi- 
tions  had  been  framed,  that  although  very  great  advantages 
were  promiied'to  Ireland,  we,  ih  faS,  fliould  be  adding  very 
<:onfidcrably  to  our  byvn. 

3B  i  Mr, 
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Mr.  fox  dedared«  that  as  a  frieod  to  Irdaiid,  no  man  had 
it  more  at  heart  than  he  had  to  grant  every  advantage  to  that 
country  confiftent  with  the  fafety  and  welia^  of  his  own. 
That  he  was  perfie£lly  of  opinion,  the  profperity  of  feelaod 
was  the  profperity  of  Great  Britain :  and,  on  the  other  hand» 
^  was  alfo  of  opinion,  that  the  profperity  of  Gre^  |Lntaia 
undoubtedly  nuift  be  the  profperity  of  Ireland. 

'  To  promote  the  wet£ire  of  Ireland,  and  to  fee  that  perfed 
cordiality  and  mutual  confidence  firmly  eftabli  (bed,  which  is 
{b  efiential  to  the  profperity  and  happinefs  of  both  conotries, 
no  man  could  entertain  a  iincerer  wifh,  or  ihoold  exert  blm- 
iblf  with  greater  seal  than  he  was  ready  to  do,  in  order 
to  accom^iih  a  purpofc  fo  neceflary  for  the  gocd  of  both 
countries. 

Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  he  fliould  ever'confider  it  to  be  bis 
doty,  as  a  member  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  not  only  to 
view  the  propoiitions  as  they  may  afied  the  InterefU  of  his 
pwn  country,  but  alfo  to  fee  in  what  way  they  will  opeiate  in 
Ireland;  I  for  he  confidered,  that  if  they  ihould  tend  to  injaie 
the  interefls  of  either  country,  the  purpofe  for  which  they  are 
intended  muft  be  equadly  and  certainly  defeated. 

That  fome  meafures  were  abfolutely  neceflary* to  eflablifh 
content  and  mutual  friendihip  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  no  man  could  doubt.  But  bow  liftle  the  propofitions 
that  bad  been  laid  before  Parliament  were  adapted  to  produce 
fuch  a  happy  confequeoce,  every  day V  examination  had  more 
and  more  confirmed* 

That  this  was  the  kSt  with  regard^  to  the  propofitions  in 
general,  no  one  could  doubt  who  had  civcn  them  tbe  leaft 
attention ;  but  if  thene  was  one  propoution  more  prBgpant 
with  obje£lions^  and  againft  which  both  countries  had  greater 
reafon  to  complaiii,  it  was  certainly  this  fourth  proportion 
now  under  tionfid^ration  of  the  Committee.  Tfiis  very  pn>- 
pofition  would  certainly  be  found  to  contain  ntttter  fb  injn- 
lious  to  both  countries,  that  inftead  of  producing  an  j  thing 
like  falutarj  confequences,  it  muil,  ofitfel^  prove  the  canie 
of  endiefs  j^loufies,  ill  blood,  and  animofiues  between  the 
two  countries. 

Mr.  Fox  then  adverted  to  the  infidious  condud  of  Mini- 
jlry,  and  what  had  £dlen  firom  bis  honourable  friend  behind 
liim  (Mr*  Sheridan)  refpedin^;  this  very  propofition  not 
having  been  laid  before  the  Irifh  Parliament  with  the  reft. 
Mr.  Fox  was  certainly  of  opinion,  that  no  power  of  langu^ 
could  do  away  the  charge  of  ihfidipnfnefs  made  by  his  ho- 
nourable 
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nopnible  fridnd»  whe^  the  A\re£L  attack  againft  the  legiflati^ 
independeoce  of  Ireland  came  to  be  Juftly  viewed.    ^ 

Mr*  J^ox  called  qpon  the  lecolleuion  of  the  Committee; 
by  remiodjng  them,  that  when  the  original  propoiitions  wens, 
laid  before. the  Houfe,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr* 
Pitt)  peremptorily  declared  that  they  muft  pafs  then — that 
they  could  not  be  altered— *  but  that  fuch  as  they  were  tbej 
mull  ftaod  or  fall  together. 

When  th^  Minifter  made  this  declaration,  It  muft  alfo  im 
frefli  in  the  memory  of  every  gentleman  prefeot,  with  what 
indecent  hurry.it  had  been  attempted  to  carry  thofe  propo^* 
jtions  tlirough  the  Houfe  ;  as  well  as  with  what  extreme  dif- 
fict^ty  he  (iAv.  Fox)  had  been  able  to  prevent  the  Minifter 
from  fucceediog  in  that  attempt. 

Had  the  Minifter  been  fuccefsful  in  carrying  the  original 
propoiitions,  it  is  now  very  well  known  that  fome  of  the 
efl^tial  interefis  of  this  country  muft  have  been  facri£ced  ; 
ai9ong  which,  the  £aft4ndia  Company's  charter  certainly 
could  not  be  ranked  as  the  leaft.  Thefe  fa6ks  plainly  proved 
how  neceSary  it  was  to  take  fufficient  time,  to  tireigh  well 
the  different  effects  the  propoiitions  were  likdy  to  produce: 
feveral  akerations,  called  amendments,  had  already  been 
adopted,  which  at  iirft  appeared  to  leSSsn  the  evils  tlie  propo- 
iition  contained ;  but  they  certainly  were  not  adequate  to 
remove  tfaofe  folid  obje&bos  that  ftill  remained  againft  them 
10  general,  and  this  fourth  propoiition  in  particular;  and 
without  removing  which,  the  worft  and  moft  unliappy  coq« 
fequeoces  moft  oeceftarily  follow. 

Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  aware,  as  he  undoubtedly  was,  of 
the  imbecility  of  the  councils  by  which  the  Iriflx  propofi* 
tions  had  been  framed,  and  doubtful,  as  he  muft  certainly  be^ 
cf  the  wiidom  or  even  fairnefs  of  any  negociation  carried  oa 
by  the  piefent  Minifiry,  he  owned  however,  that  his  appre- 
henfions  bad  been  principally  roufed  by  that  hurry  witk 
which  tlie  Minifter  attempted  to  drive  the  original  ptopoft- 
Cions  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  difficulty^ 
with  which  he  bad  been  able  to  get  the  opportunity  that  had 
been  acquired  to  confider  them  with  fome  attention. 

Added  to  this,  he  could  not  forget,  how  every  fpecies  of 
obftruf^ion  bad  been  adopted,  to  prevent  information  from 
the  di&rent  manufaAurers  from  being  brought  to  the  bar 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  froin  whom,  information  of  the 
inpft  valuable  kind  ought  to  have  been  looked  for  in  the 
prei^nt  buftnefs.  Nor  could  he  £orget  the  duplicity  with 
which  fenus  of  thefe  men  had  been  treated  by  Miniftry :  i^ 
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was  the  charafteriflic  of  men  who  mean  to  deal  fairly,  to  ad- 
mit every  information ;  i^en  of  a  difietent  dfifcription  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent  it.  That  this  has 
been  the  conduft  of  the  prefcnt  Miniflry  is  fufficiently  efla- 
J)lifhed  by  every  part  of  their  conduft  relative  to  this  nego- 
elation  :  and  yet,  fach  was  the  confufed  texture  of  this  buli- 
nefs,  that  what  with  the  ignorance,  duplicity,  and  hurry, 
which  had  appeared,  it  was  difficult  to  fay  which  were  moft 
confpicuous ;  hut  taken  altogether,  it  was  highly  necefliry 
to  watch,  with  the  keeneft  attention,  the  conduft  of  the 
■Miniftry, 

By  the  origin.il  propofitions,  that  MirHftry  had  attempted 
to  haften  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  was  now  very 
well  known,  that  they  woirid  have  given  up  the  power  of 
the  Britiih  Parliameut,  to  renew  the  Eaft-India  Company's 
charter. 

To  what  motive  are  we  to  impute  this  circumilance  in 
the  propofitions  ?  Is  it  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  efkSt  of  the 
MInifter's  ignorance?  Or,  is  it  a  concealed  and  fecret  facri- 
hce  intended  to  be  made  of  one  of  the  principal  branches  of 
the  revenue  of  Great  Britain  ? 

If  we  are  to  attribute  this  facrifice  merely  to  that  ftapidity 
■which  fo  eminently  difplays  itfelf  throughout  the  whole  con* 
du£l  of  Miniflry,  he  foid  he  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  what 
•  reliance  could  be  placed  on  any  of  their  roeafures  ?  Were  men, 
capable  of  fuch  negledl  worthy  to  be  entruiled  with  the  con- 
cerns of  a  great  commercial  nation  ?  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  were  to  imagine,  that  Miniftry  were  aware  of  giving  up 
the  power  of  the  Britifli  Parliament  to  renew  the  Lad-India 
Company's  cliarter,  what  muft  the    Public  think    of  their 
.fidelity  to  that  Company,  upon  whofe  fhoulders  they  had 
raifed  themfelvcs  to  their  prefent  ftation!  In  eithet  way,  Mr. 
Fox  obfervcd,  the  confequence  muft  .prove  equally  fatal  to 
every  thing  hke  confidence  in  the  prefent  Miniftry- 

But  what  rendered  the  conduit  of  Miniftry  moft  atrocious  in 
.the  propofition^  that  had  been  attempted  to  be  |>a(red,  was,  that 
.  thtCc  very  propofitions,  which  ultimately  went  to  the  annihi- 
ialion  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  as  a  Company,  altogether, 
,were  introduced  by  that  very  man  who  owed  his  popularity 
•to  tlie  pretence  of  vindicating  their  charter,  which  all  tte 
world  knew  had   been  abufed !  Whofe  abuies  had  been  re- 
cognized by  Parliament;  abufes.that  never  had  been  denied, 
•  nor  attempted  to  be  denied  1    Yet,  we  have  feeii  that  rerf 
man,  who  was  the  pretended  friend  of  the  Eaft-Jndia  Com- 
pany's charter,  merely  bccaule^itwas  a  -charter,  introducing 
w  pro- 
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propofitions  as  a  MiniJfter,  by  which,  not  only  the  charter  it- 
felf,  but  by  which  the  very  annihilation  of  the  Company,  as 
a  Company,  mud  have  been  the  confequence  !  The  Public, 
in  general,  and  that  Company  in  particular,  are  now  fenfible 
or  foon  muft  be  fenfible,  who  are  the  real  friends  to  the  real' 
intcrefts  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Company. 

Mr,  Fox  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that  every  fpecies  of 
mifreprefetitation  had  been  ihade  ufe  of,  to  miflcad  the  minds 
of  the.  Public  relative  to  the  bill  he  had  the  honour  to  intro- 
duce for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Eaft-India  Company'i 
affairs,  Thefe  mifrcprefemations  had  been  but  too  fuccefr- 
ful  at  the  moment ;  but  he  felt  that  confidence  which  fills 
the  mind  of  every  man  who  is  confcious  of  having  a£led 
upon  jud  principles  for  the  good  of  the  empire,  that  time 
would  open  the  eyes  of  the  Public,  and  fhew  them  who  were 
the  real  friends  to  the  true  interefls  and  profperity  of  the 
country  in  genetal,  and  that  Company  in  particular. 

Mr.  Fox  declared  in  very  animated  language,  that  no  man 
was  a  firmer  friend  to  peribual  liberty,  or  held  the  fecurity 
of  perfonal  property  more  facred  than  himfelf.  That  no 
meafure  of  his,  6ver  had,  or  ever  ihould  contain  an  infringe- 
ment of  either;  and,  although  fuch  an  idea  had  been  malici<* 
oufly  interwoven  with  his  Eail-India  bill,  yet,  that  fuch  an 
idea  was  falfe  and  groundlefs,  he  boldly  maintained,  and 
defied  any  man  to.  prove  that  there  was  any  foundation 
for  it. 

The  charter  by  which  the  Eafl-India  Company  held  tho 
monopoly  of  that  trade,  was  like  all  other  charters ;  it  was  a 
charter  granted  upon  certain  conditions,  to  a  certain  number 
of  men,  for  the  better  conducing  a  plan  for  their  advantage 
no  doubt,  but  not  merely  and  entirely  for  their  advantage, 
but  for  that  of  the  community  at  large. 

The  Eaft-India  Company's  charter  was  therefore  a  truft, 
which  fo  long  as  the  conditions  were  fulfilled,  and  not  injuri- 
ous to  the  public,  ought  not  to  be  interrupted  or  molelled. 
But,  when  that  truft  had  been  abufed,  would  any  friend  to 
the  prefeot  government  pretend  to  fay,  that  it  was  not  the 
tluty of  Parliament  to  interfere?  Or  that  by  a  violation  of 
the  conditions  on  their  part,  they  did  not  themfelves  forfeit 
their  charter? 

•  The  Eaft  India  Company's  charter  is  precifely  a  truft,  not 
an  irrevocable  grant :  and  the  conditions  upon  which  Parlia- 
naent  can  grant  fuch  a  charter  muft  be  confiftent  with  the  ' 

good  of  the  empire,  without  which  Parliament  could  not 
jxant  a  niongpoly  to  apy  fet  of  men  whatever;  nor  could 

Pat- 
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PStrtiatloinit,  confidently  with  its  duty  t<>  the  Public,  pennit 
any  charter  to  bcLContinued  whofe  conditions  had  bom  yio- 
lated,  or  become  injurious  to  the  public  good. 

The  abufes  of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  truft,  it  wa»  well 
known,  had  been  recognifed  by  Parliament,  and  in  this 
^  ijoufe  by  a  Yery  large  majority.     Their  mifConduA  had  not 

only  difgraced  this  country  abroad^  but  threatened  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin  to  their  trade  at  home :  and  fuch  had  been 
the  confequences,  that  Parliament  had  not  only  been  obliged 
to  forego  fome  of  its  claims  on  the  Company,  but  to  admini- 
fier  confiderable  aififtance  to  fave  it  from  deftruftion. 

To  prefcrve  that  trade,  which  he  well  knew  \^as.  eflential 
to  the  Britifh  rerenue,  he  introduced  his  bilf,  and  Mr.  Fox 
obferved,  that  in  the  hour  when  popular  prejudice  was  at  its 
height,  he  had  always  ftood  forward  with  this  declaration. 
-  That  lie  was  ever  ready  to  avow  that  bill,  and  he  was  fore 
that  time  would  (hew  its  neceffity,  though  perhaps  too  late 
toeffeAthofe  falutary  confequences,  fo  greatly  wanted  to 
give  ftability  and  profperity  to  the  Eaft-India  Company's 

affairs* 

Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  his  bill  was  foimded  on  the  neeeffity 
of  a  regulation  of  the  Eaft-India  Company^s  charter ;  ndt  to 
lemove  the  property  or  to  affe6l  it,  but  to  ^rve  it  that  per^ 
manency  and  fupport  which  its  tendency  to  diflMutloA  avow- 
edly ftood  in  need  of.  But  what  was  the  conduft  of  the 
right  honourable  getitleman  on  that  bufinefs  ?  Why,  although 
it  was  proved  on  all  hands,  that  the  charter  had  been'abuied, 
and  that  the  conditions  upon  which  it  had  been  gfonced  bad 
'  been  violated,  yet  he  oppofed  the  bill  and  defended  the 
charter  merely  becaufe  it  was  a  charter. 

To  fe^  groundlefs  apprehenfioos,  excited  by  men  whofe 
vnderftandings  it  is  impoflible  to  refpeft,  is  not  impoffible. 
That  the  right  right  honourable  gentleman  was  fuccefirful  in 
exciting  thofe  groundfcfs  apptehenfions  is  well  known  ;  and 
now  let  us  fee  upon  what  degree  of  ^onfifteucy,  and  what 
degree  of  fincerity  his  friendihip  to  the  Eaft-India  Company 
is  rcallv  founded  ;  why,  the  proofs  of  them  are  to  be  fbond^ 
and  will  remain  for  ever  ogainft  him  in  thefe  very  prOpofitions. 
The  firft  negociation  be  was  engaged  in  as  a  Minifter,  he 
made  their  charter  and  their  exiftence,  as  a  Company,  a  (acri« 
iice ;  an  unneceflnry,  an  unfolicited,  wahton,  01^  cacelefs.  or 
treacherous  facrifice  to  Ireland.  He  (Mr.  Fox)  for  one, 
would  never  confent  to  make  a  furrender  of  the  E^ft*India 
Company*s  charter ;  and  zealous  as  he  undoubtedly  was  to 
fee  the  profperity  of  Ireland,  yet  he  never  could  codient  to 
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place  this  country  in  (6  humiliating  a  fituation,  that  it  (honld 
be  obliged  to  iolicit  the  cohfent  of  the  Irtih  Parliament  for 
leave  to  grant  a  renewal  of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  charter. 
Upon  that  ti^de  Great  Britain  depended  for  a  confiderabie 
revenue,  and  this  the  Minifter  ought  to  have  remembered* 
Was  it  to  be  imagined  that  Ireland  would  have  returned  fo 
immenfe  an  advants^;  or,  that  the  |riih- Parliament  would 
have  been  juftified  in  giving  it  up  again,  altboueh  they  bad 
obtained  it  unfolicited,  through  the  ignorance,  orfoi^e  wor(ft  ^ 
motive,  of  our  Miniflry,  and  it  ihould  even  have  appeared- 
without  their  intention?  Undoubtedly  it  would  have  been 
abfurd  to  exped  any  fuch  thing.  Once  gone,  there  was  ac^ 
end  of  it  for  ever.    ^  * 

Of  the  proportions  now  before  Parliament,  the.  fa&had 
turned  out,  that  the  more  they  were  confidered;  the  more  he 
found  them  liable  to  ferious  and  infuperable  obje£lions.  Tho 
Miniftry,  notwitbftanding  their  boafted  determination  of  car**, 
tying  them  in  their  original  form,  had  been  obliged  to  give 
it  up,  and  thence  had  proved  to  all  the  world,  that  they 
could  not  vindicate  them,  and  that  they  themfelves  qow  con* 
£dered  them  as  originally  inadequate ;  that  they  had  flood  . 
upon  ground  which  ihey  found  not  tenable,  alnd  therefore, 
to  make  them  lefs  exceptionable,  certain  additions  and 
amendments  had  been  adopted. 

But  could  any  gentleman  take  upon  him  to  fay,  that  the  > 
amendments  were  fu|Bcient  to  remove  the  evils  contained  in : 
the  propofitions  ?  certainly  not :  and  it  was  his  opinion,  t^at 
it  would  be  infinitely  better  to  the  peace  and  harmony  o£ 
the  two  countries  that  no  treaty  at  all  fhould  take  place,  th^n 
that  the  propofitions  now  before  the  Committee  fliould*  For 
unlefs  fuch  a  plan  was  deviied,  as  ihould  efieflually  remove 
the  grounds  of  uneafinefs^  without  being  materially  detri- 
mental to  either  country,  it  were  better,  doubtlefs,  tliat  no 
plan  at  all  ihould  be  put  into  execution. 

Mr.  Fox  then  faid,  that  the  propofitions  were  to  be  con-* 
fidered  as  a  treaty  between  two  independent  powers  for  the 
mutual  advantage  of  both.  It  was  a  bargain  going  on  be-> 
tween  them  to  this  purpofe^  ^*  I  will  give  you  fo  much  for 
«*  fo  much.** 

In  the  conftru£lioii  of  all  fair  bargains,  fays  he,  it  is  ever 
underilood  that  both  parties  are  to  be  benefited ;  that  neither 
is  to  be  wronged;  that  neither  is  to  be  injured. 

But  this  fourth  propofitibn  pofiefles  the  moil  extraordinary 
qualities  that  ever  marked  a  negociatbn :  it  protuifes  fo  much 
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tp  Iriland,  that  it  thiealeB^  the  eziftencc  of  manjrof  •ur  naft 
valuable  manufaAories ;  it  aKb  cjemands  a  fiirranlBr  from 
Ifeland  of  her  legifLatire  indepeDdence, 

To  grant  Ireland  advaon^;et  detrimciital  to  the  immeiiate 
fuppon  of  the  Bfitifli  emptfc,  can  never  be  lequirsd  by  Ire^ 
land ;  and  ought  not  ta  he  given  by  ua«  To  grant  Ireland 
advantages  and  require  a  price  (he  cannot  acceda  to  witfaom 
xelinquiihinR  her  kgiflativeindependeocei  would  be  an  kifuk 
to  her  undemanding  to  expeA«  Yet  fuch  ia  the  ahfadote 
tendency  of  this  fourth  prapofition,  and  inch  thecon&qoonces 
that  muft  take  place  if  it  Kb  carried. 

The  complaints  of  Ireland  undoubtedly  merited  ererj  at- 
tention,  and  might,  if  not  removed  by  wife  andfalutary  mea- 
flares,  prove  the  caufe  of  (erious  conf^quences.  But  did  any 
one  imagine  that  her  complaints  were  to  he  relieved  by  ad* 
vantages  arifing  from  a  participation  of  our  trade,  when  ihe, 
00  the  other  hand,  was  to  be  obliged  to  relinqui&  the  inde- 
pendence of  her  Parliament  ?  Would  not  that  refumption  of 
the  legiflative  power  of  the  Britifli  Parliament  over  that  of 
Ireland,  be  a  means  to  defeat  every  advantage  to  be  expeded 
from  a  participation  of  our  trade  ?  Undoubtedly  it  would : 
and  in  this  cafe,  Ireland  makes  an  abfolute  and  certain  furren- 
der  of  what  is  her  chief  pride,  I  mean  the  independence  of  her 
Parliament,  for  a  participation,  the  advantages  of  which 
'  Great  Britain  can  always  defeat  by  her  refumed  power  over 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland. 

That  the  uneafinefs  of  Ireland  is  worthy  of  the  greateft 
exertionsof  our  abilities,  and  requires  imniediate  atieotion, 
muA  be  admitted  :  but  when  the  efieds  of  this  propofition 
fhall  take  place  on  the  manufa£lurers  of  this  country  who  have 
applied  by  petition,  are  we  to  image  that  the  coa>jilaints  of 
the  people  of  England  will  be  lefs  formidable,  when  they 
ihall  find  their  intereAs  facrificed  ?  Doe^  any  man  pretend  to 
fay,  that  a  commotion  in  England  would  be  lefs  alarming 
than  difcontent  in  Ireland  ? 

The  necefiity  of  purfuing  this  bufinefs  with  the  utmoft 
circumfpedion,  tlie  necef&cy  of  afling  upon  dehberatioQ, 
arifes  from  this  circumftance,  that  the  propofitidns,  when 
acceded  to  by  Ireland,  would  and  n)ufl  be  final. 

An  honourable  gentleman  behind  me  (Mr.Dempfter)  ima- 
gines it  is  neceiTary  that  thefe  propofitions  fhould  be  tried, 
becaufe  fomething  was  neceflary  to  be  done ;  and  is  clearly  in 
an  error  refpe£ling  the  nature  of  the  prefent  n^ociatioo. 
He  confiders  it  as  difiering  from  the  treaty  with  Scotland 
(which  forms  the  uolon)  as  that  cannot  be  altered ;  becaufe, 

favs 
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fly s  he,  one  of  ih6  parties  whb  framed  it  is  no  mote,  mesuiing 
the  Scoitifli  Parliament,  He  imagines  that  the  prefent  pro* 
pofitions  can  be  altered,  becaufe*  both  the  Parliaments  who 
2g{tai  t6  them  will  ftill  remain. 

In 'this  Mn  Fox  begged  Jeave  to  obfcnre,  the  ''honourable 
centleman  had  totally  mifooderftood  the  fa&. 

The  propofitions,  when  agreed  to  by  the  Britrfli  and  Irifh 
ParliamenlSi  would  form  a  foilemn  treaty,  that  neither  coun^ 
try  oould  ^ifterwards  alter  or  infringe,  without  a  direct  viola^* , 
tionof  good  faith.  And  in  this  he  held  the  laaguage  and 
idea  oTth^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  and  in  this,  and 
ki  this  only>  he  agreed  with  him. 

However  detrimental  the  propofitions  therefore  might 
hereafter  be  found  to  either  country,  that  country  could 
not  redrcfs  herfdhf ;  for  fuch  was  the  nature  of  the  treaty. 
Did  they  not  therefore  demand  the  moil  delberate  invefti-** 

gation?  /  -  ' 

The  alterations  that  the  propofitions  had  already  under*. 
gone,  were  ftanding  proofs,  that  no  dependence  ought  to  be 
placed  in  the  wifdom  of  thofe  who  originally  ofiered  them  to 

Parliameijt. 

After  the  declaration  made  by  the  Miniflar,  upon  his  firft 
laying  the  propofitions  before  Parliament',  that  they  muft 
Aand  Or  (all  together,  bis  mortification  could  not  be  fmaH»  to 
find  himfelf  forced  to  fubmit  to  alterations,  in  order  to  pre* 
fervetbat  nwjcrity,  from  which  he  had  received  fo  many 
proofs  of  acquiefcence  to  his  mcafures. 

SOpported  as  he  {Mr.  Pitt)  often  had  boafted  he  was,  yet 
he  had  certainly  been  difappointed  In  tlie  prefent  bufincfs : 
he  had  not  found  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Commons  pliant 
enough  entirely  to  forget  their  duty  to  their  country  :  he  had 
been  forced  to  admit  amendments ;  but,  whether  with  a  view 
to  benefit  this  or  that  country,  or  only  to  maintain  that  fta- 
tion  he  now  filled,  the  Public  muft  be  left  to  judge. 

That  the  Minifter  had  folemnly  declared,  he  would  admit 
no  alteration  in  the  original  propofitions,  is  a  feft.  Did  he 
kem  his  word  ?  No ;  but  by  a6ling  as  he  has  done,  it  is  plaih 
his  confidence  in  the  fuppbVt  of  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons b^ins  to  abate.  And  there  is  little  doubt,  but  as  they 
fecede  from  tht  Minifter*s  confidence,  they  will  rife  in  the 
^od  opinion  of  the  Public.  For  perhaps,  a  more  general 
and  better-founded  alarm  had  never  fpread  itfelf  all  over  the 
kingdom  than  had  been  excited  by  the  propofitions. 

The  People  have  been  very  flow  in  their  apprehenfions  of 
th«  prefent  Miniftry.     From  the  prefent  Parliament,  un- 
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dotjibtedly  the  People  bad  a  right  to  expeA  the  ftrongefi  ex« 
ertioDSy  and  the  moft  unremitting  care  for  the  general  good. 
The  QiaJQrity  bad  been  fent'  to  rariiament  under  the  moft 
popular  approbation*  though  founded  in  delufton,  that  ever 
}iad  marked  a /general  eleaion.  .  Yet*  of  the.Miniftry,  the 
People  have  (hewn  by  the  petitions  that  croud  the  tablf,  that 
they  have  not  now  tnat  confidence  they  once  had,  and  that 
Xhey  are  more  feriouflv  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  their  trade 
aiid  manufa£tures,  ana  in  a  degree  that  ho  Minifter  had  ever 
llarjcd  to  expofe  them  to  before. 

Little,  ind!^»  could  the  People  fufpedl,  that  the  fame 
man  who  made  himfelf  popular  by  a  clamorous  fupport  of  a 
>chartjer  which  had  been  abufed,  would,  when  in  power,  have 
atterppted  to  hurry  propofitions  through  the  Houfe,  that  ea» 
ti rely  gave  up  for  ever  the  power  of  renewing  thai  very  char- 
ter !  For  no  man  would  pretend  to  fay,  it  would,  have  been 
doing  lefs,  if  the  Minifter  had  been  able  to  pafs  the  original 
proportions* 

But  with  what  aftonifliment  muA  the  People  behold  him 
.engaged  in  a  bufinefs,  by  which  fo  many  manuf^Aoriea  muft 
be  expofed  to  ruin  that, .  at  one  blow,  fwept.  away  the 
means  of  exjfterye  to  thoufands  of  the  manufai&urers  of  Great 
JJritait)! 

That  thefe  wer<r  fa&s,  the  petitions  upon  the  table  proved. 
And  petitions  from  a  more  numerous,  or  more  refpedabk 
body  of  men  (however  negletSled  and  infulted  by  Miniftry) 
bad  never  beer^  prefented  to  this  Houfe  before* 

Much,  though  an  ill-founded  reliance,  was  placed  on  the 
amendments  that  had  been  made.  But  were  they  adequate 
to  remove  the  evils  with  which  the  propoGtioos  were  loaded! 
No ;  Had  the  petitions  ceaf^  to  come  in  fince  the  amend- 
ments  hoid  been  adopted  ?  No.  Had  Miniftry  been  able  to 
get  any  on^  fet  of  manufaSuren  in  the  kingdom  to  approve 
of  the  propofitions,  potwithftandiog  the  amendmeiUs  ?  No.— 
They  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  one  paper  of  approbation  to 
Jay  upon  that  table,  that  groans  yfith  the  mafs  of  petitions 
flgainft  the  propofitions?  Was  th^  conduA  of  the  Miniftry 
ian£tione4  by  any  one  fet  of  men  in  the  kingdom,  who  had 
appeared  ip  the  bufinefs?  No*  Is  not  every  man  in  an 
alarm  who  has  the  l^aft  fcnfe  of  the  danger  of  the  propoC* 
^ions?  Certainly, 

That  this  fourth  propofition  contained  in  it  fpbjefl  of 
ferious  alarn^  to  the  manufaQurers  of  Grjeat  Britain  was  fully 
eflablifhed. 


V  .. 
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But  let  us  fee  how  Ireland  will  be  atffs£ked :  will  file  onljr 
be  benefited?  Is  'the;>e  nothine  preiu^icial  to  her  interefts 
contained  in  this  ntcpofition  r  Undoubtedly  yc^ :  for  it  is 
made  a  part  of  it,  that  ihe  niuft  relinquiih  her  legiflative  in- 
dependehcey  and  adk^pt  again  in  fiiiure,  laws  made  'by  the 
BritifiiParliamenc.     v  '  v. 

To  take  a  more  dire^^'view  of  this  propofition»  it  will  he 
found,  that  where  the  Miniftry  have  not  difplayed.  their  im* 
becility;  they  have  been  infidious;  where  they  have  not  been 
infidious,  they  have  been  treacherous  ;  and  by  one  or  other 
or  all  thefe,  have  they  been  dire^ed  in  their  profecution  of 
this  very  propofition  now  before  us.  - 

My  honourable  friend  *  behind  me,  has  clearly  eftabliihed 
the  infidious  condud  of  Miniftry,  in  their  not  having  laid 
this  propofition  before  the  Irifli  rarliament  with  the  others ; 
particularly,  as  by  it,  Ireland  binds  herfelf  to  refign  her  le« 
giilative  independence** 

If  it  fhould  be  pretended,  that  there  was  no  infidious  inten- 
tion in  not  carrying  this  propofition  before  that  Parliament^ 
it  becomes  a  proof  of  their  imbecility  in  not  having  done 
to;  becaufeit  is  deemed  eflential:  and  therefore  it  proves* 
that  Miniftry  had  not  been  capable  of  fin ifiiing  and  compleat** 
ing  their  fyftem  to  lay  before  Ireland. 

If  it  fliould  be  pretended  that  th^re  is  no  meaning  in  the 
daafe  which  binds  the  Iriih  to  adopt  the  Britiih  uGts  of  Par- 
liament, and  that  Ireland  will  not  be  bound  by  it^  then  mufb 
the  whole  be  treachery  to  tbis  country* 

As  a  proof  of  the  imbecility  of  Miniftry,  and  how  diftant 
this  negociation  is  fi-om  the  eftimation  due  to  a  well-<iigefted       r 
plan,  Mn  Fox  obferved,  that  very  early. in  this  evening's 

^  On  Mr*  Taylor,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee,  reading  the 
fourth  propofition,  Mr.  Sheridan  got  up  and  obferved,  that  it  was 
not  the  fame  that  had  been  read  the  night  before. 

To.  which  Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  the  alteration  obferved  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  had  been  made  in  confequence  of  a  gefture 
Kc  perceived  oa  that  fide  of  the  Houfe  when  the  propofition  was 
read. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  in  his  fpeech  on  this  propofition,  declared,  that  thia 
propofition  .though  declared  to  be  the  «flence  of  \tie  whole  fyftem^ 
in  not  having  been  laid  before  the  Ih(h  Parliament  with  the  reft,  and 
containing  a  daufe  to  reafTume  the  legifiative  power  of  the  Britiih, 
Parliament  over  that  of  Ireland,  was  a  condufi  infidious  according 
to  all  the  worft  definitions  of  the  term  infidious. 

debatt 
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debate  the  nght  bonourjble  ^tlemiin  (Mr.  Pitt)  bad  infenn- 
•d  OS,  that  one  of  the  alterations,  called  amendaiciitSt  io  this 
fourth  propofition  was  made  in  coii&c|nciice  of  feme  gefiBiet 
he  perceived  on  this  fide  of:  the  Uonfe  wbea  the  propofitioQ 
was  read  in  the  Committee  the  hfttioie^of  meeting* 

Can  a  ilronger  picture  be  given  how  littte  Adminiftration 
is  able  to  rely  upon  their  own  ddibeniitioos^  than  is  conveyed 
ki  this  declaration  of  the  Minifter  ?  That  nothing  pcnnanent 
or  beneficial  to  either  country  cl»dd  be  WKpt&ei'  fr^m  the 
oouneils of  thoTe  whoiramedtbepropofitions^  1  well  knew. 
But  that>filGfa  a  narlcihould  be  fet  upon  them  by  the  AAini- 
fler  as  this,  that  he  had  adopted  an  alteration  barely  vpoa 

Ierceiring  a  'geff ure  oh  .^is  fide  <lf  the  lio^fs,  was  am  ac« 
nowiedgenont  hoir  little  they  coiild  dc|wnd  on  their  own 
judgements  beyond  what  1  bould  have  kxiked  £»r* 

What  ^puld  the  people  think  of  the  whole  fyftem,  when 
a  gefiure  is  the  avowed  caufe,  by  theMtnifter,  of  an  itera- 
tion in  one  of  the  Irifii  projpofitions,  which  is  declared  eflen- 
tbl  towardis  earring  into  efiefl  the  prefent  fettlement,  aod 
ibrms  one  of  the  mod  important  branches  of  that  fyfiea 
which  is  to  give  content  to  Itebnd,  and  mutual  luipptnefs  to 
both  kingdoms  I 
^  This  very  fyflem,  which  the  fame  Mimftcr  toM  qs  rnnft 
ftand  or  faU  together,  we  now  find,  by  the  fame  MiDiflcr, 
is  become  fe  weak  in  their  own  eyte,  that  a  gefture  is  a  foffi- 
cient  reafo]\to  make  an  alteration  >in  it*  Such  is  the  confif- 
tency  and  firmnefs  of  the  prefent  Adminiftmtion. 

NotwiTfaftanding  this  gefticubted  aleeration,  the  original 
evil  iliil  remains.  But,  like  every  other  akeration  made  In 
what  is  in  kfelf  «adically  bad,  every  amendment  (ardiey  are 
called)  only  fhcws  the  original  deformity  of  the  propofitions 
in  Aronger  and  ftronger  colours.  ... 
^  This  foui-th  propofition,  as  it  now  Hands,'  can  never  be 
agreed  to.  The  firfi  and  fecoxKl  part  are  incompatibly  and 
ic  is  impoifible  that  both  countries  can  agree  to  it. 
:  In  the  fir  ft  part  Ireland  ispromifed  a  participation  of  oor 
ttttie,  Ti^is  piuft  ailbrd,  at  firil  fight,  a  fruithil  profjpeA  to 
))er.  But  what  are  the  terms  upon  which  (he  is  to  attain 
Hiis  f>articiptt<tei^  ?  Why,  by  hifrding  herfelf  to  adopt  fwh 
British  a£ti'of  Pfetliament,  hereafter  to  be  made,  as  Orear 
Britain  fliall  think  fit  to  fend  there.  Will  Ireland  ^grce  to 
this  with  her  .eyes  open?  And  will  they  not  difcover  the  firr- 
render  demanded  of  them  on  the  firft  perufal  of  the  propofi- 
tion ?  Undoubtedly  they  will ;  for  to  fuppofe  they  will  not, 
would-be  eftimating  them  a  nation  of  idiots. 

lioweres 
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Howevelr  detrimeotal  an  Qnlimited  participation  of  our 
trade  may  be  to  our  manuFafturers,  yet  the  benefit  to  Ireland 
aauft  be  remote*  And  Ireland,  by  this  propofition,  in  fur* 
rendering  tjieir  legiflative  independence,  gives  up  a  certain 
good  for  an  uncertain  benefit. 

If  a.mftn  wetcs  to  fet  about  framing  a.  propofition  that 
couid  contai'i  matter  moA  objeflionabie  to  both  countries, 
he  could  opt  frame  one  more  completely  fo  than  this  fourth 
propofitioa. . 

Becauf^  the  advantages  bdd  out  by  the  firft  part  of  it  are 
overbalanced  by  the  demand  of  a  furrender  of  the  legiilative 
power  of  Ireland.  Hereafter  Irehnd  has  no  power  to  con« 
fult  her  own  intereAs,  but  mufl  adopt  the  Biitifh  a£ls  of 
Parliament ;  mi  having  oiKe  agreed  to  the  proportions,  (lie 
from  that  time  has  no  alternative,  but  mull  adopt  the  laws 
framed  ber«ti  fod  fent  to  ber^ 

Is  it  imsgined  the  people  of  Ireland  will  not  fee  through 
this  faroQ  a$  a  favour  i  Will  not  the  mind  of  an  Irtlhman  re- 
volt now  at  the  idea  of  keeping  up  the  form  of  a  Parliament, 
who  muft  fegift^  thofe  laws  which  fhall  hereafter  be  lent  to 
Irelamd?  They  can  have  no  alternative,  nor  can  the^  call  one 
of  thefe  bws  mto  queAion,  or  debate  even  upon  their  merits : 
having  agreed  to  accept  thefe  propofitions,  they  will  be  bound 
for  ever  to  obey  this  condition* 

An  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  oppofite  fide  of  tfie' 
Houf&tQ  ailert,  tha^  whatever  the  confequences  may  be  to 
Ireland*  flie  will  have  no  right  to  complain*  becaufethe  pro- 
pofitioos.  originated  in  her  own  Parliament. 

With  cei^A  to  the  fourth  propofiiion,  Ms  argument, 
rnean  as  it  certainly  is,  cannot  be  applied,  as  it  did  not  ori- 
ginate in  Irebnd»  But  as  to  laving  any  ftrefs  upon  the  pro- 
pofitions  coming  from  Ireland  officially,  it  is  well  known  and 
generally  admitted  they  fprang  originally  from  the  Miniflry 
here.  Therefore  tliere  can  be  no  advantage  taken  again  ft 
Ireland  on  account  of  the  proportions  coming  from  her  Par- 
liament* 

To  tmpofe  upon  a  people  under  any  pretence,  but  particu- 
larly at  the  fame  moment  you  are  telling  them  of  granting 
them  advantages  which  they  did  not  poflel's  before*  could  only 
be  attempted  by  the  worft  of  men*  and  the  mofl  profligate 
of  Miniflers. 

Even  if  fuch  a  trick  could  be  fuccefsful,  will  any  mnn 
pretend  to  fay  that  an  impofition  is  the  moft  likely  way  to 
heal  thedtfquietudeof  the  people  of  Ireland^  Does  any  mnn 

-     pretend  » 
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pretend  to  fay  that-*  fyftem  built  upon  fuch  principles  is  ca- 
pable of  eflahlifliing  any  thing  like  an  bannoDious  or  perma- 
nent underftaniling  between  the  two  countries  ?  He  niiifi  be 
a  viHonary  in  politics  indeed,  who  could  entertain  an  idea  fo 

abfurd* 

In  order  to  illuftrate  this  pofition,  Mr.  Fox  begged  leave 

to  fuppuie  a  cafe,  that  we  were  carrying  on  a  n^ociation 

wiib  any  foreign  power  that  were  friendly  towards  as  ;  and 

fuppofe  that  the  Miniller  of  this  country  induced  that  power 

to  prefer  fuch  and  fuch  propofals  to  our  Parliament.     When 

they  found  that  they  had  been  tFepanned  into  an  impofition, 

is  it  to  be  imagined  they  would  abide  by  it,  merely  becaufe 

they  had  been  feduced  by  our  Miniilry  to  be  the  propofers  of 

it  ?  Undoubtedly  they  would  not :  and  indeed^  fo  far  from 

thinking  themfelves  bound  to  abide  by  it  under  fuch  circnm- 

fiances,  their  pride  and  intereft  would  feel  doubly  wounded, 

and  the  treachery  of  fuch  a  Minifter  would  operate  with 

double  force  to  make  them  reje&  it  more  firmly  and  with 

greater  refentment. 

As  Ireland  by  this  proportion  muft  be  obliged  to  adopt 
whatever  laws  Great  Britain  in  ber  wifdom  fliould  fee  fit  to 
make  for  the  regulation  of  that  trade  which  Ireland  is  to  lhare« 
is  it  not  the  moft  obvious  thing  in  the  world,  that,  having 
that  power,  the  Britifli  Parliament  would  abandon  the  inte- 
reft of  this  country,  if,  in  framing  her  laws,  they  were  not 
particularly  attentive  to  the  particular  interefts  of  Great  Bri* 
tain  ?  No  man  can  doubt  it.  Yet  if  we  were  even  to  allow 
that  this  fhould  not  happen,  and  that  it  never  did  happen, 
yet,  ftill,  fuch  is  the  natural  jealoufy  of  human  nature,  fuch 
the  apprehenfion  naturally  raifed  by  giving  power  to  others* 
that  fufpicions  will  unavoidably  rife,  and  the  natural  confe- 
qucnces  of  fuch  fufpicion  muft  follow. 

The  chiefeft  aim  of  Ireland  in  all  her  late  endeavours  was 
to  obtain  an  independent  Parliament,  and  (he  is  now  poflef- 
fed  of  a  Lcgiflature  independent  of  Great  Britain.  Is  it  to 
be  imagined  that,  under  the  idea  of  getting  a  participation  of 
our  trade,  ftie  will  relinqui/h  that  power?  It  would  in  hQ 
be  yielding  up  her  independency  entirely  to  do  fo^  and  it 
would  be  eftimating  them  a  nation  of  idiots,  to  fuppofe  they 
vrould  give  up  the  principal  charaderiftic  of  a  free  people,  or 
to  make  a  certain  facrifice  for  a  promifed  benefit  they  never 
may  be  the  better  for. 

Even  if  Ireland  agreed  to  furrender  her  legiflative  indepen- 
dence, and  bound  herfelf  to  adopt  in  filence  whatever  laws 
I  Great 
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Great  Britain  fhM  hereafter  think  proper  to  impefe,  are  W# 
'  to  expedl  the  fame  obedience  to  thofe  laws  as  if  they  wer# 
framed  by  their  own  Parliament  i  There  was,  Mr.  Fox  ob- 
fervedy  a  material  difierence  between  that  kind  of  obedience^ 
which  arofe  from  a  mind  influenced  and  guided  by  voluntary 
and  conftitutional  ideas,  and^  that  which  arofe  from  the  mind 
i  which  aimed  not  beyond  that  which  claimed  no  higher  d«^ 
fcription  than  the  French  gave  by  the  term  par  mamcre  iTac-; 
quit.  Tedious  and  ineffectual  muft  be  the  obedience  paid  to 
laws  framed  in  this  country  for  Ireland  now,  when  that  fpirit, 
which  alone  gives  energy  and  dignity  to  the  execution  of  all 
laws,  is  broken  and  difcomiitted. 

This  fourth  propofition,  therefore,  is  (b  pregnant  with 
evils  and  objedions,  that  the  framer  of  it  feems  only  to  have 
been  engaged  how  to  diflrefs  us  with  the  difficulty  of  enu* 
merating  them* 

Thus  ftand  the  objefllons  againft  this  fourth  propofition 
— objeAions  on  all  ndes  unanfwerable,  folid,  and  irremove^ 
able— that  in  the  very  face  and  front  of  them  threaten  worfe 
confequences,  and,  in  future,  greater  evils  than  any  that  can 
now  exift. 

Mr.  Fox  begged  leave  to  ftate  before  he  concluded,  that  it 
was  the  pradice  of  the  right  honoi^rable  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Pitt)  in  anfwer  to  any  remarks  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  the 
honour  to  fubmit  to  that  HoufC)  to  take  great  pains  to  make 
it  be  believed  that  he,  (Mr.  Fox)  by  expofmg  the  weaknefs 
and  fallacy  of  the  meafures  of  Adminiftration,  in  efiedk 
created  theoi. 

Grofs  and  ahfurd  as  fuch  a  mode  of  argument  certainly 
was,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  fo  conftant  in  the 
ufe  of  if,  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  forefaw  that  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  it  would  form  the  line  of  his  condudl.  Of  this  it  was 
only  necefTary  to  obierve,  that  it  would  be  incumbent  on  the 
right  honourable  gentlen^an  to  prove  how  the  expofure  of  ai| 
evil  could  create  it. 

Mr.  Fox,  with  fome  warmtfat,  declared,  that  he  hoped  he 
was  too  well  acquainted  with  his  duty  in  Parliament  to  fit 
there  merely  to  regifter  the  meafures  of  any  Miniftry  with- 
out examining  them  to  the  beft  of  his  abilities. 

If  the  arguments  hf  had  ufed  to  fhew  the  fall^y  and  ia- 
fufficiency  of  this  fourth  projx>fition,  and  its  dire<^  tendency 
to  injure  both  countries,  be  not  founded  upon  £i6ls,  tfaie^ 
good  fenfe  of  the  people  of  Ireland  will  pay  no  regard  to 

Vol.  XVIII.  3D  xhfiv^. 
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them.  The  manufadturers  of  Great  Britain  'will  be  con- 
tented. 

.  Adminiftration  have  taken  fome  pains  to  nvike  us  believe 
that  if  they  can  carry  this  fourth  proportion  in  the  Iri(h 
Parliament,  there  is  an  end  of  the  buiinefs,  and  an  end  to 
all  appreheniions  on  our  part,  as  the  treaty  mufl  then  be 
£nal. 

But  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves  with  this  idea,  nor  think 
fo  meanly  of  the  Iriih,  that  even  if  their  Parliament  fhould 
make  a  furrender  of  their  legiflative  independence,  that  th& 
people  at  large  will  agree  to  it,  or  remain  quiet  under  fuch  a 
facrifice. 

There  are  recent  hiftorical  fa6ts  which  prove  that  the  ac- 

r'efcenceof  the  Irifli  Houfeof  Commons  is  not  concluflve. 
d  it  was  neceflary  to  make  this  remark  now,  that  we  might 
not  be  deceived  into  a  belief,  that  by  their  acceding  to  this 
fourth  propofition  the  bufinefs  muft  be  finally  fettled. 

It  was  not  the  acquiefcence  merely  of  this  or  that  defcrip- 
tionof  men  that  could  fettle  upon  a  firm  bails  the  terms  that 
were  equal  to  bind  and  cement  the  interefts  and  profperity  of 
a  grer.t  commercial  people,  if  that  acquiefcence  be  given  in 
oppofition  to  reafon  and  to  fads. 

Salus  populifuprema  lex^  was  n  maxim  univetfally  admitted. 
And  fuch  was  the  unfortunate  conftruflion  of  ihe  fourih 
propofition,  that  nothing  was  more  probable  than  that  both 
countries  would  be  obliged  to  appeal  to  it  for  relief. 

Incompetent  as  the  propofitions  had  been  found  to  quiet 
the  uneafinefles,  or  fecure  the  afIe£tions  of  Ireland,  and  per- 
nicious as  this  fourth  propofition  was,  in  particular,  to  the 
honour  or  interefls  of  either  country,  Mr.  fox  appealed  to 
the  candour  and  good  fenfe  of  the  Committee,  whether  it 
Would  nat  now  be  more  fair,  more  manly,  and  more  honou- 
rable to  addrefs  the  Irifh  to  this  purpofe : — ««  That,  however 
'•  deCrous  and  happy  we  ihould  be  to  ferve  you,  yer,  in  juf- 

tice  to  our  own  country,  we  find  we  cannot  grant  what 

we  offered-     Without  being  the  ruin  of  many  here,  we 

cannot  ferve  an  equal  number  of  you.  Without  expofmg 
**  our  own  country  and  its  manufactures  and  manufa<fturers 

to  ruin,  or  without  your  yieldfng  .up  the  independency  of 

your  Parliament,  we  cannot  grant  the  participation  offered 

to  you." 

Gloomy,  difgraceful,  and  fatal  as  this  addrefs  would  prove 
to  the  prefent  Miniflry,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  but  the  fame 
addrefs  is  conveyed  to  the  Iri(h  indire£tly  by  this  very  pro- 
pofition. 

To 
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To  profecate  this  meafure  upon  terms  that  never  can  be 
adhered  to,  and,  if  admitted,  can  never  prove  permanent; 
muft  prove  the  fource  of  endlefs  and  additional  complaints 
from  Ireland,,  and  trouble  to  Great  Britain. 

As  a  generous  and  liberal  people,  the  Irifh  ought  to  be 
tlealt  with  accordingly.  They  are  capable  of  receiving  the 
worft  with  fortitude  )  but  it  is  by  no  means  to  be  ezpefted^ 
therefore,  that  they  will  be  impofed  upon  with  patience. 
The  profperity  of  Ireland  is  undoubtedly  to  be  confidered  as 
the  profperity  of  Great  Britain ;  and  there  is  no  Irifhmaa 
of  fenfe  but  is  equally  fenfibte  that  the  profperity  of  Elngland 
is  the  profperity  of  Ireland. 

In  our  profperity  the  Irifh  are  as  firmly  interefted  as  we  are 
in.  theirs ;  and  if  they  cannot  profper  without  endangering 
that  trade  upon  which  the  revenue  of  the  empire  principally 
depends  for  fupport,  they  would  ultimately  find  it  a  purchafe 
dearly  bought. 

Yet  it  is  by  no  means  my  opinion  that  the  profperity  of 
Ireland  may  not  be  promoted  without  injury  to  the  Britifh. 
trade :  but  this  I  am  fure  of,  no  good  can  ever  arife  from  the 
prefent  meafure  of  Miniftry  towards  carrying  on  the  purpofes 
ib  much  wanted-^that  of  a  perfect  and  cordial  underftandtng 
between  the  two  countries. 

Nothing  was  more  plain,  and  nothing  was.  more  true,  that 
the  more  the  Irifli  proportions  had  been  ihveftigated,  the 
greater  number  of  objeAions  rofe  upiigainft  them.  'They  : 
promifed  much  to  Ireland,  but  take  away  .more  than  they 
give  The  learned  gentleman  over  the  way  (Mr.  Dundas) 
has  faid  more  to  thefe  points  probably  than  he  intended  :  he 
sivt^wed  a  caution  neeciTary  on  his  part,  to  fay  how  little  Ire* 
-land  would  be  benefited,  how  much  Great  Britain  would  b^ 
a  gainer.  This  was  the  minifierial  language  here ;  and  it  was 
well  known  they  held  another  language  in  the  other  king- 
dom. This  was  only  part  of  that  littlenefs  of  condu^, 
mixed  with  duplicity*  that  diftinguiflied  all  the  meafures  of 
the  prefent  Miniftry,  and  particularly  in  their  cdndu£t  through 
this  negociation.  ^ ' 

This  fyftem  i%  pregnant  with  the  worft  confequences  to 
both  countries.  Without  adminiftertng  any  certain  good  to 
Ireland,  it  is  to  be  accomplifhed  only  by  a  furrender  of  her 
legiflative)  independence.  The  participation  threatens,  on 
one  hand,  ruin  to  many  of  our  mod  valuable  manufadtorles, 
and  demands  a'  lurrender  froih  Ireland,  ever  too  dear  for  her 
ZQ  pay,  for  any  advantages  of  trade  fo  remote  and  uncertain 
;as  it  may  prove.    A  fyftem  loaded  with  fuch  obje£iions,  and 

^  D  a  pregnant 
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pregnant  with  fach  inifchiefs  to  both  countries,  Mr*  Fox  de- 
clared he  could  not  vote  for. 

For  monftroHS  at  the  facrifices  were  chat  bad  been  at* 
tempted  by  Miniilry  to  be  made  to  Ireland^  (in  particular 
that  of  the  power  of  renewing  tlie  Eaft-India  Company's 
charter) ;  deftru£live  as  this  fourth  propofition  muft  prove  to 
thoufands  of  manufadurers  in  this  kingdom ;  yet  nothing 
was  more  obvipus  than  this  fa6^  that  Ireland  would  reap  no 
Advantage  whatever,  as  the  refumption  of  the  Bhtiih  Parlia- 
ment over  that  of  Ireland  takes  a  power  that  does  away  every 
idea  of  benefit  to  be  expe^ed  from  the  participation  of  oar 
trade. 

Numerous  as  the  obje£lions  againft  this  propofition  reallf 
were,  Mr.  Fox  declared  he  did  not  take  upon  him  to  fay  that 
all  the  obje£lions  contained  in  them  were  yet  found  out; 
for  as  more  of  them  were  difcovered»  the  more  they  feemed 
to  multiply,  and  grow  daily  Uronger  by  their  numbers*  It 
was  not,  therefore^  to  be  wonder^  that  Miniftry  did  ^very 
thing  in  their  power  to  hurry  them  through  Parliament ;  but 
let  them  beware  of  the  confequences. 

Impregnated  as  the  propofitions  «^re  with  the  rooft  alarm* 
inff  mifchiefs  to  both  countries,  and  foreign  ai  they  were  to 
eSkSi  any  one  good  purpofe  to  either  country,  it  was  his 
(Mr.  Fox's)  duty  to  oppofe  theca ;  for,  infteskd  of  pnidu- 
cing  benefits,  they  would  certainly  prove  the  fouroe  of  the 
moll  unhappy  confequence$  both  to  Great  Britain  and  to 
Ireland. 
Mr.  Dull  •  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  the  ri^  honourable  gentleman  had  mif- 
4m-  ftated  him  when  he  faid  that  he  bad  afiert^  that  thofe  mono- 

polies would  counterbalance  the  vsdue  of  what  the  Irifh  were 
to  receive.  He  had  faid  that  thofe  monopolies  would  be  va- 
luably to  the  Engliih,  and  Were  to  be  efttmated  in  the  com* 
penfation.  Mr.  Dundas  then  ftated,  that  by  the  conccffioos 
made  to  Ireland  in  1780,  the  Irtfti  were  bound  to  lay  what- 
ever  duties  the  £ngli&  might  think  it  wife  to  lay  in  future 
upon  colonial  produce ;  and  this  pravifo,  though  exadly 
fimilar  to  the  prefent,  the  Irifh  did  not  confider  as  degrading, 
and  Mr.  Yelyerton's  a£^  didiiiot  do  it  away. 
Mr*  Fox.  Mr*  F^x  faid,  that  this  did  not  supply  to  the  cafe  in  point 
The  option  by  the  concefilon  pf  the  colonial  trade  in  1780 
was  given  to  Iceland,  and  they  might,  whenever  tfaey  chofir, 
get  hd  of  the  condition  by  giving  up  the  trade  to.  the  colo* 
j)ies :  but  having  once  accepted  of  tjiefe  refolutions,  the  fyf- 
tem  between  the  two  nation^  wtas  fettled  finally,  and  it  eoidd 
4ftot  be  broken  without  a  Yiolation  of  faith* 

Mr. 
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Mr.  'John  Scott  defended  this  proportion  from  the  charges  Mr.  Joha 
Mr.  Fox  had  brought  upon  it,  and  faid  that  the  Irifh  were  ^^^"^ 
no  more  degraded  by  the  conditions  for  which  we  ftipulated^ 
than  we  were  degraded  by  the  conditions  on  our  part^  that 
we  fliall  not  in  any  future  time  legiflate  againil  Ireland.  He 
entered  at  fome  length  uito  the  argument,  and  delivered  his 
wanneft  eulogiums  on  the  whole  of  the  refolntions,  as  a  fyf- 
tem  calculated  to  produce  amity  betweed  the  two  nations. 

Mt%  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  Mr.  Fox's  argument  that  Mr.  Chan- 
the  Iriih  might  have  got  rid  of  the  condition  annexed  to  the  cdlor  ?itu 
grant  of  the  colonial  trade,  with  the  refolution  which  he 
himfelf  moved  in  1782,  had  no  affinity.  In  that  refolution 
Mr.  Fox  had  ilated,  that  '^  the  conne£tion  between  the  two 
^^  kingdoms  fhould  be  eftablifhed  by  mutual  confent  upon  a 
^'  folid  9ind  permanent  bads."  Mr.  Pitt  deCred  to  know^ 
therefore,  what  Mr.  Fox  meant  by  that  exprefllon  of  perma^ 
nency,  if  it  was  true,  as  be  now  aflerted,  that  the  Irifk 
could  relieve  themielves  from  the  condition  whenever  they 
liked. 

Mr.  Fcx  fald,  that  he  did  not  think  it  neccflary  to  ftate  j^^^  p^,^ 
what  would  have  been  the  meafure  which  he  ihould  have  ^ 
brought  forward  to  fquare  and  conclude  the  commercial  rela* 
tion  between  the  two  kingdoms;  and  all  that  he  had  before 
aHerted-in  refpe£l  to  the  permanency  of  the  conceffions  in 
1780  was,  that  the  option  was  permanent,  and  the  option 
was  in  the  Influ 

The  Attorney  General  (Mr.  Arden)  faid  a  few  words  in  de-  The  Attor- 
fence  of  the  propofition,  and  iufifted  that  Mr,  Fox  had  not  n«yGcncr«l 
given  the  Houfe  an  idea  of  what  he  meant  as  a  permanent 
fyftem  between  the  two  countries. 

Mr.  Courtenay  faid  he  would  not  at  that  late  hoiir  detain  Mr.  Cmt* 
the  Committee  by  going  into  the  queftion  at  large.  He  con-  "°*y' 
feiled  that  he  entertained  prejudices  in  favour  of  Ireland, 
which  he  was  not  afhamed  to  avow  in  the  face  of  a  Britifh 
Houfe  of  Commons,  perfuaded  that  they  would  have  libera- 
lity enough  to  make  allowance  for  thefe  prejudices.  It  wa9 
the  avowed  intention  of  the  pveient  propofition  to  cement 
the  interefts  of  the  two  countries ;  but  he  could  point  out  in 
almoft  every  one  of  them  the  foundation  of  jealoufies  and 
difientions.  If  the  prefent  propofition  fliould  pafs  in  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  by  the  ftrength  of  a  majority,  the 
confequence  would  be  that  it  would  divide  the  Parliament  anA 
the  People.  It  would  reduce  that  Parliament  to  the  fituation 
of  the  Parliament  of  Pari^,  in  legiAering  t^e  edrds  of  iS^ 

Grand 
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Grand  Monarque  without  the  power  of  making  any  altera- 
tion.  Could  a  bill  enading  thefe  commercial  regulations, 
in  its  progrefs  through  the  Houfe,  undergo  any  amendment 
either  at  a  firft,  a  fecond,  or  a  third  reading  ?  Could  it  be 
brought  into  a  Committee  with  a  view  of  hnproving,it  ?  On 
the  contrary,  this  refolution,  if  cariied  into  a  law  in  that 
country,  would  bring  back  the  Parliament  to  its  /late  of  de- 
pendence and  fervitude  during  the  operation  of  Poyning's 
law :  it  was  poffible  the  Minifter  might  be  able  to  carry  the 
proportion  through  by  majorities  in  Parliament  both  in  th'rs 
country  and  in  Ireland ;  but  recent  inftances  might  have  con- 
Yinced  him  that  a  meafure  repugnant  to  the  general  fenti- 
ments  of  the  Public  could  not  be  carried  through,  however 
countenanced  by  influenced  majorities. 

•  The  right  honourable  gentleman  found  himfelf  reduced  to 
the  mortifying  neceflity  of  abandoning  a  favourite  objed^, 
which,  however,  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffion,  he  carried 
by  a  decided  majority^  The  Weftminfter  fcrutiny,  though 
covintenanced  by  that  Houfe,  was  given  up  for. its  unpopular- 
rlty  without  doors.  He  would  venture  to  declare  firora  hi? 
knowledge  of  the  pride,  of  the  jealoufy,  and  of  the  fpirit  ot 
his  countrymen,  that  a  propofition  of  this  fort  would  be  uni- 
verfally  fcouted  Hhroughout  the  country.  Zealous  and 
Watchful  as  they  were  of  their  new-acquired  independence, 
-they  could  not  fufier  themfelves  to  be  dif^ated  to  by  any 
power  whatfoever.  Diftindlions  would  undoubtedly  be  mad* 
between  afts  of  Parliament  which  met  the  general  fenfe  ct 
the  People,  and  thofe  thruft  down  by  the  hand  of  fovereign 
authority.  Of  thofe  diilin£lions  the  Irifh  advocates  could 
not  fail  to  take  advantage;  and  he  was  perfuaded  that  the 
feelings  of  juries  would  go  in  unifon  with  them.  This  he 
was  the  more  convinced  of  from  a  recolleftion  of  the  con- 
iludl  of  the  Dublin  juries  on  the  trial  of  the  Hearts-of-Oak 
Boys,  whom  they  refufed  to  convid  on  the  clearell  evidence, 
becaufe  they  were  removed  from  their  own  vicinage  by  an 
Irilh  aft  of  Parliament. 
LArdMa-''  hovd.  Mahon  contended  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
li^n.  would  have  much  more  reafon  to  complain  of  an  encroach- 

ment on  their  legiflative  independence,  if '  the  refolution 
Aiould  pafs  with  the  amendment  propofed,  than  in  its  origi- 
nal ftate.  He  then  faid,  that  after  all  the  declarations  xn^yk 
iyy  the  champion  of  the  People,  when  he  ftood  forward  ;is 
the  defender  of  Britain,  he  little  expefted  to  find  him  now 
converted  into  an  Irifti  patriot.    He  reoplleiled  to  have  heard 

him 
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him  decbre,  during  the  adminiftration  of  the  Earl  of  "Shelf 
burne,  that  any  Minifter  who  ihould  advife  His  Majefty  to. 
give  the  Royal  Ailent  to  any  adk  of  the  Irifh  Legtflature,       ^ 
muft  be  refponfible  to  the  Britifli   Parliament.     How  he. 
could  reconcile  that  with  his  Irifh  patriotifm  he  left  him 
to  fay.  .  .     - 

Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridge  faid,  that  a  real  patriot  was  a  jvir.  AR 
man  who  : entertained  the   principles .  of  univ6rfal  liberty,  Sawbrid^oi 
without  limiting  himfelf  to  local  attachment.     The  noble 
Lord,  he  faid,  had  fiopd  forth  as  the  champion  of  the  hber- 
ties  of  the  citizens  of  Geneva,  while  he  feemed  to  be  i^n  ad- 
Tocate  fox*  defpotifm  at  home.  • 

Colonel  Fitzpatrick  faid  he  neither  wiflied  nor  expeflcJ  ro*Col.  Fit«- 
be  under  the  neceffity  of  fpeaking  on  the  fubje^  of  the  pre-.fatrick. 
feiit  propofitions ;  but  reflediing  on  the  alterations  which 
thefe  propofitions  underwent,  and  the  confequences  that 
would  attend  them,  he  wiihed  to  make  a  few  obfervations  to 
the  Committee,  notwithftanding  the  latenefs  of  the  hour. 
From  the  experience  which  thecourfe  of  his  refidence  as  well 
as  his  fituation  in  Ireland  afforded  him^  he  knew  fo  much  of 
the  country  as  to  forefee  that  the  prefent  refolution,  if  perfe- 
vcred  in,  would  be  followed  by  the  moft  unhappy  confe- 
quences.  Should  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  acquiefce  in  the 
prefent  refolutions,  they  certainly  would  a<ft  againft  the  opi- 
nions of  the  People,  and  little  need  be  faid  in  ptder  to  (hew 
the  danger  of  fetting  the  People  and  the  Parliament  at  va- 
riance. It  would  readily  be  perceived  that  the  prefent  fyf- 
tem  was  a  refumption  of  that  power  this  country  formerly 
poflefled,  of  external  legiBation  over  Ireland.  This  was 
what  the  People  of  that  country  were  fo  long  jealous  o^ 
and  what  they  at  length  fucceeded  in  overthrowing;  and  their 
patience  would  fcarcely  brook  to  have  the  efFeft  of  all  tli^ir 
labour  deftroyed,  though  even  with  the  confent  of  their  own 
Parliament.  The  appearance  of  duplicity  towards  Ireland 
fliould,  of  all  things,  be  ftudioufly  avoided,  and  the  altera- 
tion made  in  the  propofitions  could  fcarcely  be  viewed  in  any 
other  light  by  the  people  of  that  country.  Convinced  by 
the  evidence  at  the  bar,  he  was  latisfied  the  propofitions  were 
favourable  to  Ireland  in  their  original  flate,  and  the  nature  of 
the  alterations  induced  him  at  prefent  to  entertain  a  contrary 
opinion,  and  to  think  they  would  give  fatisfaftion  to  neither' 
country.  Apprehenfive,  then,  leaft  all  the  expe£lations  en- 
tertained of  the  good  confequences  they  would  produce  of 
union  and  friendfhip  may  be  fruftrated,  he  v/as  determined  to 

take 
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take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  the  prefent  queftioo^  though 

likely  to  be  left  in  a  terj  fmall  minority*. 
•  After  this  the  queition  was  called  for>  and  the  Houfe 

divided ; 

For  the  amendment       -    *.    -    -      j6 
Againft  it      -------194 

Majority     -     -     -----158 

ITuefday^  Ahy  24. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whob 
Houfe  on  the  Irifli  propofiiions,  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  in  the 
chair.  The  Chanceitor  of  the  Exchequer  having  luoved  the 
fifth  propolition,  by  way  of  refolntion. 
My.  Eien.  Mr.  Eden  rofe,  and  propofed  to  kifert  the  words  "  United 
States  of  America,^  by  way  of  amendment.  Mr«  Eden  took 
confiderable  pains  to  explain  to  the  Committee  the  reafons  en 
which  he  grounded  the  neceffity  for  inferting  the  amend- 
ment he  had  niade.  He  urged  the  extreme  neoefl&ty  there 
was  in  this  arrangement^  to  guard  and  proteA  the  terenise 
agdinft  the  dangers  of  an  illicit  commerce:  and  lie  argoed^ 
that  this  country  would  be  left  in  a  ftate  in  whic})  it  eagk 
AOt  to  remain,  unlefs  fucb  an  amendment  Sk  be  bad  ppopofed 
was  inferted;  becaufe,  we  fliooM  be  liable  to  have  New* 
England  rum,  and  a  variety  of  articles^  which  he  enumerated, 
l^e  produce  of  the  United  States  of  America,  fmuggl^  into 
Great  Britain,  through  Ireland,  to  the  manifeA  prejmlke  oi 
the  produce  of  our  Weft-India  and  American  colonies. 
Mr.  Aid.  Mr.  Alderman  tVatfom  returned  his  thanks  to  the  right 
V^atfiui.  honourable  gentleman  for  having  moved  fuch  an  amendment: 
hAl  he  not  done  it,  the  Alderman  faid,  he  would  have  moved 
one  extemely  like  it  himfelf ;  inftead  of  *'  United  States  of 
*•  America,*'  he  fhould  have  mG^ved  it  by  the  word  ."  States," 
fingly,  becaufe  America  had  States  aliens  to  this  country, 
that  were  difunited,  as  well  as  States  that  were  united ;  be  al- 
luded to  the  State  of  Vermont*  The  amendment  was^  he 
faid,  exceedingly  important;  much  more  fo  than  the  Com- 
mittee might  have  imagined.  The  Alderman  mentioned  fome 
of  the  articles  that  would,  if  tl>e  prefent  fyftem  of  arrange* 
mcnt  with  Ireland  went  on»  he  liable  to  find  their  way  i^^o 
(jreat  Britain  to  the  prejudice  of  our  colonial  produce.  Hav- 
ing dated  this  head  of  his  fuhjeft  much  at  large,  x\mn  wese 
matters  pafling  in  America,  he  faid,  that  he  viewed  with  an 
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eye  of  comfert  and  facisfadion*  There  had  been  before  the 
war  a  whale  fiibery  all  along  thefeas  that  wafhed  the  Ame* 
hcan  ihores ;  that  fiihery  employed  great  nambers  of  fifhef- 
men;  quiet,  peaceable,  induftrious,  hard*working  men;  men^ 
happy  under  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  as  formerly 
eilabliihed  in  North  .America.  Thefe  men^  he  rejoiced  to 
bear,  were  already  difgufted  with  the  new  fyftem,  and  bad- 
left  their  ancient  places  of  fettkment  in  great  numbers,  to 
come  and  live  again  under  the  Britiih  government  in  Nova 
Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Canada,  and  our  remainifig  colonies 
and  iflands  in  North  America.  Their  numbers  were  daily 
increafing,  and  ft  was  a  mod  fortunate  circumftance  for  this 
country,  becaufe  the  American  whale  fiihery  was  not  only 
a  valuable  branch  of  tra£Bc,  but  it  was  alfo  important  in  ano- 
ther point  of  view,  it  was  important  as  a  nurfery  for  feameo, 
and  might,  in  a  very  few  years,  prove  of  very  eflential  ad* 
vantage  to  this  country.  The  Alderman  dated  the  quantity 
of  barrels  of  oil  produced,  and  detailed  other  channels  of  ad* 
vantage  that  might  be  traced  from  it.  After  an  ample  ac* 
count  of  thefe  particulars,  heobferved  to  the  Houfe,  that  ho 
had  not  before,  found  an  opportunity  of  faying  much  upoa 
the  fubje£l  of  the  propofed  fyftem  of  arrangement  with  lre« 
land :  he  aflnred  the  Committee,  he  had  contemplated  its 
probable  coofcquences  with  care,  and  he  was  not  afraid  of 
them.  Thou£n  Ireland  had  her  local  advantages ;  though 
her  weftem  more  was  nearer  the  Atlantic,  and  nearer  to 
America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  her  foutliorn  coaft  near  to 
France,  there  was  nothing  to  be  deduced  from  thefe  confide- 
rations,  but  a  conclufion,  that  with  a  proper  management. 
cemented  and  conne(^ed  by  bonds  of  cordial  amity,  enjoying 
mutual  benefits,  and  beanng  mutual  burdens,  the  happieft 
confequences  were  to  be  expc£led  for  both  this  country  and 
that.  With  regard  to  the  feveral  motives  that  had  afluated 
thofe  who  had  come  forward  with  propofitions  refpefling  Ire-^ 
land,  he  believed  they  had  both  ot  them  ftood  nearly  on  the 
fame1>oard  of  the  political  fiage;  they  had  all  played  parts 
in  the  farce  of  l^e  Afediein  malagrf  lui ;  but  it  was  enough  * 
that  they  had  feverally  played  their  chara£ters  well.  He  ad- 
mired the  bridge  that  had  been  built  acrofs  St.  George's  Chan- 
jiel  by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  in  the  year  1^80 : 
he  admired  alfo  the  fuperftrudure  now  raifmg  upon  that  foun- 
dation by  the'  right  honourtble  gentleman  at  the  hend  of  the 
Exchequer ;  but  as  he  was  perfuaded  both  were  defigned  ably 
and  for  ^ood  purpofes,  he  did  not  admire  thofe  who  laid 
YoL.  XVIII.  3  E  the 
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thb  fotthdation^  abufin^  tilt  imiUing.  df  tbe  fiUMJ^flwiJhne; 
ueither  did  he  admir^^  tbd  buiMec^  ot  the  foptrftmfhiro 
abufing  cbofe  who  laid  the*  fei^Kkilion';  thejK  botfehad^  tbdr 
feparate  merita  in  the  great  wonk  tlieji  eadi  cooAniAed* 

He  wifhed*^  the  right  faoinoarable  geotlemad^vcscsis  in  ait 
kU  meafures^  becaafe  he  u'as  perfuadad  the  ti^tit  bbnotaMde^ 

Silleman  meant  well  ;*he  flkoiald  h;ive  his  Hmty  ^{^it  a^ 
»  be  thought  him  in  thte  rfgfat ;  whertf  hn'^ppea^A  ta 
be  egregioufly  wrong  he  cettamly  Aonld  vote  flgalifft  h\tAi 
Theie  were  the  ternis  on* whieh  he  oSSsttA  hw  MmHilkap  t6 
the  right  hondurable gentleman;  and  lieiAras  Qxte  ttle*rig;ht' 
honourable  gentleman  ^»«buldnot  accept  it  oh^any  otlltt^'be* 
eaufe,  every  man  who  had  the  flfghteft^pt-etetifioiis  Co^eom- 
mon  Tenfe,  muft  know,  tlfiit!  friendfhip  bn  arty  othbr  ftiftHng 
could  neither  havfe  a  fure  nor  a  lorig  dnrStSon  [MV*  Ktt 
.  nodded  aflent.]  Itl  the  ^refent  b"ufine&  of  an^m^lig  a 
eomiiierciai  intercourre  wi^  Ireland,  he  ^Ariis  fati^&ed  the 
right  honourable  gt^tlemai^  ^^s  proceedings  like*  a  wife  and 
9*  prudeHt  flatefman.  A  great  deal  of  alarm  had  been  Ipread 
ih  this  couhtry,  but  it  was  ill  founded  :  he  had  liflteed  to 
the  itiahufaAurers  wtien  ex^mibed  at  the  bar;  he  bad  heard 
them  with  attention ;  he'Hkd  read  their  evidence  with  care ; 
it  haid  ihade  nd  impttsffibn'  dn  His  mind  to  \Vamkit  fear  or 
atiprehenfion.  He  tiad  heard'  it  faid,  that  We  fliduld  have 
the  fugars  of  foreign  colonies,  of  the  Frericji  Wfeft-Badia 
iflands  for  inftaribe,  flnuggled  into  this  country  thfoog^ 
Iceland;  Let  thofe  Who  held  fuch  db^rines  tallc  <;p^ii  the 
fubje£t  with  rtiferchartts  competent  to  converlc  uppn  itji  they 
would  laugh  in  the  fates  of  thofe  who  entertained  any  fuch 
idle  notions.  Merchants  knew,  that  tlie  French  w<»uld.  not 
AifFet  even  a  caik  of  their  fugars  to'be  put  on  board  any  bot- 
toitis  but  their  own;  they,  knew  the  value  of  their  omjmg 
trade,  and  they  would  admit  no  nation  to  ihaie  it  wiUit]^|m« 
But,  were  the  fa£t  true,  aod  could  all  the  fugars  thm  j^ireach 
Weft-India  iflands  produced,  be  purchafed  and  brofigbtlieic^ 
he  fhould  fay,  fo  much  the  better :  we  ihould  have'. the  carry- 
ing of  it ;  our  navigation  would  thrive,  and  the  norferies  of 
our  ieameii  would  thrive  with  it*  The  fa<9:  was*  the  French 
would  part  with  nothing  at  their  iflands  to  Ibai^E^rs,  but 
what  they  could  not  better  difpofe  of  themfelves:  they  wonld 
part  with  their  roolafles,  which  they  fold  to  the  Americans, 
and  thence  the  American  rum.  Having  ftated  theic^  and  a 
variety  of  other  interefting  and  important  particulars^  Mr. 
Watfon  repeated  his  declaration,  that  he  had  bq  dread  of  the 

plan. 
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pUn  of  tumgemeut  with  Ireland,  but,  on  the  contraiy, 
f he  waracft  hope  that  we  fiioold  foon  feel  one  common 
intereft;  that  the  feamen  of  Ireland,  and  the  growing  wealth 
of  Ireland  internally^  would  be  found  to  be  the  fource  of  fa- 
^isf^^tion  and  of  Arength  to  this  country.    That  a  fxAl  and 
free  ptrtkipotian  of  commercial  advantages  fhould  produce 
any  other  conlequences  he  did  no  exped :  the  ik\U  and  in*- 
genuity  of  our  manufa^Suier^;  the  boldnefs,  the  enterprize^ 
and  iJbe  experience  of  our  marines;  the  large  floating  pro- 
perty ow  jgaerdiants  po&iled ;  all  thefe  were  circumftances 
to  ground  a  rational  hope  upon,  that  with  care  Si^nA  atten- 
tiQiiy  cecQoomy  and  prudence^  G«^at  Britain  would  rrfe  ra- 
pidly;  her  commeice  was  already  iiKreafing  apace;  Uer  vi-^ 
?3ur  retuniing;  and  her  wealth  beginning  to  accumulate* 
*o  wbat  thai  had  we  to  look,  but  to  the  pleaiiog  profpeft 
of  her  being  enabled  foon  to  raife  her  head  among  the  na^. 
tmom 

Mr.  Edin  relumed  the  worthy  Alderman  his  hearty  and  Mr.  EAb. 
finc^e  thanks  for  the  honour  he  had  done  him,  in  feconding 
his  amendment,  and  for  the  valuable  body  of  inforn\ation 
he  had  communicated  to  the  Committee.  He  faid,  h^  would 
very  veadtly  embrace  the  worthy  Alderman's  propofed  amend- 
ment, and  let  it  iland  <<  States  of  America,^  in(l€;a4  of 
^  United  States.*  Indeed  ftrong  reafons  had  occurred  to 
bim  that  it  oo^t  to  be  fo  within  thefe  few  minutes :  Mr* 
Elden  then  proceeded  to  adduce  a  variety  of  arguments  to 
fhew,  tLat  the  particular  ftate  of  the  tobacco  trade,  and  the  , 

different  duties  under  which  tobacco  was  imported  into  this 
country,  and  into  Ireland,  rendered  it  highly  neceiTary, 
that  fome  guard  ihoutd  be  p«K  into  the  propofitions  on  chat 
point. 

Mr*  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  there  certainly  was  a  gpreat  deal  Mr.  Chan- 
wpU  worth  attending  to  in  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  "^°^  ^^' 
honourable  gentleman,  and  from  an  honourable  friend  of  his, 
tiie  i^orthy  Alderman,  and  he  hoped  that  be  had  Hilened  to 
iieith^  in  vain ;  but  he  could  on  no  account  confent  to  th^ 
idea,  that  they  had  any  right  whatever  to  Interfere  with  the 
foreign  trade  of  Ireland :  it  was  not  the  bufmefs  of  the 
propofitions;  the  aim  and  objeA  of  which  went  clearly  to 
the  providing  proper  guards  and  fecurities  for  the  future 
regulation  of  our  commerce  and  navigation  with  our  own 
colonirt* 

A  confiderahk  ihare  of  argument  on  the  fubjeA  of  tobacco^ 
itf  duties  its  futuie  negulations,  6ec.  fitcr  here  t(i6k  place, 
9iid  it  ended  in  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  giving  a 
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formal  ooticcty  that  ha  would  very  fhortly  bring  the  fobjeft 
of  tobacco  under  confideratioa  in  the  Houfe,  having  moch 
Xnpre  to  flate  concerning  it,  than  it  was  either  convenient  or 
'        fit  for  him  to  enter  upon  in  that  Committee. 

Mr.  Eden  replied,  and  adduced   farther  aiguments  to 
prove  the  preffiog  neceffity  for  the  admiffion  of  his  smend- 
jnent, 
Mr.  Ham-       Mrt  Hammet  complimented  Mr.  Alderman  Watfen  highly, 
»'^*  declaring,  that  if  the  worthy  Alderman  had  not  feconded 

Mr.  Eden^s  motion  he  would:  Mr.  Hammet  iaid^  he  never 
had*fat  with  fo  much  pleafure  in  his  life;  what  had  pafled 
had  a^orded  him  great  fatisfaflion,  and  he  was  fare  it  woald 
fully  quleJt  the  manufacturers  of  iron,  and  it  would  have 
done  lo  fome  weeks  fince,  had  fo  much  been  (aid.  Mr. 
Hammet  preiled  the  Minifter.  in  order  to  obtain  a  word  or 
|wo  like  a  hint^  that  fomething  ihould  be  done,  in  regard  to 
the  iron  manufa£lurers,  and  thofe  concerned  in  iron  works 
of  different  kinds,  refpedting  Ireland,  but  in  vain. 

At  length  Mr.  Eden  confented  to  withdraw  his  motion 
for  the  prefent. 

TJie  Coinmittee  then  proceeded  with  the  fixth  and  fe* 
venth  Refolutions;  in  the  courfe  of  confidering  both  of  which 
fome  converlation  took  placQ.  The  principal  fpeakers  were 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  'Mx.  Dundas,  Mr.  Rofc, 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Eden, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  Powys,  and  others. 
Mr.  D.  P.  About  half  after  fix  Mr.  D.  P.  Coke  rofe  and  faid,  he  bad 
poke.  received  inflru^iions  from  his  confiituents  at  Nottingham, 
to  oppofe  the  propofitions :  and,  as  be  did  not  wi£h  to  in- 
terrupt other  gentlemen,  whegi  they  >vere  defirous  of  fpeak- 
ing,  he  had  waited  feveral  days  for  an  opportunity,  and  had 
.  fome  thoughts  of  moving  for.Mr.  Taylor  to  quit  the  chair, 
9S  what  he  wiihed  to  mqve,  farther,  could  not  be  properly 
done  but  in  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Coke  having  faid  this,  pro- 
ceeded tofiate^  that  there  was  a  petition  on  the  table  from 
a  large  number  of  his  conftituents,  who  were  concerned  in 
the  manufaftory  of  ftockings,  of  various  defcriptions ;  affign- 
cd  a  reafon  for  their  having  declined  appearing  at  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe  by  themfelves  and  their  counfel,  to  be  heard  in 
fupport  of  their  petition ;  and  went  into  a  relation  of  the 

frrounds  of  their  apprehenfionsj  that  the  Idfh  propofitions, 
f  pafled  into  a  law,  would  materially  affeft  their  interefis. 
Mr.  Coke  prefaced  what  he  had  to  urge  in  jnftifi cation  of 
his  conftituents*  appreheniloas,  with  a  brief  hiftory  of  the 

caufes 
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caufes  which  had  enabled  the  Nottingham  nianufafturers  of 
itockings,  to  make  filkflockings  con  (Iderably  cheaper  than 
they  could  be  made  either  in  London  ^r  in  Dublin.  He  next  ^ 
affigned  the  ground  on  which  his  conftituents  had  felt  alarm 
and  imeafinefs :  the  principal  reafons  were^  the  cheaper  price 
of  filk  in  Ireland,  the  cheaper  price  of  labour,  and  the 
cheaper  price  of  food,  Set.  &c«  Having  ftated  thefe  particu-^ 
lars,  Mr.  Coke  aflured  the  Houfe,  that  thofe  of  his  confti- 
tuents in  whofe  behalf  he  was  addreffihg  them,  were  a  moft 
nttinerous  and  refpedtable  defcription  of  perfons ;  that  they 
were  aAuated  by  no  party  or  fa£):ious  motives ;  a  truth  fuf- 
ficiently  evidient  ftiom  their  confifting  of  the  whole  body  of 
Nottingham  ftocking  manufaflurers,  comprehending  amongft 
them  many  perfons  of  very  different  political  fentiment, 
Mn  Coke  read  a  motion  to  the  Committee,  which  he  faid 
he  would  take  an  opportunity  of  ftating  to  the  Houfe :  the 
purport  of  this  motion  was,  "  That  the  farther  confideration 
**  of  the  Irifli  propofitions  be  adjourned  till  the  next  fef&on, 
**  or  until  they  ihould  have  heard  from  Ireland,  whether 
♦*  Ireland  would  be  fatisfied  with  the  refolntbns  and  their 
*'  various  amendments  or  not."  Mr.  Coke  made  a  few  ob- 
fervations  in  proof  of  thp  reafonablenefs  of  his  motion,  and 
then  fat  down. 

Mr.  Rol^erf  Smith  rofe  as  foon  as  Mr.  Coke  fat  down,  and  faid,  Mr.  Robsct 
though,  he  was  generaHy  better  pleafed  to  liften  to  the  opi- Smidi. 
nions  of  other  gentlemen  than  to  trouble  the' Houfe  with  any 
of  his.  own,  yet  he  could  not  refift  the  inclination  he  felt*  to 
intriHle  on  the  Committee  with  a  few  remarks  upon  what 
had  £iUen  from  his  honourable  friend  oppofite  to  him ;  and, 
he  faid,  hb  was  the  rather  inclined  to  do  it,  becaufe,  con- 
.iidering  the  misfortune  he  had  been  under,  and  he  thought  it 
a  very  great  one,  of  difagreeing  confcientiotJfly,  and  upon 
principle,  with  feveral  of  his  conftituents  upon  that  quef- 
tion,  he  thought  the  Houfe  would  expe6^  a  few  words  from  » 

him  fome  time  or  other  in  the  courfe  of  the  inquiry.  When 
he  had  prefented  the  petition  upon  that  fubjeft  to  the  Houfe, 
he  had,  he  faid,  very  fully,  and  very  anxioufly  confidered 
the  efie<St  of  the  propofitions ;  and,  as  far  as  it  then  appeared 
to  him,  he  had  exprefled  his  opinion  that  they  would  not 
affeiSt'  the  mianufii£bures  of  Nottingham.  He  had  fmctfhacf 
a  very  long  correfpondence  with  the  Coiflmittee  of  mariu- 
£:i£kirers,  and  he  was  forry  to  find,  that  the*  reafons  which' 
he  had  fancied  would  have  changed  their  X)pinions,  hAd  not* 
4onp  it,  but  that  their  objedtions  remaind  in  full  force :  at 

the 
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the  faim  time  he  m«ft  fii7»  that  th^.tfifcnffioii  ihdd  conmted 
his  own  doubts  into  ceitainti^;  and  with  that  irriiiftibk 
force  which  a  long  and  ferioxia  difcuffion  brings  upon  ibc 
mind,  that  he  was  now  able  to  give  it  as  hisdecided  opinioi^ 
that  the  In  A  propofitions  would  not  iiqure  the  manu&Auzes 
of  Nottingham. 

The  greateft  nK>rtificatiaii  he  had'fuflkred  in  die  coiirfe  of 
the  btofinefs  ^ad  been,  that  the.Coinniitt8e  of  raanvfa&aiecs 
had  not  thought  it  proper  to  avail  themfislTes  of  the  iibecty 
he  had  folicited  for  them  of  appearing  at  the  bar  in  fappoct 
of  their  allegations.    Without  meaniqg  to  arraign  that  de» 
icifiOR,  he  could  not  help  wiilung  the  matter  Ind  4ieen  4erx- 
ouily  and  folenmly  difcuffisd  at  the  bar,  and  that  the  Honfe 
might,  as  they  had  done  in  the  cafe  of  other  ipaBafajftiireES, 
have  attended  in  a  foletsn  manner  to  the  difcuffion  of  dut 
ppint.    With  thofe  fentiments,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  thought  difrefpeAful  to  his  conftituents,  if  be 
ihonld  ftate  in  a  few  words,  fonie  of  the  reafons  for  his  opi- 
nions.   Before  he  began,  he  wiihed  it  to  be  rememberedi 
becaufe  it  was  material  to  the  prefent  inquiry,  that  when 
t^  right  hpnoun^ble  gentleman  €^>pofite  to  hkn,  and  his 
noble  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Fox  and  Ix)rd  North)  had  A- 
tained  for  Ireland  a  free  conftitution,  the  firft  objeift  of  diaC 
Iree  Parliament  was,  to  give  Irefand  a  free  foreign  trade ; 
by  taking  off  all  partial  reftrifHons,  and  ther^y  enabling 
her  to  meet  us  in  all  the  markets  of  Europe  with  every  ad- 
vantage ihe  could  boaft,  of  cheapnefs  of  labour  and  pvovi* 
fions,  freedom  from  taxes,  &c.    Her  intercourie,  theiwbre, 
with  other  countries,  being  then,  as  it  was  at  diaft  moment, 
free  and  uncircumfcrtbed,  it  was  fomewhere  elfe  than  to 'her 
foreign  trade  that  be  muft  look  for  the  dangers  of  the  pro- 
l^ofitions.    It  oould  therefore  be  no  where  eHe  but  in  the 
i.ntercourfe  between  the  two  countries ;  and  in  order  to  fee 
that,   it  would  be  necefiarj  to  examine  in  what  manner 
the  prefent  intercourfe  fubfifted,  and  how  it  would  be  altered 
by  the  Irifii  propofitions.    At  prefent,  this  country  might 
export  all  forts  of  ftockings  to  Ireland,  paying  certain  do- 
ties;  the  importation  of  Irifli  flockings  to  England  was  ai- 
togetlier  .prohibited;   the  only  alteration,  thei-efere,   made 
by  thefe  regulations  was,  that  the  prohibition  (hould  be 
taken  ofF,  and  that  the  IriAi  fhould  have  the  power  of  m^ 
porting  into  this  country  ilockings  upon  the  fame  terms 
tliat  we  fent  them  into  Ireland. 

The 
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^     The  duties  paid  by  Ais  country  09  the  cxpoitalion  of 
flockangs:  to  Ireland»  Mr.  Smith  &kl>  Were  teo  per  cenu 
oa  tbr^iand  cotton  flocldsigS)  thirty  per  cent,  on  worded^ 
ind  forty  per  cQiit»  on:£lk :  the  expeitce  of  fipetght,  bnd  car' 
mgty  nifiirauite«  ioc*  aufjtxt  amount  toifcree  per  cent«  more; 
dierefiil-e^as  they  no^  carried  on  a  beneficial  trade  to  Ireland 
in  the  articles^  o(>  thread  and  Cotton  ftockings,  it  was  evident 
that  they  muft  at  preient  manu&duFe  thirteen  per  oent. 
cheaper  than  the  Iriih  did^  or  the  Irifii  would  fupply  them^ 
ielves  rather  than  purchaie  of  them ;  as-  t^e  Irifti  muft  pay 
the  £Ane  duty  h^^re  that  our  ftoekinr  Bianu£a6lurers  paid 
thei?e^  it  was  evident  that  the  Iriih  ninlt>  in  order  to  do  that, 
oianUfiidbiTe  twenty-fix  per  cent,  cheaper  than  they  did  at 
prefent.    This  argument  was  ftill  ftronger  in  ilie  article  of 
filk.  ^od'  worAed  ltocki9g9y  the  duty  on  the  exportation  of 
worfledftockingT  to  Ireland  being  thirty  per  cent,  and  on 
fiik  fiqdingk  ferty  per  cent*    Now,  though  (b  high  a  duty 
certainly  ai^ed  as  a  prohibition^  yet  wUat  was  remarkable, 
Mr.  Smtdi  faid^  was^  that  the  greateA  part  of  the  filk  ftock- 
ings  wiorn  in  irdand  were  the  maniifaftures  of  this  coun* 
try,  much' being  Ant^gled  from  hence:  and  yet,  notwith- 
ftandii^  diat  noiduty  wasj  paid  to  the  King,  the  manufa^* 
ler  ^ae  not  without  additional  ex|)ence,  bie^caufe  he  muft 
give  a  compeoiation  n>  the  fmuggler,  which,  he  declaredy 
he  tfadugfat  coaU  not  amount  to  lefs  than  fifteen  per  cent. 
If,  thetefore,  we  aAvfally  fupplied  the  confumption  of  Ire* 
land  with' filk  fbockkigs  at  an  additional  expence  of  fifteen* 
per  ceQt«^  it  was  evident  that  the  Iri0i  muft  work  thirty  per 
cent*  dsdaper  than  they  nbw  did,  befere  they  could  fupply 
us  inr  th^'  lame'  manner*    If  the  injury. to  the  manufadurea 
of  Nottin^iam  wei^  nbt  in  this  way,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  it 
could  be  in  no  other;  becaufe^  as  he  had  faid  before,  the  fo« 
reign  tirade  was  as  open  to  them  as  it  ever  would  be.     Mr. 
Smith,' in  this  part  of  his  fpeech,  anfwered  Mr.  Coke's  ftate- 
meat's,  thiit  iah)ur,  Ibod,  and  lodging-,  were  cheaper  in  Ire- 
land than  in  England,  by  proving,  from  die  evidence  deli^ 
vered  at  dv  bar  ^of  die  pfoufe,  that  though  filk  was  imported 
at.an  exfier  dkity  into  Ireland  than  into  this  country,  yet,  that^ 
all  circuihftanoea  confideced,  iti  the  particular  manufa£lrue 
of  ftockiiigs,  they  would  be  made  dbeaper  at  Nottingham 
than  in  Ireland^    Haviw  ftated  thiS)  Mr.  Smith  faid,  the 
di^reiioc  in'  the  price  oT  filk,  owing  to  the  drawback  given 
to  Ireland^'  gave  them  only  an  advantage  in  their  own  con* 
iu]D]itio%  but  fUdmot.  gm  them  »  p^efibrence  in  the  foneign. 
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madcel,  becaiife  xm  gave.an  equal  drawback  to  oor  own  ma^ 

nufaflured  article;  n<M:  did  it  give  Ireland  an  advantage  in 
the  trade  with  this  country,  becaufe,  in  addition  to  the  other 
duties,  we  were,  about  to  put  a  freflxduty,  to  countervail 
the  diiSTerence  of  duty  on  the  raw  material  in  the  two  coun- 
tries»    But  he  ihould  be.  toId>   Mr.   Smith  laid^    by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  that  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  or. 
even  forty  per  cent,  will  not  be  prc^bitory  duties:  naT» 
perhaps  in  the  wildnefis  and  extravagance  of  aflertioo,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  might  tell  him>  as  he  did  befbre^ 
that  even  1000  would  not  be  a  prohibitory  duty.    As  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  gave  no  reafonfor  fuch  an  opinion, 
he  would  not,  he  faid,  attempt  to  explain  what  be  did  not 
underfland,  but  would  leave  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
to  i'olve  his  own  paradox.     The  oppofers  of  thefe  prqpcdi- 
tions,  driven  from  their  argumeuts  upon  the  ruin  they  would 
give  our  mauufa£ture$,  by  the  Lntrodudlion  of  finular  ones 
trom  Ireland,  ftated  he  knew  not  what  dangers  to  proceed 
from  fmuggling ;  and  ftated  likewife,  as  a  ferious  apprelien- 
£on,  that  French  (ilk  ftockings  would,  when  the  prohibi- 
tion  was  taken  off,  come  into  this  country  through  Ireland. 
Merely  to  ftate  thi%  Mr.  Smith  faid, .  would  be  fufficient  to 
Ihew  its  nbfurdity.  The  French  were  to  finuggle  (ilk ftockings 
into  Ireland;  fox  what?  Why  to  carry  them  acrofs  the 
country,  afterwards  to  frauggle  them  into  England;  that  was^ 
to  do  diat  at  a  double  rifque  and  double  expence,  and,  by  a 
cii  cuitous  navigation,  which  they-  might  do  at  one  rifque  and 
one  expence,  by  fmuggling  theni  from  France  to  England. 
Now,  though  a  fmuggter  might  not  poflefs  common  honefty, 
yet,  as  he  generally  .pofTefled  common  fenfe,  he  did  not,  he 
laid,  believe  that  he  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fmnggle  in 
this  manner  to  oppoie  the  Iri(h  propofitions.    Concluding, 
therefore,  that  neither  in  the  home  trade  nor  in  the  fbre^ 
trade  could  the  Iri(h  propofitions  affedl  his  conftituents;  Mn 
Smiti^  urg^  the  importance  6f  the  fettlement  with  Ireland, 
and  tlie  fatisfa6tion  he  felt  that  the  manufadures  of  his  con- 
ftituents  would  not  be  (acrificed  even  to  fuch  an  obje£l«    He 
muftf  Mr,  Smith  faid,  repeat  what  he  had  faid  before^  Tra* 
that  he  thought  it  a  vet y.great  mis&rtune  to  differ  from  his 
conftituents,  fince  no  gentleman  in  that  hoofe  could  be  on* 
der  greater  obligations  to  his  conftituents  than  he  was  to  his. 
lie  poiTefled  their  confidence,  enjoyed  theu:  friendfliip,  and 
would  have  gone,  every  length  but  the  giving  up  his  princH 
j^ks  to  have  obUged  thorn.    He.faidi  by  .way  of  conduiion^ 
./-      .  thai 
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that  he  had  a  faperior  fatisfaflion  in  having  fupportedi  againft 
^ery  obftacle,  ^^rdpofitions,  which  in  his  confcience  he  be- 
lieved were  calculated  for  the  happinefs  and  advantage  of 
both  kingdoms. 

Mr.  Smith  added  a  handfome  compliinent  to  his  right  fio^ 
nourable  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  declaringp 
however^  that  he  had  not  voted  in  fupport  of  the  propofitions 
OD  mere  grounds  of  confidence  in  his  right  hohourakle  friend^ 
though  no  man  repofed  more  confidence  in  him,  but  becaufe^ 
npon  a  full  exatnination  of  thofe  propofitions,  and  deliberate 
inquiry  into  their  probable  confequences,  he  was^  firmly  per^ 
fuadedy  that  they  were  intitled  t6  thfltt  opinion  which  he  ha  j 
jufl:  delivered  concerning  them« 

fVidnefdaj^  Mdj  25. 

The  Committee  proceeded  again  on  the  Iriih  propoCtiohs^ 
and  a  variety  of  amendrtients  were  propofed  by  Mr.  £deo^ 
Lord  North,  Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  oheridan^  and 
others, 

Thurfd(y^  May  2^. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  going  intb  a  Coftl- 
mlttee  on  the  bill  for  itiipofing  a  duty  on  retail  (hops^ 

Mr.  Jolliffi  rofe,  declaring  that  in  no  inftance  whatfoever  Mr.  ^olUAf 
was  his  conduct  influenced  by  a  defire  of  popularity;  and  itt 
this  particular  leaft  fo  of  all  others;  indeed  fo  little  had  he  it 
in  view  at  prefent,  that  he  would  not  for  that  purpofe  be  eveii 
at  the  trouble  of  fubmltting  to  the  Committee  the  obferva- 
tions  he  was  now  about  n  to  make.  The  principle  and  ten* 
dehcy  of  xht  tax  wai  that  to  which  he  obje£ked»  and  which 
he  wiflied  to  oppofe.  In  doing  this,  he  did  not  think  himfelf 
obliged  to  abide  by  that  line  of  condufb  which  was  fo  gene* 
rally  recommended,  and  particularly  fo  by  his  right  honour* 
able  friend  (Mr.  Foxj  namely,  that  in  oppofing  a  tax,  it  wai 
neccffary  to  be  prepared  with  fomc  other  by  way  of  fubfti- 
tute.  He  conceived  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  find  out  proper  objeAs  of  taxation;  and  fhould 
He  have  occafion  to  raife  a  particular  fum,  it  was  his  bufinefs, 
when  the  Houfe  thought  proper  to  difapprove  of  any  of  thofe  he 
offered,  to  be  ready,  toties  quottes,  to  propofe  others  to  replace 
them.  The  tax  now  in  agitation,  was  deficient  in  all  thoft 
requifites  which  he  thought  indifpenfable  to  conftitutea  rood 
tax,  and  pofTefl^d  all  thofe' objectionable  properties  which 
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Ihould  always  be  red  fled,  namely,  it  was  uoprodu£ltve»  op- 
preffive^  and  would  impofe  a  much  greater  contribution  on 
the  Public  than  would  come  into  the  cofiers  of  the  revenue. 
To  prove  that  it  was,oppreffive,  he  had  only  to  put  it  in 
either  of  tbefe  two  points  of  view  ;  the  ihopkeeper  would  be 
enabled  to  indemnify  himfelf  on  the  Public,  or  he  would  not: 
if  he  fhould  indemnify  himfelf  on  the  Public,  it  mud  be  in  a 
proportion  far  beyond  what  the  tax  impofed  on  him  ;  and  if 
he  (hould  not  indemnify  himfelf,  then  the  tax  was  indifpu- 
tably  partial  and  oppreflive.  There  were  other  obje£ls  which 
were  much  more  worthy  of  taxation,  fome  of  which,  though 
by  no  means  an  obligation  on  htm,  he  was  ready  to  ftate  to 
{\m  Houfe.  He  always  confidered  that  tax  to  be  beft  which 
came  moft  direAly  at  luxuries,  and  operated  on  thofe  befl 
able  to  bear  it ;  for  which  leafon,  he  would  recommend  an 
additional  tax  on  carriages,  of  3I.  which  would,  on  the  fmalleil 
calculation,  produce  50,000!*  and  much  more  were  it  pro* 
perly  cclledted  :  a  tax  on  attornies  he  alfo  efleemed  a  very 
proper  one;  and  though  he  would  not  take  it  at  30I.  per  head, 
yet  ftating  it  at  aol.  per  annum  for  each  praditioner,  he  was 
well  founded  in  averting,  that  it  would  not  amount  to  lefs 
than  6o,oooL  The  third  article  which  he  would  propofe, 
was  not  equally  certain  in  the  produce,  and  depended  much 
on  the  difcrction  in  which  it  fhould  be  laid,  yet  he  made  no 
doubt,  that  it  would  be  a  fufficient  addition  to  the  i]0,oool. 
he  had  already  provided  for,  to  leave  no  occafion  for  the  im- 
poAtion  of  the  prefent  duty ;  he  meant  what  had  often  been 
mentioned,  but  linfortunately  in  his  opinion,  not  much  at- 
tended to,  a  ^ax  on  places  of^  public  amufement;  without  an 
over-fanguine  eflimation,  the  tax  may  well  be  taken  at 
20,oooL  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  attended 
to  the  fituation  and  circumflances  of  thofe  who  are  generally 
concerned  in  retail  fhops,,or  he  would  know  they  moflly 
confided  of  fervants,  who  had,  by  being  induflrious,  faved  as 
much  as  enabled  them  to  enter  on  fome  line  of  hufinefs; 
fometiraes  perfons  depending  on  the  charity  of  Chelfea,  and 
other  hofpitals,  or  intereds  on  fmall  annuities.  Thefe  peo- 
ple, though  liitle  within  the  knowledge  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  unattended  to  of  courfe,  were  often 
obliged  to  flint  themfelves  of  fome  meals  in  the  week  in  order 
to  make  their  little  property  anfwer,  and  fhould  the  prefeat 
addition  fucceed  to  their  other  burdens,  would  be  totally 
ruined.  He  therefore  fubm'itted  to  the  humanity  and  con- 
£  deration  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whether  b« 
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Yirould  perfevere  in  a  tax  fo  oppreffive>   fo  odious^  and  fo 
unemial. 

Mu  Alderman  SawbriJge  faid,  he  had  every  difpofition  to  Mr.  Aid/ 
refill  a  tax  fo  partial  in  its  operation,  and  abandoned  in  its  ^^''^^^H^* 
principle ;  yet  underflanding  that  fome  modifications  were  to 
take  place  in  the  Committee,  he  was  willing  to  try  how  far 
they  may  extend,  at  the*  fame  time  reminding  the  Houfe, 
that  while  the  tax  bore  hard  on  the  lower  orders  of  the  com- 
munity, there  were  not,  perhaps,  "five  Members  in  Parlia* 
xnent  whom  it  would  afie^. 

Mr.  Alderman  Town  fend  faid,  he  underftood  propofals  had  Mr.  Aid. 
been  made  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  extending  '^'^wnfcn*, 
the  operation  of  the  tax  to  all  perfons  fubjeft  to  the  bank- 
rupt laws,  by  laying  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  their  houfes. 
Should  this  mode  be  adopted,  much  of  the  obje£lton  on  the 
fcore  of  partiality  would  be  removed,  and  he  would  there- 
fore agree  to  going  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Alderman  Newnbam  faid,  while  he  difapproved  of  the  Mr.  AW. 
tax  in  mo^  he  thought  fuch  a  modification  as  tliat  now  men-  N'cwnham,. 
tioned  would  make  the  burden  more  tolerable  to  thofe  who 
ftiould  otherwife  confider  themfelves  peculiarly  and  unjuftly 
oppreiled:  he  was  therefore  induced  not  to  take  the  fenfe  of 
the  Houfe  previous  to  going  into  a  Committee;  and  at  the 
fame  time  wifhing  to  be  underftood  as  not  acquiefcing  in  the 
tax  by  any  amendments  or  alterations  he  may  propofe  in  the 
Comn^ittee,  but  reforving  his  direft  negative  to  the  bill  in  the 
report, 

Mr,  Chancellor  P/w  acknowledged  that  propofals  had  been  Mr.Ch«n- 
made  to  him  for  extending  this  tax  to  all  fubjeft  to  the  bank-  "^^*"'  ^*"' 
rupt  laws ;  but  he  had  ipany  objections  to  this ;  one  of  the 
principal  of  which  was,  the  difficulty  of  aicertaining,  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy,  who  were  and  who  were  not  liabl^ 
to  them* 

'  After  this  the  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  took 
the  chair  of  the  Committee ;  when,  ou  the  firft  claufe  being 
read,  Mr,  Aldemjan  Newnham  moved  an  amendment,  the 
effeA  of  which  would  be,  to  feparate  the  aflefllnent  of  the 
/hop  from  the  houie,  and  make  the  tax  operate  on  the  for^  ' 
jner  only.  On  this,  much  converfation  enfued,  in  which  Mr. 
Fox  and  many  others  contended,  that  the  tax  being  entitled 
a  fhop  tax,  it  would  be  equally  proper  as  it  would  be  fair  to 
find  fome  other  criterion  of  eftimating  the  value  of  tlie  fliop 
than  by  the  rent  of  the  houfe. 
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.  Sir  Adam  Feigufou  and  the  Lord  Advocate  ouule  alfo  foiD# 
objefiions  to  it  on  the  particular  circumftances  of  Edinburgh 
and  Glafgow;  but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eychequer  perieve- 
ring  to  defend  the  original  modc^  a  diviiion  took  place  oa 
Aldcnnan  Newnham^s  amendment : 

For  it    ------», •'••38 

Againft  it---<-«*-*«v^9 

Majority     *--^^-*-4i 

After  this  feveral  otlier  amendments  w«re  propofed  and  re-* 
je£bd,  one  only  exempting  claofe  being  admitted  in  favour 
of  bakers,  who  were  confined  from  indemnifying  therafelves 
on  the  Public  by  the  rate  of  their  bread  being  aicertained  by 
the  magiftrates. 

The  bill  being  at  length  gone  through,  Mr.  Gilbert  left 
the  chair  of  the  Committee,  and  the  Houfe  being  refumed, 
the  repoft  was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow* 

Mr»  Fox  then  prefented  a  petition  from  the  mailer  Jhoe- 
n^akers  of  W<3ftminiler  againft  the  Irifh  pFopoiitions.  Or^ 
4ered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Iri{h  trade. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Iriih  affairs,  an4  went  through  the  reinainder  of  the  pro* 
pofitions. 

About  twelve  oVlock  the  whole  were  gone  through  ;  but 
Mr.  Pitt  thinking  it  neceflary  to  adopt  fome  hints  which  had 
been  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Eden,  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  North,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  &c.  tlie  Houfe  was  refumed  pro  forma  to  receive 
the  report  or  the  propofitions,  in  Qfder  to  re-coq^mit  them ; 
which  being  done,  a  converfation  round  the  table  took  place, 
which  lafted  fome  time,  and  in  which  fome  fmall  amend* 
ments  were  made. 

Ar  on<s  o'clock  thefe  points  were  concluded,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members,  ai^d  to 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday  next. 

Friday  J  May  27. 

A  debate  occurred  on  the  report  of  the  (hop-ta:i;  bilL 
Mr.  Hufley  objedled  to  the  tax  as  a  mo.ft  opprefiive  and  par- 
tial one;  Sir  Harbord  Harbord,  Mr.  Plumer,  Mr.  Alderman 
Newnham,  Lord  Surrey,  and  others,  fpoke  againft  it  — 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  and  other  gentlemen  fpoke  for  it ;  and 
pn  a  divifion,  that  the  report  be  received,  the  numbers  were. 

Ayes 47 

Noes     ...•-•--•26 

The 
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The  bill  was^  after  fomc  farther  debate^  ordered  Co  bf 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday* 

The  Houfe,  in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means»  cwf 
to  the  following  refolutions,  viz. 

I  ft.  ^^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
<<  duties  granted  by  an  adl  of  the  laft  feilion  on  certificate! 
^  iiTued  with  reipedt  to  killing  of  game,  fhall  ceafe,  deter^ 
**  mine,  and  be  no  longer  paid  or  payable." 

ad.  "  1  hat  every  perfon  in  Great  Britain  who  ihall  tak^ 
<<  or  kill  any  fort  of  game  with  a  dog,  gun,  or  net»  or  other 
^'  engine  for  the  deftruflion  of  game,  (not  a£Ung  as  ^ 
<<  gamekeeper)  fhall  previoufly  deliver  in  an  account  of  hi» 
*<  name  and  place  of  abode  to  tfic  Clerk  of  the  Peace  oc 
^<  Sheriff  of  the  county  where  fych  perfon  ihall  refide^  an4 
<^  annually  take  out  a  certificate  thereof." 

3d.  •*  I'hat  every  piece  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  (beet  olf 
^  paper,  upon  which  fuch  certificate  fhall  be  engroiTed* 
^'  written,  or  printed,  ihall  be  charged  with  a  ibmp  duty  of 
*^  two  pounds  and  two  fhillings.'' 

4th.  ^^  That  the  deputation  of  a  gamekeeper,  in  England 
<^  or  Wales,  Ihall  be  regiilered  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peaoe^ 
^<  and  in  Scotland  with  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  and  ever  j 
^^  gamekeeper  fo  to  be;  appointed  ih all  take  out  a  certificate.^ 
5th.  ^^  That  the  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  on  wtuch 
^*  fuch  certificate  fhall  be  engrofied,  written,  or  printed,  ihall 
<<  be  charged  with  a  ftamp  duty  of  te.i  Ihillings  and  fix  peace»* 
6tl^  *'  rhat  every  perlbn  exercifing  the  trade  of  a  coack- 
^<  maker,  fliall  be  obliged  to  take  out  a  licenfe,  andpay  ao-i 
<^  naally  for  the  fame  the  fum  of  twenty  Ihillings.'* 

7th«  ^^  That  a  duty  of  twenty  (hillings  be  laid  upon  everj 
*^  four-wheeled  carriage,  upon  which  a  duty  of  excife  isiu)^ 
♦*  charged,  to  be  paid  by  the  maker.'* 

8tb«  '^  That  a  duty  of  ten  ihillings  be  paid  upon  every 
<<  I  vvo<  wheeled  carriage,  upon  which  a  duty  of  exciie  is  now 
^<  charged ;  the  fame  to  be  paid  by  the  maker*" 

1  he  /aid  loiclutions  were,  upon  motion^  ordered  to  be  Oh 
ported  on  Moiida)  next. 

The  Huuie  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  tiuuie  <?a  the  Excife  Jurifdi(Slion  bil]^  Mr.  Beauf(^ 
fpoke  to  tliA  following  effe£l :  — 

This  hill  has  undeigonc  fo  little  difcufdoOf  and  is  at  the  ^^' 
fapMi  time  of  fo  much  importance,  that  I  cannot  help  wiih-  ^^"^ 
ioe,  oefore  we  proceed  to  examme  it  claufe  by  dauie^  to 
poiixt  out>  with  the  permiflion  of  the  Committee^  what  are 
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Sts  principal  objeds.    To  fay  the  truth,  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  has  of  late  been  fo  much  engaged  in  bufiaefs  more  ira- 
mediately  urgent,  that  a  general  account  of  the  purpofes  of 
the  bill  is  not  likely  to  be  altogether  ufelefs. 
**.  The  objefts  of  the  bill  are, 

I  ft.  To  reduce  into  one  a£l  thofe  various  proviiiODS  refpec- 
ttng  the  Excife  jurifdiAion  that  are  now  dilperfed,  without 
T^ularity  or  the  leaft  d^ree  of  order,  through  a  great  variety 
01  ftatutes* 

2d.  To  reconcile  thofe  provifions  to  each  other,  and  render 
the  law  confonant  to  itfelf* 

3d.  To  improve  the  fyftem  by  giving  to  the  fubjed,  on 
certain  conditions,  and  without  certain  exceptions  that  are 
necefl&ry  for  the  fecurity  of  the  revenue,  an  optional  right 
of  trial  by  jury  in  queftions  of  excife. 

The  utility  of  the  firft  of  thefe  obje6ts,  the  reducing  into 
one  a£k  fuch  provifions  in  former  a£ls  as  relate  to  the  Excife 
jurIfdi£kion,  will  not,  I  believe,  be  difputed.  At  prefent  a 
knowledge  of  the  ppwers  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Excife, 
and  of  Juftiees  of  the  Peace  in  qneftions  of  excife,  can  only 
be  colled^ed  from  the  perufal  of  a  vaft  variety  of  ftatutes,  in 
which  judicial  regulations  are  mixed  with  provifions  of  a  (o^ 
tally  difierent  nature. 

If  the  fubjeft  is  bound  to  give  obedience  to  any  particular 
jmrifdiflion,  he  has  certainly  a  right  to  know  what  that  ju- 
rifdidtion  is,  and  what  are  the  limits  of  its  powers ;  but,  at 
prefent,  to  obtain  that  information,  he  muft  look  through 
all  the  ftattttes  that  compofe  the  voluminous  code  of  our  Ex- 
cife laws :  I  have  therefore  endeavoured  to  reduce  into  <Mie 
a£t  the  provifions  of  former  aAs  ;  and  though  I  have  not  fo 
much  confidence  in  the  fucccfs  of  my  endeavours  as  to  mfert 
iii  the  bill  a  general  repealing  daufe,  yet  I  am  in  hopes  that 
BO  material  omiflion  will  be  found  — *  and  I  am  happy  to  fay, 
as  a  much  better  fecurity  for  correftnefs  than  any  diligence 
of  mine,  that  the  bill  has  been  fubmitted  to  the  infpedion  of 
the  Commiflioners  of  Excife  and  their  folicitors,  and  to  that 
cf  perfons  of  the  higheft  authority  in  the  law. 

My  next  object,  as  I  obferved,  was  to  render  the  difierent 
provifions  of  the  old  law  confonant  to  each  other  —  I  found, 
for  example,  that  in  fome  cafes  an  appeal  is  given  from  the 
judgement  of  the  two  juftiees,  who  are  empowered  to  decide 
in  the  firft  inftance,  to  the  judgement  of  the  juftiees  afiem- 
bled  at  the  Quarter  Sefilons ;  and  that  in  other  cafes,  with* 
•cut  any  difcoverable  reafon  for  tlie  difference,  no  fuch  appeal 
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is  allowed :  —  it  is  given,  for  inflance^  in  queilions  arifing 
upon  malt  and  leather^  and  not  in  queftions  arifing  upon  any* 
other  commodities. 

The  bill  propofes  to  give  this  appeal  in  all  cafes  of  decidoii 
by  juflices  of  the  peace. 

In  fome  cafes,  as  the  law  now  ftands,  the  Commiflioners 
of  Excife  have  a  power  to  mitigate  penalties  to  a  third  of 
their  amount;  in  others  to  a  fourth;  inothers  to  any  fumnot 
lefs  than  double  the  amount  of  the  duties ;  while  in  pradlice^ 
they  frequently,  from  motives  of  compal&on,  mitigate  almoft 
to  nothing :— -  the  bill  propofes  that  they  fhall  not  be  permit- 
ted to  mitigate  any  penalty  to  lefs  than  a  fourth  of  the  wholes . 

In  fome  cafes,  as  in  all  adjudications  of  penalties,  the 
judgement  of  the  CommiJiioners  of  Excife  is  held  to  be  not 
only  final,  but  alfo  conclufive  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  :  in 
otlier  cafes,  thofe  I  mean  of  goods  feized  as  forfeited,  it  has 
been  held  in  one  of  our  Courts  of  common  law,  but  not  in 
the  other  two>  that  the  adjudication  of  the  Commiifioners  is 
xne.ely  filial*/ 

I  ihall  have  occafipn  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  difput^ 
which  is  of  more  confequence  than  appears  at  firft  view^  ' 
when  the  claufe  which  relates  to  it  is  read;  and  I  Ihall  then 
flate  the  reafons  that  induce  me  to  think  that,  as  an  optional 
right  of  trial  by  jury  is  given  by  this  bill  in  all  cafes  of  for- 
feiture of  that  kind  to  which  the  difpute  relates,  the  judge- 
ment of  the  Commiffioners,  if  the  fubjedl  takes  them  for 
his  judges,  fliould  be  conclufive  to  all  intents  and  purpofes. 

,The  bill  alfo  propofes  virtually  to  aboliih  the  future  ap- 
pointment of  CommifTioners  ef  Appeal,  and  of  Sub-corn- 
iniffioners,  becaufe,  in  practice,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
have  any  exiilence. 

Such  are  the  moft  material  of  thofe  alterations  that  are 
propofed  with  a  view  of  giving  uniformity  and  fydem  to  the 
old  law- — ^I  believe  theywill.be  found,  in  all  refpefts,  confide- 
rable  improvements. — I  come  now,  Sir,  to  the  third  and  un- 
queftionably  the  principal  objeA  of  the  bill,  which  is,  the 
giving  to  the  fubjeA,  on  certain  conditions,  and  with  certain 
exceptions  that  are  necefiary  for  the  fecurity  of  the  revenue^ 
an  optional  right  of  trial  by  jury  in  quedions  of  excife. 

The  reafons  that  have  led  me  to  propofe  this  change  in  tli^ 
law — a  change  which  the  learned  gentleman  near  me,  in  the 
few  words  he  has  ufed  on  this  occafion,  has  reprefented  as  of 
inch  fearful  confequence,  I  (hall  gladly  fubmit  to  the  confide- 
xation  of  the  Coninjittee  when  this  part  of  the  bill  is  read. 

I  refpe^y 
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I  tttpeSty  at  all  times,  the  abilities  and  the  chanrflerbf  the 
I^rned  gentleman ;  but,  with  the  andient  common  faiw  of 
the  land,  and  our  venerable  Conftitution  on  my  fide,  I  am 
ttmch  more  difpofed  to  meet  than  to  decline  the  conteft. 

Monday  f  May  y>% 

On  the  report  of  the  refolutiotis  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Minchin  rofe  to  exprefs  his  furprife 
tx.  the  fecond-hand  budgets  which  were  thus  brought  forward 
iiS  late  in  the  feffion,  and  without  any  preliminary  notice  to 
the  Houfe.  Mr.  Rofe  explained  the  reafons  of  the  new  regu- 
lations which  were  propofed  in  the  Carriage-duty  bill,  &c, 
and  (aid  the  refolutions  could  not  be  confidered  as  new  taxes. 
The  report  was  received. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  fhe  bill  im- 

pofing  a  tax  on  fhopkeepers  having  been  moved  and  read, 

Tfi#^lof     The  Earl  of  Surrey  rofe  once  more  to  objed  to  the  tar, 

^**"I*       and  to  ftate  that  he  was  authorifed  by  a  meeting  of  ihop^ 

keepers  and  tradefmen  to  propofe  it  to  the  right  honourable 

gentleman  to  change  his  tax,  and  inflead  of  keeping  it,  as  at 

prefent,  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all  th^  fhopkeepers, 

to  lay  it  at  five  per  cent,  and  extend  it  to  all  warehoufes,  ne- 

pofitories,  &c.     After  faying,  that  if  the  pr6po(ition  he  had 

:P'ated,  of  changing  it  from  a  ten  per  centage  ort  the  rents  of 

fhopkeepers,  to  a  five  per  centage  on  the  rents  of  Wafehoufe* 

men  and  wholefale  dealers,   were  acceded  to,    that  the  tzx 

would  be  much  more  generally  palatable  than  it  was,  he  con- 

chided  with  moving,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  leave  out 

the  word  **  now,**  and  infert  "  Thurfday  next." 

1^  Eoie.       ^uR^fe  faid,  to  accede  to  the  noble  Lord's  projiofitiaa 

would  be  to  relinquifti  a  very  confidertible  part  of  rtie  fmn 

for  which  the  ta^  had  been  given ;  and  as  therefore  it  would 

b»  in  the  higheft  degree  impolitic  to  adopt  the  alteration,  hf 

declared  he  would  objeft  to  the  motion. 

iCr.  AUL         Mr.  Alderman  Hewriham  flrenuoufly  contended    againft 

Jltwubain.  tbe  tat  as  extremely  hard  and  partial,  and  as  one  of  the  ?rorft 

taxes  that  had  ever  been  propofed.    He  faid,  to  his  know^ 

ledge^  a  tax  had  been  fuggefted  to  th6  rigjht  hcttiouraU&gen- 

tianan,  which  would  produce  a  lat^ef  funi,  would  be  eafily 

CoHe^ed,  would  fcarcely  be  felt  by  the  Public,  and  was  every 

Way  a  more  eligible  tax.     He  hoped,  therefore,  the  right  ho- 

JU>urable  gentleman  would  relax,  and  confent  to  give  tip  the 

teeiopt  propofed  tax,  and  fubflltute  tha^  ia  the  place  of  it> 

^  t» 


A#  i7ll5*  DEBATES.  4of 

ta  which  he  aliojed ;  the  right  hoAovrabk  gentleman  wodld^ 
h«  was  Alley  underftadd  him* 

Mr.  Mainwaring  faid,  he  held  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppofe  Mr.  Main* 
the  tax  in  evety  fii^e  of  it>  from  liiotives  of  juflice  to  d  gteat  ^^''S* 
number  of  individuals^  who  would  h6  deeply  injured  by' it* 

Mr*  HafnmH  followed  Mr.  Miiinwarmg»  and,  with  great  Mr.  Haai« 
eameftnefs,  oppofed  the  tax*  He  declared  that  from  the  firft  °^« 
moment  it  had  been  propofed,  he  confidered  it  as  partiill  aikd 
unjaft  in  theextr^ne;  thatilxicehe  had  the  honour  of  deli* 
yering  his  fentimeots  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  meafore,  he  had 
had  the  pleafure  of  receiving  inftru£lions  from  his  conftir 
tuents  to  qppoic  the  bill  in  every  ftage*  Mr*  Haiiknet  fug* 
gefted  a  tax  of  fix  pence  in  the  pound  on  houles^  as  a  tax  thit 
would  bear  more  equally  on  property*  He  iaid^  in  propo- 
fing  this  taX)  inftead  of  that  on  fliops^  ho  had  no  view  to  any 
thing  but  equality  and  £iiniefs« 

Mr*  JDrate  admitted  that  taxes  were  lyo^  become  a  mere  Mr;  Dnk^ 
option  of  evils  ;  the  taxes  on  lusturics^  he  &id,  were  liable  to 
the  imputation  of  not  being  produ&tve»  and  the  taxes  on  ne- 
ceflaries  nearly  exhaufted;  neverthelefs^  there  was  fome 
choice  lelt»  He  exclaimed  agpinft  the  prefent  talc  in  a  fpeech 
of  foine  length:  he  paid  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
compliments  on  bis  eminent  abilities,  hrs  patriotic  lioart,  and 
his  exceUent  underflanding ;  he  exprefled  his  furprife,  there* 
fore^  at  his  perfifting  to  enforce  a  tax  fo  univeriSsdly  odioiiB( 
and  unpopular*  -^  . 

Mr*  Smyth  (MeEober  for  PonteftaJl)  faid,  he  had  reoaved  Mr.  Smytli^ 
inftruftions  firom  his  conflituents  to  Ofq^ofe  the  tax;  and 
though  he  thought  the  paying  a  blind  and  implicit  obedience  > 
to  cooftituentsy  in  all  ca&i,  was  not  only  to  admit  a  do<Sh*int 
dangerous  to  the  i^idependeiiceof  that  Honfe,  but  to  facri* 
fice  their  own  judgement,  yet  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
utmoft  deference  and  refpe^  fhould,  on  every  occafion,  be 
paid  to  the  wifhes  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  materially  and 
perfonally  affe£ledby  any  meafuresof  Government  that  were 
ill  agitation  in  Parliament ;  he  thcrefen  flvq]iild  vote  againft 
the  tax* 

Mr*  Pukeney  reafooed  againA  the  tax:  he  faid  it  was  li^le  Mr.  poksc 
to  much  .objedlion ;  if  it  was  paid  by  the  ihopkeepers  it  nc7« 
wouki  Iterate  perfonally  and  partially  on  a  particular*de^ 
icri{>tiDn  of  persons,  and  woul4  be  too  heavy  a  Irdrd^n  for 
them  to  bear ;  if  it  fell  upon  cdnAniirpCion,  the»  it  would 
he:  impoffibfe  for  the  PnUk  ^er  to  kno^  heW  anuch  they 
paid ;  they  wpii^d.  however  pay  agMtgi  <&iat  more tfaan  tfatf 
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'  tsix  was   given  for,  which  was  a  bad  confeqtienceof  taxa* 

tton.     Mr.  Pulteney  added  fome  other  arguments  againil 

the  tax, 

Mr.  Saw-       Mn  Sawbridgm  defired  to  alk  a  aueftion  before  he  pro- 

bridgc        ceeded  to  argue  agatnft  the  bill :  Had  not  the  right  hononr- 

able  gentleman  had  another'tax  propofed  to  him  by  the  ftiop- 

keepers,  which  would  produce  more,  without  being  equally 

liable  to  obje^on  ? 

Mr.  Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  hie  undoubtedly  had  beard  of 

cdlor  Pitt.  •  another  tax,  a  tax  on  fhoes,  to  which  a  worthy  magiftratc 

had  alluded. 
Mr.  Saw- .  Mr.  Sawbridge  refumed  his  fpeech  and  faid,  as  the  right 
kridge^  honourable  gentleman  had  admitted  that  another  tax  had 
been  propofed,  and  as  he  had  named  it,  he  would  explain  to 
the  Houfe  upon  what  fort  of  computation  the .  fiun  fbted 
to  be  produced  by  fuch  a  tax  was  to  be  afcertained.  Ibe 
Alderman  then  faid,  that  it  was  calculated,  that  there  tvers 
eight  millions  of  people  in  this  kingdom ;  four  millions  were 
allowed  for  children  or  poor,  whofe  fhoes  were  exceedingly 
low  priced ;  of  the  .reft,  two  millions  of  people  bought  two  paii 
of  {hoes  each  a  year,  of  the  value  of  from  four  to  five  fliillings 
the  pair ;  on  thefe  it  was  fuggefted  that  a  two-penny  ftamp 
might  be  imprefled,  which  would  raife  33,ooel.  6s»  8d«  That 
one  million  of  perfons  purchafed  three  pair  yearly,  from  fire 
to  fix  fhillings,  upon  which  a  four-penny  fbmp  might  be 
placed,  and  that  would  produce  50,oool. :  and  that  one  mil- 
•  liori  of  peribns  purchafed  three  pair  yearly  of  fix  fliillings 
value  and  upwards;  upon  thefe  it  was  propofed  to  affix  a 
ilamp  of  fixpence,  which  ^ould  produce  75,000!.  A  mil- 
lion pair  of  boots  it,  was  alfo  fuppofed^  were  bought  annual- 
ly;  upon  thefe  it  was  deiigned  to  impale  a  ftamp  duty  of 
one  billing  per  pair,  which  aitQgether  would  amount  t« 
280,3331.  6s.  8d. 

Restatement. 

St  mill,  who  bought  2  pair,  a  4s.  to  5s.  at  2d.  33>333  ^  ^ 

I  mill.  3  pair,  a  5s.  to  6s.  at  4d.  50,000  0  0 

I'mill.  3  pair,  a  6s.  &  up.  at'6d.  75,000  0  0 

I  mill,  pair  of  boots,  at  is        -    .     -  .     -  50,000  0  0 

m 

Total        --....        >C-2o8,333  6  8 

The  Alderman  reafoned  on  this   hew  propofitiun,  and 

afked  to  what  was  it  the  Public  ivere  to  attribute  it,  but  to 

tlie  obfUoacy  of  the  right  honourable  geutledian,  wbidi  ma<k 

him 
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hiin  fo  pertinacioufly  adhere  to  what  he  bad  once  propofed, 
that  he  perililed  in  iorclog  a  tax  upon  them  that  was  univer<- 
fally  complained  of  as  partial,  oppreffive,  and  unjuft.  '  Mr.  . 
Sawbridge  coincided  with  Mr.  Pulteuey,  that  as  it  was  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excliequer's  duty  to  fuggeft  taxes,  fo  was 
it  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  reje6t  fuch  as  were  found  to  be 
ill  chofen.  That  duty  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Houfe  to 
exercife  on  the  prefent  occafion;  he  hoped  therefore  they 
would  enforce  it. 

Colonel  Phipps  faid,  the  only  objedlion  to  the  tax  that  CoU  Phipps 
feeoied  to  have  any  weight  was,  that  it  would  fall  wholly  on 
the  fhopkeeper;  this,  he  thought  would  not  be  complained 
of,  if  fhopkeepers  were  allowed  to  put  a  per  centage  on  all 
book  debts. 

Mr.  Medley  defended  the  tax,  and  obierved,  that  he  liked  it  Mr.  Medley 
the  better  becauie  it  was  likely  to  be  paid  by  the  fhopkeeper  . 
liijnfelf. 

Air.  Sloper  made  a  fhort  fpeech  againft  the  tax. 
Mr.  IVindam  fpoke  againft  it.  He  began  by  declaring,  J^**-  '^""^' 
that  he  was  inftrufted  by  his  conftituents  to  oppofe  it,  and  *"^ 
that  their  inftrudtions  were  perfeftly  confiftent  with  his 
own  private  fentiments.  He  faid  the  argument  had  got  into 
a  dilemma;  that  on  the  one  hand  it  was  contended,  that  it 
would  fall  perfonally  on  the  fhopkeeper,  which  if  it  did, 
it  was  pretty  generally  admitted,  would  be  intitled  to  the  epi- 
thets of  partial,  oppreffive,  and  unjuft,  with  regard  to  the  par- 
ticular fet  of  individuals  it  would  prefsupon.  On  the  other 
hand  it  was  urged,  that  if  it  fell  upon  confumption,  the 
Public  would  pay  a  great  deal  more  towards  it  than  the  re- 
venue w'ould  receive.  Mr.  Windham  afked  upon  what  prin-  ^ 
ciple  of  taxation  was  the  fhop  tax  founded  ?  It  was  a  general 
maxim  that  equality  was  the  right  principle  of  taxation;  but 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  appeared  that  mequality  was  the  prin- 
ciple adopted.  He  reafoned  upon  this,  and  illuftrated  his  ob- 
fervation  b(y  reminding  the  Houfe,  that  when  the  houfe  tax 
was  paflfed,  it  was  found  to  bear  equally  upon  fhopkeepers, 
and  it  had  been  admitted  that  it  did  fo  accidentally :  that  in- 
equality, however  flrange  to  tell,  was  here  made  the  bafis 
of  another  tax,  and  carried  much  farther !  This,  Mr.  Wind- 
ham reprobated  as  the  extreme  of  injuftice:  he  was  aware, 
he  faid,  at  the  fame  time,  that  perfect  equality  was  a  mere 
chimera,  and  not  to  be  hoped  for  or  expe£led ;  but  fome- 
thing  nearer  to  equality  might  be  had,  and  ought  to  have 
\yf^\\  fopght  after.     There  were,  he  rwn^^rked,  two  modes. 

'        3  G  2  rf 
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of  impofing  taxes;  dther  to  lay  them  fpeeifically  and  imme- 
diately,  or  to  lay  them  generally,  and  leave  them  to  be  di- 
ftributed  OB  artiples  of  confomption  by  thofe  who  were  to 
pay  them  in  the  firft  inftaoce.    This  latter  mode  was  often 
convenieot  to  Minifters,  but  it  was  generally  inconyenient 
.  to  die  Public,  becaofe  it  expofed  them  to  pay  the  taxes  im- 
>  pofed  over  and  over  again, 
jiffr.  Chtn.       Mr.  Chancellor  i'itt  anfwered  Mr.  Windham.    I^  faid 
ccllor  Pitt.  ^Yizt  it  veas  by  no  means  feir,  to  confider  the  tax  firojjy  as 
one  either  on  the  income  of  the  trader  or  on  the  general  con- 
fumption,  but  of  a  mixed  nature,  comprehending  in  it  the 
principle  of  ^9ch  of  thefe  two  fpecies  of  taxation.  Where  the 
profit  on  the  articles  of  trade  was  fuch  as  would  bear  the 
payment  of  the  tax,  there  the  trader  would  pay  it  for  h« 
own  fake,  and  it  was  fair  that  he  ftiould :  but  wherc^  on  the 
contrary,  the  profit  was  Inconfiderable,  the  tax  woald  be 
levied  by  the  fhopkeeper  on  his  cuilomers.     He  difputed 
Mr.  Windham's  idea,  that  the  pra£tice  and  views  of  fliop- 
keepers  were  merely  to  obtain  fuch  a  profit  as  they  could 
live  on ;  on  the  contrary,  their  obje^l  always  would  be,  to 
make  as  great  an  advantage  by  the  fale  of  their  commo- 
«lities,  as  the  neceffity  of  a  competition  with  other  traders 
would  permit.    Hence,  then,  tl^re  was  no  greater  danger 
after  the  paffing  of  this  tax,  of  the  fmaller  traders  falling  a 
prey  to  the  more  opulent,  by  laying  them  imder  burdens 
which  the  latter  could  bear  better  than  the  former;  becaufe 
the  richer  fliopkeeper  being  ftill  governed  by  the  principle  of 
trade,  (that  of  acquiring  the  greateft  profit  he  could  fafely  look 
for)  would  not  be  more  ready  to  abate  in  his  prices  now 
that  the  competition  witli  the  poorer  trader  had  become  Aill 
,       more  unfavourable  to  him  in  confequence  of  the  increafed 
proportion  of  the  burden  which  compartively  he  was  to 
/    bear. 
If  ^.  Fta»         Mr.  Fox  anfwered  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
repeated  all  the  efiential  sffguments  he  had  formerly  urged, 
in  proof  that  it  was  a  partial  houfe  tax,  and  not,  as  it  was 
called,  a  tax  on  ifaops.     He  enfotced  Mr.  Windham's  pofi- 
tion,  that  it  was  an  extenfion  of  that  inequality  which  had 
been  the  chara£teriftic  of  the  houfe  tax,  and  contended,  that 
it  would  be  impraflicable  for  the  tax  to  be  diftributed  among 
the  articles  of  confumption,  becaufe  twenty,  or  even  a  thirty- 
pound  tax,  could  be  better  afforded  to  be  paid  or  given  away, 
as  it  were,  by  the  large  ihopkeeper,  whofe  tetums  were  quick 
and  to  a  iu^e  amount,  than  the  petty  fliopke^eper  could  adbrd 

tflf 
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t6  pay  the  fmall  tax ;  and  if  tte  petty  fiiopkeeper  attempted 
to  didribute  the  tax  on  the  fev^ral  articles  he  dealt  in,  inevi- 
table ruin  muft  follow;  becaufc,  undoubtedly  tlic  Public 
would  not  buy  at  the  petty  (hop  where  the  articles  were 
all  fold  at  an  advanced  price,  but  at  the  capital  fiiop  where 
they  were  fold  cheaper,  and  thus  the  capital  fhopkeeper 
would  be  enabled  to  ruin  the  lefler.  For  thele  reafons  Mr. 
Fox  faid  he  fhould  vote  for  the  amendment. 

•  MV.  Coke  faid,  he  had  received  inftro£tions-from  his  con-  Wr.  Cok» 
ftituents  to  oppofe  the  tax,  which  he  confidered  as  a  fmaller 
injury  preceding  the  very  material  one  that  was  going  to  be 
done  the  commercial  and  trading  interefts  of  the  countfy,  by 
voting  the  refolutioos  founded  on  the  Iri£b  propofitions,  that 
in   two  hours  time  would  come  tinder  the  confideration  of 
the  Houfe.     Mr.  Coke  faid  he  had  that  day  prefented  a  pe- 
tition from  2500  of  his  conftituents  againft  thofe  refolu- 
tions;  and  added  fome  remarks  to  prove,  that  the  (hop  tax 
and  the  Irifh  budnefs  were  both  of  them  &tal  attacks  on  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  country. 
^3ir  Gregory  Page  Turner  fpoke  in  fiipport  of  the  bill* 
- "    jMfr.  R^e  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Coke's  argument  for  more  Mr. 
tim^>(aid,  that  the  tax  had  now  been  three  weeks  propofed, 
sind  that  there  could  not  exift  a  doubt  but  it  was  matter  of 
great  notoriety. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion  that  the  won!  **  noWj^ 
Aand  part  of  the  motion : 

Ayes         -         -         -        -        -        -         114 

Noes         ------        87 

The  amendment  was  confeqpently  loft. 

The  queftion  v/as  put,  •'  That  the.  bill  do  now  pafs.* 
Upon  this  another  debate  arofe  in  which  the  fame  arguments. 
were  renewed. 

The  Houfe  divided  again,  and  the  numbere  were: 
Ayes  -  -  -  -  III 

Noes  *  -  -  -  75 

The  Houfe  then  entered  into  the  final  confideration  of  tba 
Jrifh  refoiutions. 

!Mrw  Duncombe  ftated  the  contents  of  a  petition  from  the  Ut. 
perfons  concerned  in  tnmiing  of  leather,  Hc^  &c.  jn  York-  <^d'B^ 
Hi  ire,  and  after  a  fhort  fpeech^  afierting  the  extreme  refpec- 
tability  of  the  perfons  who  fubfcribed  it,  moved  that  it  be 
brought .up^    This  beii^  ordered,  tt  was  prefented  and  read 
^t  the  table» 

Mr* 
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Mr.  Wil-      :  Mr.  TVilberforcey  after  confirming  what  had  fallen  from 
bstforcc.      j^jg  colleague  refj>edirig  the  number  and  refpcdlability  of  the 
body  of  men  whole  petition  had  been  jiift  prefented  to  the 
Hopfe,  begged  leave,  as  the  prayer  of  their  petition  could 
not  be  complied  with,  to  be  heard  by  therofelves  and  their 
counfel,  tlie  fame  requeft  liaving  been  refufed  to  others,  that 
he,  who  confidered  himfelf  as  their  counfel,  to  plead  their 
caufe  to  the  beft  of  his  abilities,  might  be  allowed  to  ftatc 
in  their  name,  their  objedtions  to  the  refolutionsin  queftion, 
and  the  injuries  which  would  refult  from  them  to  their  ma- 
nufadlures.     Their  requeft  was,  that  the  re(lri£lions  which 
were  laid  on  the  intercourfe  between  Ireland  and  our  Ame- 
rican, Weft-Indi^i,  and  African  colonies,  might  be  extended 
to  have  place  in  all  other  countries  as  far  as  regarded  their 
manufacture,     Now,  though  to  others  it  might  be  faid,  that 
their  manufaiSlure  not  being  put  in  any  worfe  fituation  by 
thefe  refolutions,  there  was  no  occafion  for  their  applying  at 
this  particular  time  (for  no  one  would  difpute  that  the  dif- 
advantages  complained  of  hadexifted  ever  fince  the  concefllons 
of  tlie  year  1780;)  yet  he  muft  obferve,  that  any  moment 
fince  that  time  muft  be  acknowledged  a  proper  one,  and  that 
the  manufafturers  of  leather  would  have  fought  relief  from 
Parliament,  though  thefe  refolutions  had  never  been  brought 
forward.     The  grievance  was  this ;  that  leather  was  of  a 
better  kind  here,  with  an  excife  of  15  per  cent,  from  which 
it  was  exempt  in  Ireland;  and  their  duty  was  only  partially 
drawn  back  in  any  inflance,  and  in  fome  not  at  alK     This 
produced  fuch  an  advantage  to  Ireldnd,  that  our  trade  could 
not  fubfift  if  it  were  to.be  continued ;  they  therefore  wi/lied, 
that  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  Weft  Indies,  6cc,  Ireland  fliould 
impofe  duties  equal  to  thofe  we  paid  on  the  exportation  of 
thefe  articles  to  all  foreign  markets.     The  only  fecurity  for 
their  obtainment  of  this  relief,  they  conceived,  was  propofeJ 
to  be  taken  away  by  fecuring  to  Ireland  the  perpetual  im- 
portation of  baric:  they  therefore  wiftied  that  we   fhould 
keep  it  in  our  power  to  lay  on,  if  neceflary,  a  prohibition 
on   this   article,  as  we  did  in  the  inftanccs  of  meal,  mah> 
flour,  and  bifcuit. 
•>   ♦  With  refpe6l  to  his  own  opinions,  Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  as 

far  as  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time  fince  the  article  had  been  more 
peculiarly  prefled  on  him  by  fo  refpeftable  a  body  of  hrs  con- 
ftituents,  he  confefled  he  was  afraid  to  move  for  the  duty  on 
leather  exported  from  Ireland  to  foreign  countries  j  a  propo- 
Ction  which  in  effed  had  been  rejefted  here,  and  which,  how- 
•    '  ever 
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ever  defirable,  he  feared  the  Irifti  would  never  confent  to : 

but  he  wiftied  to  ftate  one  way,  in  which  he  conceived  great 

relief  might  be  given  to  the  body  of  inanufafturers  in  quef^     - 

tion,  and  that  was  in  the  drawbacks :  thefe  were  different^ 

rifmg  in  proportion  to  the  greater  procefs  the  raw  material 

had  undergone;  fo  that  in  flioes  and  boots  that  drawback 

was  nominally  equal  to  the  duty;  but  this  was  only  nominally; 

for  it  being  only  fo  much  per  lb,  as  had  been   paid  on  th# 

raw  materials,  there  being  3  5ths  of  this  raw  material  wafted 

\w  the  procefs,  inftead  of  receiving  a  drawback  of  fifteen, 

the  duty  originally  paid,  he  received  but   gib.     Here  Mr, 

Wilbertorce  thought  relief  might  be  afforded,  according  to 

the  very  fpirit  and  principle  with  which  the  drawback  was 

originally  granted  ;  and  he  was  fure  that  the  leather  manu- 

fadture  deferved  every  encouragement,  being  of  die  utmoft 

importance  to  this  country :  it  was  a  queftion  in  which  the 

revenue,  as  well  as  the  other  interefts  of  the  Puhlic  were 

jnaterially  concerned.     Mr.  Wilberforce  alfo  ftated  a  doubt 

which  had  arifen  in  the  minds  of  fome  gentlemen,  whetlier 

tanned  leather,  on  its  importation  from  Ireland,  would  be 

fubje£t  to  the  countervailing  duty.    Of  this,  he  faid,  he  had 

no  doubt  whatever,  it  being  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  %. 

inanufa^ure ;  this,  however,  ought  certainly  to  be  put  be-. 

yond  all  doubt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  xfr.  nu«- 
day  be  read,  for  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  ceii#r  Bmc 
twenty  refolutions  grounded  on  the  Irifli  propofitions.  Tbi« 
being  done,  he  faid,  it  would,  he  prefumed,  be  advifable  for 
them  to  adjuft  the  order  of  their  proceeding  previous  to  their 
going  into  the  bufinefs.  He  wiflied  therefore  to  know,  whe- 
ther it  would  be  moft  agreeable  to  take  the  general  debate 
then,  or  to  go  on  with  the  refolutions  one  after  another,  ad- 
mitting or  reje(^ing  iuch  amendments  as  fhould  be  offered. 

Mr.  Minchin  faid,  he  meat:it  to  move,  that  the  farther  Mr.  Mm^ 
ronfideration  of  the  report  be  adjourned  till  that  day  three       " 
nonths;  but  whether  his  motion  was  received  then,  and  the 
lebate  taken  upon  it,  or  whether  it  wa«  moved  after  going 
b rough  the  refolutions,  was  a  matter  of  perfeft  indifference 
r>  htm ;  he  only  wiihed  to  conform  to  the  orders  of  the 

foufe* 

lLx>rd  liorth  faid,  he  conceived  that  to  be  the  fit  period  to  Ld.  N«Ttli. 
J  en  it:  the*  debate,  as  there  would  be  no  other  ft  age  to  take  it 
:   on    a  general  queftion,  but  the-  final  orte^  "  That  thefe 

refolutions  be  carried  up  to  the  Lords*''  [   , 

Tlie 


chin. 
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The  The  Spiaksr  faid,  undoubtedly  the  present  was  the  £t  aoi 

Speaker,     proper  time  for  taking  the  debate* 

Mr.  Jen-         Mr.  Jenkinfin  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  very  little 

kifffun.      importance  wheq  the  debate  was  taken^  but  that  he  thought 
the  time  prefent  as  good  as  any. 

Mr  Min-        Mn  -^«f Ai«  then  rofe  to  make  his  promifed  motion*    He 
began  with  difavowing  any  thing  like  a  party  motive  on  the 
{\xh]e6tj  a  fubje£t  upon  Which  no  gentleman  was  lefs  liable  to 
partiality*    What   property  he  had  was,   he  faid,   pretty 
equally  divided  between  the  two  kingdoms,  part  of  it  lay 
here,  part  in  Ireland :  it  would  therefore  be  very  extraordi* 
nary  for  him  not  to^feel  with  an  equal  degree  of  anxiety  for 
the  welfare  of  both  countries*    In  the  whole  progreis  of  the 
important  buiinefs  (and  furely  bulineis  more  important,  or 
of  greater  magnitude^  had  never  been  agitated  in  any  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  in  any  period  of  our  hiftory)  he  had  daily  ^- 
tended  the  numerous  debates  and  converfations  that   had 
taken  place,  but  had  not  given  one  fickle  vote  on  any ;  and  the 
reaibn  why  he  had  not  voted,  was>  becaufe  it  had  not  been  in 
his  power  to  upderAand  the  refolutions*    No  man,  he  £ud, 
loved  to  ftand  diftinguiihed  for  bis  dulnefs  of  ^ipprefaettfioo; 
he  therefore  was  happy  to  be  able  to  fay,  he  by  na  means 
ilood  alone  in  the  predicament  he  had  deicribed*     A  great 
many  perfons,  not  only  of  better  capacities  than  be  laid 
claim  to,  but  men  of  undoubted  abilities,  ftood  in  the  fame 
fituation  with  him;  nay,  he  believed  he  might  fairly  go  far- 
ther, and  declare,  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  w^re  equally 
ignorant  with  him  of  the  true  firope  and  meaning  of  all  the 
refolutions*   How  cruel  then  would  it  be,  to  call  updo  him, 
citcumftanced  as  he  deftiribed  himfelf  to  be  to  come  to  a 
deci£ve  vote  upon  a  fubjefl  of  fuch  infistite  importance! 
Among  the  various  petitions  that  had  beea  prefented^  and 
were  at  that  moment  upon  the  table,  tfaofe  from  the  manu- 
fafiurers,  ftating  their  alarms  and  their.  teKror$>  left  tbcir 
private  intertfts  fliould  be  injured,  were  thofe,  he  isade  do 
fcruple  to  acknowledge,  that  he  paid  therkaft  regard  to.  He 
would  go  farther;  he  did  not  believe  there  was  much  founda- 
tion for  axiy  foch  alarms.    But  there  wore  other  petitio(»» 
the  ftyle  ot  which  was  more* modecate^. and  the  prater 
prudent,  to  which  he  did  pay  very  great  attention;  be 
he  faid,  the  petitions  fer  time :  he  tbon^t  these  was  great 
wifdom  in  fuch  a  requifttion;  and  to  the  peMto&er»  he  ^e- 
ilred  to  add  his  feeble  voice.     He  begged^  inSiealed^  aad  im- 
plored moft  earneftly  for  more  time.    He  had  already  £at£d» 

that 
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that  he  had  as  yet  formed  no  opinion  on  ttie  fubjeC^  and 
that  for  the  beft  of  sill  poffible  reafons,  becaofe  he  wa^  not 
fufficiently  raafter  of  it  to  be  able  to  form  any.  Let  the 
Houfe  recolledl  to  what  extent  a  vote  upon  fo  great  a  fub- 
]eSt  would  go :  it  would  clofe  the  fcene  irrevocably  on  this 
country  and  feal  its  doom !  With  that  awful  impreffion  on  his 
mind,  was  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  he  flxould  earheftly  im- 
plore for  more  time  ?  What  he  wi/hed  was,  that  the  larther 
confideration  of  the  refolutions  might  t3e  pat  off  till  next 
feffion.  It  might  poffibly  be  urged,  that  the  refolutions  had 
been  five  months  before  the  Houfe;  but  fuch  an  affertidn  he 
begged  leave  to  deny;  they  had  not  been  five  weeks,  ner 
yet  five  days  on  their  table:  but  neither  five  months,  nor 
£ve  times  five  months,  were  fufficient  for  the  examination 
of  fo  weighty  and  fo  important  a  confideration.  The  Unioa 
with  Scotland  had  not  been  hurried  on  with  fuch  indecent 
hafte.  Though  a  work  of  infinitely  lefs  importance,  the 
Minifters  of  thofe  days  (as  wife  Miniilers,  perhaps,  as  ever 
held  the  reins  of  government)  allowed  two  years  to  Parlia^ 
ment  before  they  called  for  a  vote  upon  the  fubje£l :  why 
not  allow  more  time  now  than  the  fhort  period  tliat  had 
elapfed }  Let  it  not  be  thought  by  alking  for  time  he  wif^ed 
to  depy  Ireland  all  this  country  could  grant:  he  was  pe^- 
fuaded  the  profperity  of  Ireland  would  be  the  profperity  of 
Great  Britain,  and  that  Ireland,  ever  loyal,  affe<£tionate,  and 
zealous  for  our  interefts,  deferved  every  favour  and  every 
advantage  that  could  be  granted  with  fafety  to  the  great  and 
important  interefts  of  the  empire.  Nor  did  he  mean  to 
fay,  that  the  refolutions  voted  in  the  Committee  might  not 
be  made  the  bafis  of  a  permanent  treaty  conducive  to  the  mu- 
tual harmony  and  happinefs  of  both  countries;  undoubtedly 
they  might;  ftrengthened,  explained,  and  meliorated,  by 
amendments  and  regulations  of  a  different  nature.  What  be 
would  humbly  fuggeft  was,  that  the  farther  confideration  of 
the  refolutions  be  adjourned  at  leaft  till  the  next  feffion ;  that 
proper  perfons.  Members  of  Parliament  and  others,  be  ap« 
pointed  on  the  part  of  the  two  kingdoms,  to  inquire  Into 
what  would  beft  conduce  to  the  true  interefts  of  each :  that 
thofe  perfons  afliduoufly  conduct  their  inveftigation. during 
the  recefs;  and  that  Parliament  be  called  together  as  early  as 
poffible,  to  receive  the  produce  of  the  in«{uiry:  and  then, 
with  good  ground  to  tread  on,  and  certain  information  before 
them,  proceed  to  conftruA  a  ftable,  a  folid,  and  a  perma- 
Voi.  XVin.  3  H  .       napt 
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tient  temple,  facred  to  the  concord  and  commerce  of  the  two 
countries :  if,  inftead  of  a£ling  with  that  neceflary  precau- 
tion, the  right  honourable  gentleman  raihly  infiftea  on  rait- 
ing a  building  on  a  fandy  foundation,  it  would  be  torn  up 
by  the  firfl  blaft  and  blown  to  atoms. 

Let  the  fight  honourable  gentleman  recoiled  he  had  many 
years  to  look  forward  to ;  they  would  afford  him  joy  or  re* 
eret  exadly  as  he  a£led  on  the-  prefent  occafion:  a  falfc 
nep  in  fuch  a  builnefs,  through  too  great  a  degree  of  eager- 
nefs  and  precipitation,  could  never,  be  retrieved.  After 
defcanting  for  fome  time  in  this  manner,  Mr»  Minchin 
concluded  with  moving,  *^  That  the  refdlutions  be  taken 
"  into  confideration  that  day  three  months." 
Mr.  D.  P.  Mr.  D,  P.  CokCf  roi'e  to  fecond  the  motion,  which  he 
CoJcc.  fald  he  could  do  with  great  propriety,  as  he  had  laft  week 
given  notice  of  his  intention  of  making  amotion  not  exa<S2y 
the  fame  indeed  to  that  now  made,  but  which  would  very 
well  come  in  under  it.  Mr.  Coke  then  urged  the  neceffitj 
of  this  country's  firft  obtaining  the  coiifent  of  Ireland  be- 
fore (he  went  farther.  He  ftated  the  great  inequality  on 
which  the  two  countries  were  proceeding,  and  after  fonw 
pointed  remarks  on  it,  faid,  there  was  one  thing  fuggefted 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  did  not  approve;,  and 
that  was,  the  appointing  Commiffioners  to  confifl  of  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  and  others  to  treat  with  Commiffioners 
of  Ireland.  His  great  o'bjeftion,  Mr.  Coke  faid,  was,  there 
were  already  40,000  commiffioners  in  Ireland  ready  to  treat 
on  her  part.  He  ftated  a  converfation  he  lately  had  upon 
the  fubjedl  with  an  ingenious  and  fenfible  man :  he  had  faid, 
theie  refolutions  would  not  prove  an  ultimatum  to  Ireland : 
there  was  one  thing  more  that  fhe  would  likewife  wifli;  flie 
would  be  a  fool  if  fhe  did  not  demand  it,  and  it  was  now 
obvious  that  Ireland  had  only  to  afk  and  have ;  he  meanf? 
they  would  defire  that  the  King  fhould  live  one  year  out  ct 
three  in  Dublin.  The  confequence  would  be,  all  our  mer- 
chants and  manufa£turers  would  go  there,  and  once  in  the 
country,  there  they  would  remain.  Mr.  Coke  defcanted  on 
this,  but  praifed  the  forbearance  of  Ireland,  declaring,  he  rr- 
lied  more  on  her  moderation,  circumftanced  as  fhe  was, 
than  on  our  prudence.  He  faw  no  wifdom  in  the  Councils 
of  Great  Britain;  he  looked  for  it  in  the  Councils  of  Ire- 
land. He  wifhed  therefore  to  know,  before  we  proceeded 
farther,  whether  tl^p  refolutions  would  prove  fatisfad^ory  to 
Ireland* 

Mr. 
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Mr,  Fox  ftrenuoufly'  fupported  the  mover  and  feconder^  Mr.  fwu 
appealing  to  the  majority  of  the  Houfe,  how  much  more  to 
their  credit  it  would  be,  to  vote  upon  fo  important  a  fubje£t, 
confirmed  by  knowledge  of  their  own,  and  how  infinitely 
more  fafe,  than  to  vote  on  grounds  of  rafti  and  ill-advifed 
confidence.  Mr.  Fox  reminded  the  Houfe,  how  much  the 
refolutions  had  been  altered,  and  how  very,  very  different 
they  flood  now  to  what  they  had  flood  originally,  a  flrong^ 
proof  need  not  be  adduced  that  their  confidence  had  been  ill 
placed ;  and  it  was  plain,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
now  convinced,  that  the  form  in  which  the  refolutions  flood, 
when  he  firfl  called  on  his  frien'-i;>  to  vote  them,  had  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  exceedingly  incomplete  and  improper  to 
pafs.  Mr.  Fox  argued  upon  the  complicated  nature  of  the 
Kfolutions ;  their  number,  the  great  variety  of  important  ob- 
jects which  tHfey  embraced,  and  the  very  weighty  and  feri- 
ous  confequences  they  might  lead  to,  as  reafbns  that  ought 
to  induce  the  Houfe  to  accede  to  the  motion,  and  to  wait 
till  the  next  feffion  before  they  came  to  a  decifive  vote  upon 
them.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could 
never  mean  to  a£l  upon  the  resolutions  in  the  prefent  fefiion 
of  Parliament :  if  he  did,  they  fhould  have  that  important 
bufincfs  before  them,  when  they  could  fcarcely  procure  the 
attendance  of  forty  Members  to  make  a  Houfe. 

Mr.  Jlrickdale  was  alfo  an  advocate  for  time,  and  flated 
the  extreme  fatisfa<Sion  it  would  afford  his  conflituents,  if  the 
Houfe  was  not  hurried  to  an  immediate  decifion. 

Mr.  Parri/on  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide,  and  adduced  ar-  ^'*  Harri. 
guments  in  fupport  of  the  motion.     Mr.  Harrifon  in  parti-      * 
cuiar  urged  the  neceffity  of  their  meeting  their  conflituents, 
and  talking  over  the  fubjeft  with  them  before  they  decided 
on  a  matter  fo  infinitely  important,  and  fo  deeply  interefling 
to  the  whole  empire. 

Mr.  Taylor^  on  the  contrary,  prefled  the  Houfe  to  take  Mr,  Taylor 
them  into  confideration  then,  while  the  evidence  they  had 
beard  at  their  bar,  and  the  numerous  debates  that  had  taken 
place  were  frefh  in  their  minds,  and  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  affifl  their  recolledlion.  Mr.  Taylor  faid,  for  his 
part,  if  he  was  allowed  five  years  to  confider  and  revolve 
»vhat  had  pafl  lately,  he  could  not  make  up  his  mind  more 
:ompletely  upon  the  fubjetfl  than  he  had  already  done.  A 
;reat  deal  of  matter  well  worth  attending  to,  had  been  flarted 
)y  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  mofl  ably 
liad  they  argued  it :  the  confequence  was,  be  was  ready  to 
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vote  the  refolutipns  that  hour,  as  r^y  as  he  could  poffiblj 
be  at  any  future  moment  of  his  life* 
The  Houfe  divided. 

Ayes        ----.•         -  40 

Noes        ---.--  87 

The  refolutions  were  then  read  one  by  one;  and  when 
the  clerk  came  to  the  fecoud,  viz. 

<'  That  a  full  participation  of  commercial  advantages 
**  fhould   be  permanently  iecured  to  Ireland,  whenever  a 
"  provifion,  equally  permanent  and  fecure  Ihall  be  made  by 
*'  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom  towards  defraying,  in  pro- 
*5  portion  to  its  growing  profperity,  the  neccflary  expences 
**  in  time  of  peace,  of  protedling  the  trade  and  general  in- 
<^  terefts  of  the  empire," 
Wr.Pelhim  .  Mr.  Pelbofn  faid,  that  notwithftanding  the  little  foccefs 
that  had  attended  an  amendment  he  had  moved  in  the  Com- 
mixtee,  to  this  proportion,  for  giving  fecurity  to  the  revenue 
of  this  coQUtry,  he  would  on  this  day  move  the  fame  amend- 
ment in  the  Houfe  that  had  been  loft  in  the  Committee*    In 
the  iingle  article    relative  to  Eaft-Iodla  commerce,  the  re- 
venue of  England  would  lofe  about  6o,oool  a  year,    by  the 
permiflion  which  it  was  intended  the  Company^s  (hips  ikou!d 
have  in  future  to  take  in  part  of  their  cargoes  in    Ireland, 
from  doing  which  they  were  reftrained  at  prefent.    This  wai 
no  trifling  confideration  in  the  prefent  (late  of  tlie  revenue,  ard 
therefore  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  take  care,  by  an  amend- 
ment, that  it  fhould  not  undergo  any  diminution*     He  was 
then  going  to  flate  his  amendment,  when 
Right  Hbfi.      The  right  honourable  fVm  fV.  Grenville  rofe ;  he  faid,  that 
^  •  ^:.     he  had  an  amendment  to  propofe,  which,  in  point  of  pro- 
prpnvi  c.    pj.jg^y  ought  to  come  in  before  that  which  the  right  honour- 
able gentlenuui  intended  to  move ;  and  fhould  it  b«  cam<rJt 
he  believed  it  would  render  the  propofal  of  fuch  an  amend- 
ment abfolutely  unneceflary  or  rather  improper.     W  hen  v. 
Committee  refifled  the  amendment  that  had  been  proTM:*  cu 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  it  was  becaufe  it  would 
make  the  Irifh  think,  there  was  fome  intention  to  do  away 
by  reflraints,  not  only  not  forefeen,  but  by  no  means  nccei- 
fary,  the  participation  of  commercial  advantages,  that  Par- 
liament was  about  to  grant  them;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
^  the  amendment  was  in    itfelf  inadmiiTible,  becaufe  it  was 
*  not  founded  on   the  evidence  that  had  been  given  at  the 
bar :  at  prefent,  the  Houfe,  after  having  maturely  weighed 
f he  evidence^  might  &irly  com6  to  a  decifion  on  points  that 
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vrerc  not  fufficiently  clear  to  juftify  a  vote  fooner.  He  pro- 
pofcd  then,  that  the  firft  line  of  the  refolution,  viz.  *'  That 
**  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,"  Aould  be  left  out, 
and  in  its  fteiad  the -following  words  beinferted,  "  That  it  is 
•^  confiftcnt  with  the  gene^ral  interefts  of  the  revenue,  manu- 
**  faftnreSy  commerce,  and  navigation  of  this  country." 
Should  this  amendment  be  adopt^,  he  prefumed  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  not  prefs  the  alteration  of 
which  be  had  given  notice ;  as  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  on 
the  one  amendment,  would  be  decifivc  of  the  fate  of  the 
other. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  into  the  confidemtion  Mr.F«c. 
of  the  plan  on  which  he  had  repeatedly  troubled  the  Houfe 
already;  but  he  could  not  help  obferving,  that  thepropofition 
now  laid  down  in  the  amendment  propofed  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  was  falfe  in  point  of  fa£l ;  for  every  man 
niuft  know,  that  whatever  Ireland  would  gain  by  the  Ihip- 
ping  of  goods  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  for  inftance,  would  be  a  lofs 
pro  tanto^  to  the  revenue  of  this  country. 

The  queAion  was  here  put  on  the  amendment,  which  was 
carried  without  oppofition. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved  that  the  latter  part  of  the  refolution  Mr.  Sheri- 
appeared  to  him  very  ojeftionable;  infomuch,  as  it  w^nt  to  tie  <ian. 
Ireland  down  to  a  fpeciiic  provifion  for  the  fupport  <?f  the 
navy,  which  in  all  probability  would  in  the  end,  prove 
much  lefs  beneficial  to  this  country,  than  if  Parliament  had 
trufted  to  the  generofity  and  liberality  of  Ireland.  This  part 
was  objecSlionable  on  more  accounts  than  one  :  in  the  iirft 
place,  the  provifion  was  to  be  fecured,in  the  time  of  peace 
only,  fo  that  in  war,  Ireland  might  ftand  neuter:  he  would 
fuppofe,  however,  that  it  was  expedled,  tliat  in  time  of  war, 
thatcountiy  would  make  exertions  in  favour  of  this;  the 
confeque  .c.  *  of  courfe  was,  that  in  this  inftance,  England, 
inftead  of  ftipiilating  for  any  fpecific  affiftance,  relied  entirely  • 
upon  the  grnerofity  of  Ireland.  Why  then  fliould  there  not 
be  the  Tame  reliance  in  time  of  peace?  Why  fhoiild  there 
exift  an  appearance  of  diftruft  ?  Why  make  Ireland  fancy  flie 
had  room  to  think,  that  whilfl  England,  by  not  having  her 
power  diverted  by  foreign  war,  felt  herfelf  able  to  infift  upon 
treaties,  would  ftipulate  for  certain  fervices,  but  would  not 
fpcak  of  ftipulations  for  alliflancc  in  war;  as  if  confcious, 
that  in  fuch  a  cafe,  flie  fhould  not  be  able  to  enforce  the  ob- 
fervance  of  the  ftipulation  ?  It  were  folly  indeed  to  expert, 
^hat  Ireland,  accuftomed  during  peace  to  adl  according  to  the 
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Tetter  of  a  fpecific  agreement,  and  with  a  friend  who  placed 
noconfidence  in  her,  flionld,  in  time  of  war,  a£l  upon  prin* 
ciples  of  liberality.  The  way  to  obtain  liberal  fuccours  at 
all  events  was,  at  no  times  to  betray  marks  of  diffidence 
in  the  honour  and  generofity  of  thofe  we  have  to  deal  with* 
The  Irifhy  when  they  faw  limits  placed  to  the  confidence 
that  ought  to  be  repofed  in  them,  would  naturally  fet  bounds 
to  their  own  generofity,  and  never  exceed  in  their  grants  the 
letter  of  their  agreement  with  this  country.  But  this  ftipu- 
latien  for  a  fpecific  provifion  from  Ireland,  under  the  regu- 
lation marked  out  in  the  reftridlion,  was  not,  in  his  opinion^ 
lefs  unconftitutional  than  impolitic. 

The  conflitution  of  Ireland  was  tlie  fame  as  that  of  Eng- 
land, and  what  would  violate  one,  would,  of  courfe,  amount 
to  a  violation  of  the  other.  In  England,  a  vote  of  a  perpe^ 
tual  army,  or  even  of  a  perpetual  navy,  over  which  Par- 
liament was  to  have  no  control,  would  effeAually  deflroy 
the  conftitution,  and  render  the  Parliament  unneceflary. 
Now>  what  was  propofed  to  Ireland  ?  'Nothing  lefs  than  that 
ihe  fhould  vote,  or  give  by  an  irrevocable  aft  to  the  Crown, 
a  fpecific  fum  of  money,  for  the  fupport  of  either  army  or 
navy;  and  confequently  an  army,  or  body  of  feamen,  might 
be  employed,  not  only  without  the  confent  of  Parliament, 
but  even  in  fpite  of  it.  He  was  right  in  afRiraing,  that  fea- 
men or  foldiers  might  be  employed  conf^antly,  and  paid  out 
of  this  perpetual  an4  irrevocable  fund,  which  would  render 
the  Crown  independent  of  the  People;  becaufe,  though  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  faid,  on  a  for- 
mer occafion,  that  the  money  arifing  from  the  furplus  of 
the  finking  fund,  fhould  be  laid  put  in  Ireland,  in  purchafe 
of  provifions,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy ;  yet  it  might  lb 
happen,  that  Ireland  would  not  always  be  a  provifion  coun- 
« try,  which  flie  certainly  would  not,  if  by  the  prefent  plan 
fhe  fliould  fo  improve  in  manufaftures,  as  to  t\irn  her  thoughts 
to  them  from  feeding  of  cattle.  In  that  cafe,  the  money 
if  laid  out  in  that  country  muft  be  expended  in  the  main- 
tenance of  foldiers  or  failors,  and  then  there  would  exift  a 
body  of  men  over  whom  the  Parliamemt  could  have  no 
control ;  the  extent  of  the  numbers  made  nothing  to  the 
principle,  which  would  be  as  much  violated  by  a  vote  in  per- 
petuity of  a  fupport  of  three  regiments  of  guards,  as  for  a 
perpetual  army.  He  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment 
of  the  refolution,  that  the  following  words  be  left  out,  viz. 
*'  Whenever  a  provifion  equally  permanent  and  fecure  fball 
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**  be  made  by  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom,  towards  de- 
"  fraying,  in  proportion  to  its  growing  profperity,  the  ne^ 
*'  ceflaryexpence  in^time  of  peace,  of  protedling  the  trade  and 
^'  general  interefts  of  the  empire  :**  and  that  infiead  of  them, 
be  inferred,  "  Great  Britain  confiding  in  the  well  knowa 
**  generofity  and  liberality  of  Ireland,  that  in  proportion  to 
**  her  growing  profperity,  flie  will  contribute  towards  de- 
*'  fraying  the  expences  both  in  peace  and  war,  of  protefiiing 
**  the  trade  and  general  interefts  of  the  empire.'*  To  this 
amendment  he  prefumed  there  would  be  no  objeftion  in  Ire^ 
land,  as  it  was  founded  on  an  expreffion  of  that  nature  in 
an  addrefs  moved  by  Mr.  Grattan  in  the  Irifli  Uoufe  of 
Commons. 

Lord  Beaucbamp  feconded  the  motion,  without  making 
any  fpeech. 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  the  amendment  propofed  by  tfae  Mr.  Edca. 
right  honourable  gentleman  over  againft  him  (Mr.  Greu- 
ville)  declaring  that  it  was  confiftent  with  the  interefts  of 
the  revenue,  manufaftures,  commerce,  and  navigation  of 
•Great  Britain,  "  Tliat  a  full  participation  of  commercial  ad- 
**  vantages  fliould  be  permanently  fecured  to  Ireland,"  would 
1)6  downright  nonfenfe,  if  the  amendment  juft  moved  by  thtf 
honourable  gentleman,  or  fome  other  to  that  effe6i,  was  noC 
adopted ;  for  the  whole  propofition,  as  it  now  ftood,  con- 
fifted  of  two  parts,  between  which  there  was  not  the  leaft 
conneftion  that  he  could  fee ;  for  the  one  went  to  declare^ 
that  a  participation  of  commercial  advantages  fecured  to  Ire- 
land, would  be  confiftent  with  the  revenue  of  this  country; 
the  other  ftated,  that  it  would  be  confiftent  when  a  provi- 
fion,  &c.  fliould  be  made  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland* 
Now  how  could  the  grant  of  a  fmall  furplus  of  the  heredi- 
tary revenue,  make  it  confiftent  with  the  revenue,  manu- 
fadiures,  trade,  and  navigation  of  Great  Britain,  every  on« 
of  which  maft  be  afiedled  in  fome  degree  by  the  event,  that 
a  participation  of  commercial  advantages  mould  be  fecured 
to  Ireland?  For  his  own  part,  he  had  from  the  beginning, 
thought  an  amendment  (b  neceflary  in  this  place,  that  he 
would  have  moved  one  himfelf,  had  not  his  honourable  friend 
anticipated  what  be  thought  to  be  neceflary ;  and  therefore 
he  was  refolved  to  vote  for  the  amendment  that  had  beea 
juft  moved. 

The  right  honourable  /IT.  ff^.  GrenviUe  repliei,  that  he  Right  H<«. 
was  not  convinced  by  any  thing  that  had  fallen  from  the  w.  w, 
right  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  amendment  which  he  ^f*"*^*^ 
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had  taken  the  liberty  to  move,  had  made  nonfenfe  of  the 
whole  refolutlon :  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  fair  and  rational 
propofition,  that  a  thing  given  would  be  very  proper,  provid- 
ed that  fomething  elfe  be  given  in  return  for  it.  There  were 
two  points,  he  faid,  on  which  the  honourable  member  who 
fpoke  laft  but  one,  had  touched,  on  each  of  which  he  would 
make  a  fingle  obfervation.  Mention  was  made  only  of  the 
time  of  peace,  in  that  part  of  the  refolution  which  was  to 
fecure.  a  provifion  from  Ireland  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  of  prote<fting  the  common  trade  and  interefts  of  the 
empire;  and  the  reafon  for  not  mentioning  war  was  obvi- 
ous; in  time  of  peace  the  expence  might  eafily  be  afcertained; 
in  time  of  war  that  would  be  impoffible;  and  therefore,  with 
refpedk  to  a  war  provifion,  we  mnft  neceflarily  truft  to  tlie 
liberality  and  generofity  of  Ireland.  The  other  point  was, 
that  the  amendment  had  been  taken  from  an  addrefs  moved 
by  Mr.  Grattan.  But  the  cafe  was  not  Cmilar;  in  the  one, 
the  addrefs  was  moved  in  confequence  of  a  recognition  of 
conftitutional  rights,  claimed  bv  Ireland  as  her  own ;  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  the  opening  of  the  feritiih  market  to  the  Irifh, 
•was  not  a  right  but  a  boon.' 
l^.  North.  Lord  North  faid,  he  would  make  no  diflSculty  in  defend- 
ing the  principle  of  juftice  in  making  a  bargain  between  the 
countries,  by  which  one  was  to  give  fome  confideration  for 
benefits  communicated  by  the  other;  but  he  would  not  de- 
fend exaftly  this  bargain,  which  feemed  to  be  fo  framed  as 
to  have  neither  the  grace  of  a  free  gift  nor  the  prudence  of  a 
judicious  compaft.  He  had  faid,  on  a  former  day,  that 
though  reciprocity  was  faid  to  be  the  bafis  of  the  agreement, 
yet  it  was  to  be  found  only  on  one  fide :  fmce  that  indeed, 
two  alterations  had  been  made,  which  ha  was  ready  to  con- 
fefs,  had  made  it  a  little  more  reciprocal,  for  the  Eaft  and 
Weft-India  monopolies  were  to  be  preferved  :  but  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfc  had,  fome  days  ago,  exprefled 
'  a  degree  of  furprife,  that  he  had  overlooked  one  circum- 
jftance,  which,  they  faid,  was  peculiarly  advantageous  to  this 
country,  and  was  to  compenfate  for  all  the  heedlefs  coiicef- 
fions  that  had  been  hitherto  made  to  Ireland ;  and  this  was 
the  circumftance  relative  to  the  furplus  of  the  hereditary  reve- 
nue, which  was  in  future  to  be  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of 
the  navy.  Upon  this  furplus  he  would  beg  leave  to  lay  a  few 
words.  The  refolution  was  fo  inexplicit,  that  notwithiland- 
ing  all  that  he  had  heard  on  the  lUbjc^  he  was  not  yet  Me 
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to  form  ft  xeafonable  hope^  that  we  (hould  derive  much  be- 
nefit from  the  hereditary  rettiiue.  It  did  not  ftate  whether 
or  not  this  hereditary  revenue  was  to  be  applied  in  the  firfk 
place  towards  the  fupport  of  the  civil  and  military  eftablifh- 
ments  of  Ireland ;  and  that  the  temporary  revenues  fhould 
then  be  brought  in  aid  of  the  hereditary.  If  the  former  was 
the  cafe>  then  he  would  pronounce,  that  we  ihould  never  fee 
any  furplus  at  all  from  the  hereditary  revenue.  He  knew 
that  the  manner  of  ilating  the  public  accounts  in  the  Irifh 
Parliament,  was  to  begin  with  the  hereditary  revenue, 
which  having  been  granted  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom, 
was,  of  courfe,  applied  to  that  pua^pofe;  being  infufficient 
for  this  end,  then  the  temporary  revenues  were  brought  ia 
aid  of  it,  and  thus  a  provifion  would  be  made  for  the  whole: 
but  gentlemen  would  fee,  that  no  furplus  could  pofEbly  arife 
out  of  a  fund  which  was  to  be  wholly  applied  to  the  fervic* 
of  the  Public  before  any  other  fund  was  opened.  But  he 
would  fuppofe  that  the  hereditary  revenue  was  to  be  reforted 
to  in  Ireland,  in  the  fecond  inftance,  after  the  other  funds 
had  been  previoufly  exhaufted ;  and  yet  he  would  endeavour 
to  convince  the  Houfe  that  little  or  no  furplus  would  arife 
from  it ;  and  in  forming  a  judgement  upon  this  point,  he 
could  not  have  a  better  guide  than  the  experience  of  paft 
time.  He  had  read  a  work  of  a  very  confiderable  commif- 
fioner  of  the  revenue  in  Ireland  fome  years  ago,  he  meant  Sir 
Richard  Cox,  who  had  given  in  it  a  very  accurate  account 
of  the  ftate  of  the  hereditary  revenue,  from  which  the 
Houfe  might  be  able  to  conjedlure,  upon  what  grounds  had 
been  formed  the  fanguine  hopes  entertained  by  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  of  a  very  great  increafe  in 
that  fund. 

The  duties  on  cuftoms  inward  had  amounted  in  1684, 
together  with  ale  licenfes,  to  87,0001.;  in  1784,  they- 
amounted  to  no  more  than  86,oool. ;  and  yet  the  popula- 
tion of  the  kingdom  had  increafed  within  the  century  from 
oiie  million  to  two  millions  three  hundred  thoufand.  The 
quit  rents  would  never  be  more  than  at  prefent,  unlefs  the 
ifland  could  be  made  larger.  The  hearth-money  tax  might 
certainly  increafe,  for  it  depended  upon  population,  and  had- 
been  exadly  doubled  in  100  years.  But  the  cuftoms  inward^ 
as  well  as  fome  other  branches  of  the  hereditary  revenue, 
would  diminifti  inftead  of  increafmg,  if  the  Irifti  fliould  be- 
come fo  expert  in  manufactures  as  to  be  able  to  fupply  them-r 
Iclves  at  home  with  thofe  commodities,  which  they  now 
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take  from  this  and  other  countries,  and  which  pay  a  datT  on 
importation.    Another  thing  to  be  confidexed  was,  whether 
the  proportion  meant,  that  whenever  the  grofs  produce  of 
the  hereditary  revenue  ihould  amount  to  656,ocx>L  the  fur- 
plus  fhould  be  laid  out  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy;  or  whether 
this  furplus  was  to  be  given  when  the  neat  produce  ihould 
amount  to  that  fum.  It  the  latter  was  meant  by  it,  be  would 
undertake  to  fay,  we  fhould  never  fee  any  furplus  at  all ;  for 
the  dedudion   for  charges  on  this  revenue  was  259,000!; 
fo  that  the  neat  produce    at   this  moment  was   precifely 
497,oooLy  and  muft  increafe  therefore  259,0001.  before  we 
could  begin  to  look  for  a  fingle  farthing  of  furplus.     li^ 
on  the  other  hand,  the    refolution  meant,  that  wheo  the 
grofs  produce  amounted  to  656,000!.  all  above  that   fum 
ihould  be  applied  to  the  lervice  of  the  navy,  without  any  re* 
gard  to  the  eftabliihments,  he  could  forcfee  difficulties,  that 
he  could  beft  explain   by  giving  a  hiftory  of  the  origin  of 
the  hereditary  revenue.     It  took  its  rife  immediately  after 
tlie  relloration  of  King  Charles  11.    After  the  great   IniL 
rebellion  of  1741,  immenfe  trades  of  land  were  forfeited   by 
the  ancient  Irifli  proprietors,  and  were  afterwards  occupied 
by  Cromweirs  foldiers  and  others ;  but  whether  in  the  hands 
of  Irifli  rebels,  or  of  Englifli  rebels,  tbofe  forfeitures  were 
not  lefs  the  property  of  the  Crown.     However,  by  the  fa* 
mous  a£l  of  Settlement,  and  the  fubfequent  adl  tor  explain- 
ing it,  the  Englifli  rebels  were  fecured  in  the  pofleflioQ  and 
enjoyment  of  thofe  lands ;  and  in  return  for  this  generous 
condudl  of  the  Crown,  and  the  relinquifliment  of  wards,  li- 
veries, and  fuch  feudal  rights,  they  fettled  upon  the  King 
and  his  heirs,  certain  revenues,  which,  together  with  fmall 
quit  rents,  referved  by  the  Crown,  form,  at  this  day,  the  he- 
Teditary  income  of  the  King  of  Ireland* 

Ihofe  grants  from  the  Parliament  were  fo  liberal,  and  h 
produflive,  that  Parliaments  ceafed  to  be  necefiary  there; 
and  Charles  II.  never  held  another  in  Ireland  during  his  whole 
reign.  The  Irifli  felt  the  error  they  had  been  guilty  of  ip 
fettling  fo  great  an  income  on  the  crown  as  rendered  it  inde- 
pendent of  Parliament ;  and  the  hereditary  revenue  (bon  I)e- 
came  an  obje£l  of  jealoufy,  not  to  fay  deteilation,  to  the  peo- 
j)le.  The  debt  contrafted  at  the  Revolution  afforded  them 
ax\  opportunity  of  proving  this;  in  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  that  debt,  they  laid  on  additional  duties  of  cuftcras 
and  excife^  but  they  would  not  impofe  them  for  more  than 
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two  years,  in  order  that  the  Crown  ihould  be  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  calling  the  Parliament  together  again,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  two  years:  this  policy  had  the  defired  ef- 
k&. ;  and  the  Commons  have  perfevered  in  it  from  that  day 
to  this,  with  a  difference  of  late,  that  the  feffion  being  an- 
nual, the  grants  of  money  are  only  from  one  year  to  another, 
the  hereilitary  revenue  had,  fince  the  Revolution,  been  a  fub- 
jedl  of  jealoufy  and  terror  to  the  Parliament ;   infomuch, 
that  fo  far  from  endeavouring  to  improve  it,  they  never 
mifled  an  opportunity  to  throw  charges  upon  it,  to  bear  it 
down:  however,  in  1751,  there  was  in  the  Exchequer  of 
Ireland  a  furplus  of  400,ocx>L  ;    this,  inftead  of  being  mat- 
ter of  joy,  was  the  caufe  of  general  conftemation  through- 
out the  kingdom :  it  was  feared  the  Crown  was  become  fo 
xich,  that  it  could  pay  off  the  debt  that  was  then  on  the  na- 
tion, and  having  no  rarther  occafion  for  the  annual  grants^ 
would  call  no  more  Parliaments.    There  was  a  queftion  in 
that  year  of  difpofingof  this  furplus  of  40©,0CX5l.;  and  a  bill 
was    brought  into  rarliament  for  that  purpole :  the  pre- 
amble was  to  this  effeft ;  "  Whereas  His  Majefly  has  figni- 
•*  ficd  his  confent,  that  the  furplus  now  in  the  Exchequer, 
**  ice.  be  difpofed  of,"  &c»    The  zealous  patriots  took  fire 
at  the  word  confent,  though  it  had  been  inferted  in  two  other 
aAs  before  that  on  fimilar  occafions :  they  faid  the  King  had 
a  right  to  give  his  afient  to  that  bill  as  well  as  to  any  other; 
but  that  he  hgd  no  right  to  give  his  confent ;  which  latter 
terin  implied,  that  the  fubjeA  could  not  be  fo  much  as  dif- 
cufled,  or  made  the  fubilance  of  a  bill^  without  the  previous 
confent  of  the  Crown,   as  in    the  cafe  of  private  grants. 
This  was  the  ground  of  a  great  flruggle  in  the  Commons; 
where  the  moft  formidable  oppofition  ever  known  in  Ireland, 
was  madeagatnfl  this  word  confent :  the  oppofition  triumph- 
ed ;  the  word  confent  was  flruck  out  of  the  bill,  which  dropt 
on  that  account,  its  friends  having  no  regard  for  it  after  it 
had  lofl  the  magical  word.    The  triumph  of  oppofition  fet 
Ireland  in  a  blaze;  nothing  but  bonfires  and  illuminations 
were  to  beieen  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  and 
the  glorious  122  (the  numbers  upon  the  winning  fide  upon 
the  divifion)  was  the  firfl  toafl  at  every  table.     Here  was 
a  proof  how  much  this  hereditary  revenue  w^as  formidable 
to  the  Irifh ;  and  he  was  very  far  from  blaming  them  for 
viewing  it  with  a  jealous  eye ;  but  he  only  obferved  this, 
in  order  to  fhcw  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  not  a  favourite  fund 
with  them>  and  therefore,  that  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend) 
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Hkm  they  would  rather  crufh,  than  encourage  and  increaie 
it;  and  therefore,  that  very  little  hopes  was  to  be  enter- 
tained, that  it  would  ever  be  fufiered  (from  conftituti- 
onal  jealoufy)  to  produce  a  furplus.  There  was  another 
point  on  which  he  found  the  proportion  relative  to  the  he- 
reditary revenue  very  inexplicit :  it  did  not  fay,  that  whe- 
thcf  or  not  the  furplus  ariAng  from  it  ihould  be  applied  to 
the  purpofes  of  the  navy,  even  though  the  other  branches 
of  the  Iriih  revenue  /hould  be  fo  unprodu<^ive,  in  any  one 
year  or  period  of  years,  as  not  to  be  fufficient  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  civil  and  military  eftabliihments  of  Ireland.  In 
fuch  a  cafe,  he,  for  one,  would  be  very  forrv  to  touch  a  fu- 
thing  of  the  furplus ;  becaufe,  the  benefit  tnat  would  be  de- 
rived from  it  would  be  infignificant  indeed,  when  compared  to 
the  fubftantial  lofs  the  empire  would  fuftain,  if  Ireland  ihoold 
ceafe  to  be  able  to  keep  in  her  pay  the  ^000  men  fhe  con- 
flantly  lends  this  country  to  defend  the  Weft-India  iflands, 
and  the  other  colonies.  At  the  rate  the  hereditary  revenue 
had  produced  furpluiles  for  fome  years  paft,  we  might  pof- 
fibly  fee  three  or  four  frigates  provided  with  pickled  pork  and 
bifcuits  by  Ireland ;  and  for  this  trifling  advantage,  we  would 
difable  her  from  paying  the  3000  men  ihe  has  conftantly  lent 
us,  and  ftill  lends  us,  ivith  honour  toherfelf,  and  tlie  gr^eateft 
advantage  to  the  empire. 

Thus  much  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  fay  refpeding 
the  hereditary  revenue,  that  gentlemen  might  not  be  led 
away  with  the  ridiculous  idea,  that  the  furplus  that  might 
be  obtained  from  it,  would  be  any  adequate  compenfation 
for  the  participation  of  trade  which  it  was  now  propofed  to 
extend  to  Ireland ;  and  yet  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  been  pleafed,  on  former  occafions,  triumphantly  to  fay, 
that  others  who  had  gone  before  him,  had  given  away  the 
trade  of  the  country  without  fecuring  any  benefit  in  retom ; 
but  that  he  had  taken  care  to  ftipubte,  that  a  fund  ihould 
be  fet  apart  for  the  fupport  of  the  marine  ftrengrth  of  the 
empire.  He  reminded  him  of  an  unfortunate  man,  who  had 
lofl  his  nofe  in  one  place,  an  eye  in  another ;  had  been  hb- 
prifoned  afterwards  by  the  Inquifition,  and  enlarged  ;  Hik! 
been  hung  up  and  cut  down,  and  at  length  marked  with  a 
hot  iron  and  fent  to  the  gallies ;  where,  tugging  at  his  oar, 
he  ufed  to  confole  himfelf  with  faying,  <<  Had  I  not  ex- 
f^  perienced  misfortune  in  the  former  part  of  my  life,  I 
<<  fhould  not  now  have  the  luxury  of  eating  orange  peels 
V  and  piila^hio  nuts."    The  right  honourable  gentleman 
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comiJained^  that  fo  much  had  been  given  by  his  predeceflbrs» 
that  nothing  was  now  left  for  htm  to  give  but  the  Britiih 
market;  and  then  away  were  manufaflures,  revenue,  capi- 
tals, induftry,  and  population,  given  to  Ireland,  from  whom 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  to  get  in  return  the  pi^ 
ftachioquts  of  hereditary  furplus.  His  Lordihip  concluded  by 
faying,  that  though  he  would  in  general  defend  and  fupport 
the  prihciple  of  a  bargain  with  Ireland,  yet  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  where  fuch  a  trifle  was  in  queftion,  he  would  wave  the 
idea  of  a  ftipulation,  and  truft  to  the  honour,  the  libera- 
lity, the  generoiity,  the  well-known  and  experienced  gene- 
roflty  of  Iceland ;  and  alfo  to  her  own  fenfe  and  underftand- 
in^  and  the  confcioufbefs  ihe  muft  have  of  the  neceflity  of 
fupporting  the  common  trade  of  the  empire :  he  would  there** 
fore  vote  for  the  amendment  propofed  by  the  honourable 
gentleman* 

Mr*  Dundas  faid,  though  he  thought  it  unneceflary  to  re-  Mr.DtMi^ 
ply  to  every  circumftance  that  could  poi&bly  be  introduced 
into  the  prefent  queftion,  fome  arguments  had  now  been 
urged  on  jrhich  it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  fay  a  few  words; 
a^  before  he  went  minutely  into  the  queuion,  he  would 
beg  that  the  Houfe  might  bear  in  mind,  when  the  principle 
of  the  compenfation  on  the  part  of  Irdand  was  obje£);edtOy 
that  in  all  the  former  proceedings  on  making  conceffions  to 
Ireland,  it  was  the  univerfal  ground  of  obje£lion,  that  Ire* 
land  did  not  bear  any  proportion  of  the  expences  incurred 
in  the  expenditure  for  the  general  protection  of  the  empire. 
To  remove  the  repetition  of  this  objediion  was  the  founda- 
tion of  the  prefent  propofition ;  and  Ireland  was  willing  to 
fhew,  that  ihe  did  not  demand  a  participation  of  our  com- 
mercial advantages,  without  contributing  in  an  adequate  pro- 
pqrtion  to  the  expences  incurred  in  defence  of  them.  What 
this  proportion  was,  and  whether  it  was  to  be  gi\'en  up  in  an 
eligible  manner,  remained  now  to  be  examined.  It  was  not 
very  reafonabie  to  expedt,  that  Ireland  fhould,  in  former 
times,  have  appropriated  any  particular  part  of  her  revenue 
for  naval  purpofes.  One  great  fource  of  wealth  was  denied 
them  in  the  celonial  trade,  which  they  confidered  as  a  pe- 
culium  of  the  firitifli  commerce,  from  the  benefits  of  which 
they  were  entirely  excluded :  the  contrary  was  now  the  cafe; 
an4  while  ihe  obtained  equal  advantage,  ihe  was  ever  ready 
to  partake  of  the  burden;  and  while  a  certain  and  fpecific 
appropriation  ihould  be  made  for  public  purpofes,  there  was 
fio  ei^dufion  of  the  exercife  of  generofity  and  liberality  in 
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the  Iriih  Parliament^  whenever  the  unforefeen  eveats,  or 
the  natural  contingencies  of  a  war  might  call  for  it.    It  wa» 
not  propofed  immediately  to  difprove  the  calcolatioDS  of  ths 
produce  of  the  hereditary  revenue  of  Ireland,  as  laid  down  by 
the  noble  Lord  (North)  for  a  certain  period  of  years,  in 
order  to  {hew,  that  the  increafe  of  the  revenue  did  not  keep 
pace  with  the  population :  but  he  had  a  Report  of  the  Com* 
miiTioners  of  the  revenue,  given  in  by  the  noble  Lord  him- 
felf,  in  the  year  1780,  from  which  he  would  infer,  that  the 
increafe  of  the  hereditary  revenue,  at  leaft,  bore  an  exa6fc  and 
confiderable  proportion  to  the  incieafing  wealth  and  opalence 
of  the  country.     He  faid  it  was  a  phenomenon  in  politics, 
and  not  the  lefs  true,  that  population  and  revenue  did  not 
increafe  together^  nor  was  it  confined  to  Ireland:  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scbtland,  it  was  remarkable^  that  the  barren 
hill;  were  covered  with  inhabitants;  and  yet,  aftonilhing 
•  as  it  was,  neither  the  poverty  of  their  fituation,  nor  tbe 
fcarcity  of  food,  produced  any  diminution  of  numbers.     If 
any  gentleman  would  take  the  trouble  of  travelling  to  thefe 
parts,  he  would  find  thefe  circumftances  to  be  true.— -Here 
obferving  the  Houfe  laugh  heartily  at  the  laft  expreffion,  he 
faid,  he  could  fcarcely  expe£^  to  find  any  gentleman  hardy 
eoough  to  make  fo  difagreeable  an  experiment,  but  the  ad* 
vintage  would  be  the  fame,  fhould  they  be  difpofed  to  make 
the  inquiry.    Theiie  poor  people,  as  M^eH  as  thofe  of  Ire^ 
land,  many  of  whom  he  believed  to  be  in  a  fimilar  predica* 
ment,  added  very  little  to  the  produce  of  the  public  revenue; 
but  the  cafe  would  be  quite  difierent,  when  the  introduAion 
and  extenfion  of  trade  and  commerce  would  add  their  a£f* 
tance  to  the  induftrious  part  of  the  community :  and  here 
he  wifhed  at  once  to  objeA  to  the  allegation,  that  any  exten* 
fion  of  their  trade  made  to  Ireland,  would  be  a  diminution 
of  the  power  and  wealth  of  England. 

The  principle  of  the  prefent  arrangement  was,  to  cement 
and  confolidate  the  interefts  of  both  countries ;  fo  that  an 
addition  to  the  opulence  of  the  one,  would  be  alfo  an  acquifi- 
tion  to  the  other :  commerce  would  in  both  countries  find 
a  level ;  and  the  interefts  of  both  being  united,  muft  bring 
advantages  to  both  from  every  increafe  of  opulence.  He 
did  not  lee  any  reafbn  for  apprehending,  either  that  there  was 
ground  of  jealoufy  for  the  Iriih  Parliament  on  the  one  hand, 
or  that  the  revenue  was  in  danger  of  being  diminifhed  by 
bounties  and  drawbacks  on  the  other.  To  the  firft  he  woul4 
fay,  that  the  propofal  came  from  the  Iriih  Parliament  vp* 
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luntarily;  and  to  the  other,  that  the  drawback  could  onlj 
be  given  on  articles  ^hich  on  importation  had  paid  the  money 
which  was  to  be  returned ;  fo  that  at  all  events,  the  revenuei 
•ould  not  lofe*  On  the  whole,  he  concluded,  that  the  here- 
ditary  revenue  muft  increafe  with  the  opulence  of  the  coun^ 
try ;  and,  that  increafing  opulence,  fo  far  from  diminifhing 
the  power  and  wealth  of  England,  would  tend  very  much 
to  add  to  it. 

Sir  J.  Erjkine^  after  ironically  complimenting  the  Houfe  $ir  J.  Er* 
•n  the  acceffion  of  information  they  derived  from  the  fpeech  ^*"*'* 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft ;  depre* 
cated  any  imputation  of  thefe  intentions  which  were  liberally 
aicribed  to  thofe  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe,  of  endeavouring 
to  foment  jealoufies,  and  promote  diflatisfaflion,  whenever 
they  advanced  fuch  arguments  as  fa£ts,  and  the  juftice  of  thoft 
opinions  intitled  them  to  ufe*     For  his  part,  he  was  ready 
to  iay,  that  Ireland  would  have  ample  ground  of  jealoufy,  in 
circumfcribing  the  merit  of  exerting  thatfpirit  and  liberality 
of  contribution  fo  frequently  manilefted  on  public  occafions. 
The  hcmourable  gentleman  had  (aid,  that  Ireland,  confi* 
tiering  the  Britifh  colonies  as  a  peculium  of  this  country, 
tvas  juftified  in  not  contributing  to  the  fupport  of  places 
from  which  flie  derived  no  advantage,  and  by  that  very  afler* 
tion  expofed  himfelf  to  this  replv — That  if  Ireland,  notwith- 
ilanding  that  exemption  fhe  had  a  right  to  claim,  did  never* 
thekfs,  contribute  both  with  her  blood  and  treafure  to  aflift 
our  operations  in  America,  how  much  more  (hould  we  in  fu- 
ture rely  on  them  for  fupport  and  aififtance,  when  their  in- . 
terefl  and  ours  were  fo  much  united  ?  It  was  in  the  recol- 
leAion  of  every  perfon,  that  in  the  diilrefs  of  our  navy^ 
Ireland  generouily  voted  us  20,000  feamen;  and  though 
there  was  an  exprefs  a£l  of  Parliament  that  fhe  ihould  keep 
up  12,000  troops  for  her  internal  defence^  fhe  allowed  5000 
€yf  the  beft  difciplined  and  moft  experienced  of  them  to  fervt 
abroad,  at  her  own  expence,  in  the  defence  of  Britain :  and 
what  adds  confiderably  to  the  merit  of  this  tranfaflion  was,  . 
that  Ireland  had  not  remaining,  after  that  loan,  1000  ef- 
fective infantry.    This  was  a  cjrcumftance,  which  his  fitu- 
ation  at  that  time  enabled  him  peculiarly  to  know ;  thef^ 
w^ere  ads  which  Ireland  might  alwavs  be  depended  upon  to 
perform  voluntarily;    but  the  prelent  provifion  implying 
diflruft,  it  was  natural  that  they  might  return  it  by  abiding 
^i£tly  «ind  literally  by  the  terpis  f(f  tht  baxgain.    The  ex- 
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{lerience  of  hiftory  had  fiiewn  that  Ireland  always  manifcfied 
^  jealoufy  on  the  fabjed  of  the  hereditary  revenue ;  and 
taking  the  aignroeot  in  any  point  of  view,  their  proTifion 
in  the  prefent  fyAem  mnft  be  a  bad  one :  for  the  revenue 
either  would  increafe  with  the  opulence  <^  the  country^  or  it 
would  not«    If  it  fhould  increafe,  then  the  ParliaEnent  of 
Ireland  would  have  the  greater  reafoo  to  be  jealous  of  having 
fo  confiderable  a  fum  under  the  control  of  a  foreign  legifla- 
tors,  and  employed  for  military  purpofes.    If  it  ioould  not 
be  produdive,  then  was  it  an  inadequate  compenfation  to 
this  country  for  the  participation  of  its  commercial  tefonrces. 
On  this  occafion  it  was  to  be  apprehended^  that  Iriih  freedom 
was  the  purchafe  to  which  the  mterefts  <^  England  were  £i- 
cri£ced.    He  liked  neither  the  purchafe  nor  the  terms;  he 
ueitfher  wifhed  to  refign  our  dear-bought  commercial  advan* 
tages,  nor  to  infringe  upon  the  liberties  of  others.     He  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  was  allowed  as  a  great  merit  by  the  Mioifier^ 
that  he  firft  received  the  concurrence  of  the  Iriih  Patliament 
before  the  propofitions  were  introduced  here;  hot  did  he 
think  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  would  be  fatisfied  with  that 
*  contemptuous  and  difgracefol  treatment  they  would  recei?e, 
in  having  refolutions  hril  propofed  by  a  Britifli  Minifler  in 
Ireland,  and  returned  from  England  totally  di^ring  both  ia 
fpirit  and  principle  i  Under  fuch  circumftances,  th(^beft  apo* 
logy  that  could  be  made  was»  that  the  Minifter  in  lireland  and 
the  Minifter  here  totally  mifunderfiood  each  other  ;  unlefs  it 
could,  on  the  other  hand,  be  imagined,  that  they  were  of 
different  opinions.     He  concluded,  by  recommending  to  have 
this  proviUon  wholly  omitted.    The  Houfe  calling  loudly  for 
the  queftion, 
Mr.sheri-       Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  previous  to  a  determination  on 
<*«n.  this  qucftion,  he  wiflied  to  explain  fome  circumftances  whick 

be  conceived  to  have  been  mifunderflood  and  which  he  was 
anxious  the  Houfe  ihould  attend  to.  There  would^  in  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  regulations,  be  many  duties  which  at  pre- 
fent were  only  temporary  in  Ireland,  that-in  order  to  bear 
with  the  like  duties  in  England,  which  were  feoiirities  for  the 
public  debts,  muft  now  be  rendered  perpetual.  This  would 
add  principally  to  the  hereditary  revenues  of  Ireland,  and 
Would  be  applicable  to  the  purpofe  of  keeping  a  ftaodicg 
army.  Here,  then,  arofe  a  dopble  confideration ;  firft,  a 
great  and  important  fum  would  be  entrufied,  where  the  con- 
flitution  of  the  country  was  alwavs  jealous  it  Ihould  be 
phced,  particularly  for  fuch  purpofes :   and  fecondly,  this 
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ferpetoal  provifion  being  made,  there  woald  iu)  longer  exift 
«  fieeeffity  for  aiienihliag  the  Parliainent,  as  frequently  as  the 
fgfetyKyf  oar  ootiftitution  and  that  of  Ireland  required.  It 
nif^t  be  anfweted,  chat  Parliament  muft  be  aflcmbied,  in 
order  to  bring  in  the  bills,  and  take  the  regular  eAimates 
laid  before  them ;  but  he  had  experience  to  bear  him  out»  iii 
apprehending  that  this  principle,  important  as  it  was^  would 
be  liable  to  violation ;  fofy  notwithfianding  a  refolution  of 
the  laft  Parliament  of  England  conftkuted  it  a  high  crime 
end  mifdemeanour  for  any  perfon  to  expend  any  fum  of  th^ 
public  money,  except  fuch  as  had  been  already  appropriated, 
^e  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  ot  the  Treafury, 
in  defiance  cf  that  refolution,  was  bold  enough  to  employ 
very  large  fums  to  fuch  purpoles  as  he  thought  proper. 

The  quellion  was  then  put  on  the  amendment,  and  nega** 
tived  without  a  diviiion,  as  were  alfo  feveral  other  amend** 
ments ;  after  which  the  refoiution  pafled. 

On  putting  the  fourth  refoiution. 

Lord  Beatichamp  declared,  that  although  he  cordially  voted  Xer^  BeaH«^ 
for  the  fyftem  befbre  the  Houfe,  fo  far  as  it  profcfled  to  ad-  «l»*»P» 
mit  Ireland  to  a  full  ihare  of  commercial  advantages,  he  could 
not  fiflent  to  this  new  and  extraordinary  refoiution,  as  he  con- 
ceived it  to  be  highly  rhaterial  in  the  adjuflment  of  the  future 
intercourfe  between  the  two  kingdoms,  that  no  fufpicions 
might  be  entertained  by  the  Iriih,  that  under  the  fpecious 
pretence  of  commercial  benefits,  which  might  or  might  not 
be  realized,  the  Britifli  Parliament  wifhed  to  deprive  them 
of  the  foiid  benefits  of  a  free  conftitution.  That  this  refo<&> 
lution  avowed  upon  the  face  of  it,  that  one  power  muft  exIft 
to  regulate  the  external  concerns  of  the  whole  empire ;  that 

fentlemen  ought  to  recoUeA,  that  this  is  the  principle  which 
reland  has  felemnly  pledged  herfelf  to  refi^ft,  and  which  the 
Britifli  Parliament  na.s,  by  an  zGi  of.eqi^;^!  foletnnity,  fiipu* 
fated  «ever  to  revive.  He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  that 
necei&ry  meafure  feemed  to  meet  with  the  general  concur-^ 
fence  otall  parties ;  that  it  was  iropofitble  the  noble  'Loi:d  in 
the  blue  ribband  could  object  to  it,  becaufe  he  wat  the  founder; 
of  the  preient  liberal  fyftem  with  r^ard  to  the  commerce  oj^ 
Ireland;  and  therefore,  he  copid  not  wifh  tp  leave  it, in  tKs 
power  of  any  future  Parliament  16  overtuti),  in  a  tpoment  of 
ill  humotrr,  thofe  conceffions,  Whi^h  he  knew  to  be  honour'^ 
able  to  himfelf,  andbenefieial  to  both  kingdocns,  That.^tui 
Minifters  who  fucceed<cd»  ftood  in  the  fanie  predicament,  be- 
nvfe  tiie  a£k  of  2  7 $3  nigde  no  new  conceffioqi  and  only  re« 
Voi..  XVIH.  3  K  wovc^ 
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moved  all  doubts  upon  the  repeal  of  the  Declaratory  aft, 
which  had  been  fo  differently  underflood,  even  by  men  practi- 
cally engaged  in  the  government  of  both  kingdoms,  as  to  ren- 
der a  frefh  explanation  unavoidable.  That  it  woold  be  invi- 
dious to  impute  to  any  fet  of  men,  much  lefs  to  the  authors  of 
that  meafure,  and.  the  Minifters  of  this  day,  a  fecret  intention 
of  revoking  it  whenever  they  might  be  able ;  as  fuch  politics 
would  tend  to  unfettle  all  faith  in  our  Councils,  and  to  in- 
fpire  a  fufpicion,  that  the  moll  folemn  compa£l  is  confidered 
only  as  a  neceifary  facrifice  to  the  prefTure  of  the  moment. 
That  however  this  may  be,  the  confequences  of  this  meafure 
have  fuily  juflified  the  policy  on  which  it  was  grouhded — that 
inilead  of  fevering  the  kingdoms,  and  iofufing  into  ea<^  the 
idea  of  feparate  interefts,  every  man  who  knows  Ireland  muft 
admits  that  Great  Britain  never  bad  a  greater  afcendant  over 
hsr  politics  than  at  the  prefent  moment — that  the  extinAion 
of  Irifh  jealoufies  has  proved  a  new  bulwark  of  her  ftrength, 
and  that  what  fhe  has  facrificed  in  nominal  power,  (he  has 
acquired  in  real  influence,  of  which  the  felf-denying  form  in 
which  Ireland  has  voted  a  vaft  army,  and  every  fubfequeni 
meafure  of  her  Government,  afford  the  ftrongeft  evidence— 
that  to  thofe  perfons  who  rely  implicitly  on  theory  in  matters 
of  government,  and  who  expeS  the  great  operations  of  the 
world  to  fqaare  with  their  abftradl  notions  of  an  unity  of  pow- 
er, it  may  appear  impofiible,  that  two  co-ordinate  and  inde* 
pendent  legiflatures  can  proceed  without  collifion.  That  to 
them,  it  may  fairly  be  anfwered,-f)iat  government  is  a  fcience 
of  fa£t  and  experience^ that  as  far  as  the  experiment  has  been 
tried,  it  has  fully  anfwered  to  both  kingdoms,  and  that  no 
greater  fpeculative  difficulties  attended  it  than  might  have 
Seen  urged  a  priori  againil  thofe  parts  of  the  Britifh  govern- 
pient,  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  the  moft  univtr* 
fally  beneficial. 

,  That  if  the  trial  bjr  jury  was  now,  for  the  firft  time,  j^ro- 
pofed  as  matter  of  experiment  and  theory  to  the  exiftiog  Par- 
liament of  either  kingdom,  it  would  naturally  be  faid,  that  it 
failed  in  its  firft  principle — thqf  the  habits,  opinions,  and  coo- 
fciences  of  men  werefo  various,  that  it  was  abfurd  to  expect 
the  concurrence  9f  twelve  jurors  in  the  fame  virdid — tliatthe 
difficulty  would  be-  incres^fed  if  they  were  taken  from  the 
neiehbourhopdr.  as  new  motives  of  prejudice,  of  connexion, 
s^nd  intereft  muft  arife  out  of  .that  circumftance  to  render  the 
attainment  of  juftice  impra<SticabIe  ;  and  the  noble  Lord  fatd« 
that  he  had  no  fear  of  being  contradicted  .wheniie  aflerted« 
th:it,  in  tliis  inftance,  fpeculatioQ  and  refinement  mail  give 
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way  to  hiftory  and  to  h&.  He  fiirther  ohifcrved,  that  the 
Brir  /h  conftitution  afF">rds  evidence  in  all-  its  parts,  that 
theory  and  fa6t  are  commonly  at  variance,  that  its  fuperior 
excellence  is  faid  to  confift  in  having  three  di{lin£l  and  inde- 
pendent powers,  which  mutually  check  and  countera£t  the 
operation  of  each  other—- that  the  fmalleft  pra^ical  experience 
of  our  government  is  fu£Bcient  to  (hew,  that  nothing  but 
anarchy  and  oonfufien  could  arife  out  of  fuch  a  fyflem-— that 
the  machine  of  government  would  a£lually  Hand  dill — and 
that  thofe  days  have  been  the  happieft  in  this  kingdom^  where* 
thefe  three  principles,  inftead  of  jarring  and  thwarting  each 
other,  haveaAed  in  the  moft  perfe£l  harmony  and  union,  be- 
caufe  that'harmony  can  only  arife  from  the  fcrupulous  caution 
with  which  each  branch  of  the  conftitution  confines  itfelf 
withtti  its  natural  limits — that  fo  little  do  fad  and  theory  ac* 
cord,  that  though  mK>ft  of  the  Peers  ate  incompetent  to  revife 
kgal  judgements,  they  form  a  moft  enlightened  tribunal,  as 
wel^  in  matters  of  private  right,  as  a  moft  upright  one,  though 
the  ftifhefs  of  their  political  principles  has  not,  at  ail  times, 
been  proverbial-— that  even  wicb  regard  to  ourfelves,  in  whom 
the  whole,  popular  ftren^th  refides,  there  is  neither  principle 
nor  uniformity  in  the  frame  of  this  Houfe»  confidered  as  an 
objeft  of  fpeculation  and  theory,  yet  we  know  what  alone  is 
eifential,  that  this  rude  and  ill-connru£led  fyftem  of  reprefen- 
tation  has  anfwercd  every  good  purpofe  in  pradlice ;  that  it 
has  enabled  us  to  make  great  flruggles  in  war,  and,  at  all 
times,  to  enjoy  a  greater  (bare  of  political  liberty  than  ever 
fell  to  the  lot  of  any  other  nation.  He  farther  faid,  that  if, 
in  aU  thefc  iniilaiices>  Teeming  inconfiftencies  in  theory  were 
reconciled  in,pra£lice,  the  fame  might  be  the  cafe  with  regard 
to  Ireland^-^iiat  we  are  not  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Irifh  Parlia- 
ment is  compofed  of  different  materials  firom  our  own,  or  that 
the  influence  of  the  Crown  is  totally  unknown  there — that 
we  ought  to  recoUedt,  that  one  Houfe  confifts,  in  part,  of 
prelates  or  judges,  who  naturally  look  to  the  fupport  of  Great 
Britain,  in  common  with  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
againil  any  pofliblc  encroachment  on  their  civil  or  ecclefiafti- 
cal  eflabliihment-^that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did,  fairly 
and  honourably,  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  their  conftituents  in  the 
late  queftions  of  trade  and  conftitution,  but  that  it  is  not  of 
fuch  a  caftas  to  facridce  real  obje£ls  of  policy  to  the  fluSua- 
tioo  of  popular  opinion-— that  they  have  never  fallen  into  the 
frenzy  oif  reformation,  of  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer has  fet  tliem  the  example — ^that  as  they  have  met,  in  every 
Inftajice^  the.  wiihes  of  Great  Britain,  the  ianie  is  to  be  pre- 
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ftitHeictf  |M^  <o^««A  >n  fottfre,  vnlefa^  by  «IMli|ftiiig  (mt 
much,  w«  forfeit  thei^  coo^dence  fot  ever«    Hefarthcv  db^ 
iierved,  tl>9C  the  refdution  (kted  it  at  efleAttal  ro  the  pivleBt 
compafk,  that  Ireland  ihould,  of  necaffitjs  adopt  the  ririmf  t« 
iiial  mulations  of  Great  Britaio  ^  if  it  it  fo  cffinttal >a»it  it 
now;  wt  the  &rft  tiiiie»  oontended  to  bc»  he  codd  not  aeoonot 
ibr  Mr.  Orders  fijeooe  on  fo  material  a  topic  when  he  opcood 
bis  plan  to  the  Irilh  Parliament*    1  hat»  wh^  a  boon  wa»  of- 
fered to  Ic'elaxidy  the  price  ought  to  have  beeor  omitioiitdife 
which  fhe  wai  exposed  to  puzcbafe  it*    Tbat  the  B9t«fal 
CQurfe  of  proceeding  had  beelb inverted;,  th^t  interefiv  Ari^y 
Britifli,  had  firft  been  ti^atted  of,  and  bartered  for,  'm  Ae.Ifi& 
Parliament-— that  now,  to  keep  the  fcalet  even^  we  wereorfltd 
lE^on  to  fet  bounds  to  the  legiflative  difcifatton  of  Iidandi 
without  wairrant  6f  authority,  ahd-  to-  dekrid*  pointi  id.-  hst 
iuture  fyfteoi,  which,  far  from^  hating  recdh«d*her  coDOvr- 
ictnce^  hdve  never  been*  alhided  to  in  her  ^arlinnek«t*-thal 
jR}ch  coudu£t  is,  at  beft,<  un^cioiiit  toirarde  hodt  lpinadcHii»— 
that  it  will  be  accounted  for  only  od  one  priteiple^  malt  a  i^ 
folution  has  been  takeh  to  retovet^  at  all  mmn^  oar  fafioi 
jnacy  over  Ireland.    That,,  for  thit^pnrpoie^  eoovjZMirQtai  ad** 
vantages  Were  held  oiil^  to  her  wbroh  iho  neWhtr  expeiSiod  nor 
defired  ;  that  ihe  ^at  to  be  iaaaAbi  with  pjrofpeAa  of  lAap- 
nary  wealth,  till,  in  the  bour  df  onfiifpedling  graititudeyf  m 
fliould  furrender  the  ceftqdy  of  her  comibtrce  anii  roVeooe ; 
and  that  the  ominotut  ^otis  ufedin  a  former  debate^  that  it 
was,  ^*  hardly  pf^ud^iit  to  ftate  how  good  a  bargain  n^as  here 
**  made  for  Gretit  Britdin."  ieeined  to  admit  that  iatferpr^sH 
tion — that  if  iho  necefi<y  of  having,  uatfetmlawt'df  trade 
Was  the  tc3\  obje6t,  not  tte  pretence  of  roakttie.  tills-  ihnova* 
tion,  it  mi^t  be  effe(5ted  by  Other  means  ;  tbarahe  principle 
was  admitied  in  the  ppeamble-  to  Mr.  Yelveite^V  ad^  and, 
therefore.  Great  Britain:  has  evenv  feeurity  ^^di-a-  ffieopecH 
pie  can  give,  that  the  biws  of  tvade^'  whioh  are  homA^BUe  oqaaiv 
Ihall  he  adopted' by  the  Pailiantent  of  Irehffd,  and^  Jit  p6iiil 
of  fa£l,  they  have  ever  fliewn  aireadinefs'to  do  fo.    Thot  ie  is 
U  fallacy  to  treat  this  refeiutron  as  referable  to.febc  fonc^  prmr 
ciple  i  Nit.  YeHrertdn'i  a£)i  ad<iptedonly  laws  in  aA^'eii^ 
tence ;  ir,  therefore,'  depended  On  Iriih  court^  and  oivlrA 
jories,  to  expound  what  British  ftatntetanfwered  tho  defevip- 
tion-of  confarping  equal  benefits,  and  impofing  eifoali  ie« 
ftraints-^thaf  the  infertibn  of  the  (mm  words  nt  this  mfob* 
tion  gives  no  feicurity,  beoaufe  it  conftttvtes  the  PJtfliament 
6f  Great  Britaih  the  folo  judge  of  that  e^oalicy^*  With  the 
powerof  applying,  it,  not  (doi^Qrihably  todu^ptecedcai)  io 
■  —  •••.     .  ' ..  •••    .  jail 
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piA  pol^  bal  to  ril  ftttotv  ivgidhflidiM 
oj€ the  tfv^ kingdoBit  are^  ittta  nany  refpe^^  difflaiilar»  thalf 
kHTSt  ^yorting  to  be  eq«al^  may,  in  their  confequ^nees,  be 
very  ttnequaltjr  lelt  in  each;  diat,.  Jhovld  fttclva  cafe  occur,, 
tfae  fubjeit  cff  helaod  it  left  withoeil  any  remed^t  he  has  my 
iHeant*  of  knowing  wixttf  pafib  ift  this  HofvTe,  nor  is  he  in  th# 
babif'of  vepfeTenting  his  grievaneetto  us ;  and  if  be  goes  to 
bis  natupftl  reprefisntativeii^  they  Gbn  only  tell  hicn,  «*  We  a? » 
^  n^fcmjfnr  coin^tent  to  retiewyout  for  we  hare  furrendered 
^  to  aoolher  kinggdoin  the  fomtt  of  i^egulating  ovr  commerce  9 
<^  aftd"  It  ia  abvtfaek  of  treaty,  if  we  do  not  adopt  the  tegQl^ 
^  taon.  of  ?rhich  yoo  ooiiiptein«*'  That  this  tranfaAiort  ha» 
boeft  tompared  to  ^reatieto  withi  fiifeisn  nationSi  though  it  had 
aoc  »fuig^e  poiM  of  PofeaiMaiico — ^£at  when  nations  make  a 
tnaay  oi comitiercetf  they reftr  to  (oraethiflfg  defimte  amdpro* 
oUil-fc-t'  H  yon  wUltaftofo  mutthrof  our  woollens,  we  witf 
**  admit  fo  bhwIv  df  your  littanal/ ~Hero  is  no  condition  of 
fbtacitf  dopondeboe  6r  idboifiKilaaioriii  bnt  an  agreement  to  ao» 
oompltflr  fomtthing  for  their  ittatiial  advams^,  of  wbiclii: 
dmy  QDibtrftood  thc'fiin  dSaet ;  and  be  added»^ ««  Thjit  biftory 
*.*  afibrdt  te  iaftancd  of  an  independent  ftate  being  bountl  to 
^*  .49  il£b  undtfined  iff  their  mttttre^'  and  vmoertam  in  tii^ir  ex-* 
^  tant^  at  therranifittoirof  aiiothv^"  Tbatequaiity  wa^  p^ro* 
fnflM  ait  tbs  firtf  refoklionr.;  and  fo  far  as  toe  difchimer  of 

*  »  • 

byiiigftrtter  ptohltbitioiM^  the  f^rinoiple  was  adhered  to»  at 
Iroiand  kad^  ptmakti^  dorte  Khe  hmd;  but  here  the  Equality 
eddt ;.  fttr  thoogh  w*  oa}I  »pon  Ireland  to  adopt  our  taws,  we 
do-  ao8ex|lrefr  oor  rtadinefaf  to  acoe^t  any  from  her  (the  very 
idea  wouM  mMoafmilo)  Why  then  are  we  to  fuppofe,  that 
irdaiii  it  lefe  jrtaloos  of  bee  frtadonl  and  confUtuxion,  than 
we  are  df  envs^^ 

Tht'  noble  Lord  favthet  obfenred^  that  if  the  freedom  of 
ParKaiotnt  eonfifti  irra  fMnver  of  admttti«g  or  rejedling  every 
(ptiiSaa  ptilpoii*fan<whith  may  be  fuggefled^  the  Iriih  Parlia«» 
cfknt:' will  not,  uader  tbit  rwldotionw  be  a  free  Parliament ; 
ani}^  thori^bt  bonoDrjd>fe  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  feems  fenfible 
of  thi^  oonftitotioaDd  drmcalty,  as  the  refolution  now  re« 
^ret  the  inteKrekttroa  of  Iriik  a€ts  to  give  efficacy  t(>  Brttiflk 
yegulariemt ;  wbevsasy  ia  the  original  draft,  they  were  i!o  be  in 
fio#cr  in  Irehari'  ii]>  the  fame  niahndr  as  m  Great  Britain.  The 
noble  Lord  fiird^  in  his  opinion^  the  cafe  was  precifely  the 
£im^  whether  Inland  it  bound  toadopt  Britiih  lawS)  or  wbei> 
ther  f^kitjdffifaSk  attach  on  the  fub]e£ls  of  that  kingdom^  «s 
her  freoagonoy  is  eqvally  deftroyed  in  both  cafds;  \t  maket 
fSt»  pvtceedid}  Mircrcomphncy  but;  JeaYCs  cbe  principlfiexaQly 
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the  fame.  The  iQbj«£(s  of  France  are  net  bound  to  obey  the 
King's  edi^  till  they  are  promulgated  ander  the  authority  of 
their  Parliament :  hut  as  they  are  not  in  a  ciipacicy  to  delibe« 
rate  upon  them^  in  the  £trft  i4iAanGe,  nor  to  r^afe  the  forma* 
Ktv  of  regi Bering  them,  iii  the  fecond,  France  does  not  pof- 
fels  the  e&nce  of  freedom,  though  the  m.iy  retain  many  of 
the  paraphernalia  of  a  free  government.  In  any  cafe,  whe- 
'ther  it  is  injurious  to  Ireiandor  not,  it  afibrds  not  the  fmalleft 
protection  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  as  no  reliance  can 
be  placed  on  nfeafures  taken*  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  complying 
with  the  letter  of  a  treaty ;  and  the  Triih  may  happen  to  think, 
that  having  had  no  difcretion  in  framing  a  law,  they  are  not 
bound  to  a  ftri£k  execution  of  it :  in  this  inftance,  we  are 
completely  in  tlieir  power ;  nor  can  we,  with  jufttoe,  com- 
plain, if  they  retaliate  upon  tls  for  having  fet  them  an  exam- 
ple of  diftruft,  which  no  paft  tranfa&ion  will  joftify.-^^l  hat 
however  the  lax  execution  of  this  laws  will  give  rife  to  cooti* 
hual  difputes,  if  Great  Britain  feels  that^  her  revenue  decays 
from  the  negieft  of  Iptfh^officers,  her  complamts  will  natu- 
rally be  loud  ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  Ireland  feels  fore  at  the 
exercife  of  this  aflumed  power,  fhe  wilhas  naturaUy  remon- 
ftrate,  that  the  inftant  complained  of  is'  not  a  cafusfteims^ 
and  does  not  fall  within  the  fpirttof  the  treaty.  Between 
foreign  nations,  the  ceflation  of  41  treaty  only  reinflates  them 
where  they  previoufly  ftood:  as  we  are  circneiftancedj  it  is 
impoflible  to  ftate  all  the  mifchiefs  wbidr -will  arife  nom  a 
diiTolution  of  the  compadk,  if  ever  it  takes 't>)ace*  It  can  be 
compared  only  to  a  total  breach  of  the  anion  with  Scotland — 
it  becomes  us,  therefore,  to  weigh  every  ^ord  with  peculiar 
caution  before  we  Agn  the  feal  forever*  He£irtber  faid-,  tbat 
in  reafoning  on  the  fourth  refolution,  it  was  impoffible  not  to 
look  forward  to  the  fifth,  as  formin?  an  eflential  fopplemeot 
to  it.— This  alfo  is  new,  and  extends  to  ahnoft  every  brancfi 
of  the  Irifh  trade,  and,  oonfeqnently,  to  the  moft  pioduc- 
tive  branches  of  her  revenue.-— That  it  gives  rife  to  two  mofl 
important  queflions:— -Firft,  whether  a  country,  compara- 
tively poor,  can  bear  to  have  her  confumptkms  taxed  to  as 
high  a  degree  as  a  rich  one  i  Secondly,  whether  it  is  confident 
with  the  interefts  of  Ireland  to  render  a  vaft  part  of  her  revf- 
nue  perpetual,  by  placing  herfelf  in  fuch  a  fituation  that  Jhe 
mud  raife  her  duties  at  our  requifitionSi  and,. at  the  fame  time, 
furrender  the  power  of  lowering  them  unlefs  we  do  the  fame, 
which  is  almoft  a  vifionary  profpeifl.  With  regard  to  the 
firft,  Ireland  now  enjoys  the  alternative  of  importing  Wefl- 
India  produce  direfUy  on  Brrtifl^duties^  orindiredly»  threugh 
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Gteat  BriCftiQ)  <Mi  the  low  impofts ;  and  iC  may  be  a  dottbt, 
ivhether  flie.can  bear  a  higf  er  duty  on  rum,  which  is  the 
principal  article. ihe  imports  dire&ly,  in  return  for  her  manu* 
fadures ;— *as  to  fugar,  the  duty  was  almoft  doubled  in  the 
laft  war,  and,  in  a  future  one,  may  go  on  progreffiveiy — Ire-> 
landf  in  tliefe  inftances,  cannot  keep  lace  with  us.-— We  {hall 
either  prohibit  the  ufe  of  the  articles  in  queftion^  or  force  her 
into  a  contraband  trade,  to  the  joint  prejudice  of  her  own  re- 
venue»  and  of  the  Britiih  planter. — lill  flie.can  eftablifli  a 
direfl  Weil-India  trade,  which  muft  be  a  work  of  time  and 
difficulty,  it  fcoms  beft,  on  all  accounts,  that.flxe  /bould  fup- 
ply  herfelf  with  the  fugars  fiie  wants  beyond  her  own  impor* 
tations  from  Briftol  9nd  Liverpool  at  the  old  duties. — ^Why« 
tlien,  take* from: her  this  option?  In  anotlier  point  of  view, 
the  tflblttitioo  bears  hard  upon  Ireland, — it  not  only  jnterdi£ls 
forever  her  importations  of  foreign  Weil- India  produce,  froo^ 
which  flie  has  precluded  herfelf  by  an  annual  a£l{  but  as  it 
is  now  framed,  if  we  adopt  fo  abfurd  a  proportion  as  to  carry 
on  the  trade  of  our  iilands  by  a  joint-ilock  company,  Ireland 
muft  do  the  fame.*— I^  with  a  view  of  encouratring  Lanca^ 
Aire  cottons  (or  the  ufe  of  the  Negroes,  we  were  to  prohi- 
bit-tbe  export  of  linens  to  the  Weft  Indies,  Ireland  muiil  do 
the  fame----It  is  no  anfwer  to  the  obje£|ion,  that.tliefe  cafes 
are  out  of  the  reach  of  probability ;.  if  they  are  fo,  why 
fliottld  we  afik  the  power  to  dp  that  which  iri  no  poi&blo 
Aate  of  things  it  is  right  for.  us  to  attempt  ?  In  regard  to  Ame* 
rica,  the  bargain  we  endeavoured  to  failen  upon  Ireland  is  ilill 
of  an  harfiier  nature :  when  the  laft  arran£;ement  was  made, 
the  United  States  made  a  part  of  the  Britim  dominions,  and* 
therefore,  the  colonial  regulations  comprehended  the  Irifhin* 
lereourfe  withr  them*  Now  it  is  a  branch  of  her  foreign  trade 
with  which  we  have  difdaimed  all  interference  in  other  in* 
Aances  j  in.  this  we  demand,  that  whenever  we  lay  any  new 
duty  on  American  produce,  Ireland  fliall  follow  our  example, 
Confider  the  extent  of  fuch  a  propoiition«---It  applies  to  thd 
materials  of  manufa&ure  in  many  inilances  :^*It  includes 
iron,  indigo,  tobacco,  rice,  cotton,  and,  by  regulating  the 
imports,  we,  in  tSkSt^  command  the  exports  or  Ireland  in 
every  branch  for  which  thefe  articles  are  admitted  in  return  : 
it  does,  indeed,  much  more  ;  it  gives  usthe  power  of  imme* 
diately  filling  the  Exchequer  of  Ireland,  and  the  furplus  of 
the  hereditary  revenue  being  granted  to  Britifli  fervices,  over 
which  the  Iriih  Commons  are  expe£le4  to  give  up  all  control, 
will  operate  upon  us  as  a  temptation  to  do  lb.  It  may  alfo  be 
a  doubt,  whether  (lie  artificial  fyftem  of  reflraints  and  mono<- 
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^Iies»  which  ear  debts  ha?e  imdeMd  nattfiiy,  tf  applnd  to 
an  infant  country,  at  Irriaod  ia,  in  a  ccminiercial  pomt  of 
^iew,  with  her  natural  relborces  unimpityvedy  may  90t  to- 
-tally  damp  all  fqtnre  indnftry  and  commercial  ebtetprtee. 

Had  Ireland,  indeed,  nude  a  demand,  we  were  at  Uberty 
4:0  accede  to  i^  only  on  this  or  any  other  cooditioB  we 
tl^oiigbt  beneficial;'  bot  it  cannot  be  too  often  repaatod,  dut 
the  bufineft  aiofe  in  a  voluntary  oier  fnxn  Minimn,  and  not 
in  a  requifition  from  her  Faiiiament,  What  ad^aatagec  are 
held  out  to  Ireland  to  compensate  all  thofe  facrificesi  it  ii 
npt  eafy  to  tell.  We  allow  tier  to  import  Weft-Iodia  pro- 
tluce,  which  has  firft  b«en  landed  in  her  ports,  into  Giai 
Sritain ;  but  every  merchant  ktiows^  that  thefo  cireuitout 
importations  dm>u|h  Ireland  wiH  raray.  If  ever,  take  place; 
find  to  that  ctrcwnftance  only,  the4ndiference  of  the  Weft* 
India  merchants  to  this  feeming  conceffion  is  to  be  attfibatej, 
We  diange  aUb  our  prohibitions  upon  her  manolisfiures  iot6 
prohibitory  duties;  but  it  is  not  poflible  to  fappofe,  that 
when  the  doArine  now  held  of  a  countervailing  dutv  is 
carried  to  its  utmoft  esKent,  and  that  eo  the  port  duty  01  len 
and  a  half  per  cent,  the  excife  upon  the materidd,  «s  wsHas 
an  allowance  for  waAe,  be  fuperadded,  the  -marrafadhiier  of 
Ireland  will  gain  by  the  change  of  fituation.  thoo^  the 
Imoggler  pofiibly  may.  &ren  the  great  Irifii  »aple  of  linen 
remains  as  it  did,  and  owes  no  new  Security  to  thefe  propo* 
fitions;  as  under  the  idea  of  oouniervaiting  the  tri(h  boamy 
on  <flax  feed,  it  is  liable  to  a  duty  at  pur  future  diferction. 
The  noble  Lord  fai<1,  in  aniwer  to  ail  thefe  objediom, 
he  expe£led  to  be  told,  Why  ate  we  to  feiefee  difficulties 
for  the  Irifli  nation  and  Parliament,  Which  they  may  not  6el 
toexift?  In  one  point  be  certainly  concurred,  iJuit  if  upon  a 
fuH  and  deliberate  confideration,  this  total  change  of  fyftem 
appeared  to  be  fraught  with  no  mifehievous  confe^aencesi 
undoubtedly  he  muft  defer  to  their  ftiperior  judgement :  bar 
the  difference  of  frtuatton  is  this,  they  af«  to  decide  on  the 
propriety  of  accepting  or  rgeAing  the  oier  when  made;  w€ 
are  to  judge  on  the  wifilom  of  ^mfking  it  j  and  nothing  (tfae 
noble  Lord  faid)  can  jnftify  that  in  his  opinion,  but  a  fere- 
knowledge  that  it  WW  be  accepted.  K  the  MiniAers  baTC 
any  fuch  grounds  of  expedlation,  they  ought  to  -be  -ftsted^ 
nn^  fpeculation  muft  give  way  to  theory:  bat  he  forewarned 
Miniflers,  as  the  moft  tmporififit  point  of  their  duty,  oa 
which  l*he  prefervation  of  every  Britlfli  iniereft  depended,  to 
beware  of  meafures  which  may  lead  the  Pailiament  ef  ^ 
kingdom  into  a  conteft  with  the  i^eople* 
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The  noble  Lord  faid^  there  was  an  eafy  and  flmple  method 
of  avoiding  this  embarrafTment,  by  dirclaiming  all  idea  of 
compuldon  upon  the  legiflature  of  Ireland,  in  any  of  the  cafes 
which  he  had  defcribed ;  he  thought  the  firitiih  Parliament 
fhould  be  fatisfied  with  eflabli/hing  the  principle,  that  uni- 
formity in  the  laws  of  trade  ought  to  prevail  between  tlie  two 
kingdoms  j  which  refolution,  being  exactly  fitted  to  meet 
the  declartion  made  by  ilie  Irifli  Parliament,  in  the  preamble 
to  Mr.  Yelverton's  a^,  wqu14  effedlualiy  bind  the  faith  of  - 
both  kingdoms  to  the  purpofe  in  quefiion,  without  raifing 
jealoufy  or  fufpicion.  And  he  farther  added,  that  the  refolu- 
tion  was  very  inaccurately  worded ;  that  it  pointed  out  no 
precife  time  within  which  regulations  of  the  Britiih  Parlia- 
ment are  to  be  adopted  by  Ireland,  and  that  confequcntly,  it 
might  produce  much  ill  blood,  and  give  occafion  to  one  king- 
dom to  charge  the  other  with  breach  of  faith,  if  the  executioa 
of  any  of  thele  regulations  was  deferred  by  one  Parlia- 
ment beyond  the  period  which  the  other  might  think  fufijci- 
ent ;  and  to  obviate  all  thefe  objeftions,  he  faid,  he  ihould 
move  to  leave  out  all  the  words  from  "  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
**  land,"  in  which  cafe  the  refolution  would  barely  (late,  "That 
*«  it  is  highly  important  to  the  general  intereft  of  the  Britifll 
**  empire,  that  the  laws  for  regulating  trade  and  navigatioQi 
'*  fliould  be  the  fame  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.** 

The  queftica  was  put  on  his  Lordibip's  amendment,  and 
pegativcd. 

Mr.  Edkn  moved  to  infert  a  prqvjfion  for  extending  the  ^'*  ^^* 
propofed  adoption  by  Ireland  of. certain  laws  to  be  originated 
in  Great  Britain,  to  Englifh  adls  of  Parliament   "£oncem- 
**  ing  feamen."  That  fqch  an  advantage,  if  attain.i^ble,  was  of. 

Sreat  importance,  could  not  be  denied;  and  furely,  if  Ireland 
lould  be  difpofed  to  recognize  a  power  in  Great  Britain  to 
perpetuate  nearly  the  vyhole  of  the  Irifli  additional  4uties,  and 
to  extend  them  to  any  amount,  and  to  make  for  eyer  new  re- 

Sulations  for  the  management  of  the  Irifli  trade,  (he  would  not 
efitate  to  ^dd  to  fuch  acknowledgement  a  farther  conceflion 
of  evident  importance  to  the  naval  ftrength  of  the  empire.  It 
was  4  moft  flriking  objeftion  to  the  propofed  arrangement, 
that  it  teiided  to  transfer  our  fliips  and  feamen  to  Ireland, 
without  fecuring  their  afiiflance  in  all  future  wars:  and  no  . 
meafure  was  taken  to  fix  and  rivet  the  connection  of  the  twb 
Jcingdoms,  at  the  time  when  we  were  poflibly  making  it  the 
eventual  interefl  of  Ireland  to  be  unwilling  to  engage  in  the 
xiCques  and  troubles  of  our  unavoidable  wars.  •  God  forbid 
that  fuch  a  circumflance  ihould  ever  t^ke  place;  but  under 
Vol.  XVIII.  '  3  L  tH« 
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the  prefent  propofitions,  the  prevention  of  it  was  fubcnitted 
blindly  to  the  interference  of  Providence*     A  few  years  ago, 
Ireland  had  called  louldly  on  Great  Britain,  to  mare  with 
her  **  one  conftitption,  one  commerce,  and  one  fate.**    The 
one  Gonftitution  had  been  givpn,  and  he  hoped  that  there  ex* 
ifted  no  where  a  patent  wiih  to  impair  it.    The  one  com- 
merce was  now  propofed,  though  certainly  in  a  mod  qneftion- 
able  fhape.     And  laftly,  it  remained  to  fecure  one  fate  to  the 
two  countries  :  this,  indeed,  was  a  great  work,  and  he  muft 
add,  with  the  mpft  ferious  concern,  that  the  prefent  propo- 
fitrons  tended  to  place  the  completion  of  it  at  a  moft  hopeieis 
diftance. 
9fr.  pour-       Mr.  Courtenay  rofe  and  fatd,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would 
<nfr«        excufe  him  for  claiming  their  attention  for  a  fliort  time,  to 
pfierliis  fentiments  again  on  a  propofition,  that  appeared  fo 
Important  and  interefting  to  him.    If  he  was  not  miftaken, 
this  propofition,  and  the  fubfequent  one,  aimed  an  infidions 
and  ungenerous  attack  on  the  cpnftitution  of  Ireland.     It 
would  be  faid,  that  this  did  not  ade£t  the  independence  <A 
Ireland,  becaufe  no  laws  or  regulations  c;in  be  pafled  without 
the  fan£tion  of  the  Irifli  Parnament :  he  fhould  admit,  that 
this  did  nor  take  away  their  independence  vi  tsf  armi>,  not 
fntkh  f^  forma ;  but  let  us  fee  whether  it  did  not  do  fo  fub- 
jVantially  and  in  eBe&.    Do  not  you  require  Ireland  hence* 
forward,  to  adopt  every  regulation  whatfoever  which  any 
future  Parliament,  under  the  condu£^  of  any  future  Minifter, 
may  think  proper  P  This  certainly  does  not  totally  deftroy  t}>e 
Irtm  legiHature,  but  it  precludes  (by  the  very  condition  ot  the 
compaa)  the  inherent  right  of  deliberation  and  rejeftion, 
);^h^ch. contains  the  fubftance,  fpirit,  and  eflential  principle  of 
a  free  Parliament.     Suppofe  a  fimilar  propofition  was  offered 
l>y'  Ireland ;  and  furely,  there  was  no  great  abfurdity  or  im- 
probability in  fuqh  a  fuppofition,   both  legilfatures,    Irifii 
and  Englifh  were  allowed  to, be  ecjualiy  independent;  might 
not,  therefore  (on  the  principle  of  reciprocity)  the  Irtlh  Par* 
liament  agree  to  pafs  tbefe  two  exceptionable  propofitions^ 
on  the  exprefs  condition,  that  in  certain  ftiputated  cafes,  the 
^nglifli  Parliament  would  likewife  agree  to  pafs  certain  laws 
and  regulations,  originally  propofed  and  ena^ed  in  the  IriA 
parliament  ?   How  would  fuch.a  propofal  be  received  in  that 
Houfe?   Would  it  not  be  received  with  indignation,  an^ 
treated  with  contempt  ?  He  called  on  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  anfwer  the  queftion  candidly  and  explicitlv. 
lie  doubted  whether  that  right  honourable  gentleman  woul4 
.     even  dare  to  o£Fer  fuch  a  propofition  to  the  Houfe,  though 
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khey.  had  Teen  frequent  Inft^nces  of  his  confidenc^e  aofiaod^* 
city>  both  lit  a  minority  and  niajority.  What  ceafon  was 
there  then  tafappofe^.  that  an  Irifti  Houiis  of  CoaiHK)ns  wpuld 
fubinic  to  fuch  a  degradation  of  their  dignity,  fuch  a  fliaaiefvl 
dereliAipn  of  their  independence  I  Partial  as  that  Houie  Was  to 
the  Miniilerof  tiie-day,  he  doubted  whether  there  was  a  ipan 
in  it  who  would  venture  to  fupport  thie  rigbt  honout^Ie 

fjefitleman  on  fuch  a  aueftion :  if  there  was  a  ilng^'maa 
ardy  enough  to  do  fo^  let  htni  rife  at  this  moiBent»  and  asro^ 
his  fentiments :  he  was  glad  there  was  none ;  for  it  gave,  hi^i 
a  happy  prefageof  the  lentiments  of  the  Iriia  Houie  of  Ccm* 
mens,  pn  a  iimilar  propofition,  a  happy:  prefage  of  that 
■itnly-  pride  and  chaia^riftic  fpirit  which  had  ever  dif*- 
tinguilhi^  them* 

The  fifth  propoGtiony  Mr»Couite,nay,aflerted»  wa^ea^al* 
ly  ii^fidious  and  injurious  { ^un^er  its  fpecious  prete3a  01  re- 
gulating duties,  it  bad  a  dire£k  tendency  to  fubje&  Ireland  to 
a  new  fyfiem  of  taxation,* at  the  difcretion  of  an  EngUXh 
Parliament*  As  all  goods  ^d  conuncfdities  of  the  growth, 
produce^*  and  mamifadkure  of  Britiih  or  foreign  colonies  in 
America  or  the  Weft.  Indies^  &c.  were  fubje&  to  the  fam6 
duties  and  reguUtionSf  ^s  the  fame  goods  are,  and  from  time 
to  time  ihall  be  fub^fi:  to^  upon  importation  into  Great  Bri- 
tain. How  will  this«4^  Ireland  ?  Let  tks  fliate  the  cafe  im- 
partially  between  the  tw«  countries;  the  one  extremely  opu^* 
lent,  the  other  extremely  poor.  Bv  vc;ftuig;the  uncontrolled 
power  in  the  rich,  of  impo^ng  auties  to  any  amount^  yoa 
fubjeAthe  pjoor  one  wholly  to  her  difcretion,  and  make  it 
in  many, cafes  (for  ini^ante,  in  the  importation  of  raw  manu- 
fa<Sturing  materials)  for  the  real  intereft  of  the  rich  country 
to  lay  fuch  heaVy  duties,  z$  qaay  almoft  amount  to  a  prohn 
bitibn,  and  thereby  pi?event  any  rivalihip  in  trade*;  that  a 
free  participation , of  all  commercial^  advantages  is  fpecioully 
held  out  to  induce  the  poor  country  (Ireland)  to  acbept  of 
fuch  delufive  propofitions. 

Is  this  condu^  likely  to  promote  that  harmony;  and  con- 
cord between  England  and- Ireland,  which  have  been  fo  often 
expatiated  on,  with  all  the  pomp  of  vain  deelamatioo, .  as  the 
crand  principle  of  this  politicat  union^  Still  itmiiftbeac- 
knowIcKlged  that  there  are  new  pfopofitions  introduced  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex^equer  among  his  modification^ 
and  regulations,  and  not  even  hinted  at  originally  by  Mra 
Oide  to  the  Irifli  Houie.  Probably,  indeed*  (if  one  might 
hazard  a  conjecture,  from  fheir  obvious  drift  ^nd -tendency) 
they  werefuggcfled  to  the  tight  hodourabk  gentleman  by  his 
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tirortht  guardian  and  coadjutor  (Mr.  Jenkinfon)  who  tat  at 
his  rigtit  hand,  and  was  defervedTy  high  in  his  confidence  and 
.  favour.  He  certainly  thought  it  for  the  benefit  of  both  c»un* 
tries  that  Ireland  fhould  give  up,  not  eo  mmine^  but  fuhftan- 
tially  and  efiedlually,  the  independence  of  her  legiflatore: 
and  this  is  probably  only  part  of  his  great  fyflem ;  he  is  only 
Tio^  feeling  his  way;  and  as  the  bufinefs  of  next  year  will 
probably  be  a  commercial  treaty  with  Amerrca,  he  flat- 
ters himfelf  fhe  may  be  induced,  by  the  example  of  Ireland, 
to  make  a  voluntary  furrender  of  her  independence,  and  per- 
haps fubmit  in  fome  inftances  to  external  taxation  :  fe  that 

.  what  he  has  loft  by  a  lyftem  of  violence,  may  be  recovered 
by  a  profound  fyftem  of  political  wifdom»  and  luperier  adroit- 
nefs  in  negociatien,  and  England  may  again  fiourifli  at  the 
head  of  a  great  empire,  and  eftablifh  and  maintain  her  ac- 
knowledged fu^ioritj  over  America,  Ireland,  and  all  her 
other  fubordinate  appendages.     But  be  this  as  it  may,  this 

-  plan  muft  be  produSive  of  great  diflatisfaftion  and  jealoofy ; 
for  cbferve  the  courfe  and  order  of  things  ;  Ireland  firft  ob- 
tained feveral  commercial  privileges  from  England  ;  £he  faw 
clearly  that  the  continuance  of  thofe  commercial  advantages 
xnufl  ftill  be  precarious,  tilt  ihe  had  obtained  an  independent 
legiflature  to  guard  and  proted  thofe  commercial  prt^iieges. 
But  the  order  of  things  is  now  reverfed,  and  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  attempts  to  (educe  Irjeland  to  give  up  her 
power  of  legiflature  in  commercial  points,  and  offers  her  the 
EngliOi  market  by  wav  of  a  commutation,  for  the  furrender 
of  her  conftitution*  Such  delufive  and  chimerical  advantages 
will  hardly  impofe  on  the  clear- difcerning  fpirit  of  the  people 
of  Ireland;  efpecially  as  the  original  eleven  propofit  ions  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Orde  are  totally  changed  in  fubftance  and 
fpirit  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;    and  Ireland, 

.  inftead  of  the  golden  commercial  helmet,  tendered  with  all 
the  pomp  of  Quixotifm  by  Mr.  Orde,  muft  now  accept  of 
the  barber's  bafon,  prefented  to  her  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Courtenav  obferved,  that  another  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  inadvertently,  in  a  former  de- 
bate, been  too  explicit,  and  difcovered  too  mu<!h  of  the  infi- 
dious  fyflem,  now  fo  ardently  purfued  by  the  prefent  Admi* 
niftration.  He  had  candidly  acknowledged,  that  the  mono- 
poly of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  was  more  than  an  equiva- 
lent for  all  the  commercial  advantages  offered  Ireland,  by 
opening  the  Englifli  markets.     That  was  undoubtedly  true; 

^  fer  at  the  expiration  of  the  prefent  charter  of  the  Eaft -India 

Com- 
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Company,  Ireland  was  certainly  intitled  to  a  free  participa*' 
tion  of  that  extenfiveand  valuable  branch  of  commerce;  but 
now  England  was  in  a  manner  obliged  to  continue  that  inju- 
rious monopoly,  becaufe  Ireland  was  only  bound  to  purcbafe 
all  Eafl -India  goods  through  England,  daring  the  exiftence 
of  fuch  an  excludve  monopoly^  confequently  an  £ngIiih,Mi- 
nifter  was  now  furnifiied  with  a  plaufible  apology  to  urge  to 
the  people  of  England,  for  renewing  tbat  monopoly,  however 
detrimental  to  the  public  intereft;  for  b&  might  plauilbly  al* 
ledge^  that  Ireland  was  no  longer  bound,  except  during  the 
continuance  of  that  injurious  monopoly  ;  and,  therefore,  it 
.was  mora  for  the  intereft  of  England  to  continue  it,  than  tjp 
permit  Ireland  to  trade  diredly  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  which 
ihe  would  be  intitled  to  do  if  the  trade  was  laid  op^n*  Sqch 
were  the  fubftantial  advantages  which  Ireland  was  to  refiga 
for  ever :  if  the  whole  of  the  propolitions  had  been  originally 
laid  before  the  Irifli  Parliament,  and  if  they  had  ac<ieptea 
them,  Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  he  would  be  the  laft  man  who 
would  prefome  to  di^r  from  them  on  that  grea.t  and  impom 
tant  fubjeiSl.  They  were  the  heft  judges  of  the  relative  litua- 
tion  of  their  country ;  they  were  the  cooflitutiooal  guardians 
^nd  prote&ors  of  the  people^  they  werd  men  of  the  moft  en- 
lightened and  capacious '  minds,  •diAinguiihed  for  abilitie9» 
public  fpirit,  and  penetration ;  ftill  lie  hoped,  that  without 
prefuroption,  he  might  venture  to  hazard  bis  opinion  on  the 
probable  etkSts  of  commercial  propofitions  which  had  .mib 
as  yet  come  under  their  cognizance,  and  which,  in  bis  judgi9- 
ment,  were  an  infringement  on  their  free  conftitution.  <  Jea- 
loufy  and  difiatisfa^lion  had  always  beenexcited  in  thi^  coun- 
try;  reciprocal  complaints  would  probably  lake  place  in  both 
countries:;  fuch  were  the  harmony,  concord,  and  union,  w 
had  too  much  reafon  to  expect.  Indeed,  the  evidence  of  the 
maniifafturers  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  had  probably  arifen 
from  grofs  miftakes,  or  total  ignpfancq  of  the  real  utuation 
of  Ireland.  He;  was  far  from  throwing  any  ungenerous  r^- 
fle<Slions  on  fuch  a  refpeflable  body  of  oien,  who  bad  {p6k» 
well^  and  offered  fentiments  honeflly  and  fincerely,  and  h^id 
a£led  with  the  utmoft  candour,  fairnefs,  and  integrity  ;  but 
a  moment's  coufideration  would  convince  them  that  their 
apprehenfions  were  abfoiutely  groundlefs.  It  bad  been  r^pe^t- 
edly  urged,  that  Ireland  had  no  taxes,  wliile  the  people  pf 
England  were  opprefled  and  loaded ;  but  what  were  truly  ibe  * 
comparative  and  refpei^ive  ftate  of  .both  countries?  l^hp.trwc 
way  of  computing  the  burdens  of  a  nation  was,  to  compute 
them  from  the  income  of  the  whole  people  i  partly  out  of 

reus. 


44^  Parliamentary       A.i7ts. 

tvmtf  partly  out  of  labour,  md  partly  oat  of  trade,  either 
for  home  confumptiofl  or  exportation. 

The  people  <^  England,  as  nearly  as  it  oovld  betompatei 
and  as  it  had  been  computed  by  the  beft  writers  on  political 
arlchmetici  are  8,000,000,  and  their  medium  expence  per  bod 
i6lr  which  is  the  true  national  inoocne  (for  men  caMiot  fpend 
moae,  or  have  left,  than  they  receire  or  gain)  8o»ooOkOOol« 
The  taxes  of  Enghiady  even  with  all  its  enormous  debt,  ik 
iiot\one*fixth  of  the  incotee  of  the  People*  Thepeopk  of 
Ireland  are  not  quite  2,  jco,ooo ;  tbeir  medium  expenoe  behal 
by  no  computation  ever  yet  made  above  50s.;  he  faid  he 
iho«ki  luppofe  it  3L,  6,250,0001*  per  aimum.  Irelaiid  wtr 
raiffes  in  taxes  near  1,500,000!.  pear  annunci,  naat  a  fifth  •( 
her  whole  income.  This  common  cant  about  the  Ihfli  uxti, 
arofii  from  hence,  that  they  have  not  the  (ame  taxes,  oooi- 
lially  the  fame,  with thofe  of  England:  but  then  thcrf  hate 
fome  that  are  of  the  fame  nature  in  reality,  and  olfates  infi- 
nitely  more  grievous,  and  that  operate  more  heavily  allld^ 
trimentally :  for  inftance,  the  Iriih  quit  rent,  ctotm  rents, 
and  hearth  money,  may  be  coniidered  as  a  land  tax,  ^hidi 
undoubtedly  they  are,  andproduceabout  tio^oooL  perao- 
-num ;  fo  that  Ireland  pays  in  reality  a  land  tax  equal  toaboie 
iiu  M.  in  the  pound,  and  that  cooftantly  in  the  time  -of  peace 
and  war,  befides  taxes  on  its  import«« 

It  fliould  aUb  be  coniidered,  that  the  rents  of  Eif  land  are 
full  2i,ooo,oool.  per  annum,  and  the  tents  of  Ireland  are  at 
fiioft  but  2,ooo,oooL  Now  coniidering  the  immenfe  HA- 
feaceof  the  Irtfli  and  EngliAi  exports  and  imports  (which 
fliouid  alfo  be  taken  into  the  account)  the  amazing  capitak 
of  England,  her  (kill,  experience,  and  long  hsdiits  of  indufirf, 
•if  il  to  be  imagined,  after  fobjefilitig  herfelf  again  to  the  coo- 
trol  of  the  firitiih  l^rflature,  reftrkSiHg  herielf  to  the  mo- 
nopoly of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  allowing  her  finign 
trade  to  be  cramped,  and  thue  refigping  the  moft  iblidand 
labftantial  advantages,  is  it  to  be  prefumod,  that  fiie  will  be 
able  to  rival  and  underfel  the  £nglifli  manubAurer?  Tl^ 
advantages  fallacioufly  held  out,  Ihe  will  find  to-  bedelniire 
•  and  chimerical ;  and  ne  again  repeated,  ihe  would  find  ber- 
felf  difappointed ;  ihe  ^i^old  coniider  thefe  ameoded  pcopo- 
fitions  as  im orious  and  infidioos ;  as  a  mockery  cd  the  off' 
chants,  a  reftrt€lion  of  her  free' trade^  an  infiilt  on  heronani' 
fafturers,  an  infringement  on  her  conftttotion,  a  degradatioD 
of  her  legiflature,  and  a  humiliation  of  a  fpitited  and  f^m^ 
people,  who  merited  better  treatanent  from  the  Mioiilcrof 
the  Cro^vn,  aad.the  Parliament  of  England^ 
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Mr.  Jolliji  (sAif  he  hiid  conceived  the  mod  dreadfirt  ap-yy  jH'il^ 
prehenfions  of  the  propoiitions  ,now  before  the  I|aufe ;  fao 
thought  they  were  liable  to  produce  every  «vil  cenfequence^ 
and  that  no  benefit  could  poffibly  arife  from  them  to  this 
country:  they  yielded  to  Ireland  a  competition  with  the  En^. 
glifh  manufafturer,  even  at  our  markets,  and  tended  to*  en^ 
rich  that  country  by  the  impoverifliment  of  this.  But  ia 
this  (the  4th)  proportion,  he  faw  indeed  an  attempt  at  what 
he  tliought  a  refumption  of  what  was  timidly,  unwifely,  and 
raflily  yielded  by  his  friends.  The  legiflation  for  the  empire 
at  large  had  been,  contrary  not  only  to  prudence^  but  to 
common  fenfe,  given  out  of  the  power  of  the  Englifli  ParUa«- 
ment.  What  could  be  fo  abfurd,  or  fuch  a  contradidiion  in 
terms,  as  to  talk  of  an  empire  without  the  power  of  external 
legiflation  for  the  whole  of  that  empire  ?  How  were  the  im- 

f^ortant  concerns  of  the  whole  to  be  direrfted  but  by  one  Par** 
lament ;  and  who  could  imagine  that  that  Parliament  fkould 
be  any  other  than  the  Parliament  of  that  country  where  the 
executive  power  redded,  and  where  the  feat  of  empire  was  IsrI- 
mtttedtobe?  In  this,  therefore,  he  approved  of  this  propefi«. 
tion ;  and  from  this,  he  hoped  the  ri^ht  honourable  gentle* 
man  would  never  depart :  it  was  reftoring  to  this  country  a 
mod  important  obje^,  without  which,  our  connexion  with 
Ireland  was  not  only  of  no  value,  but  was  a  weight,  an«x* 
pence,  and  an  incumbrance.  To  redaim'that  to.which  Ire^ 
land  never  had  a  right,  and  which  muft  be  injurious  to*hef, 
as  well  as  to  England,  was  boldly  to  efieA  a  benefit  to  both 
countries,  and  in  that  the  Minifter  had  his  concnrrenoey 
though  not  in  any  other  refpe^i, 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  as  the  queftion  was  going  to  be  put,  and  Wr.  Sheri^ 
faid,  that  as  the  perfevering  filence  of  Mintfters  made  it  ira- 
poifible  for  him  to  guefs  whether  they  meant  to  admit  the 
amendment  or  not,  and  as  they  had  purfued  the  fame  condu€b  ^ 
in  rejeAing  the  amendment  moved  by  the  noble  Lord  rtear 
'him,  whi(ih  he  had  the  honour  of  feconding,  he  would  tdire 
that  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  the  refolution  generally  as  it 
had  been  framed,  and  defended  by  the  Minifter,  before  tt 
ihould  become  ftill  more  objeClionable^  by  extending  the 

Jowers  it  was  to  lodge <in  Great  Britain  over  the  fifterkin^ 
om.  This,  at  leaft,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  was  a  queftion  011 
which  gentlemen  were  no  longer  to  hear  ^e  defines  and  w)flie$ 
p(  Ireland  urged  as  arguments  for  their  concurrence ;  it  was 
n  matter  wholly  and  entirely  new:  it  was  fo  far  from  befing 
any  part  of  the  ofier  made  by  Ireland,  that  it 'bad  not  evea  been 

•  ■ miit^ 
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liint^Jat  oi*  alluded  to  in  the  Irifh  Parliament;  it  never  bad 
been  once  glanced  at  by  Mr.  Orde ;  it  formed  no  part  of  the 
cpnilderation  recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  Parlia-* 
ments  of  both  kingdoms  in  His  Majeilv's  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  throne :  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  queftions  re- 
ferred to  the  inveftigation  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Coun* 
cil ;  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  (Mr,  Pitt) 
in  opening  this  bufinefs  to  the  Britifli  Parliament,  had  not  ut- 
tered one  word  that  tended  to  ihew  that  this  propofitioa 
was  efl[ential  to  the  fettlement  propofcd  between  the  two 
kingdoqfis.  The  queftion  then  was,  whether  the  new  pro- 
^fition  now  in  debate  contained  matter  fit  to  be  propofed 
from  the  Parliament  of  this  country  to  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land? In  his  confcience,  he  thoDghr  it  did  not :  it  was  inju- 
rious to  make  the  offer,,  and  it  was  folly  to  believe  it  could 
be  accepted  ;  it  was  not  enough  ro  fay,  that  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland  ought  not  or  dared  not  agree  to  it ;  they  had 
not  the  powers  to  accede  to  it ;  it  would  be  a  conceflion 
, beyond  the  limits  of  their  truft;  they  would  betray  the 
confidence  repofed  in  them,  and  the  Iriih  nation  would  fpurn 
at  the  bondage  which  their  degenerate  reprefentatives  had  no 
authority  to  engage  they  fliould  fubmit  to. 

Much  had  been  argued  on  a  former  day  relative  to  the  ex- 
tent  and  fpiritof  this  propofitioii.  The  event  and  cpncluiloa 
of  ail  thofe  arguments  from  both  fides  of  the  Houle  war- 
ranted him  now  in  aflerting,  that  this  refolution  went,  in  the 
fuUell  extent,  to  a  complete  refumption  of  the  right  of  exter- 
nal legiQation,  fo  lately  exercifed,  but  fofolemnly  renounced 
by  Great  Britain  over  Ireland.  It  was  unneceflary  to  repeat 
thofe  arguments ;  no  perfon  would  again  attempt  to  main- 
tain, that  this  was  a  meafure  of  experiment,  or  that  it  was 
in  the  power  of  Ireland,  to  poflefs  herfelf  of  the  greateft  pte- 
fent  benefits  from  this  country,  which  fo  many  gentlemen 
contended  (he  would  immediately  obtain,  as  a  transfer  of  Bri- 
tiOi  capital,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  Britifli  manufadures; 
^nd  then,  by  refufing  to  place  upon  her  flatute  book  (bene 
z&  of  this  leg'flature  which  fhe  was  bound  to  have  adopted, 
void  and  annul  the  whole  of  this  fettlement,  and  revert  on- 
niQlel^ed  to  her  prefent  iituation.  A  full  explanation  had  been 
given  on  this  fubjedl ;  the  conclufions  from  which  went  di{- 
lindly  to  this,  that  the  prefent  fettlement  was  final  and  per- 
petual. 1  hat  ^he  contra£ling  parties  in  this  momentous  bu- 
finefs  being  prefumed  to  aft  with  perfe(^  forefight  of  the 
confequence  of  theif  irrevocable  engagements,  neither  party 
CouM  depart  from  any  article  ilipulated,  without  breach  of 

faith. 
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faith;  Such  an  idfra£lior|  in  the  flronger  power  would  be  ail 
a£k  of  defpotifm  and  oppreflion,  and  would  juftify  the  utmofi 
extent  of  refiilance  in  th^  weaker  :  it  would  be  a  dir^dt  at« 
tempt  to  difengage  herfelf  from  all  connection  with,  or  rela* 
tion  to  the  empire,  and  would  authorife  the  vigour  of  coer-* 
cion.  This  was  the  footing  upon  which  the  two  countries 
mufi  in  future  be  underftood  to  b^  united  :  upon  this  vieWf 
it  would  be  an  impofition  on  common  fenfe  to  pretend,  that 
Ireland  could  in  future  have  the  exercife  of  fVee  will  or  difqre- 
tion  upon  any  of  thofe  fubje£ts  of  legiflation  on  which  fhe 
now  ftipulated  to  follow  the  edi£ts  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  it 
wasa  miferable  fophiftry  to  contend,  that  her  beibg  permit*^ 
ted  the  ceremony  of  placing  thofe  laws  upon  her  own  fiatute 
book,  as  the  form  of  promulgating  them,  was  an  argument,^ 
that  it  was  not  the  Britifh  but  the  Irifh  ftatute  which  bound 
the  people  of  Ireland.  F«r  his  part,,  if  he  were  a  Member  o£ 
the  Irifli  Parliament,  he  fhould  prefer  the  meafu re  of  ena£l« 
ing  by  one  deciiive  vote,  that  all  Britifh  laws,  to  the  pur- 
pofes  ftipulated,  ihould  have  immediate  operation  in  Ireland 
as  in  Great  Britain,  chufing  rather  to  avoid  the  mockery  of 
enabling  without  deliberation,  and  deciding  where  they  had 
no  power  to  diflent :  where  fetters  were  to  be  worn,  it  was  a 
wretched  ambition  to  contend  for  the  diftinftion  of  faflening 
our  own  fhackles. 

If  this  was  a  fair  conftru£lion  of  the  purport  and  necefTary 
confequences  of  the  refblution,  was  it  a  flight  and  trifling 
confideiation,  when  we  refledbed  on  the  folemn  and  decifive 
manner  in  which  the  faith  of  the  two  countries  had  beeii 
engaged  on  this  fubjecSl  ?  Whether  Great  Britain  Ihould  in-, 
fidioufly,  by  furprife,  and  collaterally,  as  it  were,  make  a 
propofal,  which  would  argue  in  her  a  repentance  of  the 
bounty,  or  rather  of  the  juftice,  which  fhe  had  done  to  Ire- 
land, and  which,  if  not  accepted,  would  necefiarily  dellroy 
for  ever  all  confidence  in  that  country  towards  Great  Britain; 
on  thofe  great  conftitutional  queflions  which  fhe  had  fhewa 
were  fo  near  to  her  breafl,  and  fo  valued  above  all  other  ad- 
vantages fhe  had  either  claimed  or  acquired  ?  It  had  been  fo- 
lemnly  flipulated  between  the  two  kingdoms,  that  •*  The 
**  right  claimed  by  Ireland,  to  be  bound  in  all  cafes  what- 
•*  ever,  only  by  laws  made  by  the  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
*'  mons,  of  Ireland^  fhould  never  more  be  queflioned,  or  . 
**  queflionable/'  This  refolution  did  not  queftion  that  right; 
No,  certainly  it  did  not:  it  only  offered  to  bai^ain  for  it; 
abd  propofed  conditions  on  which  the  right  was  to  be  reliQ* 
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(juiik^d  for  ever  by  Ireland*  But  who  are  the  parties  n^oci- 
ating,  and  under  what  circomflances  is  the  treaty  carried  on? 
A  final  commercfot  arrangement  h  declared  to  be  neceflary  to 
the  futare  good  tinderftanding  between  the  two  coantries ;  and 
by  this  final  arrangement,  it  is  declared  by  Britain,  to  be  aa 
indifpenfable  condition,  that  Ireland  fhould  give  up  ail  kgiila- 
tive  authority  in  matters  of  trade  and  navigation;  and  this 
condition  is  not  fairly  put  forward  in  the  outfet  of  the  treaty, 
but  Ireland  is  treacheroufiy  encouraged  to  demand  a  benefit, 
and  then  a  price  is  exa£ked  greater  than  any  favour  Britain 
can  beflow  ;  while  by  the  manner  of  ftating  it,  Ireland  is  at 
the  fame  time  given  to  underiland,  that  tliere  can  never  be 
^  peace  or  cordianty  between  the  two  countries  till  fhe  acqoi- 
efces  in  the  facrifice. 

When  a  ftrong  power,  confcious  of  its  fnperiorrty,  treati 
with  a  weaker  one  upon  fach  terms,  it  may  not  quefiion,  in- 
deed, the  right  to  the  pofieflion  wifhed  for,  but  it  does  noore, 
it  hints  a  menace  on  the  confequence  oi  withholding  it;  dt? 
letter  of  thecompaft  is  hot  infringed,  but  the  fpirit  of  it  is 
violated.     Here,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  would  not  enter  rata 
a  difcuffion,  whether  it  was  not  reafonahle  in  any  adnini- 
Aration,  at  any  \ime,  to  entertain  an  apprehenfion,  that  great 
di£Bculties  might arife  in  the  government  of    two  countries, 
each  poileilitng  an  independent  legiflature^  efpecially  in  mat- 
ters of  commerce  and  navigatibn.     To  argue  theoretically  on 
fucb  a  fituation,  undoubtedly  many  apprehenfions  might  be 
.^oftifiable ;  but  what  had  been  the  event  f  It  bad  not  proved 
them  to  be  well  founded ;  but  whatever  fears  were  entertained 
on  the  fubjofl,  this  he  was  (ure  of,  that  the  only  mode  of  trea- 
ting with  Ireland,  in  a  point  of  fuch  magnitude,  was  by  fair, 
explicit,  and  ingenuous  plain  dealing.    U  the  Britiih  Govtrn- 
Ifient  really  thought  it  eflential  to  the  future  good  underAand. 
ing,  and  to  the  common  intcf^fls  of  the  two.kingdoms,  that  the 
power  of  legiflating  to  particular  obje£ls  fliould  be  lodged  in 
one  kingdom^  only  for  the  common  benefit  of  both,  and  of 
eonfequence  in  that  kingdom  which  was  the  head  of  the 
empire,  it  fhould  have  been  diAin£\ly  fo  flated  in  theiiril 
overture  made  to  the  Irifh  Parliament,  as  the  bafis  of  a  per- 
manent agreement.     If,  then,  upon  due  deliberation,  and  full 
communication  with  their  coaftituents  and  with  the  country 
at  Urge,  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom  had  thought  it  adrile- 
able,  and  had  been  authorifed  to  treat  for  the  furrender  of 
tfaofe  rights  which  they  had  fo  lately  deemed  the  only  fafe- 
guard  either  of  their  commerce  or  their  conftitution,  and 
which  they^  gloried  fo  much  to  have  obtained  by  their  &mi 
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virtvous  ami  fptrited  exertions,  then,  undoubtedly,  whatever 
he  might  have  thought  of  their  prudence,  he  fliould  not  have 
held  himfeif  at  liberty  to  make  the  fame  comments  on  the 
proceeding.  Inftead  of  this»  all  had  been  delufion^  tricky  and 
fallacy;  a  nevv  fcheme  of  commercial  arrangement  i£  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Irifh  as  a  boou^  and  the  furrender  of  their  con- 
Aitiition  is  tacked  to  it  as  a  mercantile  regulation.  Ireland^ 
newly  efcaped  from  barih  trammels  and  fevere  difcipline,  is 
treated  like  a  high-mettled  horfe,  hard  to  catch ;  and  the  IriQi 
Secretary 9.  is  to  return  to  the  field,  foothingand  coaxing  him^  . 
with  a  fieve  of  provender  in  one  band,  hut  with  a  bridle  in  the 
pther,  ready  to  flip  over  his  head  while  be  is  fnuffing  at  the 
food.  But  this  political  jpckeyfhip,  he  was  convinced,  would 
not  fucceed ;  Ireland  would  fpurn  at  any  offer  to  which  fuch 
a  condition  was  to  be  annexed  ;  fhe  would  now  plainly  fe^ 
that  this  alarming  condition^  now  indeed  declared  to  be  the  * 
eilence  and  vital  principle  of  the  whole  fettlement,  though 
introduced  as  an  after-thought,  as  if  were,  and  as  a  confe* 
quence  of  the  tenor  of  the  requiiitions  made  by  Ireland,  was, 
no  doubt,  the  firft  original  obje£l,  afid  contained  the  feed  and 
fource  of  the  whole  bofinefs*  He  was  the  more  confirmed 
in  this  opinion,  from  recol]e£ling  many  paflages  in  the  right 
honourable  mover's  fpeecbes  fince  he  firft  opened  this  matter f' 
although  it  was  npt  then  tbooght  prudent,  even  to  bint,  that 
fuch  a  ftipulation  /hould  foe  part  of  the  treaty,  be  conftantljr 
made  it  a  topic  of  accufation  againft  his  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Fox)  >tbat  he  had  permitted  Ireland  to  aflert  thfi 
freedom  of  her  conditution  unconditionally,  and  without 
zeferving  to  Great  Britain  a  neceflary  control  over  her  irado 
and  navigation. 

Here  Mr.  Sheridan  went  into  a  full  defence  of  Che  conduA 
of  his  right  honourable  friend  on  that  occaGon«  he  reminded 
(he  Houfe  of  the  circumftances  of  the  tioKS ;  the  (Ituatton  itt 
which  Ireland  then  (loodf  and  maintained^  that  the  declara- 
tory Aatute  which  Ireland  dem^inded  to  be  repealed,  W4s  mow 
difgraceful  to  the  Journals  of  that  Houfe,  and  more  a  libel 
on  the  principles  of  this  country, <  thaa  injurious  to  the  peo- 
ple whod)  it  infulted :  but  wa9  there  a  nian  in  that  houfe 
who  would  (land  up  and  fay,  that  conditions  ought  to  have 
been  made  with  Ireland  annexed  to  this  ponceflion,  if  a  con« 
oeffion  it  might  be  called  ?  Was  there  a  man  who  ftated  this 
to  be  his  opinion  at  the  time  i  If  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  fo  frequently  repeats  this  charge,  has  to  plead  in  his 
excufe,  that  be  was  not  then  pofleflfed  of  all  that  political  fere, 
fight^  and  coafumroate  fagacity,  which  three  years  experience 
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had  gTvbn  him,  how  came  it  that  his  new  ally,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  by  his  fide  (Mr.  Jenkinion)  whofe  pru- 
dence and  abilities  were  certainly  not  immature  at  that  time, 
fo  far  deferted  his  duty,  as  never  to  proteft,  while  the  meafare 
'  was  in  its  progrefs,  againft  the  indifcretion  and  raihnels  of  a 
Minifter,  whom  he  had  no  reafon  to  favour,  nor  once  to  warn 
him,  that  he  was  inconiiderately  placing  the  two  countries  in 
a  fituation  in  which  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  ftand,  and 
inducing  Parliament  to  relinquiOi  a  right,  which  it  would  he 
indifpenfably  necefTary,  on  the  firft  opportunity,  to  refucne; 
fortunately  for  the  peace  and  future  union  of  the  two  king- 
doms, no  fuch  miferable  and  narrow  policy  entered  into  this 
mind  of  his  right  honourable  friend  ;  he  difdained  the  injuf- 
tice  of  bargaining  with  Ireland  on  fuch  a  fubjeAi  nor  would 
Ireland  have  liilened  to  him  if  he  had  attempted  it.  She  had 
not  applied  to  purchafe  a  conflitution,  and  if  a  tribute  or  con- 
tribution had  been  demanded  in  leturn  for  what  was  then 
granted,  thpfe  patriotic  fpirits  who  were  at  that  time  leading 
the  opprefTed  people  of  that  infulted  country  to  the  attainment 
of  their  juft  rights,  would  have  pointed  to  other  modes  of  ac- 
quiring them,  would  have  called  to  them  in  the  words  of  Ca- 
inillus,  arma  aptare  atque  ferro  non  auro  patriam  et  lihartatem 
ncuperare* 

But  if  he  had  been  furprifed  at  this  fort,  of  language 
coming  from  thofe  genilemen,  he  had  been  much  more  aile- 
niflied  at  another  right  honourable  gentleman's  declaration, 
/Mr.  Grenville)  that  when  he  had  been  in  an  official  fituation 
in  Ireland^  he.  had  wifhed  for,  and  meditated  a  fettlement  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  upon  the  principle  of  the  prefent 
propofed  fyftem.  Had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  forgot 
thefecond  legiflative  a£t  pafied  by  this  Parliament,  in  acknow 
fnent  of  the  conftitutional  rights  of  Ireland  ?  Had  he  forgot 
that  that  aft  was  a  meafure  of  his  Admin  id  rat  ion  ?  And  did  he 
remember  the  folemn  pledge,  there  given,  to  remove  for  ever 
all  doubt,  that  any  power,  but  the  King,  Lords,  aixl  Com- 
mons, of  Ireland,  ihould  di£bte,  in  a  legiflative  capacity,  to 
that  country  }  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated, 
that  this  aft  had  become  abfolutely  neceflary ;  for  that  Ireland, 
almoft  to  a  man,  had  conceived  that  the  iimple  repeal  of  the 
6th  of  George  the  Firft  had  not  reftored  to  them  the  fecuriry 
of  their  conftitution,  which  yet  remained  to  be  acquired. 
|f  this  was  the  cafe,  and  a  bargain  were  necefiary^  then  was 
the  time  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  have  propofed 
|iis  conditions,  and  not  to  have  permitted  thofe  for  whom  he 
obtained  this  new  acknowledgement^  to  have  conceived  him 
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to  have  been  the  champion  for  a  more  folemn  and  explicit  re- 
nunciation of  the  legiflative  claims  of  Great  Britain  over  Ire- 
land, if  he  had  in  his  mind  a  referve,  that  a  fettlement  was 
even  then  necelTary,  -which  fhouid  re-ailert  thofe  claims,  and 
degrade  Ireland  to  her  former  ftate  of  fervile  dependence. 

With  regard  to  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  it  was  ridiculous  to 
argue,  tliat  any  circumfUnces  had  Cnce  o<^curred  to  juftify  or 
call  for  the  prefent  arrangement.  It  had  been  attempted  to 
be  proved  in  the  Report  otthe  Committee  of  Privy  Council, 
that  Ireland  had  begun  to  fhew  a  hoftile  difpofition  towards 
Great  Britain,  and  that  fhe  had  pafled  two  or  three  ads,  im- 
pofing  duties  on  fome  articles  of  firitifli  export.  It  was  idle 
to  reafon  from  fuch  trivial  circumftances.  One  or  two  of 
thefe  a€ls^  it  was  known,  had  pafled  the  Iri/h  Parliament  ra* 
ther  by  ftealth,  and  through  inadvertency.  No  material  prin- 
ciple, upon  which  the  two  countries  were  to  remain  connect- 
ed, had  been  violated  ;  and  when  we  confider  the  perpetual 
fhifcing  of  the  Government  and  fyftem  in  Ireland,  that  every 
three  months  wafted  over  a  new  Lord  Lieutenantj  the  only 
wonder  was,  that  thofe  principles  had  been  fo  fteadily  adhered  to. 
The  clamour  and  riots  of  Dublin  had  alfo  been  reforted  to  as 
pretences  for  this  arrangen^ent ;  this  fort  of  argument  had 
been  fuflictently  reprobated  by  a  right  honourable  friend  of 
his  (Mr.  Burke)  on  a  former  day,  but  if  clamour  was  to  be 
attended  to,  let  the  meaning  of  it,  where  there  was  any,  be 
preferred  to  the  noife.  Had  the  Irifli  clamoured  for  the  pre- 
fent fettlement,  or  for  any  one  article  contained  in  it  i  Had 
they  been  loud  in  demanding  acccfs  to  the  Britilh  market,  in 
preference  to  prote6ting  duties  ?  Had  they  requefted  to  be  tied 
for  ever  to  the  Britifh  monopoly  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  to 
have  the  price  of  the  commodities  of  thofe  colonies  increafed 
upon  them  ?  Had  they  complained,  that  fortune  had  oflered 
the  trade  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  them  without 
condition  or  reftraint  ?  Had  they  vehemently  exprefled  their 
apprehenfions,  that  the  rich  commerce  of  the  Eaft  would 
fpeedily  be  open  to  them,  if  efFeAual  meafures  were  not  taken 
to  prevent  it  ?  Had  they  regretted,  that  they  were  burdened 
with  a  furplus  of  the  hereditary  revenue?  Had  they  called 
out,  that  they  were  tired  of  their  l^iflative  independence,  and 
entreated  to  be  relieved  from  it  ? — But  the  fallacy  of  ftating 
fuch^flimfy  ground  as  the  fuppofed  cry^  of  the  populace,  as  the 
real  origin,  and  fpur  of  this  important  arrang  ment,  was  too 
obvious  to  be  commented  on.  The  true  fpring  and  incentive  to 
this  artful  and  complicated  buGnefs  evidently  lurked  in  this 
fourth  pernicious  refolution,  the  tendency  of^  which  was  of  a 
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piece  wk^  their  whole  (fRem  of  government  ia  Ireland^ 
with  the  arbitrary  and  illegal  proceediiifs  of  their  agents  in  the 
huliiiefs  of  ottachofents,  with  their  attacks  on  the  Itl^erty  of 
Ithe  pfei^ ;  meafures  arguing  a  mind  hofiile  io  the  tuxe princi- 
ples ef  <soQftk4itiocKil  ireedom,  and  JAiftifyinsr  us  in  preftuniog 
that  fimilfifr  ikeps  would  be  fiurCued  in  this  country,  if  they 
V         -could  be  ^a&ifed  with  equal  impunity. 

Mr.  Sheridan  ijhw  adverted  to  what  the  noUe  Lord  in  the 
UueribbMid  (Lord  North)  had  faid,  was  hif  conception  of  the 
fpirk  of  the  propofition  tbetp  in  debate.  The  aobie  Lord  had 
jirery  iairly  Aated,  that  it  was  Doqueftionably  a  propofal  on  tb« 
part  -of  the  Bfi|ti&  Parlianient,  that  Ireland  fhould,  upon  cer- 
tain conditions,  furrender  hpt  no^racknowfedged  right  of  ex- 
ternal legiflation,  and  return^  as  to  that  point,  to  the  fituation 
from  whioh  flie  had  emancipued  herfelf  in  ;  782.  The  noble 
Jjofd  had  j^fo  added,  that  though  he  in^ht  not  approve  of  the 
IBanaer  and  circumfiances  under  which  this  offbr  was  made^ 
yet  he  (incerely  hoped,  that  Tneland  would  forget  both,  and 

Crceive  her  intereft  in  acceding  to  the  propofal*  The  noble 
krd  was  right  in  faying,  that  Ireland  muft  forget  before  fh< 
MuU  confent ;  but  ihe  had  more  to  forget  than  the  infidious 
ftnd  unfair  manner  in  which  this  propofal  come  to  her;  ihe 
IBuA  foi^el,  that  Great  Britain  ever  had  the  power  now  re* 

J«ired  to  be  conceded  to  her ;  Ihe  nufl;  £M-get  the  ufe  Great 
trttain  made  of  ift  while  fhe  polMed  it.  And  by  what  argu- 
ments  is  Ireland  ^  be  induced  torelinqaiih  this  right  ?  Can  it 
beilated  to  her,  that  ihe  has  ever  once  exercifed  it  to  the  in- 
jury of  this  country  i  No;  bu^  we  are  told,  that  it  is  poffibje 
jthac  flie  may  do  (o ;  and  is  it  not  equally  poffible  that  Great 
firitain  niayabufe  the  truft,  and  employ  this  power  to  the  op- 
^reffion  of  Ireland  I  It  is  argued,  that  the  malice  of  party,  the 
intevelled  views  of  mercantile  fpecutation,  or  the  folly  of  nar- 
row politicians,  may,  at  fome  time^or  other,  lead  Ireland,  even 
at  the  eicpencc  of  her  own  intereft,  to  meafures  which  might 
^mbafrafs  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  empire.  And  has 
Ireland  npthing  to  appreheod  frem  party,  from  mercantik 
avarrce,  or  from  blind  and  narrow  policy?  If  it  J$  urged  that 
England  is  grown  too  liberal  and  enliglitened  tq  juftify  any 
fudi  apprelienfions  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  the  ChainceHor  of 
the  Exchequer  himfelf  conuadi<Sls  this  reafoning,  by  ^ifierting 
that  the  two  hundred  thc^ufand  raanufa£lurers,  whofe  petitioiu 
are  on  the  table,  are  all  influenced  either  by  ihe  fuggeftionsof 
fa^on,  or  blinded  by  prejudice  and  felfi(hnefs;  in  truth,  there 
is  not  a  iingie  argument  which  can  be  ufed  as  an  induoement 
to  Great  Britain  to  attempt  to  refume  this  power^  which  does 

not 
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not  equally  apply  as  a  motive  talrebnd  net  tapart  with  if^ 
with  tlus  difieience  only^  that  h&  and  cx{>erience  will  juftif^ 
die  refafal  of  the  ooe,  but  haveiafibided  no  pretence  for  th« 
nsquifitioi)  from  t\y3  other. 

But  this  power,  if  returned  to  Great  Britain^  is  to  be  le^ 
turned  with  this  qualification*     The  laws  which  Ireland  is  t(» 
be  bound  to  adopt  and  to  obey^  are,  ''  To  enforce  the  fame 
**  reftraints,  and  to  confer  the  fame  benefits  upon  the  fubjeAs 
**  of  both  countries."     Here,  then,  arifes  a  queflion  which 
will  neceilaril  J  be  duly  weighed  and  duly  coofideced  by  the 
Iri/h*  Is  it;  or  is  it  not,  poflible  for  Great  Britain,  uader  tb« 
title  of  **  Laws  for  the  regulatiomof  trade  and  navigation,  ce 
**  for  regohting  and  reftraining  the  trade  of  thft  firiciih  coIo« 
^'  nies  and  plantations^"   to  adopt  reftrifliocis  and  eoiofco 
conditions  which  may  materially  cripple  axid  embarrafs  ti)o 
/rade  and  navigation  of  Ireland  without  proportiooaUy  afiec-« 
ting  the  conunerce  of  Great  Britain.     He  took  upon  him 
confideiytly  to  affisrt,  that  this,  might  be  done  in  innumerabla 
particulars.    He  liad  ftated,  fbrexamptefake^  fome  inftailceft 
upon  a  foptner  day  ;  he  had  ftated,  that  Great  Britain  mighr 
reftrain  the  trade  and  navigation  between  the  colooieaandl 
thefe  kingdoms  to  veflels  of  confiderable  burden,  and  a  p0Q» 
portionate  number  of  feacaen.   ^England  has  large  fiupe  and 
numerous  crews,  Irehnd  has  neither.     The  advantage  of  Ii«h 
land  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  her  making  mere  frequeqft  vay«i 
ages  to  the  plantations,  and  for  (mailer  cargoes.     Such  a  nie»« 
fiire  of  legiflation  as  is  alluded  to  would  evidently  have  a  di(* 
ferent  operation  on  the  coi^merce  of  the  two  coofttries.     Ife 
bad  fkated,  that  Great  Britain  referving  the  power  of  pie(cri-« 
bing  the  form  of  original  certificates  to  be  given  by  thd  rsve* 
nue  officer&of  the  colonies^  and  of  requiring  them  toaccotft-* 
pany  the  importation  of  every  article  of  colonial  produce iai« 
ported  from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain,  might,  by.  linsiting^ 
the  time  at  which  they  fhould  be  aHowed,  and  by  varioiaa 
other  means,  entangle  and  diftrefs  the  Iri(h  trader,  and  th«L 
more  fo,  as  the  reflraint  was  not  even  to  be  recij^rocal.  HehaA 
ftated,  that  Great  Britain  might  make  it  a  condition,  that  no 
fhip  (hould  clear  out  a  cargo  from  the  Well  Indies  which  did^ 
not  take  out  a  ftipulated  quantity  of  fome  Britiih  ma»ufiuSluT« 
not  to  be  obtained  in  Ireland  %  hut  it  was  unneceiTary  for  him 
to  multiply  or  argue  upon  examples.     If  he  was  wrangled  out 
of  one  cafe,  flill  the  principle  he  went  upon  was  not  defeated^ 
for  he  was  not  to  be  called  upon  to  prove  the  probability  o^ 
rhe  inflances  he  quoted^  or  that  Great  Britain  would  not  in« 
jure  herfeif  were  /he  to  .adopt  them,  hecaufe  the  vyliole.of  the 
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prefent  arKangement  was  built  upon  this  fonndation,  that  it 
was  eflential  to  the  fyftem  that  neither  country  ihould  retain 
a  power  upon  any  terms  to  injure  the  commerce  of  the  other. 

But  whether  it  was  probable  or  not  that  Great  Britain 
would  in.  future  ex'ercife  this  right  of  external  legiflatioa 
over  Ireland  with  juftice  and  liberality,  ihuttmg  her  cars 
to  prejudice  and  felf-intereft,  dill  it  muft  be  admitted, 
that  it  was  claiming  a.confiderable  facrifice  from  the  fifter 
kingdom  ;  and  what  were  the  advantages  held  out  to  her  to 
induce  her  to  make  this  facrifice  )  He  wi(hed  the  HouCe  to 
view  the  whole  of  this  matter,  and  not  to  confine  tteir  at- 
tention to  the  fubjeft  of  the  Britifh  market,  which  bard  been 
argued  upon  as  if  there  was  nothing  elfe  to  be  conceded  bj 
one  fide  or  acquired  by  the  other.  What  was  the  prefent  C- 
tuation  of  Ireland  in  refpefl  to  all  branches  of  commerce,  in- 
dependent of  hep  intercourfe  with  this  kingdom  t  Here  Mr. 
Sheridan  went  into  a  more  minute  detail  than  it  is  necellary 
for  us  to  purfue,  in  order  to  fliew  the  fituation  in  which  Ire- 
land now  ftood  in  refpe£l  to  her  trade  with  our  colonies  and 
with  foreign  countries,  and  that  in  which  ihe  was  propofed  to 
be  placed,  iliould  the  fyftem  of  arrangement,  at  prefent  in 
contemplation,  be  adopted. 

With  refpedl  to  the  Weft  Indies,  Iceland  was  to  agree  to 
forega  every  market  but  that  of  the  Britiih  plantations,  to 
give  up  the  cheapeft  for  the  dcareft»  to  lofe  the  option  at  pre- 
ient  poflefied,  of  being  fupplied  circuitouily  through  Great 
Britain  upon  the  low  duties,  if  file  found  it  not  to  her  advan- 
tage to  apply  to  the  dire£t  trade  of  the  whole  of  her  confump- 
tioni  to  double  her  prefent  duties  on  the  article  of  rum,  to  im- 
pofe  not  only  equal  port  duties  upon  Itsr  exports,  but  to  coun- 
tervail every  internal  duty  which  Great  Britain  may  impofe 
lapon  any  fimilar  article  of  her  own  manufaAure,  fo  that  if 
Great  Britain  was  to  lay  a  duty  upon  the  export  of  her  linen 
to  thofe  colonies,  which  would  be  of  little  injury  to  her,  Ire- 
land muft  do  the  fame,  thovigh  the  rcverfe  would  be  the  con- 
iequence  ;  in  fiiort,  the  whole  was  facrifice  and  furrenderoa 
the  part  of  Ireland.  As  to  America,  the  difierence  lay  in  a 
word.  Inftead  of  a  trade  to  that  whole  continent  without 
reftridiion  or  duty,  but  what  flie  ihould  fliink  proper  berfelf 
to  impofe,  ftie  was  to  admit  into  her  ports  no  articles  of  fi- 
milar growthi  produce,  or  manufa6ture,  to  tbofe  of  the  Bri- 
tifii  colonies,  or  which  were  liable  to  be  imported  from  thence 
^  as  fuch,  but  upon  the  terms  that  Great  Britain  ihould  liere- 
after  diflate.  With  Africa,  ftie  was  to  b^  placed  upon  the 
fame  footing  as  with  the  Weft  Indies ;  and  to  India^  ihe  was 
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to  abandon  all  hope  and  jproTpeA  pf  intercourfe  nvith  tbr>fe> 
countries  fo  the  end  of  time,  and  c^onfent  that  an  immovable 
boom  fliould  be  placed  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
Straits  of  Magellan.  Thus  reflrained  and  dependent,  her 
profpe&s  of  European  commerce  were  to  be  proportionably 
diminifhed ;  thefe  iacrifices  could  not  be  difputed-;  and  it 
was  to  be  cOdfidered,  that  every  article  propofed  to  be  aban* 
dbaedbj  Ireland  was  an  advantage  to  which  her  titfe.was  not 
^fputea,  an  advantage  that  flie  held  as  a  rt^ht,  for  >fvhich  flie 
had  a  claim  to  compenfation  if  relinquiflied. 

Thefe,  then,  being  the  facrtfices  which  Ireland  was  to  make 
in  her  profpe£ks  of  an  extended  foreign  commerce,  where  was 
to  be  her  retribution  ?  In  what  inflance  was  the  advantage  in 
this  treaty  to  be  on  her  Gde  ?  From  whence  was  (he  to  re* 
ceive  the  boafled  compenfation  ?  The  Britifli  market — ^that 
was  to  be  opened  to  her.  There»  and  there  only,  was  (he  to 
look  for  an  equivalent  for  the  numerous  and  important  facri- 
fices  flie  was  to  make  both  in  commerce  and  conilitution,' 
He  defied  any  man  to  have  the  confidence  to  deny,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  in  every  other  inftance  Ireland  was  not  to  be 
placed  in  an  infinitely  worfe  fituation  than  that  in  which  (he 
xfow  ftands,  and  in  which  fhe  ftands  by  fair  and  acknowledged' 
right.  But  how  was  this  advantage  to  be  given  to  her  ?  Upon 
what  terms  was  the  Britifh  market  to  be  opened  ?  If  he  was 
to  adopt  the  language  and  fentiments  of  thofe  who  propofe 
this  boon,  he  ihould  anfwer,  upon  fuch  terms  as  ^fhall  eflbc- 
tually  prevent  Ireland  from  ever  profiting^  in  the  fmalleft 
degree,  by  the  conceffion.  To  this  point  all  their  arguments 
have  tended ;  to  this  all  their  evidence  had  been  pointed :  fo 
that  if  we  were  to  give  credit  to  the  Minifter  and  his  fuppor* 
ters,  this  equitable  treaty,  this  bargain  upon  the  bafis  of  reoi- 
procity,  would  prove  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  dirtGt 
fVaod,  cheat,  and  robbery,  flripping  Ireland  of  all  the  com* 
mercial  advantages  (he  had  obtained,  as  well  as  of  the  confti* 
tution  which  fecured  them  to  her,  and  giving  nothing  in  re- . 
torn,  but  a  right  to  render  herfelf  odious  in  this  country,  by 
an  attempt  at  a  rivallhip  which  could  not  be  profitable  to  her- 
felf, though  it  might  be  mifchievous  to  Great  Britain.  He 
was  not  inclined,  however,- to  give  credit  to  the  Minifter*a, 
reafoning  on  this  fubjeA;  and  much  lefs  to  the  evidence  he 
had  brought  to  fopport  it,  the  greater  part  of  which  had  been 
merely  a  libel  on  the  character  and  habits  of  the  Iriili  nation; 
nor  did  he,  at  the  fame  time,  go  with  the  manufacturers  of 
this  country  to  the  extent  of  the  evils  which  they  apprehend- 
ed— manyoftlieir  arguments  were  undoubtedly  well  founded. 
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and  theevjldQace  they  had  given  ap  tt^phjar  inefijled  the  mod 
Serious  attenJijoQ  :  there  was  one  pointy  how.ev9r«  in  which  he 
moil  completely  agreed  with  them. — in  their  adertion,  that  if 
the  Irifh' trader  mould  be  enabled  to  meet  the  Britilh  mer- 
chant and  manufadurer  in  the  firitifli  mprket,  the  gain  pf  Ire- 
land  mud  be  the  lofs  oC  England.     This  was  a  faS,  not  to  he 
controverted  on  any  principle  of  cornmon  fenfe  or  reafonable 
^trgument.    The  pomp  of  general  declamation  and  wafle  of 
l^ne  wordsi  which  bad,  on  (o  many  occafions,  beeii^en^ploycd 
to  dirguiie  and  perplex  this  plain  fimple  truth,  or  ftill  more 
fallaciouliy  to  endeavour  to  prove,  that  Great  Britain  would 
find  her  balance  in  the  Irifli  market,  had  only  tended  to  ihew 
the  weaknefs  and  inconfiftency  of  the  do6lrine  they  were 
meant  to  fupport.     The  truth  of  the  argument  was  with  the. 
manufafturers,  and  this  formed,  in  Mr.  Sheridan^s  mind,  a 
;round  of  one  of  the  mod  vehement  objeflions  he  had  to  the 
^refeut  plan.     Ireland  muft  not  endeavour  to  rife  on  the  rain 
of  the  trade  of  Great  Britain — (he  muft  not  aim  to  thrive 
avowedly  at  the  ex  pence"  of  the  Britifli  manufadlurer,  bow- 
ever  alluring  the  profpeft ;  not  juflice  and  generofity  alone, 
but  intereft  and  poh'cy,  would  call  upon  her  to  defift  fi'oni  the 
attempt.     Poffibly  at  firft  /he  might  find  a  profit  and. an  ad- 
vantage in  the  conteft — but  how  was  a  great  part  of  this  ad- 
vantage  to  be  obtained? — ^By  means  incompatible  with  tl>e 
true  ipirit  and  principles  which  led  to  permanent  commercial 
profperity,  by  means  which  had  been  ftated  at  the  bar,  to  form 
a  great  part  of  the'  apprehendons  of  ihofe  who  petitioned 
againll  thefe  propofitions,  by  a  lax  execution  of  her  revenue 
laws,  by  the  corrupt  countenance  of  her  legiflatyre  to  fuch  a 
conduct,  by  ftealing  berown  manufadluresintothiscountrji 
by  paiTmg  tnofeof  foreign  countries  lor  hcc  own,  by  obtaining 
a  transfer  of  capital,  and  enticing  ove^  artifts  an.d. workmen 
by  falfe  hopes  arid  ill-founded  profpe£tsy  iiV  fhorr^'  by  fi^og- 
^ing,  by  evading,  by  defrauding,  by  conniving,  by  decei- 
ving.   The  profit  earned  by  fuch  upeans  would,  by  the.fyAem 
they  tend  to  intffoduce,  be  ruinous  in  the  end  to  the  country 
which  praAifed  themi  while  they  would  immediately  deeply 
injure  the  fiiler  kiogdpm  if  fhe  i'ubmiiteU  to  them  ;   but  that 
would  not  long  continue;  the  confequence  would  be,  that 
even  the  name  of  Irifhmftn  woi|ld  become  odious  and.d^teAa- 
b)e  to  the  comnaercial  intereft  of  Great  Britain^  and  Ireland 
would  ibon  be  taught  to  know,    that  while  flie  was  prei&Dg 
by  all  poiTible  means  lier  own  advantage  from  this  article  of 
the  fettlcment,  fhe  had  by  other  conditions  of  the  treaty  fur- 
rendered  into  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  the  power  uf  crip* 

pling 
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pling  and  cfutliiiig  ihh  Wholfe  'fctiemc  of  Utt  doitiineici,  jff 
chaftifing  her  prefbmpt Ion,  arid  bf  redbcih'gherto  her  former 
ftife-of  ahjecSk.  dependence,  whenever  the  intereft,  the  preju- 
dices, or  the  animofity  of  the  trading  ^art  of  this  community 
fhould  countenance  ttie  meafare.     Mr.  Sheridan  urged  thj» 
Jh  other  points  of  view,  and  declared,  that  if  he  were  a  pir- 
fon  of  confideration  in  Ireland,  fo  far  from  encouraging  tfy 
people  there  to  ftruggle  for  the  Briti'fli  market,  he  fliouM 
think, it,  his  duty,,  an^  what  he  owed  to  the  interefts  df 
his '  countrymen,  to  call  loudly  to  t!he  whole  land  to  turn 
away  their  eyes  and  thoughts  from  .that  one  obje<a,  to  at- 
tempt no  race  or  con  reft  with  the  Britifli  manufafturei-,  to 
iliun,' as  thegreateft  evil,  the  jealoufies,  heart  burnings,  and 
deftruftive  ill  will,  which  would  necefHirily' breed  on  fuch  k 
competition,    circumftanced  fo  peculiarly  with    refpeA  to 
burcfens  as  Great  Britain  was,  and  biafled  by  rooted  habits  df 
thinking  iJpon  this  particular  point,  but  to  endeavour  to  in- 
trrcafc  by  fair  and  gentle  tneans  the  home  confumption  of  the 
produce  of  their  own  induftnr,*  and  by  fyftematic  and  vigo- 
Tovts  enterprife  to  aim  at  a  fuiccefsftil  intercourfe  with  every 
foreign  port;. there,   if  they  rbet  the  Britifh  merchant,  it 
•trould  be  a  liberal  emulation,,  thttre  he  could  have  no  innova- 
tion or  unfairhefs  to  complain  of,  and  there,  even  if  fuccefi- 
JuUy  rivalfed,   he  would  be  confcious  that  the  increafing 
wealth  of  Ireland,  from  fiich  a  fource,  might,  With  trUth^ 
be  ftated  to  be  a  fund  wherein  Ae  general  commerce  of  Eng- 
land would  afluredly  find  its  compenfatiom    Tlius  might 
Ireland  be  addreifed  undfer  hei*  ^dfent  circumftances;  but  let 
the  iettlemeht  now  propbfed  be  6nce  eftablUhed,  what  would 
he  the  anfwer?  Would  itQtthe  Irifli  merchant  and  manufac- 
turer feply,— "  What  jbtl  advife  us  to  is  unreafonable  and 
**  prepoilrous ; — ^we  have  boiinid  burfelves  for  ever  to  the  mo- 
**  nopoliesof  Great  Britain  in  the  Eaft  and  in  the  Weft;  were-  .^^ 

**  ceive  the  commodities  of  both  at  hw*  will,  at  her  prices,  and  .  .  3  > 
**  at  her  duties ;  we  are  crip^ed  In  our  intercourfe  with 
^^  America,  holding  a  precariotis^and  reftrained  trade  with 
**  thofe  Sovereign  States  fis  .if  they  wcr6  ftUl  Britiih  colonies; 
'*  our  dreamy  of  being  the  depdt  and  emporium  fof  the  fd- 
**  reign  countries  of  Europe  arie,  of  confequence|  become 
.**  viupnary  and  ridiculbui;  we  have  violated  tne  principles  of 
*^  our  Conftitutfon,  by  giving  a  perpetual  aid  to  a  militafV  , 
**  force  at  the  "will  of  the  executive  tiiagiftcate ;  we  liave  for 
•*  ever  fifrtendered  ouf-  right  of  external  le|i;iffation  Into  the 
«*  haridi  of  thd  Britiih- Palrliaitlfttitr 'for  alTUiU  tlife  Britiih 
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**  markrt  .U  our  compenfiition ;  upon  that  we  are  eompdled 
<^  to  fiiften  our  miods ;  to  that  we  muft  ding,  that  we  moil 

/^  crfitaln  bv  every  poflible  exerticxi  of  eve^j  kind,  and  if 

.  <'  Great  Britain  fuffers  by  it,  the  mifchief  is  of  her  own  iisd^- 
<'  ing^  and  the  reftridions  which  force  us  to  this  conteft  is  of 
<'  her  own  impoiing."    Thefe  would  be  the  happy  fruits  of 

.  a  plan,  whofe  boafted  objeA  was  to  cement  the  union  of  the 
two  countries,  and  conne&*them  by  bonds  of  eternal  amity 

;  and  reciprocal  afiedUon ! 

After  enlarging  on  this,  Mr«  Sheridan  concluded,  with 
prefiing  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  the  proportions  as 

^they  then  ftbod,  completely  changed  in  fpirit,  principie,  and 
regulation^  and  begging  them  to  conlider  them  in  their  tmo 
light,  as  new  propofals  from  the  Britifli  Parliament,  thoTe 

]  made  by  the  Irifh  Parliament  being  in  (siGt  reje&ed ;  and  to 
decide,  whether  they  were  fuch  as  human  leafon  coold  fop- 
pole  tlie  Irifli  Parliament,  weighing  what  they  axe  to  re- 
nounce, and  what  they  are  to  acquire,  could  accept,  if  hir 
tiniQ  was  given  them  to  argue  and  deliberate :  or  if,  by  fur- 
prife  and  management,  they  were  l^urried  through  th^t  Par- 

,  liaipent,  at  a  feafon  of  thin  attendance  and  rebxed  attentioi^ 

whether  the  moft  fatal  mifunderilandings  n^gbt  not  be  ap- 

prehended^.Jrpm  the  country's  afterwards  difcovering  the 

delufipn  Which,  had  been  pra^Ufed  upop  them,  and  the  am 

and  fallacies  which  had  obtained  the  irrevocable  furrepder  of 

'their  deared  rights^    The  refolutlon  in  debate,  was  defbref 

to  be.  the  eilenc^  of  this  new  fyftem ;  negative  that,  and  the 

plan  fell  to  the  ground ;  if  it  ^safied  that  day,  a  deep  wound 

would  inflantly  be  given. to  the. confidence  of  Ireland  ia 

Great  Britain;  if  adopted  rafl)]|y  by  the  Irifli  Parliament, 

the  decifive  blow  would  be  ilruck,.  and  afied^ioa  and  good 

faith  between  the  two  countries  be  baniihed  for  ever. 

Hi.  Hon.        The  ridit  honourable  fF*  IV*.  Grettvilk  faid,  it  was  ex- 

G  *  ^^'iL     '^^^^^^^y  dilagreeable  to  hirauto  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe, 

c  ^p^j^  points  that  were  immediately  perfonal  to himfelf^  but  the 

honourable  gentleman  had  fo  a^lirepreiented  what  he  bad  faid 

in  a.  former  debate  a  few  ^ays  fince,  that  he  could  not  but 

think. the.  Houfe  would  expe<S^  that  he  fbould  fay  fomethlng 

on  the  oc9afion,    Mn  6|;qi;)ViIle  then  went  into  an  argu* 

■  ment  td  prove,  ^hat  there  was  no  manner  of,  inconfifteocf 
In  his  fupporting .  the  preient  refolutions,  after  the  line  of 

jQoqdu£l  he  had  held  in  that  Houie,  when  a  noble  relation 

of  his  had  the  honour  %o  be  Lord  Liauteoant  of  Ireland. 

He  fai^  -the  cooceflions  made  to  Ireland*  previous  to  hii 

^  ••      •  ■         hoiaing 
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holding  the  olBce  of  Secretary>  had  been  nuTconcoiired  bi 
that  coontiy*  When  he  arrived^  he  found  mpns  minds 
much  divided  I  various  opinions  prevailed^  and  many  doubfs 
and  jealouiies  were  entertatneil.  In  ordm:  %q  clear  up  thefe 
doubts,  and  in  order  to  quiet  thefe  jealoufies,  he  had  come 
over  to  the  Britifli  Bbi^ie  of  Commons^  to  procure  a  par-  - 
liamentary  explanation  of  the  former  proceedings.  It  vras 
with  .that  viewj  and  with  that  view  only,  that  he  had  adopt- 
ed theline  of  condu£^  he  at  that  time  purfued;  unA  he  would 
fubmit  \t  to  the  candid  .confideration  of.  every  man  who 
heard  him,  whether  therewas  not  an  eflential  diAindion be- 
tween an  e3cplanation  of  paft  conceffions,  and  an  obtaihmeiit 
pf  g^reater  cpnceiEons;  and  whether  his  objeA  being  at  that 
(ime  merely  to  obtain  an  explanation  of  what  had  h&en  befove 
dooe^  there  was  any  inconfiftency  in  his  now  fupporting  a 
fyftem  of  arrangement  between  the  two  countries,  that  cer- 
tainlv  conceded  fomething  moce,  but  that  promifed  fo  firmly 
to  eftabliih  the  future  harmonv  and  happinefs  of  Great  Brn 
tain  and  Ireland  i  Mn  Grenville  next  took  ndtice  of  wliat 
had  been  fiiid,  in  regard  to  the  foucth  refolution's  being  a  re^ 
fumpV^  of  the  right  of  legiflation  over  Ireland,. which  had  ^ 
been  fo  folemnly  renounced  the  year  before  laft ;  and  went 
into  a  fi^rie^  of  nice  diftin^ons  upOn  the  fubjeft,  decbring, 
that  ha  underftood  the  fourth  relol^tion  to*  be  a  recognition 
of  the  right  of  legillatioa^f  being  ^^na]ienahly  veiled  in  Ire- 
land, or  '^e  would  not  lu|ve  fupport^d  it* 

Commodore  Btwyert  after  expxyffiing  his  general  appror  Co«m«4. . 
batfon  of  the  pl^an  under  difcuffion,-  (aid,  that  he  had  no  Bowjcr. 
doubts  on  his  o^ind,  except  of  a  profisffional  nature,  which 
he  was  under  a  neceflicy  of  requefting  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr*.  Pitt)  to  reconcile,  before  he  could  think 
himfelf^  juftifioble  in  giving  his  negative  to  the  amendment. 
He  faid,  that*  there  could  1^  nothing  more  detrimental  to 
the  ^val  ffprvice,  than  to  furni/h  the  feamen  in  time  of  war 
with  the  means  of  avoiding  the  Kin^s  fervice,  and  even  of 
being  imprefied ;  which  mfMt  neceffiirily  be. the  cafe^  if  the 
prerogadye  of  the  Crown  in  that  inftance  was  not  to  be  in 
^cial  fqrcer  in  Ireland'  a^iu  England.  He  pointed  out  the 
temptation 'it  would,  be  tp  perfons  of  that  d^fcription  to  fir 
to  Ireland'-op  tbefiomoMmcemorit  of  a  wsir,  and  there  to  feek 
for  empipyment  in  the  roercbi'ti.t  (hips,  where  they  would 
have  better  pay,  and  lefs  reftr^t  thsm  in  the  navy,^  by  which 
^pjeans  our  fleets  would  |-eip4in  unmanned*  He  alfo  ex^ 
prcflbd  iotvifi  apprehenfionsi  idl  dif  arrangeiqeiit  might  make 
^     ^  *  '  *  dange- 
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dsvigcioiif  alterations  m  die  )«^rifdi^ion  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 

.  tniraity,  and  therefore  he  wiJh«d  to  be  informed,  if  that  d^ 

pArtment  was   t9  be  aB^ed,  and  whether   the  iroprcfs 

fervice  was  to  be  on  tSbt  (ame  footing  in  Ireland  as  in 

*  England  ^  ' 

Mr.  Chin-      Mr.  Chancdlor  Pitt  paid  a-  handfbme  compliment  to  tk 

•cikir  Pitt,  honourable  gentleman  for  the'  profefQonal  zeal  he  had  fliewii, 

and  the  candour  with  which  he  had  ftated  his  doubts.   He 

'laid,  that  he  fhould  be  at  fdl  times-  ready  to  aniwer  queftkms 

•of  fuch a  nature^  and  that  the  prefent  was  by  ho  means  dif- 

-fictth  to  be  anfwered.    The  Kmg  of  Great  Britain,  he  faM, 

wu,  by  the  common  law,  pollfe^  of  certain  powerii  om 

;the  Britiih  feamen,  for  the  purpoies  of  public  defence;  ^ 

common  law  of  Ireland  was  fimilar  to  ttot  of  En^^,  aod 

'therefore  he  mtxft  in  Ireland  enjoy  exa&ly  the  taahe  povren 

<ovec  the  fevefal  clafl&s  *  of  liis  ftibjeds  in  that  kingdom,  as 

ills  prerogative  iiititled  him  to  hi  this  und^r  the  common  b« 

-cf  England.  Wtth  refped  to  tlie  particular  brahch  of  power 

which  had  been  mdncioiiid  (preffing)  that  was  afubjefion 

•which  great  delicacy  bad  always  bc^  (hewn  by  Parliament, 

lior  would  he  then  unneoefiktily  lay  any  thing  on  it  httha 

than  this,  that  whatever  autfiority  the  King  had  of  that  na 

,tuie  in  England,  he  had  ex^lAly  the  fatne  in  Ireland,  and 

/that  it  was  not  altered  or  infringe  on  in  either  by  the  pI^ 

'fent  refelntiom  -  With  regard  to  the  JBoard  of  Adminitj, 

he  obferved  that  the  Admiralty  of  Ehgland  was  the  Admh 

*  "  '       raltyof  ir^isd^  and  of  the  eidpire  at  lafge;  and  tliat  todl- 

'  -    Yxde^  its  jiirifdi^ion,  would  bef  to  weaken  andidmoil  deftroj 

the  naval  fbRr&of  the^  emptre» '  Nor  Mnld  there  p^Bblj^ 

two  Boards  of  Admiraltyi  becaufe  the  bnlndi  of  executive 

'^miniftration^  i^ch  was  undei*  that  department^  being  of 

a  militasy  nature;,  was  one  bf  thofe  which,  like  die  right  of 

appointing  AratoOOridre,  bel(>r%ed  peHbnally  to  the  Cmve, 

-whlibut  any  local  reference  to  tfie  fitilation  of  fts  dominions* 

Having  tkusf  he  hoped^  fatisli^  the  honourd$Ie  Camo- 

Titirej  he  (aid,  be  fmind  hiihfelf ^hder  a  neceffity  of  roaJ^ii^ 

tc^Ttie  bbftrvations  om  other  matted"  that  had  ifalieri  b  tb 

ifcbzR:^'  and  he  hoped  the  Hbufe  would  excufe  Kni  in  b^' 

ing  a  few  words  on  ai  fabjeA>  on  WMch  hairing  already  ttl® 

isp  fo  much  bf  their  time,  he  would  comprcft  what  nc  1^ 

how  to  oflfer  into  as  fmadl^a  cdmp^s  as  pbflKbfe.    Tt  bad 

been  hisiatetttion  to  have  remained  filent,  not  eipefiing  vv 

thing  new  to  o6cur  on  a  fubj4<6k  Which  for  a  long  fcries  of 

time  haj  undergoii^  fuch  fre^uentHhd  patient  debate^  Ho^' 
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ever,   d^v^h  nothifig;had  been  brought  fdrmxA-  m  tke: 
courfe  of  tbe.  prefbat  arg0m9Qt>  except  what  tended  to  iti« 
force  oi>je£kiqns  that  had  ^keady  been  msule  and  anfwered  ; 
yet  the  channel  through  vdiich  the  prefent  opposition  came» 
and  the  n)ode  in  which  it  had  been  handled,  was  fuch,  ar 
firongly  demanded  ibme  farther  notice  from  him*    When' 
he  conudered  th§  language}  that  had  been  held,  and  the  quar^* 
ter  it  came  frppo,  when  he  refle£led  on  the  dciigns  of  thofe* 
who  had  prefented  themielves  in  fo  confpicuous  a  manner  a«« 
the  enemies  of  the  refolution  then  before  the  Houfe,  and^ 
faw  with  how  much  artifice*  and  ^eal  thofe  defigns  were  fup^ ' 
ported,  and  when  he  weighed  the  motives,  as  well  of  thofe. 
who  h^d'been  fileat  as  of  thofe  who  had  fpoken  to  the  quef- 
tion,  he  qo^ld  not  remain. an  idle  fpedtator,  in  a  tran(a£tion^ 
that  fo;efientially  concerned  the  inteceft  of  the  two  kingdoms^ 
\yhich  copipofed  the  remaining  part  of  the  Britiih  empire* 
]f  a  chfiin  of  recent  events,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  the  con«- 
du£l  th^it  had  been  adopted  by  perfons  of  a  certain  defcription. 
had  not  Qxhaufted  and  anticipated  his  furprife  at  any  thing. 
t)xat  could  come  from  them,  he  could  fourely  believe  hit  ^ 
fenfesy  when,  he  beheld  a  gentleman.  (Mr.  Sheridan)  wlia 
for  miifiy  wfeeks  had  concealed  his  intentions  (b  efieShially^ 
as  to  leave  it  a  doubt  whether  be  was  friendly  or  hoftile  to- 
the  arrajQgement  now  depending,  ftand  forth  the  avowed  ene* 
my  of  a.  part  of  the  fyftem  which  was  neceflarily  conne£led 
with  the.  whole,  and  take  up  agromid  of  oppofition  the  moft'* 
dangerous  and  inflammatory  that  could  poffibly  fuggeft  itielf; 
But.it  wa$  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  condoot  of  the: 
honourable,  gentleman  .ihould  be  fo  ineoniiftent^  when  it  was 
reoiemb^redi  how  inconfiflent  all  the  meafures  of  the  party 
of  w^ich  he*was  the  mouth,  were  in  themlelties,  and  how 
incon^fieAt.the.  perfons  who  compofed  that,  party  were,  with 
one  anoth^.,   Still  the  purfuits.  of  thstt  party,  however  vari- 
ous a^d  however  contradiAory^  had  one  uiufbrm  tendency. 
Whether  they  ^reprobated  on  this  dav^  what  they  had  ap-* 
proved  on  the  preceding,  or  whether  tney  abandoned  a  prin- 
ciple which  they  had  before  admitted ;  whether  one  individual 
differed  frcMA  or  coincided  with  the  reft  of  his  aflbciates,  ftUi 
the  effect  of  all  their  efforts,  of  all  their  perfeverance,  and  * 
all  tbeir  tergiverfation  was  to  be  the  fame  —  To  embarrafs 
and  tronfoynd  the  pieafuresof  Adminiftration,  to  embroil  and 
difunite  the  affeAions  of  their  fellow  fubjefis,   to  excite 
grbundlefs  alarms,  and  on  thofe  groundlefs  alarms  Co  foment 
the   moft  dangerous  difcontents.*    The  noble. Lord  ki  the. 

I  blue 
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blue  ribband,  in  afienting  to  the  irefolntion,  and  the  booor- 
:^Ie  gentleman  in  oppofing  it,  had  taken  care  to  ftippr 
their  feveral  opinions  by  tbs  fame  argument,  and  that  z- 
gument  was,  of  all  others,  beft  calculated  to  promote  t* 
ultimate  defign  of  both,  however  different  the  mddes  tb-r 
took  to  accomplifh  it,'  the  jealoufy  and  refentment  of  t* 
fifter  kingdom*  The  refumption  of  legillative  fupreom 
over  Ireland  was  the  ground  of  acquiefcenoe  in  the  one,  d 
dlflent  in  the  other,  and  thus  they  divided  between  then  the 
two  features  of  the  charader  which  their  right  honoinlKe 
friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  (hewn  himfelf  lb  ambitious  to  affcne, 
that  of  an  Engliih  and  an  Irifli  patriot. 

How  genlemen  could  think  themfelves  warranted  io  it- 
ting  up  an  oppofition  to  meafures,  in^fivour  of  which  tbey 
had  borne  more  than  a  fll^t  teftimony,  for  they  had  q- 
preffly  acknowledged  the  feveral  amendments  to  be  fbdii 
as  not  otily  were  in  themfelves  unexceptionaI>le,  buthadalid 
Jthe  poiitive  merit  of  correfUng  in  a  great  d^[ree|  theob' 
jedlionable  qualities  of  the  original  propofitions,  wasacir- 
cumftance  only  to  be  accounted  for  by  thofe  who^  froo  1 
dofe  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  party,  and  a  coifeno- 
lity  of  fentiment  with  them,  had  brought  themfelves  to  ns- 
^rftand  and  to  adopt  the  whole  of  their  fyftem,  and  ^a^ 
thence  enabled  to  fee  that  it  was  a  double  game  that  thtr 
were  playing,  and  that  their  appearing  to  oppoie  the  refeli^ 
tions  by  arguments  direftly  contrary  to  each  other,  fs 
merely  with  a  view  to  fecure  the  fame  end,  and  to  cmpi 
the  fame  defign.    Was  there,  he  aiked,  a  fingle  ameodoKot 
which  was  not  calculated  to  meet  and  obviate  the  very  ob- 
jedions  that  had  been  made  to  the  primary  refolatioQS  2> 
lent  from  Ireland;  and.  when  thofe  amendments  were  £rd 
propo^.  Was  there  a  fingle  gentleman  on  the  oppofite  £3e 
of  the  Houfe  who  fpoke  upon  the  fubje£t  (and  feveral  vrf 
long  fpeeches  had  been  made)  who  did  not  acknowMf 
them  to  be  an  improvement  on,  -and  a  confiderable  recoc* 
mendation  of  the  plan  ?  It  had  been  aiked,  would  the  InA 
he  fatisfied  to  adopt  the  refclutions  in  their  prefent  altere>i 
and  amended  flate  i  And  the  exultation  and  confidence  vri 
which  the  queflion  had  been  afked  fufficiently  betrayed,  tbi 
it  was  not  the  form  or  proviflon  of  the  original  grounc^ 
of  the  adjuftment,  as  likely  to  hijure  this  country,  that  b^ 
given  rife  to  the  oppofition  which  attended  them,  hot  W^ 
that  by  introducing  alterations,  and  diminifhing  as  much'^^ 

poffible  the  advantages  to.  ba  derived  from  them  by  Mi^il 

thai 
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that  country  night  be  brought  to  rejefk  them,  and  thus  an 
irrangemeDt  neceflary  both  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
he  empire  (bleffings  which  in  every  ilate  there  are  fome 
nen  alwavs  averfe  to)  might  be  poftponed  or  defisated^  The 
lueilion,  however,  he  would  anfwer  with  as  much  boldne{8 
IS  became  him,  and  he  would  not  fcruple  tp  fay,  that  as  faff 
IS  probability  would  g6  on  fuch  mi  occaflon,  they  woujd 
ref-tainly  be  received  with  joy  and  gratitude  in  Ireland.  This 
)pinion,  he  faid,  he  gave  from  general  reafoning  and  the 
lature  of  the  cafe,  for  all  that  was  neceilarv  to  form 
uch  an  Opinion  Was  to  be  perfuaded^  that  the  iPeople  andi 
Parliament  of  Ireland  were  poflefled  of  fufGcient  underiland- 
ngto  fee  and  know  their  own  interefts,  ^and  to  diAinguiih 
)etween  their  friends  and  their  enemies.  Could  he  fuppofe 
hat  Ireland  would  difcover  in  the  refolution  then  in  debate^ 
iny  infringement  on  the  fovereign  rights  of  her  legiflature, 
)e  Ihould  then  readily  acknowledge,  that  there  was  no  hope 
)f  ber  acquiefcence:  but,  as  the  refolution  was  in  itfelf  per-i 
Fedly  innocent  of  any  fuch  tendency,  as  it  was  in  &61  nothing 
nore  than  a  neceflary  and  indifpenfable.provifion  in  a  treaty 
between  two  independent  kingdoms,  oay,  as  it  was,  accord- 
ng  to  the  idea  of  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grenville)  if 
uch  an  acknowledgement  were  now  neceflary,  a  virtual  recog<» 
lition  of  her  complete  emancipation,  he  had  very  little  appre* 
lenfion,  that  an  enlightened  and  liberal  nation  would  fufier 
tfelf  to  become  a  dupe  to  the  defigns  of  a  fet  of  men,  who 
laving  exerted  all  their  induftry  for.  the  fpace  of  five  montba 
n  alarming  every  interefl:  in  this  country,  for  the  purpofe  of  . 
t)ufing  them  to  a  violent  oppofltion  againft  the  arrangement^ 
IS  propofed  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  were  now  with 
K|aal  diligence  employing  the  moft  inflammatory  means  to-^ 
vards  creating  a  fimilar  oppofltion  in  Ireland  againft  th% 
Dodifications  applied  by  the  Britifli  Houie  of  Commons. 
Fhe  ineonfiflency  of  the  gentlemen,  who  oppofed  at  this  dajK 
vbat  they  approved  of  on  the  firft  introdudion,  was  only 
ohe  parallelled  by  thecontradidont  with  which  their  former 
)ppofitioD  to  the  original  propofltions,  and  their  prefent  op? 
lofuion  to  the  amendments,  were  marked.  , 

Formerly- it  was  urged,  that  the  arrangement  would  ba 
ruinous  to  the  trade  of  England,  but  not  having  been  able 
U>  bring  the  Houfe  into  their  opinion,  they  had  fliifted  their 
ground,  and  had  become  on  a  fudden  extremely  apprehenfivf^ 
led  it  might  be  prejtidicial  to  the  conftitution  of  Ireland.  Hek 
>iic^  more  prefled  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofitetQ 

Vol.  XVIII.  •  3  O  .  hin» 
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jqftance,  of  an  infringement  on  her  rights^  England  luid  fiiQ 
as  much,  for,  by  the  prefent  arrangement,  her  ParliameDt 
was  fully  and  irrevocably  bound,  at  all  times,  to  admit  the 
'  Irifh  to  the  free  ufe  and  enjoyment  of  her  own  markets ;  and 
would,  therefore,  by  fo  doing,  give  up  her  future  right  of  ex- 
cluding them,  and  thus,  to  a  certain  degree,  abamdon  her 
free  agency  and  fovereign  power  over  all^tbe  concerns  of  the 
kingilom. 

Lord  North,  Mr.  For,  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  rofe  together 
inftantly  as  Mr.  Pitt  fat  down ;   the  two  former,  however, 
gave  way,  as  Mr.  Sheridan  bad  been  (b  particularly  pointed  at 
in  Mr.  Pitt's  fpeech* 
Mr.  sheri-     Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  confident  that  the  candour  and 
^'  liberality  of  the  Houfe  would  indulge  him  with  a  few  minutes 

attention  (though  he  had  jqft  taken  up  fo  large  ^  portion  of 
their  time)  to  enable  him  to  repel  the  groileft  perverfion,  not 
of  words  merely,  but  of  condu6l  and  motives,  which  the 
moft  prefumptuous  adept  at  mifreprefehtation  had  ever  at- 
tempted to  maintain,  in  defiance  of  truth  and  decency.    The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  charged  him,   in  the  moft 
"acrimonious  language  of  reproof,  with  inconfiftency  of  con- 
du6l.     He  was  accufec^  of  not  having  appeared  to  hold  one 
uniform  opinion  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  Irilh  propofitions — a 
curious  charge,  and  curioufly  fupported;  for  the  very  words 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman*s  accufation  accounted  for, 
and  juftified  the  contradiflions  he  complained  of. — ^It  was, 
J)ccaufe  every  day  had  brought  forth  new  opinions,  it  was,  be- 
jcaufe  svery  time  the  Committee  met  the  tone  had  been  changed, 
and  the  ground  had  been  fhifted — ^that  it  had  become  utterly 
iropoflible  for  any  perfon  cither  to  fupport  or  oppofe  his  fyf- 
tem  upon  tho  fame  principle",  or  with  the  fame  arguments, 
for  two  days^  together ;  but  it  was  not  very  furpriCng  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  forgot  every  ground 
which  at  the  commencement  he  profefled  to  adl  upon,  (hould 
not  very  accurately  remember  the  line  of  cendudb  purfued  by 
others — nothing  but  this  complete  oblivion  of  himfelf,  and 
what  he  had  done  in  this  bufiiiefs,  could  have  betrayed  Iiim 
into  the  raflinefs  of  accufing  gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the 
iioufe  of  a<£ling  a  double  gaipe— did  he  complain  of  a  double 
game  ?  He,  through  whofe  whole  conduft  in  this  bufinds 
there  had  not  been  one  dire&  proceeding,  not  one  (Iraight- 
forward  ftep.     The  whole  negociation,  from  the  firft  hour, 
had  been  carved,  twifted,  and  circuitous — a  plan,  opened 
with  duplicity,  and  explained  with  equivocation.    The  grois 
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and  glaring  contradi£lions  between  tlie  right  honouraI)Ie  gern 
tieman's  nrft  ftatement  and  reafoning  upon  this  bufineis  in 
England,  and  Mr.  Orders  in  Ireland^  undoubtedly  had  no  re- 
iemblance  to  a  double  game ;  there  had  been  no  double  game  ia 
the  Committee  of  Privy  Council,  carrying  on  a  mock  invef- 
tigation  for  His  Majefty's  information,'  after  His  Majefty 
had  received  an  addrefs  ot  thanks  for  having  adopted  the  mea- 
fure;  and,  above  all,  no  double  game  had  been  pra£tifed  with 
the  manufaflurers,  but  all  their  mifapprehenfions  had  been 
owing  to  accident,  or  their  own  dulnels !  While  fuch  things 
were  in  the  recolIe£tion  of  the  Houfe,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  muft  not  expedl  to  have  his  loofe  and  unfounded 
charges  pafs  unreplied  to,  however  boldly  urged  with  lofty 
tones  and  clamarous  declamation.      For  his  part,  he  defied 
'^the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  tax  him  with  any  one  in- 
confiftency  upon  this  fubjcdt.     He  was  the  mouth  of  no 
party,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to 
ftyle  him,  nor  was  he  the  tool  of  any  party.   He  had  as  ftrong 
par^y  feelings  as  any  man ;  but  he  had  thofe  feelings,  becaufe 
thole  he  was  attached  to  neither  expefled  from  him  fervility 
of  judgement  nor  pliancy  of  principle.'  The  right  honourable 
gentleman,  perhaps,  knew  himfelf  too  well,  what  it  was  to 
be  only  the  channel  of  conveying  other  people's  fentiments 
and  decrees,  to  be  the  eloquent  mouth  employed  jto  promul- 
gate fchemes,  not  bred  in  his  own  judgement,  nor  approved 
by  his  own  heart.     This,  he  folemnly  believed,  was  the  right 
hohovnrable  gentleman*s'cafe  at  prefent.     He  was  convinced, 
in  his  own  mind,  that  that  part  of  the  plan  which  was  to  en- 
trap Ireland  into  a  furrender  of  her  Conftitution,  was  no  ori-        r^^ 
ginal  wifh  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman's,  but  had  been 
put  upon  him  fincc,  by  thofe  who  will  fome  day  make  ftill 
harder  conditions  with  him,  for  the  continuance  of  their 
countenance  and  fupport. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  recapitulated  his  own  condudt  through- 
out the  bufinefs;  ftating,  that  foon  after  the  opening  of  the 
propofed  arrangement,  he  had  faid  in  debate  in  chat  Houfe, 
thathe  ftiould  differ  upon  this  bufinefs,  he  feared,  with  thofe 
whom  be  had  always  a£ted  with ;  that  he  had  folicited  no  pe-' 
tition,  nor  knew  even  of  that  from  Stafford  till  the  day  he 
had  prefented  it ;  but  that  on  the  day  Mr^  Pitt  brought  for- 
ward his  fixteen  new  propofltions,  fo  far  from  appearing  to 
approve  of  them,  he  had  called  to  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman to  read  a  fecond  time  this  particular  propofition,  and 
had  deqlared^  in  (peeking  to  au  amendment^  he  moved  before 
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him  as  an  aktMntt  ttfumptltm  of  thfi  r^;bt  of  fOK^rwi  Ij^f- 
lation  over  Ireland^  The  right  hopaunibje  gpitim^  bro^t 
^i>  Miendbnent  C9.^1rs  r€i<d)i|ip»  the  o^t  tiiop  tb^CaqMoiOK 
^y  and  quoted  wb^t  h^  oilfed  his  (Mr*  Sb^idtptT^  sahD- 
l^ption  a«  a  reafon).  Mr.  Sh^ddo  hoid  tbea  rvplled^  dm  tk 
^endment  had  reiaoved  no  part  of  hia  oliyediom  Vclai 
ihnce  fpoifie  and  divided  ^gaini^  this  isffybMOB  in  die  Con- 
^ittee. 

With  regard  to  other  particulars  m  thit  arraiv^footr  ^ 
find  votpd,  in  man^  inflances^  with  the  Minifies  f^  ^gao^ 
tiis  right  honourable  friend  and  th^  noble  lAiti^  VfA  ^  ^ 
fuggefted  fpme  amendments-  whiph  bad  beep  adc^tfti»  3&i 
which  certainly  tendied  to  fmooth  tl^  reception  of  die  pcopo 
lition^  in  Ireland,  l^e  left  the  Houfe  to  judge,  whether  tben 
was  any  thing  either  inflammatory  or  inconfifteot  in  this  etc* 
du£t.  But  his  opirrion  upon  tlie  whole  of  the  piaB»  as  itia 
completed,  he  had  deHvered  that  day,  and  that  opioiofi  k 
would  m;)intain« 

14  %mh;.      Lord  North  alfo  bq[ged  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  in  expl^ 
tion ;  he  vindicated  himfelf  from  the  charge  of  incoodfteoa 
made  againft  him  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  anilsii) 
ttjrned  againft  him  his  own  argument  of  flnfting  grou'.^.-* 
With  re^eA  to  the  quotation  of  the  right  honourable  geaik- 
man  from  his  fpeecb,  notwithftanding  bis  precaution  in  an- 
ting down  his  words,  he  had  been  guiky  of  n  great  ioaccciacy, 
for  he  had  not  faid,  that  we  had  oniy^o  expe<5l  the  return  frr"^ 
Ireland  in  the  cburfe  of  an  entire  centnry,  but  that  the  u: 
we  could  look  for  would  be  a  few  frigates,  freighted  wjth 
u         led  pork  and  bifcuit,  during  the  remainder  of  the  preiem  i^ 
turr,  a  period  only  of  fifteen  years. 

Ifr.  F»t.  Mr.  Fojf  began  with  remarking,  that  \n  the  perfonal  vi 
political  chara6ler  of  the  right  honouraMe  gejitleman  cfC 
againft  him  {Mr.  Fitt)  there  were  many  qualities  andlUi''*^ 
that  had  often  furprifcd  him,  and,  he  believed,  that  conforo* 
dcd  the  fpeculations  of  every  man  who  had  ever  much  coni* 
dered  or  analized  his  difpofition  v  but  that  his  condufi  ootki 
night  had  reduced  all  that  was  unaccosntable,  incobetentf  £» 
contradifiory  in  his  charafler  in  tiroes  paft,  to  a  mere  boAHj 
That  he  Ihoneout  in  a  new  light,  farpaffing  even  himfelfi^fi^ 
'  leaving  bis  hearers  wrapt  in  amafement,  tiocertain,  whf^ 
moft  to  wonder  sU  the  extraordinary  ip^h  tbey  had  h^ 
or  the  frontlefs  confidence  with  wfaidi  that  fpeech  had  to 
delivered.     Such  a  farrago  of  idle  and  arrogant  dedaioatieQi 

%ttered  ifi  any  other  place,  and  by  any  other  pcribo,  vf^^ 
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Ibtfeft  M  McAiM,  mmM  cuKonlNjr  fifl  (be  inefiAers  of  tlitt 
HoMile  With  «AmiidiaKsift  4  bik  ipoken  bj  that  riglu  faonou-*- 
rAle  gMtknan  ^tiim  thefe  waHs,  m  m  frefe noe  of  men 
mb^  wen  wkodSbB  of  all  the  ptDceedinga  upeii  this  bufioefsf 
«veiT  one  ef  frtioinv<HiM  bear  teAimony  to  tlie  grofs  and  <in- 
l)lfrfbfng  fallacy  of  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleinaQ.  It  waa» 
Mr.  FeiK  fiH,  an  aft  of  Mdaeft,  a  fpeeies  of  parliamentary 
fcardy hbod,  oertainiy  not  to  be  accounted  fiu:  ufion  any  JwoMi 
^r  reoei^  rutal  of  common  fenfe,  or  common  reafon. 

I  cannot  help  (contitined  Mr.  Foi)  leaaarkii^  the  ^afl  'tif* 
parity  m  the  tone  of  temper,  and  the  ftyle  of  exprei&on  ea- 
kibited  %y  Che  right  honoonihle  gentfeaua  »po^  tfaia  ni^t, 
ftam  ahofe  whkh  he  deemed  it  expedient  to  adopt  when  bto 
^piened  the  eighteen  profo&aionB  ao  c&s  Honfe^^-Oo  ^tul 
ia^t  I  q\to^  a  paffi^ 

Telephus  aut  Pelenc  cum  pHvper,  -tt  exul  mter^ae^ 
froj^iai-amfuilas^  A  Jefqur^cdaUs  verba  \ 

and  quoted  it  to  exemplify  the  change  which  the  4epIorAh 
fitaation  inio  which  his  rhfimefs,  his  ignorance^  or  what  ia 
not  more  reputable  than  ^cher^  a  fervile  adoption  of  other 
fnen^i  Sincies,  and  thmfting  forward  the  crude  heap  of  difcor- 
4ant  and  dangerous  materials  which  form  this  miierable  |HW* 
jeA,  had  involved  die  right  honourable  gfentleman.^  Upon 
chat  oocafioo,  I  codd  not  bdp  obferving,  that  tiie  <mp^l^ 
and  xhitfif^hbeJUim  «Mr60— tiut  die  right  honourable  gentle* 
anan't  magnincent  terms^  his  verbofe  periods^  and  thoTe  big 
booifaaAic  fenttmeots  which  coniHtutey  in  general,  the  prinei«' 
pal  part  of  his  orations^  had  for  eooe  ferfaken  him»  or  bean 
relin^ntflied^  for  language  and  for  manners  better  aecommo^ 
dated  Co  his  dilaftreos  condition.^— Then  we  faw  the  avowed 
coafisderacy  of  die  rieht  hononndde  gentleman  with  tholio 
abont  him  (meaning  Mr.  Jenldnfon),  whofe  co-operation  in 
the  seneral  fyftem  of  liis  government  the  right  hononrablo 
gehtlenua  is  lb  commonly  anxious  to  difavow,  but  whofe 
opinions  he  ib  tmtformly  psopagates  and  afets— Then  we 
faw  that  prepofterons  ambition,  that  gaudy  pridot  and  yaul« 
ting  vanity^  which  glare  npon  the  ohferver  beyond  all  the 
otlm*  charaderiftic  features  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man,  and  which  prompt  him  to  took  down  with  contempt  oa^ 
his  political  coadjutors— to  hncy  bimfelf  the  great  overieer^ 
ihe  Surveyor  General  of  the  Britifli  Govemnient.-*-*We  faw 
this  glittering  aftmbhg^  melt  away,  and  that  right  honousa^' 
bte  gentlamaa  defeend  tO'  a  ourioos  smd  moft  aAi^'iiig.  fympa« 

ihy  with  dbe  otbfr  fiippoctesra  of  diis  fyfie»»  as  wS  i^s  into 
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fofnething  like  a  nio3eft  and  civil  d^meaaor  towards  thofe  wha 
oppofed  it — But  alas  !  the  right  honourable  gentleman^is  de- 
iiiation  into  a  moderate  and  humble  oourfe  of  argument,— into 
a  courfe  befitting  a  man  dete£ted  in  ten  thoufand  inftancea  of 
folly,  precipitancy*  raflinefs,  weaknefs,  and  conibmmate  ig- 
norance of  the  iubjeA  in  difcuffion,  was  but  tranfient  and 
temporary.  The  hopes  of  a  reform  in  bis  conduft  were  as 
delufive  and  fallacious,  even  as  the  many  hopes  of  other  re- 
forms which  that  right  honourable  gentleman  has  guUed  a  ra- 
riety  of.perfons  in  this  country  to  entertain  upon  points  of 
more  importance*— Upon  this  night,  the  right  honourable  geo* 
tieman  has  rolapfed  into  his  own  favourite  and  darling  habits — 
Xheampultse  znA  fefquipidalia  verba  are  again  refomed,  with  ad- 
ditional redundancy.  Nerved  with  new  rancour,  andinipeUed 
with  frefli  vehemence,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ruihes 
blindly  forward  ;  but  furely  it  cannot  efcape  obfervatton,  that 
the  diiplay  of  thefe  paflions,  and  the  refumption  of  that  ipode 
of  reafoning,  are  the  beft  proofs  that  th^  right '  honourable 
gentleipan  is,  indeed,  reduced  to  the  Lift  extremity ;  and,  by 
the  ufe  of  fuch  arguments,  that  he  fbews  himfelf  defiitote 
of  any  that  better  become  a  real  Statefman,  or  a  great  orator. 
Beaten  out  of  every  thing  that  bears  the  femblanceof  argu- 
ment, without  the  leaft  fhred  or  remnant  of  reafoning  to  Tup* 
port  him,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  forced  upon  the 
rafh  and  dangerous  hazard  of  carrying  the  war  into  the  ene- 
my's camp ;  and  finding  it  impoflible  to  fay  one  word  in  vin- 
dication of  his  own  deformed  and  miferable  fyftem,  he  is  ob* 
Kged  to  throw  out  a  feries  of  inveflives^  and,  by  exhibiting  a 
lift  6f  charges  againfl  us  (charges  which,  the  very  moment 
he  gives  them  utterance,  he  knows  to  be  abfolutely  and  en* 
tirely  deftitute  of  every  vefttge  of  truth),  to  engage  the  atten- 
tion, and  divert  the  notice  of  the  Houfe  from  his  own  wretdi- 
ed  and  contemptible  fchemes.  The  admirable  argument  of 
my  honourable  friend  is  anfwercd  with  hard  epithets,  with 
ftrong  aflertidns,  with  lofty  phrafes,  with  long  and  laboured 
calumnies,  and  with  the  uiual  round  of  redundant  and  dif^ 

Sufting  egotifms.  In  proportion  to  the  poverty  of  tlie  caufe 
e  engages  in,  is  the  pompous  afllimption  of  the  right  honou* 
rable  gentleman  ;  and  of  all  the  various  fnigularities  which 
^mpofe  his  charafker,  nothing,  I  confefs,  amazes  me  fo  much 
as  the  perfedl  compofure  with  which  he  attempts  to  criminate 
his  adverfaries,  upon  points  in  which  he  is  himfelf,  of  all  men 
living,  the  moft  vulnerable ;  and  the  fteadinefs  and  refolution 
with  which  he  puts  forth  accufations,  in  a  defperate  defiance  of 
truth,  and  wi^h  as  determined  a  contepipt  of  prudence  and 

propriety 
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propriety  in  the  manner  of  urging  them.    Before  I  touch 
vpon  the.chaiges  to  which  I  allude,  I  cannot  help  obferving, 
with  what  fpecial  grace  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ridi- 
cules long  fpeecbe$ — ^with  what  a  fiQ|ular  juilneft  it  is  thac 
he»  of  all  the  members  in  this  Houle,  attempts  ta  correct 
others  for  occupying  much  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe.    I  do 
not  intend  to  deny  the  right  honourable  gentleman  the  merit 
of  great  abilities,  great  eloquence,  and  powers  of  pleafinghis 
bearers  ;  but  of  all  the  crimes  to  be  urged  a^ainft  any  perfon 
within  diefe  walls,  the  laft,  undoubtedw,  for  him  to  venture 
upon  is,  to  charge  the  long,  duration  ot  bis  fpeech  as  a  fault 
againft  any  o)eniber.*-*Hc,  lilce  myfelf,  is  under  the  necefEty 
of.  troubling  this  Houfe  much  oftener,  and  for  a  much  longer 
time,  than  is,  peihaps,  agreeable  ;  and  it  ill  becomes  either  of  * 
us  to  reprobate  others  for  a  pra£tice  we  ourfelves  fo  frequently 
fall  into.    Grateful  for  the  indulgence  we  are  favoured  with, 
and  iiacerely  thankful  for  the  patience  and  the  politenefs  with 
which  we  are  honoured,  we  ihogld  certainly  be  the  laft  to 
condemn  that  in  which  ourfelves  are  the  greateft  tran^reflbrs. 
And  I  fliall  drop  this  part  of  the  fubjeCt,  with  only  remark- 
ing, that  if  an  almoft  uniform  deviation  fxom  the  immediate 
AibjeA  in  difcuffioo, — if  abandoning  liberal  arguments  for  il* 
liberal  declamations, — if  frequently  qn^fting  found  fenfe  for 
indecent  farcafms,  and  prefinring  t6  roufe  the  paffions  an4 
inflame  the  prqudices  of  his  auditory,  to  the  convincing  their 
vnderftandings  and  informing  their  judgements,  tended  to  di» 
tninifli  the  title  of  any  member  of  thi^  Houfe  to  a  more  than 
common  portion  of  its  temper  and  endurance— I  do  not  know 
one  gentleman  who  would  have  fo  ill-founded  a  claim  upon 
it  for  fuch  favours,  as  the  very  right  honourable  gentleman 
himfelf. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  ftruggled  much  to  fis 
a  charge  of  inconfiftency  upon  my  noble  triend,  and  upon 
my  honourabk  friend,  near  me  (Mr.  Sheridan)  ;  and  fuch  is 
the  fatality  of  an  inordinate  appetite  for  accufation,  that  the 
only  point  by  which  he  has  cbofen  to  illuftrate  this  inconiif- 
tency,  is  a  point  that  proves,  as  clear  as  day  light,  that  both 
the  one  and  the  other  is  pcrfedly  and  thoroughly  confiflent* 
The  noble  Lord  fupports  the  fourth  propofition,  becauie  he 
thinks  it  makes  laws  no  more  for  Ireland  than  is,  in  this  in- 
fiance^  very  juft.  The  honourable  gentleman  reprobates  it, 
becaufe  he  thinks  it  an  infidious,  a  deceitful,  and  treacherous 
manoeuvre,  to  cheat  the  IriOi  out  of  their  independence,  and 
dupe  them  into  fervility,  by  profpedls  of  advantages  of  an« 
other  kind.     1  he  noble  Lord  and  the  honourable  gentlemaa 
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hivf  taken  the  fame  fide,  argoed  upon  the  fame  principle, 
aiid  afled  ander  the  fame  impreflion,  upon  the  fame  fobjed, 
from  the  fit  ft  moment  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in- 
troduced it  to  this  Houfe ;  their  language  has  been  unvarying, 
and  their  condudt  in  Av'ifk  unifon  with  their  refpeAive  decla- 
rations. The  noble  Lord  has  fhewn  the  danger  to  the  trade 
of  England  from  the  adoption  of  thefe  propontrons,  and  has, 
in  my  judgement,  unanfwerably  confirmed,  that  the  pro- 
mifed  compenfation  is  delufive  and  fallacious  in  the  extreme; 
in  both  thete  portions  my  honourable  friend  concurs  ;  nay» 
he  goes  farther,  and  demonftrates,  that  although  he  might 
^ifh  well  to  the  propoficions  as  generally  favourable  to  the 
trade  of  Ireland  in  their  original  liate^  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  alterations  have  fo  radically  changed  their  nature, 
that  Ireland  will  be  the  pofitive  lofer  in  thefe  three  great 
branches,  viz.  the  American,  the  Weft  Indian,  and  Eaft- 
Indian  trade ;  fo  that  the  only  chance  ihe  has  of  benefit,  or 
of  indemnifying  herfelf  for  the  injury  fhe  receives  by  the 
change  of  her  pref*nt  fyftem  of  trade  in  thefe  great  lines  of 
commerce,  confifts  folely  in  the  hopes  of  underielling  Eng- 
land in  the  Englifh  markets.  .He  therefore  confiders  the 
arrangement  upon  the  whole  as  prejudicial  to  Ireland  (inde- 
pendent of  the  attempt  at  refuming  the  power  of  legiflatioa 
under  the  fourth  propofition)  becaufe  it  is  not  by  the  down- 
fal  of  England  thai  he  wifhes  Ireland  to  profper*  Thus,  all 
my  noble  friend's  argument  tended  to  fhew  the  danger  to  the 
man  :fa6lures  and  trade  of  England  from  the  propofed  fyiflem: 
my  iionourahle  friend  admits,  that  Ireland's  only  fource  of 
benefit  s  confined  to  England,  for  that,  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  foreign  trade  every  thing  is  againft  her;  and  in  this 
'point  fo  tricmpluntly  dwelt  upon  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  T  VIr.  Pitt)  as  the  criterion  of  their  contradi£tion, 
nothing  in  fa6t  appears  hut  the  moft  precife  confiftency  on 
their  part.  This  detedllon  of  his  miftake  may  perhaps  (but 
I  believe  noihing  can)  teach  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
previoufly  to  conCder  a  charge  before  he  makes  it,  and  not 
wafte  fo  much  phlegm,  nor  expend  fo  many  fine  periods,  upon 
fubje£ts  which  will  only  fheW  his  own  raftinefs^  weaknefs, 
and,  I  had  aimoft  faid,  abfurdity !  ' 

But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  feems  detemiined,  at 
all  rifks,  to  hli  up  the  catalogue  of  accufations;  and  jn  the 
hey-day  of  his  fpleen,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  indignation,  to 
contemn  every  confequence  to  himfelf,  provided  he  fucceeds 
in  givinc;  us  a  fide  blow.  What  is  the  world  to  think  of  that 
fight  honourable  gentleman's  difcretion  and  judgement  from 

'  this 
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this  night,  who,  upon  the  fiahjeS  of  the  Irifh  propoHtions, 
ventures,  neither  more  nor  Irfs,  than  to  charge  us  with 
ihifting  our  ground,  and  playing  a  dbuhle  game.  > 

Is  there  a  gentleman  here»  who,  out  of  this  Houfe  at  the 
ntoment  would  have  believed  that  the  right  honourahle  gea- 
tlerpan  ^ou'ld  have  been  io  unguarded,  (b  fenfelefs,  fo  mad^ 
as  to  Aumble  on  fuch  a  charge  ?  He— He,  to  talk  of  our  fliift- 
ing  our  ground  !  He,  who  has  ihifted  his'ground,  until,  in 
truth,  he  has  no  ground  to  ftand  upon  I  He,  who  has  afiumed 
fo  many  fliapes,  colours,  and  charaders,  in  the  progrefs 
of  this  extraordinary  undertaking — He,  who  has  proclaimed 
determinations  only  to  recede  from  them;  who  has  aflert^d 
principles  only  to  renounce  them.  He,  whofe  whole  condud), , 
from  the  firft  moment  the  fyAem  has  been  propofed,  is  one 
continued  chain  of  tricks,  quibbles,  fubterfuges,  and  tergi* 
verfations ;  uniform  alone  in  contradidions  and  inconfiften- 
cics.  Compare  the  twenty  propofitions  now  upon  your 
table,  with  the  eleven  original  ones,  as  he  introduced  them 
to  this  Houfe;  coo^pare  bis  language  on  that  day  with  the 
language  of  to-night  i  compare  the  nature  of  the  two  ftrings 
of  propofitions,  fubftantially  and  Fundamentally  fubverted  in 
many  part Sy  in  all  materially  altered,,  with  thpfe  reiterated 
declarations,  that  not  one  principle  could,  on  any  terms  b9 
meddled  with :  let  the  HouUi  refieSt  upon  thefe  circumftan* 
ces,  and,  then  let  them  judge  whether  a  grofler  piece  of 
infanity  was  ever  heai'd  of,  than  that  the  author  of  all  this 
miferable  foolery  ihouldt' charge  others  .wi(h  Shifting  their 
ground?  •    : 

And  then  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  pleafed  to  fay^ 
that  we  are  playing  a  double  game.  The  parent  of  double 
games,  and  the  veiy  eflence  of  double  dealing  through  every 
part  of  this  bufineis,  is  the  very  man  who  has  the  front  to 
make  this  charge.  But.  does  he  think  this  nation  is  as  blind 
and  fenfelefs  as  thofe  who,  in  fupporting  this  fyilem  within 
thefe  walls,  avow  their  utter  ignorance  of  it,  as  the  motive 
that  impels  them  ?  Does  he  think  an  abfolute  flupefa£lion  has 
petrified  the  intellects  of  men,  that  he  fhould  have  the  boldneis 
to  talk  of  other  people*s  playing  a  double  game?  He  who  has 
played  a  double  game  with  England,  a  double  game  with 
Ireland,  and  juggled  both  nations  by  a  train  of  unparallelled 
fubtilfety? 

Who  propofed  the  Cche.n)e  to  Ireland  as  a  digefted  fyftem, 
final  and  complete ;  pledging  the  faith  of  Government  that 
the  eleven  propofitions  contained  the  whole,  and  that  not 
one  of  tliem  ibould  b^  altered  ?  The  right  honourable  gentle* 

3  P  a  man. 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  i785. 

man.  Vfho  fwelled  thefe  eleren  to  eighteen  propofitioof ,  ia 
a  variety  of  fondamental  points  radtcallj  alteied  and  overtam- 
ed?  The  right  honourable  gentleman.  Who  aflbted  the  body 
of  Britifli  traders  and  mannfii&urers,  that  their  refpeAiye 
branches  ihonld  be  faithfully  fecnred  irom  every  evil ;  who 
denied  this  afTurance  afterwards ;  who  folemnly  decUtvdt  in 
the  face  of  the  Houiie  of  Commons,  tint  ail  the  principle  of 
the  original  eleven  ihooid  remain  inviolate;  who  was  it  after- 
wards that  openly  violated  this  foiemn  declaration  ?  Let  the 
nght  honourable  gentleman  aofwer  thefe  queftions  if  be  can, 
and  let  the  world  decide  whieh  fide  of  the  Houfe  has  been 
playing  a  double  gape. 

Does  the  impodtion  which  almoft  every  manufadarer 
who  has  feen  the  right  honourable  gentleman  upon  this  bnfi« 
tiefs,  arife  only  from  a  mifubderftanding  f  That  perfens 
jftanding  in  this  Houfe  in  the  light  of  rivalfiiip  and  political 
emulation,  prone  to  mifconceive  arid  to  miCnterpretf  fhoald 
often  mtfunderftand  each  other,  is  no  great  caufe  of  wonder. 
But  what  intereft  could  the  manufafturers  of  England  have 
to  mtfunderftand  the  right  honout^fe  gentleman?  Drd  it 
arife  from  his  want  of  power  to  eKptefs  himfelf  ^  Wat  it 
owing  to  his  habitual  brevity ;  to  his  known  diflikfe  to  cir* 
cromlocutlon^  and  ta  the  circumftahds  of  his  never  nlRng 
more  words  than  are  barely  filfficient  to  give  his  meaning? 
The  world  will  jttdge  whether  to  impute  it  moft  to  thtfe 
caufeS)  or  indeed  to  the  pUying  a  double  game. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  not  in  retorting  thef^  filly  charges  that  we 
reft  our  defence  on  thefe  points.  From  the  beginning  we  have 
been  uniform  atid  confifteot  ^  and  if  any  new  otijedtons  have 
been  urged  by  uv,  they  are  attributable  to  the  novelty  of  the 
propofitions  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  liae  pno« 
duced  Without  any  previous  notice  to  this  Hou^^  to  this 
country,  or  to  Ireland.  It  were  i^dleed  a  hardship  and  in« 
juAice,  that  becsufe  we  combated  the^efeds  of  a  new  fcheme, 
we  fliould  be  liable  to  the  charge  of  ftiift1n|  our  ground 
i^aitift  an  old  fcheme,  no  longer  the  obje6^  of  difcofRon :  and 
here  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  if  it  be  true,  that  mgrari* 
tude  18  the  worft  of  fins,  1  can  fee  no  light  in  which  tber^t 
honodrable  gentleman  appears,  but  that  ^ihe  worft  cf  finners. 
What  a  pernicious  fcheme  would  thifi  have  heen»  unpurged 
by  our  amendments  I  and  now  what  a  return  doe^  be  itoake 
us  I  Rut  there  ikte  proud  and  (bikn  fouls  in  this  world, 
enveloped  in  a  faftidious  admiration  of  themiel^es,  and  an 
auftere  and  haughty  conteftipt  for  the  felt  of  the  woirfd;  upon 
whom  obligation  has  Only  the  ttk&  <if  emnity,  and  whofe 
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red  is  bcft  fecuTed  hy  redeemtog  tbecn  from  danger  and 
honour. 

There  remain t  one  more  charge  to  be  noticed,  |rhteh  it 
>Tc  fingalar^  if  pofibk,  than  tbefotmer,  beeaaleit  is  mem 
»andlcfs  and  palpable.  The  right  hcMtourahlt  geotkmaii 
rms,  that  now,  for  the  iirft  time,  an  objedimJimade  to 
r  fourth  propoiition;  and' he  in^uf tbtn  my  iileace  thit 
;ht  thai  I  had  no  argumentt  to  oppoA  to  it.  *  How  any.'man, 
:l\  the  fmalleft  faculty  of  reccIle£lion,  with*  the  fligfateft 
ling  of  ihame^  can  hazard  fueh  a  reproach,  is,  I  confefs^ 
me  perfedly  unaccountable  I  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one 
n,  not  inerely  in  this  houfe,  but  in  this  nation,  that 
ds  a  newfpaper,  vho  can  be  tgnor^int,  that  I  have  nni* 
mly  reprobated  this  fourth  propofitton  from  the  firft  mo* 
mt  of  its  jotrodudion ;  that  we  divided  the  Committed 
on  this  very  claufe  of  the  fyftem,  and  that  our  minority 
it  a  very  fmall.one.  The  very  argument^  1  fliall  now  urge 
ainft  it,  wiM  demonftrate  the  filfehood  of  the  accufaciofi^ 
*  they  will  only  be  a  repetition  of  what  I  faid  before;  and, 
len  the  floofe  fees  that  I  am  charged  with  never  befbn$ 
iring  objeAed  to  this  pfopoficion,  they  will,  I  trufi,  eircufe 
i  for  tautology  and  repetition. 

Here  Mr.  Fox  went  over  the  ground  of  his  ofwo  object 
ns  to  this  part  of  the  fvftem.  He  faid,  he  had  no  ioobt 
i  fair  oonftrndion  of  tne  ibarth-  ntfolution '  would  Appear 
any  man  living,  of  commofrfenfe,  to  be  virtually  to  mak^ 
es  for  Irefaini,  and  would  be  to  renovate  raflily  and  wae^ 
ily  the  jealovfies  of  the  whole  Irifli  naiioAy  upon  a  point 
the  moft  peculiar  tendcmefs  and  dfiieacy.  In  vain  wen^ 
empts  made  10  aflimitat^  this  furnender  of  the  legiMitive 
fependence  of  Ireland^  with  ibe  cafe  of  tffeatiel  between 
o  fevft«ign  ftates.  In  the  latter  eafe^  one  Stale  bound  tt^c* 
f  to  do  femething  defined  and  Specific  when  the  other  adop^ 
[  feme  defined  and  fpeeific  meafufo*  <  Here  was  nocondi* 
m  of  iervit^^rt  and  obedienoe,  but  a  mutvwl  agreement  to 
xxnipUih  fonvithHig  underHnidd  antf  particuiari(ed  by<^oetn^ 
>n  iconienty  for  their  ootnmou  advantage,  upon  a  eertaia 
niingenty.'  T<i  mjikfe  rh^  cafes  fimilar,  aH  inltanos'flicAild 
proiiuced  (ivMck  infta^ce,  Mr.  Fox  affirmed,  could  not 
foQad  fh  H)c  "lit-ilory  cvf  mJinkind)  viietle  one  independent 
are  ^oumf  irfelf  foUmnlv  to  do  ai5y  thing  ondir^ned^  uit* 
scific,  ifnd  uMoTtJiiii,  at  t^e  arbitrary  demand  of  ancfther 
are.  Pretifely  fucfa  a  dfemand  wnsld  be  madet  epon  Ire* 
^'\  ami  if  this  propoftrton  wds  adopted,  no  man  would  be 
npleeaougti  to  deny,  that  HbngUnid  wp«ld  make  laws  foe 

'  •  •  Ireland; 
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Ifdand ;  for  what  would  be'  the  pafling  of  a  bill  under  the 
operation  of  this  member  of  the  propofed  fyftem  through 
ii^  Parliament  of  ^Ireland  but  a  legiflati ve  mockery  ?  for  not 
a  iingle  change  could  be  made  in  it  afterwards,  and  fair  dif- 
cufiiMi  and  free-agency  would,  from  that  moment,  be  utterly 
extinguiflied. 

Thus  incontcftably  flood  the  matter  in  point  of  reafoning 
and  in  point  of  fad.  He  could  conceive  many  poffible 
cafes,  where  the  concurrence  of  the  Iriih  Parliament  might 
be  required  to  arrangements  abfolutely  deftrudive  of  the  in- 
terefls  of  Ireland— -Suppofe  an  Engliih  a6t  of  Parliaroexit 
reftrained.  the  trade  to  the  Colonies  to  particular  articles  ia 
which  England  flourifhed,  and  which  Ire};ind  dealt  in  littk 
or  nothing.  Soppofe  an  Engliih  aft  of  Parliament  prohi- 
bited all  foreign  trade  in  (hips  of  a  defcription,  in  wiiich  de- 
fcription  of  mips  alone  Ireland  now  carries  on  her  trade.  — 
Many  other  cafes  would  occur  to  gentlemen,  if  tbey  will 
take  the  trouble  of  reflediing  upon  the  poiBhIe  operations  cf 
the  fourth  propofition.  This  fvflem  once  adopted,  Ire^anii 
witliout  breach  of  faith,  could  not  refiife  to  regifter  the 
Engliih  law  into  her  flatute  book  ;  and  numerous  inftances 
might  occur  hereafter,  where  the  Parliament  of  that  kingJom 
muft  reft  upon  this  defperate  alternative,  either  to  viola-e 
the  faith  of  the  nation,  or  to  'betray  and  fac'rifice  in 
deareft  interefls.  This  confideration,  Mr.  Fox  fairl,  f\er. 
independent  of  its  infidioufly  cefuming  a  power  moA  folemn- 
ly  renounced,  would  perfuade  him  to  the  rcje&ion  of  the 
fourth  propofuton ;  and  in  this,  as  well  as  in  a  thou  (and  other 
points  of  view,  he  faw  the  whole  of  the  propofed  plan,  as 
the  infallible  fource  of  eternal  difcontent,  animoflty,  and  id 
blood,  between  the  two  kingdoms,  though  we  were  capti- 
vated with  the  flouriihing  and  fanciful  piAuies  of  the  bar* 
mony  and  concord  that  are  to  cement  the  fifter  nations,  ac- 
cording to '  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  predi&ions. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  adopts  a  mode  of  recom* 
mooding  the  fourth  propoTition,  perfe£tly  fuited  to  the  capa- 
city And  turn  of  thofe  who  proclaim  their  confidence  in  bio. 
ZB  the  principle  that  procures  their  fupport  to  a  fyftem,  of 
which  they  make  no  fcruple  to  avow  themfdves  perfedlj 
dHquaUiied  from  judging.  But  unlefs  he  thinks  all  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Houfe  are  blinded  by  the  fame  fcandalous  igr«o- 
vance ;  unlefs  he  is  weak  enough  to.  perfuade  himfclf  that  the 
nation  ia  pofieflcd  with  tlie  fame  bigoted  cnthufiafm  and 
inveterate  idolatry  for  him,  why  will  he  venture  upon  fuch 
Bonfenfe  ?  The  arguiilgnt  is  -«  As.>vell  might  England  com- 
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n  of  farrendering  her  Ic^giflative  independence,  becaiiiii^ 
is  bound  by  this  treaty  to  fimilarity  of  trade  and  naviga- 

I  laws  with  Ireland  ;  viz.  that  England,  who  is  to  mak« 
law,  might  as  well  complain  as  Ireland  who  is  to  obe^ 
law.  This  is  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argument; 
let  no  jone  imagine  that  he  employs  fuch  rank  folly  from 

It  of  abilities  ;  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  abilities 
very  confiderable,  and  if  the  caufe  admitted  of  a   better 
!nce,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  certaiulj^  . 
Ice  it. 

»Vhen  England  agrees  to  be  govei^ed  by  trade  laws  ori«r 
uting.in  the  Iriih  Parliament^  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
n's  reafoning  will  be  forcible ;  but  with  all  the  partiality 
his  Houfe  for  him,  even  he  will  not  dare  to  give  utterancir 
fuch  a  propofition  within  thofe  walls.   Why  he  thinks  the 

II  are  more  infendble  to  the  bleffings  of  their  conftitution 
n  we  arcy  I  know  not. 

Mthough  the  right  honourable  gentleman  charges  upon  me,- 
1 1  have  not  heretofore  oppofed  this  proportion,  he  might 
II  have  recoUefted,  that  a  noble  Lord  near  him  (Lord 
ihon)  had  attempted  to  ridicule  me  when  this  quefiion  wats 
3re  under  difcuffion,  as  being  now  an  Engiiih,  nt>w  an 
h  patriot  \  and  to  that  ridicule,  impotent  and  aukward 
ugh  it  fell,  I  beg  leave  to  plead  guilty.  I  wiih  to  appear 
at  I  re;dly  feel,  both  an  Englilh  and  an  Iriih  patriot ;  only- 
it  be  recolle£led,  that  I  am  not  fo  now  for  the  exigency  of 
moment.  Let  it  be  recollefted,  that  if,  in  defending  the 
trties  of  Ireland,  and  difcovering  a  jealoufy  for  her  confti« 
ion,  I  defer ve  the  name  of' an  Irifh  patriot,  to  that  ho- 
ir  I  am  intitled  fince  the  firft  day  of  this  felHon  of  Par- 
nent,  when  I  could  not  forefeetne  events  of  the  prefentr 
^  and  long  before  I  had  heard  that  any  commercial  treaty 
b  Ireland  had  ever  been  talked  of.  I  embraced  the  firft  op*' 
tunity  of  the  meeting  of  this  Houfe,  to  publifh  my  execra« 
n  of  the  conduA  of  the  King's  Miniftry  in  their  proceed- 
;sin  Ireland,  where  I  faw  the  fundamental  andnnoft  facre4 
nciples  of  the  conftitution  daringly  overturned,  anddo£lrine« 
danced  and  meafures  adopted,  in  my  judgement,  utterly  Tub-  * 

five  of  every  trace  of  civil  liberty;  and  all  this  in  the  zeal  • 

the  right  honourable  gentleman  (for  to  him  atone  I  look 
the  fource,  or  what  is  juft  as  bad,  the  patron  of  thefepro** 
dings)  to  fupprefs  the  reform  of  Parliament  in  Ireland. 
Upon  the  opening  of  the  propofed  arrangements  in  this 
ufe,  I  repeated  the  fame  arguments,  and  was  convinced  that 
iland  never  called  for  this  fyftem,  rjor  ever  thought  of  it^ 

but 
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Irat  was  (et'ioaAj  otegpied  with  other  objefite;  I  added,  that  I 
confiikrffi  the  whote  plan  as  a  lure  to  divert  che  Irifh  from  cod- 
-  Attucional  points,  by  throwing  the  trade  of  Eqgland  at  their 
feet ;  and  to  reeoncile  them  to  the  violation  of  tM  Uvrs  of  the 
land  aiid  of  the  cooftstotion,  by  the  enchantiog  profpeA  cf 
>     file  coteimerctal  benefits  held  out  hy  this  fyftenu    In  this  op-- 
■ion  I  am  ftrenetiiened  every  day»  and  the  eager  part  a&d 
by  thole  who  rarroand  the   right   hooourable    gentleman 
(Mefirs*  Dundas  and  Jenkinibn)  would  confiroi  to  me  tlut 
niy  fears  for  the  conftiturion  of  Ireland  were  not  ill  fbundd, 
had  this  foyrth  propofition  been  to  this  hour  withheld  froia 
England,  as  it  has  been  fludioufly  ccMicealed  from  Inland.    If 
sMscondndt  conftitute  an  Irifli  patriot,  I  am  one  ;  aad  if  to 
ilruggle  to  fave  the  trade  of  England  froaBTanhihUatian,  gifc 
any  claim  to  che  appellation  of  an  Eogliih  patriot*  to  thjt 
appeliatton  I  pofles.that  dai«n.  I  did  not  incite  the-merdunts 
and  manufafiurers  to  an  oppofition  to  this  ficbeme  :  if  I  wm 
capable  of  making  them.  inftrumerKs  in  this  buiioefa,  they 
were  incapable  of  becoming  my  inftmments  — they  did  not 
Ibllow  me,  but  i  fiofi towed  them.    'To  the  right  hoocMirable 
gcmleman^s  goveoBment  they  were  exceedingly  partial  i  Mi 
not  ^uite  recovered  from  the  infanity  of  the  tiones,  tbejr  were 
ibfelutely  prejudiced  againft  me  and  my  friends;  tfcey.are^s 
diicemiog  and  refpe^bble  a  body  of  laen  as  any  in  iimtipc^ 
and  merind,  i  think,  better  treatoientthan  they  experienced 
fiom  the  right  honoorable  .gentleanan*     ^     , » -^^ 

No  man  was.ever  more  indebted  to  the  prot^^ofi  of  tbf 
Plcople  than  that  right  honourable  gentkxnan*  and  410  people 
I  believe  ever  fo  foon  began^o  repent  of  their  prediledioo, 
Evety  SL&  of  his  government  has  tended  to  open  their  eyes; 
diey  are,  [  believe,  very  completely  cured  of  the  popular  in- 
legion,  but  I  fear  their  conviftion  comes  a  little  too  late. 

I  fliall  now  relinquish  this  fuhje£t,  perhaps  for  ever,  with 
Kpeating  a  fontiment  that  I  have  before  thrown  out  in  the  j 
difcoi&onsupon  this  bufinefs :  I  will  not  barter  EfiglKfiicooi 
Bierce  for  Iriih  Slavery ,  that  is  not  the  price  I  Would  pavi 
nor  is  this  the  thing  I  would  purchafe. 
MrPolte.       Mr   Puiit^ney  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr« 
*^*  Fox)  had  hrovight  the  matter  now  to  a  very  fliort  iflue;  be 

had  objedied  to  the  propofitions  at  ficft  as  hurtful  to  Eng* 
knd ;  he  had  objected  to  them  now,  as  deftruiSlive  to  the  la* 
dependent  legiflative  authority  of  Ireland. 

TherHottfe  proceeded  at  one  o'clock,  and  continued  till  pai^ 
.jbur,  to  make  4Rnendmeot$^  four  or  £ve  of  whtcb  wetfi 
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offered  by  Mr;  Eden^  and  being  admitted  to  be  necellaryf, 
^'ere  accepted. 

Mr,  Fox  moved  afterwatds*  to  eqiializ6  the  dtities  oh  thp  Mr.  Tom. 
import  of  raw  materials  Into  the  two  klrigdoffis,  and  alfo  oq 
the  expbrt  of  manufadluces  to  foreign  port«,  and  Isiffo  to  adopt; 
mutu^ly  flU  .prohibitions  on  foreign  manufafture's.     T^is 
claule  was  negatived.  '    .         ,    .> 

;  The  Houfe  at  the  condufion  refolved  ;  "  Th:lt  the  refo:.^ 
"  lmion$  hie  communicated  to  the  LoM^f  and  iheiy  ^oqcurn 
^  rence  defiredthereto,"^  '^  ,j 

r         •    •  .  ^  ( 

Mr.  Francis  moyed  the  fcdlowii^  Tefofastionfl^  upon  which 
Mr.  Dun^as  mor«d  the  proviaos  qvefticn.    rrr  * 

*'  That  itzfrftaxB  to  tkisHoafi^  tkit  jn:a.lift  JaU  faeferef 
*'  thit  Hoiirfe  on  the  7th  ef  FebnoAry^  i^f  intitied,  *  A 
*^  lift  of  all  oficet,  places,  and  employments,  in  the  civil  an^ 
**  military  efteUilhments  of  the  United  Eafl^r»dia  Company/ 
**  in  the  Eaft  Indiei^  with  the  fsriairies^  or'  parf  end  cmoitr^ 
^*  ments.  belongine  theretD,-  nr  allowrd  or  paid  liy  the'faid^ 
<!  Company  in  v^fc£t  thrflBof,'  varimis  offices,  pJsdes,  and 
**  etoptoyments  are/flated,  «f  which  the  profits  are  (aid.  to* 
'*  be  voknown ;  and  that  in  the  faid  Hft*  notnentibn  is  OMde*,' 
*5  or  notice  takent  of  the  marine  eftabHfliment  maintained* 
^t  by  the  gevemisient  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  oi'ofany^  , 

*^  oflSce  or  cmpioyment  conne£ted  with^  or  belonging  to  thar 
««  eftaWifliment/*  • 

''  That  it  appears,  to  this  Houfe,  that,  in  an  eftimate  laid 
*'  hr&MTC^tfais  Houfe  by  tKe  Conrt  of  Dire£h>rs  of  thefiaft-- 
**  Indb  Company,  and  dated  the  X4tfa  of  February,  1^7849' 
*^  the  civil  charges  of  the  government  of  Bengal  fire  ftated  at 
*^  ^$OfOOo].  fierlitig  per  annum/'  ^ 

**  That  it  appears  to  this  Hotrfe,  that,  m  a  Kft  laid  before' 
'«  this  Hdofe  by  the  Court  of  Dire^ors  of  the  Eaft-iadia 
'«  Company,  on  the  7th  of  Fefcmary  f  785%  iatitled,  ^  A  iift' 
^f  of  all  offioes,  places,  and  ensployments,  in  the  civil  and* 
military  eftablifliments  of  the  United  Eaft  India  Cempany 
iu  the  Eaft  Indies,  with t^e  Claries,  or  pay  andsmoIuiBents 
belonging  thereto,  or  allowed  or  paid  by  the  £iid  Com<-> 
**  paey  in  nefpedl  thereof^'  the  civil  charges  of  abe  gO¥em*' 
ment  of  Bengal  are  ftataed  at927,94jh  ' 
That  it  appears  tothisi  Houfe,  that,  in  an  aaccvint  laid^ 
H  before  this  Houfe  by  the  Conrt  of  DireAnri  of  the  Eaft-'  - 
**  India  Compaoyy  on  the  nth'  of  Manh  u&c,.  bitiided^ 
.V0IL.XV1II.                    3CL*                          ***  State- 
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*'  '  Statements  of  the  falaries  and  emoluments  bdooging  to 
'*  the  feveral  offices  and  appointments  lender  the  general  de- 
*^  partment,  revenue  department,  and  commercial  depart* 
*^  ment  in  Bengal,  in  the  years  1782  or  1783,  compared 
'*  with  their  amount  in  1776;'  the  civil  charges  of  diego* 
**  vernment  of  Bengal  are  ftated  at  616,556!. 

<^  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that,  in  a  lift  laid  before 
^^  this  Houfe  by  the  Directors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
'^,  on  the  7th  of  February  1 7851  the  chaige  of  the  military 
**  eftablifliment  of  the  government  of  &ngjd  is  flated  at 
^  1,078,5101, 
^  <'  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that,  in  an  •ftimate  of 

'^  the  probable  refoorces  and  difburfements  of  the  fiengal 
*'  govept^ipear^  from  the '30th  of  April  1784,  to  the  ift  of 
^  May  1785,  made  up  at  Fort  William  on  the  aad  of  No- 
^  vember  1784,  and  laid  befoce  this  Houfe  by  the  Court  of 
**  DireAors  of  the  Eaft-Lndia  Company  on  the  27th  of  April 
^  1785,  the  charge  of  the  military  eftablifhment  of  the  go- 
V  vernment  of  Bengal,  exdufive  of  military  buildings,  and 
^*  exdufivt  of  the>  arrears  .of  the  preceding  year,  annoonts 
^  to  currdnt'  nipeesi^02,8o^oi7  or  2,081,501!.  i8s.  ,^i^. 
^  1  '*  Thai  itappears.  to  this  Home,,  that  theCourt  of  jlWrec* 
^  tors  of  the  £aft*India  Com|kH)]^  in  the. eftimares  annexed 
*5  to  dieir  Report  of  the  14th  of:  February,  1784^'  have  ftated 
**  to  this  Houfe  a  neat  fur  plus  of  revenue  in  Bengal,  inclod- 
M  ing  thepibduceof  fait  and  opium,  amounting  to  1,644,689!. ; 
<<  and  that  the  (aid  DireQors;  in  their  Reportof  the  srft  of 
**  May  1784,  have  ftated  to  this  Houfe,  *  That  the  Gover- 
^*  nor  "Genevalrand  Council  of 'Bengal,  in  the  month*  of  Sep- 
'<  tembeo  iy%ii  tranfinitted^an  eftiiuale  of  their  receipts  and 
^<  payments  between  the  goth  of  April  1783*  and  the  ift 
<<  of  May  1784  ;  ihzl  in^this  eflimate,  the  Governor  Gene- 
'  ^*  ral  and  Council  appeared  to  have  obargiM  every  debt  doe 
^  by  the  Company  in  Bengal,  the  principal  of  the  bond  dd>t 
*^  excepted ;  and  to  have  fkied  all  their  ^ctvil  and  ^lilitary 
<^:expenccs  imduding  thofe  of  the  deticbments  fenring  in  the 
'<  other prefidencies,  according  to  their  higheft  war  euaUifli- 
'<  ments  up  to  the  ift  of  Ma'y  1784,  although  redu&tons  had 
<<  been  made  in  thofe  efiaUifllmeits,  which,  in  that  period, 
<<  would  begin  to  Ofterate  confideraUy :'  and  that  rhe  (aid  Di- 
*«  redors,  in  their  Report  of  the  a  ift  of  May  1784/  have 
««  farther  declared,  that  <  they  did  not  fee  any  reafen  to 
«^  doubt,  but  in  the  year  ending  the  ifl  of  May  1785,  the 
M  commercial  profit  on  fait-  and  opium,  and  the  money  re- 
*•  ceived  for  certificates  payable  in  England^  would  be  ap- 

«-  \-      -^  ..       **  plicafalc 


Af  tjSs.  DEBATE   S.'  4^ 

^*  pltcaUe,  as  fiated  in  their  former  Report,  to  commercial, 
<«  purpbfes^  ^  and  a  ver^  confiderable  furpltis  of  revenue  re- 
*'  main  to  be  applied  m  aid  of  the'  other  fettlements,  ihould 
'*  they  ftill  need  fach  aid,  or  in  difcharge  of  the  bond  debt/ 

*'  That  it  appears  to  this  Hbuie,  that  on  the  face  of  the 
**  eftimate  of  the  probable  refources  and  difl>urfements  of  thei 
•*  Bengal  government,  from  the  30th  of  April  1784,  to  the 
**  ift  of  May  1785,  made  up  by  the  Governor  General  and 
«*  Council  on  the  22A  of  November  1 784,  the  excefs  of  ex- 
••  pefled  difburferoents  beyond  the  refources  of  the  year 
'^  ending  the  ift  of  May  1)85,  amounts  to  current  rupees 
•*  149^1,433,  or  to  1,676,41  il. 

•*  That  It  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  adding  the  furplus, 
«*  cflimated  by  the  Court  of  Diredlors  to  the  d^iency  efli- 
««  mated  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  there  is  a 
<«  difference  between  the  two  eftimates  of  the  refources  and 
**  difburfements  of  the  Bengal  government  for  the  year  end- 
^*  ing  the  firft  of  May,  1 785,  which  difference  amounts  to 
«  3,321,1001.'* 

And  the  previous  queftion  being  put  on  each,  **  That  th« 

^  queftion  be  now  put;''  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

» 

Friday^  June  3, 
No  debate. 

June  6  and  7. 

Not  members  fuflicient  to  make  a  Houfe. 

I 

JVcdniJday^  June  8* 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  had  feveral  regulations  to  pro-v 
pofe  in  the  tax  6h  females.  He  meant  to  make  certain  exemp-^ 
tions  in  the  maid-fervants'  tax,  and  to  make  up  that  diminu- 
tion by  a  tax  on  bachelors,  the  idea  of  which  he  borrowed  from 
a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  and  he  was  ready  to 
acknowledge  bis  thanks  for  the  hint.  The  hardihips  which 
bad  been  ilated  againft  the  tax  on  the  females  wers,  generally^ 
that  it  wooM  fall  on  the  fervant,  which  he  b(sgged  leave  to 
deny.  And  next,  it  was  faid,  that  it  would  fall  particularly 
heavy  on  fuch  families  as  had  children,  and  were  leaft  able  to 
bear  itk  Now,  in  his  opinion,  ^hat  was  the  cafe  in  all  taxt$ 
where  they  bore  on  the  confumption  ;  but  he  meant  to  makt  . 
fttch  exemptions  as  would,  in  a  great  meafurci  take  away  that 
•^•Aion,  and  ihould/ therefore, '  propofe^  that  M  idl  famiiiet 

3  Q,  ^  •f 


of  two  childf^n  ^nd  uptya^ds^  orie  C^vznt  iOipald  1)«  all^wqi 
CO  every  two  children  of  a  ctrtMU  aig^  whidi^  oodopbtedlj, 
would  occafion  a  great  diminutioQ  in  the  tax,  hoUr  inpch«  it 
^as  impb^\)Ie  to  lav ;  but  he  trufled  the  deficiency^  wouU 
be  made  Up  bj  doubling  the  male«fervant  tax,  at  Ieaft»  in  (uch 
proportion  as  to  iaak^  every  bachelor,  keeping  one  male  fer^* 
tant,  pay  .one  pound  five  ihiHings  over  and  above  every  other 
tax  at  prefent  exifting  on  male  fervants. 

He  faidj  bv  the  regulations  which  bad  been  nuJe  in  the 
ihop  tax,  he  fancied  a  deficiency  of  about  20,oool.  would  be 
occafioned:  therefore,  he  was  under  the  necefiity  of  laying 
fome  new  taxes  to  make  good  that  fum  ;  and  he  fhoald  refers 
to  a  fubje£l  in  which  many  had  run  before  him,  and,  therefore, 
he  was  not  apprehenfive  of  its  being  obje£ted  to ;   it  was  on 
certain  practitioners  in  the  law;  perhaps  the  tax  itiight,  in  Ibme 
degree,  diminifh  the  number  of  thofe  gentry,  but,  in  (b  do- 
ihg,  the  Public  would  be  much  benefited,  for,  at   prefent^ 
they  were  too  numerous.  He  (hould,  therefore,  propofe  to  raife 
the  fum  of  ao,oool.  by  taxing  attornies;  firft  by  a  licenie,  anu 
next  by  a.  ftamp  duty  on  every  warrant  they  iflued  out  for  an 
aVreft.     He  liad  not  been  able  to  collect  the  exaA  number  of 
attornies  ii)  the  kingdom,  but,  as  near  as  be  could  guefsy  it 
was  1400  in  London,  and  three  thouiand  in  different  paru  of 
the  country,  and  laft  year  the  number  of  warrants  iflued  out 
of  the  King's  Bench  amounted  to  10,000,  and  all  the  other 
Courts  to  about  an  equal  number ;  th^efore,  he  fliould  fup- 
pofe,  on  an  average,  that  20,000  a<^ions  were  commenced  in  a 
year ,  ,and  the  tax,  which  he  meant  to  lay  on  every  warrant, 
was  not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  revenue,  as  it  was  to  afcertadn 
« the  bufinefs  done  by  each  pra^itioner ;  and,  by  taxing  every 
warrant,  attornies  wotild  contribttte,  in  proportion,  to  their 
bj;^inef9,  and  free  the  tax  from  partiality  ;  he,  therefore,  ef- 
timated  the  tax  as  follows : 

1000  attornies  in  London,  each  to  take  out  a  licenfe, 
and  pay  for  the  fame  annually  the  fum  of  five      £. 
poundsy  which  would  produce        -  -         5»ooo 

:  3000  attornies  in  thecoui^try,  at  three  potHids  each, 
would  produce  90O0L;  but  he  ihouhi  fnppofe 
there  maSt  be  morc^  than  3000,  tod  wmM, 
therefore,  eftimate  them  to  prgdnce         -  io,cx3S 

.  40^000  warrants,  for  arrefls^  at  two  flxillirgs  and 

fix  pence  each  «        .      •  •  5/)00 

^*  ao»ooo 
Th«Ear4of     The  .Earl  of  Surr^  faid,  having,  on  a  former  dajFp  p»-. 
^^'*T*       mifed  to  propofe  taxes,  in  lieu.of  tnat  odious  one  on  temales, 

he 
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he  then  rofe  to  fulfil  bis  promiie^  erpecially  as  he  could  not 
find  dny  precedent  whatever  for  laying  a  tax  on  the  fex,  efpe*^ 
cially  on  that  part  of  the  fex  who  were  leafl:  able  to  bear  any 
harden  o£  the  Sute.  It  had  always  been  the  cuAom»  he  ob<» 
ferved,  of  great  politicians,  when  they  had  an  odioas  tax  to 
produce,  to  glofs  it  over  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent  the  t 

evil  from  being  fecn  :  but  he  trufted  every  man  muft  revolt 
at  fuch  a  tax  as  the  prefent,  and  fet  bis  face  againft  it.  He 
was  free  to  acknowledge,  that,  in  taxation,  tlie  Chancellor  of 
the  Elxcheqiier  ought  to  be  careful  to  lay  fuch  taxes  as  were 
likely  to  be  productive,  be  eafily  collefled,  free  from  the  e\'^ 
cife  laws,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  not  to  affefk  our  export  trade ; 
fpr  it  was  that  which  caufisd  an  influx  of  money  into  the  cc^n- 
try.^->Now,  the  tsxes  he  had  to  offer  were  fuch  as  would 
bring  in  iEo,oool.  and,  be  iUttered  himfelf  were  free  from  all 
the  ob^e£lions  he  bad  mentioned.  The  firft  Was  on  filk  flock* 
ings  ;  but  to  avoid  any  injury  to  the  export  trade,  he  meant . 
it  to  be  colle^ed  not  by  any  ftamp,  bot  by  way  of  licenfe  for 
wearing  them.  The  next  was  to  twcollefled  in  a  fimilar  way, 
and  was  a  licenfe  on  fuch  peribhs  ^s  wore  powder  in  the  hair. 
The  third  was  on  attornie$ ;  and  he  had  estimated  that  at  the 
fame  fum  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  meant  it  to  • 
be  collected  in  a  diiFerent  way.  Indeed,  he  had  mentioned 
the  tax  to  the  Chjncellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  method 
he  propoied  was^  a  licenfe  of  eight  pounds  each  on  thofe.  in  '     ' 

London,  which,  eftimated  at  a  thoufand,  >^ould  produce 
8000L ;  and  a  licenfe  of  ibur  pounds  on  3000  in  the  country,  - 
which  would  be  1 2,oool. ;  making  together  thefum  of  20,oool« 
However,  that  tax  he  muft  now  give  up,  as  the  right  honou- 
rably gentleman  meant  to  adopt  it,  and,  of  courfe,  dedu£fc 
20,oool.  from  the  i8o,ooo1.  The  next  was  a  licenfe  for 
wearing  watches;  and,  he  had  been  told,  at  teaft  160,000 
perfons  wore  watches.  Therefore,  he  ihouid  propofe,'  in  lieu 
of  the  tax  on  females,  taxes  on  filk  ftockings,  hair  powder, 
and  watches  ;  and  eftimated  them  as  follow  : 

140,000  perfons.  wearing  lilk  ftockings,  each  to 
take  out  a  licenfe  annually,  and  pay  t^  fhillings 
for  the  fame  -  ^  .  70,cbo  . 

140,000  perfons  wearing  powder  in  their  hair,  each 
to  take  out  a  licenfe  annually  of  ten  /hillings  for 
the  fame  -  -  -  -  70,000' 

.260,000  perfons  wearing  watches,  each  to  take  out 

a  licelrle  annually  of  two  ftiHiings  and  fix  pence    20,000  ' 

£•  ^6o,Qoa 
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He  nicewife  meant  the  taies  on  filk  fiockin^s  andhairpow- 
der  fliould  be  laid  on  the  fame  principle,  in  fbme  degree,  astix 
Kicheiors'  tax  ;  that  was,  every  unmarried  perfon  Ihoald  par 
an  addition  of  three  ihillings  per  annum  for  his  licenfe,  more 
than  a  perfon  with  a  family. 

His  Lordfhip  protefted,  that  he  could  not  find  that  ever  2nj 
age  or  any  country  wifhcrd  to  tax  females  partially  ;  therefore, 
hoped  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  give  up  the  tax, 
and,  in  lieu,  he  fliould  move, 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thi$  Committee,  that  every  per- 
**  fon  wearing  (lockings  made  wholly,  or  in  part,  of  filk,  do 
**  annually  take  out  a  licenfe  of  ten  millings.'' 
llr.Dnkc^  Mr*  Drake  wifhed,  that  the  Minifter  would  rdiaqaifli  the 
tax.  and  adopt  thofe  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord ;  they  ftrock 
him  as  good,  if  an  exception  was  made  for  the  powder  ufed 
by  military  gentlemen,  which  he  thought  neceflary,  but  not 
fo  much  in  the  navy  as  the  land  fervice  ;  and  he  ooDcluded 
with  hoping,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  give  way,  and,  in  this  in- 
fiance,  not  be  the  (Itirdy  oak,  but  the  pliant  and  loving  Itj. 
Mr.  1L  Mr.  R*  Smith  (Nottingham)  thought  the  tax  propofed  on 

Smith.  filk  (lockings  would  be  a  means  of  injuring  the  trade  carrid 
00  at  Nottingham,  Derby,  Leicefter,  and  parts  adjacent; 
would  ultimately  introduce  the  excife  laws,  and  a£l  as  a  pro- 
hibition to  the  docking  trade. 
Ibfr.ciian.  Mr*  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  it  would  be  a  great  pleafure  to 
ccllor  Pitt,  ji im  ;f  j,e  could  be  relieved  from  the  difagreeable  ta(k  of  hy- 
ing additional  burdens ;  yet  he  could  not  help  ivmarking,  that 
the  noble  Lord  who  propofed  the  fubftitutes,  fell  under  tbe 
fame  predicament  as  did  all  others  who  turned  their  thougbts 
to  finance,  viz.  of  ppopofing  fuch  taxes  as  there  were  the 
Jlrongeft  objedions  agatnftadopthi^;  and,  for  thofe  propored 
now,  he  fliould  objea  to  them,  for  the  ptaia  fingle  mfon, 
of  their  being  only  experimental  and  uncertain;  whtlft  that 
on  females  was  fure  to  be  produ£live*  The  noble  Lonl  bad 
likewife  not  dated,  how  the  taxes  were  to  be  coUeAed ;  and 
they  ftruck  him,  to  depend  chiefly  on  informers,  which  was 
not  the  moft  pleafant  way  for  the  coUeding  of  any  dntVi  ^ 
perfons  of  that  defcription  were,  of  all  others,  the  moft  de- 
teftable  to  the  public ;  nor  did  he  fee,  that,  even  with  them, 
It  would  be  eafy  ;  fol*  as  the  obje£l  was  to  be  every  perfoa 
wearing  powder,  the  cuftom  was  fo  general,  that  the  curio- 
fity,  or,  indeedi  what  would  firfl  attradl  the  eye,  was  a  gentl^ 
man,  like  his  Lordihi]5,  without  powder;  on  the  other bandt 
it  was  a  poll  tax,  not  that  he  meant  to  pun  on  the  word,  /or 
hj» equally  conceived  die  tax  on  ftockings  the  fame. 
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As  to  fliAwii^  a  partiality  for  the  fesiales,  in  hts  opinion, 
his  Lordfliip,  however  fond  be  might  be  of  the  fex,  bad  been 
particularly  unfortunate  in  his  feIe£lion  of  taxes ;  for  both  the 
iilk  ftopHings  and  the  hair  powder  would  affe£t  them  more 
than  the  tax  on  fervants,  as  moft  females  had  that  to  pay  outi 
of  their  pin  mone]|r«  The  noble  Lord,  from  his  rank,  and  the 
office  he  held,  might  go  without  powder;  bu(  there  werd 
many  ^rfons  whole  fituatiqns  obliged  them  to  eo  powdered.; 
and,  indeed,  few.  gentlemen  chofe  to  fee  their  lervants  with** 
out ;  there&re,  if  the  fervant  was  to  pay  the  tax,  it  would  • 

be  an  addition  to  the  male*fervant*s  ta^c.  A$  to  the  partiality 
of  the  tax,  a£ling  againft  females,  it  certainly  was  the  revetfe  9 
for  the  male  fervants  were  taxed  attyrenty-f(ve  fhilliogs  in  tha 
Ipwefl,  and  the  females  at  only  ten  fhilling^in  the  higheft.-r-i 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  meant  to  exempt  youth  and  age  from  tl)o 
tax.  '  J 

.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  the  exemption  mentioned  in  t1>i  lad  wpr4a  Mr.  Foi^ 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  pnoft  certainly 
inade  the  tax  more  palatable  than  when  it  .was  firA  propofed, 
as  it  would  not  afife£t  thofe  who  were  kept  half  for  charity 
and  half  for  ufe;  but  flill  he  diiliked  the  principle  of  the  tax/ 
as  it  was  unmanly  and  unprecedented.  .  ' 

Tb^  tax  on  male  fervants,  as  far  a$  it  aded  as  areguIatioa»' 
he  approved  of;  but  the  female  afled  dire£Uy  the  contrary;* 
for  the|[e  the  increafe  of  fervants  was  in  proportion  to  tiie  num-: 
ber  of  children.    As  to  the  tax  on  bachelor?,  being  the  fir  ft, 
^ho  prdpofed  it,  he  certainly  could  not  objedt  to  it  as  far  as 
it  went,  but.Ke  was  in  hopes  it  might  have  been  fp  modelled, 
as  to  Si,St  as  a  whole,  or  at  lead  as  a  chief  fuhAitute  for  the.    . 
female .ta^;. but  the  right  honourable  genileman  gave  poor  * 

encouragement  to  any  perfon  to  oiFer  fubflitutes,  as  he  ufed : 
them,  merelvas  additions,,  and  continued  the.  obnoxious  ones 
likewife.     Neither  had  he,  in  his  opinion,  laid  the  tax  on* 
bachelors  in  a  proper  manner ;  for  now  the  gentleman  of  a 
foial I  fortune  would  pay  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  rich; 
apd  it.  would  fall  paiticularly  heavy  upon  gentlemen  of  the 
army  and  other  unmarrjed  men,  who  were  under  the  niscef- 
fiiy  of  keeping  at  leafl  .one  male  fervant;  it  ought  therefore  , 
to  have  been  laid  as  the  male-fervant  tax  was,  proportiooably  . 
higher  according  to  the  number  kept ;  for  the  moft  fit  objects 
ottaxation  were  fingle^perlous  who  •.could  afford  to  keep  a- 
numb^^  of  fervants. 

As  tothe  taxe^propofed  by  his  noble  friend,  although  he  might  > 
not  wholly,  approve  of  them,  yet  when  ha  W4§  kft  to  his  option  . 

to . 
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t6  chisfd  between  the  twd,  he  certainly  Iholird  pay  tb< prefe- 
rence to  them  before  the  one  propofed  on  females ;  ana  with 
refpefk  to  the  obje£lion  made  by  the  honourable  member 
(Mr.  Smith)  he  conceived  it  merely  meant  as  fnatchtng  aa 
opportunity  to  iliew  a  coincidence  in  fentiment  with  his  con- 
fiituents,  which  lie  had  not  been  remarkable  for  of  latc;  aod 
he  muft  be  miftaken  when  he  fappofi^d  it  would  aSe£l  the 
{locking  ti?ad«  in  general ;  for  if  people  did  not  wear  filk^  they 
muft  wear  fome  other,  and  he  could  not  conceive  that  xos* 
per  annum  would  aS  as  a  prohibition.  As  to  ienrants  wear- 
ing powder  in  their  hair,  it  was  only  in  families  where  fer* 
Tants  were  kept  out  of  oftentation,  and  (uch  families  were  fit 
€ibje£is  of  taxation.  As  to  the  tax  on  attornies»  he  approved 
of  thdt  recommended  by  the  noble*  Lord,  in  preference  to 
the  one  adopted  by  Mr.  Pitt,  as  he  thought  the  ftarop  doty 
of  IS.  6d.  would  not  afie£l  the  attorney,  but  be  an  addition 
to  the  clients^  bills,  which  at  prefent  were  expend ve  enot^: 
however,  upon  the  whole,  tew  perfons  would  be  fond  of 
fugged ing  taxes^  if  the  obnoxious  ones  were  not  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

Mr*  Courunay  was  ftill  of  the  opinion  which  he  firft  had 
when  the  tax  on  maid  fervants  was  propofed*    What  the 
r%ht  honourable  gentleman  had  now  advanced  in  fupport  of 
this  his  favourite  meafure,  carried  with  it  very  little  convic- 
tion indeed.    There  was  no  argument  which  could  do  awar 
one  palpable  fa£l  of  the  tax  being  a  tax  on  the  fervant,  and 
in  every  point  of  view  injurious,  or  more  properly  fpealung, 
burden  fome  to  the  female  (ex.    So  much  had  been  iaid'withia 
doors,  and  fo  much  had  been  faid  without  doors,  againft  this 
unpopular  raeafure,  that  he  really  entertained  fbme  hopes  of 
the  Minifter  relaxing  a  little  from  his  perfeverence^  and  that 
when  he  began  to  feel  the  neceffity  of  profiting  a  little  by 
the  advice  which  was  given  him  from  that  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
he  would,  on  maturer  confideration,  have  gone  fomewbat 
farther,  and  in  conformity  to  the  wiflies  of  tne  People,  have 
totally  abandoned  the  idea  of  taxing  the  feniale  fex.     To  iay 
that  the  tax  was  not  a  tax  upon  women,  but  upon  thofe  who 
employed  women,  was  putting  them  in  the  iituation  of  thofe 
dogs  which  were  propofed  as  a  proper  fubjed  for  taxation^ 
and  which,  not  the  dog  itfelf,  but  the  mafter  of  the  dog,  was  to 
pay.     But  ftill,  even  in  t1iis  refined  mode  of  reafoning,  there 
requirecl   not  any  fubftltution  of  logic  to  prove,  that  the 
tax  would  afil£t  the  quadrupedq,  and  heavily  too;  for  the 
confequence  would  have  been,  that  a  confiderable  number  of 
thofe  animals  would  have  fo  feverely  felt  it^  that  they  would 

bav# 
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iiave  been  hung  ap  to  avoid  the  expeiice  of  keeping  themi 
This  ceitairtly  would  not  have  been  <juite  fo  defperate  a  cafe 
Willi  the  women  ;  bnt  their  fituation,  i^ 'confequence  of  this 
impoft  on  their  /ervicude,  would  be  the  means  of  numbers 
loiihg  their  bread,  their  honeft  induftrious  means  of  liveli- 
hood, and,  irt  the  end,  of  being  drove  to  the  neceflity  of  prb- 
Hitullon,  as  the  dreadfijf  alternative  between  the 'praSice  of  ^ 
vice  and  the  certainty' of  fiarving.  He  wiflied  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  learrf  expericVice,  and  to  take  the  ad- 
yice  of  thofe  Who  were  his  fupcriors  in  age,  and  who,  from 
living  longer  in  the  world,  had  the  advantnge  over  him,  of  ri- 
per judgement,  and  more  matg re  knowledge,  if  not  in  politics, 
at  leaft  in  refpeA  to  women;  '  As  to'thebufinefs  of  finance, 
it  no  doiiht  was  ^  matter  of  much  riiagnttade,  and  as  every 
fenator  fhould  be  acquainted  with  that  which  fo  nearly  con- 
cerned the  Public,  he  had  endeavoured  to  obtain  all  the  informa- 
tion which  books  cotild  give  him  on  that  point.  Hie  had  rszd 
Monf.  Neckar,  the  Chevalier' or  Madame  EVEon,  Beaumont, 
and  other  able  inveftigatbrs  of  that  fubjeS/but  in  their  works, 
he  had  ntft  been  able  to  diicover  any  fnch  idea  as  a  tax  upon 
women.  However,  as  he'was  confident  Ais  extraordinary  aiid 
iinpopulir  mfeafure  could  hot  originate  in  the  head  or  the  heart 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  or  indeed  in  the  bofom  of 
eithef  fenglilhinan  or  Freniihman,  he  naturally  turned  his  eyes 
to  Holtadd,  Where,  iff  fearchlng  thrOfugh  the  Dntcb  libniry, 
he  fouiKl  that  fnch  a  tax  was  once  propofed,  was  accepted  of, 
and  a£lually  at  this  ^ry  moment  exifted.  The  author  from 
Tvhofe  works  hQ  had  this  infotnriation  was  Mynheer.  Vander 
Vanfrow,  a  native '6f  the  High  and  Mighty  States,  and  an 
able  financier  nO  dotibt 

If  the  right  honoiifable  gentleman  had  gorte  a  littfe  farther 

into  the  fyftem  of  ,lX(tch' taxation,  and  confalted  Mynheer 

Vander  Vanfroi^'i  fcifons,  he  Would  hiivefound/that  when  a 

femaleTervantiS'OiKQf  bread  in  Holland,  the  State  is  obliged 

to  firovidefor  her.  Tbi$,  he  faid,  led  him  to  mention  a  circuip- 

•ilaace,'  which  probably  had  occurred  to  the  Miniilcr ;  it  was 

th2|t  of  a  tax  on  the  frail  fiflerhood,  impofed  by  James  the  Firft ; 

who'alfo  honoured  them  with  a  badge  of  diitinf^ion,  vvhich 

tb^y  were  obliged  yj  wear.    The  profits  of  this  tax  went 

.  into  the  pocket  of  the  Biihop  of  Winchcfter,  who  gave  it  up 

"for  ibroc  Crown  lands;  perhaps  a  part  of  Scotland  yard.^ — 

•  probably  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  forgot,  that  the 

'taxed  girls,  when  turned  out  of  feryitude  in  Holland,  had 

places  of  refuge:  thete  were  what  was  called  mufical  (hops, 

to^ which  the  difcardedl  fismale  could  have  recoufie  ibr  bread : 

,l?oJt.XVnL.  3.R   .  '         but 
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but  here  there  was  no  fuch  receptacle,  and  the  confeqneoces 
pi  being  difcharged  on  account  of  the  expence  of  At  tax, 
would  operate  as  he  had  already  defcribed*  There  were  a  fet 
pf  gentlemen  in  Parliament^  who  had  declared,  and  no  doubt 
were  ferious^  that  they  would  give  up  their  own  underftand- 
ings  to  th4t  of  the  Miniflcr  j  not  that  there  appeared  by  that 
free  transfer  any  great  proof  of  the  weight  andwifdomof 
jLhofe  undcrllandings.  He  was  however  of  a  difierent  way 
of  thinking,  and  refolved  to  keep  his  ynderftanding  in  his 
own  poflfeflion,  and  not  to  pin  it  upon  the  fleeve  of  any  man. 
This  fame.und^rftandingy  poor  as  it  was,  taught  him  to  fee 
the  tax  now  under  confideration  of  the  Committee,  in  a  moil 
odious  light,  with  all  its  pernicious  confecjuences  in  waiting ; 
and  therefore,  he  wifhed  to  make  the  Minifter  a  convert  to 
the  fame  way  of  thinking,  and  to  gain  upon  him  by  everj 
power  he  poQkSkd,  to  give  it  up  for  fomething  lefs  oppreffire 
and  more  popular.  He  befeeched  th&  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman,  to  turn  the  fubjefl  with  compamon  to  the  hetplefs, 
the  innocent  fex,  in  his  mind ;  and  to  recollefl,  that  they 
were  perfons  of  no  property ;  that  they  were  themfelves  dc- 
fencelefs,  and  had  no  protedlor  but  man.  What  the  diftreiles 
of  an  unhappy  girl  turned  out  of  place  would  be,  were 
moft  excellently  defcribed  by  Goldfmitbj  in  his  Defertej 
Village, 

Where  the  poor  houielefs  (hivering  female  lies  | 
She  once,  perhaps,  in  Village  plenty  blefi. 
Has  wept  at  tales  of  innocence  diftreft* 
Her  modeft  looks  the  Cottage  might  adom» 
Sweet  as  the  pHmrofe  peeps  beneath  the  thorn  ; 
I^oW  loft  to  all,  her  friends,  her  virtue  fled, 
>}ear  her  beuaycrU  door  fhe  lajs  her  head*   . 

If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  a  fportfman,  h 
pever  would  have  thought  of  diftreffing  females ;  for  it  was  a 
rule  with  thofe  who  were  fond  of  the  game,  never  to  kill  a  hen 
pheaCant ;  this  was  a  circumftance  which'  any  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  country  friends  could  aiTure  him  to 
be  fa£t.  But  he  apprehended,  that  the  Minifter's  ideas  did  not 
that  way  tend  —  he  was  no  fpertfman,  and  confequently  in 
levying  the  taxes  there  was  no  diilinftion  :  male  and  female 
were  alike  the  objeifts  of  his  budget.  As  to  the  exemption 
refpe£^ing  children,  he  liked  the*  idea,  as  it  was  applicable 
to  that  which  he  was  very  found  t)f,  increafing  and  multi- 
plying; though  in  the  prefent  domeftic  circum (lances^ of  his 
family*  he  had  three  children  and  a  half^  and  therefore  ihoald 
be 
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b6  bbliged  to  pay  partially  in  that  rrfpeft,  as  the  nhhle  Lord 
(Surrey)  would,  if  there  was  a  tax  on  powder.  The  Minifler 
had  mentioned,  that  all  under  a  certain  age  were  to  be  exempt 
ted  from  the  tax ;  this  would  not  only  be  difficult*  but  a  very 
delicate  point  to  afcertain,  and  would  be  attended  with  all  the 
evil  confeqiiences  he  mentioned  in  a  former  debate,  when  the 
tax-gatherers  came  to  pry  into  the  ages  of  the  family.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  when  he  conceived  tint  the  ta]Q 
on  hair  powder,  propofed  by  the  noble  Earl,  would  be  more 
obnoxious  to  the  females  than  the  one  intended^  it  reminded 
him  of  the  lines  in  the  rape  of  the  Lock : 

O  hadft  thou  been  content  to  feize 
Hairs  lejTs  in  fight,  or  any  hairs  but  thefe. 

He  faid,  he  fliould  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  the 
Hottfe,  that  though  he  had  not  received  any  inftruftions  froni 
his  conllituents,  yet  he  had  received  their  thanks  tor  the  part 
he  had  taken  in  oppofition  to  the  tax  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee; and  he  was  alfo  honoured  with  the  aflurances  of  be-> 
ing  re-eleiled  at  the  next  general  eleftion,  which  he  wlfhed 
was  to  be  next  week;  arid  the  ladies  promifed  him  every  fup- 
port  in  their  power.  He  faid,  he  had  to  b^jg  pardon  of  the 
Committee  for  taking  up  fo  much  of  their  time,  aiid  fhould' 
conclude  with  a  parody  on  fome  lines  of  Pope :' 

Curs'dbe  the  taxes,  how  well  foc*cr  they  flow^ 
That  tend  to  make  one  lovely  maid  my  foe  j 
Give  virtue  fcandal,  innocence  a  fear, 
br  froni  the  foft-ey'd  virgin  fteal  a  tear ! 

Sir  Edward  AJileytok^  he  faid,  becaufe  his  propofed  tax  On  Sir.Edwafi 
dogs  had  been  alluded  to ;  and  he  owned,  he  Aiould  indeed  Aftlcy. 
be  very  well  pleafed^  to  fee  both  dogs  and  attornies  fubje£t  to 
a  duty.     He  thought  them  both  articles  of  luxury,  and  had 
coupled  them  in  this  manner,  becaufe  mod  of  thofe  who  em- 

Sloyed  them  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  pay  for  an  indulgence 
rhich  he  deemed  in  many  refpe£ls  exceptionable :  indeed,  he 
had  long  wifhed  to  fee  a  tax  impofed  on  hair  dreflers,  men 
milliners,  and  all  others  who  dealt  in  effeminate  occupa- 
tions. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke,  Mr.  Dempfter,  Mr.  Smith, 
MrJEden,  and  Mr.  Morton,  all  faid  a  few  words;  but  tlic 
noife  became  fo  ftrong  in  the  paflages,  and  a  very  crouded 
galleryj  that  it  was  impoffible  to  hear  any  thing  diftindlly. 

i  R  «.  Tb* 
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The  queftion  being  .then  put  on  Lord  Surrcy^s  motion,  a 
divifion  took  place,  when  there  appeared. 

Noes        -        .        .      •    .         .  •         104 

Ayes        -*-■-■-         ^         •        aa 

The  lefolutions,  were  then  federally  put^  when  foaie4e« 
fultory  converfation  took  place  on  the  reiblutions  refpec- 
tivfcly. 

Mr.  Chahcellor  *?/(/  then  moved  the  following  new  uses: 
'  **  Thit  there  be  paid  by  every  perfon  nerer  ^arii^  beeo 
^  married,  who  (hall  retain  or  employ  any  female  fenrant  or 
<<  fervants,  the  feveral  furos  following : 

**  for  one,  and  ngt  more,  the  additional  fum  of  twa 
^  (hillings  and  fix  pence. 

**  For  two,  and  not  moce^  five  fhillingt. 

**  For  three,,  or  more,  ten  fhillipgs  each* 

*^  That  every  male  perfon  never  having  been,  onarried, 
•*  fhall  pay       , 

<'  For  every  male  (ervant,  the  additional '  annual  fam  of 
*'  twenty-five  ihillings,  who  (hall  not  beemplbyed  feldy  for 
^<  hufbandry  or  manufad^ure,  or  any  trade  by  which  the 
**  mafler  earns  a  livelihood  or  prpfit. 

*>  For  every  mandate  or  authority  to  inftitnte  or  defiaid 
.  '*  aflions,  where  the  debtor^s  damages  (hall  aiaotint  to  more 
^<  than  forty  {hillings,  there  flxall  be  charged  a  flamp  doty  of 
**  two  {hillings  and  (ix  pence. 

*'  That  every  Solicitor  or  Attorney,  inroUed  10  any  Comt^ 
**  (hall  annually  take  out  a  certificate  of  his  inrpllment,  on 
*<  which  fhall  becli^rged  a^aipduty.of.4vepotinds,  if  fuch 
**  Attorney  refidcs  in  Lpndon;  and.  three  pounds^  if  he  re- 
"  fides  in  any  other  part  of  Great  Britain. 

**  That  allowances  to  brewers,  felling  beer  in  lefs  qaanti- 
<<  ties  than  a  caik  containing  four  gallons  and  a  half,  be  dif- 
"  continued." 

The  Speaker  having  refomed  the  Chair,  the  Houfe  immc* 
diately  refolved  itfelf  m  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  bufin^fs  of  the  Auditor  and  Impreft  offices.  By;  a 
claufe  Lord  Mountftuart  and'  Lord  Sondes  are  to  retire  on 
feven  thoufand  pounds  a  year  each,  in  lieu  of  what  their 
refpeftive  fituations  produced.  Five  Commiilioners  wtte 
appointed  in  their  flead,  and  the  other  blanks  of  the  bill 
filled   up. 

TturJUay,  June  gr 
No  debate.. 
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Friday^  yune  lO. 

Mr*  CbaoodRor  Pitt;  delivered  the  following  ineflage  iroitk 
His  Majeftyi  which  was  read  by  the  Speaker^  the  members 
faavif^dxoir'iieads -uncovered : 

*^  lln  Majefty  having  in  1767,  fettled  an  annuity  of 
^^  9000L  as  a  provifion  19  part  for  the  fupport  and  inatiw 
^  tenance  of  his  dearly  beloved  brothery  the  Duke  of  Glou« 
^  'oeftec^  'payable  out  6f  the  four  and  a  half  Barbadoes  and 
*^  Leeward  Iflands  produce ;  jind  finding,  that  the  faid  fuod  is 
^  not  fiifficient  foir  the  regulsu:  payment  of  the.  faid  annuity^ 
<<  and  of  the  other  charges  on  the  umo,  reconun^ds  the  con^ 
<<  £derati6n  thereof  to  this  Hpufe,  and  trails  the  Houfe  wtit 
^^  make  fuch  jprovifioa  as.  inay  appear  to  be  reafonabl^  for 
^<  fubftituting  fome  other  fund  out  of  which  the  (aid  annttity 
**  may  be  paid  in  future.** 

The  above  mefiage  was,  upon  motion,  ordered  to  be  refer- 
red tor  the  Committee  of  Supply* 

Mr.  Beemftf  having  a  petition ,  to  pcefent  to  the  Houfe,  m^«  B<itf> 
introduced  his  motion  for  leave  to  bring  it  to  the  table,  with  foy* 
the  following  remarks** 

I  have  a  petition  in  my  h%nd,  which  the  tobacco  mer- 
chants of  London,  trading  to  Ameriqa,  have  defired  me  to 
prefisnt  to  the  HcHife  ;  but  before  I  make  the  cuflomary  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  bring  it  to  your  table,  allow  me  to  folicit 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  grievances  from  which  it 
takes  its  rife*  Sir^  I  wifh  to  defcribe  the  diftreiTes  of  the 
pdtitieners^  not  merdy  becaufe  they  are  men  of  moft  re- 
fpeftable  chaia&ers,  not  merely  becaufe  their  rank  in  the 
commercial  world  is  confidetablc^  but  becaufe  the  profperity 
of  their  commerce  is  eflentially  conne^d  with  the  commer- 
cial profperity  of  Great  Britam. 

When  the 'commerce  with  America  was  at  its  height, 
the  imports  from  that  country  to  Great  Britain,  if  valued  a» 
their  prime  coft,  amounted  to  about  1,500,0901.  per  an-^ 
num,  of  which  fum^  no  lefs  than  700,0^1.  confifted  of 
tobacco ;  fo  that  the  trade  in  the  article  of  tobacco  com- 
prized very  near  one  half  of  all  the  imports  from  America 
to  Britain. 

Now  this  important  trade,,  of  which  at  that  period  Great 
Britain  was  excluiively  poifeiled,  but  which,  from  obvious  * 
caufes,  has  fince  be&n  unfi^rtunately  interrupted^  would,^ 
at  this  tim^  if  it  were  not  for  the  obfiacles  ftated  in  thi» 

fetitiodi 
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« 

petition,  unqueflidnably  return  to  its  ancient  and 'natural 
channel. 

Tlie  proofs  that  it  would  do  fo  are  many—  I  fliall  men- 
tion only  one,  becaufe  I  am  pcrfuaded,  that  one  will  be 
thought  conclufive.  .  The  market  of  France  annually  affords 
a  fale  for  25,cxX)  hogflieads  of  tobacco ;  yet  with  all  her 
induftry,  and  much  me  has  exerted,  the  titmoft  quantity 
Ihe  could  obtain  from  America  laft  year,  was  1200  hogf- 
heads* 

Holland,  inclpding  the  market  of  Germany,  which  (he 
tifually  fupplies,  affords  a  fale  for  18,000  hogfneadsa  year; 
vet  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  fhe  received  from  America 
110  more  tlian  5000  hog(heads. 

Thus  it  was  found,  that  France  and  Holland  together, 
imported  diredlly  from  America  no  more  than  6200  hogf- 
heads  of  tobacco  laft  year,  while  Britain  alone  imported  ift 
the  fame  time  more  than  30,000. 

Such  is  the  fuperiority  of  Englifli  manufadlures ;  fuch  the 
fuperior  credit  of  her  merchants;  fuch  the  predileflioa 
of  the  planters  for  the  country  of  their  ancient  corrc- 
fpondence. 

.  Rut  however  ftrongly  the  trade  with  America  in  this  ar- 
ticle inclines  to  its  ancient  courfe,  to  that  courfe  it  never 
can  laftlngly  return  unlefs  the  obfiacles  that  give  rife  to 
this  petition  fhould  be  fpeedily  and  eiFedually  removed. 

What  thofe  obftacles  are,  I  'fliall  now  as  briefly,  yet  a$ 
diftinftly  as  I  can,  the  fubje6l  being  truly  important,  endea- 
•  your  lO  exp'ain.  '  • 

The  firft  grievance  I  fliall  mention  is,  the  heavy  loft 
which  the'merchant  fuftains  from  the  fmugglers  having  pof- 
feiTion  of  very  near  one  half  of  his  market :  as  the  lawnoir 
ftands,  whole  cargoes  may  be  brought  into  England  without 
the  fmalleft  chance  of  forfeiture;  the  very  certificate  which 
the  legtUature  has  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  the  revenue, 
is  now  becorhe  a  fure  protection  to  the  illicit  trader* 

I  have  a  letter  in  my  hand  from  a  merchant  in  one  of  th; 
our  ports,  who  defcribes  to  me  an  offer  that  was  lately  made 
to  him  of  one  hundred  hogflicads  of  tobacco  at  a  lev  price, 
that  were  intended  to  lie,  and  I  am  told  iince,  have  been, 
brought  into  England  without  the  payment  of  the  duties, 
yet  under  the  proteftion  of  legal  documents.  With  the 
mode  of  proceeding  in  the  cafe,  as  it  is  fomewhat  compli- 
cated, I  will  not  at  prefent  trouble  the  Honfe;  but  the  foe* 
cefs  is  confidered  as  fofwrc,  that  the  fmuggtersi  as ajpciri 
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by  another  letter  ia  my  hand,  have  raifed  the  price  of  to-» 
bacco  in  the  American  market  fifty  per  cent.  There  is  alfo 
a  method  of  landing  contraband  tobacco  that  of  late  has 
been  praftifed  with  great  fuccefs  in  the  port  of  Londoni 
and  which,  as  the  tranfai^ion  is  curious,  I  fhall  beg  leave 
to  defcribe.  , 

When  a  veflel  freighted  with  tobacco  arrives  at  Gravefend, 
one  of  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  who  is  fent  on  board,  takes 
;in  opportunity  of  going  down  the  fmali  ftair  cafe  (gene- 
rally called  the  companion)  that  leads  from  the  deck  to  the 
cabin ;  there,  if  he  finds  himfelf  alone,  he  writes  in  chalk 
the  following  queftion,  *^  Have  yo\i  any  thing  to  do  in  our 
**  way?"  Having  written  this  queft ion,  he  goes  again  upot| 
deck ;  the  captain  feeing  the  queAion  as  he  goes  to  his  ca- 
bin,  rubs  out  what  the  officer  has  written,  and  fets  down  in 
its  room  <*  Yes,  what's  your  price  r"  The  captain  then 
retires  and  the  officer  returns,  and  rubbing  out  the  captain^s 
partof  the.correfpondence,  fets  down  in  its,  room,  "  Five 
**  guineas  for  a  hogfliead  of  tobacco.**  .  The  officer  with- 
draws; the  captain  comes  back,  and  rubbing  out  the  offi- 
cer's jpfppofal,  writes  "  agreed :"  then  comes  the  officer  for 
the  laft  time,  and  rubs  out  the  captain's  ailent  and  fo  tli^ 
bargain  is  completed. 

If  any  inquiry  (hould  afterwards  happen  to  be  made,  or 
any  information  ihould  be  exhibited  in  the  Court  of  Eitchq- 
■  quer,  the  officer  folemnly  f wears  that  he  nevei  fpoke  tp  thje 
captain  the  whole  time  he  was  on  board;  and  neveri  to  the 
beft  of  his  knowledge,  opened  bis  lips  to.  him  in. the  whole 
cojirfe  of  his  life* 

In  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  the  veflel  comes  ta  an  anchor 
at  Limehoufe,  from  whence,  as  the  night  comes  on,  barges 
are  fent  to  the  veflel  to  convey  the  tobacco  on  ihoreu>    I  have 

•  reafon  to  believe,  that  a  few  weeks  fmce,  thirty  htigflieads 
of  tobacco  were  landed  in  this  manner  from  one  veflel  in  the 
courfe  of  a '  fingle  night,  by  which  tranfeftion  tlie  revenue 
fuftained  a  lofs  of  very  little  lefs  than  20CX>K    Sometimes  the 

*  civility  of  the  officer  goes  much  farther  than  in  the  cafe  l 
'  have  defcribed ;  fori  had  lately  an  account  tf  the  officers 

having  brought  on  board,  and  introduced  to  the  captain,  a 
Jew  purchafer,  who  paid  him  in  thecabiafor  all  the  tobacco 
that  was  to  be  fmuggled  on  fhdre  in  tlie.  evening.  The 
Honfe  will  naturally  be  imprefled  with  feeliogs  of  ilrong 
indignation^  that  the  officers  of  Government,  the  natural 
guardians  and  fworn  poteftors  of  the  reven^ie,  (hould  be  thus 

le<igu6d 
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leagued  with  its  enemies,  and  be  thus  a£bive  for  its  deflnic* 
tioh.  Sut  their  indignatiod  #111  be  leflened  when  tliey  coo- 
ifider,  that  the  falaries  of  thefe  men  ^iVL  not  furoiXh  them 
livith  btead,  '  Placed  in  fituations  of  great  confidence^  in- 
trufled  with  hig^  T^ues,  they  have  not  forty  pounds  a  year 
^n  wKich  to  live:  (looeily  and  famine  on  the  one  fide;,  breach 
of  truft  and  affluence  on  the  other — ^^over  men  in  fucn  fitn- 
3tion8,  what  influence  has  Government  ?  To  thofe  who  mud 
ftarve  if  they  are  honeil  it  is  in  vain  to  talk  of  difmiilion  for 
diihonefty ;  for  removal  frpm  oflice  cannot  heggsu:  them  fo 
Completely  as  continuing  in  it  would  do  if  they  were  faithful 
to  tneir  truft:  the  worffof  all  o^cfonomy  is  that  which  lares 
hundreds  a€  the  expense  of  thpufands^  aofd  incites  frauds  by 
(larving  your  own  officers* 

Such,  Sir,  are  two  of  the  modes  ii)  iiB^bich  the  mark^is 
fepplied  with  contraband  tobacco;  the  firift  is  that  of  laoi- 
fng  whple  cargoes  in  particular  outports  under  the  £in&ioo 
of  legal  documents ;  the  other  is  that  which  takes  place  as 
%  ohtetvfidj  by  the  confent,  and  oftep  with  the-  affiftance  of 
the  Klng^s  oflicers. 

But  there  is  alio  a  third  method,  and  that  a  very  extraordi- 
nary one,  of  introducing  to  the  market  tobacco  that  has  paid 
no  duty.  -When  a  hogfhead  of  itobaccp  is  landed  on  the  quays, 
the  law  dire£ts  that  the  Aaves  and  hiding  .be  knocked  off; 
that' the  fobacco  ihalF  be  weiglied;  that  (ucb  part  of  it  as  is 
damaged  ihali  be  fepafated  uom  th^  reft,  and  that  the  to- 
bacc6  fhaii  then  be  replaced  in  the  caik  and  afterwards  re- 
moved? durinj^  diis  operation  the  tobacco  is  furrounded 
with  fifty  or  fixty  thieves;  fome  of  them,  who  csdl  them* 
felves  coopers,  are  furniflied  with  leather  aprons,  and  have 
adzes  or^'other  implements  of  trade  in  their  hands :  The(e  fur- 
round  the  talk  under  pretence  qf  knocking  o^  the  hoops 
an«*  ftaves,  which  is  done  thy  one^  or  two  ofrthetn,  at  the 
fume  time  that  they  and  all  tlie  reft  pillage  all  they  can. 
Another  fet  of  thieves  call  themfelvies  porters,  and  undf^  pre- 
tence of  giving  their  affiftance  ifi  folU^g  the  tobacco^  come 
in  for  their  fhare  of  the  pluilder.  A  third  fet  of  thieves  haie 
long  whips  in  their  hands  and  call  themfelves  carmen; 
thefe  offer  their  affiftance  in  TC^moying  the  tobacco^*  and  to 
fay  the  truth,  their  practice  agrees  with  their  propofals,  for 
they  do  remove  a  confiderabl*  part  of  it. 

I  am  informed  by  fome  of  the  fuperior  officers  empIov^J 
upon  the  quays,  on  whofe  information  I  have  reafonto  rdy, 
that  the  lofs' which  thefe  thefts  occafioil  to  the  revei^ne  aloDe* 

•       •  amottsts 
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-amonntf  to  400  and  fomelinoies  to  50crf.  per^vick  daring;  tho 
feafon  of  the  arrival  of  the  tobacco  fhips.  To  the  merchant, 
the  lofs  is  faid  to  amount  to  ten  and  fometimes  to  fifteen  per 
cent,  on  the  prime  coft  of  his  cargo. 

But  exdufive  of  the  immediate  lofs  which  thefe  thefts  oc- 
cafion  to  the  merchant,  they  bring  on  him  a  farther  lofs,  by 
increaling  the  quantity  of  contraband  tobacco  in  the  market. 
Such,  in  fa£t,  is  the  quantity  of  fmuggled  tobacco  which 
in  the  three  difierent  ways  I  have  defcribed>  enter  into  com- 
petition with  the  tobacco  which  has  paid  the  duty*  that  the 
price  of  the  latter  is  reduced  in  the  proportion  of  three  pence 
on  a  pound  weight,  which  is  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  the 
prime  coft  of  the  article ;  and  a  ruinous  lofs  is  created  to  the 
importer  of  the  tobacco,  if  /hipped  on  his  own  account,  or 
tp  the  planter,  if  the  London  merchant  is  only  the  confignee* 
The  next  grievance  to  which  the  merchant  is  fubjeft  when 
his  veflel  arrives  in  the  river  is,  the  exorbitant  amount  of 
the  port  charges,  which,  including  the  fees,  are  faid  to  hm 
little  lefs  than  (even  per  cent,  on  the  prime  coft  of  tha 

A  third  grievance  that  diftrefles  the  merchatst  is,  the  dif* 
ficulty  of  calculating  therduties  he  is  to  pay  :  they  are  fo  nu* 
merous,  and  fo  complicated  with  a  variety  of  tranfadioos* 
that  the  merchant  is  obliged  to  employ  an  officer  of  the  re* 
venue  to  afcenain  their  amouift ;  for  on  a  (ingle  pousd  tho* 
duty  is  fifteen  pence  and  two  hundred  and  forty»nine  twor 
hundred  and  fiftieths  of  a  penny ;  which,  on  two  hiindrai 
tons,  an  ordinary  cargo,  conftitutes  an  intricate  and  very  com« 
plex  calculation.  Was  I  to  defcribe  to  the  Houfe  the  oume* 
rotts  taxes  that  compofe  ths  prefent  duty,  fuch  as  the  old 
fubfidy,  the  new  fubfidy,  the  one-third  (bbfidy,  the  fubfidf 
cf  1747,  the  fubfidy  of  1759,  the  impoft  of  three  pence  per 
pound,  the  impoft  of  1779,  and  that  of  1781,  together  with 
the  two  fubfequent  duties,  and  the  additional  embarraffinent 
of  the  numerous, and  almoft  unintelligible  difcounts,  lam 
fure  the  Houfe  would  lament  with  me,  that  there  ihould  bm 
fo  much  obfcdrity  in  a  blifinefs  which  ought  to  be  perfectly 
clear;  thev  wduld  lament  with  me,  that  the  conlolidation 
of  the  cuftoms,  however  unavoidable  the  delay,  ihould  be 
deferred  fo  long. 

Thiis,  Sir,  I  have  endeavoured  to  ftate  to  the  Comtnit- 
tee  thr  nature  cf  the  grievances  that  opprefs  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal branches  of  onr  national  commerce*  * 

Should  thofe  grievances  be  removed,  and  it  would  be  eafy 
\p  (hew  that  their  ftmoval  is  neither  impracticable  nor  diffi** 

Voi.XVIIt,  3S         ^  cuk.; 
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cutt ;  and  fhonid  the  Legiilatare  alfp  fiirnilb  the  tacrdunc 
with  a  public  warehoule  for  the  depolit  of  his  fohaccos,  free 
of  all  expence^  till  he  fliali  either  export  them  f o  4  foreirn 
market,  or,  on  payment  of  the  duties,  4'ifpok  of  theip  u>t 
home  confuoiption,  this  country  would  become  thf:  great 
ftorehoufe  of  Europe  for  the  produce  of  America — Orcal 
Britain  would  unite  the  advantage  of  a  free  port  to  fbod  of 
an  exten£ve  home  market*  This  would  be  A€  ccowtrj  ia 
which  the  merchant  would  fell  with  the  Iaif;eft  pfofit,  2$  al- 
ready it  is  tlut  in  which  he  can  buy  to  the  bcft  adyantag^ 
and  in  which  alone  he  finds  an  aflbrCment  of  thofe  goods  tht 
form  the  exports  to  America* 

Jf  the  Legiflature  fhould  adopt  this  plan  for  tobacco,  aal 
{ladually  extend  it  to  other  objefU,  England  may  defpiieaU 
competition,  and  laufh  at  all  rivallhip ;  ihe  mu&  becoaxy 
what  the  wildoefe  ol  fpecalation  has  lately  predified  of  a 
neighbonting  king|iom,  the  capter  of  all  commerce  the 
great  emporiuaa  of  the  trade .  between  the  oU  world  2d 
the  new* 

The  petition  was  broiiiljl^t  lipb 
Mr.  Chan-  Mr.  CkanceUor  Piit  Imd,  thd  Hoote^  he  doubted  not,  fnMi 
ceUor  riu.  ^],^  i^j^  b^n  ^xeA  by  the  honotraUe  gentlem;9ii,  as  well  m 
from  the  matler  of  ths  peiitiotis  themiUves,  rnuft  be  awaio 
that  ths  fiib)e£k  was  well  worth  their  moft  ferkms  coofiden- 
tion,  snafiBOch  as  it  deeply  tntenAed  both  the  trade  and.  itve* 
une  of  this  kiogdom*  Late,  therefore,  as  it  was  in  the  iet 
fion,  he  fhould  thbik  it  his  duty  to  offier  fome^prDpoiitiov  to 
the  Houie  refpefiing  it  jlmiiediacely;  for  whida  jea£>D  bs 
begged  leave  to  give  notice,  that  on  Monday  next  he  srasld 
move  £>r  leave  to  faring  in  a  biliielati've  to  the  future  legaii* 
tion  of  the  tobacoo  trade* 

Mtmdayj  Jtmi  13* 

Vif.  Chan-  .  Mr*  ChancenoT  Pitt  ro^s,  he  faid,  in  obedience  to  a  mef- 
celk»r  ritt.  gigt  from  His  Majefty^  the  fubftance  of  which  he  was  now 
to  refer  to  the  Committee*  The  fund  of  four  and  a  half  per 
^ttit*  duty  in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  Iflands*  was  fouad 
totally  inade<}uate  to  the  various  purpofes  to  which  it  had  hi* 
theito  been  appropriate  He  enumerated  leveral  of  tht 
char|[es  for  which  this  fund  was  anfwerafale:  the  anoultj 
of  90001.  to  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  GlonceiUr, 
the  annuity  to  his  own  family,  the  falaries  of  the  rdpedi>e 
governors  aad  the  ioferior  officersj  imkI  other  unavoidable 

ex^ndinire$i 
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^^xftmYnuTfiMt  had  seduced  this  fund  to  an  arrev  of  a  fum  not 
leu  tian  s6fpool.^^Tht  annual  receipt  c^  this  fund,  he  fajd* 
ivas  not  mote  than  ao^oooL  and  the  charges  to  which  it 
-was  (uhjtAoip  full  28,ocx^ ;  ib  that  in  a  period  of  feven 
years  the  f«m  of  56)OOoL  had  been  accumulated*  He  truf- 
«e(i  the  Committee  vould  be  difpofed  to  embrace  any  reafon- 
aUe  mode  which  could  he  fug^dled  for  rendering  the  proxi- 
lion  £or  a  part  of  the  Royal  Family  fuhilantial  and  perma- 
nent, for  paying  the  ialary  of  the  governors,  yet  in  arrears, 
aod  Ibch  other  debts  as  bad  been  incurred  by  a  dependence  on 
this  unproduilive  fund*  His  Majefty  had,  therefore,  pro* 
pofed  a  transfer  of  the  9000L  granted  to  His  Royal  High- 
sneis  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  from  the  fund  above  mention* 
ed,  to  the  aggncjrate  fund,  during  the  continuance  of  an  aA 
made  in  the  firft  year  of  the  prefent  rei^n,  entitled,  ^^  An 
«<  A£t  for  the  Maintenance  of  His  Majefty 's  Houfehold.** 
He  therefore  moved  the  Committee  to  eater  a  refolution  to 
thatefiea. 

Sir  Pbilip^yennlnp  CUrkt  faid,  be  ihould  have  been  glad  sir  p.  j. 
to  have  heard  £rom  the  ri|^t  honourable  gentleman  by  what  Clcrke. 
means  it  was  Intended  to  fopply  the  deficiencies  which  he 
had  juft  now  ftated, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pin  iaid,  the  honourable  Baronet^s.  quef-  Mr.  ch^n- 
.  tion  would  be  anfwered  by  what  he  held  in  his  hand.     He  celbr  Piu. 
therefore  moved  the  Committee,  ^  That  the  fum  of  ^6,oooU 
^*  be,  in  like  manner,  transferred,  as  due  on  the  CtvU-Lift 
•*  eftabliflimenu^ 

The  Houie  went  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Mn  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  <<  That  a  duty  of  four  pounds 
'*  be  impoied  on  ail  hawkers  and  pedlars,  over  and  above 
*<  all  other  duties  or  taxes  to  which  they  were  already 
^  fubjeaed.'* 

Mr.  Dempfter  fpoke  againft  it;  but  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Ttiefddff  Jane  14. 

The  order  of  the  day  bein^  read  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  for  the  better  examining  and  auditing  the  public  I 

accounts,  | 

Mr.  Huffiy  offered  to  the  Houfe  feveral  obje£tioas.    In  Mr.  Ik^    j 
the  fix  ft  pxaoe,  he  obferved,  that  the  inftitution  of  a  new  ^«7* 
board  of  five  auditors,  in  addition  to  the  incumbrance  which  < 

the  compenfation  to  be  made  to  the  two  exifting  auditors  of  j 

the  Improft  would  have  on  tlie  Public,  was  not  warranted  or 

3  S  2  juftified 
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juftified  on  the  principles  of  expediency,  nor  lanAified  by 
the  recommendation  of  the  report  of  the  Commiffioners;  | 
and,  in  the  (econd  place,  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  prefent 
auditors,  under  proper  reftriftions  and  regulations,  might 
*  not  anfwer  every  purpofe  of  reformation  expefted  from  the 
new  fyftem:  He  was  determined,  therefore,  to  take  tht 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  a  meafure  from  which  he  expeAed  00 
^ood  effe£ts,  and  which  was  to  add  a  burden  on  the  Public  of 
lo^oool.  p^r  annum. 

Mf.  RoTe.  *  Mr.  Rofe  replied  very  fully>  explaining  that  the  (alariei  of 
(he  prefent  auditors  of  the  Impreft  were  eftimated  at  about 
349000!.  a  year;  that  was  i7,oooL  each.  The  commutatioQ 
was  to  l)e  7000I. ;  and  the  falaries  annexed  to  the  new  infti- 
tution  would  be  no  burden  to  the  Public,  as  they  would  ac- 
crue ftom  favings.    ^ 

Mr.  f  Of .  Mr,  Fox  faid,  that  at  the  prefent  period  of  the  feflion,  and 
in  the  fmall  attend;tnce  of  this  day,  which,  by  the  bye,  was 
not  lefs  than  muft  be  expefted  in  future,  the  Houfe  would 
excufe  him  from  not  entering  at  length  on  a  fubjeS  of  fuch 
importance,  as  ihould  certainly  have  been  agitated  in  a  fuller 
Houfe.  He  muft,  however,  eveii  now  fubmit  to  them  one 
ground  of  obje£tion,  which  was  as  fimple  as  it  was  obvious : 
he  meant  the  extenfion  of  patronage  this  bill  (b  evidently 
v^mti  at.  He  could  not  but  confider  the  prefent  bill  as  en- 
tirely calculated  to  increafe  undue  influence  by  the  creation 
pf  new,  important,  and  lucrative  offices.  He  remembered 
the  time  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr,  Pitt) 
was  among  the  fpremofl  to  recommend  the  bills  for  reftrain- 
ing  that  influence,,  or,  at  leaft,  decli^ring  that  it  ought  to  be 
^iminifhed.  He  alfo  remembered  when  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  thought  it  convenient,  and  indeed  found  hi^s  ad- 
vantage in  decrying  that  principle  in  the  India  bill  whicK  he 
made  now  no  fcrupie  of  introducing  in  this;  for  a  Miniiler 
to  nominate  in  Parliament  the  perfons  who  came  to  fill  sai 
important  department,  was  considered,  in  that  meafure,  as 
highly  unconftitutional,  but  muft  be  thought  wholly  inno- 
cent in  this.  Who  the  perfons  were  whom  the  Minifter  in- 
•  tended  to  appoint,  he  was  now  unacquainted  with ;  but  be 
they  who  they  might,  he  was  confident  that  no  recommenda- 
tion of  charafter  or  fituation  could  apply  more  favourably  on 
this  occafion  than  in  the  former  one  he  now  alluded  to.  In 
the  prefent  cafe,  he  could  mean  no  perfonal  refleftion  on  men 
who  were  not  yet  known ;  but  that  circumftance  enabled 
him  to  fpeak  with  greater  freedom.    The  right  honourable 

gentleaun 
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gentleman  muft  cany  his  inquiry  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
empire  if  he  expe&ed  to  find  peilons  in  whom  a  tnift  could 
more  fecnrely  be  repofed,  or  who  were  lefs  likely  to  abufe  it; 
than  the  perfons  to  whofe  appointment  he  in  that  inftance 
obje6led.  Circumftanced  as  the  bill  was,  and  not  fo  over 
anxious  for  the  prerogative  as  others  appeared  to  be,  he  was 
not  difpleafed  that  the  perfons  to  be  appointed  were  to  cofiti- 
nue  quamdlu  fe  bene  gtffirinU  and  not  fubjeft  to  the  changes 
and  fluctuations  of  Adminiftration.  He  would,  however, 
recommend  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  be  explicit 
on  the  fubje^  of  the  new  auditors  being  eligible  to  Parlia- 
ment, as  it  might  be  productive  of  fome  difputes. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  «  That  the  Twelfth  Report  ^t,  Chtn* 
"  of  the  Commiffioners  be  read ;"  which  being  done,  he  ar-  ««^o«  ***«• 
gued  from  it,  that  though  the  Report  did  not  recommeAd  the 
new  inftitution,  it  was  far  from  being  averfe  to  it,  and  dif- 
approved  very  highly  of  the  prefent  fyftem. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  he  believed  his  right  honourable  The  Aitor-* 
friend  would  have  no  objection  to  a  fpecial  claufe  for  exclu-  ney<j<aieiAi 
ding  the  new  auditors  from  a  feat  in  Parliament. 

After  fome  farther  remarks  from  Sin  Hufley,  Mr.  Rofe, 
Mr,  Fox,  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  the  Houfe  divided  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill ; 

Ayes -    -    75 

Noes     ---------    15 

Majority    -    -    -    60 
On  the  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Excife  Jurifdic- 
tion  bill,  the  Attorney  General  (Mr.  Pt  Arden)  fpoke  to  the  The  Attrtr- 

following  eflfe£t  :  n^^Gcneral 

I  have  many  objeftions  to  the  bill  *—  it  is  impoflible,  at 
my  rate,  that  I  can  give  my  confent  to  its  pafling  this  year, 
'or  it  is  a  bill  of  th^  greateft  importance,  and  requires  muck 
ronfidcration. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  framed  it,  ftated  with 
rreat  eloquence,  at  the  time  he  introduced  it  to  the  Houfe^ 
:he  principal  objefts  of  his  intended  reform.  Two  of  them 
jvery  man  muft  approve  —  I  mean  the  introducing  into  one 
ift  the  provifions  of  former  aSs,  and  the  reconciling  thofe 
)rovifions  to  each  other.  This  part  of  the  bill  is  executed 
nrith  great  ability,  and,  if  unconneded  with  bis  third  object, 
vould  receive  uniyerfal  approbation.  But  the  honourable 
rentleman  is  not  contented  with  this  limited  plan :  he  wiihes 
;o  extend  to  Ex(:ife  caies  the  tpal  by  jury:  he  wifhes  to  givn 


\.:\» 
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the  fiibjefk  an  opCiooal  right  to  that  trial  in  all  que&kms  of 
iBxcife,  Now,  Sir»  it  is  impofllble  not  to  fbiefee  in£m 
pnUchief  from  this  part  of  the  bill,  'the  reveoue  ceuli 
never  be  colle£led-*-tbe  trial  by  jury  is  not  fufficieot  to  e;.- 
force  thecoUeAion-— and  every  man,  if  there  was  an  in: 
mation  agaioft  him,  would  claim  the  rieht  of  trial  by  ju 
It  would  be  impofllble  £ox  the  Court  of  Exchequer  to  go  cu 
Why,  Sir,  there  are  £x  thouiand  caufes  tried  every  ycar^a 
the  fummary  courts.  Now,  if  all  thefe  cades  were  to  U 
brought  into  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  how  would  it  bs  jvi- 
fible  for  th^  Court  to  proceed }  —  Sir,  it  is  very  dangeroib  to 
difturb  the  fettled  order  of  things^  and  to  itverfe  eftabliib- 
ments  that  have  flood  the  teft  of  a  century. 

For  theie  reaibns.  Sir,  I  fiiould  have  obje^led  to  the  biU 
as  it  originally  flood;  but  the  alterations  that  were  nu^  in 
it  in  the  Committee  oblige  me  to  objedi  to  it  for  another  ra* 
fon^  which  is,  that  while  it  nuy  do  a  great  deal  of  miichie( 
it  can  do  no  good  whatfoever.  The  principal  article  of 
Etcife  are  excepted  from  the  general  operation  of  the  bilL 
Now  it  may  doa  great  deal  of  miichief  by  making  tlioie  w- 
eafy  who  are  concerned  in  the  excepted  trade;,  and  who  will 
think  they  have  as  good  a  right  as  their  neighboon  to  the 
trial  by  jury ;  and  it  can  do  no  good,  becaofe  the  namberat 
articles  on  which  the  bill  will  be^iermitted  to  operate  vi^ 
not  be  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  even  of  experiment. 

For  thefe  reafons,  I  fliall  move  that  the  farther  confiden- 
tion  of  this  bill  be  adjourned  till  this  day  three  mimths. 
Mr.  Beau'       ^^*  Beaufoy  replied  to  the  Attorney  General  nearly  ia  (be 
1*7.  following  words : 

In  riflng  to  combat  the  doubts,  and  anfwer  the  dbjcBM 
of  the  learnied  gentleman  neav  me,  I  am  fen£ble  I  ibil 
ipeak  under  circumflaoces  of  unufual  diiadvantage ;  fVi^\ 
dependently  of  the  apprehenfion  I  naturally  fisd  of  his  t)*! 
lerits  and  profeffional  knowledge-— independently,  too,  of  di 
Weight  which  his  perfonal  chara£ter,  in  other  refpeds,  gi^ 
to  his  irgtmients,  I  have  alfo  to  contend  with  the  anthorit| 
he  derives  from  the  high  office  which  he  holds  in  the  Stai 
It  isy  however,  an  encouragement  to  me  to  know  that 
wiihes  his  opinions  ihould  be  fairly  examined,  and  unie 
vedly  difculled,  and  that  he  does  not  require  that  anj  tbi 
fliould  be  conceded  to  authority  which  is  not  eflaUiiheti 
argument. 

From  the  doubts  exprefled  by  the  learned  geot 
three  queftions  arire-— 

I  ift.^^T^ 
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ift.  Whether  there  be  any  juft  reafon  to  compl:un  of  the 
law  as  ir  now  ftaiids  ? 

2cL  Whetlier  the  adopting  the  principle  of  this  bill  will, 
in  praftice,  he  attended  \^ith  any  hazard  to  the  revenue,  or 
Widi  any  other  inconvenience  in  praflice  i 

3d*  Whether  the  alterations  made  ip  \hc  bill,  in  its  pro« 

JrreTs  through  the  Committee^  have  not  deftroyed  the  poffibi-^ 
ity  of  its  being  ufeful  ? 

The  firft  queftion,  then,  is^  is  there  any  inconvenience  in 
the  prefent  law  ?  Sir,  as  the  law  now  ftands,  the  officers  of 
the  revenue  may  refvife  to  the  fubjed,  in  all  queftions  of 
Excife,  his  right  of  trial  by  jury,  to  the  total  difregard  of 
the  comtnon  hw,  and  of  afl  the  maxims  of  our  ancient  ju-* 
rifpnidence. 

In  eight  and  forty  hours  he  may  be  convifbed  in  penalties 
that  Ih^  devour  his  whole  fortune,  that  fhall  deprive  him  of 
the  means  of  life,  and  reduce  him,  at  once,  from  affluence 
tobemry. 

If  ^e  penalties  which  zrt  thus  impofed  Ihall  be  more  than 
his  all  is  fufficient'to  difchatge,  imprifonment  inevitably  fol- 
lows^ and  that  too  of  a  duration  to  which  the  law  has  af- 
figned  no  limit.  If  he  cannot  pay  the  penalties,  the  hour 
that  releales  him  from  his  prifon  will  be  that  which  carries 
ium  Co  his  {p^vf . 

I>et  it  alto  be  remembered,  that  thefe  affli Aiv^  thefe  ruin* 
d\is  conviftions  may  be  brought  upon  him  by  the  judgement 
of  men  who  are  in  no  i^fpeSt  his  peers,  and  who,  as  officers 
dependent  on  that  very  revenue,  againft  the  interefts  of  which 
he.  is  fuppofed  to  have  ofiended,  are,  in  fome  meafuie,  par- 
ties ag;amft  him. 

To  increafe  the  hazards  of  his  Gtuation,  the  teftimony  of 
a  {Ingle  witnefs  is  made  fufficient  to  convi6l  him,  and  that 
witoefs  is  under  the  ftrongeft  temptations  to  perjury ;  for^ 
he  knows  that  he  is  entitled  to  one  half  of  the  gooos  that 
Ihall  be  forfeited,  together  with  one  half  of  the  penalties 
that  Ihall  be  impofed  upon  the  accufed,  if  judgement'  fhall  bo 
^iven  againft  hmi.  Thus  the  witnefs  is  impelled  to  fwear 
forcibly  by  the  certain  knowledge  xh^t  if  he  can  deftroy  th& 
fortune  of  the  accufed,  his  own  will  be  eftabliihed  on  its 
ruins. 

At  this  very  hour  the  Commiflioners  of  Excife  are  in 
pofleffion  of  a  feizure,  whofe  value  is  fuppofed  to  he  littlf 
lefs  than  ten  thoufand  pounds-^I  mean  the  late  leizure  of  ^ 
large  quantity  of  fpirits  from  Scotland. 

Now 
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Now  if  the  Commiffioners  of  Excifis,  inftead  of  dIreAing 
'  their  o£Scer  to  profecute  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  fhould 
tbemfelves  proceed  to  give  judgement  in  this  important 
caufe^  as  by  law  they  are  empowered  to  doy  the  witnefs>  if  the 
goods  are  condemned,  will  be  entitled  to  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
5ocx>l. 

I  do  not  mean  to  (ay,  that  to  a  man  who  has  fcarcely  a 
livelihood,  whofe  all  is  but  50!.  a  year,  the  profped  of  ob- 
taining 5000K  would  hold  out  fuch  a  temptation  to  perjury 
as  he  would  not  be  able  to  refift  —  my  experience  of  human 
nature  does  not  juAify  fo  harfii  a  conclufion  ;  but  confident 
I  am  that  his  wiflies,  at  leaft,  w;ould  be  adverfe  to  the  ac- 
culed  :  that  a  bias,  infenfible  perhaps  to  himfelf,  but  ftroogly 
operative  on  his  evidence,  would  perpetually  lead  him  to 
thofe  circuraftances  in  the  cafe  that  are  moft  prefumptive  of 
guilt,  and  would  urge  him  to  declarations  partial,  at  leail, 
and  fraught,  at  the  beft,  with  coloured  fafCs  and  mutilated 
truth. 

Thus,  as  the  law  now  ftands,  the  fubjedl,  in  eight  and 
forty  hours,  may  be  flripped  of  his  fortune,  and  imprifonei 
for  life,  at  the  difcretion  of  an  arbitrary  court,  on  the  evi- 
dence of  afingle  witnefs,  and  that  w^itnefs  under  the  ftrongeft 
temptations  to  perjury.  Does  the  learned  gentleman  i^ally 
think  that  on  fuch  eviJc'nce,  by  fuch  Judges^  fuch  penahui 
ought  to  be  infliiSled  ? 

There  are  alfo  other  dangers  to  which  he  is  expofed;  for, 
without  either  fault  or  negleft  on  his  part,  he  mavbeiie" 
prived  of  the  common  privilege  even  of  the  greatcft  crimi- 
nals— for  he  may  be  condemned  unheard  z-r-nor  let  it  be  ima- 
jgined  that  the  membei-s  of  this  Houfe  are  interefted  on  thiS 
occafion  only  in  the  caufe  of  others.  There  iS  not  a  gcntl^ 
man  who  hears  me  that  is  not  perfonally  liable  to  the  fudden 
and  fummary  procedure  of  this  defpotic  court.  Has  he  for- 
gotten to  enter  hi&  carriage  ?  or  does  an  informer  falleif 
charge  him  with  not  having  entered  it  ?  or  does  the  informer, 
who  perhaps  has  feen  him  coming  down  to  the  houfe  in  the 
carriage  of  a  friend,  charge  him  with  ufmg  a  carriage  fe 
which  lie  has  pajd  no  duty^  In  flioVt,  is  there,  upon  any 
ground,  bad  or  good,  an  information  againft  him  ?  If  there  is* 
And  the  law  is  executed,  a  fummons  ifTues  for  his  perfonal  at- 
tendance on  the  Commiffioners  in  three  days  time,  or  the  no- 
tice may  be  lliorter  if  they  pleafe.  The  fummons  bcicj 
thus  iflued,  the  law  does  not  require  that  it  fihould  be  given 

him.    If  it  i$  left  witb  his  fcrvaiit^  or  with  hh  chiU>  ^^ 
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hi  the  keyhole  of  his  ftreet  door,  it  is  perfe^Iy  fufficient  -*« 
the  law  requires  no  more.  If  he  is  in  town^  he  may  not  re- 
ceive the  fummons :  if  he  is  in  the  country,  it  is  fcarcely 
poffible  be  ihould  receive  it.  His  fervant,  perhaps,  fends 
him  the  piece  of  paper,  of  which  he  does  not  know  the 
meaning,  with  his  letters,  by  the  poft ;  but  it  arrives  too 
late:  for,  in  the  mean  time,  guilty  or  innocent,  he  is  con- 
demned fqr  non-attendance-— judgement  is  given  againil 
him : — perhaps,  anxious  to  prove  that,  at  leaft,  he  was  not 
a  voluntary  trefpafl^  on  the  law,  he  haftens  to  town— Sir^ 
if  the  law  is  executed,  he  will  find  an  Excifeman  levyine  on 
his  goods,  and  th«  officers  of  juftice  in  pofleffion  othis  , 
houfe* 

I  know  that,  in  thele  mild  and  beneficient  times,  the  Com* 
miffioners  of  Excife  have  too  much  difcretion  to  execute  the 
law  in  its  utmoft  rigour,  or  to  give  to  its  operations  fuch  un- 
neceflary  fpeed,  efpecially  towards  perfons  who  are  in  the 
higheft  fituations  of  life :  but  I  alfo  know  that  there  is  no- 
thing but  their  difcretion  to  reftrain  them. 

I  am  fenfible,  too,  that  the  right  honourable  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  from  that  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  fub- 

J*e£l  which  governs  all  his  proceedings,  has  given  notice  of 
lis  intention,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  entrufting  to  other  hands 
the  collection  of  the  duty  on  carriages :  but  I  am  likewife 
fenfible  that  what  I  have  uated  is,  at  this  hour,  the  law* 

I  amperfuaded,  too,  that  the  Houfe  will  not  fieel  their  de- 
fire  of  relieving  tfie  People  from  a  hard  and  opprefiive  law  in 
any  degree  diminiihed  by  the  confideration  that  they  them« 
felves  are  no  longer  expoled  to  its  eScSts. 

The  only  queftion  with  the  Houfe  will  be,  will  this  biU  be 
ittended  with  any  hazard  to  the  revenue,  or  be  any  impedi^ 
(nent  to  the  pradlice  of  the  courts  ? 

The  learned  gentleman  is  of  opinion  that  both  thele  evils 
iv^ill  follow-— I  confider  myfelf  as  at  ifliie  with  him  pa  thefe 
K>ints.— Let  us  examine  the  proofs. 

Firft,  then,  he  declares,  that  the  revenue  could  not  be 
:olle£ted  under  this  bill ;  for  that  the  procef^  of  trial  by  jury 
s  not  fufficient  to  enforce  that  coUefkion. 

Sir,  there  is  certainly  one  defcription  of  cafes,  it  is  tliat 
vhich  is  expreffly  excepted  by  the  bill,  in  wnich  the  trial  by 
urj  would  be  too  flow  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  fraud»  This.  . 
lefcription  ofjqafes  confifts  of  all  thofe  which  are  diftin- 
;uifhed'  in  law  by  the  forfeiture  of  double  duties.  I  will  beg 
lave  to  explain  tQ  the  Houfe  the  meaning  ^f  the  term. 

Vol,  XVIII,  3T  When 
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judgement  fliould  be  given  againil  him,  the  rigoors  of  tbs 
law  may  be  foftcned  by  the  compailion  of  the  Court,  and 
the  penalties  prefcribed  for  the  ofience  be  reduced  to  afonitlv 
perhaps  (for  this  is  often  the  pra£Hce)  to  a  twentieth  or  1 
fortieth  of  their  amount.  Whereas,  in  in  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer, the  whole  penalty  muft  be  levied.  It  will  be  a* 
a^ied  to  the  utmoft  farthing. 

In  the  next  place,  the  fubje<%  will  confider,  that  if  his 
goods  have  been  wrongfully  feized,  and  judgement  in  his 
Kivour  ihould  be  given  by  the  fummary  court,  nothing  can 
bar  him  of  his  right  to  lue  the  feizing  officer  for  damages: 
-  whereas,  if  a  judgement  in  his  favpur  mould  be  given  m  tbs 
Court  of  Exchequer,  the  Barons  may  deprive  him  of  liii 
right  of  aftion  againft  the  officer  who  wrongfully  fcized;  for 
they  may  certify,  that  the  officer  had  a  probable  caufe  of 
feizure,  in  which  cafe  no  a£^ion  againft  him  can  be  brou^t. 

Upder  all  thefe  circumflances  of  difadvantage,  I  am  con- 
fident that  the  fubjedl  will  claim  his  trial  by  jury,  only  in 
two  defcriptions  of  caufes. 

He  will  claim  it  in  caufes  of  great  magnitude,  where  tk 
'  confideration  of  the  expenc6  of  the  trial  is  loft  in  that  of  tk 
value  to  be  tried. 

And  he  will  always  claim  in  any.caufe  in  which  he  fufpeft 
that  the  judge  of  the  fummary  court  has  conceived  a  prejo- 
4ice  againft  him. 

**  I  know"  (he  may  fay)  "  that  my  neighbour,  the  jnf- 

tice,  js  my  encjny;  I  am  confident  he  wiU  give  judgement 

againft  me,  yvith  a  view  to  blaft  my  charafter,  ruin  mf 
f  *  trade,  and  deprive  me  of  the  means  of  life.  In  this  fitia- 
**  tion,  I  am  determined  to  throw  myfelf  upon  my  countrr; 
♦*  I  am  confcious  of  my  innocence;  and  be  the  expenccwlal 
**  it  paay,*  I  will  be  tried  by  my  peers.* 

Such  are  the  two  cafes  in  which  the  fubjed  will  take  h« 
trial  by  jury ;  and  God  forbid,  that  in  either  of  thefe  cafe 
that  trial  ihould  be  refufed  him. 

Does  the  learned  gentleman  imagine,  that  cafes  of  th« 
fort  will  be  fo  numerous  as  to  overwhelm  the  Court  of  &• 
chequer  with  bufinefs }  Is  there  any  likelihood  in  fiich  a  ft^ 
pofition  ? 

But,  fays  the  learned  gentleman,  **  Other  cafes  will  oc- 
*f  cur,  for  you  are  to  recoiled,  that  the  party  does  not  aJ- 
**  ways  confider  what  his  intereft  requires ;  he  foDows  the 
«  didates  not  of  his  intereft  but  of  hi^  attorney.* 

■  My 
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For,  to  fay  nbthing  of  the  number  of  clerks  who  arcge- 
nerally  in  the  office  at 'the  time  of  fuch  payments;  to  fay 
nothifig  of  the  chanoe  that  other  perfons  were  attending  at 
the  fame  time  for  the  (ame  purpofe  (the  day  of  payment  for 
one  perfon  being  sdways  a  day  of  payment  for  many)  it  is 
.«vjdait  that  the  produdion  of  the  receipt  whicli  is  invariably 
given  is  conclufive  evidence  in  his  favonr. 

Th«s  it  appears,  that  with  regard  to  the  qneftion  of  h&y 
the  Court  can  fcarcelj  be  ,faid  to  be  poflei&d  of  any  dif* 
cretioo,  for  the  proofs  mnft  be  deciAve,  and  againft  fuch 
evidence  they  never,  for  obvious  reafons,  will  venture  to 
detennia& 

With  refpeft  alfo  to  the  extent  of  the  penalty  to  be  in- 
fli£ted,  there  is  no  difcretiou  in  the  Court  unlefs  it  be  that 
of  mitigation  in  favour  of  the  fubjed;  for  the  penalty  is 
firi^ly  defined,  it  is  double  the  amount  of  the  duty  unpaid; 
it  cannot  be  extended ;  there  is  precifion  in  the  law. 

Sir,  I  rejoice  that  while  the  exception  in  the  bill  effe<^a- 
ally  guards  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  the  lafety  of  tile 
SdbjeSt'  is  not  materially  dimtniihed. 

But  the  learned  gentleman  will  tell  me  perhaps,  that  aI-» 
though  I  have  in  this  manner  efiedlually  provided  againil  any 
ifmnedTate  danger  to  the  revenue  by  the  duties  being  with-* 
held;  yet,  that  eventually  the  revenue  may  fuffer  by  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  being  overwhelmed  with  bufinefs,  for 
the  learned  gentleman  imagines  thatevery  manufaCluser  will 
take  the  benefit  of  an  Excliequer  fust. 

To  determine  how  far  this  is  likely  to  be  the  caie,  let  us 
examine  what  are  the  conditions  and  what  the  diiadvantages 
of  the  lemoval  of  a  fuit  from  the  fummary  jurifdi£Hon  to  the 
Court  of  Exchequer. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  expence  of  the  trial,  even  if  he  fuc- 
eeeds  Had  obtains  a  verdidt  in  his  favour,  will  not  be  lefs 
than  fixty  or  eighty  pounds ;  and  if  he  does  not  fncceed,  it 
will  be  double  that  fum;'for,  in  cafe  of  forfeiture^  the 
OoWn,  departing  firom  its  ufual  rule,  demands  coils  of  the 
defendant* 

Thus  die  decifion  of  a  caufe  in  tlie  Court  of  Exchequer 
brings  upon  the  fubjedl  an  expence  at  Icaft  of  fixty,  and  per- 
haps X  2oL ;  whereas  in  the  funimary  courts  the  trial  will 
eofl  him  notbing* 

In  the  fecond  plac^  the  fubje^  will  recoiled,  that  the 
court  which  tries  by  a  jury,  has  no  power  to  mitigate  pe- 
nalties :  if  his  caufe  ^s  decided  in  a  fummary  jurifdidlion,  and 
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Court  of  King's  B^ch,  and  drive  its  venenUe  magiftmc 
^om  the  judgement  feat.  May  thty  not  fay,  with  an  «{ual 
chance  of  fuccefs,  "  Let  iit  agree  that  each  of  os  fiuU  bceak 
^  the  peace  oa  one  and  thefameday;  let  each  of  usknock 
*'  down  his  man;  we  ihall  then  have  nothing  to  fear;  ior 
*^  the  indiflaients  for  aflauhs  will  be  too  numerous  to  be 
^  tried.  The  judges  will  renounce  their  o£Eces  in  defpair, 
^  arid  Ie:ive  us  to  purfoe  ottr  occupation  without  dtftushoBce 
**  from  the  law.* 

The  learned  gentleman  through  the  whole  courie  ^S  hii 
argument  reafons  in  fuch  a  way>  that  things  which  aie 
icarcely  poiEble  are  reprefeSited,  nrft  as  probable^  and  after- 
wards as  certain ;  his  fears  are  proofs  of  a  fancy  wonderfully 
fertile;  they  are  proofs  of  an  anxious  folicitude  for  tie 
welfare  of  the  Public;  but  they  are  fears  which  foberfjpe- 
Gulation  cannot  but  condenuH  beoM&ie  they  &re  fuch  as  pnc- 
tice  can  never  leaiize. 

The  learned  gentleman  had  alio  another  reafonof  di^ie- 
tudethat  feemed  to  imprefs  his  mind  with  uaufoalahnii, 
•  which  wasy  the  number  of  caufes  that  are  a&ually  tried  ooe 
year  with  another  in  thefummary  courts.  He  ftates  themy 
and  I  believe  the  ftatement  to  be  true,  at  more  than  6000— 
**  Now,  what,"  (fays  he)  «  will  be  the  confequeoce^  if  all 
^  thefe  caufes  fhould  be  brought  f(V  trial  to  the  C0«rt 
**  of  Exchequer  P 

Sir,  the  Court  has  no  fuch  event  to  fear  ;  for  every  maa 
who  knows  any  thing  of  the  excif<^  muft  Icnow^  that  sf 
thefe  fix  thoufand  cafes,  a  very  large  proportion  are  eafeiof 
unclaimed  goods,  which  the  owner,  confcioua  of  guilt,  is 
afraid  to  acknowledge  to  be  his,  becanfe^  upon  that  aduiow* 
ledgemenr,  penalties  attach.  Now  where  there  isnocbi* 
mant,  there  can  be  no  removal  of  the  fuit. 

Of  the  reft  of  the  itx  thoufand  cafes,  by  much  the  larjeft 
part  are  cafes  of  fmall  forfeitures,  or  of  penalties  that  «t 
lefs  than  twenty  pounds,  and  which  arte*  almoft  always  m- 
tigated  down  to  five ;  a  fum  fo  very  incoiifideEaMe,  tiutfew 
men  would  conteft  its  payment  at  the  expence  of  an  Excbs* 
^uer  fuit. 

Thus  it  will  be  found,  diat  if  thia  bill  fioll  pofi,  the 
number  of  additional  fuks  that  will  be  tried  in  the  Exche- 
quer, will  not  be  more  than  the  Coort  will  be  able  to  it- 
•  cxde.  And  fhaU  we,  in  order  to  avoid  this  fraali  additioo 
I  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  Court,  fhallwe  perflft  in  WitMioUitf 
from  the  fubje^l  that  right  of  trial  by  jury  which  tbe  cooi- 

mofl 
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moR  law  of  Ae  hnd  and  ow  ancient  conftitirtionhaye  given 
him  f  Shall  we  fay  to  the  fubjed,  we  admit  thair  your  wifliefl 
aie  confiftent.  with  jnftioe;  vre  admit  that  the  language  of  / 
reaibn  is  on  your  fide ;  that  the  Conftitution  pleads  ftrongly* 
on  your  behalf,  and  that  the  iame  principles  which  fupport 
the  genehil  law  of  the  land  do  alfo  Aipport  your  caufe ;  yet 
we  cannot  comply  with  your  wiihes,  juft  and  reafonable  as 
they  are,  left  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  (hould  fay,  left 
the'fervants  trf*  the  Government,  poflelled  of  vaft  emoluments, 
ihoold  fry,  we  have  given  them  additioaal  trouble  and  In- 
creafed  the  labour  of  their  office? 

Among  the  objedions  which  the  learned  gentleman's  in-» 
genuttr  has  enabled  him  to  urge  againft  the  bill,  one  there 
was  wmeh  exceedingly  furprifed  me;  it  was  that  which  be 
drew  from  the  claufe  which  the  right  honourable  Chancel- 
lor of  die  Exchequer  propofed  in  the  Committee :  that  claufe 
has  ofldoiibtedly  rendered  the  bill  a  bill  of  experiment,  and 
has  confined  that  experiment  to  a  fmall  number  of  articles* 
Sir,  if  that  claufe  has  leflened  the  value  of  the  bill,  that  di-> 
mnratkm  of  its  merit  is  not  chargeable  on  me ;  I  never  pro* 
pofed  the  plan  as  a  plan  of  experiment,  nor  meant  to  give  a 
partial  and  mutilated  operation  to  the  bill ;  yet,  if  a  perfon 
for  whoTe  Judgement  I  have  the  higheft  refpe^l,  thinks  that 
a  triid  of  tne  bill  ihbuld  be  made  on  a  few  articles  before  it  • 
it  generally  adpoted,  I  have  too  much  confidence  in  the  re- 
fnk  of  the  experiment  to  abandon  the  fyftem ;  for  I  hove  no 
doiibt,  that  if  tried  on  a  few  articles  this  year,  it  will  next 
year  becxtended  to  all. 

The  learned  g^deman  has  told  the  Houfe,  that  he  dif* ' 
likes  flnnovation  in  the  ancient  fyftem,  grown  reverend  by 
time,  and  by  the  prafiice  of  a  hundred  years.  Sir,  the  credit 
of  the  trial  by  jury  hat  little  to  fear  from  any  argumenta 
drawn  from  the  antiquity  of  thofe  courts  that  have  ufurped 
its  privileges,  and  trenched  upon  its  rightt  Does  the  learned 
gentleman  ttiSk  of  the  pradice  of  a  century?  Sir,  the 
trial  by  jury  was  old  among  our  anceftors  a  thoufand  years 


B«t  in  fba  the  learned  gentleman  has  little  to  fear  fram 
the  innovating  tSedts  of  the  prefent  bill ;  for  though  it  gives 
an  optional  right  of  trial  by  jury  in  revenue  caufes,  and 
reftofes  to  the  fubjeft  a  privilege  which  the  excife,  uforping 
upon  die  common  law,  has  unjuftly  wrefted  from  him ;  yet 
it  wHl  not  materially  difturi>  the  fettled  order  of  things,  nor 
introduce  anv  violent  innovations  in  the  praftices  of  the  day. 
>  The 
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The  difcfetion  of  the  Commiffionersy  aad  the  general  US- 
poixtion  of  the  times,  which  is  averfe  to  aihitrary  power^ 
have  already,  in  fome  meafure,  eftabliihed  as  pradioe  what 
the  bill  propofes  to  eftablifh  as  law. 

The  Gommiffioners  of  Excife  generally  refer  to  the  Ex- 
chequer all  caufes  of  importance,  all  thofe  which  relate  to 
high  value :  but  though  the  fubjei^  in  fuch  caufes  generally 
bas  a  trial  by  his  peers,  yet,  as  the  law  now  ftands,  he  can- 
not claim  it  as  a  right;  it  is  granted  or  withheld  at  the  will 
of  the  oipcers  of  the  Crown,  for  the  option  is  .with  them  ; 
whereas^  if  the  bill  ihall  pafs,  that  option  will  be  with  him. 
For  iny  6Wn  part,  I  am  perfedUy  convinced,  that  if  the 
choice  of  the  court  were  vefied  in  the  fubje^  the  funomary 
juriidifkion  would  almoft  always  be  [deferred;  for. he  would 
then  confider  that  jurifdi&ion  as  a  refuge  {rqm  expence. 
He  would  vahie,  wl^  ofiered  as  a  privilege,  what.be  now 
detefts,  when  forced  upon  him  as  a  burden;  he  would  find  his 
convenience  liberally  confulted,  without  any  invaiioii  of  his 
lights. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  faid,  <<  If  you  approve  tbe  pre^ 
^  fent  conduA  of  the  Comiffioner$,  where  is  the  necef- 
'^  fity,  or  where  the  advantage  of  yodr  pcopofed  refotnift- 
«  tionr'* 

Sir,  is  it  no  advantage  to  relieve  the  fubje£l  from  a 
defpotifm,  which,  however  lenient  the  exertion,  fills  his 
mind  with  alarm,  and  wears  down  and  corrodes  hi^  hap- 
pineft? 

The  fufpended  fword,  though  it  did  npt  fall,  was  ibji- 
dent  to  difturb  the  tranquillity-  of  the  feail.  While  there  is 
danger  in  the  law  there  can  be  no  fafety  for  the  fuhje&.  Have 
Slot  the  Commiflioners  of  excife  a  power  to  deprive  the  fub- 
je£t  of  the  benefit  of  the  general  law  of  the  land?  Have  they 
not  a  power  to  exclude  him  from,  his  right  of  trial  by  jury, 
his  ancient  hereditary  privilege  ?.  Have  they  not  a  power  to 
break  down  the  fences  by  which  the  ConiUtution  eivleavours 
to  guard  the  liberties  of  the  people;  and,  haying  this  porwer, 
ihall  it  be  faid,  that  there  is  no  danger  to  be  feared  Tor  that 
all  the  Commiflioners  are  honourable  men?  Sir,  it  becomes 
us  to  confider  the  nature  of  the  tribunal  and  the  permanent 
conftitution  of  the  Court,  not  the  variable  chara&ers  of  thofe 
who  happen  to  prefide  upon  its  judgement  feat.  The  Com- 
miflioners of  Excife  may  fmooth  the  hideous  features  of  the 
law,  or  conceal  them  intirely  from  view;  but. the  nature  of 
the  law  is  ftill  th^  faipe;  the  powqr  of  the  court  is  ftiU  de« 
J  ipotiCi 
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fpotic.  It  were  fbllj  indeed  to  fnppoie»  that  the  eogine  has 
loft  its  force  becaufe  it  is  little  employed  or  happens  to  be  at 
reft.  It  is  an  engine  admirably  calculated  for  the  eftablilh- 
tnent  of  arbitrary  power,  and  of  a  force  fufficient  for  its  end 
whenever  a  hand  fliall  be  found  to  give  it  its  full  operation. 
Such  is  the  cafe  at  prefent,  but  jf  this  bill  ihall  pafs,  the 
danger  o£  the  contrivance  will  ceafe,  the  benefit  only  will 
remain. 

Sir,  I  will  trefpafs  no  farther  on  your  indulgence;  and  in- 
deed 1  am  much  concerned  that  I  have  troubled  you  fo 
long,  for  Tarn  perfe£lly  fenflble,  that  if  this  bill  Ihall  be 
fupported  by  the  Houfe,  it  will  owe  that  fupport  not  to  any 
arguments  of  mine,  but  to  their  warm  and  zealous  attach- 
ment to  the  principles  of  freedom,  to  the  general  law  of  the 
land,  and  to  the  ancient  conftitution  of  their  country. 

The  Solicitor  General  (Mr*  Macdonald)  fpoke  nearly  as  The  sofiri- 
follows :  <or  GcocmI 

Sir,  I  cannot  allow  the  account  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  given  of  the  excife  fyftem  to  pafs  without 
obfervation ;  I  mould  be  forry  indeed»  if  that  fyftem  ihoujd 
be  conlidered  by  the  people  in  general  in  the  very  hideous 
light  in  which  the  energy  6f  his  language  has  enabled  him 
to  defcribe  it.  There  is  no  fyftem,  however  excellent,  whofe 
defedls,  if  brought  together  into  one  view,  and  coloured  by 
a  man  of  ftrong  feeling,  might  not  be  reprefented  as  too 
inonftrous  to  be  borne.  Were  fuch  a  perlbn  to  fay,  for  in* 
fiance^  that  there  is  a  country  wherein  there  is  twelve  hun- 
dred capital  oilences,  twelve  hundred  ways  in  which  the 
fubjed  may  incur  the  forfeiture  of 'his  life,  who  would  be- 
lieve that  it  was  of  England  he  was  fpeaking^  My  honour 
able  friend  has  defcribed  the  excife  laws  as  an  infringement 
of  the  Conftitution,  and  a  breach  of  the  common  law  of  the 
land.  Sir,  I  ftiould  be  very  unworthy  indeed  to  wear  the 
gown  that  marks  my  profef&on,  if  I  did  not  entirely  agree 
with  him  in  this  part  of  his  fpeech;  but  at  the  fame  time  he 
muft  allow  tee  to  fay,  that  the  neceflities  of  the  revenue 
have  fuperieded  other  confiderations ;  and  to  tliofe  neceffi- 
ties  the  eftablifliment  and  the  continuance  of  the  excife 
fyftem  has  undoubtedly  been  owing.  The  honourable  gen^ 
tieman  himfelf  confeiles  that  the  praiSlice  has  been  mild, 
though  the  law  has  been  ievere* 

Hence  it  follows,  from  his  own  ftatenient,  that  no  poU* 
tical  ills  have  refulled  from  the  fyftem,  and  that  the.  altera- 
tion he  fuggefts  can  only  be  made  with  a  view  to  the  ex- 

Vol.  XVni,  3  U  cellence 
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'  cellcncc  of  the  principle  on  which  it  is  founded,  and  not 

*  with  a  view  to  the  redrefs  of  any  real  and  aftual  exilling 
grievance.    Now,  whether  for  the  fake  of  removing  fpecuh- 

*  tive  inconveniencies,  it  be  worth  while  to  hazard  the  un- 
known effefts  of  a  confiderable  change,  the  Houfe  will  un- 
doubtedly determine.     I   know  the  honourable  gentlemsn 

■  himfelf  apprehends  no  danger  to  the  revenue;  and  if  I  codd 
think  the  opinion  of  any  one  man  a  fufEcient  proof  that  there 
is  no  rifque  in  fuch  an  experiment,  I  certainly  fliould  be  fatil- 
iied;  for  I  know  he  has  an  uncommon  knowledge  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  and  I  equally  know  his  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his 
jcountry. 

As  to  my  own  opinion  of  the  bill,  I  mud  confefs  I  can- 
not ftate  any  particular  objedlions  to  it ;  yet  I  am  indinul 
upon  the  whole  to  the  opinion  of  my  learned  friend,  tbt 
the  bill  may  be  dangerous ;  and  it  is,  at  any  rate,  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  pailed  at  this  late  period  of  the 
feflion. 
Mr.  Chan-  Mr.  Chancellor  •?///  fpoke  iranaediately  after  the  Solicircr 
ellorPitt.  Qeneral,  and  exprefled  himfelf  in  the  folioyving  manner: 
If  the  dread  which  my  liearned  friend  near  me  reem<to 
entertain  of  the  probaUe  confeqiienfcs  of  tii!s  bill  be  at  hH 
well  founded,  or  at  all  Hkely  to  be  realifed  in  prafticf,  1 
fhould  undoubtedly  think  wTtn  him,  that  the  bill  oi^ght  on 
no  account  to  be  permitted  to  pafs.  On  the  other  hanl 
Jf  the  frightful  pifture  whith  my  honourable  friend  whopro- 
pofed  the  billy  has  drawn  of  ^he  fy item  ofexcife,  wcretalen 
from  that  fyftem  as  it  adlually  exiAs  in  prad^ice,  I  Ak- '^ 
certainly  be  djfpofed  to  agree  with  him  in  dunking,  that  a 
reform  is  abfolutely.rcquinte. 

But  I  ajn  inuch  inclined  to  believe,  that  both  of  them  a:^ 
to  a  certain  degree  miflaken.;  and  thsX  the  truth,  as  is  uid 
in  extremes,  will.be  found  to  lie  Between  their  oppofite  c^r 
nions :  for  I  cannot  agree  witn  my  learned  friend  in  thinking* 
that  this  bill  would  be'  attended  with  thofe  dangers  to  th: 
revenue,  or  be  produdliye  of  all  thofe  difficulties  in  the  pr:.c- 
tice  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  which  lie  feemstoappr^ 
hend:  and  I  can  as  little  agr^e  with  my  honourable  fr'mv^^ 
in  reprobating  the  fyftem  of  excife  as  inconfiftent  with  tr^ 
liberty  and  happincis  o*f  the  People.  He  himfelf  is  com- 
pelled to  acknowledge,  that  the  execution  of  the  very  fyfliJ^ 
he  condemns  )ias  been  produftive  of  no  ijiconvenience ;  a: J 

he  is  obliged  to  reafon  upon  the  principle,  and,  as  he  thinks 

pern:- 
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pernicious  tendency.of  the  law,  and  not  upon  the  pra£lice^ . 
which  he  allows  has  been  uniformly  juft.  He  wifljies,  Kpw-  . 
ever^  that  an  alteration  may  be  made  in  favour  of  the  liber-  ' 
ty  and  tfierefore  of  the  happinefs  of  the  fubjed :  but  I  would  ' 
remind  the  Houfe,  that  if  the  revenue  ihouM  be  injured, 
both  the  one  and  the  other  mnft  be  injured;  for,  upon  its- 
revenue,  in  the  prefent  fltuation  of  the  country,  the  very 
-exiftence  of  its  happinefs  and  liberty  depends. 

Without  meaning  therefore  to  ftate  fuch  exceffive  appre- 
licnfions  of  the  bill  as  the  learned  gentleman  has  defcribed, 
but  a/t  the  fame  time  without  being  prepared  to  give  my  af-  ' 
Tent  to  the  bill,  which  I  am  not  the  more,  difpofed  to  ap- 
prove, from  its  being  introduced  by  an  inveftive  againft 
the  excife,  I  am  inclined  to  fopport  the  motion  for  poft- 
poning  its  farther  confideration  till  this  day  three  months. 

Mr-  Btavfoy  rofe  a  fecond  time  and  fpoke  to  the  follow-  Mr.  Beau- 
ingeffea:  M-. 

As  It  feems  to  be  the  wifh  of  the  Houfe  that  the  confide- . 
ration  of  this  bill  /hould  be  referred  to  another  feffion,  I  fhall 
not  oppofe  the  motion  which  the  learritd  gentleman  has. 
made.     But  as  I  am  anxious  to  prefs  upon  the  attention  of. 
the  Houfe,  the  expediency  of  paffing  this  bill  as  early  as  • 
poflible  after  the  recefs,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  ftating  to 
them  the  fentiments  which  better  judges  than  myfelf  have 
cxprefled  of  the  grievances  which  this  bill  propofes  to  remove.  • 
One  of  tlie  Commi^ioners  of  Excife,  a  man  of  acknowledged 
ability,  and  the  higheft  honour,  complained  t;o  me  a  ^w. 
days  iince,  of  the  uneafmefs  he  felt  in  being  obliged  to  a(^  in 
a  judicial  capacity,  under  the  prefent  law;    for,  fays  I^e, 
^^  The  fubjeft  is  compelled  to  take  me  for  his  judge,  and  has  - 

no  appeal  from  mydecifion:  now,  he  who  decides  under 

fuch  circumftances,  ought  to  be  perfedlly  fure  that  he  pro- 
^^  nounces  an  unerring  judgement.  But  what  man  has  a 
"  right  to  think  thus  confidently  of  hirafelf?  Liable  to  mif- 
'^  takes  as  to  the  faA,  and  to  mifapprehenfion  as  to  the  law, 
"  I  decide  under  circumftances  in  which  no  man  living  ought' 
**  to  decide  who  is  not  ah  infallible  judge:  whereas,  if  the 
<^  fubjeA  had  his  option  of  the  court  and  ihould  chufe  me 
^^  for  his  judge,  I  ihould  feel  no  uneaQnefs  in  deciding  to 
**  the  beft  of  my  ability,  howeiver  important  the  caufe :  for 
"  in  that  cafe,  involuntary  imperfeAions  could  not  be  urged 
*-*  as  a  charge  againft  me — ^I  did  not  force  myfelf  upon 
''  him." 

3  U  2  Wif^ 
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With  this  refpe£table  opinion,  the  fentiments  of  the  late 
Judg^  BUckAone  feem  to  have  entirely  coincided :  for  he 
certainly  thought  that  the  fuhjed  ftiould  not  be  reftridled  in 
excife  queftions  to  the  Courts  of  Excife ;  he  held,  that  if  the 
goods  of  the  trader  (hauld  be  feized  as  forfeited,  and,  as  fuch, 
fliould  be  condemned  by  tbt  Commiifioners  of  Excife,  the 
condemnation  (hould  not  be  confidered  as  final  and  condu- 
ilve»    Tlie  officer  he  thought  fhould  be  liable  to  an  adion 
for  dam:igeS|  and  the  decifion  of  the  caufe  be  referred  by  that 
mejins  to  the  judgeoient  of  a  jury.    If  this  opinion  of  Black- 
ilone*s  had  been  adopted  by  the  other  Courts,  ;t  w6uld  have 
made  a  condemnation  of  goods  by  the  Commifiioners  of  Ex- 
cife little  better  than  nugatory,  and  would  indeed  haveabo- 
lilhed  as  to  any  ufeful  purpote,  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  fum^ 
mary  tribunal :  but  he  (eemed  to  think,  that  nothing  could 
authorife  the  depriving  the  fubje£l  of  the  right  of  a  trial  by 
his  peers. 

There  is  indeed  a  feverity  in  the  Excife  laws,  that  while 
a  right  of  trial  by  jury  is  withheld,  muft  render  them  ob- 
jects of  abhorrence  to  every  man  who  regards  his  freedom 
or  values  the  conflitution  ot.his  country.    If,  for  example, 
a  debtor  to  the  Excife  has  furrendered  to  the  officers  of  juf- 
trce,  and  given  up  his  body  to  the  law,  the  procefs  againd 
him  is  not,  as  in  otiier  cafes  of  debt,  clofed  by  that  furren- 
der.     A  warrant  wilt  iflue  to  levy  on  his  goods ;  his  houft- 
hold  furniture  is  feized ;  the  laft  bed  i^  taken  from  his  fj«^ 
mily  ;  for  againft  the  execution  of  the  warrant,  neither  Cck- 
nfefs  nor  the  infirmities  of  age,  nor  the  helpleflhcfs  of  infancy 
ate  any  plea.    Thus,  to  the  dreadfiil  profpeft  of  imprifon- 
raent  for  life,  a  fuflBefetrt  punifliment  for  all  crimes  hut  mur- 
der, is  fuperadded^  the  milery  of  knowing  that  hisi  family 
i  S  defti t u te  of  bnsaid; 

Sir,  I  do  not  fay  that  this  law  is  unneceflary ;  I  do  not  fay 
that  it  ought  to  be  repealed,  however  humanity  may  plead  for 
that  repeal ;  but  I  do  fay,  that  the  execution  of  \o  fevere  a 
law  ought  not  to  be  entrufted  to  an  arbitrary  judge:  there 
is  bitternefs  enough  in  the  law  itfelf,  it  wants  not  .this  aggra- 
vation. 

Till  this  hardfliip  of  a  defpotic  tribunal  fhall  be  remOTed. 
by  the  Optional  right  of  a  trial  by  jury  being  given  to  the 
fttbj«<ft,  the  interefts  of  the  revenue  will  always  be  at  vari- 
ance wirh  tlie  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people;  an  oppo- 
fition  which  rio  friend  to  the  revenue  can  poffibly  wifli  to 
prolong. 
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ff^edfufdajy  June  15. 

In  the  bill  for  impodng  a  tax  on  male  fenrantSj  a  claufe 

was  introduced  exempting  officers  in  full  pay,  under  the  rank 

c^  field  officers,  from  the  tax,  if  their  fervant  was  a  foldier. 

Mn  Courtenay  moved  to  extend  the  exemption  to  officeis 

on  half  pay. 

On  a  divifion^  the  numbers  were. 

Ayes     --.----.-23 
Noc«     -    .    ^    .-...--    57 

Monday^  June  20. 

Mr.  jtttorney  General  gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  bring  ^f^  Attor- 
in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  future  eledions  for  Weftminfter,  and  aeyGcwral 
te  limit  the  duration  of  the  poll  to  a  certain  period. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  ftated  the  cafe  of  the  American  Loy-  j^,,cinn* 
.aiifts.    The  whole  of  the  claims  given  in,  he  faid,  amounted  ceiior  Pitt. 
to  between  four  and  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds;  of  this 
fain  47  i,ooo(.  had  been  allowed  by  the  Commiffioners,  to 
whom  that  inquiry  had  been  referred  by  the  late  Parliament. 
Thofe  Commiffioners  had  made  a  return  of  the  number  of 
claimants,  and  the  amount  of  their  claims  very  judicioufly 
<livided  into  feparate  clafles :  in  the  firft  clafs,  which  confii- 
ted  of  but  thirty-feven  perfons,  were  included  thofe  who  had 
<]tftinguiihed  themfelves  by  certain  material  fervices,   and 
their  daims  amounted  to  iSi,oool. ;  the  next  clafs  confifled 
of  fuch  as  had  borne  arms  iii  our  fervice,  and  had  a£tually" ' 
fought  the  battles  of  Britain ;  among  whom  were  comprifed 
thofe  who  had  formerly  Tided  with  the  Americans,  but  had 
afterwards  come  over  to  u«  on  the  faith  of  proclamations. 
Xhis  laft  defcription,  though  perhaps  lefs  meritorious  than 
the  former,  might  yet  be  thought  by  fome  more  entitled  to 
remuneration,  becaufe  they  came  in.  under  Specific  engage^ 
inents  and  promifes ;  the  claims  of  this  clafs  amounted  to 
66,oool.    He  farther  enumerated  a  clafs  of  claio^ants,  vvhofe 
lofles  were  admitted  by  the  Commiffioners  at  about  157,0001. ; 
thofe  were  perfons  no  other  way  diflinguifhed  tlian  merely 
by  tlieir  lofles.     Another  clafs  confifted  of  thofe.  who,  ha-    . 
ving  reHded  in  England  during  the  whole  war,  had  fuffered 
under  the  charge  of  neutrality.    The  fituation  of  thofe 
people  was  fuch  as  not   to  demand  that  immediate  relief 
which  jufticQ  and  humaiiivy  called  for  on  the  piit  of  the 

others : 
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ethers :  he  fhould  not,  therefore,  include  them  in  the  mo- 
tion he  propofed  to  introduce  ;*  but,  at' ail  events,  their  claims 
were  not  very  important,  amounting  only  to.  33jQOoL  It 
was  not,  he  faid,  his  idea  that  the  whole  of  t&fe  cbimi 
flieuld  now  be  difcharged ;  and  in  what  he  propofed  fhould 
be  done,  he  intended  to  have  a  view  to  the  probability  d 
fome  of  the  fufferers  receiving  that  amends  in  another  placr, 
*  to  which  they  were  entitled  on  the  grounds  of  public  faith 
and  national  confidence.  He  fhould  for  the  prefent  propnf:^ 
that  the  fum  of  i50,oooh  Qiotild  be  granted  for  th$  purpcit: 
of  paying  fo  much  on  account  to  Che  American  Loyalifls,  by 
way  of  affording  them  a  temporary  relief.  This  fum  to  b^ 
apportioned  to  the  feveral  clafles,  according  to  the  rate  ct 
.  forty  per  Cent*  on  the  allowed  claims  of  the  two  firft  claffeN, 
and  of  thirty  per  cent,  on  thofe  of  the  others.  He  faid  Ik 
was  the  more  happy  in  thus  fuggefting  an  a£l  of  beqevolence 
and  juflice,  becaufe  it  could  be  eflSb^ed  without  any  dirrct 
burden  on  the  people.  How  this  fum  was  to  be  raifed  ^^: 
not  at  prefent  fo  immediately  his  duty  to  explain  until  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Mesuis  fhould  fit ;  for  the  prddit, 
therefore,  he  fhould  only  mention,  that  the  plan  for  rali'uig 
that  fum  was  by  a  lottery,  which,  from  the  propofals  he  iiad 
received,  he  bad  reafon  to  calculate  would  produce  ^he  fum  ci 
i5(^oooK    He  therefore  moved, . 

"  That  the  fum  of  i5O>0OqL  be  granted  ta  His  Majeih 
<^  for  the  prefent  relief  and  on.  account  of  fuch  perfbns  win 
<c-  have  fuffered  in  their  rights  and  properties,  and  have  give.) 
<<•  &ti&£ai£lory  proof  of  the  lofles  they  have  incurred  to  lL* 
^  Commiffioners  appointed  for  that  purpofe." 

The  refolution  was  voted.    . 

Oii  the 'report  being  brought  up,  which  voted  150,00:'. 
to  the  Loyalifls, 
Vr.  Mar-        Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  though  he  had  not  the  honour  rf 
•^  being  much  acquainted  with  either  of  the  refpeftable  gentle- 

men who  had  undertaken  to  examine  the  claims  of  thofe  f-er 
fons  called  American  Loyalifls,  yet,  from  the  general  got-i 
charader  he  had  heard  of  thein,  he  had  no  Houbt  of  their  b'^ 
ing  worthy  of  any  trufl  that  could  properly  be  repofed  1 
them ;  but  that  he  thought  that  in  matters  where  the  inteiefe 
of  the  community  were  deeply  concerned,  that  the  rspn;- 
fcutatives  of  the  People  fhould,  as  far  as  is  pofSbfcj  Ice  into 
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every  thing  with  their  own  eyes.  He  trufled  he  was  totaHy 
free  from  any  Ipirit  cff  crnelty  or  revenge ;  'but  that  he  "conld 
not  but  make  a  difierence  in  his  own  mind  between  two  tle^ 
fcriptrons  of  Loyalifts,  namely,  fuch  as  fhonjd  appear  td 
have  z&ed  upon  principle,  however  he  might  AiSev  from 
that  principle,  or  fuch  who  had  facrificed  their  opinions  to  a 
narrow  felf  intereft,  and  always  ftuck  to  that  fide  whick 
they  thought  at  the  time  moft  likely  to  prevail.  That  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  weight  6{  numerous,  inconvenient, 
;ind  complicated  taxes  Hiould  make  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
jnore  careful  how;  they  lay  frefli  burdens  .on  the  People,  and 
that  a  fuller  inquiry  into  the  hiftory  land  prefent  circum- 
Aances  of  the  Loyalifts  feemed  the  more  proper,  as  it  would 
probably  be  found  that  the  fatal  American  war  was  continuei 
to  that  pernicious  length  by  their  encouragement  and  inftiga- 
tion.  He  could  not  but  think  that  the  promoter^  and  obfti- 
nate  adlierents  to  that  war^  if  they  had  the  decency  of  re- 
pentance for  the  mifchiefs  they  had  occafiohed,  fliould  ftan4 
forth  and  offer  to  contribute  largely  upon  this  occalion;  that 
the  noble  Lord,  the  great  xliampion  of  that  war,  the  genr 
tleman  who  was  ready  to  pay  thirteen  {hillings  in  the  pound 
for  carrying  it  on,  the  ^nifter  who  reje£led  Mr.  Penn's  per 
tition,  alfo  feveral  diftinguiflied  friends  of  the  prefent  Mini^ 
Aer,  and  the  various  defcriptioi^  o£  perfons  who  had  enriche^ 
thenjWves  vvhiie.tlie  poor  w^re.ilacving,  Aould  make  fome 
amends  to  the  Public  by  eaHng  their  burden  of.  indemnifying 
.  thofe  of  the  LoyaliAs  Vfho  fliou Id  appear  to  l^ave  really  aded 
upon  principle.  The^nobk  I^ord,  it  was  true,  had  fre^ 
qucntly,  with  a  trrumpliant  air  of  undaunted  courage,  called 
Joudly  for.  inquiry;  but  the. noble  Lord  ought  not  to  ^ume 
much; men t. for  fuch  challenge^ .  Mr.  Martin  fiid,  it  appear- 
ed to  him  to  favour  little  more  of  courage  Clian  infulting  a 
piian  whom  it  wa^  known  would  not  fight,  for  that  this  coun* 
try  had  in  great  meafure  loft  its  breed  of  qoble  bloods,  and 
was  fiink  in  indolence^  felfiflinefs,  and  incii^rence  to  the 
public  welfv^e*  That  the  man  Who  for  many  years  they 
had  moft  trufted  tO|  had  joined  in  clofeft  bands  of  political 
friendfhip  with. the  perfon  he. had  taught  the  nation  to  exe-^ 
crate;  and  though  he  fays  in  his  defence  that  they  differed 
only  refpe<aing  thtit  trlfiing  bufmcfs  of  the  American  war, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  contradids*  himfelf  com-  , 
plctely  by  diflfering  in  the  higheft  degree  from  the  noble  Lord 
on  another  Jittk,  triJHng^  unintcrejiit^  frhj^^y  njimely,  the 
reform 
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reform  of  Parliament ;  but  ftiU  tliefe  bonds  are  to  be  indiflb- 
luble,  and  this  amiable  connexion  to  loft  eternally. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  U|>on  this  occafion  he  could  not  bat 
lament  the  feeming  injuftice  of  the  Public  in  the  Tiokst 
rage  manifefted  againft  the  prefent  Minifter  on  account  d 
an  injudicious  tax,  when  at  the  fame  time  they  feemed  coro- 
pletely  to  forget  the  enojrmous  grievances  of  the  Aroeriao 
war,  and  the  never-to-be-forgotten  infult  on  the  Public,  in 
the  coalition  of  the  two  men  who  had  fo  violently  and  lb 
couftantly  op{>ofed  each  other  during  the  coorfe  it. 

Mr.  Martin  faid»  that  in  regard  to' a  lottery,  heihould 
be  very  forry  if  it  (hould  be  neceflary ;  for  that  it  was  alwifs 
attended  with  infinite  prejudice  to  the  morals  of  the  peof^ 
and  greatly  promoted  the  pernicious  and  deflruftive  pradltce 
of  gambling.  That  deeply  impirefled  with  the  ideas  whidi 
he  had«  he  feared,  but  very  imperfe<Sly  endeavoured  to  com- 
municate to  the  Houfe,  he  fhonld  humbly  move, 

*<  That  a  correSt  lift  of  the  names  of  thofe  perfons  who 
^'  have  delivered  in  their  claims  to  the  Commiflioners  for 
**  fettling  the  claims  of  the  American  Loyalifls,  be  iaidbe- 
^*  fort  this  Houfe  fo  foon  as  it  can  be  made  out,  together 
**  with  the  amount  of  each  original  demand  ;  and  likewifei 
*^  what  has  been  allowed  by  the  Comoiii&oners  to  each 
•*  claimant.'* 

After  reading  the  motion*  Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  if  it  fhocld 
appear  clearly  to  be  the  general  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  that  the 
paper  moved  for  ougVit  not  to  be  granted^  he  would  nottroa- 
ble  gentlemen  with  a  divtfion ;  but  that  he  fhouid  widi  the 
motion  to  fiand  on  the  Journals,  that  the  Public  might  knov, 
that  their  reprefentattves  had  not  been  wholly  in.itteotireto 
the  fubject,  and  that  fome  fuhftantial  retfons  had  been  givtn 
why  it  would  be  improper  that  fuch  a  paper  fliould  ao(  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe. 

After  fome  farther  debate,  the  report  was  readafecddil 
time  and  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  to  take  into  conGderation  a  propofitioo 
for  making  fome  alteration  in  the  prefent  laws  refpeding  the 
colleAion  of  the  duties  on  the  article  of  tobacco.  Mr.  Gubert 
having  taken  the  chair, 
Mr.  ChiB-  ^^*  Chancellor  Pitt  informed  the  Committee,  that  the 
ctUor  Pitt*  fmuggling  of  tobacco  had  increafed  to  a  degree  truly  alarm- 
ing to  the  revenue :  the  confumption  of  this  article  in  Greit 
Britain  was  immenfe ;  he  was  fure  that  he  f^ould  under^xace 
it  4f  he  was  to  Aatc  it  fo  low  s^  twelve  millions  of  poonds 
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w€%ht  €varf  ytan  the  neat  doty  on  this  quantitj^  if  \t  was 
paid  opon  tlie  whole,  would  amount,  after  every  deda£^ion 
fordiicottQty  &c.,  at  is.  3d.  aud  a  finall  fraftion  per  pound, 
<o  75CV000L ;  but  fo  fupcefsfully  bad  the  fmnggling  of  to* 
bacco  been  carried  on,  that  the  duty  did  not,  on  an  average 
of  the  laft  three  years,  exceed  380)000!!  The  CQUimittee 
would  therefore,  he  hoped,  a^ree  with  him,  that  this  article 
beine  fo  eligible  for  taxation,  it  would  be  highly  expedient  to 
devife  fome  means  for  coUoSlting  the  duty  upon  the  whole 
of  it. 

He  concluded  by  moving,  <'  That  the  Chairman  be  direc-^         , 
^*  ted  to  move  the  Houie,  for  leave  to  briog  in  a  bill  for  the 
**  better  fecurinfc  the  duty  on  tobacco. ** 

After  fome  debate  the  bill  was  ordeied. 

The  S^hat9r  General  (Mr.  Macdonald)  moved  for  leave  The  SolSd- 
to  brin^  in  the  bill  for  regulating  elections  for  the  city  of  torOeaera 
Weftmiofler. 

Mr.  Fox  animadverted  on  the  condn£l  of  Miniftry  with  Mr.  Fox. 
refpeSt  to  this  bufinefs,  and  gave  reafons  for  aflbrting  that  it 
was  not  neceflary  to  make  new  laws  for  the  r^ulation  of  elec- 
tions in  Weftminfter. 

On  a  divifion  the  numbers  were^ 

Ayes  -  -    .        -  .        55 

Noes  -  -•  -  *«       -21 

Tlur/Jay,  June  23. 

The  Solacitor.  General  rofe,  and  defired  the  attention  The  SoHci- 
of  the  Houfe,  while  he  ftatcd  ftiortly  to  them  the  heada  ***'^^*"«"'^ 
of  a  bill  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  for  the  better  prevention 
of  crimes,  and  more  fpeedy  puniihment  of  perfons  found 
guilty.  He  trufted  that  every  perfon  within  and  many 
without  the.  Houfe,  mufl  have  found  the  danger  there  wae 
in  walking  the  public  ftreets  in  the  night;  fo  much  fo  indeed^ 
that  few  perfons  could  walk  without  fear,  or  lay  down  on 
their  beds  with  fafety :  for  gangs  of  fix,  eight,  ten,  or  twelve 
perfons  together,  made  it  a  pra£lice  to  knock  at  perfons  doors, 
and  immediately  rufli  in  and  rob  the  Houfe.  Now  the  hill 
he  had  to  produce,  was  not  to  extend  the  fe verity  of  the  pre- 
fent  laws,  but  merely  to  enforce  them  with  more  certainty; 
for  it  was  generally  obferved,  that  feverity  did  not  anfwer  fo 
well  as  moderate  laws  properly  adminiftercd,  and  therefore, 
little  or  no  new  law  would  be  introduced,  but  in  fome  re- 
fpefts  it  would  be  found  ncceffary  to  draw  the  cord  a  little 
tighter  than  at  prcfent,  and  particularlv  in  the  vagrant  a£V, 
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by  extending  that  toobje&s  a  little  hig|her  than  what ^pr^ 
fent  was  confuiered  to  come  within  the  meaning  of  that  term. 
He  oHferved,  that  the  chief  reaibn  of  the  prefent  bad  il^eof 
the  police,  wa^  owing  more  to  the  defe6l  of  the  executive 
power,  than  to  the  de&ft  of  the  laws ;  for  th^  prefent  laws, 
properly  put  in  pra&ice,  would»  in  a  great  aieafure»  remedy 
all  the  evils  complained  of;  but*  by  being  negkAed,  the 
thief  went  on  progreflively,  firft,  from  the  pickpocket  to  the 
houfebreaker,  next  to  the  highwayman,  then  to  the  murderer, 
and  then  to  the  gallows ;  and  it  was  a  notorious  fadl,  thjt 
eighteen  out  of  twenty  that  were  tried,  did  not  exceed  eigh- 
teen years  of  age ;  and  mod  of  them,  i/i  all  probability  might 
have  been  faved  from  deAru£tioa,  by  being  flopped  ia  the 
firft  inftance.  But  if  aiked,  Why  was  the  laws'fo  badlyio- 
forced  in  the  cities  of  London,  Weftminfter,  and  Soathwark' 
To  which  he  could  anfw^er,  the  reafoii  was  plain  :  the  ma« 
giftrates  were  employed  in  parochial  bufinefs,  and  had  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  other  concrens,  which  prevented  them  from  at- 
tending folely  to  thejduties  of  their  office  as  magiftrates;  and 
few  perfonF,  he  feared,  could  be  found  to  give  up  the  whole 
of  their  time  without  being  paid  for  their  trouble.  Another 
reafon  there  was,  that  as  a  great  part  of  the  profits  of  a  juf- 
tice's  clerk  lay  in  fees,  it  was  his  bufinefs  to  foment  difpotn, 
for  the  fake  of  getting  double  fees  from,  reconnmendjng  the 
parties  to  make  the  quarrel  up ;  and  many  of  them  were  in 
fee  with  the  peribns  who  made  thiefcaking  their  employment, 
^not  for  the  fake  of  jufticc  but  of  profit,  as  had  been  feenit 
a  late  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  where  two  men  fwore  away  the 
life  of  a  perfon  falfely  merely  for  the  reward. 

Having  Hated  the  outlines  of  the  bill,  he  concluded  wit*i 
moving,  **  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  prevcn- 
"  tion  of  crimes,  and  the  more  fpeedy  punifbment  of  thMi 
••  within  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  the  Borough 
•*  of  Southwark,  and  certain  parts  adjacent;**  which  wiS 
agreed  to. 

Monday^  June  27. 

The  Attor.      The  Attorney  General  (Mr.   Arden)    faid,  the  police  b:!: 
GcncTAl.     jjyp  ^gj,(  -y^  y^y  j^jg  honourable  friend  (the  Solicitor  Generjl' 

did  not  gQ  to  that  extent  he  wiflied  it.  He  then  moveJ, 
*'  Ihat  II  bean  inftru£lion  to  the  Committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  r^ulating  eledlions  for  the 
city  of  Weftminfter,-  that  they  prepare  claufes  to  empower 
**  returning  officers  to  examine  witneftcs  on  oath;  anJab 
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daufes  obliging  them  to  make  the  return  of  members  ac^ 

cording  to  thq  exigency  of  the  writ.'* 

He  explained  with  refpe6k  to  the  firft,  that  it  would  be  un- 
rcafonable  to  exped,  that  every  perfpn  coming  to  vote  (hould 
be  a  competent  judge  of  the  qualification  ;  and  therefore,  his 
oath  fhould  extend  r^o  fsirther  than  to  prove  his  identity; 
that  he  lived  in  fuch  a  place ;  went  by  fuch  a  name ;  and  be- 
lieved himfelf  qualified  to  vote.  The  fecond  part  he  thought 
required  little  apology,  and  would  at  leafl  have  the  concur-' 
rence  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  who  felt' 
the  Inconvenii^nce  of  an  irr^lar  return,  and  had  declared 
in  the  Houfe  at  the  time  the  fcrutiny  was  agitated,  that  be  ' 

would  be  glad  to  have  the  matter  tried  under  Mr.  Grenville'9 
hill,  which  would  give  him  more  fpeedy  and  «fFe6tual  juftice. 
The  objed  of  that  wifli  could  be  accompliflied  by  the  prefent 
bill,  ahd,a  fimilar  proceeding  to  that,  fo  much  complained  of, 
prevented  from  happening  in  future.  ' 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  it  would  be^needlefs  for  him  to  repeat  Mr.  F»ju 
the  fame  objeAions  to  this  motion  which  he  urged  againft  a 
former  one  in  the  courfe  of  lafi  week,  and  which  were  now 
equally  applicable.     Having  confidered  this  to  be  a  period  of 
the  feffion  by  no  means  proper  for  the  introdu6tion  of  bu(l-» 
nef$  which  was  expeded,  and  ought  to  have  cOine  before, . 
he  found  the  objedion  prcfs  with  equal  force  in  the  prefent 
application,  as  in  the  former  one.     But  before  he  fhould  take  * 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  the  queftion,  he  wouW  firft  remark, 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  propofition  did  not 
come  much  recommended  by  obliging  the  voter  to  fwear  only  \ 
to  the  belief  of  his  qualification. 

He  then  came  to  the  fecond  regulation,  obliging  the  officer 
to  make  a  return  of  members.    This  would  be  a  very  proper 
one  were  the  law  any  other  than  it  now  was:  but  as  it  con-^ 
mined  no  dodrine  that  was  not  already  recognized  by  every" 
(lecifion  of  the  Houfe,  except  thofe  difagreeahle  deviations 
in  the  cafe  of  the  late  fcrutiny ;  as   it  maintained  no  prin* 
ciple  which  was  not  expreHy  laid  down  in  the  body  of  every 
U(5l  of  Pnrlian»ent,  or  declared  in  the  preamble,  hemuft  refill 
the  futility  of  re-^enatSting  what  was  already  ena£ted,  and  pro- 
viding again  (I  a  condu(^  in  future  which  could  not  now  be 
purfued  without  the  higheft  criminality  in  the  returning  of- 
ficer.    He  could  not  avoid  confidering  the  final  decifion  of 
the  Houfe  with  refpeft  to  the  fcrutiny,  as  decbratory  of  thefe 
fentiments,  and  therefore  conceived  them  bound  even  hycon*« 
fiflency,  to  oppofe  a  tacit  acknowledgement  of  that  condu^ 
bfng  legal;  which. was  fo  univcrfalty  reprobated,  and  which 
,  .  3X2^  could 
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cofild  not  find  even  tho  fliidfi#  of  fvppoit  except  in  the  mt- 
conftitotional  cooflruAiohs  of  tiie  lemmod  gentleiiun,  aoi 
feme  others  engaged  jn  the  lame  caufe. 

Th6  learned  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  leniffiid  bim 
of  faytngf  that  he  wifli^  to  have  the  bufitiefs  come  before  a 
Qommittee  under  Mr»  GmoTiUe's  biil ;  but  heidid  not  fee  how 
that  could  lead  to  an  approbation  of  this  regalatioo,  bein; 
only  a  complaint  of  having  that  juftice  Ivithheld  to  which  he 
was  intUled,  and  which»  if  duly  obtained^  would  have  faved 
feveral  thoufand  pounds.  After  this»  he  had  no  other  tIcv 
to  confider  the  regulation  xbzn  as  a  lalvo  to  former  mifcoa- 
duA.  This  fpecies  of  remedy  be  was  always  averfe  to,  ap- 
prehending that  it  would  tend  more  to  the  repetition  than  the 
future  prevention  of  mtfconduft.  For  thefe  reafons^  be  was 
zefolved  to  oppofe  the  motion^ 
Mr.  etitii-  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid  that  the  right  honourable  gedtk- 
ctllor  Pitt.  j„3n^  in  treating  this  fubjeft,  entirely  loft  fight  of,  or  fecncd 
to  forget  thofe  arguments  he  ufed  when  the  fcmtiny  was  car- 
rying; pn,  and  perfeAly  mifreprefented  the  caufe  of  their  £nal 
deciuon.  It  was  not  becaufe  they  thought  the  fcmtiny  iU^ 
gui  that  they  put  an  end  to  it,  for  if  it  were  fo,  they  osrtainiy 
would  have  complied  with  the  motion  for  eraiing  it  fromtb 
Journals.  But  finding  it  not  hkely  to  anfwer  the  porpoie 
for  which  it  was  intended,  they  difcontinued  it  on  motiTts 
of  expediency  only.  The  regulations  of  his  learned  frienJ 
vr,zz  bv  no  means  redundant  or  explanatory  of  what  was  al- 
ready law  I  for  there  was  nothing  either  in  the  refolations 
of  theHoufe,  or  the  fiatutes,  which  rendered  a  ferutiny  ilie- 
gal  after  the  expiration  of  the  writ ;  and  the  moft  zealous  op- 
ponents of  the  ferutiny  could  fhfew  no  difference  in  principle 
between  the  late  and  the  former  ferutiny  for  Weftminftcr. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt  charged  one  another  with  refortinj 
to  declamation  and  unfounded  afiertion. 

The  queilion  was  put  on  the  Attorney  General's  motion* 
on  which  a  divifion  taking  place,  the  numbers  vtete^ 
■  Ayes        -        -        ^         .         •         -.  41 

Noes        -         ^        -  •         -         -    •    3i 

Friday f  jfuly'  i. 

A  debate  occurred  in  the  Committee  on  the  bill  for  io* 
pofing  a  duty  on  hawkers  and  pedlars,  in  which  Mr,  Detnp- 
fter  bore  the  moft  coi>fiderable  ,{>art.  On  a  motion  to  learr 
the  chair,  they  divided  ; 

Ayes        -  m  *  1  12 

Noes  y.  •        M       .^        M       ^'j 


Mondsy^  July  4. 

Mr.  Bcaufdy  introduced  a  chain  of  motions  rdt>e<5ting  the  yr.  Bean- 
Britifh  fiflieries  by  a  fpecch  to  the  following  efibd ;  ***y- 

I  had' the  honoUr,  a  issn  day&  fiiice,  of  plreTeiltitig  to  the 
Houffe  t  Report  from  the  CoKhinittee  appointed  to  ihc^uire 
into  the  ftdte  of  the  Britifh  iifherteft;  And  into  the  moft  effec-; 
tual  means  of  tbetr  ext^nfion  and  itvp^ovetnent :  and  I  hovir 
rife  to  difcharge  the  daty  which^  as  chairman  of  that  Com-"* 
mittee,  I  owe  to  the  Houfe  and  to  the  Public^  by  moving, 
**  That  the  Howfe  do  ndw  refoive  itfeif  into  a  Committee 
<<  of  the  whole  Honfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into  confi- 
**  deration  the  particulars  of  that  Report/' 

Sir,  I  am  fenfible,  that  at  a  period  of  the  feffion  fo  far  ad- 
vanced, and  {o  thinly  attended  as  the  pre(ent,  it  is  neither 
ufumi>  nor,  generally  fpeaking,  defirable,  that  new  bufmefs 
fhould  be  .introduced  t  yet,  in  that  which  I  have  now  to 
propofe,  there  are  circumftances  that  perhaps  may  incline 
the  Houfe  to  the  opinivn^  that  its  dtfcuffion  ought  not  to  be 
poRpoaed.  Thofe  cireumftances  are,  the  approaching  ex- 
piration of  the  temporary  law  which  g;rants  a  bounty  on  the* 
tonnage  of  veflfels  employed  in  the  fimery  for  herrings ;  and 
the  obvious  expediency  of  determining  by  a£lual  experience, 
before  it  does  expire,  whether  that  bounty  can  be  made  ef- 
fectual to  its  end,  and  of  coorfei  whether  it  ought  or  ought 
not  to  be  renewed.  Hitherto  that  bounty  ha^  operated  as  an 
ufeiefs  expence,  of  little  lefs  than  20,oooK  a  year  to  the  Puh^ 
lie ;  and  has  aoioonted^  upon  an  average  of  the  laft  ten  years, 
to  feventy-iive  per  cent«  oa  the  value  of  all  the  fifli  that  has 
been  taken  by  the  veflfels  on  which  it  was  paid. 

Now,  before  the  temporary  law  which  gives  the  bounty 
expires,  and  before  petitions  for  its  renewal  are  received,  it 
\%  highly  reouifite  that  the  Houfe  fhould  be  able  to  deter- 
ruine,  by  a  fairer  experiment  than  1ms  hitherto  been  made, 
whether  the  failure  of  the  home  ^fhery  has  arifen  fVom  in- 
faperable  obftacles  in  the  nature  of  thmgs,  in  which  cafe  a 
continuance  of  the  bbuntv  would, be  an  ill-judged  and  unwar- 
rantable wafte  of  the  Public  income ;  or  whether  it  has  not 
entirely  arifen  from  that  fyftem  of  injudicious  regulation  that 
has  accompanied  the  bounty  and  contracted  its  effefts.  What 
the  nature  of  the  fyllem  is,  the  Houfe  will  eafily  judge, 
from  its  general  outline,  which,  with  their  permiffion^  I  will' 
endeavour  to  defcrii)e. 

Here  the  Speaker  obferved^  tbi^t  what  Mr.  Beaufoy  feemed 
t>rcparing  to  £iy,  would  be  offered  with  more  propriety  after 

the 
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the  Houfe  (hould  have  refolded  itfelf  into  a  Committee.  Mr. 
Beaufoy  acquiefced,  and  the  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  Committee,  Mr.  Beaufoy  addrefied  the  Chairman  in  words 
to  the  following  etk& : 

Mr.  Hamilton»-*-The  failmre  of  the  herring  fiihefy  of 
Britain  has  been  noticed  and  generally  lamented,  but  tbe 
.  caufes  of  that  fiilure  have  never  yet  been  dearly  aicertained. 
The  Legiflatuie  granted '  genteel  bounties,  unqueftionably 
ample,  and  has  at  the  fame  time  prtfe^tbed  t\k  fyfiem  by 
which  the  fifhery  fliall  be  conduced.  But  whether  the  re« 
'  gubtions  fo  prefcribedt  are  fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  fiflierr, 
the  interefts  of  wdich  they  profefs  to  promote,  feems  not,  at 
any  rate  to  have  been  an  object  of  inquiry. 

The  herrings  leave  the  polar  feas  early  in  the  fpring,  and 
proceeding  in  a  ilioal  that  is  fuppofed  to  fill  a  larger  fpace 
in  the  ocean  than  the  ifland  of  Gr^t  Britain,  are  fepa- 
rated  at  Ireland  into  two  divifions :  one  of  thefe  purfues  a 
vrefiern  courfe,  along  the  fhores  of  America ;  while  the  other 
,    arrives  in  the  Shetland  Seas  early  in  the  month  of  June. 

To  thefe  feas  the  Dutch  refort  with  a  multitude  of  veflels, 
employing  from  lo  to  20,000  feamen.  They  aflemble  in  the 
Brafla  Sound,  on  the  Shetland  coaft,  on  the  izA  day  of  June, 
and  on  the  24th  are  permitted  to  caft  their  nets. 

Such  is  the  pra£lice  of  the  Dutch  :  now  what  is  that  of 
the  Englifhr'Sir,  the  law  has  declared,  with  incredible  ab* 
furdity,  that  the  Englidi  vefiei,  if  {he  means -to  have  the  be- 
nefit  of  the  bounty,  mall  not  fail  till  the  firft  of  October :  be- 
fore that  day  arrives,  the  herrings  have  pafied  by :  fomecf 
them  indeed,  winter  in  the  fea,  lakes,  or  the  weftern  coails 
of  Scotland ;  but  infinitely  the  greater  part  have  reached  the 
Atlantic  ocean  where  they  entirely  difappear. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Dutch  and  the  Swedes  have  fup- 
plied  all  the  markets  of  Europe ;  and  the  Irifh,  whofe  Le- 

fiflature  has  feen  and  avoided  the  impolicyof  our  reftriAions, 
ave  furniihed  oyr  own  veflels  with  herrings  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  our  Weil-India  iilands» 

The  removal  of  this  grievance,  by  a  declaration^  that  vef- 
fels  failing  on  the  herring  fiihery  ihall  be  at  liberty  to  pro- 
ceed on  their  voyage  at  any  time  not  earlier  than  the  iJl  of 
June,  is  the  objedi  of  one  of  th^  reiblutions  contained  in  i^ 
Report ;  and  will  be  the  obje£l  of  the  firft  motion  with  which 
I  ihali  trouble  the  Committee. 

The  next  obftacle  to  the  fuccefs  of  our  fifheries  is  alfooc- 
cafioned  by  the  law;  for  it  declares,  jhat  no  veflel  fhall  b* 
entitled  to  iheiounty,  that  has  not  previouily  failed  toopp 
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of  the  appoiotod  ports  of  rendezvous.  Now  the  confeqtience 
of  the  reftridion  is,  that  a  veflel  is  compelled  to  make  a  cir« 
cuitous  voyage  which  often  oecafions  the  lofs  of  a  week,  an4 
is  fometimes,  from  the  accidents  of  wind  and  weather,  the 
caufe  of  a  much  longer  delay ;  nor  is  this  wafte  of  time  and 
accumulation  of  expence  to  the  Miermen  produ^ive  of  the 
leafl  advantage  to  the  Public. 

The  Dutch,  indeed,  have  enjoined  a  general  rendezvous  to 
the  veflels  employed  in  theif  £fheries ;  but  with  them  the 
regulation  is  accompanied  by  a  code  of  judicious  laws,  en* 
forced  by  a  Commodore,  to  whom  great  authority  is  given  ; 
and  in  aid  of  whofe  power,  the  regulation  that  direSs  the 
rendezvous  and  forbids  the  feparation  of  the  fleet  appears  to 
liavo  been  eftablifhed ;  whereas  the  Britifh  Legiflature,  in 
ridopcing  one  of  the  reftridions  impofed  by  the  Hollanders, 
has  neglefhed  the  policy  by  which  alone  it  is  juilified.  The 
Britifli  law  appoints  no  Commodore;  it  furniihes  no  protec- 
tion ;  it  neither  permits  the  fifliern9an  to  purfue  his  own  in« 
tereih  in  bis  own  way,  nor  prefcribes  to  him  a  wife  and  ju- 
dicious rule :  it  impofes  the  inconvenience  of  reftraint  with^ 
out  the  advantage  of  regulation* 

1  flatter  myfelf  the  Cotnmittee  will  not  difapprove  of  that 
refolution  in  the  Report  that  has  for  its  objeA  the  removal  of 
this  grievance- 

A  third  exceiBve  difcoara^ment  to  our  fifhermeti  is,  the 
refuiing  tliem  the  liberty  which  the  Dutch  always  grant  to- 
their  people,  that  of  fending  home  their  filh  as 'they  take 
them,  without  waiting  till  each  veflel  fhall  havr  completed  > 
her  cargo.  The  Engliifa  hw  allows  no  other  alternative  to 
the  maAer  of  .the  veflel,  but  that  of  returning  with  a  full 
cargo,  or  of  continuing  three  months  at  fea;  the  confequence 
of  which  is,  that.tbe  fifliing  vefl^Is  from  Glafgow  have  the 
mortiflcation  of  feeing  the  Weft-India  fhips  of  their  owo 
port  fail  by  them  on  their  way  to  Cork,  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe  herrings  Tor  the  fupply  of  the  Weft-India  market. 

As  a  remedy  for  this  evil,  it  is  my  intention  to  propofe, 
on  the  authority  of  the  Report*  that  the  mafter  of  the  fijlhing 
bufs  ihall  have  liberty  to  fend  hom^  in  an  attendant  veflel, 
the  fifli  as  he  takes  them ;  and  (hall  alfo  be  permitted  to  par- 
chafe  fi(h  of  the  boatmen  on  the  coaft :  for  they  have  often  a 
plentiful  fupply  when  the  decked  veflel  has  little  fuceefs. 

But  in  order  to  promote  as  much  as  poffible  the  increafe  of 
Qur  Teamen,  I  wifli  alfo  to  propofe,  as  the  condition  of  the 
indulgence,  that  every  veflel  which  takes  the  benefit  of  both 
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#r  either  of  tbefa  privilegee,  fliiiU  coatiirae  thlce  mooths^ 
iea,  unlefjs,  before  that  tims^  fht  fliallrstommAafoUcaip. 

Another  moft  impolitic  burden  on  the  fiflierici  if  acd 
by  the  tax  which  the  Legiflatiure  has  impofad  eo  foch  hsl 
rings  as  are  fold  fcur  the  confumption  of  oar  own  people.  Ol 
all  taaes,  thofe  which  are  laid  upon  the  food  <x  the  Peorlf 
are  fureiy  the  moft  unwife ;  and  of  all  taxes  upon  food,  it 
upon  the  fubfiftence  of  the  poor  is  certainly  the  moftopprr- 
five.  To  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  coafts  of  Soodai 
fifli  is  the  natural  and  almoft  the  only  means  of  iopport ;  al 
\t  is  found  there  in  fuch  incredible  ahnndance,  that  io  m 
year  1 780*  on  the  fudden  finicing  of  the  tide  in  one  of  tbdr 
kkes  whidi  comraunioate  with  the  fea,  no  Icfs  than  50,00c 
ions  of  fifli  were  left  at  onoe  upon  the  ihore.  The  lake  if 
pears  to  have  been  full  from  its  furfisice  to  its  bed. 

Who  would  imagine,  that  a  country,  whofii  coafts  si 
crowded,  acid  whoGs  lakes  ace  filled  with  fuch  infinite  rocb 
tndes  of  fifli^  could  ever  experience  die  miferies  of  finsine: 
yet,  every  gentleman  vvhrn  hears  me  knows,  that  witbiotbtf 
two  years,  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  Scotland.  The  Honlei 
lotted  i4,oool*  to  purchafecom  for  the  rehef  of  the  fbni( 
if^abitanta,  but  in  the  mean  time  many  of  them  had  ftM 
from  a  want  of  fend.  Sir,  to  our  tax  upon  fiik,  aod  to  ih 
fyftem  of  our  fait  laws,  the  miferies  of  that  year  are  wboilr 
to  be  afcribed ;  for  had  it  not  been  for  the  aifcoerageoxn 
and  reflraints  which  that  tax  and  thofe  reftridions  impo^ 
upon  the  curing;  of  herrings  for  home  confumption,  thepi» 
tice  of  prefervrng  them  for  the  home  market  wonid  bf 
fince  have  been  eftabliihed;  the  quantities  cured  in  the » 
tUmn  and  the  winter,  would  have  been  great  in  proportix 
to  the  fcarcity  of  the  hanreft ;  and  the  people  in  every  ptrtct 
the  country  would  have  been  plentifully  find. 

I  wiih  not,  at  this  late  period  of  the  feffion,  to  propoTei 
>tedious  and  complicated  a  bufinefs  as  the  revifion  of  (noxfst 
laws,  but  I  fpeak  the  unanimous  opinion  of  thofe  gcntlena 
with  whom  L  had  the  bonoor  to  a£l  in  the  CooNnittee  00  tb 
fifheries,  when  I  fay,  that  till  thofe  laws  fliall  be  correfisi 
and  till  the  duty  on  coal  carried  by  fea  from  ods  part  fi 
Scotland  to  another  ihall  be  repealed,  her  fiflieries  oefercir 
be  carried  to  an  extent  in  any  degree  proportioned  to  thatef 
which  they  are  capable.  Many  an  extenfive  trad  of  land » 
Scotland  mis  neither  coals  nor  wood,  nor  even  its  inilen^' 
fttbftitute,  peat;  yet,  by  a  tax;  which  operates  aloK^  >'  ^ 
protiihition  (for  through  alf  Scotland  it  does  not  pnyitirt 
aocx>l.  a  year)  the  inhabitants  are  prevented  from  obtairirc 
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ii  fupply  from  the  a^joiiMag  diftriAs«    What  upon  this  fub^* 

jed  is  th«  language  of  th^  'aw  to  the  people  I  Does  it  not 

feeiQ  to  fay,  *^  N^tMn^  has  withheld  frpp  yoa  tl|e  fuel  whidi 

^*  is  i)ecei&ry  for  your  «onvepient  fubllitence  ?  She  has  rc^ 

'*  fufod  Yoa  the  means  ^f  a^embling  ypurfelves  in  towns» 

*^  and  ot  cavrying  on  your  filheries  to  advantage ;  ihebasde* 

^/  oied  you  materiaU  for  converting  to  ufeful  manure  th$  \ 

**  chaljc  and  the  limeftone  with  which  yoi?r  bills  abound^ 

'^  Thefc  wants  indeed  the  n^sighbouring  djftrids  would  abun« 

^*  dontly  fupply ;  tpwn^  would  diea  be  built  upoii  you|^ 

*^  coafi$»  your  liberies  would  flouriih,  and  the  corn  which^ 

^^  for  want  of  n)apure»  nqw  periihos  unripened  on  yoyir 

^'  lands,  would  then  yield  an  abundant  harveft  :  but  pf  tbi^ 

<<  equitable  privi|f^e»  of  this  common  benefit  of  neighbour* 

**  hood  the  Lq;iflature  lias  determined  to  deprivp  you  ;  thp. 

•^<  law  (hail  enforce  the  curfe  which  nature  has  inflii&ed.'^ 

Such,,  Sir^  in  fsSS^^  is  the  language  of  your  fiatutbs. 

When  the  People  are  protfdled  by  wife  and  provideitt 
regulations  i  when  the  Legiilature  aiSs  as  it  were  afedionateiy 
tdwaids  them,  there  are  few  qbftacles  whiph  their  induftry 
does  not  enable  tb^n)  to  overcome  i  wheiipas,  an  unwife  an4 
improvident  law  operates  mdre  feverely  upon  them  than  i ir 
gourof  climate^  or  than  barrem^efspf  foil;^  for  it  binds  theqai 
to  c^damity  and  renders  diftre&  perpetiiaL 

Unfibrtunatelv*  Sir,  vhat  I  am  faying  is  not  idle  declama- 
tion, nor  the  doubtful  fuggeftioo  of  fpeeulative  jreafoning^ 
but  an  iodifputable  ceodufion  f  roni  the  evidence  of  acknow- 
ledged fafts.  Compare,  for  example,  the  natural  ftate  of 
HoUaild  wi^h  that  of  an  equal  tradb  c^  land  on  the  weftem 
coafts  of  Scotland,  and  then  ponfider  the  ai£tual  Aate  of  each* 
What  yrsfi  the  ai^ieut  condition  of  the  former  ?  A  wide  waftc 
of  land,  with  here  and.  there  a  pool  of  fait  water:  but  what 
is  now  the  ftate  of  population  ?  Is  i^  not  covered  with  millions 
of  inhabitants. 

In  Scotland,  on  the  other  hand,  we  (hall  find  maoT  natg-^ 
ral  advantages ;  its  lakes  are  abundantly  fupplied  witti/  fifh ; 
its  vallies  are  covered  wkh  'pafture ;  its  rivulets  are  fuited  to 
the  ufes  of  many  manufaftuncs ;  and  in  addition  to  thefe  ad- 
vantages, it  has  alio  a  natural  water  carriage  almoft  from  fea 
to  fea ;  yet,  what  is  the  ftate  of  its  population  ?  Sir,  I  tra- 
velled in  that  country  from  funrife  to  funfet,  without  feeing 
sk  human  face,  or  the  marks  of  a  human  habitation. 

I  naention  not  thefe  Aiuhappy  efiS:&s  of  improvident  legif-* 
lation  with  a  view  of  troubling  the  Committee  whb  any  im- 
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inediate  propdfal  for  correfling  tbc  evils  whkh  thtf  fait  laws 
and  the  fnx  on  water- bom€  coal  have  produced  in  Scotlsid. 
In  a  future  feffion,  indeed,  an  opportunity  will^  I  hope,  be 
found  of  relieving  the  weftern  diftri^s  of.  Scotland  from  the 
vexatious,  and,  to  a  poor  country,  moftdeftmAive taxes,  on 
fait  and  coal,  the  joint  produce  of  which  in  all  Scotland  does 
not  exceed  i6,ocol.  a  year;  and  which,  in  the diftf lAs I  hive 
nientionetl,  do  not  even  pay  the  expence  of  coHedion. 
"  But  at  prefent  I  mention  the  pemiciOTS  efieAs  of  tboTe 
taxes  merdy  with  a  view  to  fhe^^,  that  the  refolutions  whld 
4  am  now  to  move  do  not  include  the  whole  of  thegrievao- 
cesthat  opprefs  the  fisheries  of  Britain.  To  mar)yofthe 
mod  materfal,  the  removal  of  which  rs  eflential  to  the  et- 
iftence  of  the  frlheries,  confidered  as  a  national  objeA,  thfy 
certainly  do  extend ;  but  that  fort  of  relief  that  would  gi?eto 
the  fifh^ries  of  Britain  the  profperity  of  which  they  area- 
"pable,  and  unqueftionably  place  them  al>ove'  allcocnpetirioQ, 
embraces  objeas  of  too  much  importance  to  be  difoifled  a 
the  clofe  of  a  feffion. 

Sir,  I  'will  trouble  you  #ith  no  farther  remarks  or  tk 
bome  fifheries  of  Britain;  but  before  1  fit  down,  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  explain  the  purport  of  a  motion  I  am  anxious  to 
make  on  a  difierent  fiihery,  that  which  i&carriedon  forcod 
on  the  coafts  of  Iceland.  To  that  fi(hc*-y,  about  ferfotjf 
years  Gnce,  one  (igle  town,  that  which  1. have  the  honour  lo 
•rr^prefent,  annually  fent  no  lefs  than  aoo  veflels,  exclD£« 
of  thofe  which  the  reft  of 'the' kingdom  employed.  But  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  an  a£t  was  pafled  todepriretbe 
owners  of  vefiels  employed  In  th^  Iceland  filhery,  of  an  is- 
diligence  which,  till  that  time,  they  had  -conftantly  eojore^ 
in  common  with  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  the  iftery  fe*' 
herrings,  that  of  warehoufing  till  thetbllowing  feaibn,  un- 
der the  lock  of  the  officer,  and  therefore  without  the  payment 
of  the  duty,  fuch  fait  as  was  brought  back  in  theveflehj 
iinufed.  ;    '       .'  .  j 

The  aA  direAs,  that  upon  all  fuch  fait  the  doty  fliall  be , 
paid.  This  ill-^onfidered  and  impolitic  law,  without  harlif  | 
made  the  minuteft  addition  to  the  revenue,  has  totaiirj 
annihilated  all   that  Britain  poilefied  of  this  extenfive  aoi  1 
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inoft  valuable  filhery;  while  foreigners,  pvftfiting  hj 
miftakcs,  purfue  it  with  eagernefs,  and  monopolize  all  iti 
ndvantages.  Forty  ve{Q*ls  from  Dunkirk  alone  failed  on  thrf 
fiOicry  in  the  laft  year,  and  every  veflcl  is  laid  to  have  re- 
turned with  a  full  cai^. 
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The  c<!h1  which  are  taken  on  the  Iceland  coafts  are  defcribed 
as  the  fined  in  the  world ,  and  as  being  as  much  fuperior  to 
thofe  which  are.cauglit  in  the  Teas  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  as  tlie' latter  are  reported  to  be  to  thofe  of  Ncw-^ 
foundland?. a. difference  that  woi^.Id  enfure  to. the  merchant 
whofe  cargo  is  of  Iceland  fiAi,  an  advantage  over  the  Ame- 
ricans in  every  Eurppean  Ynarket. 

It  is  fro;ii  a  wiih  to  give  to  Great  Britain  advantages  as 
eftimable  as  they  are  obvious,  that  one  of  the  motions  which, 
I  fliall  now  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the 
Committee*  has  for  its;  objedl  the  reftorlng  to  the  owners  of 
veflils  employed  in  the  Iceland  filhery,  the  privilege  tliey  forr 
iTierJy'enjoyed  of  warehoufmg  their  furplus  fait;  a  privilege^ 
•which  the  proprietors  of  the  herring  buflcs  havealways  been 
s(!lowed^  and  the  folly  of  refufing  which,  to  the  owners, of 
veflels  in  the  Iceland  fifheryi  experience  has  abundantly^ 
proved.     . 

The  refolutions  were  as  follow : 

**  That  every  bufs,  or  other  fifhing  veflel,  properly  fittcxj 
"  outi  and  fuirnifhed  as  by  law  required  for  veflels  entered 
"  for  the  bounty,  fliall  be  allowed  to  clear  out  of  any  port  of 
^*  Great  Britain^  at  any  time  between  the  i  ft  day  of  June  and 
**  the  firft  day  of  Odlober,  and  to  proceed  immediately  to 
^*  her  fi(hing  ftation,  and  to  caft  her  nets,  without  being 
"  obliged  to  rendezvous  at  any  other  port  or  place,      f 

M  That  the  matters  of  bufles  and  other  veflels,  employe^ 

iXkthe  herring  fifliery,  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  purchafe  frefli, 

herrings  Qf  the  boat  fifliers  (being  Britifli  fubjedlsj  and 
•*  to  fhip  the  herrmgs  which  they  fliall  take,  or  which  they 
**  fliall  purchafe  as  aforefaid,  on  board  any  attendant  Bri- 
f^  tifli  vcflel,  with  permiflion  to  land  the  fame,  under 
**  proper  regulations,  in  any  of  the  ports  of  Great  Bti- 
**  tain,  upon  oath  being  made  by  the  matter  of  the  fmat* 
^*  kr  veflel  fo  landing  them  as  aforefaid,  or  by  the  ownei; 
*«  of  the  fifli,  that  the  fifli  were,  to  the  heft  of  his  knowr 
*•  ledge  and  belief,  caught  by  Britifli.  fubjedls;  provided  that," 
'•  if  the  attendant  veflel,  which  fliall  fail  with  fuch  filjij  fliall  • 
«•  land  them  at  any  other  port  than  that  from  which  the  prin- 
<*  cipal  veflel  cleared  out,  a  proper  certificate  of  the  number 
*<  qf  barrels  of  faked  fifli  fo  landed,  fliall  be  obtained  front  . 
**  the  principal  ofiicer  of  the  cuftoms  at  fuch  port,  before  thp 
<<  bond  for  the  duties  on  the  fait  taken  on  board  the  principal 
f<  veflel  fliall  be  difcharged  ,  and  provided  alfo,  that  no  bufs 
^  or  yeflel,  returning  to  port  wixhin  the  fpace  of  three 
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^  rnontbs  after  hi^r  durance  outwards,  tihtetl  i^ith  a  M 
*'*  cargo,  the  whole  of  which  ihall  hkve  bten  taken,  and 
*^  cured  or  falted  by  fuch  bufs  or  vel&I,  fhall  be  intitlcd  to 
<**  a  bounty^ 

*•  That,  for  i;cVivirig  and  encotlrdging  tht  cod  fiftery 
^'  in  the  North  §eas  and  ih  Icislahd,  the  OWiief  of  any  vefiel 
^'  employed  therein  Ihall  be  at  liberty  to  tifr,  in  thefaid 
*^  fi/hery,  Britifh-made  fait,  *duty  free ;  atid  to  ^^kd^oft^ 
^'  under  the  key  of  the  officer,  any  furplus  fait  fetfiaihingis 
<'  fuch  vieflel  upon  her  fetiifn  to  tne  place  of  her  outfit^  un* 
^*  der  the  like  rules  and  regulations  as  dre  pr6vid<^  for 
**  furplus  fait  brought  back  in  veilels  employed  in  tha  her* 
^*  ringfifhervj 

'<  That  all  bufles  And  other  Jiniihg  v^Jtels,  Ihatt  in  fotiire, 
•  ^'  be  pei-mitted  to  be  entered  for  the  boUnty  \^ithout  any  li- 
f'  mitation  of  their  burden  or  tonnage ;  except  that  no  yeSel 
*'  of  lefs  than  twenty  tons  fhall  be  entitled  to  any  b6untT, 
tf  and  except  that  no  buft  or  othet-  ve^l  fiiitt  be  entitled 
*Vto  the  bounty  for  more  tfa^n  eighty  tons,  although  cf  2 
**  lar^r  burden. 

*'  That  all  bufles  and  velfels  employed  in  th6  hlerring  fiflie* 
**  ries,  fhall  be  at  liberty,  during  the  time  of  theik-  Cbntinu- 
*^  anceat  fea,  to  catch  and  cure  c6d,  lin^,  and  hake,  as  veil 
*'  as  herrings,  ^nd  fhall  be  fubjedt  to  the  faitie  regulations, 
*'  and  have  the  fame  privilege  of  curing  the  faid  other  fpedes 
**  of  fifh  with  fait  duty  free,  as  in  the  cafe  of  herrings;  brt 
^'  that  no  bounty  (hall  be  allowed  on  the  eicportati'bn  of  the 
'^  faid  other  fpecies  of  fi(h ;  and  therefore,  that  fuch  other 
^'  fi(h  fhall  be  marked  by  cuttir>g  their  tails  in  the  manner 
**  prefcribed  for  marking  iifli  cured  for  hoYnt  confuop* 
<*  tion." 

To  thefe  Mr.  Beaufoy  faid,  he  Would  add  a  refohition  to 
declare,  *<  That  4II  the  exiting  laws  and  refolutioAson  the 
^*  fifhery  do  ceafe.*'  Mr.  Beaujfo'y  concluded  With  znovipg the 
£rftrefoIution. 
Mr*  Idea*  Mr.  Eden  faid,  he  did  not  rife  with  any  hoflile  iYitention 
of  oppofingthe  fefolution  then  moved,  or  thbfe  that  were  to 
be  moved  after  it ;  but  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  ferioos 
difhculty  in  the  cafe :  the  refult  of  the  refblutions  w^  iD  b& 
an  abandonment  of  the  revenue,  derived  from  theopa:atioQor 
the  I4WS  in  being  relative  the  Sritiih  fifheries.  Ht  wifc«l 
therefore  to  know,  before  he  gave  his  confent  to  the  fefoh* 
tion,  what  necelTity  pxiAed  ipr  bringing  forward  a  nutter 
pf  fo  mugh  importahce  at  that  late  pertod  of  the  feffion,  and 
in  fo  v'^V^  thip  a  Houfe ;  and  fi^OQ  what  ground  it  wai  that 
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die  cdhduft  bf  our  fbtefathers,  vtho  h^d  ^  fcw  yt^rs  fifice  put 
ih  end  to  thfe  fyftem  riote  ptopoftd  to  be  revived,  wns  pre* 
ium^  t6  be  founded  in  bad  poliry  ?  He  reminded  the  Com* 
niittee.  that  precifely  the  fort  of  fyfteoi  which  the  refohitioni 
Opened  by  the  honoutable  gentleman  ^ould  l^y  the  ground 
tot  itj-eftabliftiing,  had  exifted  for  thirty-five  yedrs  together, 
and  hid  wlthiti  the  laft  twenty  ye:irS  been  abx^ifhed.  It  there- 
(6tt  appeiired  to  him  neeeltar^  that  fome  reafon  (hou)d  have 
Keen  amgned  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  his  opening,  in 
dtdet  16  tonvince  the  Committee,  that  the  times  were  beebma 
Aort*  enlightened ;  that  they  were  wifer  than  their  forefa- 
thers t  andthit  good  policy  required  the  reftotation  of  the 
exploded  fyftem. 

If  any  gentleman  in  Admmiftrativn  would  ftdnd  up  and  f^y, 
diat  he  i^as  perfuaded,  the  propoied  alteration  in  regard  to 
the  fifheriefi  ^as  founded  hi  Wifdom,  and  that  it  would  be 
iVorth  while  to  rif(}ue  the  ihevenue  in  the  manner  pnopofed, 
Mr.  Eden  dedated  he  Ihould  be  fatisfied ;  for  he  made  no  fcru- 
^le  to  acknowledge,  tbat  he  was  not  fufficiently  m^fter  of  the 
ftbjfeft  to  pronounce  upon  It  with  certainty,  rie  faid,  he 
had  no  other  information  refpeAing  it  but  what  he  had  ob- 
trained  from  perufing  the  Report,  and  from  eohfulting  two 
or  tht^  vt/hinies  oftbfe  flatute  books  i;kpon  tlie  table  fmce  h« 
isame  into  thc.Moufc;  and  he  would  ventute  to  fay,  without 
dread  of  being  thought  guilty  of  any  affront  to  the  Commits 
tee,  th^it  very  few  of  the  thirty  members  prefent,  were  better 
actjuainted  with  the  fubje£t  than  himfelf.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, to  hear  from  thofe  who  Were  to  be  re(]>onfible  for  the 
raeafure,  and  to  whofe  peculiar  care  the  revenue  of  the  coun* 
try  w^s  intruil^d,  that  they  had  teafdn  to  think  that  it  was 
T^ght,  and  that  it  would  not  be  difadvantageous  to  the  reve* 
line  to  tivivethe  old  fyftem  t^ith  regard  to  the  Britifh  flfhe- 
ries.  He  took  notice^  that  Mr.  Beatifoyhad  ftated  in  the 
courfe  of  his.fpeech,  as  one  reafon  for  bringing  forward  the 
refolutions  at  that  time  of  the  feffion,  thlt  the  exifting  law« 
relative  to  the  6Aieries  would  foon  expire.  In  anfwer  to 
that,  he  begged  bhve  to  remind  the  honourable  gentleman, 
ttiat.thiy  would  not  expire  till  the  year  1787;  and  in  proof 
bf  this,  he  read  the  daufe  from  the  laft  aft  df  Parliament 
tjpon  the  fubjeil.  He  declared  iherefoUe,  that  be  was  the 
more  amazed  at  the  matter's  being  brought  folrward  at  fo 
ifertrlordinary  a  feafon, 

Mr.  Beaujfof  rofe  to  explain,  stld  thM,  there  were  tWo  fea-  Mr.  Beau- 
fops  for  fiihing,  the  fummer  and  the  winter  feafon.    The  ^^^' 

ii(fo|ution$  !be  meant  to.propde  reiftrred  fblely  to  the  firmmer 

^  ^  filhery, 
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$/hery,  wbich  watoy  Cir  the,  mpft  important.    Mn.fieaufoj 
alfligned  as  a  reafon  why  it  .was  iieceiTary  to  come  forward 
^  with  the  refolutiouQS  then  rather  thaa  defer  them  till  the  next 
feflion.  ... 

Mr.  Fnltc-       ^^-  P**^^^^  *^^^*  3n<l  defended  the  refolutions,  as  harmlefs 

oey.  on  the  one  hand,  and  as  likely  to  prove  extremely  benefidal 

6a  the  other.  He  faid,  if  the  Britiih  fiiheries  were  properly 
encouraged,  it  was  incredible  to  what  an  extent  of  advantage 
for  the  country  they  might  be  carried.  Mr.  Pulteney  obfer?- 
cd^  that  there  were  two  Reports  before  the  Houfe ;  a  tbiid,  a 
very  voluminous  one,  would  be  completed  this  day,  andia 
that  would  be  found  a  fu£cient  juftification  of  the  refolutioos 
then  moved.  *  * 

Mr.  Eden.  Mr.  Edenxn  feply  faid,  that  if  the  only  argument  for  aban- 
doning the  prefent  revenue  from  the  fimeries,  was  the  great 
ipcreafe  of  the  fifheries  that  .would  be  the  confequence,  the 
fame  argument  would  ferve  as.  a  judification  for -taking  off 
the  tax  on  porter  or  any  other  tax  beneficial  to  the  revenue; 
there  could  be  no  doubt,  that  the;  lefs  the  duty  paid  by  a 
commodity,  the  larger  would  be  the  confuroption  of  that 
commodity. 

After  the  firfl  refolution  had  pafled^  a  fliort  converfation 
took  place  on  the  fecond ;  and^  among  other  gentlemen,  Sir 
Thomas  Dundas  rofe  to  fpeak  in  favour  of  tbe  prppofitioo, 
to  take  off  tbe  heavy  and  injurious  rj?flri£lipn$  at  prpfent  im- 
pofed  on  the  Britifh  ^\eries^  Sir  Thomas  cotiten.ded  flrenu- 
oufly  in  favour  of  the  hearing  filhery. 

Mr.  Eden.  Mr,  ^dtn  in  a  (hort  conclpCve  fpeech  faid,  that  be  had 
great  doubts  of  the  propriety  and  policy  of  the  feveral  refiolu- 
tions,  hgt  he  would  not  divide  fp  thin  a  Houfe  upon  them. 
He  hoped  and  prefumed  that  Hi^  Maj,efty's  M^nijlers  had 
rjfiade  up  their  mind^  upon  the  fubjedl,  anp  were  ready  to 
.  meet  the  confe^upnces,.  fl^iould  tbe  reibju^iqns  prove  cnfa- 
lutary.    , 

When  the  Uft  reColution  cam.e  to  be  njoved,  that  declaring, 
that  all  the  e^Ifting  laws  and  reftriflions  topctiing  the  fin- 
tiih  fiiheries  do  henceforth  ceafe  and  determine,  ' 

Vr.  Chin.       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofc^  and  begged  the  refolatidn  migU 

ceiior  Pitt,  jjg  ^g^d  again,  which  having  been  complied  w»tb>  he  faid,  a$ 
tbe  obvious  tendency  of  tbe  refolution  was  to  give  jap  tbe 
whole  of  the  revenue  rifing  from  the  fifheries,  it  was  a  matter 
that  required  fome  confideration  on  bis  part  before  he  con- 
fented  to  it ;  he  wiQiqd  the^eforp  th^t  it  might  be  poilponed 
for  the  prefent. 

Mr.  B«itt-       ^Ij;,  Bcaufoy  faid,  the  right  honourable  Cbaapellor  of  ifte 
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V 

Exchequer  had  pbferved^  that  he  is  not  nware  of  any  fuch 
reafon  for  the  repeal  of  the  taif  upon'  herrings  confumed  at 
honie^  as  will  jnftify  the  relinquifti^g  the  income  it  afibnis'. 
And  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  immediatelj 
after .him».  coniidered  that  repeal  as  a  proper  obje^  of  dire($ 
and  determinecf  oppofition,  j 

Do^  then  the  right  honourable  gentleman  really  think^ 
that  a  tax^  upon  the  fubfiflenee  of  the  People,  which  always 
operates  as  a  tax  upon  population,  is  the  fureft  mode  of  ii^n 
creafiog  the  income  of  the  State  ? 

"  Does  he  think  that  the  /horteft  way  of  attaining  an  end, 
confifts  in  the  deftniAion  of  the  means? 

Does  he  think*  that  1400I.  a  year,  which  is  all  that  thi; 
tniferable  tax  afibrds^  fufficiently  compenfates  for  the  difcou^ 
ragement  it  brines  on  the  fifiieries,  efpecially  of  Scotland,  in 
many  diftriQs  of  which,  fiih  is  almoft  their  only  food  ?  Even 
upon  the  narro.w  eftimate  of  how  much  this  tax  has  brought 
into  the  Exchequer,  and  bow  niuch  the  Exchequer  has  dif-- 
burfed  in  consequence  of  expences  created  by  the  tax,  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  revenue  is  a  gainer;  for  to  this  tax  is^  in  great 
part  at  leaft,  to  be  attributed,  that  famine  in  Scotland,  for 
the  removal  of  which  no  lefs  a  fum  than  14,000!.  was  voted 
by  the  Houfe«  So  that  upon  the  contra^ed  fcajie  of  monpy 
received  and  money  expended,  the  gain  to  the  revenue  is  ex* 
tremely  problematical. 

But  if  the  eSk&s  of  the  tax  on  the  population  of  the  coun* 
try  be  taken  into  the  account ;  if  the  prevention  of  famine  in 
difiriAs  of  vaft  extent  be  an  objedl  of  any  worth ;  if  the  in-: 
creaiing  the  means  of  wealth,  by  the  encoiiragemeht  of  the 
.£(heries  iii  places  from  which  nature  has  excluded  almoft 
everv  other  ohjeSt  of.  lnduftry,.be  not  too  contemptible  a 
gooa  to  deferve  the  attention .  of  the  L^iilature  ;  or  if  the 
calling  the  navy  of  England  the  bulwark  of  her  people,  their 
befl  reliance  and  fure  defence,  be  no|  empty  and  infignificant 
founds,  words  of  no  import,  frivolous  and  foolifh  declama<» 
tion ;  then  I  am  confident,  that  no  tax  more  unwife,  no  im-» 
:poft;  in  all  its  eScGts,  dirtSt  as  well  as  collateral,  more  tho- 
roughly impolitic,  has  ever  been  impofed. 

In  tnis  light  I  am  perfuaded,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, when  the  completion  of  the  more  urgent  bufinefs  that 
now  preiles  upon  his  mind  fhall  have  left  him  leifure  for  the 
inquiry,  will  confider  the  tax ;  and  in  that  hope,  I  fhall  cer^ 
tainly  forbear  at  prefent  to  prefs  the  repeal  on  the  judgement 
ef  the  Committee. 

All  the  other  refolutiqns  were  agreed  to» 
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Tuejiqy^  July  6. 

Mr.  Hamilton  brought  up  tho  repprt  pf  tbe  refelatkins  oo 
the  fiOiery. 
Mr.  tien.  Mr.  eJch  begged  leave  once  more  to  Inlbroe  a  fl(tet|er  of  h£k 
that  he  had  already  flated  to  the  Houfe  in  the  Committee,  and 
^hich  he  thought  deferved  to  be  more  confidered  thaa  it 
had  been;  what  he  alluded  to  was,  that  the  preftnt  iawsab- 
folately  would  not  eiepire  till  the  year  1^87.  This  he  argoed^ 
by  going  over  the  whole  feries  ot  tbe  dlflfesent  iaw^  tbat  had 
been  made  on  the  fuhjeA,  and  challenged  any  geiufeman  to 
refute  what  he  had  faid ;  at  the  fame  tune  he  admitted,  that 
if  it  were  otherwife,  and  that  according  to  the  opinioB  of 
^  fome,  thoie  laws  were  to  expire  in  1 786,  hisargmaent  would 
thereby  lofe  coniiderably  in^  its  force.  As  tlu>ie  laws  wonld 
therefore  continue  for  two  years  more,  there  was  no  abfoloce 
neceffity,  as  had  been  argued,  to  prepare  fome  new  fffiem 
to  take  etk&  as  foon  os  the  prefent  (hould  c^afe ;  nay,  ef^o 
if  the  expiration  of  thofe  laws  flio^ld  take  place  in  i;t6^  in* 
flead  of  the  following  year,  ftill  there  Would  be  tiaie  eodagh 
in  the  next  feffion  of  Parliamenti  which  would  Qertainly  mee^ 
early  in  the  next,  or  more  probably  during  the  pmfent  year, 
to  prepare  a  bill  on  the  fubje6l ;  which  he  contended  would 
\  be  infinitelTinOfe  decent*  than  now«  at  fo  iate  a  period  of  the 
^eflion^  ana  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe,  when  then  were  but  thirty 
br  forty  members  prefent,  to  hurry  a  bill  on  a  fiilijefi  of  fuca 
vaft  importance  to  the  revenue^  comnEierce,  and  navigatioo  of 
the  Jcingdom,  partti:ularly,  as  tfaepe  had  been  sie  faulte  di& 
coviered  in  the  prefent  exifting  laws  thatcouU  joftify  fuch  a 
proceeding,  and  that  could  be  now  acMnded :  for  be  obierve^ 
the  regulations  at  pr^ent  propofed  were  chiefty  caicuiated  to 
relieve  the  fummer  ^fheries,  which  it  -was  too  late  tft  do  for 
the  prefent  year.  He  declared,  diat  he  believed  ther^  were 
very  few  gentlemen  in  the  Houfe,  who  had  fu&cieiit  iafenna- 
tion  on  the  fubjecS:;;  an  evil  that  would  be  remedied  by  poft- 
jponing  it  to  tlie  next  year. 
l\fY.  Demp*  Mv.'  Dempjier  defended  the  refolutionSi.  and  thought  Acxp 
<^cr,  could  be  no  reafon  for  no^poning  the  bufinefs  to  jiBgriirr 

feflioh*  He  faid>  that  ii  gentlemen  did  not  atteqd  their  doty 
7n  Parliament,  it  was  no  argument,  why  matters  of  foch  coo- 
fequence  ihould  be  prevented  from  going  forward ;  for  theogti 
certainly  it  was  defirabit  to  tranfa6t  the  prefent  bufinefs  in 
a  full  Houfe,  if  fuch.  a  one  were  to  be  bad,  it  was  of  fuch  a 
nature,  that  if  it  could  be  done  in  a  Houfe  confifting  of  bflC 
two  members,  it  ought  to  te  fo^  xatliec  than  left  wuloiie. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Beaufiy  rofe,  and  anfwered  Mr.  Edea  ia  nearly  the.  Mr.  Beau- 
following  words :  .         ^©y. 

The  right  honourable  geotlemani  if  I  do  not  mifqnderdand 
him,  has  obferved,  that  the  altering  from  the.  ift  of  Oftober 
to  the  I  ft  of  June,  the  day  prefcribed  for  the  coaimence*^ 
meot  of  the  herring  fiihery,  will,  in  a  great  meafore,  reftore 
the  law  to  what  it  was  blefore  the  a£l  of  the  loth  of  His 
prefent  Majelly  was  paiTed ;  and  he  wiihes  to  know  what 
reafon  can  be  aOigned  for  re-appointing  a  time,  which  the^ 
Legiilature  on  proof,  be  prefumcs^  of  its  inexperience^ 
thought  proper  to  change.^  I  believe,  Sir,  an  account  of 
the  circumftances  which  occafioned  that  change  will  anfwec 
the  right  hpnpurable  gentleman^s  queilion  in  a  manner  th» 
xnoft  (atisfaAory.  ... 

I  have  already  had  occadonto  reourk,  that  the  Dutch  hew 
gin  their  fiihery  in  June,  and  that  before  the  ift  of  October, 
which  is  the  time  prefcribed  by  thea£k  of  the  i9tb  of  His 
prefent  Majefly,  for  the  commencement  of  tlie  EngliiU  iilhe^ 
ry,  the  hbrriogs  are  gone  by,  thofe  only,  excepted  which  loi^ 
ter  in  the  lakes  of  Scotland^  and  conftitute  what  is  called  the 
winter.fiihery. 

Now  it  happens,  that  to  this  fifliery  alone,  which  is  qf<* 
ten  within  a  mile  of  their  dwellings,  the  inhabitants  of  Scot*: 
land  are  attached ;  and  it  alfo  happens,  that  the  a£t  of  (he 
19th  of  the  King,  was  brought  in  by  a  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Frederick  Campbell)  whpfe  conne&ipns  are  in  that  part  of 
.the  iflaod.  Hence  it  probably  was,  that  in  a  bill  for  the  re-> 
gulation  pf  the  £ihery,  he  thought  of  no  other  than  that  in 
which  the  people  of  nis  own  neighbourhood  were  engaged^ 
by  which  means  the  a£l  has .  legiilated  (1  believe  very  un«: 
intentionally  on  his  part)  for  the  benefit  of  the  weftern  dift 
triiSts  of  Scotland,  without  the  leail  regard  to  the  intereAs  of 
tlie  reft  of  the  kingdom.  ,  It  will  accordingly  be  found,  that 
the  whole^  or  nearly  the  whole  of  the  bounty  00  the  tonnage 
of  veflels  employed  in  the  herring  6(hery,  has  been  monopo^ 
lized  by  thofe  particular  diflri^ls;  and  tliatpot  afingleveiTel 
fiomany  part  of  the  illand  has  been  engaged  in  the  fummer 
fiihery,  the  only  one  tp  which  the  Dutch  have  ever  applied s 
and  which  has  fometimes  given  omploym^nt  to  more  tbaff 
20,coo  of  their  feamen. 

Is  the  right  honourable  gentleman  unapprifed,  that  I  wifli 
the  Legiflatureio  correal  a  miftake,  into  which  they,  as  well 
as  the  noble  Lord  who  propofed  the  a£l  of  the  19th  of  His 
Majffty,  have  inadvertently  been  l«d?   I  am  fure  he  doef 

•  VoL.XVIIL  3  Z  not 
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nbtinftan  to  ietckide  thc'EngKfli  from  rtre  famtHcrfrftfery,  tbc 
only,  one  for  white  herrings  which  their  fitnatibn  pdmiits 
tihem  to  purfuc :  yet  relatively  to  tliem,'  the  prefent  law  is 
as  abfurd  as  an  aft  for  'the  encourjgement  <jf  agncultnrc 
would  be,  K  it  appointed  the  month  of  Aoguft-for  the  fowing 
titoe,  and  Jirnnary  for  the  feafdn  of  harveft. 

The  very  perfons  v^hoTbRc?ted  the  adk  of  the  19th  df  tie 
King,  if  thev  had  underftood  thcrfeal  intereft  of  their  fiflieriH, 
or  rather,  it  that  Intcreft  had*  been  the  real  ol^eft  of  their 
purfuit,  would  not  have  wilhed  that  the  time  of  iaiKng  ihould 
be  changed  from  June  to.OtSlobcr;  for  it  isobvioiis,  that  on 
^very  commercial  principle,  the  employing  their  vrffels  and 
their  men  in  the  fummer  fifliery,  'would  have  en^ledthem 
to  have  carried  on  the  winter  filhc^y  with  increafe  of  advan- 
tage. Biit  I  fear,  that  as  th^  bounty,  much  more  than  the 
fiftiery,  is  often  the  objcft  of  the  voyage,  fo  the  fecnrit^tbe 
bounty  was  the  principal  oHjeft  with  thofc  at  whofe  fofidta- 
tioi)  that  noble  Lord  was  induced  to  propofe  the  change.  So 
entirely  forgotten  indeed  has  bfeen  the  iritcrefts  of  the  fiftfery, 
confidered  as  a  national  obje6>^,  that'Governmerit  has  been 
known,  to.  pay  a  bounty  of  xjol.  on  a  finglc 'barrel  of  her- 
rings, whofe  utmoft  worth  did  hot  exceed  five  and  twenty 
ihillings. 

Under  thcfe  ctrcumllanccs. .  I  am  perfiraded  the  Comto it- 
lee  will  be  of  opinion,  that  the  alteration  madfe  bv  the  19th 
of  His  prelferit  Majefty  was  injuditibus ;  and  tnat  veifels 
ftilihg  on  the  fifliery,  ihould  be  allowed  to  take  thfeir  depar- 
tiireon  the  ift  of  June,  by  which  means  they  will  reach  the 
fifhing  ground  a  few  days  before  the  arrival  of  the  l>inch ; 
a  preference  to  which,  in  thctr  owti  feas,  and  Upbti  their  own 
coafts,  they  are  certainly  intitled. 

The  fight  honourable  gentletmin  dfefired  alfo  to  know  what 
#eafon  can  be  aiiigned  for  bringing  forward  thebuGnef&of  the 
fiiherics  hi  the  prefent  feffion  of  Parliament ;  a  buiinefs 
which,  in  his  opinion,  might  hive  flept  without  the  leail  in* 
convenience  tiH'^he  Hotifc  feaHagain  becon\iened. 
'  Sir,  1  mi)gHt  dbfcrve  upon  thfs  oc<rafion,  thatlhc'bufinefs 
of  the  fiiheries;  though  it  has  ndt  btfore  been  dilctiffibd  in  a 
•dmmrttee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  »©ught  not  to  be  tonfidered 
as  new  to  ;i  l^^rge  proportion  of  its  members  ;  for  a  great  part 
pf  the  Houfe  were  included  in  a'Committee,  which  at  a  late 
period  of  the  laft  fi^on,  and  in  that  which  at  a  much  earlier 
of  the  p*  jfenty  were  appointed  for  the  examination  of  the 
fubjeft. 

'      I  might 
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I  roight  obferve,  that  i(,  the  right  honourable  gentUiDan 
himfelf  is  ^KhQ^}y  uninformed  on  the  hufinefs^  hU  want  of 
infornsation  is  voluntary,  and  ought  not  to  he  pleaded  as  a 
reafon  for  delay.  But  waving  fuch  arguments,  allow  me  to 
afky  what  motive  can  he  alledged  for  pofiponing  the  removal 
of  grievances  wbofe  exiftcuc^  is  demonftrated  by  thofe  two 
Rejports  of  your  Committee  that  have  already  been  offered  to 
the  Houfo^  and  printed  for  the  uCeof  its  members?  for  I  am 
not  chargeable  with  the  ai^furduy^  which  ih^  right  hpQouraWe 

Sentleman  fuppofes,  that  of  moving  refolutions  on  the  evi^ 
ence  of  a  future  R^ort;  as  nqt  one  of  the  relblutions  goes 
beyond  the  proofs  which  ti^  two  Cormer  Reports  have  already 
eftibliftcd. 

When  I  firft  opened  the  grounds  of  the  motions  I  in- 
tonded  to  make,  I  obfexved,  that  but  little  remained  of  the 
period  for  which  the* bounty  on  the  tonnage  of  veflcis  em- 
ployed in  the  herring  flCU^ry  was  given.  That  before  the  per 
tiou  fhalJ  expires  it  is  of  importapce  to  determine,  by  actual 
expeo'imenti  whether  the  bounty,  which  at  prefent  is  an  ufe- 
lefs  expenc^  to  the  Public,  may  not  be  made  effedlual  to  its 
end,  by  the  removal  of  thofe  countervailing  reftridlions  which 
the  very  aft  that  grants  the  bounty  has  prepofleroufly  im* 
pofed.  Now5  if  the  romqval  of  thofe  abfurd  reftraints  mould 
he  delayed)  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  propofea,  to  a 
fiiture  year,  the  law.  which  gives  the  bounty  will  expire  be- 
fore any  fair  experiment  can  oe  made,  of  what,  when  unfet- 
tered, that  bounty  will  do.  Thus,  the  Legiillature  will  be 
called  upon  to  decide  oa  the  propriety  of  difcontinuing  or  of 
renewing  tb^  encouragement,  without  fufiicient  experience  to 
guide  their  judgement  and'direft  their  decidon. 

I  know  it  is  often  averted,  and  even  by  intelligent  men 
lias  been  frequently  believed,  that  the  induilry  of  the  Du^ch, 
and  the  low  rat^  of  intereft  among  them,  which  certainly 
enable  them  to  trade  for  a  low  profit,  will  always  give  to 
their  fiih^rmen  a  decided  advantage.  But  a  little  refleflion 
en  known  and  acknowl^ged  fa61s,  will  be  fufficient  to  dif- 
prove  this  hafty  and  unwarranted  conclufion »  for,  is  it  not 
obvious^  that  the  induftry  of  the  Dutch  is  as  great,  and  th^ 
intereft  of  their  monej^  as  low,  when  employed  in  the  whale 
fifhery  as  in  any  other  ?  Yet,  in  the  fifhery  to  Greenl;^id, 
theEndifh  hav^  a  decided  fupcriority;  and  m  the  fifliery  for 
whales  m  the  fouthern  feas,  Britain  has  fcarcely  any  compe- 
titor. Her  Newfoundland  fiihermen  have  alfo  gained  an  ac- 
IcnowleJged  afcendeiicy  :  it  is  oniv  in  the  fiibpryfor  herrings, 
a  filhery  upon  her  own  coafts ;  a  fifhery  which  fbe  alone  has 

3  Z  a  ;  .  the 
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the  means  of  continuing  through  the  winter,  unitintr  thereby 
.the  advantage  of  both  Teafohs ;  it  is  only  in  that  fiihery,  ia 
which  (he  has  every  natural  advantage,  that  her  exertions 
have  failed  ot  fuccefs,  and  that  Holland  prefervcs  her  afcen- 
dency.  Now  what  can  be  thecaufe.of  fo  ftrange  and  fo  uo* 
natural  a  phenomenon  ?  Sir,  the  caufe  is  fufiiciently  obvious; 
our  lawsj  the  capricious,  irrational,  unjuft  rellriaions  im* 
pofed  on  the  herring  fifliery  by  our  laws^  are  the  fble  reafba 
of  its  fiiilure.  No  foreign  indunry,  no  fkill,  no  pcrfevc- 
rance,  no  adive  refolution  of  foreigners,  could  haveweig^ied 
dowa  the  exertions  of  the  Engliin ;  their  own  Jjtgijtatun 
alone  could  have  baffled  their  em:>rts;  their  own  Jjtgiflatun 
could  have  (unk  their  fpirits  and  rendered  all  their  endea- 
vours inefFe^uaU 

Sir,  I  am  anxious,  and  I  believe  the  Committee  will  be 
anxious,  that  this  juft  reproach  Ihould  as  fpeedily  as  poflible 
be  removed.  Wholly  removed  I  know  it  cannot  be  till  the 
fait  laws  are  rcvifed,  and  till  the  duty  on  watcr-bofnc  coal 
in  Scotland  be  repealed :  but  if  the  refolutions  which  I  am 
now  about  to  move  Ihall  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  afterwards  receive  the  fan£lion  of  the  Leiflatore, 
fotne  of  the  principal  abfurdities  which  difgrace  our  ftatnte 
books  will' be  correQed  \  feveral  of  the  chief  obftacles  to  the 
fuccefs  of  our  flfheries  will  be  removed;  and  hopes  will  be 
given,  that  in  time,  the  Legiflature  may  permit  the  herring 
ii(hery  to  be  carried  on  upon  the  fame  principles  as  a  roanu- 
fa(flure,  in  which  every  man  is  at  liberty  to  purfue  his  own 
interefts  in  his  own  way. 

The  refoiutions  were  then  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  in 
upon  them,    ' 

-    On  the  qiotion  for  going  jntQ  a  Cotpmittee  on  the  Wefl*» 
tnjniler  bijl, 

Mr.  Fox*  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  would  at  preft^nt  only  obje^  to  the  fol- 
lowing extraordinary  words  \n  the  pieamhle,  **  Whereas 
•'  certain  inconVeniencies  ipay  arlie  :*'  the  interpretation  of 
which  was,  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  law  admitted  of  fuch 
inconvenience  aVifmg  J  now,  as  he  always  held  that,  without 
the  mod  criminal  condudl  in  a  returning  officer,  thefe  evils 
could  not  be  experienced,  he  mu(l  oppqle  that  interpretation 
of  the  prennible. 

The  Attor-       ^he  Attorney  'General  contended    for  the  propriety  of  the 

sevOeiicni]  preamble,  and  the  neceffity  of  his  bill. 

The  quellion  was  ppt  on  going  into  a  Committee}  on  which 
the  numbers  were, 

Ayes        -  .....        72 

Noes  ••  ";  *  f  •         •         32 
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The  Hoiile  then  went  into  the  Committer. \.  Mr*  Fox  and 
Mr.  Sheridan  reprob^ited  the  bilK  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Attor- 
nev  General  defended  it. 

Mr.  Courtenay  ironically  complimented  the  Attorney  Gene*  Mr.Courto^ 
ral  on  the  able  and  unanfwerable  manner  in  which  he  had  <>^7« 
defended  himrelf»  and  faid,  if  he  were  not  of  a  very  com]ialHo« 
nate  and  feeling  difpofition,  he  fhould  not  have  troubled  the 
Committee  with  a  word  on  the  fubjeA;  but  as  he  liftened 
with  indignation  to  the  unmerited  and  fevere  ftriftures  that 
had  been  thrown  out  againft  the  learned  gentleman,  which 
he  faw  had  afit^£led  him  deeply,  and  as  he  always  (from  fynir 
pathetic  and  fentimental  feelings)  pitied  a  great  man  in  dSf- 
treis,  he  could  tiot  longer  fit  fflent.    He  then  obferved,  that 
an  unfair  and  uncandid  advantage  had  been  taken  to  attack 
the  learned  gentleman,  whilll  his  able  colleague  (the  Solicitor 
Genera!)  was  confined  to  the  chair»  and  precluded  from  affift- 
ing  him»    with  thofe  brilliant  abilities,  and  that  profound 
profefTional  knowledge,  which  always  carried  convtAion  to 
the  Houfe.     In  confequence  .of  this,  the  learned  gentleman 
had  been  overpowered,  by  having  the  volumuious  code  of  law 
contained  in  Ruff  head's  edition  of  the  Statutes  at  Large  flung 
at  his  head;  and  this  malicious  fpecies  of  attack  had  been  car- 
ried on  in  the  moil  infulting  and  provokine  manner-— not  by 
learned  gentlemen  of  the  fanie  profeffion,  but  by  honourable 
members  of  the  Houfe,  who  feemed  (foraehow  or  other)  to 
have  acquired  more  precife  and  accurate  ideas  of  law  and  tlie 
con  flit  lition  than  His  Majefly's  Attorney  General.     How- 
ever,  he  hoped  the  learned  gentleman  would  not  ilnk  into 
'defpondency  and  defpair  on  this  trying  occafion.     He  might 
ilili  con^fort  himfelf,  by  refleAing,  that  his  unlearned  oppo- 
nents were  not  lawyers,  and  therefore  his  credit  and  reputa- 
tion could   not  fuffev  by  any  momentary  vi6tory  they  ob- 
tnined,  as  they  could  not  purfue  him  into  the  courts  below. 
He  begged  the  learned  gentleman  to  confider  himTelf  in  the 
Tituation  of  SanchoPanca,  Vrhen  he  was  beat  with  the  ihoe« 
■jnaker's  lafl;  Don  Quixote  very  philofophically  proved  to 
the  difconfolate  Sancho,  that  the  meannefs  of  the  inftrument 
took  away  the  disgrace  of  the  drubbing;  but  that  if  he  had  been 
conquered  hy  a  fquire  of  his  own  rank  and  d^ree,  the«  igno- 
rniny  would  h.ive  been  Indelible.    This  Mr.  Courtenay  a(- 
lert«?d  was  a  cafe  in  point,  and  applied  very  forcibly  to  the 
Attorney  General.   'He  intimated  the  leanied  gentleman  to 
dertvfe  patience,  and  to  draw  confolation  from  fo  appofite  an 
^x;«mple.     An  honourable  member  (Mr.  Lee)  had  obferved, 
that  no  man  was  capable  of  drawing  up  a  bill  better  than  the 

learned 
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Inmed'  genttnnao :  the  c^stradijftions,.  ahfur4iue«»  and  Man* 
A^s  which  kad  b«aii  oflentatiouily  dtTj^ayed  in  the  cooxfe  of 
the  debate,  ail  coiiipired  to  evince  the  excellency  of  the.  Bill ; 
.  tU«x,  werefo  very  obvious,  that  they  were  immediately  Alf" 
C'dvtce^y  And,  p^rfedlly  ioytelUgible  to  the  meaneA  capacity; 
aAd.cosXbqueaUy-  tlxere  could  be  no  deception,  no  legal  (ophli- 
try  fXipmit  to  be  inipofcd  ot>  the  minds  and  underfTandiogiof 
IDMx;,  when,  the  faults  were  written  in  capitals,  and  the  law, 
reafbiiy,  and  pfo(ei|ionat  knowled^,  on  which  ioGdious  Afis 
pf  Pr^riiaiucQ^  ar^  IcnnetiaKrs  founded  (but  not  by  the  leanied 
g^ntletnan)  were  as.perfe£tly  illegible  aa  if  they  had  be;a 
'writ'un  ill  leoioA  juice.     Judge  Black/lone,,  be  faid.  Kid  re- 
mavki^  that  the  Eotgeror  CSigvIa  ufed  to  promulgate  his 
laws,  by  having;  thensi  written  in  a  fnfiall  haacf,  and  hung  up 
bi|  Uif>lvt  fo  high  that;  the  people  coqid  not  read  them ;  yet 
h&  «xa£litd*  jl^tere  penalties  for  the  flightefl  breach  of  them. 
.Wha(  a  flrikvng  contraft  was  there  betw^n  the  condad  of 
g  Rotn^b  tyr^iat   and  an  Englifli  Attorney  General,   who 
^^ted  and  Jow/rrcd  the  feiife  of  his  election   laws  *to  tbe 
liumbleft  gapicity^  and  provided  no  penalty  whatever  for  the 
infringement  of  thein.    He  likewife  particularly  admired  the 
candour  v^  iRffeauourite&  of  the  learned  gentleman^  who 
l)ad  djBcbred  fairly  and  openly,  that  he  haii  not  reid  the  iu- 
tutes,.  ncM*  takpn  any  pain$  to  and  out  whether  there  was  any 
neceffity  for  introducii>g  the  prefent  Bill  or  iiot  ;^  nay,  fo  very 
iuQopept  and  undefign'mg  did  be  appear,  that  be  even  did  not 
know  thp.  name  of  his  own  Bill|  probably  thinking  a  tjtle 
plight. b^  beiiowed  on  it,  with  n^ore  propriety  when   it  went 
to  th^  other  Houfe. — There  yvas  no  fubtilety,  no  trick,  no 
deception,  be  faid,  in  the  learn^  gentleman »  all  was  f^ir, 
liberal  and  caijdid  ii\  his  pr(>ceedings ;  and  except  it  had  been 
vtiiverfally  known  ^hat  be  really  was  His  Ma^efty's  Attorney 
General,  no  oixe  could  ever  have  fufpefled  it  from  the  prc- 
/j^onal  talients  he  had  exhit>ited  that  night.     This  modeitf 
%fascertainly  a  peculiar  merit  in  the  learned  gentlem'aii,  anil 
a  fingularitv  not  praf^ifed  by  any  of  his  predeceflbrs  in  office, 
but  which  deTerved  the  higheft  eulogiutns. — The  learned  |?n- 
tiemao  had»  likewife^  he  obferyed^  in  the  exuberance  ot  his 
fancy,  triumphantly  afiertcd,  that  there  was  a  ilatute  pur- 
pofely  framed  to  regulate  poPs  and  (crutinies  in  the  defliua 
Af  Members  of  Pacli^mept  for.  the  City  of  Nprwkt^  and 
.dwelt  with  fo9)e  .degree  of  exultation  on  the  error  of  aRVc- 
iipurabie  gentleman,  (Mr.  Wiudliam)  who  had  pr^umed  to 
djiferfroiQ  him  ^n  this  point.     However,  the  fa&  tufne- 
out^  that  the  bill  idluded  to  was  ea;i)L}cd,  <^  an  aQ  (or  fego- 

laur^ 


fating  the  meafure  of  N*w?ctr(MR;  "anB  •BWigg^^s ;  imS  for 
^le&rng  proper  officenrs,  Sfc.  \o  carry  tMe  -faffife  into  execu- 
tion/' This  flight  miftake;  with  6rk  or  fix  tii«re  cff  a  fimi- 
Fiar  nature,  had  teen  po'ii'ted -Wjt,  dm!  feemed  t^  bfrv*e  itiade 
fvefy  intproperly  indbctl)  ^irtft'Trnpriffion-oa  the  'Ho^c ;  but 
futfh  iutHe  6hjc(^rons  *were  ihftatittr  <ibtiatea  by  the  tig^ 
honoarable  the;Chancrilorrf  *he  Exeh^gUer,  ^ho  obferfed 
i^ith  bi^ufnal  Tagachy  anfj  difcernmenc,  tbit  there 'wa<s  no 
roomfcTtritimph,  By  e«hifbrtmg  prodfs  ''of  ngfiorance,  foUy", 
and'  precrpltation  m  -the  b^ll, '  "w^hcfe  lever y  caufe* Ayas  pregnatit 
trtth  fhem;  and  thrit  It  was  an  eafy'tatk  Ibr  gentlemen  who 
ftudicd  theftatutfes'for  the-purpofe  of  e«^Miti^  and  faftion,  to 
etnbatnifs  and  perplex  4iis  fairfted  frread,  who  had  repeat^iliy 
acknowledged  *e  had  nev^r  read  one  of  them.*  Mr.  Gear- 
tenay  threw  oat  a  varieftydf  filrcaftic  and  ludttmiw  remtirk-s 
to  the  fame  ^nrpoTe,  aHof  which  were  reived  hif  the  Hdufe 
with  grrtit*rel|lh. 

Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  and  Mr.  Adafn  alfeflpdke.    On  a  dfr 
vifion 'dh  Mr.  F6x*s  motion  the  nuneibers  waw,  ' 

Ayes,  -  -      •      -  -'44 

Noes,  -  -    •         -  : .  8^ 

They  then  went  throi^h  the  claufes. 
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'Thur/day,  July  J.  "  \^ 

A  debate  took  |>laoe-on  aching  :cf  M^rs»  Mac  Kp^^t, 
^ar^r»  And  Cofmick,  . as  American  iiu&rer^^. 
The  indtibQ  wa|  w^j^Mf^wo* 

Mr.  SheriAin  defined  to  know  from  MinHlers,  whether  the  Mr.  flicn* 
bill  for  preventing  the  expormtion  of  manufafShircs  and  ijra-  <**«• 
terials  for  themanufa&are  of  iron  beyond  feas,   extended  to 
Ireland,     And  not  receiving  a  Tatisfaftory  anfWer,  he  moved 
that  the  bill  he  printed.     After  fome  tWbate  be  wrtbdrdw 
to  is  motion. 

Mintiay,  July  ir. 

Sir  James  Ermine  moved    that  the  W^ftmirlfter  eleflim  Sir  Timet 
t>ill..be  recommitted.     This  produ^  a  defuksry  debate.  Br/Um^. 
Tii«bill  was  fecommitted,  aad.»ceived  vawiji«taiiitodmcaali». 

The  Hoiife.  in  Coiftmittce  jon  the  bill  tfer  the  ^lommifR- 
bners'of  ftiblic  Accounts. 

Lord 
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L<ird  Beau*     Lord  Beaucbomp  role  to  move  for  ^  claufe  in  the  prefent 
«^»«P«       bill ;   the  obje£l  of  which  was  to  give  a  very  brave  aod  de- 
ferving  officer  («Sir  Henry  Clinton)  an  opportunity  of  vindi- 
cating his  reputation,  which  he  fdt  confiderably  afieded  bj 
the  Reports  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Public  AccouatSv    The 
Reporu  he  alluded  to  were  the  4^h  and  .7th.    The  principal 
caufe  of  uneafinefs  tliat  thofe  Reports  occafioned  proceeded 
from  their  ftating,  that  although  His  Majefty*s  efiabliflunent 
in  America  was  very  much  decreafed*  and  continued  to  dc« 
creafe  after  the  end  of  General  Sir  William  Howe's  com* 
mand,  yet  the  expence  of  thateflablifliment  did  increafe  con- 
fiderably*    Lord  Beauchamjp  explained  how  this  circamflaace 
arofe.    At  the  beginning  ot  the  war,  a  condderable  paa  ot 
the  provifiona  for  the  army  wtfre  fent  from  Europe,  and 
therefore  did  not  ztkSt  the  account  of  extraordinariea  of  Ame- 
rica,     fiefides,   that  fudi  provifipns  as  were  procured  ia 
America,  were  had  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  at  the  coouDencc* 
ment  than  t)iey  could  have  been  at  the  concluCon   of  the 
war.     It  alfo  appeared  from  0)e  Report,  that  the  Expence  of 
Lord  Comwallis's  army  was  much  lefs  in  proportion  to  tbe 
fize  of  each,  than  that  of  Sir  Henry  Clintoi\.      This  he 
pointed  out  to  he  a  neceilary  confequence  of  their  difierent 
Situations;  Lord  Cornwallis  being  in  the  field,  but  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  cooped  up  in  New  York,  and  depending  upon  the 
Loyalifts  for  provifions  for  his  army,  who  of  conrfe  made 
their  own  terms  with  him.    Anotlier  indire6k  cenfiire  was 
thrown  upon  Sir  Henry,  by  a  fuggeftion  that  die  hiriftg  of 
waggons  and  horfes  was  a  lefs  oeconomical  way  of  doing  tbe 
King*s  fervice,  than  thebuying  them  would  have  been,  as  they 
might  have  been  afterwards  fold  to  advantage;  but  if  any 
.     .   gentleman  would  confider  the  fituation  of  our  afiairs  before 
our  army  quitted  that  country,  or  at  the  time  when  we  ev2* 
cuated  it,  they  would  be  very  well  able  to  form  a  judgement, 
that  it  was  uo  time  for  difpofing  of  ufelefs  (lores  of  any  kind; 
and  that  the  waggons,  and  cattle  would  by  no  means  bring 
any  thing  like  their  value.    Though  all  thefe  circumilances 
fufficiently  accounted  for  appearances,  which,  if  unaccounted 
for,  muft  leave  a  ftrong  imprellion  agaioft  Sir  Henry  Clinton,, 
and  though  his  eftabliined  reputation  and  acknowledged  in- 
tegrity placed  him  far  beyond  any  fulpicion  of  diihonourahle 
dealings  in  bis  command,  or  any  want  of  that  ceconomf 
which  it  was  fo  much  his  duty  to  pradtife,  yet  as  thofe  xei* 
fons  had  not  been  inveftigated  by  the  Commiifioners,  they 
were .  of  courfe  omitted  in  the  Report,  and  therefore  the 
ground  of  a  probable  charge««-che  fa£\«— appeared  againil  him. 
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**  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  fliould  be  imported /into  eacb 
"  kingdom  from  ihe  other  reQiprocalW,  under  the  fame  rer 
**  gulations,  and  at  the  fame  duties  (it  fubje£l  to  duties)  to 
**  which  they  would  be  liable,  when  imported  direftly  from 
**  the  country  or  place  from  whence  the  lame  roav  have 
been  imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Irdand  refpeiSlively^ 
as  the  cafe  may  be ;  and  that  all  duties  originally  paid  00 
•*  importation  into  either  country  refpe^ively,  except  on  arr 
"  rack  and  foreign  brandy,  and  on  rum«  and  all  forts  of 
*'  ftrone  waters  nut  imported  from  the  British  Colonies  Co 
*•  the  Weft  Indies,  ihall  he  fully  drawn  back,  within  a  time 
to  be  fixed,  on  exportation  to  the  other ;  but,  nevertheiefs, 
that  the  duties  fhali  continue  to  be  prote£led  and  guarded^ 
as  at  prefent,  by  withholding  the  drawback  until  a  certir 
'^  ficate  from  the  proper  officers  of  the  revenue  in  theking- 
**  dom  to  which  the  export  may  be  made,  {hall  be  returned 
**  and  compared  with  the  entry  outwards. 

"  IV.  That  it  is  highlv  import.^nt  to  the  general  inr 
^*  terefts  of  the  Britiih  empire,  that  the  laws  for  regulating 
**  trade  and  navigation  /hould  be  the  fame  in  Great  Britaia 
and  Ireland;  and  therefore  that  it  is  eflential,  towards  car- 
rying intoeffeft  the  prefent  fettlement*  that  all  laws  which 
*^  hav^been  made,  or  flxall  be  made,  in  Great  Britain,  for 
<*  fecuring  exclufive  privileges  to  the  fhipt  and  mariners  of 
**  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  Britifh  Colonies  and  plan- 
*'  tations,  ^and  for  regulating  and  retraining  the  ti'ade  of  the 
*^  Britiih  Colonies  and  plantations  (fuch  laws  impoflng  thp 
**  fame  reftraints,  and  conferring  the  fame  benefits  on  tlie 
^^  fubjefis  of  both  kingdoms)  fhould  be  in  force  in  Ireland, 
**  by  laws  to  be  pailed  in  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdon), 
*^  for  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  as  in  Great 
*•  Britain. 

**  V,  That  it  Is  farther  effential  to  this  fettlcroent,  that 
**  all  goods  and  commodities  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  Britifli  or  foreign  Colonies  in  America 
or  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  Bri;ifh  or  foreign  fetilements 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  imported  into  Ireland,  ihould,  on 
importation,  be  fubjed  to  the  fame  duties  and  regulaiioius 
<*  as  the  like  goods  are,  or  from  time  to  time  fliall  be  fubjed^ 
•*  to,  upon  importation  into  Great  Britain;  or  if  prohibited 
**  to  be  imported  into  Great  Britain,  fhall  be  prohibited  in 
*•  like  manner  from  being  imported  into  Ireland.  ' 

*'  yi.    That,   in  order  to   prevent    illicit   praSices   in- 
**  jurious  to  the  revenue  and  commerce  of  hath  kingdoms, 
it  is  expedient^    ;hat  all  goodSj  whetlier  of  the  growth^ 
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**  produce,  or  mdn\i&£lure  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of 
"  any  foreign  country,  which  ihall  hereafter  be  imported 
'^  into  Great  Britain  from  Ireland,  or  into  Ireland  fnm 
*'  Great  Britain,  ihould  be  put  (by  laws  to  be  pafled  in  Hx 
**  Parliaments  of  the  two  kingdoms)  under  the  fame  regula- 
**  tions  with  refpeft  to  bonds,  cockets,  and  other  inftra* 
**  ments,  to  which  the  like  goods  are  now  fubjeft  in  paffiog 
*•  from  one  port  of  Gtcat  Britain  to  another. 

•*  VII.  That  for  the  like  porpofe,  it  is  alfo  expedient, 
**  that  when  any  goods,  the  growth,  produce,  or  itiana- 
«'  faddre  of  the  Briti/h  Weft  India  Iflands,  or  any  oditr 
^*  of  the  Briti/h  Colonies  or  plantations,  fliail  bt  (hipped 
••  from  Ificland  for  Great  Britain,  they  fhall  be  dcctmipamed 
••  with  fuch  original  certificates  of  the  revenue  officers  of  the 
^*  faidCbloTiies  as  Ihall  be  required  by  law  on  impCnrtalion  mto 
'<  Gttat  firittkin  j  and  that,  when  the  whole  qaatitity  in- 
**  eluded  in  one  certificate  (hall  not  be  fhipped  at  any  t>ive 
*^  time,  the  origiVial  certificate,  properly  indorfed  as  to 
•«  quantity,  flibuld  be  Tent  with  the  firft  parcel ;  AAd  to  idcn- 
*•  tify  thfe  femalnder,  if  /hipped  witliin  a  time  to  he  limited, 
<<  new  certificates  /hould  be  granted  bv  the  prihcipal  oiBcrrs 
V'  of  the  ports  in  Ireland,  ettraded  from  a  regifter  of  tl^ 
**  original  documents,  fpecify  ing  the  quantities  befoTB&ipped 
-     *«  from  thence,  by  What  vc/fels,  and  tp  what  ports. 

««  VII!.  That  it  is  eilcntial,  for  carrying  into  efftfl 
*'  the  prefent  iettlement,  that  all  goods  exported  fi-om  Ire- 
««  land  to  the  Btiti/h  Cobnies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  m 
**  America,  or  to  the  Bnti/h  fcttlements  bn  the  coaft  ct 
«•  Africa,  or  to  the  countries  beyond  the  Opt  of  Qood  Hcpc 
««  to  the  Streightfe  of  Magtllan,  fhould  fmm  tirtie  to  time  be 
^*  made  liable  to  fuch  duties  and  drawbacks,  alid  put  under 
*«  fuch  regulations,  as  may  be  nece/Tary,  in  order  that  the 
*•  fame  may  not  be  etported  with  lefs  incumbrance  of  duties 
■^^  or  impofi lions  thati  the  like  goods  (hal!  be  hurdeocd  wita 
•'  when  exported  from  Great  Britain. 

**  I5C.  That  it  is  eilcntial  to  the  general  conraier- 
«^  cial  intcrcfts  of  the  empire,  that,  fo  long  as  the  Pailu- 
If*  mcnt  of  this  kingdom  fhall  think  it  advifable  that  the 
"  commerce  to  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
^*  to  the  Streights  Magellan,  fftall  be  carried  on  Mely  by 
*«  anfcxclufive  company,  having  liberty  to  import  into  the 
*•  port  of  London  only,  no  goods  of  the  growth,  produce, 
^*  or  manufacture  of  tlie  faid  countries  fhould  bt  aHbweii  to 
•*  be  imported  in^o  Ireland  bxit  through  Great  firitain ;  ex- 
'*  cept  dye  fliifFj^,  tl^ "g^  cotton  or  otfepr  wool,  zfti  fpiccries, 
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<<  which  may  be  imported  into  Ireland  frotti  forek;n  European 
^  countries,  fo  long  :1s  the  fame  are  Importable  from  foreign  ' 

^  European  countries  into  Great  Britain :  and  that  it  ihall 
<<  be  lawful  to  export  fuch  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
<<  manufacture  of  any  of  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of 
<<  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  from  Great 
<<  Britain  to  Ireland,  with  the  fame  duties  retained  thereon 
«<  as  are  now  retained  on  their  being  exported  to  that 
<<  kingdom,  but  that  an  account  (hall  be  kept  of  the  duties 
<<  retained,  and  not  drawn  back  on  the  faid  goods  exported  to 
^<  Ireland,  and  that  the  amount  thereof  /hall  be  remitted,  by 
«  the  Receiver  General  of  His  Majefty^s  cuft(Mns  in  Great 
<<  Britain,  to  the  pmper  officer  of  the  revenue  in  Ireland, 
<*  to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  His  Majefty*s  revenue 
'<  there)  fubjed  to  the  difpoTal  of  the  Parliament  of  that 
<^  kingdom ;  and  that  the  ihips  going  from  Great  Britain 
'<  to  any  of  the  faid.  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
**  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  (hould  not  be  re- 
^  drained  from  touching  at  any  of  the  ports  in  Ireland, 
*^  and  taking  on  board  there  atfy  of  the  goods  of  "th« 
'^  growth,  produce,  or  manu£iAuie  of  that  kingdom ;  and 
<<  that  no  (hips  be  allowed  to  clear  out  from  Ireland  for  any 
<^  of  the  faid  countries,  but  fuch  ihips  as  fhall  be  freight^ 
^  by  the  (aid  Company,  and  wliich  ihall  have  failed  from  the . 
**  port  of  London:  arKl  that,  whenever  the  commerce  to  the 
<*  faid  countries  ihall  ceafe  to  be  fo  carried  on  iblely  by 
"  fuch  an  excluiivc  cotnpany,  the  goods,  the  growth,  pro- 
^  diice,  or  manufai5ture  of  the  faid  countries  beyond  the 
**  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  the  Straights  of  Magellan,' 
*^  (hould  be  importable  into  Ireland,  m>m  the  Britiih  or 
*'  foreign  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  fubjeft  to  the 
^  fame  duties  and  regulations  as  the  like  goods  from  time 
**  to  time  (hall  be  fubjeft  to  on  importation  into  Great 
**  Britain;  and  if  pmhibited  to  be  imported  into  Great 
«  Britain,  (hould  in  like  manner  be  pphibited  from  being 
**  imported  into  Ireland. 

^  X.  That  no  prohibition  Ihould  exiil,  in  either  country, 
**  againft  the  importation,  u(e,  or  fale  of  any  article,  the 
•*  growth,  produce,  or  manufa£ture  of  the  other,  except 
•*  fuch  as  either  kingdom  may  judge  expedient,  from  time 
*•  to  time,  uj>on  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bifcuits ;  and 
^  exce^  fuch  qualified  prohibitions,  at  prefent  contained  in 
"  any  a£l  of  the  Britifh  or  Irifh  Parliaments,  as  doabfolutely 
^  {prevent  the   importatioa  of  goods  or  manufa6tures,  or 
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^'  materials  of  itianufaflures,  but  only  regulate  the  weight, 
**  the  fi»e,  the  packages,  or  other  particular  circumftances, 
**  or  prefcribe  the  buUt  or  country,  and  dimenilons  of  the 
^^  iliips  importing  the  fame;  and  alfo,  except  on  ammu- 
*'  nition,  arms,  gunpowder,  and  other  qtendls  of  war, 
**  importable  only  by  virtue  of  His  Majefty's  licenfe ;  and 
**  that  the  duty  pn  the.  importation  of  every  fuch  artick  (if 
*'  fubjefil  to. duty  in  either  country)  fhould  be  precifeiy  the 
"  fame  in  the  one  country  as  in  the  other,  except  where 
V  an  addition  may  be  neceflary  in  either  country,  in 
"  confequence  of  an  internal  duty,  on  any  fuch  article  of 
'^  its  own  confumption,  or  an  internal  bounty  in  the  coun- 
*'  try  where  fuch  article  is  grown,  produced,  or  manu- 
*^  fa£tured  ;  and  except  fuch  duties  as  either  kingdom  may 
'^  judge  expedient,  from  time  to  time,  upon  com^  meal, 
*^  malt,  flour,  and  bifcuits* 

<'  XL  That,  in  all  cafes  in  which  the  duties  on  articles 
^^  of  the  growth,  prbduce,  or  maoufadure,  of  either  country 
^  are  diffisrent*  on  the  importation  into  the  other,  it  is 
**  expedient  that  they  fhould  be  reduced,  in  the  kingdom  in 
*^  which  they  are  the  higheil}  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
<'  the  duties  which  were  payable  in  the  other  on  the  17th 
*^  day  of  May,  1782,  fo  that  in  every  cafe  in  which  any 
*'  article  was  charged  with  a  duty,  on  importation  into 
^<  Ireland,  of  ten  and  a  half  per  xretitum,  or  upwards,  on 
<^  the  17th  day  of  May,  1782,.  the  amount  of  the  duties 
*^  fo  reduced  mail  not  be  lefs  than  the  faid  duty  of  ten 
'^  and  a  half  per  centum,  unlefs  in  cafes  where  any 
*^  articles  are  importable  duty  free  into  either  kingdom 
**  from  tfie  other,  which  articles  Ihall  hereafter  be  im- 
**  ported  duty  free  into  each  from  the  other  rcfpeflively; 
^'  and  that  all  fuch  articles  fhould  be  exportable,  from  the 
*'  kingdom  into  which  they  Ihall  be  imported,  as  free 
*<  from  duties  as  the  fimiliar  commodities,  or  home  manu- 
**  failure  of  the  fame  kingdom:  provided  always,  tbt 
"  when  any  fuch  articles  fhall  be  liable,  in  either  country, 
**  to  any  duty  on  being  exported  to  any  foreign  country, 
**  the  fame  articles,  when  re-exported  from  eitfier  of  the 
♦'  faid  kingdoms  into  which  they  (hall  have  been  fo  im- 
^*  ported  as  aforefaid,  fhall  pay  the  like  duties  as  if  they 
"  had  been  originally  exported  from  the  kingdom  of 
,  <<  their  growth,  produce,  or  manuiafture,  to  fuch  foreign 
**  country. 

XII.  That 
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XII.  "  That  it  is  alfo  proper,  that,  in  all  cafes  in  which 
^^  the  articles  of  the  confumption  of  either  kingdom  (hall 
**  be  charged  with  an  internal  duty  on  the  manufacture, 
fuch  manufadhire,  when  imported  from  the  other,  maybe 
charged  with  a  farther  duty  on  importation  adequate  to 
countervail  the  internal  duty  on  the  manufacture,  fuch 
farther  duty  to  continue  fo  long  only  as  the  internal 
•*  confumption  (hall  be  charged  with  the  duty  or  duties  to 
**  balance  which   it  fliall  be  impofed,   provided  that   the 
**  countervailing  duty  to  be  paid  upon  manufactured  fult 
**  imported  into  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  fhall  be  com- 
*'  puted  upon  the  interna)  duty  payable  thereon  in  England; 
**  and  that,  where  there  is  a  duty  on  the  raw  material  of 
•*  any  manufacture  in  either  kingdom,   fuch  manufacture 
*'  may,  on  its  importation  into  the  faid  kingdom  from  the 
*'  other,  be  charged  with  fuch  a   countervailing  duty    as 
"  may  be*fufficient  to  fubjeCt  the  fame  to  burdens  adequate 
"  to  thofe  which  fuch  manufadure  is  fubjeCt  to  in  con- 
**  fequence  of  fuch  duties  on  fuch  raw   material  in  the 
^^  kingdom  into  which  fuch  manufacture  is  fo  to  be  im- 
'^  ported ;  and  that  the  faid  mariufa<^ures  fo  imported  fliall 
*'  be  entitled  to  fuch  drawbacks  or  bounties  on  exportation 
*'  as  may  leave  the  fame  fubjeCt  to  no  heavier  burden  than 
"  the  home-made  manufacture;  and   that,   in  every  cafe 
*'  where  a  duty  fliall  be  payable  *  in  either  kingdom  on 
**  any  article  carried  coaftwife  from  one  port  to  another  of 
**  the  faid  kingdom,  the  fame  article,  when  imported  from 
.  '^  the  other  kingdom,  fliould  be  fubjeCt  to  the  like  duty. 

"  XIII*  That,  in  order  to  give  permanency  to  the  (ettle- 
<'  ment  now  intended  to  be  eftabliflied,  it  is  neceflary  that 
''  no  new  or  additional  duties  fliouId  be  hereafter  impofed, 
^^  in  either  kingdom,  on  the  impoitation  of  any  article  of 
**  the  groAvth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  other,  except 
'^  fuch  additional  duties  as  may  be  requifite  to  balance  duties 
**  on  internal  confumption,  purfuant  to  the  foregoing 
**  refolution,  or  in  confequence  of  bounties  remaining  oh 
**  fuch  article  when  exported  from  the  other  kingdom. 

"  XIV.  That,  for  the  fame  purpole,  it  is  neceflary, 
^<  farther,  that  no  new  prohibition,  or  new  or  additional 
**  duties,  fhould  be  Irrreafter  impofed,  in  either  king(k)m,  on 
**  the  exportation  of  any  article  of  native  growth,  prcj- 
<•  dttce,  or  manufacture,  from  the  one  kingdom  to  the  otheh, 
**  except  fuch  as  either  kingdom  may  deem  expedient,  fiorti 
^*  tinie  to  time, Upon' coi'n,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bifcui^^ :  -^ 

"  pro- 
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^  provided,  that  when  any  article  of  the  growth,  prodoce^ 
^  or  oDuuiufaiSlure  of  eitl^r  kingdom,  ihallbe  prc^btted  bj 
<<  the  laws  of  the  iaid  kingdom  to  be  exported  to  fordgo 
<<  countries,  the  (ame  article,  when  exported  to  the  otlw 
^*  kingdom,  fliall  be  prohibited  to  be  re-exported  from 
<^  thence  to  any  foreign  countries. 

<^  XV*  That,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  i(  is  pecefiary,  that 
^<  no  bounties  whatfoever  ihould  be  paid  or  payable,  in  either 
^<  kingdom,  on  the  exportation  of  any  article  to  the  other, 
'<  except  fuch  as  relate  to  com,  meal,  malt,  flour,  ^d 
^  bifcuits,  and  except  alfo  the  bounties  at  prefent  given  by 
^  Great  Britain  on  beer  and  fpirits  diftilled  from  com,  aoJ 
^<  fuch  as  are  in  the  nature  of  drawbacks  or  compenfatioos 
<<  for  duties  paid ;  and  that  no  bounties  ihould  be  payable  ifl 
^^  Ireland  on  the  exportation  of  any  article  to  any  Britlib 
^  Colonies  or  plantations,  or  to  the  Britiih  fettlemenu  qb 
'*  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  Britifh  fettl^ments  in  the  Eaft 
*<  Indies,  or  any  manufacture  made  of  fuch  article,  unldf 
^^  in  cafes  where  a  £milar  bounty  is  payable  in  Great 
'<  Brkait^  on  exportation  from  thence,  or  where  fuch  bounty 
^  is  roeiely  in  the  nature  of  a  drawback  or  compeuiatioo 
^*  of  or  for  duties  paid  over  and  above  any  duties  paid 
'<  thereon  in  Great  Britain ;  and  that,  where  any  intenijd 
^<  bounty  fhall  be  given,  in  either  kingdom,  on  any  goods 
^  manucifkured  tfai^in,  aild  ihall  remain  on  fuch  good> 
^  when  exported,  a  countervailing  duty  adequate  thereto 
^  may  be  laid  upon  the  importation  of  the  jQiid  goods  into 
^  the  other  kingdom. 

^  XVL  That  it  is  expedient,  for  tHe  general  benefit  of 

^<  the  Britiih  empire^,  that  the  importation  of  articles  froip 

**  foreign  countries  ihould  be  regulated,  from  tirne  to  time, 

^^  in  each  kingdom,  on  fuch   terms  as  maj  eBk&\»\\j 

*^  .£ivour  the  importation  of  iimilar  articles  ot  the  growth, 

<'  produce;,  or  manufa&ure  of  the  other;  except  in  the  caie 

'<  of  materials  of  manufiidlure,  which  are,  or  nereafter  m^j 

<<  be  allowed  to  be  imported  from  foreign  countries  duty 

<^  free ;  and  that,  in  all  cafes  where  any  articles  are  or  tn^y 

^^  be  fubje^  to  higher  duties  on  importation  into  this  king- 

^^  dom,  from  the  countries  belonging  to  any  of  the  fiates  d 

^  North  America,  than  the  like  goods  are  or  may  be  Tut- 

'<  yeGi  to  when  imported  as  the  growth,  produce  or  manu- 

'^  iadlure  of  the  Britiilx  Colonies  and  plantation^  or  as  ti^e 

«  produce  of  the  Eftieries. carried  on  by  Britiflx  fubjechy 

*<  fuch  articles  ihaU  be  fubjeiSt  to  the  fame  duties  on  m- 

portation 


A,  1785.  DEBATES.  553 

^  portation  into  Ireland,  from  the  countries  belonging  to 
♦<  any  of  the  dates  of  North  America,  as  the  fame  are  or 
^'  may  be  fubjefl  to  on  importation  from  the  faid  countries 
**  into  this  kingdom. 

*^  XVII.  Ihat  it  is  expedient,  that  fuch  privileges 
*'  of  printing  and  Amending  books,  engravings,  prints,  maps, 
**  charts,  and  plans,  as  are  or  may  be  legally  poflefltd 
*^  within  Great  Britain,  under  the  grant  of  the  Crown  or 
*^  othcrwife,  and  that  the  copy  rights  of  the  authors  and 
**  booki'eller^,  the  engraved  property  of  engravers,  print  and 
**  map  fellers,  of  Great  Britain,  fhould  continue  to  be  pro- 
**  tedled  in  the  manner  they  are  at  prefent  by  the  laws  of 
*'  Great  Britain ;  and  that  it  is  juft  that  meafures  fliould  be 
*'  taken  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  for  giving  the  like 
*'  prote£lioi>  to  the  copy  rights  of  authors  and  bookfellers, 
**  and  to  the  engraved  property  of  the  engravers,  print  and 
**  map  fellers  of  that  kingdom. 

*'  XVIII  That  it  is  expedient,  that  fuch  exclufive  rights 
*^  and  privileges,  arifing  from  new  inventions,  as  are  now 
<*  legally  poflefled  within  Great  Britain,  under  letters 
*'  patent  from  the  Crown,  fliall  continue  to  be  protefted  in 
*<  the  manner  they  are  at  prefent  by  the  laws  of  Great 
<^  Britain;  and  that  it  is  juft  that  meafures  fliould  be  taken 
''  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  for  giving  the  like  pro- 
*'  teftion  to  fimiliar  rights  and  privileges  in  that  kingdom; 
*'  and  alfo  that  it  is  expedient  that  regulations  fliould  be 
**  adopted,  with  refpeft  to  letters  patent  hereafter  to  be 
*'  granted  in  the  cafe  of  new  inventions,  fo  that  the  rights, 
**  privileges,  and  reft ri6t ions,  therein  granted  and  contained, 
*'  fhall  be  of  equal  force  and  duration'  throughout  both 
*'  kingdoms. 

"  XIX.  That  it  is  expedient,  that  meafures  fliould  be 
**  taken  to  prevent  difputes,  touching  the  exercife  of  the 
**  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  kingdom  to  fifli  on  the 
**  coafts  of  any  part  of  the  Britifli  dominions. 

^''  XX.  That  the  appropriation  of  whatever  fum  the 
*'  grofs  hereditary  revenue  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland 
**  (the  due  coUedlion  thereof  being  fecured  by  permanent 
"  provifions)  fliail  produce,  after  deduvSing  all  drawbacks, 
'*  re-payments,  or  bounties  granted  in  the  nature  of  draw^ 
*'  backs,  over  and  above  the  fum  of  fix  hundred  and  fifty-fix 
'*  thoufand  Pounds  in  each  year,  towards  the  fupport  of  the 
**  naval  force  of  the  empire,  to  be  applied  in  fuch  manner 
"  as  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  fliall  diicdt,  by  an  a<ft  to  be 
.    Ypl.  XVIII..  "      -  4li  "  paffQd 
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^*  pafled  for  that  purpofe,  will  be  a  fatisfadkoiy  proviScr« 
*^  porportioned  to  tho  growing  profperity  of  that  kingdoa, 
*'  towards  defraying,  in  time  of  peace,  theneceflary  cxpcnc?. 
'^  of  protecting  the  trade  and  general  interefts  of  the  empire. 
Mr.  Ghan-  Mf.  Chancelloj  Pitt  faid,  after  the  long  and  repeated  i:'- 
cdior  Pitt,  cuflions^  that  thd  refolutions  had  undergone  in  that  Hol** 
it  would  not  be  neceflliry  for  him  to  trouble  g«itlrirr 
with  any  thing  at  that  time  on  the  fubjeft.  If  in  the  cc-:/* 
of  the  debate  any  thing  Ihould  be  faid  that  might  call  L: 
explanation  or  require  an  anfwer,  he  flattered  htoteir  hr 
ihould  be  permitted  to  fpeak  to  it;  he  would  therefore ?•• 
ferve  himfelf  for  that  occafion,  and  would  be  content  fort>. 
prefent  with  moving  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  in  o:J:i 
to  carry  the  refolutions  In  due  form  before  the  ParJiJiDr: 
of  Ireland. 

"  That  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  hid  before  F 
*^  Majefty,  with  an  humble  addrefs,  afTuring  His  Maje:h. 
*'  that  His.  faithful  Commons  have  taken  into  tlieir  ip 
**  ferious  confideration  the  important  fubjcft  of  the  comnx:- 
*^  cial  intercoufe  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  re:':"' 
*^  mended  in  His  Majefty's  fpeech  at  the  opening  ct  t' 
**  prefent  feffion,  and  the  refolutions^  of  the  two  Houfe?  ' 
*'  Parliament  in  Ireland,  which  were  laid  before  us,  by  1!  - 
"  Majefty's  command,  *mi  the  zad  day  of  February  bfr: 

'*  That,  after  a  long  and  careful  invefiigation  ct  r*- 
*^  various  qucftions  neceflarily  arifing  out  ot  this  corr.r  *- 
**  henfive  fubjed,  we  have  come  to  tho  feveral  reiolu::cr 
**  which  we  now  humbly  prefent  to  His  Majcfly,  '»ri 
**  which,  we  tmft,  will  form  the  bafis  of  an  advanta^^^ 
*^  and  permanent  commercial  fettlement  between  His.^." 
**  jefty's  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland : 
•  "  That   we  have  proceeded  on  the  foundation  of  t 

^*  lefolutions  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland;  but,  in  cor 
**  dering  fo  extenfive  an   arrangement,   we  have  founi  ' 
*'  neceflary  to  introduce  fome  modifications  and  exception 
"  and  we  have  added  fuch  regulations  and  conditionf, 
**  appeared  to  us  indlfpenfably  neceflary  for  eftablifhing  i.^ 
**  propofed  agreement  on  juft  and  equitable  principles,  ar- 
**  for  fecuring  to  both  countries  thofe  commercial  ad\3  - 
**  tages,  to  an  equal  enjoyment  of  which  tliey  are  in  fut^-. 
"  to  be  entitled  : 

"  That  His  Majefty's  fubjefts  in  Ireland,  being  fecn>. 
**  in  a  full  and  lafting  participation  of  the  trade  of  u 
^*  Britifh  Colonies,  muft,  we  are  perfuaded,  acknowledge  tS- 
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"  jufticc  of  their  continuing  to  enjoy  it  on  the  fame  terms . 
"  with  His  Majefty's  fubje<Ss  in  Great  Britaip: 

"  And  it  is,  we  conceive,  equally  manifeft,  that,  as  the 
*^  fliips  and  mariners  of  Ireland  ai*e  to  continue,  in  all 
**  time  to  come,  to  enjoy  the  fapie  privileges  with  thofe 
**  of  Great  Britain,  the  fame  provifions  fbould  be  adopted 
**  in  Ireland  as  may  be  found  neceflary  hi  this  country,  for 
"  fecuring  thofe  advantages  exclufively  to  the  fubjecls  of 
**  the  empire :  this  objedl  is  eifentially  conneifted  with  the 
**  maritime  ftrength  of  His  Majefty's  dominions,  and  con- 
**  fequently  with  the  fafety  and  profperity  both  of  Great 
'*  Britain  and  Ireland : 

"  We  therefore  deem  it  indifpenfabl^  that  thefe  points 
**  fliould  be  fecured,  conditions  as  neceflary  to  the  exigence 
**  and  duration  of  the  agreement  between  the  two  coun* 
"  tries:  they  can  only  be  carried  into  eiFeft  by  laws  to 
**  be  pailed  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  whicti  is  alone 
.*^  competent  to  bind  His  Majefty's  fubje^s  in  that  king- 
^^  dom,  and  whofe  legiilative  rights  we  fliall  ever  hold  as 
**  facred  as  our  own  : 

**  It  remains  for  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  judge,  ac- 
^'  cording  to  their  wifdom  and  difcretion,  of  thefe  con- 
**  ditions,  :\s  well  as  of  every  other  part  of  the  fettlement 
*'  propofed  to  be  eftabliihed  by  mutual  confent : 

"  Our  purpofe  in  thefe  refolutions  is,  to  promote  alike 
^*  the  commercial  interefts  of  His  Majefty*s  fubje£ls  in  both 
^  countries ;  and  we  are  perfuaded,  that  the  common  pro- 
**  fperity  of  the  two  kingdoms  will  be  thereby  greatly 
*'  advanced;  the  fubjedts  of  each  will  in  future  apply  them- 
*'  felvcs  to  thofe  branches  of  commerce  which  they  can 
*^  exercife  with  moft  advantage,  and  the  wealth,  fo  diffiifed 
*'  through  every  part,  will  operate  as  a  general  benefit  to 
*«  the  whole: 

"  We  have  thus  far  performed  our  part  in  this  important 
*'  bufmefs,  and  we  truft,  that,  in  the  whole  of  its  progrefs, 
**  reciprocal  iiiterefts  and  mutual  affedlion  will  infure  that 
*  fpirit  of  union  fo  eflentially  neceflary  to  the  great  end 
^'  which  the  two  countries  have  equally  in  view  : 

'•  In  this  perfuafion  we  look  forward,  with  confidence, 
^'  to  the   final  completion  of  a  me^fure  which,    while  it 

tends  to  perpetuate  harmony  and  friendfliip  between  the 

two  kingdoms,  muft,  by  augmenting  their  refources, 
**  uniting  their  eflbrts,  and   confolidating   their  ftrength, 

4  B  2  <^  attord 
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'^  afford  His  Mjjcfty  the  fureft  means  of  eftabli/hing,  on  2 
*^  lading  foundation,  the  fafcty  profperity,  and  glory  of  tlis 
«  empire," 
"i.-ifd  Beuu-     '  Lord  BeaucfMmp  declared  he  could  not  give  his  ailent  to  the 
champ.        propofed  addrefs,  becaufe  it  beftowed- praife  on  Mlnifters  to 
which  he  did  not  think  them  entrtled,  either  from  the  wifdom 
of  the  meafure  itfelf,  or  from  the  difcretion  with  which  it  had 
been  coni)u£led;  and  that  he  doubted  the  propriety   of  ad« 
drefling  the  Crown  at  all  till  we  knew  the  fate  of  our  pro- 
pofitions  in  the  fifter  kingdom.     He  obferved,  that  the  Irilh 
Parliament  fland  in  an  awkward  predicament ;    they  have 
adopted  a  f  yftem,  concluding  it  to  be  final ;  they  have  thanked 
His  MajeAy  for  it;  and  they  now  have  the  mortification  to 
j'ee  it  almoft  totally  changed  by  the  nation  for  which  it  was 
intended  i  and  he  cautioned  the  Houfeagainft  Hiking  a  (imi- 
lar  humiliation.     He  faid,  that  the  addrtfs  was  in  fad  a  ma* 
nifeflo  addrefled  to  the  Briti/h  manufadurers  oh  one  fide,  and 
to  the  Irifh  nation  on  the  other,  to  calm  the  apprehenfioas  of 
both  :    that  it  was  unufual  for  Parliament  to  enter  into  fuch 
ajuftification  of  their  meafures,  and  the  pains  taken  to  re- 
move ohjcftions,  betray  a  confcioufnefs  that  they  are  well 
founded  ;  that  however  the  good  fen'fe  of  both  kingdoms  will 
attend  to  the  real  merits  of  the  quefiion  abftraded  from  a'l 
party  colouring;  and  ihe  noble  Lord  faid,  he  thought  the 
addrefs  was  objeflionable  in  another  Kght,  as  it  held  out  the 
propofitions  as  the  ultimatum  of  this  kingdom,  to  which  we 
were  at  all  events  determined  to  adhere :    fuch  lanji^uage  had, 
indeed,  been  held  in  every  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  and   yet  we 
liad  fubftantially  altered  it  in  each,  and,  perhaps,  if  we  are 
to  judge  of  the  future  by  the  paft,  we  may  flill  l^  far  removed 
from  the  point  of  union  on  which  both  nations  may  he  dif- 
pofed  to  fign  and  feal  for  ever.     He  faid,  that  if  the  aflurance 
held  out  by  the  addrefs  of  lafting  harmony  between  the  two 
kingdoms,  as  the  fure  confequence  of  this  fyftem,  was  well 
founded,  the  fafety  of  this  manufadure,  or  of  that  branch  ot 
trade,  was  a  very  inferior  con  fiderat  ion;  that  it  was  natura?, 
however,  to  conGder  how  far  fafts  fupported  this  afiertion; 
and  he  appealed  to  the  experience  of  the  Houfe,  whether,  on 
any  former  occafion,  fuch  a  numerous  and  refpedlabje  bodv 
of  manufacturers  had  ever  appeared  at  the  bar  of  tlie  t«o 
Houfes.     That  what  they  have  aflerted  here,  they  have  con- 
firmed on  oath  in  another  phce ;  and  they  perfevere  in  thf jr 
original  oppofition,  notwithftanding  all  the  changes  which 
this  fyflrem  has  received.    He  faid,  that  it  wals  unjuft  tochaigi; 
the  reprefentatives  of  that  intcreft  with  illiberal  feelings  in  re- 
gard 
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gard  to  Ireland,  becaufe,  burdened  as  they  are,    they  mnft 
naturally  be  jealous  of  every  innovation;  efpecially  when  in- 
troduced in  Ibch  dark  and  oracubr  theorifins  of  trade,  that  ^ 
even  members  of  this  Houfe  were  (o  puzzled  with  them,  as 
to  declare  tlidt  they  fupported  the  fyftem,  not  becaufe  they 
underftood  it,  but  becaufe  they  placed  an  unbounded  confi- 
<lence  in  the  Minifter  who  propofed  it.     If,  indeed,  the  only 
nbjeiSt  we  have  in  view  is  to  reduce  thp  port-duties  of  the  two 
kingdoms  nearer  to  an  equality,  that  objedk  may  be  gradually 
attained  without  con  vulfing  both  by  one  violent  experiment; 
and  the  Briti/h  manufadlurers  would  be  too  liberal  to  obje£b 
to  it  in  thofe  inftances,  when  genuine  equality  would  be  the 
refult.     But  he  faid  the  policy  of  adopting  one  large  fpecious 
meafure  to  aflimilate,  at  a  ilroke,  the  fituation  of  two  coun- 
tries differing  in  every  circumdance,  was  preferred  to  theob- 
Iblete  wifdom  of  applying  a  remedy  as  the  cafe  might  happen 
to  require  it.   If  it  is  objedled,  that  on  a  great  political  quef- 
tion  of  uniting  two  kingdoms  the  wifhes  of  manufa£turers  are 
not  to  determine  the  condud  of  the  legiflature,  the  anfwer 
is,  that  if  appearances  are  to  be  trufled,  iio  fuch  union  is 
likely  to  arife.out  of  the  prefent  meafures*     Will  any  gentle- 
roan  aiTert  tbat  the  inhabitants  of  Dublin  are  now  waiting, 
with  outftretched  arms,  in  eager  expediation  of  the  boon  and 
hlefiing  which  we  have  prepared  for  them  ?     The  very  con- 
trary is  the  fa6l ;   if  Great  Britain  wiflies  for  delay,  Ireland 
appears  unequivocally  to  wifli  alfo  for  delay;  the  hafty  rati- 
fication of  this  treaty   is  deprecated  with  equal  anxiety  by 
both  ;  many  Irifh  counties,  and  great  commercial  cities,  have 
already  fpoken  out ;  many  others  might  have  done  the  fame; 
but  a  general  expeftation  has  prevailed,  and,  perhaps,  at  this 
hour,  is  fcarcely  extinguilhed,    that  the  fyflem  will,  in  fome 
ilage  or  other,  be  again  accommodated  to  their  wiflies.     He 
.laid  that  it  was  a  very  weak  modeof  reafoning,  which  infers, 
that  both  kingdoms  cannot  have  caufe  to  complain,  and  what 
is  loA  by  one  muft  be  acquired  by>  the  other.     In  different 
points  of  view  it  may  be  difadvantageous  to  both  ;   it  may 
crufh  the  infant  manufaftory  of  Ireland  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  ultimately  tend  to  the  removal -of  thofe  of  Great  Britain. 
Should  any  leakage  liappen  from  it  in  our  revenue,  Ireland 
would  receive  a  (lender  compenfation  for  her  ftiare  of  the  ca- 
lamity by  the  increafe  of  her  exports  ;  or  fhould  the  laws  of 
navigation  be  Icfs  faithfully  adminiftered,  a  part  of  the  carry- 
ing trade,  and  of  our  naval  ftrength  may  be  transferred  not 
from  one  kingdom  to  the  other,  but  to  the  natural  riyals  of 
both :   befiJcsy  this  is  a  complex  arrangement,  ccnfiAing  of 

politics 
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politics  as  well  as  commerce;  Ireliiu)  may  complain  tn  the 
one  inftance,  and  Great  Britain  feel  berfelf  aggrieved  in  the 
vOther.  If  this  is  the  cafe  in  any  degree,  why  mould  we  eb< 
trude  upon  both  kingdoms  what  is  grudgingly  given  by  the 
one,  and  relu^antTy  accepted  by  the  other  ?  Will  tiic  bonds 
of  affcAion  he  ftrengthened  by  fixing  them  into  this  political 
'  marriage,  as  it  has  been  called  ?  The  dtlguft  of  one  party 
is  fufficient  to  embitter  that  ftate  ;  will  the  difinclinatioo  of 
both  knprove  the  profpefb  of  future  happinefs?  He  farther 
faid,  this  meafure  had  been  vindicated,  on  a  fuppoTed  deter- 
mination in  the  Iriih  Pailiament  to  lay  prote6iing  duties,  of 
which  four  iuftances  have  been  produced  in  the  Report  of  the 
Privy  Council,  who  were  diretSlrd,  after  the  mea&re  was 
opened  in  Irelacd,  to  find  out  thel>eft  re^^fons  on  which  ic 
might  he  judified  here.  Tliat  in  none  of  thefe  could  he  trace 
any  fpirit  of  hoflillty  to  the  trade  of  Great  Britain.  The 
cafe  of  beer  was  (Imply  this:  the  inland  excife  having  been 
augmented,  it  became  necefiary  to  raife  the  port  duty,  that 
foreign  beer  might  not  have  a  new  advantage  over  the  liome- 
made  beer  in  the  Irifh  market.  The  duty  on  wire  is  equally 
inconclufive  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  is  adduced;  it  wais 
pointed  againft  the  importation  of  a  Dutch,  not  an  Englifh 
ccmmodity,  and  as  it  lailed  onlv  a  year,  If  it  proves  any  thing, 
it  proves  the  direfl  rcverfe  of  wtiat  the  Privy  Council  have  en- 
deavoured to  convey.  The  cafe  of  muflins  and  callicoes  is 
'  only  the  application  of  an  old  law  of  Charles  IL;  and  the  in* 
creafeof  duty  upon  imported  fugars  arofe  from  the  different 
principles  on  which  the  drawback  of  our  lad  duty  was  calcu- 
lated, of  which  the  Irifh  Parliament  made  the  application, 
and  fixed  their  port  duty  accordingly.  But  the  noble  Lord 
faid,  that  though  two  or  three  ftraggllng  inftances  might  be 
found  in  the  Irifh  ftatute  book  of  protefling  duties,  they 
would  not  juflify  the  broad  averment  of  the  Privy  Council. 
That  either  a  fyftem  of  prohibiting  duties  on  Britifh  manu- 
factures mufl  be  expeded,  or  the  prefent  meafure  adopted  to 
prevent  them.  He  faid  he  faw  no  neceffity  for  either,  efpe- 
cially  as  in  the  cafe  of  woollens,  the  Irifh  Parliament  have 
recently  difdaimed  the  principle;  and,  indeed,  the  whole 
hiflory  of  their  rates  is  a  proof  that  they  have  carried  their 
commercial  preference  for  Great  Britain  to  as  great  a  length 
as  one  country  can  cxpeft  from  another.  He  faid,  that  10 
him,  therefore,  ihefyllem  feemed  to  have  begun  in  a  miAake, 
and  that  the  progrefs  of  it  hadexaAly  correfponded  to  the  be- 
ginning. The  grant  of  the  Britifh  market  was  opened  with- 
out the  knowledge  or  participation  of  the  grantors,  whcfe 
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confent  was  flipolated  for  as  a  thing  of  courfc.  The  country 
gcntlernen  of  Ireland  were  as  little  irt  the  fecret  as  the  rttm- 
l>ers  of  this  Houfe,  From  the  rapidity  with  which  it  pro- 
ceededy  it  appeared  more  like  the  offer  of  one  Minifter  to  ano- 
ther than  as  a  negocintion  between  two  independent  legifla- 
tures ;  and  the  fmafleil  delay  was  objedled  to  in  the  indecent 
fuggeAion,  that  it  Would  give  time  to  the  Britifh  manufac- 
turers to  collect  their  force,  and,  perhaps,  oppofe  it  with  ef- 
fe£f.  National  fettlements  can  only  be  permanent  where  the 
precife  nature  and  extent  of  them  is  fully  underftood.  Were 
the  matter  of  the  prefent  treaty  unexceptionable,  the  mmnet 
in  which  it  had  been  conducted  could  not  £iil  togiveofience. 
In  every  ftage  it  has  been  dalled  a  permanent  arrangement ; 
yet,  in  every  part  of  its  progrefs,  it  has  been  materially  aU 
tered,  and  it  iiill  retai9s  the  name,  though  fcarcely  a  veAige 
remains  of  the  original  ptail.  Indeed  the  two  kingdoms  have 
]>roceeded  on  parallel  lines,  without  a  poffibility  of  meeting, 
until  theon6orthe  other  fhall  abandon  the  principles  on 
which  it  has  profefled  to  adl,  perhaps  commercial  concerns 
are  of  too  flufluating  a  n/ture  to  reft  on  any  other  foundation 
than  theadlsofthe  two  legiflatures,  which  will  continue  as 
long  as  thev  find  their  mutual  intereft  in  obferving  them ; 
wherejs  the  prefent  plan  aims  at  a  higher  fandlibn,  by  mak* 
ing  the  whole  ceafe  on  the  failure  of  a  finglA  article.  Were 
any  of  I  he  had  confequences  which  have  been  predi£led  afiu- 
alTy  ro  hjj>p<»n,  how  little  would  fuch  a  declaration  of  perma- 
nency he  adhered  to,  as  each  kingdom  would  be  forced,  by 
the  law  of  f.'lf  prtfervation,  to  a  breach  of  the  treaty.  But 
Ite  faid  he  tljff^icd  with  thofe  great  authorities  who  prefer  this 
arrangement  to  the  union  of  Scotland,  becaufe  the  articles  of 
it  may  be  revife!  ;  for  to  what  does  fuch  a  mode  of  rejfoning 
tend,  but  to  give  the  more  powerful  nation  a  claim  to  hold  the 
weaker  to  her  ftipul.nions,  whilft  (he  may  explain  away  thofe 
-pans  of  the  treaty  which  (he  finds  inconvenient  to  herfelf  ? 
IJe  farther  fjid  that  reciprocity  is  not  the  bafis  of  this  treaty. 
Ic  may  be  urged  to  be  fair  to  both  kingdoms  on  the  final  ba- 
linnce,  but  it  is  improper  to  apply  to  it  the  terms  of  a  full  par- 
ticipation of  commercial  advantages  as  corifi^rred  upon  Ireland,  ^ 
becaufe  they  are  more  com'prebenfive  than  the  fubTequent  re- 
loiutions  will  warrant,'  For  inftance,  will  the  two  kingdoms 
be  on  a  footing,  in  regard  to  the  exportation  of  raw  materi- 
riis  to  each  other?  By  the  fcventh  refolution,  as  tranfmitted 
from  Ireland,  no  prohibitions  could  be  laid  by  either,  except 
ro  countervail  an  exifting  prohibition  in  ihe  other  kingdom. 
The  Uil  claufc  is  now  wnitted,  and  ccnfcquently  all  the  Bri- 
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tifli  prohibiri6ns  on  wool  and  fuller's  enrth  are  perpetuated ; 
while  the  bay  yarn,  linen  yarn,  and  raw  hides  from  Ireland 
are  fecured  to  the  Britiih  market  for  erer.     With  regard  to 
beer  and  fpirits,  the  reciprocity  is  alfo  Ifiid  aiidei  for  to  whit 
purpofe  are  the  bounties  on  thofe  articles  referved,  unlefsto 
give  a  decided  fuperiority  againil  the  brewery  and  diAillfry  ei 
Ireland  ?    If  Ireland  is  to  countervail  thofe  bounties,  it  it  olVj 
a  facrjfice  of  fo  much  of  the  Britifh  revenue.    He  farther  fakl, 
that  the  eleventh  and  twelveth  proportions  were  liable  to  :ik 
fame  obfervation,  and  if  carried  into  full  execution,  which  it 
cannot  be  doubted  they  will  be  under  the  apprebendoiis  0: 
our  manufaflurers,  the  Irifh  merchandize  will,  in  many  ia- 
flnnces,  by  their  joint  operation,  become  chargeable  with  di- 
ties  beyond  what  are  at  prefent  paid,  and,  in  many  othen, 
be  fabjedled  to  virtual  prohibitions.     He  alfo  obfervedi  th:t 
the  fubjcding  all  future  intercourfe  between   the  two  kijsg- 
doms  to  thecoaft  regulations  of  a  bond  and  cocket,  will  be 
found  burdenfome  and  expeniive,  as  well  as  contrary  to  the 
expteiled  deiire  of  the  Iri/h  Parliament,  to  extend  as  much 
as  poflihio,  and  facilitate  the  means  of  future  intercourfe;  and 
that  it  is  very  ftrange  to  find  a  fchcme  of  reciprocal  reftnc- 
tion  i)uilt  on  fuch  a  fouiidation.     As  to  the  feventh  reiolu- 
1 :  'H,  he  faid,  it   is  an  open  variance  with  the  third,  which 
c'<vu  flly  (Intes,  *•  that  the  import  of  colonial  goods  fliall  le 
n  a  if  into  each  kingdom  from  the  other  reciprocally,  uiiilci 
the  fame  regulations,"  whereas  the  reAraints  impofed  by  the 
feventh  aftccl  Ireland  only,  and  do  not  purpoit  to  extcriu!  le 
Great  Britain.      In   regard  to  the  linen  trade,  which  Gffi' 
#     Britain  has  ftipulated  in  a  former  reign  to  encourage  in  Ii^ 
land,  it  does  not  appear  to  derive  any  new  fecurity  from  ihti? 
proportions,  or,  inJeed,  to  require  any,  as  her  prefent  policy 
is  founded  in  the  wi fell:  views  of  the  fubjcfl  for  her  own  i:r 
lereft.    By  fuffering  Iiifli  linens  to  come  here  free  from  <Jut», 
we  fecure  tl '•  Ivil  materials  for  our  own  printing  trade;  aiii 
by  granting  a  bounty  on  their  export,  we  infuie  to  the  fo- 
tors  of  London  the  commiffion,  and  other  advantages  uf  fettl- 
ing them  to  every  part  of  the  world.     And  he  faiJ,  hehopti 
this  fyftem  was  not  intended  to  be  altered  under  the  j)o\v<f 
referved  of  tountervailirg  the  Iriih  bounty  on  flax  feed,  acJ 
the  premiums  of  the  Dublin  Society,  by  the  thirteenth  ai'l 
fifteenth  re  fo  hit  ions.     1  he  noble  Lord  farther  obftrvcJ,  ni 
relation  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  that  the  ninth  refoluticn  tends  to 
put  the  fuhjefls  of  the  two  kingdoms  in  very  ditFi:rcnt  fituj- 
tions,  in  cafe  Great  Britain  ihould  ever  Jay   that  commer*:^ 
©pen  J  it  is  improbable  \\\at  fuch  a  cafe  will  happen,  as  all  i*^'- 
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Eoropdan  nations  which  carry  on  a  trkde  14  {h6  E^ftV  ^^^ 
found  it  advifable  to  do  it  through  the  tAeiit&n  Of  a  cOm-* 
pany,  and  therefore  it  does  not  feem*  very  nee^fSiry  yuft  now 
to  bind  Ireland  to  any  conditions  on  fuch  a  tbrttH/igistity  t^lL<' 
ing  place,  efpeeially  as  the  Irlfh  Pdrliainehfy'  by  Mt  tcAltfh-t 
ing  on  the  fubjefl  in  thdir  ori^itia)  propdfitions,  BaV^  pbfn^ 
ly  indicated  their  unwilliogneis  to  enter  upoci  ir.  With  ft^ 
gard  to  the  Eaft-India  trade  during  the  fuMfteticd  of  the  pft^ 
fent  charter,  it  is  held,  that  the  Irift  ar^-eqdafi/'dotnpfe^  ^ 

hended  with  the  fuhjefls  of  GrcA  Bfitdin,  in  the  fcfftfaiint 
agatnfi  trading  between  (he  Serei^fs  of  Miig^\Hti  and  thfl 
(Jape  of  Good  Hope,  but  upon  the  etpiration  of  tlr^chjirter 
they  will  be  at  liberty  to  purchafe  £a(l-*India  goods  Whefevef 
they  pleafe,  and  tonleqaently  ha^e  a  very  Valuable  fufbjtfd  *irf 
their  Rand^  to  treat  upon ;  the  Irifli  Parlttfrnent  Will  theh*,  no' 
doubt,  (hew  every  fair  attention  to  the  vi^Ws  artd  in^reft  of 
Great  Britain ;  but  what  a  facriiiceafe  they*,  under  tbis  reio- 
lation,  called  upon  to  make?  to  renounce  all  intercfourfe  fat 
ever  With  one  half  of  the  globe.  HoW  many  n*W  Ibufccfs  of 
trade  may  be  difcovefed  Within  thefe  extenfive  hmits,  of 
which  we  debar  them  the  ufe  for  evet  by  thd  Arc*ef  <rf  rf  pen, 
without  any  rational  motive  for  excluding  our  fellow^  fubjedts 
from  a  chance  in  that  commercial  lottery'  Which  \i  op^rt  to 
evefy^  other  people  upoft  eirrh.  To  a  nation  w'ith  fo  fmall 
a  capital  and  fo  very  inconfidei^bl^  a  ftock  ol  /hipping^ 
foch  a  fjpecuiatioii  would  pro&nbly  pfove  very  miichrevoui 
under  hef  prefent  circumflamies;  But  thofe  circum'flancei  may 
hereafter  fo  far  change,  as  to  make  Irehmd  r^ret  thei  havlnjj 
aflentatto  fo  fevere  and  fomreaUed-fof  ^  reft /Id  iM,  35  th^ 
prefent  refolution  purports  to  impoit^^  and  the  plaice  held  6ut 
to  her  as  a  temptation  to  fnbmit  to-  it,  k  founded  on  tfbib- 
iute  decepcioi^  is  no  India  /hips  will  ever  b^  fufteted  by  iha 
Company  to  go  out  of  their  courfe^  ami  poffibl^  lofb  thfAt 
paflage,  to  touch  in  the  Iiiih  pdrts.  The  CoiWpatty  does 
not  viibual  their  own  Aips,  bat  employs  coiVtra^orS'  tO"  db 
fo, -who  fnrmfti  them  with  Engliftr  prbvifiote;  and  if  Irifll 
hnens^  or  other  articles  are  watited'  for  privato  tr;ldti;  they 
may  be  had  in  England  as  cheap  as  id  lre1<md,  aftdconfe- 
cjiiently  no  alteration  is  to  be  expcdled  in  the  vtd^t  cOoile^ 
wliich  the  ootward-^boond  Indiaincn  hfive  hitherto  tafcen.  la 
the  cafe  of  th^  Indian  commerce  being  I'inddp^',  thcf  Hoofe 
c>f  Commons'  had  fuggofted  to  Irfefarid  their  wifllte^  that  the 
Eaft-India  importations  n^ight  be* rftiide^ from  the^faftie  coun-t- 
tries  as  thofe  ofGreat.Britain*;  hvti  tbe  at*6ii*dilfcne  of  thf 
Lords,  by  confining  the  Irifh  to  xtcAve  thewftertfr  foreign' of 
iJriiilli  fettlemcnts.in-the  Eaff  Indtef,  willpiWeKtth^^r  im» 
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l>0rtiitions  of  tea,  or  other  Eaft-InJi  a  goods,  in  every  po&ble 
cafe,  from  zoy  nation  in  Europe,  which  ParliameDt  have 
often  found  it  necelTary  to  admit,  and  therefore  will  make  a 
great  eventual  difierence  in  the  fituation  of  the  two  king- 
doms. As  it  fubjedls  Ireland  atfo  to  fimilar  duties  wiib 
Great  Britain,  it  is  liable  to  the  fame  ohjedion,  as  manr 
other  articles  of  the  treaty^  of  propofing  to  legtflate  for  Ire- 
land, and  particularly  if  this  kingdom  fhould  think  £t  ta 
revive  the  high  duties  on  tea,  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  very 
.  opprefllve  application  of  the  doArine  contained  in  the  fourth 
and  fifth  refolutions ;.  to  which  the  noble  Lord  faid^  he  bad 
already  obje£led,  but  WQuld  (hortly  reflate  his  ohjeSions  to 
the  Houfe.  He  never  had  confidered  them  as  forcibly  re^ 
fuming  the  right  to  legiflate  for  Ireland,  k  is  an  attempt  to 
recover  a  large  fhare  of  that  right,  by  negociatioi>  with  the 
parliament  of  Ireland.  The  fourth  refolution  propofes  to 
Ireland,  to  bmd  her  public  faith  to  adopt  fuch  laws  as  have 
previouily  been  pafled  in  the  Britifli  Parliament,  provided thev 
anfwerto  the  defcription  given  in  the  refolution;  thcponcy 
of  thefe  laws  can  never  be  entered  into  by  Ireland^  the  only 
fubje£l  on  which  ihecan  deliberate  i&,  whether  tbey  purport 
to  confer  equal  benefits,  and  impofe  equal  reftratnts,  in  which 
cafe  the  treaty  muft  of  neceflity  attach  upon  them.  For  his 
part,  he  faid^  he  confidered  this  propofal  as  impolitic  as  ^ell 
^s  unneceflary,  becaufe  Ireland  has  recognized,  in  the  pream- 
ble to  ooe  of  her  flatutes,  the  propriety  of  having  fimihr 
laws  of  trade  and  navigation*.  An  independent  country  can- 
not give  a  (Ironger  fecurity  ;  for  if  (he  is  not  to  exercife  be; 
iudgement  on  each  feparate  pcopofition  as  it  is  tendered  to 
her,  how^can  her  legiflature  be  faid  to  be  free  ?  Beiides  the 
words  mutual'  benetit,  and  mutual  reftraint,  give  no  feco- 
rity ;  for  a  regulation  of  commerce,  purporting  to  be  equal, 
may  be  advantageous  to  a  rich  country,  and  ruinous  to  a 
poor  one,  and  the  purview  of  the  refolution  has  a  wide  range- 
it  is  not  confined  to  the  Ample  cafe  of  fecuring  exclufire  pri- 
vileges tq  Britiih  and  Irifli  /hipping,  but  includes  everv  pof- 
fible  regulation  of  trade,  even  in  thofe  inftances  where  the 
fan£lions  are  internal,  and  nauft  depend  for  their  execution 
on  Irifli  Courts,  and  on  Irifli  juries.  He  faid,  thathefiir 
•no  middle  term  between  the  perfedl  independence  of  Ireland 
arid  the  incorporation  of  her  legiflature  into  this,  and  that  an 
union  appeared  to  him  to  be  lets  exceptionable,  even  on  ln& 
principles,  than  the  mutilation  of  her  powers  intbemanoer 
prppofed ;  as,  in  the  one  cafe,  ihe  muft  retain  a  large  ihare  of 
influence  in  the  councils  of  the  empife;  in  the  other,  her 
coofent  is  as' a  matter  of  courfe,    She  may  rndbed  r^efi  it; 
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but  if  ihel,accepts  this  refolution,  fhe  ftipulates  never  to  fe- 
jcft  what  we  may  think  fit  to  require.     He  farther  ohfcrved,- 
that  a  limtlarity  of  duties  makes  a  part  of  this  arrangement^' 
and  that  the  exports,  as  well  as  imports  of  Ireland  from  the- 
Weft  Indies,  and  even  the  United  States,  though  they  now' 
£c>rm  a  branch  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Ireland,  are  to  be  loaded 
with  the  fame  burdens  as  thofe  of  Great  Britain.    Can  Ire-* 
land  ever  hope  for  a  Weft-India  trade  on  this  footing?    She> 
has  a  final!  ftook  of  ihipping,  fmall  capitiU»  and  the  long-. 
eflabUHied  correifondencies  of  Great  Britain,  to  prevent  her. 
making 4arge  importations,  but  for  k^r  own  confumption. 
Why  ihould  we  wifti  to  put  her  in  a  wprfe  lituatiou  than- 
£txe  now  ftands  in,  by  taking  from  her  the  option  of  import- 
ing through  Great  Britain,  at  the  low  -duties,  which  now  de-      , 
pends  folely  on  herfelf  ?    Under  this  arrangement  we  aflume. 
the  power  of  fixing  at  our  pleafure  the  amount  to  be*paid  on, 
the  n)oft  produ&ive  branches  of  the  Irifh  revenue,  and  of 
perpetuatinjg  her  additional  duties,  which  now  depends  on  the 
free  will  ofner  Parliament,  and  on  which  their  fecurity  for 
frequent  fei&ons  principally  refts.     Suppofe  that  we  ihould. 
take,  off  the  drawback  on  the  falted  proviHons  exported  from 
hence  to  the  Weft  Indies,  00  the  principle,  that  the  tax  will, 
fall  only  on  the  confumption  of  our  own  iilands,:     Ireland, 
notorioufly  in  tbepofleffion  of  that  trade,  muft  impofe  a  cor- 
refponding'burden  on  her  beef  and  butter,  or  declare  the, 
treaty  to  be  at  an  end.     Astp  her  imports,  it  is  unneceflary 
to  prove  that  (he  cannot  bear  the  Britifti  duties,  and  the  pro-, 
bable  increafe  of  them  on  rum  and  fugar.     The  part  of  the 
globe  to  which  Ireland  naturally  looks  for  a  vent  of  her  pro-- 
duce,  and  the  extenflon  of  her  commerce,  is  America;  but 
under  the  fixteenth  refolution,  we  iifTume  the  control  over 
her  exports  to  that  continent,  by  the  power  of  regulating  her 
import  duties  on  every  article  which  is,  or  may  hereafter  be 
produced  in  the  Weft-India  iflands,  comprehending  rum,  to- 
bacco, and  various  materials  of  mnnufadlure.    Under  fucK  a 
fyftem  of  uncertainty  on  one  fide,    and  reftriflron  on  the 
other,  without  the  power  of  granting  a  bounty  on  Ker  infant 
manufadtures  but  by  the  con fent  of  Great  Britain,  will  not 
Ireland  lofe  all  encouragement  to  embark  in  new  fpeculatipns 
of  commerce,  and  foon  become  fenfibletbat  her  fituation,  in- 
ftead  of  being  improved,  is  rendered  worfe  by  the  grant  of  a 
Weft-India  trade,  on  account  of  the  many  various^onditions  ' 
with  which  it  is  accompanied? 

The  noble  Lord  faid  he  had  always  regretted  that  the ' 
twentieth  refolution  made  any  part  of  the  propofed  treaty,  as 
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it  Qiabaffnifled  both  cowtrw  in  the  comntrcNd  adjuftitient 
and  the  fmalliiefs  of  tke  objoft  made  it  of  oo  mamcst^ 
except  to  thofe  who  wifh  to  abuie  fonaer  lettlemaBCi 
with  Ireland,  btcaofe  no  fadi  gnmt  was  annexed  to  tSfteoi. 
He  faid  that  only  two  methoch  occurred  of  ticatii^  with 
Ireland,  the  one  is  to  trnft  to  her  known  ^^enerofity  and 
friendfblpy  the  other  is  to  make  a  clofe  bargain  whicJi  ftie 
cannot  fet  afide.  In  the  prefent  inftance  we  have  done 
neither,  hot  have  adopted  a  middle  cotirie:  we  ftra^le 
pertinactottfiy  for  a  bond,  though  that  bond  only  inaphes 
diftruft,  and  confers  no  iecurity  whatever.  Wotild  any 
man  of  fenfe  ad  in  a  private  tranfadlion  on  the  iiuBe  prin- 
ciple which  he  here  recommends  to  the  adoption  of  cbe 
leg-rilature  t  We  fall  at  the  fame  time  into  another  incoft- 
fiftency;  we  abandon  the  principle  as  foon,  as  we  have 
eftabltlhed  it,  and  after  exacting  a  very  limited  affiftance 
fcom  Ireland,  in  time  of  peace,  we  truft  entirely  to  her 
generofity  in  time  of  war  when  we  want  afliftance  much 
more.  In  other  words,  we  invert  every  rule  of  policy, 
and  2&.  moft  ungracioufly  towards  one  kingdom  for  no 
purpofe  but  to  delyde  the  other,  with  the  e^pef^ation  of 
a  rev^i^e  which  we  know  can  never  be  realized^  The  noble 
Lord  fald,  that  in  another  vie^  he  dilapproyed  the  prefent 
refplution ;  if  any  claim  fubfifts  on  the  part  of  the  Ctowq 
to  t};ie  difpofal  ol'  this  furplus,  or  if  the  revenue  in  queftion 
is  already  appropriated  to  pnblic  ufes,  what  pretenQons  have 
we  to  interpofe  for  the  pi^rpofe  of  determ'miog  an  uniettled 
point  in  tjie  conftitution  of  Ireland?  Can  the  queflipn  c^ 
right  ever  coipe  before  us,  or  can  we  take  upon  onrielves  to 
decide  what  is  or  is  not  inherent  in  the  Crowo.  of  Ir^laxid^ 
We  laft  year,  without  either  meffage  or  recommendation 
from  His  Majefty,  thought  fit  to  make  a  new  appropriation 
of  ^(lates  actually  verted  in  the  Crown,  of  wl^ich  he  legally 
had  no  k^iovvled^e  till  it  was  tendered  for  His  Royal  aSbit. 
Let  us  i>ot  ext(end  the  principle  of  that  durefs  upon  the 
Crown  to  a  c^fJe  (o  Cnguhrly  circumfbmced,  and  fo  befrt 
viith  conflitutional  difficulties  as  the  prefent.  He  farther 
i;)id  that  the  queilion  had  b^n  argued  upon  grounds  which 
xbp  hiftory  of  the  hereditary  revenue,  a^id  the  accounts  upon 
tl^e  table  d^l^iy  contradi^.  Upon  what  fads  does  it  appear 
tp  be  thq  b^rompt^r  of  thp  public  profperity  of  Ii^and, 
when  that  kingdom  has  been  the  poore(l?  The  fiow  into 
t^^  rqvrpue  hsu  b^n  unufually  high.  Sincq  thp  peace  of 
V,^f\^  ity  oanuot  be  dsn\o^  that  Ireland  Im  gfiui^aUy  '»^- 
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treafed  in  opulence  and  in  commerce;    yet,  upon  every 
medium  of  feven  years,  (ince  that  period  to  the  prefent,  in^ 
ftead  of  growing  with  her  growth,  and  increafing  in  pro^ 
portion  to  her  wealth,  it  has  adiialiy  declined.     Even  the 
frtedom  given    to  her  trade  has  prodtsced  no  fiivoxjrabie 
variation  io  this  branch  of  her  revenue ;  but  whether  the 
produce  of  it  be  confiderable  or  not,  it  depends  fblely  on 
the  future  pleafure  of  the  Infh,  Parliamertt,  whether  any 
benefit  fhall  arife  from  it  to  the  general  purpofes  of  ti«»  ^ 
empire,  as  if  they  repent  of  the  grant,  they  can  make  a  pro- 
portionate redudlion  in  their  army  to  countervail  tfaieir  pay* 
ments  to  die  navy;  or  if  that  meafure  Aiould  appear  undr- 
firable,   as  a  produAive  year  is  ufually   ibHowed   by  an 
nnproduAive  one,  they  can  fo  arrange  the  payments  into 
the  Excheqtier,  as  to  pievent  an  exceeding  on  the  account' 
of  one  year.      Yet  to  get  at   this  miietahie   pittance  of 
revenue,   what  rute  of  propriety  have  we  not  infringed  > 
in  the  firft  phcc  we  have  altered  the  original  terms  of  a 
grant  of  money  f nam  .Ireland  j  the  tenth  refohition  as  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  was  not  coupted  with  the  others,  as  the  price' 
at  which  fhe  was  to  purchafe  an  enlargement  of  her  trade; 
the  idea  was  cautioufly  avoided,   and  it  w^as  tendered  as  9' 
gratuitous  gift,     it  provided,  at  the   fame  tim^   for  the. 
oecohomy  of  her  own  government,  as  admintftered  by  Britift. 
Minifters,  and  purported  to  equalize  the  expenditure  of  ire» 
fend  with  her  revenue^  which  was  feUowed  by  new  dutietr 
to  the  amount  of  r40,ooo  1.  a  yean     Of  this  \tc  havis^ 
thought  fit  to  take  no  notice  whatever,  and  have  proceedfed^^' 
on  the  fuppofitipn  of  this  grant,  though  we  have  rejc(!bcd  the 
condition  which  was  ftatod  as  eilbntial  to  it;,  and  we  ntror 
require  a  perpetual  bill  of  regiriktion  to  fecure  its  coHWHoir. 
The  noMe  I.ord  faid  he  had*  many  ohjedHons  to  this  oit 
Britifh  as  well  as  Iri/h  grounds;  if  the  participatrcm  of  thcr 
Britifh  market  was  a  wrong  conceffion,  no  fbm  of  morsfrr 
ought  to  tempt  us  to  part  with  it.     If  it  isr  right  in  ttfe!^ 
we  fliaH  be  abundantly  rewarded-  by  the  increafe  of  Irift: 
piofperity;  and  (hall  be  very  fare' of  thrfifteral  contribfr-. 
tions  to  the  general  purpofes  of  the  empitie,  but  th^lt  thB^ 
acceptance  of  this   furplus  may  be  conitdeyed'  as  a  frnaf 
price,  and  give  a  check  to  that  gcnerofity,.  as  well  as  bar 
the  equity  of  all  future  expe£lations,     Thr  noble  Lord  faid, 
that  he  held  himfelf  juftified*  in  flating  thofe  ofijeftion^i 
becaufe,  ftrange  as  it  is,  the  matters  imni6(Matt»ry  afSfling" 
Ireland}  have  not  yet  been  fiiboiitted^  ttr  her  pariiaitmnt, 
^and  therefore  every  Britifh  member  ir  to  judge- wbotherthes 
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terms  in  queflion  are  £t  to  be  offered  to  an  independent 
kingdom  or  not*  He  faid  he  hod  not  touched  on  tl)e  fup- 
pofed  compenfation  to  Ireland  for  all  the  real  lacrifices  he  had 
mentioned,  by  the  privilege  of  fending  her  manufadures  to 
this  market,  becaufe,  under  the  condition  annexed  to  the 
privilege,  the  Irifti  do  not  believe  in  the  efficacy  of  the 
compenlation,  while  the  Britifh  tnanufa^hirers  regard  it 
with  horror.  The  condition  is  couched  in  terms  lb  per- 
plexed and  obfcure,  that  we  fhall  retain  the  power  of  ex- 
pounding them  hereafter  as  we  pleafe.  The  Irifli  propofal  to 
add  the  amount  of  the  duty  of  excife,  the  material  of  the 
manufaSure  to  the  port  duty^  is  a  fimple  idea,  and  admits 
of  an  eafy  calculation.  From  that  idea  we  have  departed, 
and  under  the  twdfth  refolution  we  retain  the  right  to  add 
fo  much  to  both  as  may  fubjeift  the  manuiaSures  of 
Ireland  on  importation  to  burdens  adequate  to  thofe  of 
Great  Britain*  In  the  firfl  place  it  may  be  alked,  why  this 
idea  was  never  communicated  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland, 
as  plain  dealing  is  the  beft  policy,  and  they  ought  to  have 
known  the  whole  of  what  we  intended*  The  anfwer  may 
poffibly  be,  that  it  never  was  thought  of,  but  the  confe- 
^uence  clearly  is,  that  Ireland  will  make  palpable  facrifices 
of  her  iiiterefl,  which  cannot  afterwards  be  explained  away, 
to  purchafe  problematical  advantages^  depending  on  fuch  a 
latitude  of  interpretation,  that  though  flie  finds  herfelf  baulked 
in  every  expe£lation,  {he  cannot  nx  upon  any  breach  of  the 
engagement*  What  is  the  precife  meaning  of  a  duty  ade- 
quate to  countervail  the  burdtns  impofed  on  a  mann&c- 
ture?  Isthe  diminution  of  capital  occcafioned  by  the  advanced 
duty  in  the  early  ftage  of  it  to  be  comprehended,  or  the 
feco^dary  articles  of  coal,  oil,  iron,  foap,  &c*  which  make 
a,  part  of  almoft  every  manufadiure?  The  difficulty  is  to 
fix  the  data  on  which  to  begin  the  calculation.  Whta 
the  data  are  fettled,  computers  may  include  the  miDuteA 
objefls.  The  roanufacSlurers  of  glafs,  and  of  leather,  have 
told  us,  tliat.the  difficulties  are  infunxK>untable  in  their 
branches  of  bufinefs*  Their  reafons  are  in  every  body  s 
bands,  and  it  is  unneceflary  to  repeat  them*  It  forms  a 
^rong  prefumption  in  favour  of  their  judgement,  that  the 
fyflem  in  queftion  has  never  been  tried,  and  therefore  its 
operation  mull  be  conjeftural.  It  applies  not  only  to  every 
poffible  branch  of  intercourfe  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
but  to  every  feparate  article  in  each  to  be  grounded  on  a 
diilinft^principle  of  calculation*  The  countervailing  duty, 
which  applies  to  a  pair  of  Iriih  fhbes,  will  not  affifi  the 
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calculation  with  regard  to  an  Irifli  faddle.  One  obferva* 
tion  applies  to  every  cafe — If  it  is  placed  too  low,  jt  will 
give  no  fecurity  to  our  manufa<^urers;  if  it  is  placed  too 
high,  we  ihall  keep  no  faith  with  Ireland.  To  afcertain  the 
medium,  is  a  matter  of  infinite  difficulty,  and  endlefs  con- 
tToverfy  muft  be  the  refult;  but  fuppohng  it  once  fixed  in 
every. article  that  can  pafs  between  the  two  kingdoms,  the 
embarraf&nent  is  only  removed  for  a  time — new  taxes  will 
call  for  new  countervailing  duties,  aiid  no  rats  is  eftablifhed 
at  which  the  progreffion  is  to  go  on. — How  is  that  to  be 
fixed  ?— Thcfignature  of  the  treaty  is  not,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
ordinary  contrafts,  the  term,  but  the  commencement  of 
difputes— What  one  Parliament  fays  is  a  fufficient  counter* 
vailing  duty  in  a  given  cafe,  the  other  may  happen  to  deny ; 
the  merchants  and  manufaAurers  on  each  lide  will  inter- 
fere, the  pride  of  competition  will  join  itfelf  to  the  rivalfliip 
of  intereft.  The  letter  of  the  trdaty  will  be  appealed  to  by 
one  party,  and  the  fpirit  of  it  by  the  other.  The  multitude 
in  both  kingdoms  will  catch  the  flame — between  equal  and 
co-ordinate  bodies  who  is  to  arbitrate,  lefta  fingle  embar- 
Toflment  fhould  arife  about  a  protefting  duty  laid  in  Ireland 
- — you  will  plunge  into  ten  thoufand  errors,  by  adopting  a 
fyftem  of  countervailing  duties  unknown  and  unpraftifed — 
you  provoke  and  encourage  difficulties,  on  the  vain  expec- 
tation of  (hewing  your  wifdom  m  removing  them.  Who- 
ever remembers  the  agitation  of  men's  ininds  in  .  Ireland  on 
the  fubjeft  of  the  fugar  duties,  may  form  forae  conjecture 
of  the  confequcnces  to  be  expefted  if  this  fyftem  takes  place, 
i — Upon  the  whole,  are  we  warranted  to  change  the  com- 
mercial fituation  of  both  kingdoms,  on  the  fcanty  infornia-. 
tion,  or  on  the  vague  fuggeftions  which  have  been  fub- 
mitted  to  us?  Shall  we  ftrike  a  blow  ip  the  dark  fo  irreme- 
diable in  its^  confequences,  as  this  fyftem  is  defcribed  to  be 
by  thofe  who  are  to  be  the  moft  affe6led  by  it  ?  If  we  are 
not  fufe  that  it  is  right,  it  becomes  both  kingdoms  to  ponder 
and  deliberate— delay  has  pointed  out  many  errors,  and  thofe 
errors  have  been  correfted ;  the  fame,  or  perhaps  more  ad- 
vantage may  be  derived  from  fiirther  deliberation;  and, 
therefore,  the  noble  Lord  faid  he  ihould  dilagree  to  the 
addrefs. 

Mr.  Jenhtnjhn  faid,   though  fo  mucli  had  been  £iid  by  Jf"^  T^'n- 
him  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  refolutions  on  former  occafions,  ^^^"^ 
yet  fome  things  had  falleri  from  the  noble  Lord,  that  ap- 
peared fo  extraordinary,  that  he  muft  make  a  few  remarks 
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fun  them.  And  firft,  he  was  forpriM  to  luair  the  noble 
Lord  fay,  tliat  tke  origiimi  propofiftons  tllsit  hid  been  fent 
over  from  tbe  PsH-Iiament  of  Ireland^  had  been  rqeded. 
The  faA  was  diie£ily  the  reverfe.  Tto  original  piopdkiom 
had  not  beta  rqeded, .  but  had  been  voted  in  the  fliape  of 
refoluttons,  that  had  been  modified  and  attended,  M  the  wif« 
don\  of  the  two  Houies  ot  the  Parlisrtnccit  of  Great  Britain, 
had  thought  the  (afety  of  their  revenue,  and  tbe  pBeferration 
of  their  inanufadtures  r^uired;  and^the  Hoofe  w»  ac  tfw 
moment  in  the  a£l  of  preparing^  to  fend  thof?  refolotioni  co 
Ireland^  in  order  to  fubinit  them,  fo  amended,  to  the  ParKa- 
•  ment  of  that  kingdom.  The  noble  Lord  al&  h:^d  deniri, 
that  any  proof  had  been  given  of  there  being  any  neceffity 
of  coming  to  a  fyftem  of  commercial  arrangomant  wits 
Ireland,  and  had  contented,  that  no  fucb  necei&fy  exiiU. 
In  anfwer  to  this,  he  fkould  think  it  Aificient'  K>  rdfer  the 
noble  Lord  to  the  ftate  of  the  two  counfries,  as  an  ampte 
proof  of  the  neceffity,  had  he  no  better  authority  toadvcit 
10 ;  hut  he  was  furniflied  with  tbe  beft  authority,  the  an- 
thoricy  of  that  Houfe ;  and  here,  he  faid,  he  muft  agaitf  rtitf 
to  the  refoluation  of  May  17,  178a,  wherein  it  wac  declared, 
*<  That  it  was  indifpeniabie  tm  the^inteieft  and  happinei'sot 
<*  both  kingdoms,  that  the  connexion  between  them  {beoid 
*^  he  cdabliihed  by  mutual  conient,  upon  a  folid  and  per- 
<<  a>unent  footing.  He  was  aware  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  oppoute  to  him  had  aflerted,  that  the  rdlblution 
bad  no  reference  to  a  commercial  arrangement)  and  thai  it 
related  merefy  to  a  political  one.  He  never^  he  decbrew 
attended  to  hear  what  was  faid  in  another  place ;  but  he  had 
read  in  a  news- paper,  that  a  great  ajithority,  who  had  ut 
in  ti^c  Cabinet  when  that  refolution  had  been  moved,  bad 
declared  it  did  mean  a  commercial  arrangement.  For  b>$ 
part,  he  could  not  think  it  poflible  for  thofe  who  fracBfti 
the  refolution,  to  have  had  any  arrangement  in  their  ootn- 
templation,  but  a  commercial  oney  and  if  it  did  not  mnn 
that,  he  wiflied  the  authors  of  it  would  have  been  fo  good  » 
fo  have  declared  what  it  did  mean.  Exclufive  of  that  refold* 
tion,  however,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  had  caRed  for  kcl 
an  arrangement  more  than  once,  and  had  impofed  profefiin^ 
duties  as  ilated'  in  thediiierent  inllances  qf  wire,  beer,  ao^i 
refined  fugars,  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  the  Commtftee  of 
Prfv  y  Counc  i  I,  in  regard  to  every  one  of  which  the  noble  Lord  j 
argument  had  been  totally  ill  founded,  and  his  d^odio'^i 
had  confequfTTtly  been  erroneous  and  faHfe.  Mr.  Jenkinlin 
here  fta<€d  what  the  real  cafe  was  in  regard  tabeer^  to  wifv. 
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and  to  refined  fugars.  With  regard  to  the  firft^  he  faid,  it  was 
true  the  duty  had  been  fince  repealed,  but  it  had  exifted  at 
the  time  the  Report  had  been  drawn.  With  regard  to  beer, 
fo  high  a  duty  had  been  laid  upon  it,  that  it  operated  as  an 
a£tual  prohibition,  and  the  fame  was  the  cafe  wit^  regard  to 
refined  fugars,  refpe&ing  which  the  duty  was  as  high  as 
feven  ihillings  and  three-pence  the  Cwt.  Having  explained  inis 
at  ibme  length,  he  proceeded  to  difcufs  the'  other  arguments 
of  the  noble  Lord,  and  to  reafon  upon  what  was  the  wifeft 
mothod  of  carrying  into  etEc&,  a  plan  of  arrangement  with 
Ireland,  fuch  ^s  fliould  meet  that  neceflity,  which  he  had 
proved  to  exift.  There  were,  he  faid,  but  two  modes  of 
doing  this,  jthat  he  had  cve^  heard  or  read  of.  The  one  was, 
by  taking  off  all  duties,  ana  thus  enabling  both  countries  to 
carry  on  a  free  commercial  intercourfe.-  The  other,  by  im- 
pofing  mutual  moderate  duties.  To  the  firft  of  the  two, 
he  owned,  he  was  the  more  inclined  to  lean,  as  that 
which  was  the  moft  fit  to  exift  between  two  fitter 
kingdoms  with  one  common  Sovereign  at  the  head  of 
both  of  them,  but  with  independent  legiflatures.  When 
any  man  turned  his  attention  to  the  ftate  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  ftate  of  Ireland, .  when  any  man  cpnfidered  the 
iituation  of  our  manufactures,  the  fums  their  inftitution  had 
coft,  the  taxes  the  manufadlurers  had  paid,  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  them,  and  the  critical  condition  of  our  national 
affairs,  they  would  fee  that  a  free  intercoufe  could  not  be 
afforded  by  the  country.  Having  ftated  this,  he  reafoned  on 
the  other  mode,  that  of  regulating  the  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ii^eland  by  moderate  and  mutual  duties.  This, 
he  faid,  was  adopted  in  the  prefent  plan,  and  thus  a  duty  of 
ten  and  an  half  per  cent,  had  been  the  ^iven  quantum  of  duty. 
He  reafoned  upon  the  good  end  and  aim  of  fuch  a  duty,  and 
upon  its  different  effefts  in  different  cafes.  He  inftanced  the 
duty  on  foreign  iron  as  one  reafon  out  of  many  that  might 
be  adduced  to  fheWy  that  it  was  impoffihle  for  this  country 
to  open  an  intercourfe  with  Ireland  ffee  of  all  duty.  Foreign 
iron,  he  faid,  paid  fo  high  a  duty;  in  order  to  prote<5t  our 
own  raw  material,  and  to  give  Britifti  Iron  a  chance  of 
confumption.  The  policy  was  certainly  a  wife  one,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  expedient  to  drop  it.  He  treated  farther 
on  the  fubje<ft  ot  the  manufa^ures  of  Great  Britain,  and 
faid^  he  thought  the  manufadlurers  that  had  been  examined, 
were  men  of  refpeflable  chara£ters,  and  that  they  had  a£ted 
very  laudably  in  the  zeal  they  had  manlfefted  on  the  occafion, 
and  the  anxiety  and  alarm  they  had  expr?flcd,  left  their  ma- 
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nufa£^ure$  ihould  be  injured  ^y  the  operation  ahd  €^A  of 
the  refolutidns ;  but  inclined  as  he  was  tb  think  Weft  of 
their  condu£b,  that  Houfe  as  a  Icgillative  body,  with  a  capital 
and  ao  important  confideration  before  theiti,  in  ^hich  the 

Eolitical  and  the  commercial  interefts  of  tlie  empire  were 
Mnded  and  deeply  involved,  oueht  to  a£l  ^ith  an  equal 
degree  of  firmnefs  and  caution ;  they  ought  to  be  direfled 
by  their  own  judgements^  formed  upon  a  view  of  the  whole 
of  the  cafe,  without  giving  up  their  opihions  to  others,*  and 
either  blindly  relying  on  the  prejudices  of  manufa£tiiters» 
naturally  addicted  to  look  at  that  fide  of  the  qdeftion  €>r>lj 
that  mou  concerned  therr  own  individual  interefts,  or  timidty 
giving  way  to  the  loud  voice  of  clamour,  arifing  from  artful 
excitement  and  delufioHf  or  from  a  complete  ignorance  of 
the  true  tendency  of  the  ptan  in  agitation.  That  the  roann* 
fa£turers  of  this  country  would  in  Ibme  degree  be  aflefiei 
liy  the  fvflem  in  queftion,  he  had  no  fcruple  to  fay,  was  in 
his  opinion  probable.  The  lower  and  inferior  forts  of  mana- 
fa£kures  of  iron,  for  infianccj  might,  and  pofibiy  the  filk 
manufa£lure ;  but  that  was  a,  matter  that  did  not  weigh 
greatly  on  his  mind,  becauie  in  all  manufafttfres  that  regarded 
the  clothing  of  the  country,  there  was  conftantly  a  riTal- 
ihip  and  an  emulation,  and  that  of  filk  was,  perhaps  the 
leafl  important  of  any  ;  befides,  it  was  not  Fikely  that  a 
manufacture  worn  by  fo  few,  and  that  depended  lo  much 
on  fuperior  tafte  and  delicacay,  fhouU  leave  the  capital.  He 
entered  into  a  difcuilion  of  the  nature  of  manufadures  in 

i general,    and   contended,  th^t  in   procefs  of  time,   tnanu- 
adures  would  ihift  to  that  country  where  they  conid  beft  be 
^       carried  on  to  advantage.     He  faid,  individuals,  as  (hey  gr^w 
wealthy,  traded  in  that  iingle  line  of  commerce  that  they  no* 
derflood  befl,  and  found  they  were  molt  fit  for.     The  cafe 
of  individuals,  in  this  point  of  view,  and  the  cafe'of  king* 
doms,  were  perfe<^ly  applicable ;  thus  in  time  Ireland  wouM 
carry  on  fuch  wanufat&ures  as  befl  fi^it;^  hef,  and  fuch  as 
beil  futted  Great  Britaia  would  remain  with  us;  and  while 
the  interefts  of  the  two  kingdoms  were  oAutoaK  and  the  pro- 
fperity  of  Ireland  added  to  the  ftrength,  the  powei",  and  the 
glory  of  the  empire,   it   mattered   not   #here  the   mann- 
faAures  were  carried  on.     He  ftated,  that  we  hdd  already 
loil  the  coarfe  iron  manufactory,  which  Flanders  and  Liege 
had  fome  time  fince  got  from  us:   it  w^s  therefore  woiSi 
our  while  to  encourage  Ireland   to  profecute  that  mani>- 
failure,  in  order  that  we  might  buy  of  her  inflcad  of 
.  foreigners*     Having  fiated  tliis  very  fully,  and  Odd  that 
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if  Irehnd  £houId  ever  arrive  at  fuch  perfedlion  in  her 
iron  itianufaiSlur^  as  to  al)Jnclon  the  coarfe  manufadure, 
£hfi  muil  then  adopt  pur  policy^  and  lay  a  duty  equally 
heavy  on  the  importation  of  foieign  iron,  he  went  into 
a  confideration  of  the  fourth  refolution,  which  he  de« 
clared  related  folely  to  commerce,  and  not  to  legiflation. 
It  was  a  commercial  condition;  and  to  be  confidered  as  the 
condition  of  ~a  treaty  between  twp  independent  legiflatures, 
in  like  manner  as  any  condition  in  a  treaty  between  two 
independent  ftates  was  to  be  regarded.  Hut  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  oppoiite  to  him  [\lr.  Fox]  hkd  faid»  who  ever 
heard  of  a  condition  in  a  treaty  between  two  sndq>endent 
Princes  of  an  indefinite  nature?  In  anfwer  to  that  he  muft 
obferve,  that  it  was  definite  as  to  its  objeft,  and  in  every 
other  point  of  view  as  definite  as  the  nature  and  circum- 
ilances  of  the  cafe  would  allow.  The  whole  fyfiem  contained 
in  the  refolutions  was  a  treatv  for  admitting  Ireland  to  a 
participation  of  our  commercial  advantages^  and  the  fourth 
l-efolution  iiras  the  condition  of  the  compa<Sl;  and  what 
was  the  condition  ?  nothing  more  than  that  Ireland  fliould 
co|;ifent  to  the  fame  laws  and  the  fame  regulations  in  point 
of  navigation  and  commerce  that  we  were  bound  by  our- 
felves.  Would  any  reafonable  man  fay,  that  was  legiflating 
for  Ireland?  Would  any  reafonable  man  fay,  candidly  con* 
lid«ring  the  true  meanmg  of  the  condition,  that  it  ought 
to  be  conftrued  into  an  attempt  to  refume  that  independence 
conceded  .to  Ireland  in  1782,  and  which  once  conceded,  it 
would^bf  the  heighth  of  abfurdity,  as  well  as  injuftice,  to 
attempt  to  refume  ?  He  was  perfuaded,  however  men's  minds 
might  be  inflamed  againft  it  for  the  prefent,  when  the  Parlia- 
inent  of  Ireland  conlidered  it  coolly,  when  it  had  been  difcuded 
fairly,  ^nd  was  fully  undecftood,  there  would  not  be  a  man 
in  his  fober  fenfes  in  Ireland,  who  would  contend,  that  it 
was,  an  unfair,  or  an  unreafonable  condition  on  the  p^rt  of 
the  jParliament  of  Great  Britain  to  make,  or  a  radi  or  an  im- 

f  roper  condition  for  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  accede  to. 
t  was,  however,  fuch  a  condition,  as  Ireland  had  it  in  her 
option  to  accept  or  reje6t.  She  was  to  be  determined  by 
herfelf,  and  h.e  bad  little  doubt  of  her  deciding  wifely.  With 
regard  to  the  conilitutibnai  queilion  which  had  been  fiarted 
on  the  .fubjefSl,  l^e  wifli^d  to  ffate  his  fentiraents  ; — Much 
had  bieen  faid  of  the  navi|;ation  laws ;  thefe  were  to  be  con« 
^d^red  JiQt  as  legal  monopolies  of  trade,  but  of  feamen,  on 
yrhofe  g;^)lantry  and  exertions  the  falvation  of  this  country 
^fpipnfl^*   ^bP  prefent  fyflem  was,  however,  intended  to  en* 
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imp^feil  on  every  article  both  of  cpofumption  and  coauncrce : 
that  un4er  thefe  circumftances  the  p«ii>lic  cie^it  and  polittcdl 
exiftence  of  tlia  kisg^oni  depended  oq  a  coniplex  fyfiem  ci 
revenue : — '^h^t  tbis  fyftem  could  be  proved  oaly  by  Arift 
ceguJatioDs  .of  port  dpties  and  internal  exciies.     Here,  then, 
there  arofe  a  oftoeflitv  that  every  participation  of  the  duties, 
exportea  on  that  tracie,  and  chat  again  conid  only  be  guardeJ 
by  participating  the  cdmrnarcial  regulntions,  the  exifienceof 
which  would  be  both  imperfeA  and  precarious,  if  left  to  the 
ijatperate  difcretion  of  feperate  and  co<ordinate  leg;iflacores. 
'IliUBy  then,  there  was  a  r^ular  pro^eifi.Qn  of  the  ieveral  in- 
cidents of  the  prefent  negociation;  an  union  of  commerce 
led  to  an  union  of  taxation  and  regulation ;  which  cooUofilT 
be  procured  by  an  union  of  commerciid^lflgiilation.  I(  there- 
iore,  the  treaty  waa  to  go  forward,  be  would  freely  confet^ 
4j>at  he  difiered  totally  from  his  noUe  friend,  who  feeoied  To 
cameftly  to  regret  tbe  infertion  of  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  fix* 
teenth  propoGtions :  he  had  heard  with  pleafare,  the  words 
of  the  intended  addrefs,  which  ftated  thofe  propoGtions  as 
^  conditions  oeceflary  to  the  exiftence  and  duration  of  the 
**  plan."    In  this  tnethod  of  appreciating  the  bufine6,  he 
would  confer,  liiat  he  differed  from  others  who  extended 
theu*  cottGderatiOn  fofar,  as  to  profe^  m  impartial  attention 
%o  the  interefts  of  both  kingdops.    Ju  great  dUcuffions  of 
llie  general  and  joint  interefts. of  the  eoipiie,  becquld  purfue 
the  ume  fen):iment ;,  be  could  go  ^cthcy-,  and  couId^cordiaUv 
iisek  the  advancemeiiC  of  Ireland,  in  all  matters  unconneAeti 
with  the  immediate  Jnterefts  of  <Gfegt  Britain.     But  in  the 
prefent  iwaty,  he  left  the  afiairs  of  Iceland  to  her  own  mana- 
gers ;  and  no  nation  could  have  abler  or  better  nunagers ; 
and  hemufi  confidar  himfelf  as  one  of  the  agents  for  the  Br*- 
tilli  manufafturers,  and  jbr  th^  landed  interefts  and  ftoci- 
bolders  of  the  kingdom ;  and  he  could  add,  that,  in  everr 
cafe  where  thofe  immediate  ohjeAs  of  his  parliameDtary  tnm 
were  not  oppofed  to  the  wiibes  of  Ireland,  no  naan  could  be 
more  difpofed  than  himfblf  to  aft  with  faimefs  and  with  zeal 
as  agent  alfo  for  the  interefts  of  the  fifter  country.     In  nam- 
ing the  monufafturers,  Mr.  £den  added,  and  defcanted  mudi 
on  the  benefits,  refulting  in  the  prefent  buGnefs  fropi  tbeir 
interpofitiont    It  had  given  time. for  underftaiyling  the  ball* 
nefs,  which  would Qtlier wife bwvebeen  precipitated^  be  would 
acknowledge,  :thattbe  lights  and  infonpation  obtained  frocn 
thofe  excellent  add  refpeftable  members  of  the  coaunanitj, 
had  been  the  occaGon  of  introducing  into  the  propoGtions, 
fnany  articles  of  high  and  folid  ^van^e  to  ihi$.coo0try,  i 
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of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  be  hoped  tb6  treaty  then  under 
confideration  would,  in  feme  degree-  at  leaft^  lead  either 
through  the  m^ans  of  the  priefent»  or  of  fofne  ^other  refo** 
lutions^  to  the  fame  happinefs,  and  produce  the  Osime  falutarjr 
efFeds-  conceiving,  as  he  did,  that  it  might  be  attend  witn 
confequences  fo  defirable,  and  being  of  opinion  that  the 
addrefs  moved  by  his  honourable  friend,  by  thefolemnafluranoe 
it  convjeyed  of  the  Britiih  Parliament  having  no  intention  to 
refume  the  independence  of  the  l^iflature  of  Ireland,  might 
tend  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  people  of  th^t  country^ 
to  quiet  their  alarms,  and  to  remove  all  doubt  and  uneau* 
nefs,  he  fhould  certainly  give  it  his  fupport. 

Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  he  mfe  chiefly  to  take  fome  notice  of  that  ig^^  'g^^^ 
part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  prefumed  fpeech 
which  the  intereft  of  particular  roanufa£tdres  in  this  kingdom 
ought,  in  many  poiBble  cafes,  to  be  facrificed  to  important 
objeAs  of  ilate.    It  was  very  true,  that  in  abfira£k  theories 
of  trade  and  commerce,  each  individual  of  a.  community 
ought  to  be  confined  to  whatever  exertions  of  his  talents  can 
be  made  with  mod  advantage;  and  that  what  is  true  in  this 
rerpe£t,  with  regard  to  individuals,  is  alfo  true  as  to  com- 
munities and  nationr;  but  he  had  repeatedly  remarked  and 
regretted,  that  both  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  others 
were  apt,  in  their  partiality  and  zeal  for  their  own  proje6l, 
to  forget  the  difierence  in  the  relative  fituation  of  the  two 
kingdoms*      If  that  difierenee  had  not  exifted,  he  trufied 
that  neither  he  nor  th<)fe  with  whom  he  afted  would  ever 
have  doubted,  as  to  the  expediency  of  making  the  com- 
munication of  commercial  advantages  between,  the  people 
of  Ireland  and  of  Great  Britain  as  free  as  the  air  which  they 
breathed.    It  was  eafy  to  make  plauiible  fpeeches  upon  com- 
mercial fubjefls  replete  with  philanthropy  and  liberality;. 
but,  if  thofe  fpeeches  were  to  be  the  ground- work  of  laws, 
and  to  influence  the  profperity  of  millions,  it  was  furely 
right  to  look  a  little  to-  pra^icability  and  exifting  circum- 
fiances.    He  would  then,  in  plain  words,  endeavour  to  flate 
the  prefent  meafure  and  its  tendencies. 

The  treaty  purported  to  have  two  obfe£ts ;  a  more  com* 
plete  intercourfe  between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  a  full  par- 
ticipation of  commercial  advantages  itom  the  one  kingdom 
to  tbe  other.  At  the  firft  view,  nothing  could  be  more  pleaf* 
fng,^or  more  eligible ;  hot  it  was  neceiuiry  to  recoiled,  that 
Oreat  Britain,  m  the  acquifition  of  thofe  advantages  required 
to  be  communicated,  had  incurred  an  iromenfe  debt,  the  in* 
cereal  of  which  depended  on  the  colle&ipn  of  certain  taxes 
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He  had  now  given  a  general  flatement  of  the  advantages 
and  difadvantagesy  and  be  trufted  with  finnneis  and  candour; 
and  it  was  impoffible  to  deny  that  a  great  convaUion  was 
rifqued  in  the  plan.  A  noble  Lord  (CamelfordJ  in  fpeaking 
of  that  plan  in  another  place,  had  faid,  it  was  permanent  in 
Its  principle,  and  changeable  in  its  detail.  He  allowed  that 
phrafe  was  whimfical enough,  as  an  argument  in  defence  ot 
the  plan;  it  was  however  fufficiently  true,  and  its  triith  was 
a  great  argument  againft  the  meafure  ;  in  fhort,  the  country 
was  to  be  bound  in  promifes,  and  to  be  perpetually  wrangling 
in  the  execution  of  thofe  promifes,  and  Ireland  would  be  fimi- 
larly  fituated.  >\s  to  Ireland,  he  .would  only  fay,,  that  thdb 
.  '  who  had  the  immediate  care  of  her  interefts  would  know  fuffici- 
ently how  to  condu£l  them;  but  the  immediate  acceptance  of 
the  propofitions  in  Ireland,  if  fuchat  hft  fhould  take  place, 
would  not  change  his  fentiments.  It  bad  happened  to  hiiOy 
and  was  alfo  within  tTie  experience  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  know  that  Parliaments  can  change  their  opi- 
nions in  conformity  to  the  fenfe  of  the  people  whom  they 
reprefent.  He  particularly  had  feen  many  meafures  voted  in 
the  Irifli  Parliament,  which  at  the  moment  he  had  thought 
right,  and  of  infinite  importance  ;  but  which  even  in  the  (ame 
feflion  had  been  refcinded  by  the  unanimo^'s  fuffrages  of  the 
fame  body. — It  was  in  Ireland  as  in  England :  When  the  peo- 
ple call  aloud,  their  Parliament  would  hear. 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  began  by  an  alluCon  to  Lord  Beauchamp*s  apo- 
logy for  the  apparent  inconfiftency  of  approving  of  the  or- 
ginal  proportions,  and  yetobje£lingtotherefolutions  as  uow 
before  the  Houfe^  declaring  that  he  was  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge himfelf  in  much  greater  danger  of  the  cenfure  of  incoo- 
fjftency, — for  fo  far  was  he  from  approving  either  the  one 
or  the  other,  that  he  rooft  flncerely  and  heartily  reprobated 
them  both,  although  he  confefied  that  they  appeared  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  completely  contradidory  to  each  other  ;  he 
'  believed  indeed  that  there  never  had  been  known  two  fyftems 
fo  diametrically  oppoiite,  and  yet  each  fo  objectionable,  as  the 
two  fyftems,  that  which  had  been  fent  from  Ireland,  and  that 
which  originated  in  that  Houfe,  were  in  all  their  parts.  His 
right  honourable  friend  had  made  an  attempt  to  fum  up  the 
^ '  whole  account  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but  he  was 
afriad  the  calculation  would  be  found  much  too  fangnine,  and 
fo  hr  from  each  country  gaining  by  the  arrangement,  they 
would  both  of  them  be  coofiderable  lofers.  Great  Britain 
would  lofe  her  own  market,  and  the  dircSt  trade  to  ber  colo- 
nies, together  with  her  navigation  laws,  on  which  her  fliength 
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^nd  importance  fo  much  clep^ndedy  while  Ireland  would  IqTq. 
tier  conftitution,  and  again  become  a  dependent,  fubordinat^ 
kingdom^      One  ftrong  objedioh  againfl  the  arrangement 
witn  him  was^  that  there  was  at  prefent  no  neceffity  for  it^ 
ahd  that  fuch  an  arrangement  ought  never  to  be  wantonly 
brought  forward,  but  only  reforted  to  when  it .  was  found 
iieceffary.     This  neceflity  was  known  by  the  Miniver  and 
his  friends  to  be  fo  eflential  to  the  propriety  of  the  plan,  thaf  * 
he  had  endeavoured  on  many  occafions  to  enforce  it  by  that 
topic-— but  what  means  did  he  take  to  point  out  the  neceffity  ? 
the  principal  one  was  that  which  a  right  honourable  gentle- 
man opboiite  to  hiili  had  jull  ftated^  namely,  that  the  necef* 
fity  ot  Ibch  An  adjuftmeiit  had  been  declared  by  a  refolution, 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  move  in  that  Houfe  in  the  year 
1^82.     He  declared  then,  as  he  had  declared  before,  that  no 
idea  of  a  commercial  Itgulation  had  been  entertained,  by  the  * 
Adminiftration  of  that  day,   in  propofing  that  refdlution. 
'jthere  were  at  that  time  certainly  fome  regulations  want- 
ing  between  the  two  countries  ;^  but  thofe  regulations  were  to 
extend  to  political  obje£ls  alone,  and  not  to  commercial ;  , 
they  were  partly  to  eftablifli  what  was  much  wanted,  fome* 
thing  to  replace  that  power,  which,  in  their  ftruggles  for  in* 
dependence,  the  trifh  had  imprudently  infifted  on  having 
aboliihed,  and  which  he  had  himfelf. given  up,  in  compliance 
with  the  ftrdng  Current  of  the  prejudices  of  that  nation, 
though  with  a  relu&ance  that  nothing  but  irrefiflible  necef- 
fity could  have  overcome.    The  power  which  he  wiflied  to 
hive  feen  replaced  was  that,  which  had  been  fp  crftcn  of  late 
under  difcuffion  in  Parliament,  and  which  had  been  varioufly 
termed,  being  fometimes  called  commercial,  at  other  times 
external,  and  frequendy,    imperial,  legiflation, — ^It  certainlr 
was  highly  neceflary,  that  power  being  precipitately  aboliihed^ 
that  fome  fuccedaneum  fhould  be  found  fbr  it ;  for  without 
orte  general  and  fuperintending  authojrity  to  embrace  and  com- 
prehend the  whole  fyftem  of  the  navigation  of  the  empire,  it 
miift  neceflafily  happen,  that  much  confufxon  and  great  in* 
convenience  ihould  take  place.    It  iVas  an  unpromiung  cir* 
tumftance  in  thofe  refolutions,  that  they  were  not  fo  much 
argued  to  be  the  refdlt  of  the  judgement  of  thofe  who  brought 
them  forward,  as  of  a  ftraihed  and  fabricated  opinion,  faid  to 
have  originated  with  a  former  Adminiftration,  and,  as  fugb, 
forced  down  the  throats  of  thofe  who  had  compofed  that  Ad- 
niniftration,  and  under  the  fanAion  of  their  names  impofed 
Vi^on  the  Houfe.     He  declared,  that  fuch  gentlemen  as  had 
aflek-ted,  that  that  refolutioo  went  to  any  idea  of  commercial 
YouXVllU  4E  regulation,       - 
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tegulation,  aiTerted  what  was  wholly  unfoanded  in.&^»  and 
diametrically  oppofite  to  the  truth.     Having  fo  b&eo  tref- 
]5afled  on  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in  debptin^  the  di^reQt  parts 
of  the  fyftem,  he  faid,  he  would  not  now  cntpr  into  ai\y  ar- 
guments on  the  detail  of  the  refolutions;    but  would  coofioe 
what  he  had  to  fay  on  the  general  queftion  of  policy,  aadji^f- 
tJce  that  arofe  out  ot  the  whole.    JB.ut  adipittjng  that  there 
was  any  neceffity  for  a  commercial  arrangement^  how  was  it 
to  be  afcertained  which  fyflem  was  bell,  when  tyffi.hfiemi 
had  been  brought  forward.  By  t^h'e  yery.  farne  perfpQ*  tnc  one 
to  be  laid  before  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  which  it  bad 
agreed,  and  the  other  for  the  ufe  of  the  Cnglifh  Parliament. 
1'hofe  two  fylVertis,  each  inventeJ'by  the  fame  perfoij,  each 
promifmg  the  fame  eSeGt^  the  mutual  and  pefnianepc  good 
underftanding  between  the  two  countri<;s,  arid  the  one  pra- 
,  felling  to  be  an  amendment  of  thc/oLheij  were  unfortuoatelj 
fo  completely  eontradidlory.  between  themfelyes,  as  toaffbid 
no  poffibility  of  finding  a  fingle  arKumoqt  ia.  fupport  of  ibt 
one,. that  did  not  apply  with  eq\i3  force  againU  the  other. 
He  defired  to  know  why  the'motives  for  mjikiog  fo  complete 
aiid  effe£lual  an  alteration,  as  well  in  the  fpirit  as, in  the  words 
of  every  one  of  the  propofitions,  had  not  been  communicated 
to  Parliament?    Was  the  rigW  honourable  gentleman  en- 
couraged to  this  omiflion  by  that  confidence  which  (b  maaj 
of  his  friends  had  declared  they  placed  in.  him  ?  a  confidence 
fo  unlimited  and  fo  determined  as  not  to  give  wav  to  the  vaft 
body  of  evidence  which  was  ofiered  to  that  Houle,  and  which 
they  had  fince  confirmed  by  their  baths  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.    If  confidence,  and  blind  acquiefcence^  in  the  opi- 
nion of  others  was  a  proper  ground  of  parliamentary  condu£l« 
tie  thooglit  that  confidence  ought  to  be  rather  placed  with 
thofe  perfons,  who,  from  their  nuraba^,  from  their  knowr 
ledge  of  the  fab]e6V,  from  their  intercft  in  it,'  and  from  their- 
oaths,  were  much  better  intitled  tp  it  ih^n  a  fingle  individual 
could  poflihly  bef.     It  was  not  hrs  intention,  however,  at  pre- 
lent,  to  make  any  cflFbrt  to  overturn  or  deftroy  this  confidence 
•in*  the  Minifter  J  for  being  intirely  at  a  bis  to  conceive  on 
^^'^3t  it  was  founded,  fo  muft  he  be  ignorant  of  the  means  by 
which  it  could'  be  attacked.     He  reprobated  the  abfurdity  of 
ihe  whole  proceeding,  which  had  been  conduced  on  a  prin- 
ciple of  making  each  Parliament  ftatewhat  it  "would  be  will- 
ing to  accept,  inflead  of  wfcit  it  would  be  fatisfied'to  give 
Whei'eas  on  the  contrary,  the  proper  mpde  would  have  been, 
he  faid,  for  each  Parliament  to  have  well  weighe^.what  they 
could  give;  and  then  they  would  have  been 'competent  to  de- 
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termine  ;  for  each  knowing,  and  having  fpfcified  what   it 
could  Riye,  and  the  other  afcertaining  what  it  was  to  receive, 
it  iTvoufd  be  eafy  to  ftrike  a  balance  between  them  ;  wher^^ 
oxrthe  contraryi  Ireland  was  firft  brought  to  make  her  de- 
mands on  Great  Britfiin  in  the  eleven  propofitions  fent  from 
thence,    apd  Great  Britain  in  her  tarn  had  made   h^r  de- 
mands on  Ireland,  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  the  amended  prcH 
pofitions.    Hence  it  w^^t  that  the  whole  plan  had  the  ioi^ 
fortune  of  being  equally  detefied,  both  in  England  and  Ire« 
land.     T)iis  equal  and  violent  degree  or  averfion  had  afforded 
room  for  a  weak  and  pitiful  argument  that  he  had  heard  ufed, 
that  the  clamour  of  one  country  againft  the  refoiutioo$,  was 
a  Arong  argument  in  favour  of  them  with  the  other. .  After 
^xpofing  the  fallacy  and  illiberal  tendency  of  fuch  an  argu- 
ment^  he  obferved^  that  it  was  in  one  refpefl  the  moA  fortu^^ 
nate  argument  he  had  ever  known;  for  being  built  on  the 
unpopularity  of  the  meafure,  it  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  that 
unpopularity,  to  the  utmoft  poffible  extent,  and  was  equally 
applicable  in  both  kingdoms,  the  plan  being  equally  execrated    - 
in  both*    It  was  an  unhappy  omen,  that  in  an  arrangeroeat  ^' 

propofed  as  ^  bafis  for  mutual  affe^ion,  and  a  pledge  of  mu? 
tual  advant^e^  each  party  to  the  negocintion  bad  difcovered 
thefirongeft  motives  of  difcontent,  and  the  ftrongeft  grounds 
of  jealoufy  and  apprehenflon.     A  right  honourable  gentle** 
man  oppoflte  to  him  had  indulged  the  benevolence  of  his  own 
mind)  and  the  luxuriancy  of  his  fancy,  with  a  pi£lure  of  a 
liberal  fyftem  of  commerce,  without  any  reflrauit  whatfo- 
ever ;  but  after  amufing  himfejf  and  the  Houfe  with  his  the- 
ories, heatlaft  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  only  amufing 
them,  for  that  they  were  incapable  of  being  applied  to  the 
pafeof  the  iwo  kin^^oms.     He  recommended  it  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  for  the  future  rather  to  employ  his  inr 
genuity  of  difcovering  what  was  practicable  and  uleful,  in- 
ftead  of  hunting  for  fylleips,  which,    however  beautiful  in 
theory,  were  perfeiStly  incapable  of  being  reduced  to  praAice. 
When  he  had  faid|  that  he  had  regretted  the j»iving  up  the 
power  of  external  Wiilation,  as  likely  to  prejudice  the  gene* 
rai  ioterefls  of  the  Empire,  and  therefore  neceflary  to  be  re-    . 
placed,  he  defired  pot  to  be  underilood  as   meanmg  to  feek 
for  it  again  ^  what  he  meant  was,  to  find  fome  fyftem,  that 
without  reclaiming  the  power,  or  infringing  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  on  the  full  emancipation  and  independence  formerly 
conceded  to  Ireland^  fhould  afford  the  means  of  avoiding  that 
confufion  which  was  othcrwife  fo  niuch  to  he  dreaded.     The 
ri{;ht  honourable  gentleman  had  niade  ufe  of  an  expreflion  on 
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a  former  occafion  that  fomewhat  furprized  him^  as^ttlecai* 
culated  to  allay  thofe  apprebenfions  iii  Ireleod  which  he  hsu 
fo  wantonly  excited.  He  had  faid,  that  it  was  by  no  meias 
his  intention  to  reftime  that  legiflative  fupremacy  over  Ir?. 
land  in  fo  fbort  a  time  after  having  relinquKhed  it.  For  bis 
part,  he  did  not  think  any  time  c6uld.be  long  enough  to  j&!- 
tify  this  country  in  again  pofleffing  herfelf  of  thofe  Icgiflatiw 
rights,  which  me  had  fo  folemnly  furrendcred  ;  on  the  cor- 
trary,  when  the  fupremacy  of  the  Britiih  Parliament  itu 
given  up,  hlthough  he  might  lament  the  neceffity,  and  pr- 
*  haps  dread  the  confequencfes  of  fuch  a  meafure,  yet  he  locbi 

upon  it  as  an  inviolable  compadl,  that  could  never  b;  r?- 
ceded  from  without  the  moft  flagrant  breach  of  public  fiirh: 
and  be  (hould  have  thought  it  equally  repu^ant  to  thetrK 
fenfe  of  the  compaft  between  the  two  kingdoms  to  haveee- 
deavoured  to  get  back  the  power  then  refi'gned  by  a  fraodu* 
lent  negociation  like  the  prefent,  as  by  a  dire^  aind  tor:, 
faced  a<§  of  power.     He  adverted  to  the  argument  thathai 
been  ufed  in  vindication  of  the  fourth  and  nftb  refolutioos, 
by  comparing  the  principles  of  them  with  treati^  betwsci 
jkidependent  and  fovereign  flates,  arraigning  it  as  weak  mi 
inapplicable  to  the  relative  fltuation  in  whicH  Great  Brita.'c 
and  Ireland  were  to  (land  after  the  conclufion  of  thisarra^g^ 
nient.     Ireland  was  to  be  bound  to  adopt  laws  made  bf 
Great  Britainy  of  the  nature  and  tendency  of  which  ihe  wis 
to  have  no  opportunity  of  judging,  bdcaufe  they  were  ik« 
expreflly  flipulated  at  the  time  of  making  the  treaty;  ami 
therefore  /he  was  fo  far  to  give  up  her  legiflative  difcreticr 
and  free  agency  into  the  hands  of  Great  Britain ;  wbereas  h 
defied  any  gentleman  to  produce  a  fmgle  infHince  of  zax 
prince-  or  ftate  having  ever  made  fuch  a  facrifioe;  or  if  they 
bad,  he  would  then  contend  for  it,  th4  fuch  pfince  or  lUt? 
was  no  longer  independeut,  but  was  became  a  vafTal  indfesi 
-  to  the  otiier.     But  there  was  another  ftrong  objeRionloihf 
fyfiem,  inafmuch  as  it  contained  a  principle  that  eflenmllf 
intrenched  on  the  cdnAitution  of  Ireland  in  another  particu- 
lar ;  this  was  the  compelling  her  to  fet  apart,  by  way  of  n- 
•  bute,  a  certain  fura  over  which  /he  was  hereafter  to  hircflo 
control, '  nor  any  ^wer  of  refumption ;  this  he  argued  in  vt 
Hrongefl  and  nioft  brilliant  manner,  fhewing  how  isodcn 
liberty,  which  he  contraded  with  that  of  ancient  natioRS, 
depended  on  the  limited  duration  of  pecuniary  grants.   Tb« 
limitiition  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the  legiflatufe  to  viti)- 
hold  fupplies  until  grievances  fhould  be  redrefled.  Tbiscbed 

.  on  the  executive  authority,  which  would  be  completely  (Iccf 
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way,  if  aidm  of  money  adequate  to  the  imioediate  ezpenccs 
f  aomeilic  government  were  permanently  to  be  granted. 
This  principle  of  temporary  grants' had  been  nerer  abandonee} 
y  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  except  in  a  particular 
iftance,  where  a  permanent  grant  was  neceffary  to  fecure 
he  intereft  of  the  national  debt  to  the  public  creditqrs  j  but 
te  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  would  any  gentleman  thinly 
if  a  minifler  who  fhould  propofe  to  make  the  malt  and  land 
ax  perpetual,  and  vet  this  he  declared  to  W  an  exaAly  fitnj- 
jar  propofal.   It  was>  he  grAt^d,  true,  that  the  turplus  of  tile 
ereditaryTevenue  ought  never  to  he  fo  conGderablc   as  to 
perate  ip  this  manner ;  but  he  was  at  liberty  to  ar?ue  it  fo, 
ecaufe,  if  It  were  to  be  coi^tradiftcdj  then  would  it  follow 
hat  this  compenfatioT\  to  Great  Britain  was  neg;ftory  and 
ontcmptible.     'The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  recom-y 
nended  firfnnefs  to  Parliament  jn  the  courfe  of  the  bufinefs, 
nd  he  himfelf  would  join  in  recommending  that  temper  as 
7e\\  on  every  other  bctafiop  as  the  prefent ;  but  he  was  very 
nuch  afraid  the  right Tionourable  gentleman,  in  recommend*  ~ 
ng  firmnefs,  had  unfortunately  confounded  the  meaning  of 
hat  temper,  imd  meant,  inftead  of  firmnefs,  obftinaCy  arid 
refumptioti.     The  difcontents  of  the  people  were  argued 
romj  as  the  caufe  which  rendered  this  arrangement  necef- 
ary.     He  was  willing  to  admit  that  there  were  difcontentJ>» 
lit  they  were  not  the   forerunners  or  caufe  of  thefe  refolu- 
ions,' they  were  their  eiftedt  and  cpnfequence.   Bat  how  wef©   , 
fiefe  difcontents  to  be  appealed  by  the  plan  now  going  for- 
/anl,  or  what  reafon  was  there  for  fuch  a  hope  ?     Was  it  be- 
aufc  that  from  their  firft  appearance  in  each  of  the  different 
bapcs  which  they  had  aflumed,  they  had  raifed  an  univerfal 
•utcry  in  both  kingdoms  ?    Was  it  oecaufe  the  benefit  to  be 
erived  to  each  nation  uifider  them  were  looked  upon  by  botb 
s  trivial  and  infignificant  in  the  extreme,  whilej  on  the  con- 
rary,  what  each  was  to  give,  was  confidered  as  moft  valua- 
le,  and  greatly  to  be  regretted  ?     He  afllired  the  Houfe,  that 
f,   by  the  exertion  of  influence  and  corruption,  the  refolutions 
ould  be  got  through  the  Irifli  Parliament,  fo  violent  was  the 
vcrfionofthe  people  of  that  country  to  them,  that  they  would 
nqueftionably  in  a  fliort  time  be  able  to  effl;6t  their  repeal ; 
or  the  united  voice  of  the  people  muft  at  Lft  be  oheved, 
*rhcn  their  views  were  fledfaftly  diredled  to  one  great  obje£l, 
nd  regularly  enforced  by  firm  and  conftitutional  exertions.         ' 
t  was,  he  concluded,  extremely  unfortunate  and  ominous, 
hat  this  fyftem,  which  profefied   to  be   a  pledge  of  future 
flFedion  between  the  two  countrieSy  ihould  be  fo  odious  and 
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detfftable  to  each  of  them.  He  declared,  that  if  it  v^ 
philter,  it  was,  of  all  he  had  ever  heard  of>  the  moft  &k*: 
ing  and  naufeous ;  but  Alll  the  Minifler,  like  afelf-foS:*- 
phyficiai>y  was  determined  to  pour  the  draught  down 
throats  of  his  patients,  alTuring  tbem,  that  h#weTer  itc, 
hurt  their  tailes  and  violate  their  inclinations  at  the:-: 
yet  when  fwallowed.  It  v^ould  amply  compenfate  the:: : ; 
feriags,  by  the  comfortable'  e£fe£ts  they  would  in  tb  2 
find  from  it.  t, 

I4f .  Chan-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  confefled,  that  if  to  aflert  rouse!;.  .- 
ccUorPiet.  boldly   could  be  admitted  as   argument,  then   the  Hj 
would  be  fully  juflified  in  rejeQing  the  motion  he  had  x^: 
for  he  had  never  before  feen  fo  palpable  an  attempt  tr : 
poie  upon  them  by  loud  and  pofitive  affirmations  and  a&nx' 
,  unfopported  by  anything  elfe  than  the  mere  credit cf: 
parf:y»  as  he  had  been  lately  a  witnefs  of.     The  nobkL 
and  the  two  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  toh'uTi  L 
Beauchampt  Mr.  Eden,  and  Mr*  Fox)  had  each  of  thesD :: 
trived  to  difcbver  a  diftinft  ground  of  oppofition,  and  ft: 
one  incompatible  with  and  contradiAory  to  the  other  :- 
The  noble  Lord,  who  had  profeiled  himfelf  the  champ.:: 
Ireland  on  the  prefent  occafion,  ^ad  difapproved  of  the  n/ 
tions ;  not  fo  much  from  any  thing  obje(^ionable  in  tbr^ 
^  becaufe  they  came  ihort  of  %\\e  original  eleven  propci'i 

ient  from  Ireland,  which  had  been  forti^nate  enough  ton 
with  the  noble  Lbrd's  full  approbation.   The  right  £>no<r. 
gentleman  next  him  (Mr.  Eden)  though  he  exprefied  r 
tendemefs  for  the  twenty   rcfolutions   voted   by   tk : 
Houfes  of  Parliament  in  England,  though  be  had  cnct 
trayed  an  inclination  to  receive  them  as  bis  own  by  adcc'i 
and  regreted  that  they  were  not  fo  by  creation,  was  yetv  j 
that  they  fliould  be  ftrangled  in  their  birth,  on  accocr' 
the  odious  twin  they  were  coupled  with,  the  eleven  pre: 
tionsof  the  Irifti  Parliament.— The  other  right  honourabi:: 
tieman  had  introduced  a  new  diverfity,  by  adontiog  tb; 
contrndidory  objeiSlions  of  his  two  friends,  and  by  exc-« 
ing  againft  the  whole  fyflem,  as  well  upon  account  ct ' 
deleterious  quality  of  the  propofitions  voted  in  Ireb'. 
upon  account  of  the  equally  noxious,  but  dire&ly  cfr'^ 
tendency  of  the  refolutions  of  the  Britifli  ParliaroenL 
this,  it  was  true,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fv 
fome  i-eluflance,  And  Jiad  entered  a  proteltin  fiivour  of!:-*  ' 
confiAency;   aqd  he  ^quld  do  him  the  jufticetoaci  • 
ledge,  that,  however  inconfiftcnt  he  plight  have  hccc  r 
difterent  parts  of  his-  condu^  during  the  cooife  of  ite" 
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tefs,  yet  intfmuch  as  he  h^d  been  UDiformly  and  cooflFantly 
0,  it  mmht  1)e  (aid,  that  he  bad  at  leail  the  meric  of  pradlifing 
perfc&y  confiflent  inconfiftency.  There  was  but  one 
rgument,  io  which  the  noble  Lord  and  his  two  right  honou« 
able  friends  concurred;  which  was,  that  there  was  at  prefent 
lo  necei&ty  for  any  arrangement  of  a  conunercial  nature  be« 
ween  the  two  couotjies.  The  two  right  honourable  gentlemen, 
lowever,  bad  ftranjreTy  contradided'themfeives  in  the  courts 
f  that  argument,  tor  the  one  had  declared  his  approbation 
f  the  amended  refolutions  on  the  ground  of  their  eftabli/hing 
what  he  confefled  to  be  wanting)  an  authority  that  ihould 
ontrol  and  r^ulate  the  whole  of  the  commercial  concerns 
f  the  empire,  and  the  other  had  regretted,  that  in  the  year 
ighty  two,  when  he  moved  for  the  independence  of  Iieland, 
le  had  not  retained  in  the  hahds  of  this  country  an  external 
»r  imperial  right  of  legiflation,  which  he  acknowledged  he 
bought  neceuary  t^  the  full  and  pcoper  regulation  of  com- 
nercial  concerns ;  thus  it  was  a  thing  to  be  riegretted  that 
heL  means  had  not  been  retained  of  regulating  the  affairs  of 
ommercc  and  navigation^  while  at  th^  fa^e  time  it  was 
ontended,  that  no  neceflity  for  regulation  exified  in  either, 
iut  this  was  not  the  only  example  of  incon fluency  that  t,he 
rguinents  of  the  gentleitien  on  the  other  fide ,  amrded ;  ic  . 
tappened  unfortunately  for  them  that  the  ilmple  argument 
•a  which  they  all  agreed,  was  directly  contrary  to  the  fpiric 
»f  that,  refplution  on  which  alpne  the  Houfe  had  been  .. 
inaniipous,  and  which  was  made  feparate;  from  all  the  reft, 
aetely  becaufe  it  was  on  all  bands,  afid  by  tbofe  eentlemea 
hemujvesi  admitted,  to  be  a  perfefl  truifm,  on  which  there 
ould  not  poilibly  be  a  fecond  opinion.  He  alluded  to  th^ 
iril  refolution,  which  ftated,  that  it  was  highly  important 
0  the  general  interefts  of  the  Britiih  empire,  that  a  permanent 
rrangement  of  commercial  concerns  flfould  be  made  between 
he  two  countries  on  principle^  of,  reciprocity  and  mutual 
dvantag^  Befid^  this,  the  words  of  the  refolution  moved  in 
he  year  eighty*twp  by  the. right  honourable  gentleman  him- 
^f,  and  the  meaning  of  which  was  too  ftubbon  and  obvious 
0  be  exphined  away,  or  denied  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
leman,  were  fiill  ftronger ;  for.  therein  it  was  declared  to  be 
ndifpen(ably,neceflary  to  the  happinefs  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
hat  the  conneflioa  between  them  ihould  be  fixed  upon  a 
ermanent  fqqtingy  by  mutual  confent*  Now,  coupling  tbefe 
wo  refolutioQS^  botn  of  which  had  been  unanimoufiy  voted^ 
irith  the  arguments  ufed  bjr  three  p;eixtlcmen  oppoUte  to 
lim.  xiic,  wnolc  force  of  their  reafoning  amounted  to  this» 

.that 
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that  t:vhat  was  indifpenfable  was  not  at  all  necefiary.  TV 

n6ble  Lord,  in  endeavouring  to  eAablifh  this  argament,  i* 

attempted  to  prove,  that  the  new  duties  iropofed  on  Bd: 

imports  in  Ireland  were  not  to  be  considered  as  prcccec 

from  any  hoftile  views  fn  the  Irifli  Parliament,  but  as  be 

merely  calculated  to  anfwer  the  purpofeof  equilizing,  ncif 

prote£(ing  duties.    Equalizing  duties,  Mr.  Piit  faid,  w*r>/ 

a  certain  degree  and  extent,  proteding  duties  ;  but  the  ir.:- 

impofed  by  the  Irifh  Parliament  Were  not  Cmplycqualli  . 

duties,  they  Were  cohfiderably  greater,  and  they  Were  the  :c 

fequence  of  the  uriiform  and  perfeverihg  voice  of  the  peep;. 

Would  arty  man,  hedcGrfed  to  know,  prefume  to  deny,  i: 

at  thit  vefy  itibment  there  exifted  in  Ireland  an  aimort ... 

verfal  clamour  for  proteAing  duties ;  sind  had  ii6t  the:::: 

honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  declared,  that  the  rci::* 

the  people  mud  ultimately  have  its  weight  with  their  ?i^ 

liament,  and  be  crowned  with  fuccefs  ?  If  then  there  vns* 

oecefGty  at  prefent  for  this  arrangement,  wai  it  not  eni*' 

and  certain,   fronA  the  right   honourable  gentleman's  cr 

argument,  that  fuch  a  necef&ty  muft  fhortly  exift?  It ::: 

been  argued  alfo,  that  the  proper  time  for  fuch  an  armr^ 

rrient  as  the  prefent,  would  be  when   it  was  found  tc  H 

demanded  by  preffing  and  urgent  circumftances.    Was  it,  - 

wi/lied  to  know,  a  thing  to  be  feriouily  recommended  in  :rt 

buftnefsy  and  particularly  in  one  fo  important  as  that  be^'^ 

them,  to  defer  any  ftep  uucil  the  moment  when  nece£. 

ihould  come  upon  them,  like  an  armed  man,  and  irrefilt '"^  < 

and  leave  no  time  for  the  deliberation,  nor  no  diferedoo  • 

the  free  will  of  Parliament,  but  enforce  the  fudden  and  cr: 

adoption  of  a  fyftem  built  on  Ihe  emergency  of  the  roomtr 

wanting  all  the  advantages  of  previous  difcuifion  and  mic:  I 

inquiry. 

'  A  regular  and  fettled  feries;  of  objeftions  had  been  n-.  I 

to  the  anangement,  and  repeated  on  every  occaGon  tL 

cftred;  the  ground- work '  of  which  was,  that  ob  thsK" 

lund  it  materially  injured  the  commerce  of  Great  Briu' 

arid  on  the  other,  infringed  on  the  conftitutional  freedoc 

Ireland,     The  noble  Lord,  on  behalf  of  the  martu&<2trf 

had  lamented,  that  inftead  of  the  idea  of  equal  port  drr: 

and  countervailing  duties  to  counterbalance  the  duties  " 

itrternal  confumption,  there  had  not  been  a  general  ccjci 

nation  and  diminution  'of  all  duties  propofed,  and  had  -^ 

clared,  that  if  the  latter  had  been  done,  he  firmly  l^^e  * 

it  would  have  gone  a  great  way  to  reihdve  the  oppofiti'': 

the  plan  had  met  with ;  but  be  was  willing  to  tt&  opw*  ^ 

coauBT 
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commoh  fenfe  of  the  queftion^  whim  was  moft  beneficial 
to  the  kxiariufadlures,^ — a  duty  exafily  equd  on  importation 
iittoeath  kingdoih  ftotn  the  other;  or  equal  port  duties  and 
countervailing  duties  to  balance  the  internal  impofts?  £[>r 
to  what  a  difadvantage  would  the  Englifh  manufaAurer 
meet  the  Iri(h,  if  the  latter  had  only  to  pay  a  fmall  port^ 
duty,  while  the  fornder  was  burdened  with  the  fame  port- 
duty,  together  with  additional  impofitions  on  the  raw  ma« 
terial  and  on  the  confumptioti  ?  Much  emphafis  had  beea 
laid  on  the  liberty  given. to  Ireland  to  fupply  this  country 
with  the  produce  of  our  own  coloifies;  but  as  the  counter^ 
vailing  duties  would  afford  an  effeflual  prote&ion  to  the 
Britifh  merchant  in  the  Britiih  markets  the  oppoGtion  on 
that  head  had  been  fupported  by  the  old  arguments  drawn 
from  our  navigation  laws,  thofe  great  pillars  of  our  naval 
powei:  and  importance,  the  cuftody  of  which,  it  was  faid» 
we  were  going  to  intruft  in  the  hands  of  the  trifh  revenue 
oiEcers,  over  whom  the  executive  government  of  Gre%t 
Britain  had   no  control. — ^But  here  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  forgot,  that  it  was  not  in  the  Irifh  officer^ 
that  this  trufl  was  repofed,  but  in  the  officers  of  our  colonies 
abroad,  over  whom  there  was  the  fame  control  that  exifled 
over  thofe  at  home,  and  by  whom  the  interefls  of  the  navi- 
gation laws  of  England  had  been  hitherto  managed ;  for  the 
checks  that  had  been  adopted  for  the.  fecurity  of  thofe 
laws  were  the  certificates  of  exportation  from  our  tolonies^    - 
which  certificates  only  were  to  entitle  the  Irifh  merchant 
to  the  benefit  of  the  Englifh  market.  •  His  right  honourable 
friend,  (Mr.  Tenkinfon)  had  fallen  under  the  animadverfion 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  for  laying  down  abflra£t 
propofitions,  which  he  had  admitted  could  not  apply  in 
pradice  to  the  fituation  of  the  two  countries;  but  he  by 
no  means  thought  it  blameable,  in  a  cafe  of  a  particular 
nature,  to  have  the  general  theory  always  in  ^ht,  ftill 
hewever  accommodating  it  to  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
a  particular  cafe.    Thus  if  it  were  admitted  to  be  -an  ill- 
founded  principle,  that  between  two  countries,  wbofe  fitu* 
ations  with  refpedl  to  taxes  were  exad^ly  fimilar,  the  proper 
me^od  of  knitting  them  together  in  a  commercial  conneAion 
would  be  by  mutually  admitting  each  other^s  exports  either 
^uty  free  or  on  low  duties,  it  naturally  followed,  that  where 
their  fituations  were  eflentially  different,  in  confequence  of 
lieavy  taxes  in  the  one,  and  an  exemption  from  taxes  in  the 
other,  the  way  to  accommodate  the  principle  or  theory  to  the 
difference  of  fituation  was  to  fuperadd  to  the  equal  duty  on 
Vol,  XVIII.  4  F  exports 
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exports  of  the  country  Icfs  taxed^  a  conntervailihg  duty 
adequate  to  the  internal  duty  paid  In  the  other  on  its  con- 
fiiuiption,  or  on  the  raw  material. 

The  right  honourable  gentlemen  now  procee^d  to  examine 
the  fuggeftiohs  that  had  been  made  of*  its  zffeSting  the  in- 
dependence of  the  legiflature  of  Ireland,  by  the  provillon  of 
,  tlie  4tli  refoIuti6n.  It  had  been  attempted  to  be  laid  down, 
tTiat  no  parallel  could  be  drawn  between  thofe  two  kmg- 
doms,  and  two  flates  wholly  diilind  and  feparate,  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  the  prefent  treaty.  This  difiinfiion  he  com- 
bated vvith  great  fpirit  and  ingenuity,  pointing  out  not  only 
the  neceffity  of  luch  a  provifion,  but  alfo  that  it  was  cx- 
aftly  correfpondent  to  the  general  praftice  of  all  countries 
and  ftates,  the  moft  independent  and  nnconnedled  with  one 
nnother;  and  moreover*  that  it  was  entirely  innocent  cf 
the  danger  with  which  it  was  faid  to  be  pregnsmt.  The 
Argument  by  which  this  diftin6tion  was  endeavoured  to  be 
fupported  was,  that  in  the  prefent  treaty  Ireland  was  to 
give  up  her  own  difcretion,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
pediency, as  to  the  juftlce  of  any  new  provillons  flie  might 
be  called  upon,  by  the  example  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
to  adopt ;  that  flie  was  to  be  bound  blindly,  and  without 
any  power  of  deliberation,  or  difcuffion,  by  Englifli  afls, 
^hich  flie  had  no  right  either  to  alter  or  reje^Sl ;  and  that 
there  Wa^  no  exprefs  previous  ftipulation  of  the  a6ls  flie  wa5 
to  pafs,  but  that  they  were  from  time  to  tiiiie  to  be  dilated 
to  her  by  this  country.  In  order  to  ftiew  that  it  was  no 
uncommon  or  unlikely  thing  for  a  treaty  between  two  inde- 
jJendent  countries  to  ftipulate  in  .  the  fame  manner  for 
afts,  not  particularly  fpecified,  he  flwuld  put  a  cafe  that 
would  fliew  the  Houfe  how  familiar  and  how  liatural  fnch 
a  conduft  W^ould  be,  nay  in  many  inftances  how  unavoidable. 
Suppofe*  faid  he,  in  a  treaty  with  Portugal,  that  Great 
Britaih  ihould  engage  that  that  Iliould  be  the  favoured  coun- 
try, fliould  it  afterwards  be  found  ^dviieable  to  lower  the 
other  duties  on  any  commodity  of  France  ilmilar  to  what 
we  had  before  imported  from  rortugjil,  would  it  not  be  in- 
cumbent on  us,  in  performance  of  the  before-mentiono! 
treaty,  to  lower  the  duty  on  the  Portuguefe  article  in  pro- 
portion? And  would  any  perfon  pretend  to  fay,  that  oiir 
being  fo  obliged  to  a£i  by  treaty,  was  a  dereli^ion  of  our 
independence  and  fovereignty  as  a  nation.  Perhaps  It  might 
be  argued,  that  this  was  not  a  cafe  in  jpoint,  inalmuch  as  the 
original  aft,  by  which  Great  Britain  fhould  become  liahk 

tto  the  gerformahce  of  the  condition  In  fiivoor  of  Portugal* 

was 
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wa$  4n  a6l  ari^ng  from  her  own.  difcretion,    the  canfe*^ 

^uences  of  which  ine  would  have  an  opporitunity  oJF  weigh- 

itigy  and  which  (he  might  either  avoid  or  performi  as  The 

faw  moft  conv9niei;it :  whereas  fiich  an  option  w^as  not  to 

be  left  with  Irelsmd^   whofe  adl^s,  under  this  branch  of  the 

adjoftmept,  ar^  to  flow  firpm  the  determination  of  the  Britifk 

Parliament,  without  any  power  being  l^ft  with  her  to  exa«- 

mine  the  policy  or  jui^ice  of  each.    £ut  he  would  put 

another  cafe  equally  probable,  and  to  which  the  fame  ob^ 

jedlion  could  not  apply.     He  fuppofed,  for  inftance,  that 

in  a  treaty  with  Portugal,  this  country  were  to  bind  herfelf 

to  lower  the  duties  on  tlie  exports  of  that,  in  proportion     * 

as  ihe  fhould  lower  her  duties  on  our  exports:  in  this  in- 

ilance,  he  obferved^.the  difcretion  under  which  we  would  be 

bound  to  a(St,  would  not  be  our  own  difcretipn,  but  that  of 

Portugal*    But  if  it  was  true,  that  the.  principle,  of  this  refo-: 

lutipn  could  pot  interfere  with  the  independence  of  Ireland^         ' 

fo  neither  could  its  operation  zSkA  or  injure  her  interefts6 

Tl^ere  was  nothing  that  fo  effectually  fecured  the  liberty 

of  a  people  as  a  community  of  interefls  between  them  and 

their  legiflature;  fpr  when  thofe  perfons  who  had  the  power 

of  framing  laws  wer^  themfelves  to  be  as  eiFedlually  fub* 

jedled  to  them  as  the  refl  of  their  countrymen,  there  was 

every  reafbn  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  perfons  would,  from  mo-* 

lives  of  private  interefl,  be  extremely  cautious  In  pafling 

:|ny  laivs  whatfoever,   becaufe  they  would  themfelves  be 

fubje£l  to  them  all.     If  this  argument  had  any  weight  as 

applied  to  a  people  and  their  legiflature,  it  equally  applied  to 

Great   Britain  and   Ireland   on  the  prefent  occafion,   and 

proved,  that  of  all  the  treaties  ever  entered  into  by.  any  two 

feparate  ftates,  this  was  the  fafefl  of  all  others  on  the  part 

of  Ireland:  for  in  mofl  treaties,  on^  flate  was  bound  to  the 

performance  of  a  certain  a£l,  as  foon  as  a  different  adl  fliould 

be  performed  by  the  other»  which  other  had  therefore  aa 

opportunity  of  judging  how  far  the  whole  would  be  for 

her  benefit,  or  the  contrary,  and  would  of  courfe  fo  fat: 

have  peculiar  advantage;  but  there  was  no  room  for  fuch 

an  advantage  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  becaufe 

the  latter  was  only  to  be  expelled  to  adopt  the  very  famo 

sneafures  that  the  former  had  already  found  neceflary  to         ' 

her  own  int^reft,  which  it  was  impofSiblfi  to  conceive  could 

ever  differ  from  thofe  of  Ireland. . 

With  refppS:  to  the  idea  that  Ireland  was  to  be  bound  to 
receive  every  or  wy  law  pafled  by .  Great  Britain  on  fub-* 
\p^s  of  a  commercial  nature,  and  by  her  conftrued  to  ex-> 

4  F  a  tend 
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tend  to  the  principle  of  this  refolution,  without  being  at 

liberty  to  deliberate  on  it,  and  to  examine  bow  far  it  was 

leally  confiflent  with  that  principle;  and  if  otherwife,  to 

rejed  it;  any  fuch  variety  of  opinion  between  the  two  legifla- 

tures  would,  no  doubt,  be  a  yery  dq>Iorable  calamity,  b^ 

Caufe  it  would  be  nothing  lefs  than  a  breach  of  the  public 

faith  of  one  or  other  pf  >'  the  two  nations ;  fince  if  the  bw 

pafled  in  England  were  really  inconfiftent  with  the  principle 

of  the  refolution,  namely,  the  '*  impofing  the  fame  reftraints, 

f<  and  conferring  the  fame  benefits  on  tli^  fubjeds  of  both 

'<  kinedoms,*^  iri  that  eafe  England  would  have  broken  her 

good  raitb ;  whereas,  if  the  law  were  really  (quared  to  t^ 

principle,  it  could  not  be  rejefted  in  Ireland  witriout  an  equd 

breach  of  the  treaty :  but  each  of  thefe  cafes  he  looked 

upon  as  impbffible  to  happen,  becaufe  th«  People  of  lit- 

land  were  too  well  acquainted  with  their  own  inteiefi  to 

^dopt  either;  and  he  could  not  conceive  how  a  law,  that 

would  be  beneficial  to  Great  Britain,  could  be  detrimental 

to  Ireland ;  and  it  was  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  Great  Britain, 

inerely  for  the  purpofe  of  doing  a  prejudice,  to  Ireland 

'  ihould  alfo  injure  herfelf»    The  noble  Lord  had  com{daifled) 

that  an  amendment  pcopofed^y  him,   and   which  would 

bave  obviated  all  his  objeiftbns,  had  riot  been  receiTed.    He 

had  been,  he  faid,  upon  'a}l  occafions,  as  attentive  as  poffibk 

to  t^  noble  Lord,  knowing  and  feeling  him  to  be  a  great 

fource  of  general  jnfornn^tion ;  and  this  attention  bad  led  him 

to  record,  with  peculiar  ex^fknefs,  an  expreffion  of  the  noble 

Lord  cpncernii)g  that  fubjed* '  His  Irordfhip^  words  were 

as  follow:  <<  that  if  laws  ihould  be  pafled  in  our  oountrf, 

relative  to  navigation  and  the  colonial  trade,  and  rejedd  in 

the  other,  it  muft  neceflarily  lead  to  the  worft  tonfequefices, 

to  confequences  which  he  could  not  fprefee  or  conceive.^ 

Now  as  the  noble  Lord  could  neither  foVefee,  nor  conceiTe 

thofe  confequences,  the  noble  Lord  was  determined  to  gratify 

-his  curiofity,  and  to  difcover,  by  experience,  what  they  would 

be;  and  accordingly  he  had  propofed  an  amendment,  that 

would,  in  all   probability,   have  produced  the  ev^ents  tbit 

were  tq  lead  to  thofe  confequences  with  wHich  he  was  h 

defiroqs  to  be  acquainted*    This  amendment  of  the  noble 

Lord  made  it  entirely  opti6r>al  with  Ireland,  whether  Sbt 

was  to  accede  to  the  navigation  laws  hereafter  to  be  ^aBA 

in  England;  whereas  the  refolution,  as  it  now  ftood,  wooU 

in  a  gsea't  meafuse  govern  the  difcretion  of  Ireland,  not  by 

impofing  OR  her  an  abfolute  oece^ty  of  adopting  fodi  bw^ 
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lut  by  voiding  the  whole  arrangements,  if  {he  fhould  refule 
0  do  it.     Th^  whole  of  the  treaty  was  to  depend  on  that 
ehich  alone  could  give  {lability  to  any  treaty,  the  g;ood  faith 
»f  the  tyi^o  nations  that  were  parties  to  it;  but  there  was 
nother  (epurity  ftiU  flronger,  the  mutual  and  demonflrative 
d vantage  o^eaph,  which  was  fo  eflenti^lly  connedled  with 
he ' preterVation  of  it:  for  Great  Britain  could  not  be  de- 
rimental  to  Ireland,     it  wa^  fomewhat  extraordinary,  but    . 
onfidering  the  general  con4u£l   of  certain  gentlemen  in 
hat  Houfe,  by  no  means  fmgulai:,   that  it  ihould  be  im* 
tuted  as  a  blame  to  the  refolutions,  ib:^t  the  amendments 
aade  in  them,  and,  i^mong  the  reft,  thofe  that  had  been 
narked  out  ^s  fp  deftru&ive  to  the  cpnftitution  of  Ireland^ 
hat  they  had  not  been  fviQere4  to  originate  in  Ireland,  in 
•rder  that  Parliament  fnight  be  a^pprized  of  th^  difpofition  of 
he  people  of  that  country  towards  them,  an4  tl>at  this  ob^ 
sdion  fhoi)ld  be  made  hy  the  very  perfons  \Ybo  fpn^erly 
aad^  fpch  greivoys  pomplaints,  that  the  firfl  proportions 
^ere  not  funerpd  to  originate  in  this  country  rather  than  iti 
reland.    The  right  honourable  gehtleman  had  enlarged  witU 
reat  vehemence,  and  with  much  boldnefs  on  the  general  dif-    * 
ontents  againft  the  refolutions  iaboth  ]cingdoms,  although 
le  had  not,  as  hi$  friend  near  him  had  done,  difclaimed  his 
eing  an  agent  for  Ireland  ;  an4  though  by  his  condudi,  at 
refent,  he  feemed  to  ^iih  to  be  looked  upon  in  that  light* 
et  he  muft  e^cufe  him^  if  he  by  no  means  confidercd  him  as 
le  reprefentative  of  the  Parliament  or  People  of  Ireland,  and 
lore  particularly  when  he  recoUedted,  throughout  the  whole 
f  the  proceedings,  although  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
lan's  zeal  had  ;^lways  been    very  §reat,   yet   it  had  been 
ccafionally  dire^ed  to  different  obje£l^.    He  at  firft  ftood 
^rward  as  the  chainpion  of  the  Englih  manufa£lurers  againft. 
lie  Irifti,  who  he  was  extremely  apprehenfivc  would  re- 
eive  too  great  a  benefit  by  thoie  refqlution$j|  and  after- 
rards,    he  was   become   as  warm  an    advocate    for  that 
ery  nation  whofe  interefts  he  had  fo  lately  moft  violently 
ppofed,  nay,  was  even  fadguine  enough  to  flatter  himfelf, 
hat,  forgetful  of  his  recent  boftility,  they  would  echo  back 
he  fame  topic  of  oppofition  that  he  himfelf  had  taught  them, 
nd  come  to  him  for  grounds  of  difco^tent  and  jealoufy.   But 
e  was  not  afrai^  of  the  nght  honourable  gentleman  being 
ble  to  propagate  his  idle  luggeftions  in  the  Cfter  kingdom  ; 
e  was  perfuaded  ihe  would  fee  in  the  refolution,  of  which  fo 
ad  a  v&  bad  bcefj'  attempted  to  be  mad^>  nothing  bat  what 
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W^9  a|b(bluteiy  neceflary,  nothing  but  what  was  eSn^ 
the  whole  of  the  arrangement,  and  above  M^  Mlusqg 
in  the  fmalleA  degree  could  be  fuppofed  to  t«ndtoa  h 
der  of  hcc  cQHjplete  aiid  acknowledged  fovctfignty.  Ii 
he  obferved,  rather  extraordin^iry  to  objeft  totheaJ4te& 
argunnents  groonded  on  the  danger  likely  (o  ref^t  froQ  9 
of  the  arrangement  to  the  independence  <^Irela94  whatfa 
addfefsy  fo  tar  from  countenancine  any  idea  of  io  ioE 
snent  ef  the  independence  of  Irciandj   confined  a  ( 
reprobation  of  any  fuch  intention.     With  regard  totbi^i^ 
honourable  gentleman *s  ailertion^  that  the  plan  waswm?' 
fatty  difapproved  by  the  people  of  this  country,  he  badonlf 
to  (ay,  that  certainly  it  was  evident  that  confiderable  £&ii£k| 
led  away  by  motives  of  private  iatereft,  and  that  c^ ' 
jcaloufy  with  which  trade  is  generally  accompanied,  had 
tainly  expreiled  their  difapprobation  of  the  whole  art 
ment.    But  that  the  majority  of  the  people  at  large 
averfe  to  it,  was  a  cireumftance,  for  the  truth  or  ^ilfebood 
of  which  he  was  ready  to  appeal  to  the  kqowkdge  of  tmk 
gentlemen  as  had  availed  themfelves  of  the  late  interrofOB 
pf  the  bufinefs  of  that  Houfe,  and  had  viilted  fuch  parts  cf 
the  kingdom  as  were  not  fwayed  by  partial  confidentioRs 
or  biai!eu  by  perfonal  inducements ;   to  thofc  gentktnen  be 
was  willing  to  appeal  for  the  true  ilate  of  the  public  nusd 
on  the  occafion,  which  he  was  firmly  convinced  was  not  (^ 
cided  againft  the  meafure  as  had  been  reprefented.    He  hopol 
be  fiiould  always  have  firmnefs  enough*  even  to  face  the 
loudeiV  clamour,  if  it  was  ill  founded;  and  he  (hould  be  qoaHy 
ready  to  liften  attentively,  and  cive  the  fuUeft  confideratioa 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Public,  or  or  large  and  refpeflable  bocia 
of  men,  as  feveral  of  thofe  manufa£turers,  that  had  oppoU 
this  fyftem,  certainly  were;  yet  flill  in  a  great  ^d  coinpr> 
hendve  arrangement  that  extended  over  fo  great  a  part  U  \k 
national  concerns,  that  embraced  as  well  iubjiefls  of  geacril 
policy,  as  of  commerce,  he  thought  it  by  no  means  fit,  tli:! 
Parliament  iliould  be  blindly  dire£led  by  thf  voice  of  ok 
mercantile  part  of  the  country,  even  admitting  tSat  theiD}- 
jority  of  that  defcription  of  people  (hould  come  fonrard  en 
the  lubjeft.     In  all  that  had  been  faid  by  the  thr^geotlema 
who  had  fpoken  a|:ainft  the  motion,  there  was  riouiog  tio: 
applied  to  the  qulsAion  itfelf;  they  had  all  gone  upon  groo^ 
already  debated  and  determined  on  by  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment.   The  merits  of  the  plan  itfelf  w^$  a  thing  at  prefcs: 
ofcourfeout  of  the  queftion;  all  that  remained  fcr  Parks- 
ment  now  to  do,  after  having  approved  of  the  refokioos 
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as  to  be  Informed  of  the  fcnfe  of  Ireland  concerning  them, 
id  how  was  that  to  be  done  but  by  having  them  tranfmitted 
r  the  crown  in  confequence  of  ah  addrefs.  He  wi(hed  t(» 
low  ho#  gentlemen  could  account  for  it,  that  after  a  da- 
our  and  complaint  for  fo  many  months,  that  Ireland  was 
pt  in  the  dark  with  refpedl  to  the  fyflem  going  forward, 
ey  (houid  know  wTien  that  complaint  was  to  be  removed, 
id  when  tKe  whole  of  what  had  been  done,  was  to  be  laid 
fore  the  ParKamenty  of  that  country,  fo  fuddenly  change 
eir  opinions  and  become  de&rous  of  ftill  concealling  froth 
e  lifter  kingdom,  that  which  they  hitherto  thought  it  fo  im- 
oper  to  conceal.  There  was  but  one  tepick  more  on  which, 
:er  all  thei  trouble  he  had  already  given  the  Houfe,,  he  would 
en  detain  them,  and  that  was  the  laft  refolution;  that, 
lich  provided  for  a  contribution  from  Ireland  by  the  furplus. 
the  hereditary  revenue.  Tlli»  be  obferved  had  been  ufed 
r  the  purpofe  of  railing  a  jealoufy  in  Ireland  on  the  grounds 

conftitutional  infringement.  But  the  argument  ufed  that 
Y  was,  of  ail  others^  the  rooft  cdrious  and  the  moft  contta- 
tkoty  he  had  yet  heard.  It  had  been  ftated,  that  it  was  re-, 
ignant  to  the  principles  of  modern  liberty,  and  fubvcrfive^ 
the  policy  of  the  Gothic  Con  Aitution  to  veft  in  the  Crown 
grant  of  modey  for  an  unlimitted  time.  And  by  what 
sans  was  this  violation  faid  to  be  efiedted  i  By  .taking  from 
e  hands  of  the  Crown  that  which  it  has  already  an  uncon- 
>lable  right  to  difpbfe  of  and  appropriating  it  to  a  particu-. 

ihd  certain  purpofe.  This  was  indeed  a  furpriung  me- 
od  of  increafing  the  power  of  the  Crown,  and  overturning' 
It  fyftem  by  which  the  executive  Government  had  be^n 
pt  dependent  on  Parliament  for  its  neceilary  fupplies.  Ano- 
it  tufh  hkd  been'given  to  this  refolution,  as>  if  it  were  an 
poGtion  of  tribute  bn  Ireland,  andamarkof  fubordiilatiohi^ 
£  how  far,  he  faid,  wei'e  rtien  reduced  to  go  for  argument 
len  they  had  no  other  method  of  fupporting  their  doftrin^s^^ 
in  by  nnding  Out  and  applying  odious  names  to  bring  in 
snfeives  innocent  or  even  defi'rable.  Thus  to  a  proviuoa 
:  the  defence  of  the  empire,  and  that  in  the  way  mofl  cdn- 
lant  with  fmdom,  (naval  force)  was  given  the  name  of  a 
bute,  and  an  infinuation  of  fubordination  raifed  upon  tho 
aitable  and  fait  propofal  of  a  contribution  for  mutual  de- 
ice.  But.  he  would  not  credit  any  man  who  fhould  fo  far 
ure  the  people  of*  Ireland  as  to  fay,  that  they  would  tiver 
ler  themfelves  to  be  duped  by  the  artifices  and  deceptions 
any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  into  an  adoption  of  all  thiofe  mon- 
eys cbimerai  that  bad  been  fo  induflriouily  propagated. 

He 
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He  bad  tvtro  great  a  dependance  on  the  good  fen(e  of  Irdand, 
and  of  lier  regard  for  this  country,  to  luppofe  that  (he  would 
facrificeher  owfi  interefts,  and  the!  coitimon.  welfare  of  thd 
empire,  to  the  far-fetched  tlnd  fpeculative  pan^ilios  thac  were 
fo  artfully  fuggcfted*  After  a  warm  panegyric  oh  the  Irilh 
nation,  he  coocludedi  with  adjuring  th^  Houfe,  that  now  tbit 
they  had  fo  far  done  their  duty  in  the  bufinefe  of  this  ar- 
rangementy  they  would  put  it  into  the  hands  ot  the  Iriili 
Parliament,  on  whofe  concurrence  the  farthet  progrefs  of  tbt 
whole  depended. 

The  motion  for  this  addrefs  was  agreed  CO  without  any 
divifipn :  after  which  Mi*.  Pitt  moved^  **  That  leave  be 
'<  given  for  finally  regulating  the  intercourie  and  commerce 
^  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  permanent  ani 
^  equitable  principles,  fc^r  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  king* 
<*  doms***  Which  was  alfo  agpfsd  to. 

Thur/Jay,  July  a8. 

A  conference  was  held  with  th^  Lords  upon  the  joint  ad- 
drefs of  both  Houfes,  when  the  blanks  were  filled  up  with 
the  words  <<  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal." 

Friday^  July  29. 

The  Lords  and  Commons  went  up  to  St.  Jameses,  and 
prefented  their  addrefs  to  His  Majefty — The  following  is  1 
copy. 

**  Afojl  gracious  Sovereign^ 

^^  We,  your  Majefty^s  mofl  dutiful  and  loyal  ftthfeds,  tbr 
**  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  of  Great 
^*  Britain  in  Parliament  afiembled,  have  taken  into  our  moil 
*^  ferious  confideration,  the  important  fubjedb  of  the  com- 
*^  mercial  intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and  Irehnd, 
'*  recommended  in  Your  MajeftVs  fpeech  at  the  openii^of 
^'  the  prefeut  feffion,  and  the  re^lutions  of  the  two  Hoofes 
^<  of  the  Parliament  in  Ireland,  which  were  laid  before  ixs 
<'  by  Your  Majefty*s  command,  on  the  aad  of  February 
"  laft. 

<<  After  a  long  and  careful  invefligation  of  the  various 
*<  queftions  necdlarilyarifing  out  Qf  this  comprefaenCte  fub- 
*^  je£l,  we  have  come  to  the  feveral  refoltttions^  which  we 

•«  now 


A.  1785.  D    E    B    A    T    E    S.  593 

««  now  kumbly  prefent  to  Your^  Maicfty :  aiid'whicbf  w» 
«<  trtifty  will  form  the  bafis  of  aa  advan,tageous  and  peir 
"  roanent  commercial  fettlement  heween  Your.  Majefty*s 
"  kingdoms^ of  Great  Britaizi'ax^^  Ireland.  .    , 

.  **  We  have  proceeded  on  the  foundation  of  the  refolun 
«  tions  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland ;  $ut  in  cpnfidering  foi. 
**  extenfive  an  arrangement,  we  have  found  it  necQflary.to  . 
<<  introduce  fome  m(>diiicati9ns  and  exceptions/ and  we  have 
<<  added  fuch  regulations  and  conditions  as  appeared  to  ua 
«  indifpcnfably  neceflary  for  eftablifliing  the  propofed  agree-  ^ 
«  ment,  On  juft  and  equitable  principles^  and  for  fecuring.    \ 
*'  to  bodi  countries  thofe  pommercial  advantages  .to. an 
*«  equal  enjoyment  of  which  they  are  in  future  to  be  en-    ,. 
<«  titled.  .  ,   ' 

"  Your  Majefty*s  fubje£ls  in  Ireland,  being  fecured  \a 
<<  a  full  and  lading  partictpation  of  the .  trade  with  th^^ 
<<  Britifli  ^.Colonies,  muft,  ,we  arp  perfuaded,  .  ackiiow- 
**  ledge  the  juftice  of  their  continuing  to  enjoy  it  on  the 
**  fame  terms  with  Your  Majefty's  fubjeas  in  Grieat  . 
<«  Biitain, 

^<  And  it  is,  we  conceive,  equally  mantfefl,  that  as  the  Hiips 
<<  and  mariners  of  Ireland  are  to  continue  in  all  time  to  com^ 
<*  to  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  with  thofe  of  Great  Britain, 
<*  tiie  fame  provifion  ihould  be  adopted  in  Ireland  as  may  be 
*<  found  neceffary  in  this  country,  for  fecurn^g  thofe  advan- 
«  tages  excl^fively  to  tjie  fubjed^s  of  the  empire.  This  ob-^ 
^  ]&&  is  eflentially  conneded  with  the  qTaritime-  flrength  of 
<<  Your  Mfljeily's  dominions,  and  confequently  with  .the 
<<  fafety  and  profperity  both  of  Great  Britain  a^d  Ire- 
"  land.  .     .  X        •' 

"  We  therefore  deem  rt  itidifpenfable,  that-.thefer  pointf 
^^  fhould.be  fecured  as  conditions  neceflary  to  the  ^xiAence 
««  and  duration  of  the  agreement  between  the  two  countries;* 
^<  they  can  only  be  carried  into  efie&  by  laws  to  be  pai&d  iri 
<<  the  Parliament  of  Ireland ;  which  is  alone  competent  to 
^<  bind  Your  Majcffty's  fubjeas  in  that  kingdom,  and  whofe 
^  legiftative  rights  we  (hall  ever  hold  as  iacred  a^  our 
*<  own.  '         • 

<*  It-  remains  for  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  judee,  ac- 
<^  cording  to  their  wifdom  an'U  difcretion,  of  thefe  conditions, 
<<  as  well  as  of  every  other  part  of  thfe  fettlement  propofed 
<<  to  be  eft2d>lifhed  by  mutual  confent. 

''  Our  purpofe  in  thefe  refolutions  is  to  promote  alike  the' 
<<  commercial  interefta  of  your  Majeft/s  fubje^  in  both 
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^  cMfttti^tj  mi  w^tf6  pclfwdcvf  thitTM  obmoKxi  profpe* 
«*  titj  of  tUft  two  kingdoiAs  tiriU  be  thert^  P^^7  ^^^ 
Y  ^  m;  the  {bfcje^  of  each  will  m  fbtiM  ^n^y  themfdvesto 
/*  thofe  branchei  of  coftifaftrc^  whidi  tter  can  exercHe  with 
^  moft  advavftag^^  »id  the  tktalth  fo  dimifel  through  every 

*  p«t  will  t>]^t^  ^  igehetU  benefit  of  the  whole. 

<*  W^  hiive  thtts  far  performed  oar  pare  to  thb  impmttDt 
^  hofineftj  nnd  we  trull  that  {n  the  whole  of  its  progrcTs 
^  reetproeal  interefts  and  ^xittial  JiSedJon  win  itiRiittbt 
^  ^dc  df  tfhioh,  fo  d&nthBy  hetei&ty  to  die  great  end 
^  wl)Stfh  the  Wo  cotmtite  have  eqitidly  in  iHew. 

*'  1^  thii  perfeufie^  wte  look  fbrWi^rd  widi  confidence  to 
^  die  fimil  emnpletioh  of i  tfieafore  which,  whH#  it  tmds  t# 
<*  jperpetuate  harmony  and  friendflup  between  the  two  king* 
^  doms,  miift,  Iry  ^mentSog  their  Tefoarcei,  uniting  tbek 
^  effoitSi  aAd  confcmdatmg  iSieir  ttren^,  afibrd  Tour 
^  Magefty  li^e  (ureft  means  of  eftabliihit^,  on  a  lafting 
^  foundation,  the  fiffety,  pTo(perity,  and  glory  of  tbe 
^  empire.* 

His  Majefty^s  hioft  gracious  Anfwen 

♦ 
Jlf^  Iffrds  and  dntlemen^ 

*  ^  I  receive  with  the  greatrftHftisfaftion  fbit^  iefoiutM»s, 
^  wMth,  after  fo  iMg  and  diligent  an  invdligation,  yoa 
^  ooti'Gder  as  afibrdieg  the  halls  of  an  adva^tageoos  and  per- 
"  maneist  coctrmemal  fectlement  between  my  kingdoms  d 
^  Great  Britain  and  Ireland/  Nothing  ca«  more  clealrly  nu- 
'*  nifeft  your  regard  for  the  interefts  of  both  my  kingdonsr 
^  ttwl  yoor  zealTor  the  general  proiperky  cf  my  dominions, 
^  thim  the  attention  you  4iavie  j^ivim  to  tlus  important  objed. 
^  A  full  and  equal  parcitr^paMn  of  commercial  advantages, 
^  ^axA  a  Similarity  «f  Jarws  in  tbofi^  points  which  am  necedarr 
**  for  lAtm  prefervation  and  {ecurrty,  muft  bo  the  &ieft  boni 
^  of  tinton  between  the  two  lcitigdoms»  and  the  fount  of  teci- 
^  jatrocal  and  incseafing.  bradits  to  both.    The  fame  fpirit 
*'  in  which  this  great  wqrk  has  begun  and  proceeded  mil  I 
^  dooht.riot,  appdar  tliffotighoiit  die  Ivhde' of  its  progrefs: 
^  and  I«oncur  with  yon  in  thii^iq;^  that  the  final  caa|pi^ 
**  tion  of  it  h  of  ei&ntial  importance  to  the  future  luqipifieft 
**  of  both  countries,  and  to  the  faftty,  glory,  and  prdperitf 
^  cf  the  cmpim.'* 
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Mv.  Chancdlor  Pin  broufi^t  in  a  bUl  for  ^}«l|ing  %  final 
intorcourftf  betwosn  Great  Britain  and  Irdandy  which  WM 
raid  a  firft  time»  and  ondared  to  be  read  a  lacond  time  and 
printerd ;  he  then  faid  k  i^as  Hia  Majafty'^  pteafnrB,  that 
the  Houfe  (hould  adjourn  nntUThvsfday  the  2  ftti  of  Oc- 
tober. 

The  Speaker  then  ppt  theqaeftion»  '^  That  this  Houfe  do 
^  now  adjottrh  until  Tbqrfday. the  dpihday  of  Oftpberi** 
which  wai  agreed  to;  and  the  Hovfe  acyoarned  a9C4U'di^ly. 

On  the  27th  of  Odltober  the  Houfe  mf tf  a«4  waa  prpr9g^ 
«by  commiffion  — *  the  feffion  Was  thantftva  4^illcludad  witbpuf 
tny  (^ech  from  tba  Throne, 
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JS*  The  following  fpeech  wm  deliTcred  by  tjie  right  honourabU  Edm VKD  Buiu, 
on  the  motion  made,  •*  For  papers  relative  to  the  direfti^is  for  charging  the 
''  Nabob  of  Areot'a  prirate  debts  to  Europeans  on  the  revenues  of  the  Caroa- 
'*  tic."  This  ntotion  was  made  on  ^e  2^th  of  Feb.  17S5,  in  whkhplsce 
we  gave  an  abftra£^  of  Mr.  Burke's  argument ;  b)it  having  it  in  our  power  to 
lay  a  more  detailed  account  before  our  readers,  we  arc  feniible  they  will  agrte 
with  us^  that  though  out  of  place,  fuch  a  compofition  cannot  be  out  of 
feafon* 

Mr.  BURKE  began  with  an  obfervation  on  the  fingular  fpe^baclcof  x&t  day ;  is 
which  Mr.  Dundas,  'who  formerly  flood  forth  as  the  profccuror  of  Sir  Tboinat 
Kumboldf  was  new  charged  by  the  worthy  Baronet  -*-  and  that  for  a  breach  of 
public  truil —-'relative  to  the  government  of  India. 

But,  fays  he,  leaving  thefe  two  gentlemen  to  alternate t  as  criminal  and  ifai^tx^ 
upon  what  principles  they  think  expedient,  it  is  for  -us  to  confider,  Wlicther 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  and  the  Treafurer  of  the  ^avy,  afling  as  2 
Board  of  Control,  are  juftified  by  law  or  policy,  in  fufpending  the  legal  arraogc. 
ments  made  by  the  Court  of  l)ire£^ors,  in  order  to  transfer  the  public  rcfeoue^ 
to  the  private  emolument  of  certain  fervants  of  the  Ead-India  Company,  without 
the  inquiry  into  the  origin  and  juflice  of  their  claims,  preicribcd  by  an  a£l  of 
Parliament? 

It  is  not  contended,  that  the  a£l  of  Parliament  did  not  expreflly  ordaio  an  id- 
quiry.  It  is  not  aflened  that  this  inquiry  was  not,  with  equal  prcdfion  of 
terms,  fpecially  committed  under  particular  regulations  to  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors. I  conceive,  therefore,  the  Board  of  Control  had  no  right  whatfocver  to 
intermeddle  in  that  bufinefs.  There  is  nothing  certain  in  the  principles  of  ju- 
rifprudence  j  if  this  be  not  undeniabl]^  true,  that  when  a  fpccial  aurhonty  n 
given  to  any  perfons  by  name,  to  do  fome  particular  a6^,  that  no  others »  by  vir- 
tue of  general  powers,  can  obtain  a  legal  title  to  intrude  them fqlvc^  into  rh-; 
truft,  and  to  exercife  thofe  fpecial  fun£lions  in  their  place  t  I  therefore  coondtr 
the  intermeddling  of  Minifters  in  this  afTair  as  a  downright  ufurpaiion.  Bui  if 
the  ftrained  confiruflion  by  which  they  have  forced  themfclves  into  a  fufpicioui 
plaice  (which  every  man  delicate  with  regard  to  character,  would  rather  hare 
fought  coufirudlions  to  avoid)  were  perfefliy  found  and  perfc£^ly  legal,  of  this 
I  am  certain,  that  they  cannot  be  juflificd  in  declining  the  inquiry  which  had 
been  prefcribed  to  the  Court  of  Dire£lors.  If  the  Board  of  Control  did  lawfully 
poiTefs  the  right  of  executing  the  fpecial  truft  given  to  that  Court,  they  m'jft 
take  it  as  they  found  it,  fubje£l  to  the  very  fame  regulations  which  bound  tbc 
Court  of  Dire^ors.  It  will  be  allowed,  that  the  Court  of  DirefVors,  had  do 
authority  to  difpenie  with  either  the  fubflance,«or  the  mode  of  inquiry  prefcribed 
by  the  a6k  of  Parliament.  If  they  had  not,  where  in  the  ^€l  did  the  Board  of 
Control  acquire  ^hat  capacity  ?  indeed,  it  was  impoHible  they  (hould  acquire  it— 
What  muft  we  think  of  the  fabric  and  texture  of  an  a£V  of  Parliament  which 
ihould  find  it  neceflary  to  prefcribe  a  (lri£^  inquiiition  ;  that  iliould  defceod  \nio 
minute  regulations  for  the  condufl  of  that  inquifition ;  that  Ihould  commit  this 
truft  to  a  particular  defcription  of  men,  and  in  the  very  fame  breath  ihould  ena- 
ble another  body,  at  their  own  pleafure,  to  fuperfede  all  the  provilions  the  Le- 
giflature  had  made,  and  to  defeat  the  whole  purpofe,  end,  and  objc£l  of  the 
y  lawj 


A.  I785.  DEBATES.  59/ 

law  ?  This  cannot  be'  fuppofed  eveiv  of  an  a£t  of  Parliamcht  conceived  by 
the  Minlilcrs  themfelves,  and  brought  forth  during  the  delirium  of  the 
laft  feflion.  *  ,  ■ 

I  think  r  can  trace  all  the  calamities  of  this  country  to  the  (ingle  fource  of  our 
not  having  had  fteadily  before  our  eyes,  ^  general,  comprehenfivey  wcll^connec^  . 
ted  and  well-proportioned  view  of  the  whole  of  our  dominions,  and  a  juft  feAfe 
of  their   true  bearings    and  relations.     After   all  its  reduflions^    the  Britiih 
empire  Is  ftill  vaft  and  various :  after  all  the  redu^ions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
(ftripped  as  we  are  of  our.brighteft  ornaments,  apd  of  our  moft  important  privi- 
leges) enough  are  yet  left  to  furnilh  us,  if  we*  pLc«fe»  with  means  of  (hewing  to 
tKe  wrld,  that  we  dcferve  the  fuperintendance  of  as  large  an  empire  as  this 
kingdom  ever  held,  and  the  continuance  of  as  ample  privileges  as  the  boufe  of 
Commons  in  the  plenitude  of  its  power,  had  beea  habituated  to  alTert,     But  if 
we  make  ourfelves  too  little  for  the  fphere  of  our  duty ;  if,  on  the  contrary, 
we  do  dot  ftretch  and  expand  our  minds  to  the  cdmpafs  of  their  obie6^f  be  well 
a(rured,  that  every  thing  about  us  will  dwindle  by  degree^i  until  at  length  our. 
concerns  are   (hrunk  to  the  dimenlidns  of  our  miqds.     It  is  not  a  predile6lion 
to  mean,  fordid,  home-bred  cares,  that  will  avert  the'  confequences  of  a  fal(c 
eftimation  of  our  inter  eft,  or  prevent  the  (hameful  delapidation  into  which  a 
great  empire  muft  fall,  by  mean  reparations  upon  mighty  ruint. 

It  is  to' draw  your  attention  to  oeconomy  of  quite  aAother  order ;  it  is  to  ani« 
madvert  on  offences  of  a  far  different  defcription,  that  my  honourable  friend  has 
brought  before  you  the  motion  of  this  day.     It  is  to  perpetuate  the  abu(es  which 
are  fub verting  the  fabric  of  your  empire,  that  the  motion  is  oppofed.    It  is  there* 
fore  with  reafon  (and  if  he  has  power  to. carry  himfelf  through,  I  commend  his. 
prudence)  that  the  right  honourvble  gentleman  ikiakcshis  ftaqd  at  the  very  out* 
fct,  and  "boldly  refnfes  all  parliamentary  information.     Let  Ijim  admit  but  one. 
itcp  towards  inquiry  and  he  is  undone,  -—  You.muft  be  ignorant  or  he  cannot  be, 
fife.     But  before  his  curtain  is  let  down,  and  the  (hades  of  eternal  night  (hall 
veil  OUT  eaftcrn  dominions  from  our  view,  permit  me,  Sir,  to  avail  my(elf  of  the 
means  which  wt  re  furniihed  in  anxious  and  inquifitive  tiraes^  to  demonftrate^. 
out  of  this  £ngle  a6V  of  the  prcfent  Minifter,  what  advantages  you  are  to  derive 
from  permitting  the  greitcft  concern  of  this  nation  to  be  feparated  from  the 
cognizance,  and  exempted  even  out  of  the  competence  of  Parliament.     The 
grcateft  body  of  our  revenue,  your  moft  numerous- armies,  your  mod  important 
commerce,  the  richeft   fources  of  your  public  cr^it  (contrary  to  every  idea  of 
the  known -ilttled  policy  of  England)  are  on  the  ppint  of  being  converted  into 
a  mjilery  of  (late.     You  are  going  to  have  one  half  of  the  globe  hid  even  from 
the  common  liberal  curiofity  of  an  £ngli(h  gentleman.     Here  a  grand  revolution 
commences :  mark  the  period,  and  mark  the  ci)rcum(lances  ---  In  moft  of  the 
capital  changes  that  are  recorded  in  the  Jprinciples  and  fyftem  of  any  government^ 
a  public  benefit  of  fome  kind  or  other  has  been  pretended.     The  Revolution 
commenced  in  fomething  plaufible;  in  fometbing  which  carried  the  appearance 
at  lead  of  punifhment  of  delinquency,  or  corre£lion  of  abufe.     But  here,  in  the 
very  moment  of  a  converfion  of  a  department  of  Britiih  government  into  an  In- 
dian myflery,  and  in  the.  very  a£k  in  which  the  change  Commences,  a  corrupt, 
private  intereft  is  fet  up  in  dire£l  oppofition  to  the  neceffities  of  the  nation.     A 
diverfion  is  made  of  millions  of  the  public  money  from  the  public  treafury  to  a 
private  purfe.     It  is  not  into  fecrct  negociacions  fox  war^  peace,  or  alliance,  that . 

the 
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tHc  06u(e  fX  Coinftaons  h  forbidden  t»  iDqsire*-4c  \%  a  matter  of  acfiooit;  zi 
%  pecuifiar)^  tnm(«6ltott ;  ic  it  the  demlnd  of  a  fqfpc^Ud  ftavaid  upoa  ve^i 
tenants  and  an  embarrafled  maftcr,  that  the  Commons  of  Great  Brkuiaxccss- 
mBDded  not  to  iafpe^.  The  xvbole  tenor  of  the  right  honourable  gaolon 
argument  is  confonant  to  the  nature  of  his  policy ;  the  fjfftem  oTcoocealiKn 
fdftefed  by  <  ^item  of  falfehood  —  Falfe  fz&s,  felfe  colours,  falie  nana  of  pc 
fdns  and  things,  are  its  whole  fvppmt. 

Sh*,  I  mean  to  follow  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  chat  (dd  ofa- 
ctfption,  clearing  what  he  has  purpo/ely  obfcared,  and  fairly  fiatiog  vbt  k  is 
necefTary  for  him  to  miireprefeflt.  For  this  purpofe,  it  is  neccffary  you  hm 
know  withfome  degree  of  dtilinfhiers,  a  little  of  the  locality,  the  nature,  t!ier« 
cumftancet,  the  magnitnde  of  the  pretended  debts  on  which  this  marrellon  :> 
nation  is  founded,  as  welt  as  «f  the  perfbns  from  whom  and  bjwbomta 
claimed*. 

Madtas,  with  its  ilependencits,  it  the  iccomd  (but  with  a  long  iaterrL,  cz 
fecofid)  member 'of  the  Britifh  empire  m  the  Eaft.  The  trade  of  ibat  chy,  w. 
of  the  adjacent  territory,  wae,  not  rery  lon|;  agO|  among  the  nMftfloari&ii{ : 
Aiia.  Butiince  the  eftabliflitftent  of  the  Britiih  power,  it  has  wafted  away  ,ai: 
an  Ttntfofm  gradual  decline ;  infomucb,  thnin  tjbe  year  1 779,  not  oocowchzr 
of  eminence  was  tb  be  found  \m  the  whok  c^Qotry*.  During  this  ^criof  • 
dftcay,  about  6oo,oool.  fterling  a  year  hare  been  drawn  off  by  Englifli  gtatlrsB 
on  their  private  account,  by  the  way  of  China  aJotocf*  If  we  add  400,003!.  i. 
ptdbably  remitted  througt^^  other  channels,  and  in.  other  mediums,  that  is,  : 
)ewd3,  gold,  and  filver  dirtily  broaghc  to  Europe,  and  in  bills  upoathck 
tMh  and  foreign  Companies,  you  w)U  foartely  thtsk  the  matter  over-raKd.  '. 
We  fca  the  commencement  of  thk  ettniAioa  of 'money  from  the  Carnahc  at  1  ;^- 
Tiod  lib  eatiter  than  the  yeaff  xv^^t  «n^  cdofe  it  in  the  year  1 7'So,  ic  probaUji^il 
not  amonht  to  a  great  deal  lefs  than  ao,ooo,oo«  of  inoney. 

13urtng  the  deep  iifent  -flow  of  thia  fteady  ftream  of  wealth,  t^iiich  fct  {:% 
India  into  Europe,  it  generalfy  paCed  oa  with  no  adequate  obferratloa  \  buxiif^ 
pentng  at  Ibme  peritWIi  to  meet  riftt  df  rocks  tiiat  checked  its  courfe,  it  ^^fzy 
jicnfy,  and  attratEted  moie  notice.  *  The  pecuniary  diicoffions  caufed  by  n  i^ 
mulatibn  of  part  of  the  fortune*  of  the  fervants  iix  a  debt  from  the  N«bi^ 
Arcot,  -was  the  firft  thitag  which  very  particnJarlr  called  for,  and  long  cfipr- 
th^  attention  of  the  Court  of  Dirf6tors.     This  debt  amounted  to  &Sc,oool  U 
Kng,  and  was'  claimed,  for  the  greater  past,  by  Englifli  gentiemcB  rciiiise' 
Madras.     This  gnnd  capital,  Icttled  at  lea||tih  by  order^  at  un  percc&t.  & 
fonkd  an  annuity  of  B8,oool.  {. 

Whilft  the  Directors  were  digefting  their  afionifiiment  at  this  iaforsr-M 
41  memorial  was  prefented  to  them  from  three  gcntleaaen,  informing  theia,  u 
their  friends  had  lent  likewift,  to  merchants  of  Canton  in  China,  a  fume': 
more  than  iypot>,oool.  fterlyag.  In  diis  memorial,  they  callod  upon  the C: 
pany  foi  tfieir  aififtance  and  tnterpofitioB  with  the  Chineie  goreminent  fx  '^ 


*  Mr  ^ieh^eaamhiktionbcJbretheSekdComnUtiec,  AppqidUf  No.  a 

f  Apfiendtx,  Iffo.  X. 

^  Fourth  &eport,  Mr.i>aBdas*sCoinmittce,  p.  4. 
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xtoovery  of  tite '  4elit»    Thii  fiim  knt  tf>  Chiades  merdiafitt,  w«i  tt  »4  per 
cent,  whibh  would  yteldy  if  paidi  .an  annaity  of  940,000].  * 

Pflrplextd  vt  the  Dire^ori  wen  wkh  thc&  icmands,  you  mty  coseekr.  Si/', 
thtt  tkey  di4  uot  find  tbemfelvcs  very  much  diiembamiTed,  \xj  bcisg  niade  »c- 
^uaintcdi  that  they  mud  again  exert  their  toiuence  for  a  new  scicrv«  of  the 
happy  parfimony  of  their  iervantt,  colteAcd  into  a  ftcond  debt  from  the  Nabob 
of  Aneot,  amouatiiig  to  1,400,0001.  fettied  at  an  intereftof  ix  percenc.  This 
h  k&own  by  the  nasM  o£  tiie  CooibladatioB  of  x  79 7 ,  at  tbe  imnatr  0i  the  Kahpb*s 
dtbti  was  by  the  tidf  of  the  Cottfolid9tion  of  1 767.  To  this,  waa  jadded^  in  9, 
ftparate  parcel,  a  little  reicr^e  called  the  Cavalry  Debt,  of  i^^iOOoU  «t  liie 
fame  intercft.  The  whole  of  cheie  four  caphala,  amounting  ao  4i44j»,oeoh 
prodaced  at  their  ftveral  rates,  annuities  amounting  to  6a3,o«ol.  n  fcar^  m 
-good  deal  mere  than  one  tfeird  of  the  dear  land  tax  of  Kngknd,  at  four  fluUings 
in  thef^und ;  a  good  deal  mone  than  double  the  whole  annual  dtridcnd  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  the  nominiil  maflers  to  the  propnetors  of  thdeitUMb.  Of 
this  interell,  3*S3,sool.  a  year  Aood  chargeable  on  the  pufatic  revaauea  of  the 
Carnatfc.  ,  *  ^   . 

Sir,  at  this  moment,  ft  will  toot  be  deccflary  to  confitkr  the  Taneiia  opera- 
tjotts  which  the  capital  atid  tntereft  of  this  debt  have  fucceffively  vndeg^^pBe.     I 
ihall  fpeak  tothefe  operation!  when  I  come  panicuhirly  to  anfwer  the  right  ho« 
noucaUe  gentleman  00  each  of  the  heads,  as  he  has  thought  proper  to  divide 
them.     But  thii  was  the  eaaft  view  in  which  thefv  debts  hrft  appeared  to  ti^ 
Court  of  Dire^lors^  and  to  the  world.    It  varied  afterwards^  hut  it  aevpr  appear- 
ed in  any  other  than  a  moft  ^ueftionable  ibape.  MThen  this  gigantic 'pfaantom  of 
<kbt  firft  appesrcd  before  a  young  Miarfter,  it  naturally  would  have  psili&ed  iome 
degree  of  doubt  und  apprciicniion.  Such  a  prodigy  would  have  filled  ^ny  eoaunoo 
man  with  fuperllitious  fears.  He  would  exorcife  that  ihapelei*$,  aamdefs  form,  and 
by  every  ttung  facrcd,  would  have  adjured  it  to  tell  by  what  means  a  £naii  num^ 
berof  flight  individuals,  of  po  confequence  or  (ituation,  paffefied  of  no  luorative 
crffices,  without  the  command  of  armies,  or  the  known  adminiftration  of  revenues, 
without  profeflions  of  any  kind^  and  without  any  (brt  of  trade  fufiicient  toemploy 
jt  pedlar,  could  hi  a  few  years  (and  as  to  fomc,  even  in  a  few  months)  have 
analTed  trcafores  e^ual  to  the  revenues  of  a  refpe^bible  kingdom  ?  Was  it  not 
enough  to  put  thefe  gentlemen,  in  the  noviciate  of  their  adminiflcation^  on  their 
guard,  and  to  call  upon  them  for  a  ftri^  inquiry  (if  not  to  juilify  them  in  n  re- 
probrition  of  thofe  demands  without  any  inquiry  at  all)  that  when  all  fingland, 
Scotland,  and  Ir«4and,  had  foe  years  been  witnefs  to  the  immcn(e  fums  laid  out 
by  the  fervants  of  tlie  Company,  in  docks  of  all  denominations  ;  m  the  purchaie 
of  iands;  in  the  buying  and  building  of  houies ;  in  the  fecuring  ^uiet  feats  in 
Parlrament,  or  intlie  tumultuous  reit  of  conteftcd  elc^ions,  in  wandering  through- 
out the  whole  range  of  thefe  variegated  modes  of  inventive  prodtgalst'y  which 
Ibtnefimes  have  excited  our  wonder,  fomctimvs  rouibd  our  indignation  i  that.after 
all,  India  was  ftill  4,000,000!*  in  debt  ro  them  !  India  in  debt  to  them  J   For  what } 
Every  debt  for  which  an  equivalent  of  fome  kind  or  other  js  not  given,  is  on  the 
Race  of  it  a  fraud.     What  equivalent  had  they  to  give  ?   What  are  the  articles 

♦  A  witnefs  examinc^l  before  the  Committee  of  Secrefy  fays,  that  r8  per  cent,  was  ibc 
ifual  intcreft ;  bat  he  had  heard  chat  mere  had  been  gtxtn.  1  he  above  U  tiic  account 
vhich  Mr.  B.-reeeivctl. 

of 
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'of  commerce,  or  the  branches  of  manttfafbire  which  thofegeiitlealeiihavecarnd 
hence  to  enrich  India?  What  are  the  fcieoces  they  beamed  out  to  enlightaiti 
'What  are  the  artf  they  introduced  to  chear  and  to  adorn  it  ?  /What  are  die  rcb- 
.  gioua,  what  the  moral  inftitutions  they  have  taught  among  that  people  a»  a  pdt 
to  life,  or  at  a  con ibiation  when  life  ii  to  be  no  more  ^  That  there  it  an  etcrail  debt, 
a  debt  **  fiiU  paying,  ftill  to  owe,"  which  mnft  be  bound  on  the  prefent  gcaenQsa 
in  India,  and  enuiled  on  their  mortgaged  poftdrity  for  ever }  A  debt  of  miiiiosi, 
in  favour  of  a  fet  of  men,  whofe  namet,  with  few  ezceptiont,  are  either  bsried 
in  the  obfcurity  of  their  origin  and  talentt,  or  dragged  into  light  by  the  eaonnitj 
of  their  crimes. 

In  my  opinloni  the  courage  of  the  Minifter  wat  the  mod  tronderful  part  of  the 
trasia^ioni  efpecially  at  he  mnft  have  read,  or  rather' the  right  h'onounble  g«Q- 
tleman  fays,  he  has  read  for  him,  whole  yolumes  upon  ihe  fubjed,  Tbev»- 
lumesy  by  the  way,  are  not  by  one  tenth  part  fo  numerous  as  the  right  hosoar- 
able  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  pretend,  in  order  to  frighten  you  froa 
inquiry}  but  in  thefe  volumes,  fuch  as  they  are,  the  Minifter  muft  hare  fossi 
a  full  authority  for  a  fufpicion  (at  the  very  leaft)  of  every  thing  relative  to  the 
great  fortunes  made  at  Madras.'  What  is  that  authority  ?  Why  no  other  tba 
the  ftaading  authority  for  all  the  claims  which  thie  Miniftry  has  thought  fit  to 
•provide  for — the  grand  debtor— the  Nabob  oi  Arcot  himfelf.  Hear  that  Priocf, 
in  the  letter  written  to  the  Court  of  Diredors,  at  the  precife  period,  whilH  the 
main  body  of  thefe  debt«  were  contracting.  In  his  letter  he  ftates  himfelf  robe, 
what  undoubtedly  he  is,  a  mofl  competent  witnefs  to  tl^is  point.  After  fpok- 
ing  of  the  war  with  Hyder  Ali,  in  1768  and  1769,  and  of  other  iBcafurcs  whkl 
he  cenfures  (whether  right  or  wron^  it  fignifies  nothing)  and  into  M^hich  he  (avi  ht 
had  been  led  by  the  Company's  fcrvants ;  he  proceeds  in  this  manner^— ^'  If  lU 
^  thefe  things  were  againft  the  real  interefts  of  the  Company,  they  aretentboc- 
**  iand  times  more  againft  mine,  and  againft  the  profperity  of  my  country,  aodtbe 
<^  happinefs"^  of  my  people ;  for  your  intcreHs  and  mine  are  the  fame.  ^1m 
•*  were  they  owing;  to  then  ?  To  the  private  views  of  a  few  individuals,  who 
**  have  enriched  themfelvcs  at  the  ezpence  of  your  influence,  and  of  my  coim- 
**  try;  for  your  fervants  have  no  trade  in  this  country \  neither  do  you  pa? 
'*  them  high  wages,  yet  in  a  few  years  they  return  to  England,  with  many  laclb 
'^  of  pagodas.  How  canyon  or  I  account  for  fuch  immenfe  fortunes,  acquired 
*^  in  fo  ihort  a  time,  without  any  vifible  means  of  getting  them  }** 

When  he  alked  this  queftion*  whidi  involves  its'anfwer,  it  is  extraordicry 
that  curiofity  did  not  prompts  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  that  icquirr 
which  might  come  in  vain  recommended  ro  him  by  his  own  ^€t  of  ParliamcaL 
J>oes  not  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  tell  us  in  fo  many  words,  that  there  was  bo 
fair  way  of  making  the  enormous  fums  fent  by  the  Company's  femncs  tc 
England  ?  and  do  you  imagine  that  there  was  or  could  be  more  honefty  and  go»f 
faith  in  the  demands,  for  what  remained  behind  in  India  I  Of  what  nature  «ai 
the  tranra6^ions  with  himfelf?  If  you  follow  .the  train  of  his  informatioa  yea 
mull  fee,  that  if  thefe  great  fums  were  at  all  lent,  it  was  not  property  but  fpoil 
that  wat  lent ;  if  not  lent,  the  tranfadlion  was  not  a  contra£^  but  a  fraud,  i:- 
ther  way,  if  light  enough  could  not  be  furnifhed  to  authortfe  a  full  condemnatioi 
of  thefe  demands,  they  ought  to  have  been  left  to  the  parties  who  bed  knew  voA 
underflood  each  other's  proceedings.  It  was  not  necc0ary  that  the  authority  of 
government  ihould  interpofe  ip  favour  of  claimS|  whofe  very  foundactoo  ^^ 

adefiiict 
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ailefiiacc  of  that  authority^  and  vrhofc  6bje£k  and  end  was  it»  entire  fnb* 
vcrfion.       '  •• 

The  great  patron  of  thefe  creditors  (to  whofe  honour  they  ought  to  ere&  fta* 
tuet)  the  right  lioaourable  gentlemaa*9  in  ftatine  the  rocrttt  which  recommended 
them  to  his  favour,  has  ranked  them  under  three  grand  diviiions.  The  firfi,  the 
creditors  of  1767;  th^  the  creditors  of  the  cavalry  loan;  and  laftly,  the  creditors 
of  the  loan  in  i777«  Let  us  examine  them^  one  by  one,  as  they  pafsin  review 
bcfpre  us. 

irtk'efitft  ol  thefe  loans,  that  of  1767,  he  tofifis,  has 'an  indifputable  claiia 
upon  We  public  juftice.  The  creditors,  he  affirms,  lent  their  money  publicly  $ 
they  advanced  it  with  the  exprefs  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  Compsny^ 
and  it  was  contra^^ed  at  the  moderate  inreroft  of  ten  per  cent.  In  this  loan  the 
demand  li,  according  to  him,  not  only  juft,  but  meritorious  in  a  very  high  de- 
gree; and  one  would  be  inclined  to  believe  he  thought  fo,  becaufe  he  has  put  it 
laft  in  the  provifion  he  has  maile  for  chefe  claims. 

I  rieadily  admit  thia  debt  to  ftand  the  faireft  of  the  whole;  for  whatever  may- 
be my.fufpicions  concerning  a  pan  of  it^  I  can  convidk  it  of  nothing  worfcthaa 
the  moft  enormous  ufury.  But  I  can  convi^  upon  the  fpot  the  right  honourable 
gentleman^  of  the  moft  daring  miTrepFefentatioo  in  every  one  fa£^,  without  any 
exception,  that  he  has  alledged  in  defence  of  this  loan,  and  of  his  own  condu^b* 
with  regard  to  it.  I  will  (hew  you  that  thii  debt  was  never  contira^led  with  th6 
knowledge  of  the  Company  $  that  it  had  not  their  approbation ;  that  they  re- 
ceived the  firft  intelligence  of  it  with  the  utmoft  poflible  furprize,  indignation, 
and  alarm. 

So  far  from  being  prevtoufly  i>ppriced  of  the  tranfa^on  from  i^s  origin,  that  it 
was  two  years  before  the  Court  of  Dire^^ors  obtained  any  official  intelligence  of 
iu  '>The  dealings  of  the  fervants  with  the  Nabob  were  concealed  from  the  firft, 
*'  until  they  were  found  out,"  (fays  Mr.  Sayer,  the  Company's  council)  *^  by 
"  the  report  of  the  country."  The  preiidency,  however,  at  laft  thought  proper 
CO  fend  an  official  account.  On  this  the  DireAors  tell  them,  <*.to  your  great  re- 
^'  4>roach  it  has  been  concealed  from  us.  We  cannot  but  fufpe£k  this  debt  to  have 
**  bad  it%  weight  in  your  propofcd  aggrandizement  of  Mahomed  Ali  (the  Nabob 
^*  of  Arcoc)  ;  but  whether  it  has  or  has  not,  certain  it  is»  you  are  guilty  of  an 
'<   high  breach  of  duty  in  concealing  it  from  u^." 

Thefe  expreflions,  concerning  the  ground  of  the  traufa£^ion,  its  effi:£b,  and  its 
rJandeftine  natore,  are  in  the  letters,  bearing  date  March  17,  1769.  After  re-> 
:ctviAg  a   more  full  account  on  the  23d  of  March,    iTjo,    they  ftate,   that 

*  MeiTrs.  JcAo  Pybus,  John  Call,  and  James  Bourchier,  as  truftees  for  them- 

*  fclvcs  and  others  of  the  Nabob's  private  creditors,  had  proved  a  deed  of  affign- 

*  nient  4ipon  the  Nabob  and  his  fon  of  fifteen  diftri£ls  of  the  Nabob'a  country, 

*  che   revenues  of  which   yielded,  in  time  of  peace,   eight  lacks  of  pagodas 
'    C3  20>oool.   fterling)    annually;    and  likewife  an  affignment  of  the   yearly 

*  tribute  paid  the  Nabob  ttttm  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  amounting  to  four  lacks  * 

*  of  rupees  (40,oool.)"     The  territorial  revenue,   at   that  time  poiTeiTed  by 
^t4;/e  gentlemei^  without  the  knowledge  or  ocofeAt  of  their  mafters,  amounted  t^  • 
^irce  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pound  fterling  annually.     They  were  makiaf  - 
•pid  ft  rides  to  the  entire  poflcilion  of  the  country,  when  the  Dirls^ters^  whom  the 

*Mr.  Xlund*s« 
Vox.  XVIXI.  '  "  4  H  _  right 
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nglit:h0QQinraUe  g«ntl6Biatiftates..as.  kariag  amhoriicd.theift  pONawdiag^  «v 
kept  in  fuch  profound  ignorance  of  this  royal  acquifition  of  tcrrstodal  ftTcaver' 
tkcfic  fenraiitSy  that;  r^  ihe  fame.'  letter  they  i«y»  **  this  alHgimeiic  was  wsm 
''.  h^.three  of  the  rocmberffiof  yoyr  board,  in  Januaiy,  ¥767,  yccane  da  aotii 
**  the;,  leaft. trace  of-  it  upon  your  confultationSy  un^  Augitft  1764^  oar  d»aai 
**,9i  y'Our  letters  to  us  afford  any  informatiaa  relatiye  to  fMcfa.traalaftiflM,  os 
^V  the.  1  ft. of  November  x76l£.  By,  your  laft.  ietten cof  2  the  8i|t  of  May  i?i^ 
"  you  bring  the  whole  proceeding  to  light  in  one  view.'* 

A^  to  the  previous  knowledge  of  the  .Company,  and  its  (anAicm  to  the  6ac 
y9u  fee.  that  this  alTertlon  of  that  knowledge  is  utterly  unfoanded^  Batiii^i:: 
Dfirei^ors  approve  of  it,  and  ratify  the  traoia&ion  wheji  it  .vms  knovoii  Tii 
very  reverfe.  On  the  fame  3d  of  March, -the  Dlrefkors  declase,  '*  tipooai  2 
**  partial  examination  of  the  whole  condu£k  of  our  late  Governor  aad  Cousd  3 
**  fort  George  (  Madras)  •  and  on  the  fullefb  confidaration,  that  the  iaid  Govesf] 
*^  and  Council  have,  in  notorious  violatixui  x>f  the  trail  repofed  la  then,  aia 
**'  feftly  preferred  the  intcrefk^of  private  indlvidiials  to  that  of.  the  Conptaf.  2 
*'  permitting  the  aflignment  of  the  revenues  of  certain  valaable  4liiai£b, ::  i 
**  very  large  amount,  fro.m  the  Nabob  to  Individ tals" — ^aod  then  hig^ya£n< 
vacing  their  crimes,  they  tdd  ''  we  order  and  dice(fc  that  you  d»  exanioe  ia  -jh 
".  moft  impartial  manner,  all  the.  above vroentioned  tnmfaQiona;  and  tkat^ 
'^  puniih  by  fufpcniion,  degradation,  difmiffion^  or  otherwife,  astOiyoo  AaUias 
'^neet,  all  and  every  fuch  fervant  or  fervaats  of  the  Company,  who  vajr 
**  you  be  found  guilty  of  any.of  thejihoveioffcnces/'  **  We  bad  (lay  tLcT- 
*<  re£tors}  the  mortification  to  find  that  the  fervants  of  the  Company,  vho  h^ 
*'  been  raiied,  fopported,  and  owed. their  prefect  opulence  to  the  a^rasajt 
*^  gained  in  fucH  fervice,  have  in  this  inftance  moft  unfaithfully  bccsayc^  r« 
*'.  truft,  abandoned  the  Company's  intereft,  and  proftituted  its  inflacace  t?:*« 
'* .  compliih  the  purpofes  of  individuals,  whil^b  the  intereft  of  the  CoofssT 
**  .aUnoft  wholly  neglc^d,  and  payment  to  ut  rendered  exocmely  precane;^  ' 
Here  then  is  the  rock  of  approbation  of  the  Court  of  J)ire£h>ra,  on  vAa^  ':i 
right  honourable  gentleman  fays  this  debt  \vas  founded.  Any  member,  Vr 
Speaker,  who  fiiall  come  into  the  Houfe^  on  my  reading  this  fenteaee  of  cctdee^ 
nation- of  the  Court  of  Dire^ors  againft  their  unfaithful  fervants,  retg^'J 
imagine  that  he  had  heard  an  harlh,  fevere,  uii()ualLfied  inve^Meagainft  ther^ 
fent  minifterial  Board  of  Control.  So  exadiy  do  the  proceeding  of  the  p&zrr- 
of  this  abufe  tally  with  thofe  of  the  a^ors  in  it,  that  the  expretfiooB  ufci  n  '^ 
condemnation  of  tho  one,  may  ferve  for  the  reprobation  of  the  other,  withcc'^' 
change  of  a  world. -^ 

-How  they  came  to  contni6^  the  debt  to  themfelves,  how  they  came  toW!] 
agents  for  thof»  whom  they  ought  to' have  contiolled,  is  for  your  inquirj. 
policy  of  this  debt  was  announced  to  the  Court  pf  Dire£bors,  by  the  very 
concerned  in  creating  it«     <*  TiU  very  lately,**  (fay  the  Preiidency)   **  tfct 
**  <bob  placed  his  dependence  on  the  Company.     Now  he  has  been  uught  :• 
**  adidfers,  that  an  intereft  out  oMoor&may  ftand  him  in  good  fte^d.    H< 
''  ^been  made  to  believe  that  his  pri^te  creditors  have  power  and  intociltii  eu 
".  j^ale  (he  Court  of  Diro6^ors^.*'    -The  Nabob  was  not  mifinibrmad.    Tke  f«| 

•J 

»  For  the  threats  of  the  creditors,  and  total  fuhvcrfion  of  the  anthority  <»f  the  O^J 
an  favour  ef  Ike  Nabob's  power,  and  thdinoreafis  thereby  of  hi&  evil  difp^fitioiis, 
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vovem4itors-uifiuitly'<iisdifi«d)a  viift  nvmbor'df  Totei;  w<d-4ialiiag  Hnidc:th5n- 
ftWcs  BiftefB  of  tiw  Ooxxn  of  i^roprwtors,  «s  well  as  -€XtetMitfig*aipow«rfai  e^M 
in  ^ther  '{yhKM  m  Imtioftai/t,  they  fi>  obxfaplet^ly  dvtfrnkhea  the^mchonty  vf  cfas 
€oifvt  9f-Diredor6<ict  home  uid  abrosM,  ihiat  i his  poor  bftftled  got^efnfmnt  ^it 
ibt)ft:«bi«ged  to  lower  its  tose.  it  wtisigtttd  ^to  be  aittnltt^  ifisro  k  parttfoiVip  Wi^ 
in  pwB  ter«atf«s,  Tht  Court  of 'Dire€bors  eiliiblifliTBg  the  debt  whidh  Vh%9r:hBd 
i^robsied  afs  « Ifreach  of  trnft,  mud  which  wtfs  .planned  for  the  tbbvcrfloto^thiAr 
authority,  fettled  its  payments  on  a  par  with  thofe  of  the  ptbKc*}  iiyd  e^  ffft 
were  not  able  to  obuin  peaee  or  even  equality  in  their  demands.  AN  ttS^  «oii- 
fequiencM  isiy  In  a  fegular  iind  hrefiftiblc ^nufn.  By  emplbytng  ttoeir  hrflutfftCfc'Ar 
the  racowryofthisdebt,  their  orders,  iflViedhi  the  fame  brbMfh,  ag^aytl  ^nfttfb^ 
new  debts,  oniy  animated  the  (Irong  defires  of  their  fervatiti  *C0  rtiis^^rcMlrttell 
prolific  ^poit,  and  it  foon  j^rodticed  a  iWrm  of  f(^ns  knfd  dbi^ht^ftt  taot^Ti  VheiAH 
degenerated  from  the  virtue  of  their  parents. 

From  that  moment  the  Authority  of  the  Coutc  of  Difo^^St^  (e^^h-cd  -ih  ^the 
Caroatiic,  and  every  whore  elfc.  *•  Everyman,'*  ftty%  the  I^fclMfehcy,  \\4l6  ^* 
**  pofes  the  government  and  its  meafurcs,  finds  an  immedifctie  cbuvtrc^a^  'fMM 
^*  the  Nabob;  even  our difcarded pffi<er»,  however  un\Vonh^,  Srh  te^vlid'HM 
*«  the  Nabob'l  fdrvice*."  It  was  indeed  a  mftttec  of  no  Wonderful  flVgidty  f» 
determine  whether  the  Court  of  Dire€k:otii,  with  thef r  mi(et<ibre  falarf^6  to  t\ktit 
lervmn  ^f  4  br  5o'ol«  a  year,  or  the  diltributor  of  millions,  vtks  tadk  WIHftH  H 
fate  obeyed.  It  was  am  invention  beyond  the  ima|riiyatidh  of  >a!l  i!he  fp^culiitiNs  a^ 
our  f^cuiatiztg  age,  to  fee  a  governcA'ent  quleftW  fettled  4n  one  ahd  ^%  ftilfe  V^^tr; 
compofbd  cf  two  diftinA  Members  $  one  to  piy  fcahtHy  fdr  obedito'eb,  ffn€  ihh 
othar  to  bribe  hi^h  for  rebellion  and  revolt. 

When  you  conftder  the  mofmlty  of  th«  intttreft  a^  whi<4>i  thefe  dbbts^b'r^  cdd- 
tra^dy  and  the  feveral  interefts  added  to  the  princi(>al.,  I  believie  fKM'\k^  not 
think  me  fo  fceptieal,  if  I  dio\lld  doubt,  Whether  for  this  df  S8b,oobl.  tilt  Vabol 
aver  faw  100,0001.  in  real  money.  The  right  honourable  gentlemlih  (WfpeAing', 
with  all  hit  abfolutb  dominion  over  hO[,  that  be  never  >liri1I  be  bble  to  ddfehd  ev^ 
this  vtnerable  patriarchal  |ob,  though  fanftihed  by  irs  numerous  tflfu^,  and  iioary 
Mdch  prafcriptitc  yeat^,  hat  retoat-ftf  to  recrimination,  the  laft  Hfoorce  Of  j^Utl 
Ht  fays  that  thil  loan  of  1767  wae  provided  for  in  Mr.  Fdx's  lAdia  bilt^  ini 
|ttdging  of  others l>y  hit  Own  nature  ind  pri^di^fei,  lie  mor6  thati  inpfinuat^^  thlA 
this  provifioh  was  made,  not  fr6m  uny  fenfe  of  merit  in  the  ctaim,  but  ffb^n  bai^ 
tiality  to  G€neral  Smith,  a  ptojprletor,  and  an  agent  for  th^t  debt.  If  |)^iality 
c^uld  have  had  any  weight  againft  jilftite  and  ^licy,  with  the  then  rrtinif^i  aiiU 
'  their  friends.  General  Smith  had  titles  to  it.  Biit  th^  right  honoiirable  i^bfele- 
maki  knows  as  Well  As  I  do,  that  Gfeneral  Smith  was  very  far  frb^  ItftflSbg  bh 
himfelf  as  paniaily  treated  in  the  arrangements  of  that  timi; ;  indeed  wlnft  itfih 
4tred  to  hopfe  for  priVite  partiality  in  that  iiicred  plAn  for  relief  to  hatiohr? 

great  icrangancnt  of  a)l  nnblic  concerns,  fee  Sclcft  Committee*  Foit  St  GpQj;5cVlcitc;-^, 
2i(i  November  17^9,  and  January  *3irt,  i77o;  Scptemhef  f  i,  1771.  An«J  Grovcr'nor  fiour- 
cfatcr*s  letter^  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  itft  l^yeihner  t7«p;  and  December  $,  17^9. 
.  *  **  He  (the  Nabob)  is  in  a  great  degree  ^e  ea<ift  of  our  fsreleiil  lnQbi1>)y;  By  diverttrig 
*•  the  revenues  of  the  Carnatic  through  private  channels.** — "  Even  this  pcfhciifh  (the  Tan- 
"  jorc  tribute)  circamftanced  ashe  and  we  ate,  he.  has  afHgn'd  over  to  others,  who  now 
"  fet  themfelves  in  oppofition  to  the  Camptfy**'  Cniffultations,  O^ober  11,  1769,  on  the  | 
ixth  GommuBicated  to  the  Nabob* 

4  H  a  It 
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It  is  tot  nceeflkry  thtt  the  right  hononnble  gQ^tLraban  diould  farcifiMUy  c^ 
that  time  to  our  recolIeflioQ.  Well  do  I  remember  every  circumftftDce  of  that 
memorable  period.  God  forbid  I  ihould  forget  it.*  O,  illuftrioiis  dilgraoe !  O^ 
▼ifkorious  defeat!  May  your  memorial  be  freih  and  new  to  the  latcft  geaen- 
tion!  May  the  day  of  that  generous  confli^  be  iUmpcd  in  chara£lera  never  to 
tt  canceled  or  worn  out  from  the  records  of  fime  \  Let  no  man  hear  €i  us, 
vrho  ihall  not  hear  that  in  a  ilruggle  againil  the  intrigues  of  CourtSp  and  she 
preBdious  levity  of  the  multitude,  we  fell  in  the  caufeof  honour*  in  the  asxk 
of  our  country,  in  the  caufe  of  human  nature  itfelf  i  But  if  Fortune  ibonld  be  a 
pilWcrful  over  Fame,  as  (he- has  beeu  prevalent  over  Virtue,  at  leaft  ^ur  confdcnce 
it  beyond  her  jurifdi^^ion.  My  poor  (hare  in  the  fupport  of  that  great  meaAtre 
to  man  fhall  ravifh  from  me.  It  Ih^l  be  fafely  lodged  in  the  fan^oaiy  of  my 
heart:  never,  never  to  be  torn  from  thence,  but  with  tho/e ' holds  that  grappk 
It  to  life.  - 

J.  fay,  I  will  remember  that  bill,  and  every  one  of  its  honcft  and  ir»  wift  pr>- 
vifions*  It  is  not  true  that  this  debt  was  ever  protc£itcd  or  enforced,  or  any  reve- 
nue whatfoever  fet  apart  for  ir«  It  was  left  in  that  btU  juft  where  it  fiood ;  to  be 
paid  or  not  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Nabob's  private  treafures,  according  to  his  ofwn 
difcretion.  The  Company  had  a€lual\y  givco  in  their' fao£iion  ;  though  alvayi 
relying  for  its  validity  on  the  fole  fccurity  of  the  faith  of  him  *  whowith^ 
their  Jtnowledge  or  confent  entered  into  the  original  obligation,  it  had  no  other 
ikn€l:ioii}  it  ought  to  have  had  no  other.  So  Jar  was  Mr.  Fox's  bill  ftrom  prn. 
yiding  funds  for  it,  as  this  Miniftry.  have  wickedly  done  for  this,  and  for  ten 
times  wo^rfe  tranfa£^ions,  out  of  the  public  eftate,  that'an  expreA  clanfc  immedi- 
ately preceded,  pofitively  forbidding  stny  Britiih  fubjeft  from  reeeiving  ajfigo- 
ments  upon  any  part  of  the  territorial  revenue,  on  any  pretence  whatibcrer. 

..You  recollefb,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftroagljr 
profefled  to  retain  every  part  of  Mr.  Fox*s  bilU^^hich  was  intend,^  to  preTcat 
abufe;  but  in  his  India  Bill,  which  (let  me  ^6  )uftice)  is  as  ahk  and  ikilful  t 
performance  for  its  own  purpofes,  as  ever  idued  from  the  wit  of  man,  pireacdi* 
tatiQg  this  iniquity— Aof  ')>/*«  w/  firueret  Trojamquf  aperiret  Achii/is^  expun^ 
this  elTential  claufe,  broke  down  the  fence  which  was  riifed  to  cover  the  public 
^property  against  the  rapacity  of  his  part^izais,  and  thus  levelling  every  ohftmSfos:, 
lie  made  a  firm,  broad  highway  for  (in  an^  death,  for  ufury  and  oppreffioa, 
to  renew  their  ravages  throughout  the  devoted  revenue^  of  the  Camatic. 

The  tenor,  the  policy,  and  the  confequences  of  this  debt  of  17 67,  are  id  the 
cy<es  of  Miniftry,  fo  excellent,  that  its  merits  are  irrtBftible ;  and  it  takes  the 
lead  to  give  credit  and  countenance  to  all  the  reft.  Along  with  this  chofen  bodf 
of  heavy-armed  infantry,  and  to  fupport  it  in  the  line,  the  right  boaourabie 
gentleman  has  flatiooed  his  corps  of  black  cavalry.  If  there  be  an^*  advantage 
between  thi«  debt  and  that  of  1769,  according  to.  him  the  cavalry  debt  has  it. 
It  IS  not  a  fubje^b  of  defence; 'it  is  a  theme  of  panegyric.  Lifien  to  the  Hgbt 
honourable  gentleman,  and  you  will  find  it  was  contrafVed  to  fave  the  coyotrT; 
to  prevent  mutiny  in  armies;  to  introduce  oEconomy  in  revenues;  and  for  »H 
thcfe  hoilourable  purpofes,  it  originated  at  the  exprcfs  defirc,  and  by  the  repre- 
fcntativc  authority  of  the  Company  itfelf. 


•  The  Nabob  of  Arcot. 
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:  MnBurkc- WeflAted  at  fome  Length  the  ihamefal  clrctiinftancet  of  this  trpnf- 
a£lion{  fend  to  ihcMr  the  infamy  oi  faucaringf  he  read  a  letter  wricc^n  from  one  of. 
undottUcd  mformatioD  in  Madras,  to  Sir  John  ClaTering,  defcribing  the  prac* 
tice  that  prevailed  there,  whtlft  the  Company'!  allies  were  under  fale,  during 
the  f  ime  of  Governor  Winch's  adminiftration* 

I  *<  One  mode"  (fays  Clavering's  correfpondent)  "ofamafling  money  at 
*^  the  Nabob's  coft  is  curious.  He  is.gsneraliy  in* arrears  to  the  Company.  * 
**  Here  the  Governor,  being  calh-keepcr,  is  generally  on  good  terms  with  the . 
''  banker,  who  manages  matters  thus  :  The  Governor  prefles  the  Nabob  for« 
*'  the  balance  due  from  htm  $  the  Nabob  flies  to  his  banker  for  relief;  th^  banker « 
'*  engages  to  pay  the  money,  and  grants  his  notes  .accordingly,  which  he  puts  in  ^ 
"  the  ca(h-bookas  ready  money ;  the  Nabob  pays  him  aa  intcreft  for  it  at  two 

or  three  per  cent,  per  meofem,  till'  the  tunkaws  he  grants  on  the  particulat. 

diftrt€ks  for  it  are  paid.     Matters  in  the  mean  time  are  fo  managed^  that  there  . 
*\  is  no  call  for  this  money  for  the  Company's  fervice,  till  the  tunkaws  become 
*'  due.    By  this  means  not  a  rupee  of  cafh  is  advanced  by  the  bauker,  thoi^h  he 
*^  receives  a  heavy  intereft  from  the  Nabob,  which  is  4ivided  as  lawful  fpofil.** 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  have  the  whole  art  and  myilery,  the  true  free-mafon 
fccret  of  the  profeilion  of  foucaring;  by  which  a  few  innocent,  inexperienced 
young  Englilhmen,  fuch  as  Mr.  Paul  Benfield,  for  inftance,  without  property 
Upon  which  any  one  would  lend  to  themfclves  a  fingie  ihilling,  are  enabled  at 
once  to  tsjce  province$  in  mortgage,  to  make  prioccs  their  debtors,  and  to  bceome 
creditors  for  millioAs, 

'  But  it  fecms  \\it  right  honourable  gentleman's  favourite  foucar  cavalry  have^* 
prove4  th^  payment  before  the  Mayor's  Court  at  Madras  J  Have  they  fo  ?  Whf 
then  defrau4  9U4:  nnxiety  and  their  chara£^ers  of  that  proof?  Is  it  not  enough' 
t|iat  the  charts  w))ic^  £  have  laid  before  you,  have  flood  on  record  againil  thefe-, 
poor  injuret}  gentlemen  for  c'vgbt  years  ?  Js  it  not  enough  that  they  are  in  priat 
by  the  orders 'of  t|ie  £aft-Xn4ia  Company  for  five  years  ?  After  tbefo  jgentlemea 
have  borne  all  the  0({ium  af  this  publication,  and  all  the  indignation  of  the  Di- 
rcdlors,  with  fUch  unexampled  e<iuanimity,  now  that  they  are  at  length  ilimulaud 
into  feeling;  itre  you  to  deny  them  their  juft  relief?  But  will  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  be  pleafed  to  tell  us,  how  they  came  not  to  give  this  fatisfa^lioix 
to  the  Cottft  of  Direflors,  theii  lawful  mafters,  during  all  the  eight  yeacs  of  thit 
litigated  claim  ?  Were  they  not  bpuad,  by  every  tie  thai  can  bind  man,  to  give 
them  this  fatisfa^ion  ?  This  day,  for  the  firft  time,  we  bear  of  the  proofi.  But 
when  were  th^fe  proofs  oSitred  ?  In  what  caufe  ?  Who  were  the  parties  ?  Who 
infpeded  ^  Whoconteftcd  this  belated  account  ?  Let  us  fee  fomething  to  oppofe 
to  the  body  of  record  which  appears  againft  then|.  The  Mayor's  Court  I  The 
Mayor's  Court !  Pleafant  I  Does  not  the  honour^le  gentleman  know,  that  the 
corps  ofcreditors  (the  creditors  of  1767)  ftated  it  as  SLfoit.of  hardfhip  to  th^/ 
that  they  could  not  have  )\ift!ce  at  Madras,  from  the  impolfibUity  of  their  fup^ 
porting  their  claims  in  the  Mayor^s  Court.  Why  ?  becauie,  fay  they,  the  mea*« 
bers  of  that  Court  were  themfelves  creditors,  and  therefore  could  not  fit  at 
Judges^.  Are  we  ripe  to  fay  that  no  creditor  under  fiiHilar  eircumftances  wat 
iaerobrr  of  the  Court,  when  the  payment  which  is  the  ground  of  thii  cavalry  debt 

*  Memorial  from  thp  CrecUtors  to  the  Goveraor  and  Cenncil,  ssd  Jsnuarr,  1770. 


^ 


tvas.fU2t  .in  proof '^'f  rKo^,  km  annr  CDttin  i  mbitMwr  tfnipilkidtD  mMf  cb 

vrim^t  not  fame  faYtkifotion  iA«he&  iraniy6tiotK }  -It  it  k  -taw  to  bear  ftc 
pljnfsuinQDtiDiitdf  .wftead'ofitUeMseft  TVgoromTtfruiiirf 'tvlHcliihccbeiuiiiBa. 
of  fuch  aii  affair  fo  indifpenfably  cadMcr. 

::SurdHii  ]WajcAy^'MmifteffSy«Ttid|ilgctkT  ahoagh^^C)  other Tcittthmiyttfve  Mr ^- 
fVifi^lqi'rwith  ant!iiirifiB|^rt]beipa3«ii«u  :oJf  this  ^jamawii  Wirbom  fath  b^try  sik' 
aft  iluii  ^reftriicd.;  but  thtjriiave  addt^  the  -aritear  df  OMeWe  ))er  ctbt.  ifucnt 
faam«liey«ar(i777i7  so  thcvfisr 'ii^S4,  to  mafcea  new  aapittt!,  raifitig  tkic^  fe 
ite'6a>t94'*OAfi'V-  'Then  Ihcj  cfaaoge  a  newt«c«lve  per  ocnt.  ootiKf^ok  fn; 
tbot  J^fioti/'for  a  •  traaia£Hc»H  iti  .wbtcb  it  M^n4>eainiya€leififiigle^' 
witi  <  bt  'tmt  .fouEDd  reaHy  adraacqd  ^ffom  tiie  pri^rate  Aock  of  ^  ymdu 

.  cpdKors*- 

^'ia  this  maimer,  .m4  iat  ifuch  an.  iii«er<ffty  tiie  Miniftcrs  liare  tboQjbt  pn^c  r. 
flifpofc  ^f<  t^4,oool.-tof  .ihc  fmbtie  rcvjentuss,  for  what  is  caMed  tkc  caTiiry  he 
After difpatcfaiog  this,'  tht  light  honourable  gentleman  leadt  to  batdt  b.r 
grand,  divifion,  chc  comlbfindated  ^obt  of  1777.     But  KarYf ng  ^xfanfte^  ail  i 

.  panegyric  on  ahe  two  6frft»  he  has  nothing  at«H  to  fay  in  faronrnfthelifi.  C: 
tkeonitraryy  ^^  admita  that  it  was  contra6^ed  in  <defiaace  of  the  ComiaiiT'!  .:- 
.4tn>  withoutefyefniiie  pretended ieprefettativei.  Nobody,  indeed,  has  fct^ 
foand  ihardy  enough  to  ^fiaud  forth  avowredly  in  its  defeaoe.  Bttt  it  it  liRic  tosr 
ctedit  of  the  -age,  chat  what  hat  iiot  plaufibitity  enoiFgh  to  find  an  adv«ci»,  !x 
influence  enough  to  obtain  a  prote£^or>  Could  any  man  expe€b  to  find  thep- 
rtftor  any  where  }  But  what  rauft  every  anan  thiok,  when  he  finds  tklt^^ 
tar  ja  the  Chairman-of  the  Commietve  of  Secrecy  <f,  who  had  puMffredtd*: 
Uoufe,  and.  to  the  \viorld,  the  fads  that  condemn  tiiefe  debt«--4he  oidennk 
iwiii4the  ia earring  of  chcsn— the  dreadful  conieqaencet  which  acteaded  t^j 
8vea  in  hit  o&ciai  letter,  when  he  tramphss  on  his  patliaAientary'  Report  •'■' 
hta  gciierfll  language  it  the  lame.  Read  the  preface  to  tint  parc'of  the  mitiSc^ 
afvangemeat,  and  yoo  would  inpAgine  that  thit  dc4lt  wat  to  be  cniiiedf  wti^ 
libe -weight  ofaidignation  which  coald  fall  from  a  Vigitant  guardian  of  the  |>^ 
Kc  titafory^  upon  thofe  'wiho  attempted  ro  rob  it.  What  muft  be  lek  by  rr 
iRan  who  hat  feeling,  when,  crftar  ^ch  a  thundering  preamble  of  coDdoBsr  * 

;  i4ift)deb|  is  ordered  to  be  f>aid 'without  any  fort- df  inquiry  into  iti  avdKat?:^ 
wif^out  «a.rmgle'ftop'  taken  to  fettle  eyen  the  amdunt  of  the  demand;  widK!^:" 

:.  ittamptfo^mnch  as  to  afcttrtain  the  raat  perfons  cliatming  a  fum,  wlncfa  n(<s - 
theaccbunts   fnt>4k«  'tj300}OOol.  'ilerllng,    to  2,4oe,e0ol.    principar  ttKcr! 
l^ithout  an  attempt  made  to  afcertain  the  prbprictors,  of  whom  no  Ydtbt^ 
,j€tAxtti  laid  baforethe  Court  of  Dire€tors;  of  proprietors  who  are  kaovB  » $ 

'  "^  In  tlVc y«r  137^,  l^T,  James  (Jail,  one  of  fKc  proprietors- of  this  fpecific  icbtt  •«'* 

~<iitlly  Wayor.     App<inlMx  to  id  Report  pf  Mr.  Dun^as's  Committee,  No.ti— Tr:^^' 

pfoofHpilfwh. appealed t>n  the  itiOiuiryinftitutBd  In  the  General  Court  of  i7«i,  «s»i-^ 

«    9k  td  che.Icii4ert'thenifeivet,  (WpaTmg  (what  no  Wy  ever  defiied)  that  they  hii  f^ 

tad  ayvf (}  to  pay '^a'^t  thai  i^ey  had  paid  the  fiim  of  i6o,aael.     This  was  t«e  tan  ^ 

shetranriAion;  aodthe  afSdavit  is  made  before  George  IVaQor,  Mayor,  aa  f^^^^ 

crrtain  of  the  oU  creditors.  Procectiings  of  the  Prefidbot  and  Council  of  Fort  Saim  C-^T 

-lid  February  1779.  /" 

f  Ri^ht  honourable  Henty  Dundas. 

i  Appendix  tp  the  4th  Report  of  Mr.  Dundas's  Committee,  No*  te. 
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in  a  cQ[Utt(i7e.  ikuffic,  by.'.whicfa  thc^  ney^r  apniac.to  be  tbfi  £unt  ia  any  two  liAs^ 
handed  about  iar  their  own  parc^^iUar  piucppfes  ? 

My  honourable  friend  who  made  you  the  motion,  has  fuiHciently^ezpoled.  the 
nature  of,  this. debt.  He  lias  (^Hd  to  you.  that  its  own  agents  in  the  year  i'7Si» 
in  the  arraogement  they  propofed  to  make  at  Calcptta^.  were  fatisfiied  to  have' a 5^ 
per  cent,  at  onceftrucift  off  from,  the  capiui  of.  a  ^eat  part  of.  this  debt<;  antt' 
prayed  to  have  a  proviiion  made  for  tills  reduced  -pfizKipal^  without  any  intercl^ 
at  all.  This  waa  an* arrangement  of  their  own».an  arrangipment  made  hy.  th^fc 
who  be{t.kne>Y  the  true  coniUtution  of  thek  own  debt;  who  knew  ho^v  Httlei.fa* 
vour.i^  mericfd*>  and.ho>y  little  hopes  they  bad  to  find  any  peribns  in  authority 
abandoned  enough  to  fu^ort  it  as  it  ftoed« 

But  what, coi^irupt  mexif  in  the  fond  imaginations  of  a  fangyine  avarice,  Jiad 
not  the  con&dencc  to  pf  opofe,  they  have  -found  a  Chancellor  of  the  £xcheqiier  111 
Englandhardy,  enough  to  undertake,  for  them*  He  has  cheered  their  drooping 
fpirjtsy  He  .baa  thanked,  the  peculators  for  not  defpairiog  of 'their  comm^nvveaith. 
He  has  told  them  they  were  too  mod<:(f.  H^  has  replaced  the  t$  per  cent.,  which, 
in  order  to.  lighten  themfelvcs,  they,  had  abandoned  'in  their  confciousi  tarcoiv  In» 
ftead  of  cutting,  olF  the  interc2»  as  they  had  thcmfelves  confcnted  to  do^  witl^the 
fourth  of.  the  capital,  he  has  added  the  whole  growth  of  four  years  uliiry  of  tz 
per  ccnc  to  the  firft  over-grown  priacipai ;  and  has  again  grafted  on  thi»  melio*' 
irated.Aock  a  perpetual  annuity  of  6  per  cent,  to  take  place 'from  thejMiac  17^ j. 
Let  no  man  hereafter  talk  of  the  decaying,  energies -of  nature^  All  tho.  a^  and 
monuments  of  the  records-  of  peculation  j  the  confolidated  corruption^  of.  ages  ^ 
the  patterns  ^f  exemplary* plunder  in  the  heroic  times  of  Romaa  iniiffuty^^nevcr 
equalled  the  gigantic  corruption .•f  this  fingle  a£^.  Never  did  Nero^.iiiv  all  the 
iniblent  pvpdtgality  of  defpptifm,  deal  out  to  his  pra^orian  guards  a  donation. 
$t-to  (>e  named  with  the  largefs  ibowercd  down  by  the  bounty  of  cur  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  on  the  faithful  band  of  bis  Indian  Sepoys^ 

This ^ day,  and  not  before,. the. right  honourable  gentleman,  thiala  tKar.the 
geoecal  edabliihaent  of  all  ckums  is  the  furcft  way  of  lying; open,  the  fxattd  of 
lbmeo(  them»  In  India,  this  is  a  reach  of  decp.^licy.  But  what -would 
be  thovg^t  oi  this  mode  of  acting  on 'a  demand  upon  the  TreaTury'ijs  £Bgla«d  ^ 
Infteadr  of  all  this  cunning,  is  thecc  not  one  plain  way  open,  th^tis^  to>  put  the 
burden  "of.  the  proof  on  thofe  who  make  the  demand?  Ought  not  Mi&iftry.to 
have  faid  to  the  creditors,  '*  The.pei(bn  who  admits  your -debt  Ha  nds  excepted 
**  to  a«^  evidence ;  heftands  charged  as  a  colludve  party,  to  hand  ov<tr the. public 
*^  revenues  to  you  for  iiniiler  purpofcs.  You  fay^  you  have  a  dem  and  of  fomc 
**  millions  on  the  Indian  Trcafury ;  prove  that  you  have  ailed  b)r  la\vful  au- 
**  thocity^  prove  at  Icoil  that  your  money  has  been  bond  fidd  ad  van  Sedj- entitle - 

*  No  fen  A:  of  the  common  dan{:er^  in  ciic  of  a  war,  can  prevail  on '.him  (i  fcclESfabob  of 
Arpot)  to  furnifh  the  Comp4.iiy  ^^ith  what  is  .ahfolutdy  necetfary  to  afleab  lean  army, 
though  it  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  money  to  a  large.anouut  is  now  boarded  up.  b/l{i$: vomers 
at  Chcpauk;  and  tunkaws  arc  granted  to  individukls  upon  iomcof  his  moil  v:  doable  counr 
tries*  for  payment  of  part  of  tho(c  debts  vk'hicb  he  has  contra^^^d^  and  which  .'  :erfeui>ly  will 
n*Jt  bear  ixifpe^Hon,  as  neither  th»debtor>or  creditors  ha.ve  ever  had  the  confidd  tee  ttyiubmt^ 
the  accounts  to  our  examinatioHi  though  they  exprellcd  a  wi(h  to  consolidate  the  ;  ddtts  under 
the  aufpices  of  this  govcrnment^^^rccaMy  (o  a  plan,  they  had  formed.  N«adt  BsConfuha- 
rions,  xcth  July  17 7A.  Mr.  OundasVAppcndU;  to  ad  Report,  143.  See  a  V*  lUt  Ap- 
pendix to  ditto  Report,  ^o»  3769  J3. 
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'<  yotftf^lf  to  mj  prate6^ioB,  by  the  fairnefs  tnd  fulnefs  of  the  commiiinci:.'«* 
*Vyou  make."  Did  an  hoiraft  creditor  ever  refufe  that  reafozuibte  and  hsofr 
teft? 

I  have  endeavoured  to  find  out»  if  poilible,  the  amount  of  the  «ho1e  cf  t\:i: 
demands,  in  order  to  fee  how  mucH,  iuppoOng  the  country  in  a  conditioa  tr  f-.'* 
niih  the  fund,  may  remain  to  fatisfy  the  public  debt  and  the  neceifaryeitsLb..^- 
inenti.  But  I  have  been  foiled  in  my"  attempt*  About  one- fourth,  that  is  ib*.* 
2»o,ooo  of  the  loan  of  1767,  remains  unpaid.  How  much  tnterefi  i»  ie  ir*.* 
I  could,  never  difcovcr;  feven  or  eight  years  at  lead,  which  t%t>uld  male  :i' 
whole  of  that  debt  about  396,oooI»  This  ftock,  which  the  Minifikert  to  !^i- 
jnftru6lions  to  the  Governor  of  Mad^s  ftate  as  the  leaft  except  ion  able,  they  Iht 
thought  proper  to  diilinguifli  by  a  marked  fevcrity,  leaving  ft  the  only  oae  . 
which  the  intertfl  is  not  added  to  the  principal^  to  beget  a  new  inrercft. 

The  cavalry  loan,  by  the  operation  of  the  fame  authoritv,  is  made  ti^  •• 
a94»oool«  and  this^94,oool.  made  up  of  principal  and  interefti  is  crowned  »:. 
a  new  intereft  of  twelve  per  cent. 

What  the  grand  loan,  the  bribery  loan  of  17 77, 'may  be,  is  amongft  thederpe 
myfterics  of  ilate.     It  is  probably  the  fiili  debt  ever  affhming  the  title  of  con.':.  • 
dation,  that  did  not  cxprcfs  what  the  amount  of  the  fum  ronfolidated  was.    it 
little  lefs  than  a  contradiAion  in  terms.    In  the  debt  of  1767,  the  ium  was  &i:.. 
in  the  a^  of  coBfolidatioa,  and  made  to  amount  to  S8o,ooo  capital.     Wbeo:! 
confolidation  of  1777  was  firft  announced  at  the  Durbar,  it  was  rcprefented  n.- 
thentically  at  1,400,0001.     In  that,  or  rather  in  an  higher  ftate,  SirThcr 
Kumbold  found  and  condemned  it*.     It  afterwards  fell  into  fuch  terror,  is- 
fwtataway  a  million  of  its  weight  at  once;  and  it  funk  to  1,400,0001  f.    Hck  • 
ever,  it  never  was  without  a  refource  for  recruiting  it  to  its   old   plumpnci 
There  was  a  fort  of  floating  debt  of  about  4  or  500,000!.  more,  ready  to  U 
added,  as  occaGon  ihould  require. 

In  ihort,  when  you  preifed  this  fenfitive  plant,  it  always  contraded  its  i 
menfions.     When  the  rude  hand  of  inquiry  was  withdrawn,  it  expanded  io  • 
the  luxuriant  vigour  of  its  original  vegetation.    In  the  treaty  of  a7&  i,  the  whr 
of  the  Nabob's  debt  to  private  Europeans  is  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  agent  to  the  NA 
and  the  creditors,  fiatcd  at  2,800, oool.  which  (if  the  cavalry  loan,  %nd  the  ri.- 
mains  of  the  debt  of  17679  be  fubtrafted)  leaves  it  nearly  at  the  amoum  or^- 
sally  declared  at  the  Durbar,  in  17 77-     But  then  there  is  a  private  inftraci*  t 
|o  Mr.  SuUivan,  which  it  fecms  will  reduce  it  again  to  the  lowcft  ftandard  jl 

•  In  Sir  Thorn Js  KumboU*s  letter  to  the  Court  of  Dirc^ors,  March  15,1 778,  hercprt- 
leots  it  »s higher,  in  the  ibliowiug  manner—*"  How  IhJ.  1  jfaint  to  you  my  «ft««oiAuB^- 
**  on  my  arrival  here,  when  J  was  iniormed,  that  independent  of  this  four  lacks  of  fz^cw* 
**  (the  Cavalry  loan) ;  iniiepcnJent  of  the  Nabob^s  debt  to  his  oU  creditors,  sod  the  at 


**  the. Company  JitTKult  and  inviJioiu.     I  thiak  it  proper  to  mcnJon  tn  yon,  tbat«ltiK« 
•*  the  Nabob  report*  his  private  debt  to  amount  to  upwardi  of  fixty  lacks,  yet  I  itod'Tr 
•*  that  It  ik*  not  quite  fo  much/^    Afterwards  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  rccommenifed  t&*t « 
to  the  favourable  attention  of  the  Company,  but  without  any  fufHcicn^'icafon  for  his  d.1.' 
of  diifpoliiion.    Hpwdvcr  he  went  no  farther.  ^ 

f  Nubob's  pio^oiah,-  Nev^na^bcr  t^th  17 7S  5  .and  the  memorial  of  the  creditors,  Mrc^ 
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1,400^000^  FAiUng  in  all  mf  ittcmpts,  by  a  dire&  accounti  to  afceftain  the 
extent  of  the  capital  claimed  (where  in  all  probability  no  c^ipital  was  ever  ad- 
vanced) I  endeavoured,  if  poiiibley  to  dHcoyer  it  by  the  intereft  which  was  to  be 
yaid*  For  that  pnrpoie,  I  looked  to  the  feveral  agreements  for  affinging.  th* 
territories  of  the  Camatic  to  fecure  the  princifKd  and  infereft  of  this  debt.  In- 
one  of  them  *  I  found  in  a  fert  of  poftfcript,  by  way  of  an  additional  femarit 
(not  in  the  body  of  the  obligation)  the  debt  reprefented  at  1,400,0001%  But! 
when  I  computed  the  fums  to  be  paid  for  intereft  by  inftalments  in  another  pa«> 
per,  I  found  they  produced  the  intereft  of  two  millions,  at  twelve  per  cent,  and 
the  affignment  fuppofed,  that  if  thefe  inftalments  might  exceed,  they  might  alfo 
fall  flaort  of  the  real  provifion  for  that  intereft  f.' 

Another  inftalment.bond  wasaftcrvvards  granted^     In  that  bond  the  intered  ex« 
a€Vl J  tallies  with  a  capital  of  i,4oo,oeol  {•     But  purdiing  this  capital  through 
the  correfpondence,  I  loft  fight  of  it  again,  and  ityvas  aftierted  that  thb  inftaU 
znent  bond  was  confiderably  (hort  of  the  intereft  that  ought  to  be  computed  to  the 
time  mentioned  §.     Here  aro^  therefore,  two  ftatements  of  equal  authority,  dif- 
fering at  leaft  a  million  from  each  other;  and  as  neither  perfons  claiming,  noi^ 
any  fpeclal  fum  as  belonging  to  ea9h  particular  claimant,  is  afcenained  in  the 
snftruraents  of  confoHdation,  or  in  the  inftalment  bonds,  a  large  fcope  was  Ic^e 
to  throw  in  any  Aims  for  any  perfons,  as  their  merits  in  advancing,  the  intereft 
of  that  loan  might  require ;  a  power  was  alfo  left  for  rcdu£iion,  in  cafe  a  harder 
hand,  or  more  fcanty  funds,  might  be'  found  to  require  it.     Stronger  grounds 
for  a  prefumptlon  of  fi*aud  never  appeared  in  any  traofaiEHon.    But  the  minifters, 
faithful  to  the  plan  of  the  intereftcd  perfons,  whom  alone  they  thought  fit  to  confer 
%vith  on  this  occafion,  have  ordered  the  payment  of  the  whole  mafs  of  thefe  un* 
known  unliquidated  fums,  without  an  attempt  to  afcertain  them.     On  this  con« 
du^  Sir,  I  leave  you  to  make  your  own  Fefle£lion|. 

It  is  impoftible  (at  leaft  I  have  found  it  impoflBble)  to  fix  onrhe  real  amount  o£ 
lihe  pretended  debts  with  which  your  minift^rs  have  thought  proper  to  load  the 
Capoatic.  They  are  obfcure  -,  they  (bun  inquiry ;  they  are  enormous.  That 
la  all  you  know  of  them. 

That  you  mayjudge  what  chance  any  honourable  and  ufeful  e^d  of  govern* 
ment  has  for  a  provifion  that  corocs'  in  for  the  leavings  of  thefe  gluttonous  de- 
mands, I  muft  take  it  on  zltyfclf  to  bring  before  you  the  real  condition' of  that 
abufed,  iafulted,  racked,  and  ruined  country  ;  tftough  in  truth  my  mind  revolts 
from  it  i  though  you  will  hear  it  with  horror ;  and  I  coafcfs,  I  trenibie^  when  I 
think  on  thefe  awful  and  confounding  difpenfiitionf  of  Providence.  I  ftiall  firft 
double  you  with  a  few  words  as  to  the  caufe. 

The  great  fortunes  made  in  India  in  the  beginnings  of  copqueft,  natuntly  cX«' 
cited  an  emulation  in  all  the  parts,  and  through  the  whole  fucceflion  of  the  Com* 
paoy's  fervice.  But  in  the  Company  it  gave  rife  to  other  fentimenrs.  'th^y  did 
'  not  find  the  new  channels  of  acquifition  flow  with  equal  riches  to  them.  Oft  th^ 
contrary,  the  high  flood-tide  of  private  emolument  was  generally  in  the  lowcft 
ebb  of  their  affairs.    They  .began  alfo  to  fear,  that  the  fortune  of  war  i^ight 

*  l^beb's  prvfofals  to  his  new  conjblldated  creditors,  November  x;tb,  177^, 
f  Paper  fifncil  by  the  Kaboh,  etfa  January  1780. 
i  Kitlbundi  te  July  31,  1780. 
.    §  Governor's  letttr  to  the  Hsbob,  aftb  July  17^^  ^ 
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take  aWay  what  the  forttne  of  war  had  given.     Wars  were  accordingly  difcou* 
ragtd  by  repeated  injunctions  and  menaces ;  knd  that'  di6  fervants  mighr  not  be 
bribed  into  them  by  the  native  princes,  they  were  AviQly  fbrbidden  to  take  any 
money  whatfoever  from  their  hands.     But  vehement  paiiioif  is  ingenious  in  re* 
fburces.     The  Company's  fervants  were  not  only  (limulatedy  but  better  inftnt&ed 
by  the  prohibition.    They  foon  fell  upon  a  contrivance  which  anfwered  dicir  p«r- 
pofcs  far  better  than  the  methods  which  were  forbidden ;  though  in  this  alio  they 
violated  an  ancient,  but  they  thought,  an  abrogated  order.     They  reverfed  dieir 
proceedings.     Inftead  of  receiving  prefent?,  they  made  loans.     Infiead  of  carrr- 
ing  on  wars  in  their  own  name,  they  contrived'  an  authority,  at  once  irrcfiftibic 
and  irrefponfible,  in  whofe  name  they  might  ravage  at  pleafure ;  and  being  thus 
freed  from  all  reftraint,   they  indulged  themfelves^  in  the  tsntt  extravagant  fpecu'' 
lations  of  plunder.     The  cabal  of  creditors  who  have  been  the  object  of  the  late 
Vountiful  grant  from  his  Majefty's  Minifters,'  inofder  topoffeh  themfelve?,  us- 
dcr  the  name  of  creditors  and  alTignees,  of  every  country  in  India,  as  fall:  as  It 
ihould  be  conquered,  infpired  into  the  mind  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  (then  a  de- 
pendant oit  the  Company  of  the  humbled  order)  a  fcheme  of.  the  mod  wild  and 
defperate  ambition  that  I  believe  ever  was  admitted  into  the  thoughts  of  a  mao  fo 
fitu^ted'*^.     Firft,  they  perfuaded  him  to  coniider  himfelf  as  a  principal  membef 
in  the  poKtical  fyftem-of  Europe.     In  the  next  place,  they  held  out  to  him,  and 
he  readily  imbibed  the  idea,  of  the  general  empire  of  Hindoilan.  As  a  prelimicarj 
to  this  undertaking,  they  prevailed  en  him  to  propofe  a  tripartite  divifion  of  :hiZ 
raft  country .^    One  part  to  the  Company ;  another  to  the  Marattas  ;  and  the  tbuA 
to  himfelf.     To  himfelf  he  refervcd  all  the  fouthem  pan  of  the  great  peninfuls, 
comprehended  under  the  general  name  of  the  Dccan. 

On  thia  fcheme  of  their  fervants,  the  Company  was  to  appear  in  thfe  Camatic 
in  no  other  Hght  than  as  a  contra6tor  for  the  provifion  of  armies,  and  the  hire 
of  mercenaries  for  his  ufc,  and  under  his  dire^ion.  This  difpottcion  was  to  be 
fecnred  by  the  Nabob's  putting  himfelf  under  the  guarantee  of  France  i  and  by 
the  means  of  that  rival  nation,  preventing  the  £ngliih  for  ever  from  affuming  aa 
equality,  much  lefs  a  fuperiority  in  the  Carnatic.  In  purfuance  of  this  treafoe- 
able  proje£k  (treafonable  on  the  part  of  the  Englilh)  they  extinguifhed  the  Com* 
pany  as  a  fovereign  power  in  that  part  of  India  s  they  withdrew  the  Compaav's 
garrifons  oiit  of  all  the  forts  and  ftrong  holds  of  the  Camatic;  they  dectirred  to  re- 
ceive the  ambafiadors  from  foreign  courts,  and  remitfed  them  to  the  Nabob  (^ 
Arcot  j  they  fell  upon,  and  totally  deftroycd  the  oldeft  aMy  of  the  Company,  the 
King  of  Tanjore,  and  plundered  the  country  to  the  amount  of  near  fivemilIioa> 
ilerling)  one- after  another,  in  the  Nabob's  name,  but  with  Englifh  force,  tbej 
brought  into  a  miferable  fervitude  all  the  princes,  and  great  independent  nobiiicr 
of  a  vaft  country  f.  In  proportion  to  thefe  treafons  and  violences,  which  ruinci 
the  people,  the  fund  of  the  Nabob's  debt  grew  and  flouriflied. 

•  Report  of  the  ScIeA  Committee,  Macfras  Confulhiti*ns,  January  7,  T77T-  Sec  a.b'j 
papers  publifbcd  by  the  order  of  the  GOiiit  df  E>i^cttors  in  177^  ;  and*Lord  WaCarttoej'stof- 
rcfpondence  with  Mr.  HaOings  and  the  Nabob  of  Arcot.  See  aiib  Mr.  Dundas's  Appendii* 
No.  376  B.  Nabob's  prfr>poritions  thro'  Mr,  SuUivan  and  A(7am  Khan,  Art.  6«  and  icieed 
the  whole. 

•I*  ••  The  principal  object  of  the  expe'ditbn  b  ttf  get  money  from  Ttr.jore  to  pay  the  K*- 
*'  bob*s  debt :  if  a  furplus,  to  be  appucd  in  difckftrge  U  the  Nabob's  debts  to  his  prmrt 
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Among  the  vl£lims  to  this  nia|rnificenc  plan  of  univcrfal  plunder,  worthy  of 
the  horoic  avarice  of  the  projeftors,  you  have  all  heard  (and  he  has  made  hmi* 
ftlf  to  be  well  remembered)  of  an  Indian  chief  called  Hyder  Ali  l^an.     This 
snah  polTeffed  the  wcfterny  as  the  Company,  under  the  name  of  the  Nabob  of 
Arcoty  does  the  caftern  divi(ion  of  the  Carnatic.     It  was  among  the  leading  mca- 
fures  in  the  dcfign  of  this  cabal  (according  to  their  own  emphatic  language)  to 
extirpate  this  Hyder  Ali*.  They  declared  the  Nabob  of  ArcQt.to  be  his  fovcrcign, 
and  himfelf  to  be  a  rebel,  and  publicly  invefted  their  inOrument  with  the  fo- 
Tereignty  of  the  kingdom  of  Myfore.     But  their  Vifbim  w^  not  of  the  palfive 
kind.     They  were  foon  obliged  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  and  clofe  alliance 
with  this  rebel,  at  the  gates  of  Madras.     Both  'before  and  •fince  that  treaty, 
every  principle  of  policy  pointed  out  this  power,  as  a  natural  alliance  ^  and  on 
liis  part,  it  was  courted  by  every  fort  of  amicable  office.*    But  the  cabinet  coun* 
cil  of  Englilh  creditors  would  not  fuflfer  their  Nabob  of  Arcot  to  Agn  the  treaty , 
nor  even  to  give  -to  a  prince,  at  lead  his  equal,  the  ordinary  titles  of  refpefi  and 
courtefy  -f  •  '  From  that  time  forward,  a  (continued  plot  was  carried  on   within 
the  divan,  4>lack  and  white,  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  for  the  deftrudtion  of  Hyder 
Ali.     As  to  the  outward  members  of  the  double,  or  ratdcr  treble  govcrmcnt  of 
Madras,  which  had  figncd  the  treaty,  they  were  always  prevented  by  fome 
overruling  influence  (which  they  ^o  no^  defcribe,  but  which  cannot  be  tnif- 
underilood)  from  performing  what  juftice  and  intereft  combined  fp  evidently  to 
enforce  |. 

When  at  length  Hyder  Ati  found  that  he  had  to  do  with  men  who  .either 
would  (ign  no  convention,  or  whom  no  treaty  and  no  fignature -could  bind,  and 
*who  were  the  determined  enemies  of  human  intercourfe  itfelf,  heSlecrced  to 
make  tlie  country  pofTeflcd  by  thefe  incorrigible  and  predeftinated  criminals  a 
memorable  cxampb  to  mankind.  He  re(blved,  in  tho  gloomy  recelTes  of  a  mind 
icapacious  of  fuch  things,  to  leave  the  whole  Carnatic  an  everlafting  monument 
of  vengeance;  and  to  put  perpetual  defolation  as  a  barrier  between  him  and 
thpfe  againft  whom  the  faith  which  holds  the  moral  elements  of  the  \Vorld  to- 
gether was  no  prote£^ion.  He  became  at  length  fo  confindcnt  of  his  forC^  Co 
colle£Ved  in  his  might,  that  he  made  no  fccrct  whatfoever  of  his  dreadful  refolution. 
Having  terminated  his  difputes  with  every  enemy,  and  every  rival,  who  buried 
their  mutual  ammofities  in  their  common  dctellation  againd  the  creditors  of  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  he  drew  from  every  quarter,  whatever  a  favage  ferocity  could 
iftdd  to  his  new  rudiments  in  the  arts  of  deilru£tion ;  and  compounding  all  the 
inatei^als  of  fury,  havock,  and  defolation,  into  one  black  cloud,  he  hung  for  a 
while  on  the  dedivities  of  the  mountains.  Whilft  the  authors  of  thefc  evils 
were  idly  and  ftupidty  gazing  on  this  menacing  meteor,  which  blackened  all 
their  horizon,  it  fuddenly  burft,  and  poured  down  the  whole  of  \t$  oontcnu 

«*  creditors."  Confiiltations,  March  ao,  1771;  and  for  farther  lights,  Confubations,  ii'h 
June,  177 1.  <«  We  arc  alarmed,  left  this  debt  to  indi^idi^^ls  (hould  have  been  the  real  mo- 
f*  tive  for  the  aggrandiienicnt  of  Mahomed  Ali  (the  Nabob  of  Arcot)  and  that  we  arc 
"  plun?ed  into  a  war  to  put  hiRi  iato  poHciTion  of  the  Myfore  revenues  for  the  difchargc  of 
«•  the  debt."     Letters  from  the  Dircftors,  March  27,  1709- 

•  Letter  from  the  Nabob,  May  ft,  17^8;  and  ditto,  Z4th  April,  tj'jo,  ift  Oflobcr; 
ditto,  16th  September,  tyyx,  16th,  March,  i773- 

t  Letter  from  the  Prcfidency  at  Madras  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  a7lh  June,  f;69* 

i  Mr.  Dundas*s  Committee^  Report  I.  Appendix,  No,  29. 
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upoA  the  plains  qi  the  C^rnituc-rThen  eii(tfc4  ?  ^ceac  o{  w^e^  tjie  V3cc  of  vhidi 
no  eye  had  fcen,  no  heart  coneeived,  and  whiph  no  tongne  ca^  adequately  tciU 
All  the  honors  of  var  before  Jpiowp  pr  heard -of*  w^re  merey  to  that  new  kmoclu 
A  dorm  of  univerfi^l  fire  bl^d  eyery  field,  confumed  every  houfisy  dtfbcoftd.  efsry 
temple.  The  n^iferablp  inhahiunts  flying  from  their  Earning  TiUagety  in  pan 
v^ere  ilaughtered  ^  others,  without  regard  to  fez,  to  age,  to  the  rcfpe^  of  nsk^ 
or  facrednefs  of  fun&ion ;  fath^  torn  from  childreBi  huihuids  from  wiro, 
enveloped  in  a  whirlwind  of  cavalry,  and  amid(i  |he  goadifig  fpews  of  diivBrs, 
and  the  trampling  of  purfuing  h^x*^^!  y^^l^  fwepi  into  captivity,  io  aa  oakwmn 
and  hoftile  land.  Thofe  who  were  able  to  ev^de  this  tempeft,  fled  to  tiie  «»lk4 
cities.  But  ef):9ping  horn  fire^  fword^  a^d  e9C)le,  they  fell  iiito  tii%  f^m^  cf 
famine. 

The  alms  of  the  fettlement,  \n  this  dreadfi|l  cxigencyi  were  ccit9ii^y  Ubcrai; 
and  all  w^s  done  by  charity  that  private  charity  could  do;  hot  it  waa  a  people 
in  beggary;  jt  ^as  a  nation  which  iiretched  oi)t  i|s  h^nds  for  food*    For  moa^u 
together  thefe  creatures  of  fufieri^nce,  whofe  very  ej^ccfs  and  luxury  in  their 
xnoft  plenteous  days,  ha<}  fallen  ibort  of  the  allowance  of  our  ai^ereft  f^lU*  fi|eat| 
patient,   refigned,  without  fpdition  or  difturbapce,  almpft  without  ^ooipl^iat, 
periihed  by  a  hundred  a  ^^  in  the  firsts  of  Madras  i  every  day  ievanty  ^  IcaJt 
laid  their  bodies  in  tl}^  greets,  or  cm  the  glacis  (tf  Tanjorc,  ^d  e^^pired  of  fi^nf 
in  the  granary  of  Indj^*     I  was  gqing  to  awake  yoi|r  joftice  towarda  tkia  lu^ 
liappy  part  of  our  fellow  citizens,  by  bringing  before  you  ibme  of  th^  cirosA*' 
fiances  of  \h\i  plague  of  {iHngcr-     Of  all  the  c^amities  whic)^  hfift  «nd  waylay 
the  life  pf  n^^n,  this  coi^es  the  aea^eft  to  o^r  he^rt,  and  is  that  wharea^  iha 
proudeil  9(  us  all  feels  himifelf  to  be  ^oth^  m.9C«  th^n  he  is  :  ^u;  X  EM  ^jW 
iinable  to  manage  it  with  decorum  i  thefe  det^ls  ^re  of  ^  fp^ctes  of  b^riar  if 
siaufeous  and  di^uAing^  they  are  fo  degrs^d^ng  to  the  fuQe^rsa^d  to  the  li^^rerss 
they  are  fo  humiliating  to  human  n^re  itfelf,  th^t^  on  V^tter  thoughu,  1  ^ad  it 
snore  advlfcable  to  throw  a  pall  over  this  h^depU*  pVlfA*  9i9d  tQ  le^ve  it  to  yov 
.    |;enec4l  conceptions. 

For  eighteen  months  ^,  without  intermi|Koi|,  tl^is  del^ni^ioa  i^ged  firops  ^ 
gates  of  Madras  to  the  gates  of  Tanjor^i  and  Co  aompletely  did  |l|cl^ia%ll^ 
in  their  ^rt;  Hyde,r  Ali,  ^cd  his  more  ferocious  ibiit  sihf^ve  ^mfelvcs  of  sheir 
^mpiou^  v^^Y,  that  when  th^  Britifh  armifs  tx^vQried,  as  they  did  c^  Ciiraat^ 
for  hundreds  of  milqs  Ln  all  diredlions,  through  the  whole  line  of  their  maiTcli  they 
•  did  not  fee  one  man^  not  one  woman,  not  on<  ^ild,  not  «(^  foor^footfod  lieafi  of 
any  dcfcription  whatever.  One  dead  uniform  filence  reigned  over  tha  viiolf 
region.  With  the  inconEderable  exceptions  of  the  narrow  vif  in^ge  of  ibai^  few 
forts,  I  wifh  to  be  underftood  as  fpe^king  Uterally.  ]  mean  to  psodu^  to  yw}  apMe 
than  three  witneiJCes,  aboy^  ^11  exception^  who  will  fupport  this  aflerti^  %ll  its  fnM 
extent.  That  hurricane  of  war  paiTed  through  every  part  of  the  central  provinces 
of  the  Carnatic.  -  Siix  or  fcven  diftri£ls  to  the  north  and  to  the  ibuth  (aii4  Ukm 
Aot  wholly  Untouched  efcaped)  the  general  ravage. 

The  Carnatic  is  a  country  not  mnch  inferior  in  extent  to  England.  Ftgare  t« 
yonriclff  Mr.  Speaker,  the  land  in  whofe  repreftntative  chair  you  fit »  figure  to 
youtfelf  the.  form  and  faihion  of  your  fvreet  and  cheerful.  cQuntry  from  Thaocs 
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i,  1785.  DEBATES.  613 

« 

>  TrcQtj  north  and  fcuth,  and  from  the  Irifli  to  the  Gtrmaa  fea^  eaft  and 
reity  emptied  aiid  ^bowelled  (May  God  avert  the  omen  of  our  crimes)  by  fo 
ccoropUihcd  a  defoj^ion.  Extend  your  imagination  a  little  farther,  and  then 
jppofi;  your  Minlilers  taking  a  furvey  of  thi»  ^eneof  wafte  and  deiblation;  what 
/ould  be  year  thoughts  if  you  ihould  b«  informed/  that  they  were  computing 
D\v  much  had  been  the  amount  of  the  excifes,  how  much  the  cuftoms,  how  much 
le  land  and  malt  tax»  in  order  that  they  fhould  charge  (take  it  in  the  mofl  favou- 
able  light)  for  public  ferrice*  upon  the  rcUcl^s  of  the  fatiated  vengeance  of  re- 
:ntlcis  enemies^  the  whole  of  what  England  had  yielded  in  the  mod  cxurberant 
ttafons  of  peace  and  abundance }  Wh^t  would  you  call  it  ?  To  call  it  tyranny, 
ublimed  into  madnefs,  would  be  too  faint  an  imager  yet  this  very  madnefs  it 
he  principle  upon  which  the  Minifters  at  your  right  hand  have  proceeded  in  their 
Ctimatt?  of  the  revenues  of  the  Carnatic,  when  they  were  providmg,  not  fup- 
dy  for  the  eftabliihments  of  its  proteftiony  but  rewards  for  the  authors  of 
ts  ruin. 

Every  day  you  are  fatigued  and  difgufted  will  this  cantg  *^  the  Camatic  is  4 
^  country  that  will  foon  recover,  and  become  Inftaptly  as  profperous  as  ever." 
rhcy  think  they  are  talking  to  innocents,  who  will  believe  that  by  fowing  of 
lragon*&  teethp  men  tn»y  come  up  ready  grown  and  ready  armed.  Thejr  who  will 
pve  thcmfclvcs  the  t/auble  of  coniidering  (for  it  requires  no  great  reach  of 
:huui;ht,  no  very  profound  knowledge)  the  manner  in  which  mankind  are  in* 
created,  and  countries  cultivated,  wUl  regard  all  this  raving  as  it  ought  to  be 
regarded*  Ja  order  that  the  people,  after  a^iong  period  of  vexation  and  plunder, 
may  be  in  a  condition  to  maintain  government,  government  muft  begin  bjr  main« 
t^iiung  them.  Hore  the  road  to  oeconomy  lies,  not  through  receipt,  but  through 
cxpepces  and  in  that  country  nature  has  given  no  fliort  cut  to  youir  objea* 
Men  muft  propagate,  like  other  animals,  by  thf  mouth.  Never  did  oppteffioaligfa^ 
the  nuptial  torch ;  never  did  extortion  and  ufury  fpread  out  the  genial  bed.  Doca 
any  of  you  think  chat  England,  fo  wafted,  would,  under  fuch  a  nurfing  atten* 
[^4ntic,  fo  rapidly  and  cheaply  recover?  But  he  is  meanly  acquainted  with  cither 
England  or  India,  who  docs  not  know  that  England  would  a  thnufand  tunes  ibonec 
rcfume  population,  fertility,  and  what  ought  to  be  the  ultimate  iecretioA  firom 
both,  revenue,  tnan  fuch  a  country  as  the  Carnatic. 

The  Carnatic  is  not  by  the  bounty  of  nature  a  fertile  foil.  The  general  fiae 
of  ita  cattle  is  proof  enough  that  it  is  oiuch  otherwife*  It  is  fome  days  fince  I 
moved,  that  a  curious  and  niterefting  map,  kept  m  the  India  Houfe,  ihould  be 
laid  before  you  *.  The  India  Houfeis  not  yet  in  readinefs  to  fend  it;  I  have 
therefore  brought  down  my  own  copy,  and  there  it  lies  (or  the  ufe  of  any  gea« 
tkman  who  may  .think  fuch  a  matter  wortixy^f  his  attentisn.  It  is,  indeed  a 
noble  map,  and  of  noble  things;  hut  it* is  deci&ve  againft  the  golden  dreaiss  and 
faiigu'me  (peculations  of  avatice  ru»  mad.  In  addition  to  what  you  know 
muft  he  the  cafe  in  every  part  o£  tbc  world  (the  ncceflity  of  a  previous  pro« 
vi^  of  habitation,  feed,  ftgck^  capitiii)  that  map  will  (hew  you,  that  the  ufe 
of  the  in^ucoccs  of  Heaven  itfcif  are  in  that  country  a  work  of  art.  The  Car* 
n^JUc  is  icfrcQicd  by  few  or  no  living  brooks  ox  runniog  ftreams,  and  it  has  rain 
iudy  at  3k  ii^aftmi  but  its  produ^  of  rice  exa£ks  the  ufe  of  water  fubjcd  to  per* 

•  Mr.  Bjra^rd'i  M^  of  the  J  i'.'ri- 
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pcrual  tommand.  This  is  the  nationaj  bank  of  the  Carnatic,  .on  which  it  d;:^ 
have  a  perpetual  credit,  or  it  perifhes  irretrievably.  For  that  reafon,  ia  ix 
happier  times  of  Jndia^  a  number  almoft  incredible  of  refervoirs  have  been  Did: 
in  chofea  pdaces  throughout  the  Whole  country  s  they  are  formed,  for  the  grcnr 
parr,  of  mounds  of  earth  and  fl:«nes,  with  Tluices  of  folid  mafonryi  thenl::!^ 
confiru£Vcd  ivith  admirable  ikill  and  labour,  and  maintained  at  a  mighty  cb3rg^ 
In  tire  territory  contained  in  that  map  alone,  I  have  bee^  at  the  trouble  cf 
reckoning  the  refervoirs,  and  they  amount,  to  upwards  of  eievea  hundred^  &qi 
the  extent  of  two  or  three  acres  to  five  miles  in  circuit.  From  theie  ititrrvn 
currents  are  occafionally  drawn  over  the  fields,  and  thefe  watercourfes  again  al 
for  a  confiderablc  expence  to  keep  them  properly  fcoured  and  duly  Icvdicd. 
Takirtg  the  dillri£t  in  that  map  as  a  meafure,  there  cannot  be  in  the  CamitKUJ 
Tanjorc,  fewer  than  ten  thoufand  of  thefe  refervoirs  of  the  larger  and  mMidlc- 
dimcnfions,  to  fay  nothing  of  thofe  for  domcflic  fervices,  and  the  uie  of  rt> 
^ious  purification*  Thefe  are  not  the  enterprizes  of  your  power,  nor  in  iftyit 
of  magnificence  fiiited  to  the  tafle  of  your  minifter.  Thefe  are  the  moniifflcr:s 
«f  real  kings,  who  were  the  fathers  of  thcjr  people  ^  teftators  to  ^  ytAeczj 
which  they  embraced  as  their  own.  TheCb  are  the  grand  fepulchres  built  \(j 
ambition ;  but  by  the  ambition  of  an  unfatiablc  benevolence,  which.  Dot  cc:- 
tchted  with  re4gning  in  .the  tlifpenfation  of  happinefs  during  the  c&oxntt^ 
term  of  human  life,  had  (trained,  with  all  the  reachings  and  grafpings  of  i  nr;. 
cious  mind,  to  extend  the  dominion  of  their  bounty  beyond  the  limits  ofnan^u 
and  to  perpetuate  themfclves  through  generations  of  generations,  die  guarrfia^i, 
the  protedors,  the  nouriihers  of  mankind* 

Long  before  the  late  invafion,  the  perfoas  who  are  obje£b  of  tlie  giaot  of 
public  money  now  before  you,  had  fo  diverted  the  fupply  of  the  pious  fu2<is 
cf  culture  and  population,  that  every  where  the  refervoirs  were  fallen  isx  i 
xniferablc  decay  f .  But  after  thofe  domeftic  enemies  had  provoked  the  entry  qI 
a  cruel  foreign  foe  into  the  country,  he  did  not  leave  it  until  his  reveagc  i:^ 
completed  tlie  deftru£lion  begun  by  their  avarice*  Few,  very  few  indeed,  d 
thcle  magazines  of  water  that  are  not  cither  toully  deiiroyed,  or  cut  tbrciig!i 
with  fuch  gaps,  as  to  require  a  fcrious  attention  and  much  coil  to  le-eftsbuii^ 
them,  as  tiie  means  of  prefent  fubfiftence  to  the  people,  and  of  future  rcTt&<^s 
to  the  {late« 

What,  Sir,  would  a  virtuous  and  ^enlightened  Miniiby  do  on  the  v\tvt<dtt 
ruins  of  fuch  w6rks  before  them;  on  the  view  of  fuCh  a  chafm  of  deiblatios^ 
that  which  yawned  in  the  midft  of  thofe  countries  to  the  north  and  (buth,  whici 
ftill  bore  fonie  veftigcs  of  cultivation  ?  They  would  have  reduced  all  their  aci 
nccefTary  eflabliikments  ;  they  would  have  fufpended  the  juileft  payments;  tUj 
would  have  employed  every  Ihilling  derived  from  the  producing  to  re-aniin*t 
the  powers  of  the  unprodu^ivc  parts.  While  they  were  performing  this  fjr- 
da mental  duty,  whilft  they  were  celebrating  thefe  myfteries  of  juftice  and  ba- 
rnanity,  they  would  have  told  the  corps  of  fiAitious  creditors,  whofe  crimes  v.n 
tiicir  claims,  that  they  muft  keep  an  awful  diHance;  that  they  mufl  filcnct  tbt: 
iiiaufpicious  tongues  j  that  they  muft  hold  off  their  profane  unhallowed  pa*- 
from  this  holy  workj  they  would  have  proclaimed  with  a  voice  that  Ac-- 


t  See  Report  IV.  Mr.  DunJas's  Committee,  p.  45* 
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make  it(elf  heard,  that  on  every  country  the  firll  creditor  is  the  plow;  that  this- 
original,  indcfcafiblt  claim  fupcrfcdes  every  other  demand. 

This  is  what  a  wife  and  virtuDOs  Miniftry  would  have  done  and  (aid.  This^  ' 
therefore,  is  what  our  Miniftcr  could  never  think  of  faying  or  doing.  A 
Miniftry  of  another  kiwi  would  have  firft  improved  the  country,  and  have  thus 
laid  a  folid  foundation  for- future  opulence  and  future  force.  But  on  this- grand 
point  of  the  reftoration  of  the  country,  there  is  hot  bne  fyllabte  to.  be  found  in 
the  correfpondetoce  of  our  mhiifters,  from  the  firft  to  the  iaftt  they  felt  nothitiW 
for  a  land  defblated  by  fire,  f^vord,  afnd  famine  j^  Aeir  fympathies  took  another 
direftion  j  they  were  y)Uchcd  with  pity  for  bribery,  fo  ioiig  tormented  with  a 
fruitlefs  itching  of  its  palms  j  their  bowels  yearned  for  ufufy,  that  had  tong* 
miffed  the  harveft  of  its  returning  months  f  J  they  felt  for  pccuiatioh  which  haq 
been  for  fo  many  years  raking  in  the  duft  of  an  empty  trcafury  ^  they  were 
melted  into  C9mpaflion  for  rapine  and  opprcflion,  ficking  their  dry,  parchcd,i[ 
unbloody  jaws.-  Thefe  'were  the  objects  of  their  fplicitudt,"  Thcfc  were  the 
jieceilities  for  which  they  were  ftudidiis  to  provide. 

To  ftatc  the  country  and  its  revenues  in  their  real  condition,  and"  to  provide  . 
for  thofe  fi£^itiotis  claiAis,  conliftently  with  the  fupport  of  an  army  and  a  civil  • 
eftabliihment,  would  have  bcea  impoffible  j  therefore  the  Minifters  are  lilent  on 
that  head,  and  rbft  thenrfelves  on  the  authority  of  Lord  Macartney,  who  in  a. 
letter  to  the  Cotirt  of  Direfton,  written  in  the  year  178 1,  fpeculating  on  what 
might  be  the  Tcfult  of  a  wife  management  of  the  countries  affigncd  by  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot,  rates  the  revenues  as  in  time  of  peace,  at  1,200,000 1.  a  year,  as  he 
docs  thofe  of  the  king  of  Tanjore  (which  had  not  been  alfigned)  at  450,0001.  On 
this  Lord V Macartney  grounds  his  calculations,  and  on  this  they  choofe  to  ground 
theirs.  It  was  on  this  calculation  that  the  Miniftry,  in  diref):  oppofitibn  to  the 
reroonftrances  of  the  Court  of  Direftors,  have  compelled  that  miferablc,  en^flavcd 
body;  to  put  their  hands  to  an  order  for  appropriating  the  enormous  fmn  of 
480,0001.  annually^  as  a  fund  for  paying  to  their  rebellious  fcrvants  a  debt  con- 
tra6^ed  in  defiance  of  their  cleareft  and  moft  pofitive  injun£lions. 

The  authority  and  information  of  Lord  Alacartney  is  held  high  on  this  oc- 
cafion,    though  it  is  totally  rcjcftcd  in  every  other  particular  of  this  bufmcfs, 
I  believe  I  have  the  honour  of  being  almoft  as  old  an  acquaintance  as  any  Lord 
Macartney  has.     A  conftant  and  unbroken  friciuKhip  has  fubfifted  between  us 
from  a  very  early  period ;  and  I  truft,  he  thinks,  that  as  I  refpeft  his  chara6ler, 
and  in  general  admire  his  condu£l,  I  am  one  of  thofe' who  feci  no  common  intercii 
in  his  reputation.  Yet  1  do  not  hefitate  wholly  to  difallow  the  calculation  of  178  »,    . 
without  any  apprchcnfion,  that  I  Aall  appear  to  diftruft  his  veracity  or  his  judge- 
ment. This  peace  eft  i  mate  of  revenue  was  not  grounded  on  the  ftate  of  the  Carnatic 
as  it  then,  or  as  it  had  recently  ftood^  It  was  a  ftatemcnt  of  former  and  better  times. 
There  is  no  doubt,  that  a  period  did  cxift,  when  the  large  portion  of  the  Carnatic 
held  by  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  might  be  fairly  reputed  to  produce  a  revenue  to  that^  or 
to  a  greater  amount.     But  the  whole  had  fo  melted  away  by  the  flow  and  filent 
hoftility  of  joppreffion  and  mifmanagemcnt,  that  the  revenues,   finking  with  the 
piofperity  of  the  country,  had  fallen  to  about  800,000 1.  a  year,  even  before  an, 
enemy's  horfe  had  imprinted  his  hoof  on  the  foil  of  the  Carnatic.     From  that 

4  latereft  is  rated  In  India  by  the  montlh 
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tiew,  and  independently  of  th«  decifive  tStStt  of  the  vnr  which  enfind,  Sv  I 
Cootc  conceived  that  years  rotift  pa&  before  the  cooatry  could  k  Tdbrcd  t- 
former  profperity  and  production.     Ic  wai  that  date  of  rerouie,  (ssnaelt.  '- 
a£lua[  flate  before  the  war)  which  the  Directors  have  oppo&d  to  Lord  Mac^- 
ney's  fpecuIation«     They  refiijc  to  cake  the  revcnuea  for  mere  than  toco. : 
In.  this  they  are  jofttficd  by  Lord  Macartney  himself,  who,  in  a  fubi^ucBt  .-x 
informs  the  Court,  that  his  fkeceh  is  a  matteS:  of  ipeculation  ^  it  fi^rpofu  . 
country  rcfiored  to  its  ancient  profperity^  and  the  rcvemie  to  be  ia  a  cvzr^c 
efie£tive  and  honed  coIic6lio&r     If  therefore  the  Mkiifters  have  |oiic  vro&g.  e 
were  not  deceived  by  Lord  Macartney  $  shev  wtre  dcceired  by  so  nan.   7 
eftimate  of  the  Dirc6lors  i»  nearly  the  very  citimate  furnifiied  by  t^  ngrlit'^src- 
tabic  gentleman  himielf,  and  publiiktd  to  the  wiMd  in  one  of  the  panted  icp 
of  his  own  Committee*;  but  as  fbon  m  he  Obcained  his  ]^er,  h*  c^ 
abandon  his*  account.     No  part  of  his  ofllicial  codduCi:  caa  ba  deicadtd  oz  - 
ground  of  his  parliamentary  informatioQ.     Thb  Afr.  Burke  proceedad  t&  ;c 
by  a  detailed  account  of  the  feveral  eftitnates  laid  baforc.  the  Comaunee&. 

The  laft  thing  con0dered  by  the  Board  of  Contcot  among  the  debs  «s ' 
Camatic,  was  that  to  the  Eait- India  Company »  which  aftar  the  piovifioa  icr: 
cavalry*  and  the  confolidation  of  I777^  was  to  divide  the  refidue  of  the  fi»^ 
4SoyOOo  1.  a  year  with  the  lenden  of  1767.  Thia  debe  the  w^nky  Clu»'^ 
who  iits  oppofue  to  me,  contends  to  be  tliree  millions  (Urlio^  Lord  Ddac^jr 
account  of  1 7^}  1  ^  dates  it  to  be  at  that  period  XySOOyOOo  U  The  61ft  accac^ 
the  Court  of  £lu:e6iors  makes  it  9oo>oooL  Thia^Iike  tha  pnvasi  dck, 
without  any  fbliJ  eaiftence^  is  incapable  of  any  diftia&  limits*  Whwrt 
amount  or  its  validity  may  be^  one  thing  is  clear;  it  ia  ol  the  aars-t 
quality  of  a  pnblic  debt*  In  that  light  nothing  is  provided  for  itg  but  an  cs^^ 
fuptus  to  Be  divided  with  one  clafs  of  the  private  demands^  after  iaosbic| 
two  firft  clafTes.  Never  was  a  more  fliameful  poftponisg.9  public  deaaad,^'. 
by  the  reafon  of  the  things  aftd  the  uniform  pra£bce  of  all  nauo>s>  iiipofib 
every  private,  claim. 

Thofe  who  gave  this  preference  to  private  elaims».ooiifiderthc  Conipuv't' 
lawful  demand;  elfe,  why  did  they  pretend  to  p»>vide  for  iti  Oa  tbw* 
principles  they  are  condemned- 

But  I9  Sir,  who  profcfs  to  fpeak  to  your  uaderftaadiai^  and  to  yona  conicfl 
and  to  bruih  away  from  this  buiinefs  all  bX{t  colours,  all  falie  afpeibi}*, 
well  as  fallc  faAs,  do  pofitivcly  deny  that  the  Camatic  ow«s  »  dHilijigv- 
Company ;  whatever  the  Company  may  be  indebted  to  that  uadoee  e»ji^' 
It  owes  nothing. to  the  Company,  for  this  plaiaand  Ample.  rea^NW—Tlkc  (trra 
charged  with  the  debt  is  their  own.     To  (ay  that  their  HMreaues  M  fi»K«  ^' 
owe  them  money,  is  to  fay  they  are  in  debt'to'theaiiblves,  whWb  iiral^B*' 
nonfenfe.     The  fa£k  is,  that  by  the  invaiion.  o£aa  enenyy^aadtbk  wifr*^- 
country,  the  Company,  either  in  its  own  name  or  in  che  iMfnaaofdv^^ 
of  Arco;  and  Rajah  of  Tanjorc,  has  lod  for  ieveral  yoara  what  it  Atg^  <H 
looked  to  receive  from  iu  own  eftate.     If  men  were  allowed  «>  aedtf  fi-1 

•  Mr  Dandas^s  Committee,  Rep.  I.  p.  9;  and  ditto,  Rep.  IV.  6«.  where  iher^^ 
1777  ftated  only  at  12  lacks— 3*  lacks  ftatcd  is  the  reVcnu^  ••  iupaefiog  the  Ciru»' 
••  properly  mtnajcd." 
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yi9,'^iSii\^(^^^mi^\it,^j  bne  j&iglit  fdoii  .gr9W  rifiti  by  tUs  mo^  9v*f*. 
antihj£  A  flooa  comes  dowi^  yjjo^  «  kn^a;^  .^^^  i^  M'*  Biedford  Lcve^.9t  il 
3uCai»3'|K>ott^s  i  yettTy  ai^tl  ^rowps  bu  rfe&n  (or  tep  yearif .  Tbe  p^§ii(^lt9i^^ 
>\il<i  j^ut  tiSit  mW  tnt(^  tbe  ^h^nd^  pf  ji  truft^Cp  ^  wbo  would  ^tvely,  ini|kc  up^ 
IxiiSksi  wai:  for  kbls  lofs  credit  bimfelf  in*  his  account  fojr  a  debt  diie  ta  him 


€  abford  e|lou|h  to  oonfolidate  ail^e  ca^mities  ofwajr  into  debts  j  to  uieuinpr- 
lote  the' 4<^Vi^»^ti(>ns  of  the  country  into  demands  uppi^.tts  future  prodfidion*! 
That  is'tHU'  but  to  avow  a  refolution  ^utterly  to  deftroy.t)ieir  ow^.countryj  and| 
i'forcethi  people' to  pay  for  tkeir  fuffenpgs,,to  a  fpvernment  ^iph  haS(  proyed^ 
aable  to'  proUd  either  tbe  (hare  of  the  huibai^inan.or.  their  pwn  ^  Ih.eTar/^ 
:aTe  oV  a  farm^  the  inyafibn  of  an  (^nemy,  io^ead  of /ormin^  a  denland  fori 
rreaf*  is'a^reteaie'bf  rent )  nor  lor  thit  v^ctti  U  it  at  aU  nACeffary  to  IhoWy  tUat, 
ie.iaTM>^?  )ias  left  nothing  to  the ;occupter  of  the  foilj  though  in. the  i^ceftnt 
a{i  it  wbuid'be  too  eaiy  to  prove  thaf  meUnchply  fad  *»  .  I  therefore  applauded 
17  right  honoiirablrfrieud,  who,  when  he  canvafled  the  Company  >  occpunts^ 
s's'preliminary' to  a  bill  that  ovil^t  not  to  ftai^d  on  fajfrhood.  of  .any  kind^" 
:xed  his  .difce^nin^  .eye,  anfl  lus  deciding  hand,  on  thafe  deb9  of  tl^e  CtUA* 
raay.  froth  the ' Nabab  ot  Af cot  and  Rajah  of  Twore»  and  at.  one  ftroka  ex* 
>unged[^^em  atl»  as  utterly  irrecorerable  1  he  might  have  addied  as  Utterly  un* 

founded^  ^         ^^  .,:,-,..'  „..,•.. 

On  thefe  grounds  1  do  nojt  biainp.the  arrangement,  this  4ay  in  queftioa^  at  s. 
preference\^iviBn  tb'the  diebtof  individuls  over  the  .Company's  debt,  la  nly^ 
eye  it  isn^o  more  thaa  the  preference  of  a  fiQion.  over  a,chimei^4  but  I  blame. 
:be  preference' given  tQ  th.ofa  fi£^itious  private  .debts,  over  the  .ftanding  defence^ 
lad  the  Handing  ^vemrpent.  It  is  there  th^  .public  ii  robbed*  It  is  robbed 
ia  its  army  s  it  is  robbe4  in  its  civil  adminiftration.i  it  is  robbed. in  its  aredit;  ^ 
it  is  robbed  in  its  inveftment  which  fonnf  the.  commercial  connedio|i  between 
tdat  country  and  Europe^     There  is  the  robbiqry.  ^ ,  ,. 

But  my  principal  objeftion  lies  a  good'  deal  deeper*     That  debt  to  the  Com* 
pany  Is  the  pretext  under  which  all  the  pthf  r  debta  liXifk  and  cover  thcmfel¥esi 
That  debt  forms  the  foul  putrid  mucus,  in  ^hich.  art  engendered  ihe  wholat 
brood  of  creeping  alBarides^  all  Uie  endlefs  lATolutuins^.  the.  eternal  kndt,  added' 
to  a  knot 'of  thofe  inexj^ugnable  tape»wprms.  which  devpur  the  autriment^  and* 
cat  up  the  bowefs  of  India -fr.    It  is  neceliary^.  Sir^.  yon  ihoUld  recolleft  two 
things:  Frifti  that  the  Nabob's  debt  to  the  Cpmpany  carpet  a6  Intereft*    Ia 
^e  next  plape  yon  wUl  obferv^^  that  whe^ieyec  the  Company  hat  octefioo 
t9  borrow^  (he  has  always  commanded  whatever  ihe  thought  fit  at  eight,  per  cent. 
Carrying  in  your  mind  thefe  two  fa£ts,  attend  to  the  procefs  with  regard  to  thf 
public  and  the  private  debt)  and  with  what  little  appearance  of  deceaey  they  plaj 

•    •  **  It  it  certain  that  the  inenrliOtt  of  a  few  of  Hyder*s  horft  into  thl^  Ja^iirey  in  17^7^ . 
*(  coK  tbe  Companv  upwards  of  Pagodas  a 7,60%  ia  allowtaecs  fdr  dj^msgts,^*  Confnlci^ 

iions,  February  1 1  th«  117  >• -      .. 

f  rrodkdCngs'st  Mairts;  17th  February,  17^9^  and  throughont  thf  correfyobdencc  oa  this 
fabjcA;  panicularly  CoBiiiksti#ns  OOOber  4th,  17699  and  the.  CitliCort*  Memorial^  aeth 
January,  i^H^.... 
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into  pach  other's  hands  a  game  of  titter  perditlpn  to  tht  unhappy  Btti?es  oC 
Tntfia.  'irhc  Nabob  falls  into  an  arrear  to  the  Company.  The  prefidency  prcfio 
ftr .payment.  The  Nabob's  aniWcr  is,  I  have  no  Money.  Good.  Bat  there 
arc  foucartwho  will  fupply  you  on  the  mortgage  of  your  territories.'  Thca 
Heps  fonvard-fome  Paul  Bcnrfield;  and  from  his  grateful  compaifion  to  ths 
Nabob,  and  his  filial  ragafd  to  the  Company^  he  unfocks  the  treafures  of  his 
virtuous  indoftry  j  and  for  a  confideration  of  tWfnt]^-four  or  thirty -fix  perctji\ 
en  a  mortgage  of  the  territorial  rcTenua^  becomes  fecurity  to  the  Company  for 
the  Nabob's  arrear.  .   • 

•  Your  worthy  Mtnifters,  fupporting  what  they  arc  obliged'  to-  condemn,  haw 
thought  fit  to  renew  the  Company's  old  order  againft  contrafling  private  dcba 
in  future.  They  begin  by  rewarding  the  violation  of  the  ancient  law  i  and  cbea 
they  gravely  re-cna£V  prorifions,  of  which  thty  have  given  bounties  for  tie 
breach.  This  inconfi(!eney  has  been  well  ej^pofed^^.  But  what  wiU  you  fsj 
to  their  having  gone  the  length  of  giving  pofitiv^  dlre£^ioas  for  cantradiog  tbe 
debt  wh!t:li  they  pofitively  forbid  ?  .-         i  « 

I  will  explain  myfelf.  They  order  the  Nabob,  out  of  the  revenues  of  tfce 
Cataatic,  to  allot  480,000  pounds  a  year,  as  a  fund  for  the  debts  before  us.  Tcr 
the  puo£^ual  payment  of  this  annuity,  they  order  him  to  give  foucar  iecuritT  f. 
V^hen  a  foucar,  that  is,  a  money  dealer,  becomes  fecurity  for  any  native  princ(,tke 
courfe  is,  for  the  native  prince  to  couatcrfecurc  the  money  dealer,  by  makiag 
over  to  him  in  rA^i^t^age  a  portion  bf  his  territory,  equal  to  the  fuiii  annuaUy  to 
be  paid*  with  an  intereft  of  at  IcalV  twcnty-four  per  cent.  The  poiat  fit  foe 
the  Uoufe  to  know  is,  who  are  thefe  fouoars,  to  whom  this  fecurity  oa  the 
raveaues  iii  fai'our  of  the  Nabob's  creditors  is  to  be  given  ?  'f  he  majority  of  the 
Houfe,  unaccuftomcd  to  thefe  tranfaftions,  will'hear  with  aftouilbment  thaithde 
foucars  arc  00  other  than  the  creditors  rhcmfelvcs.  The  Minifter,  not  contest 
vith  authorizing  thefe  tranfadions  in  a  nianner  and  to  an  extent  unhopedfor  bj 
the  rapacious  cxpe^atiohs  of  ufury  itfelf,  loads  the  broken  back  of  the  India 
revenues,  io  favour  of  his  worthy  friends  the  loucars,  with  an  additional  twea^n- 
four.per.^}gpt.  for  being  fecurity- to  therafelvcs  for' their  own  claims;  for'coinif- 
icending  to  take  the  country  in  mortgage,  to  pay  to  themfclvcs  the  fruits  of  dieir 
own  extoftrons. 

.  The  intereft  to  be  paid  for  this  fecurity,  according  to  the  mod  moderate  ftraia  cf 
foucar  demand,  comes  to  1 1 8,o'ool.  a  year,- which  added  to  the  480,000!.  on  which 
i(f  is  to  accrue,  will  msik&  the  whole  charge  on  account  of  thefe  debts  on  the 
Garoatic  revenues  amount  to  598,000!.  a  year,  at  much  as  *cvcn  a  long  p«a« 
wiii  caable  thofc  revenues  to  produce.  Can  any  one  rtfle£t  for  a  moment  oa  all 
thofe  claims  of  debt,  which  the  Minifter  exhaufts  himfclf  in  contrivances  » 
augment  with  new  ufuries,-  without  lifting  up  his  hand^  and  eyes  in  afioniflimea: 
of  the  impudence,  bcjth  of  the  claim  and  the  adjudication  ?  Services  of  fo^s 
kind  or  otlier  thcfc  fcrvants  of  the  Company  'muft  have  done,  fo  great  aci 
eminent,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  canno^  think  tha»  all  they  hin 
broughr  home  is  hslf  enough.  He  halloos  after  them,  **  Gentlemen,  you  hiT« 
"  fbi;gvt  a  laige  jjachct  behind  you,  in  your  hurry;  you'  have  not  futfeient> 
•'.  recovered  yourrclv.cs;.you  ought  to  have,  and  you  ftiall  have,  intereft  upa 
*'  intcrcdy  upon  a  prohibited  debt  that  is  made  up. of  intereft  upon  intCtcd. 

■»  In  Mr.  Toi's  speech*.  f  The  amended  Letter, .Appendix,  No.  6,  B. 
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'*  Evtii'  this  II  ^  litdci  "1  hsTc  thought  of  another  cfaara^cr  for  you,  b^ 
**  which  you  may 'add  fomcthing  to  your  gaihsi'you  fhall  be  fectiriiy  to  y.oUr- 
•*  fclves;  and'hence  will  rife  a  new  \ifury,  which  ihall  efface  the  i^emory  of 
•*  All  the  ufuries  fuggefted  to  you  by  your  own  dull  ih^entions.'"^  ' 

'  I  hare  done  with  the  arrangement  relative  to  the'Carnatic.  After  this,  it  is 
to  little  purpofe  to  obfcr\iw  on  whak  the  Minifters  havtf  done  to  Tanjore,  ^YoHi" 
Miniftcr*  have  not  obfcrved  even  form  and  ceremony  in  their  outrageous  and 
infulting  robbery  ©f  that  country,  whofe  only'  crime'has  been,  its  early  and 
conftant  adherence  to  the  power  of  this,  and  the  fufferiog  of  an  uniform  pillage 
in  confequence  of  it.  The  debt  of  the  Company  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore, 
is  |uft  of  the  fame  ftufFwith  that  of  the  Nabob  off  Arcot. 

The  (ubfidy  from  Tanjore,  on  the  arrear  of  which  this  pretended  debt  (If  any 

there  be)  has  accrued  to  the  Company,  is  n<it,.like  that  paid  by  the  Nabob  of 

Artot,  a  compenfation  for  vaft  countries  obtained,  augnichted,  and  prefcrvcd  for 

liiiin  ;  not  the  price  of  pillaged  treafurioa,  ranfacked  houfcs,  and  plundered  terri« 

tories.— It  is  a  large  grant,  from  a  fmall  kingdom  not  obtained  by  our  arras  ; 

robbed,  not  protefled  by  our  power;  a  grant  for  which  no  equivalent  was  cier 

given,  or  pretended  to  be  given.     The  right  honourable  gentleman,  however, 

bears  witnefs  in  his  Reports  to  the  pun6^uality  of  the  payments  of  this  grant  of 

bounty,  or^  if  you  plea(>,  of  fear.       It  amounts  to  1 60,000 1.  (Icrling  net  annual 

fubfidy.     He  bears  witnefs  to  a  farther  grant  of  a' town  and  port,  nith  an  an* 

nexed  diftri£t  of30,ooul.  a  year,   furrendered  to  the  Company  fincc  the  Br(t 

donation.     He  has  not  heme  witnefs,  but  the  fa£^  is,  (he  will  not  deny  ic)  that 

in  the  toidft  of  war,  and  during  the   ruin  and  dcfolation  of  a  confidci  able  part 

of  his  territories,  this  PrinCe  made  many  very  large  payments.     Notwithstanding 

thefe  merits  and  Services,  the  firft  regulation  of  Miniftry  is  to  force  from  him  a 

territory  of  an  extent  which  they  have  not  yet  thought  proper  to  4rcertain,  for  a 

tnilitary  peace  eftablilhment,  the  particulars  of  which  they  have  not  yet  been 

pleafed  to  fettle. 

The  next  part  of  their  arrangement  is  with  regard  to  war.  As  confeffedly 
thi»  Prince  had  no  (hare  in  (lirriag  up  any  of  the  former  w^rs,  fo  all  future 
wars  are  completely  out  of  bis  power;. for  he  has  no  troops  whatever,  and  is  under 
a  ftipulation  not  fo  much  as  to  cofrefpond  with  any  foreign  (late,  except  through 
the  Company.  Yet,  in  cafe  the  Company's  fervants  fliould  be  again  involved  in 
war,  or  ihould  think  proper  again  to  provoke  any  enemy,  as  in  times  pad  they  have 
wantonly  provokei  all  India,  he  is  to  be  fubjefted  to  a  new  penalty.  To  what 
penalty  ?— Why,  to  no  lefs  than  the  confifcation  of  all  his  revenues.  But  this 
is  to  end  with  the  war,*  and  they  are  to  be  faithfully  returned  ? — Oh !  no;  nothing 
like  it.  The  country  is  to  remain  under  confifcation  until  all  the  debt  which 
the  Company  flialb  think  fit  to  incur  in  fuch  war  (hall  be  difcharged  j  that  is  to 
fay,  for  ever.  His  fole  comfort  is  to  find  his  old  enemy,  the  Nab(fb  of  Arcot, 
placed  in  the  very  fame  condition. 

The  revenues  ef  that  miferable  country  were  before  the  inva(ion  of  Hyder, 
reduced  to  a  gr^fs  annual  receipt  of  36,000  1.  •  From  this  receipt  the  fubfidy 
I  have  juft  fiated  is  taken.  This  again,  by  payments  in  advance,  by  extorting  dc- 
jpolits  «f  additional  films  to  a  raft  amount  fo^  the- benefit  of  their  foucars,  and  by 

•  Mr»  Pctrie's  eridcace  before  the  SdcCt  Coxsauttc^  Appendix. 
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of  r  that  It  forty-eijhi  per  wt.  payablf  mpmj*  F^*  HMfl"Bf  «OT^  f • 

^tt^h  is  (he  ftata  tp  which  the  CompaQ;y^  ,W^?  ^^f  re^uc^d  ;e^  .oaSi^trT* 
Now  come  the  rcfprpm.J^W^^  ^hp  li^^ 

^on6?  In  ^tfdicion  to  all  thefe.tyiannpus  exactionf  with  aU  thcia  niuMU  dd»  ii 
peir  train,  ^oopiing  to  one  fi^e  of  an  ai^reei^ent  whil)^  {hey  wmtuly  mt  tpg§ 
e yet  to  tfie  otfter,  tbey  withdraw  fir<>ai  Tanjore '  a)l*  |]be  Jbc iM^f^  of  .t^  'tfgfj  i 
\  7^*9  an4  they  fubjcfh  tiiat  nation  p  a  perpef ^a^  tribu^  ot  49>«^o  U^  jp^  tp  ^ 
Kabob  of  Arcot ;  a  tribute  never  diie^  ojr'pre^nded  to  b^  4uc  tp  i^ii^y  f«p  fji^ 

|)e  appeared  to  bt  fonethingV  f  F.^^^f*  %*  ^^^P  ^^^  ^^»  J^  JP  i  I^P^ 
tentaie,  but  (o  a  ihadow^  a  dreai^,  an  incybHs  (^pgp^^£|pn.  A%H  fbf^^^ 
pany  has  ac^cepted  in  AibiBdy,  iti  granl  of  territoiy,  jn  ifn^i||i^  ^  f^x,  if  i 


y 


coqipenifation  for  their  own  prote|£|ion,|U  Ica/^'  ap^^popl.  a  jpjur^  wkbgot  f^ 
counting  a  filling  for  that  receipt^  thp^iniftcrs  cOn^ei^n  this  WpI^  P9^ 
tp  be  tf  i^tary  lo  a  perfon  who  is  |iiroft:lf,  ij  Jt|ieif  ^jyfj^  aq;|pggiyy»  dj^ri]^ 
of  the  right  of  i^^r  or  ^ace^  deprived  of  tiie  po^cr  of  the  ^vpjf^  9Sd^^^i^ 
Tip  a  fingle  regimen(  of  ibldiersj  .^?4,^'  therefore'  y^olly  ^^^ef  4x>ip  |b(|V* 
te£bion  oi  the  country  whioh  is  the  q|>je^  ot  the  pf etj^^d  .^rUiu^  ^E^!ibB|f 
liangson  the  fword*  It  is  an  incident  infeparable  ^og^  £e|l  lavfi^gn.pSflK'* 
^n  the  prefent  cafe  to  fuppofe  its  exigence,  is  as  abfurd  af  i)t  it  ^J^^I  ^^PSffw^. 
And  here^  Mr.  Speaker,  you  have  a  dcair  exetnplific9.tioi|^  of  (he  ufe^JF  |^ 
fatlp  *namies,  an^  falfe  colours,  which  ^le  gent|emen  who  h^v^  ^K5^J  \^^ 
pofleinon  of  India  choofe  to  lay  on  for  thff  purpo(e'  of  di%ui£ng  i^pf  f^  ^ 
6ppre0ipn.  The  ^abob  of  Arcot,  and  l^aja)!  of  T^njorf ,  hkvf^  |i|  K^  |B^ 
jubilance,  no  more  than  a  merely  c)vi|  authority,  hc44  ^  ^S  ^^  SV^  ^ 
pendence  on  the  Company.  The  Nabob,  wittiout  m^h^,  )vit^ii|  %dcra)  00; 
CKv,  18  extingufihed  as  a  potentate;  but. then  he  is  carefully  k^gt  f^ve  at  la 
}iidependent  and  foverei|^  power^  for  tl|e  purp^fc  9I  HIB^!^^  9^4  ^=^^f^9^>  ^ 
the  purpofc  of  perpetuating  the  0I4  iWiK^S?*  »>«RoiS5|,  iifttpf^  1^,  «f: 
Miptions* 

^  It  was  not  enough  that  this  ^loc^^ery  of  Ribup  was  19  \k  m^iK4  WSM 
tJic  correfpondent  prote^ion,  or  any  o|  the  ilipulated  eq|iiva(«ntS9  In^t  hq  yetff 
of  arrear,  to  the  amount  of  400,000  L  f^erlinj^  is  a^c^d  tp  ail  ^  '^BS^  tp  ^ 
Company,  and  to  individuab,  in  or^er  to  cx^a^  a  new  dabt)^  eg  \k^  sfi^  (if  at  aU 
poffible  to  be  paid  in  w^ole  o|r  in  part)  only  by  new  ufurti^ss  9n4  #11  tbia  for  |bf 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  or  rather  for  Mr.  Benfiel^t  and  |he  corps  of  the  |^bgb)|  cnii- 
tors,  andl  their  foucars.  Thus  thefe  mifer^ble  Ijidian  fiifinces  arf  fOftiniifd  ^ 
iheir  feats,  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  render  them  in  the  ^r^  inftaysSi  ^^* 
of  every  fpecies  of  extortion;  and  in  fhe  ^cond^  to  fo^  (bfl9  <<i^S<HB^  ^ 
fhe  iafee  of  a  momentary  (ha^'>w  of  reduced  authority^,  ^  (qfj^  o(^l^^^^  g« 
rants,  the  ruin  and  calamity,  not  the  fathers  aind  ck^nihers,  otdieir  psopbs- 

But  tafte  this  tribute  only  as  a  mere  charg<^  (wi{bou(  ti^le,  cau^,  <y  ^iguivalcat) 
on  this  people;  what  one  ^ep  ^  been  taken  to  f(\rmjQ^  fiTOH^cfs  |^4  juftcsl- 
cula^Ion  and  eftimate  of  the  propoftio|^  0/  ^^  bu|^Si^  494 '^  %b^!^QL^  ^^» 
not  m'  attempt  at  it.     They  do  not  adapt  the  burdeo  to  the  ftreagth|  but  thej 

•  Appeadlx.  No, 
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^rc  k  9k^  ^  j^^jy  ^/HAII  wficiei^t  1(9  ihe  fuuire  xf  pr«auiaiQp  of  .the  rcMftiaii 
#r^.9il^i^^i<h9(e  ilflii^i/  fiKrnr  ooe>|)U|  <olcr#bLy  fconyeisbiit  in  lii^iiii 
I,  ^miirjmPY  4#>i^«  A^Mmitf  9^  4ii»  JUU^b  ^Migdom  depends  oh  iu  coa^ 
f^(4  Wilf  ^  ^W  C^Wjr-  'T*^^  tenflto  of  B«MP«ao  <o  Mwy  tionn^oky,  ought 
g^$r  t9  ^  jGWII^4^  .yiU^fptiiifial  Mt^ngewisniM,  pr  iBiaiiv  to  4epefd  oo  th^  9«r» 
fonal  con^u^  of  Piinces}  in  which  the  ml^akti,  f»  Jtrtptt  .or  n£glei&>  cirdifkcfii^ 
pfHlf^9^  V#  AI^^BI^tpo  fiMicr  iiAe,  migr  hriAg  faming  on  iDi^lioia»  mnd  hvb  aa 
ilif^cp^  Pm4^  PphW  £9'  ^^^  7^<  meant  of  the  fabMesce  of  nftAkini 
^9.vU  bf  1^  li^pij^ti^k  ai  i:he  l{iw»  of  napuc,  kt^poavier  and  iominico  od^e  iwhat 
PAMrAi|)K3r  jmy^-r-Obi^lSK  whM  haa  hfen  dpoe  wi^hoegard  xo  ihis  ittportanc 
^op£|^.    ;]r)if  .u^  j^  ibis  river  is  indeei  u  4ength  gurrn  to  ibe  iUjahi  aai  f  ^ 

S>Vi^J  ivmri^  ffir  it|  ^^^^cnt  at  hil  Awn  charge^  hut  i&b  jOEteaas  iaEiairmAinf 
l^/c]^^^  (^i|,in^|bfypncitU)ai».MrhSlly  cm  of.  This  vCtof  tbis^m^im^ 
Xibitik  flyagh^  (0  hurj?  npmofp  otwa^on  tbz^  clouda  and  rain»  and  fisn^ina,  witk 
1^  Vfffoifil  of  A«  R^^9  the  tfaboV,  or  tbf  Con)p^nr»  is  ozpre&ly  reoirswad  as  ^ 
IMM  9S  titkhfcJokg  dm«9d|  faianrf ars  of  tribotc.  This  horrid  and  nnnanual  )••> 

eriM9^pr  <tf  cvKjPmoo  )ia4  boen  #  di^ngut&ing  £eatune  in  the  anormicica  of  ilM 
Wi^9ftc  ^hd^  thlU  joiulKjr  c^kd  for  refonnadpn.  Bnt  d»  foad  ^a  uMl^fOf^ 
jpip  i$  by  the  rdormars  of  India  coadkiotoad  on  payments  from  its  Briaaa^  at  9 
momafi  that  h^  is  otcipomoM  with  a  fwam  of  tbcir  demands,  «ifh«uc  fvgasd 
CO  the  ability  of  cithar  Pxinco  of  f  ooi^e.  I|i  6ne,  by  opaaiog  an  avoave  xm 
(he  knipiioa  of  the  N^bob  of  Arcot'^  creditor!  and  (euejirSf  wbom  avary  ma% 
lerbo  did  not  faU  in  love  vitif  opiira0ion  and  corruption  on  an  exptrianca  of  tbo 
falamitiei  th^y  pcodMcfdy  wouU  have  railed  wall  before  walU  and  laouad  ^$*^ 
fora  mpnady  t^  fcacp  from  a  pofibiUty  of  enuance,  a  more  dcibpu^i«a  aiir<iy 
than  Hydcr  AU  is  introduced  into  that  kingdom*  By  this  part  of  their  aaaaagat 
meaty  in  which  they  eftabliih  a  debt  to  the  Vabob  of  Arcot^  in  eifedAnd  lab*. 
AaJKSf  they  ddi^ar  oxer  TanjorCf  bound  Imad  and  foot,  to  Banl  BenMd,  ^ 
old  borayar*  infultmry  ^ppreflbr,  and  icpiirf e  of  a  country,  which  haa  fiar  yfoai 
Ikcr  4n  obyaft  of  an  unoKnittedt  but  unhappily  an  vneqtial  ftrntglcy  betmesi 
the  bounties  of  providence  to  re^ovjttCi  &4d  the  wiokibdneis  o£  nuilkiad  lO 
dcAooy. 

If  he  right  J^onqomble  grotl^maat  tall^s  of  hif  fiiifaffs  ia  detarmiaing  thotarri^ 
torial  difpute.  hetweeo  the  Nabob  of  Arcot|  %nd  the  P^iace  of  that  couotry^ 
when. he  fuperfeded  the  detarmi|iation  of  the  DiroAqirs,  ia  whom  the  lavt  had 
ycf^  At  decifion  of  that  conqroverfy.  He  is  in  this  iuft  as  feeble  as  he  is  iil 
pwy  other  part*  But  it.  is  not  nepeflary  to  iay  a  wcurd  tn  refutation  of  aa^ 
part  of  bis  argnment.  The  mode  of  the  proceeding  ^ffi^ientiy  Ipeafcs  the  fpiric 
of  it.  It  is  enough  to  fix  his  charaftcf  as  a  JQd|e,  that  he  aever  heard  tht. 
X^Uroftoia  in  defei^oe  (xF  the^  adjudication,  nor  dither  of  the  pastier  in  (u^fMyi  of 
their  re^po£tiv<  claims*  It  is  fuficient  for  me,  that  he  tthca  fcom  the  Rajah  of 
Tanj^re,  by  thif  pRXaadoi  adji^dicatmn,  6t  cathier  fr^m  hip  onhs^ppy  fublafis^ 
40»oop  h  ^  year  of  bit  and  theia  reaenue,  and  Icavea  upon  hit.  and  thair 
'  fliottldera  ail  the  charges  that  can  be  made  cm  tba  paa  of  aba  Nabob,  on  the  past 
of  hfs  cred^tors^  aad  on  the  part  of  the  Com^ny,  irithout  fo  n^uch  as  hearing 

f  Mr.  Dvndas.  ^ 
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ffRRif  to.  right V  to  ability.'  Btn  what  pitncipally  rnduces  nie  to  leave  ^il-* 
i9f  the  territorial  difpute  between  the' Nabob  ifnd  the  R«)ah  to  another  £., , 
this,  that  both  the  ^arti^s  being'  ftripped  of  thfetr  all,  it  iittk  figBi6es  id 
'whkh^of  their  names  the  tirhappy  undone  people  »o  delsrered  orer  to  !fac  ^ 
cilefs:  foocars^  the  at2ie«  of  that  right  honourabie  gentleman,  •  and  the  Ch:^  - 
ef  the  Ekcbeqcier.  In  them  enda  the  account  of  this  long  dtipstc  of  the  >*>* 
<*f  Arcot,and'chi§  Ra^ah  of  Tanjore.  .  • 

The  right  honourable  gentletnan  is  of  opinion,  that  his  judgement  iatiutc^ 
can  be  cebfured  by  non^  but  ihofc  who^fcem  to  «^  as  if  they  were  paid  agtr 
to  oise  ef  theparties,     Whit,  does  he  think  of  his  Court  of  Diredon^  Ut' 
«re^  JMud  by  either  of  the  parties,  by  which  of  them  does  he  ihmk  vx\  r 
fKud  f  He, knows  that  their  deciiion  has  "been  •  direCtly  contrary  to  his.    S&2j  . 
Mierethat  k  docs  not  enter  ipto  his  heart  to  cdiibeive,  that  any  perlbn  ca&  &ti& - 
»nd  a£lii7cjy  int'ereft  himf&lf  in  the  prote6^ion  of  the  injured  and  opprcflcd,  «>> 
out  besng  Well  paid  for  his  fervice;  I  have  taken  notice  of  this  fort  of  d^W: 
ibiDe  days  ago;  to  far  as  it  xnay  he  firppo^ed  tt>  relate  to -me*  -J  then  eomenu^i  ^.' 
feify  as  1  fiiall  now  do,;with  giving  if  ji  cold,  though  a  very  dire£^  ooat«d'<c*( 
Thus  vicrch  I  do  from  rcfpc£^  to  truth.     If  X  did  more,  it  mig^t  be  fuppei  • 
by  my  anxictf  to  cleav  myfelf,  -that  I  had  im'bibed  the  ideas,  which  forcbp..> 
ircaianSf  the  right  honourable  gendeman  wiihes  to  have  received  ooacerai'>c  ^ 
•ttciBpts  fotplead  the  caufe  of  the  natives  of  India,  as  if  k  were  adifrepso^^ 
employment.     Jf-he  had  not  forgot,  in  his  prtfent  occupation,  every  pne^' 
which  oi^ht  to  have  gu^ided  bim^^nd  I. hope  did  guide  him,  in  his  laie  profcf.-^ 
lie  would  have  known,  4hat  lie  w^o  takes  a  fec^  for  pleading  the  canfe  of  i^- 
•gainft,  power,  ^Jid  manfully  performs  the  duty  he  has  affuroed,  recafc^  :* 
KMikwrahle  rccbmpence  for  a  virtuous  fervice^     But  if  the  ri^t  boodors:': 
gentleman  will  have  no  regard  to;  fad  in  his  infinuations,  or  to  reafoa  i&^ 
ofnaions,  1  wiih  hhn  at  leaiV.to  confider,  that  if  taking  aneameft  p"t  ^''• 
regard  to  the  oppreflionsiexerc^red  in  India,  and  with  regard  to  this  mod  qff^' 
live  cafe  of  Tanjorc  in  particular,,  can  ground  a  prefumption  of  interefted  !^ 
tivet,  he  is  hirofelf  the  moft  mercenary  man  X  know.     Hit  condod  ladet^  ^ 
ihcby  that  he  is  on  all  occafsons  the  (landing  teftimooy  again^  hindelf*   H* ' 
was  that  firA  called  to  that  ^cafc  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  :    the  Reportio^^ 
4>wn  Committee  are  ample  and  affcfling  upon  that  fubje^b^i  and  as  vaxx- 
US  aa  have  cfcaped  his  maffaere,  mu ft  .remember  the  very  pathetic  ^^^  I' 
|Badc«f  the  fLfien'ngs  of  the  Tanjore'country^  on  the  day  when  he  moTdt^' 
iMiwieldy  code  of  his  Indian  rcfoluriens.     Has  he  not  ftated  over  aad  on' ^^^ 
in  his  Reports,  the  ill  treatment  of  the  Rajah  of  Tanjorc,  (a  branch  ofthciQ^ 
houfe  of  the  Mahrattas,  every  injury  to  whom  the  Mahratas  felt  as  x^txt^"^ 
themfelvcs)  as  a  miio  caufe  of  .the  alienation .  of  that  people  from  theB-'^''' 
power 'f  Anddoe«  he  now  think,  thut.  to  betray -his  principles,  to  cootisd)^  &* 
declarations,   and  .to  becomo  himfc-lf  ten  a£iive  inftrument  in  thofe  oppr^'"^ 
which  he  had  fo  tragically  lamented,-  is  rthe  way  to  clear  hiinfelf  of  haviofl^. 
actuated  by  a  pecuniary  intereft,  ac  the  time  when  he  chofe  to  appc^^^^ 
tenderncis  to  that  ruined  nation  ? 

•  See  Report  IV;  Committee  of  Secrecy,  p.  73  and  74;  and  AppeniU  ia^'^ 
fLccs* 
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The  right  honourable  gentleman  is  fond  of  parading,  on  the  •motives  of  others^ 
and  on  his  own  — As  to  himfclf^  he  defpifes  the  imputacioas  oF  thofe  who  fup. 
jpofe  that^ahy  thing  corrupt  could  influence  him  in  this  his  unexampled  liberality 
of  the  public  trtafiire.     I  do  not  know  that  I  am  oMiged  to  fpeak  to  the 'motives. 
of  Miniftry  in  the  arrangements  they  have  made  of  the  preteivted  debts  of  Arcot 
and  Tanjore.     If  I  prove  fraud  and  collufion  with  regard  to  public  money  oa 
thofe  right  honpiirablc  gentlemen,  I  am  not  obliged  to  aitign  their  motives )  be- 
caufe  no  good  motives  can  be  plcade^l  in  favour  of  their  condu6^  —  Upon  thac 
cafe  I  ftand;  wc  are  at  illue,  and  I  dcfire  to  go  to  trial.     This,  I  am  fure,  iv 
not  loofe  railing  or  mean   inlinuation,  according  to  their  low  and  degenerate  fa«>. 
ihion  when  they  make  attacks  on  the  meafures  of  their  ad verfaries  :  it  is  a  Regu- 
lar and  juridical  courfe,  and  unlefs  I  chule  it,  nothing  can  Compel  mc  to  *g9 
farther.  '       . 

The  perfbns  in  whofe  favour  all  thefe  rules  have  been  violated^  and  the  con-* 
5u6t  of  Miniftcrs  towards  them,  will  naturally  call  for  your  coo^doration,  ati5- 
xfiW  ferve  to  lead  you  through  a  feries  and  combination  of  faftsand  chara£^rs^  It 
I  do  not  miftakc,  into  tfie  very  inmoft  reccflfcj  of  this  myderious  bufinefs*  Yoii 
vrill  then  be  in  polfefiion  of  all  the  materials  on  which  the  principles  of  found 
jarilprudence  will  found,  or  will  rcjcft  the  prefumptioa  of  corrupt  motiVes;  or. 
if  fuck  motives  are  indicated,  will  point  out  to  you  of  what  particular  nature  tho 
corruption  is. 

Our  wonderful  Miniftcr,  as  you  all  know,  formed  a  new  plan,  a  plan  tn^gnc 
recens  alio  indiSum  org\  a  plan  for  fupporting  the  freedom  of  our  Contitucion  by- 
Court  intrigues,  and  for  removing  its  corruptions  by  Indian  clelinqueiicy.     T* 
•arry  that  bold  paradoxical  de/ign  into  execution^  fufi^cient  funds  and  apt  inflru*^ 
dents  became  neceflacy.     You  are  perfe6lly  fenftble  that  a  Parliamentary  Re«^ 
form  occupies  Wt  thoughts  day  and  night,  as  an  cfTential  member  in  this  extraor- 
dinary project.     In  hip  anxious  refcarches  upon  this  fubjcft,  natural  infUo ft,, 
as  well  as  found  policy,  would  direft  his  eyes,  and  .fsttle'his  choice  on  P^ul\ 
Bcnfield.     Paul  Bcnfield  is  the  grand   parliantcntary.  refoi-mcr»  the  reformer  to 
ivhom  the  whole  choir  of  reformers  bow,  and  to  whom  even  the  right  Honourable  ' 
gentleman  himfelf  mnft  yield  the  palm  :  for  what  region  in  the  enaplrc,  what 
city,  what  borough,  what  county,  what  tribunal  in  this  kingdom,  is  nc»t  full  of 
his  labours?  'Others  have  been  only  l\)eculators ;  he  is  the  grand  jiraftical  re- 
former, and  whilft  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pledges  in  va^n  the  man  and 
the  mintfter,  to  increafe  the  provincial  members,  Mr'.  Benfield  has  aufpicioufiy  * 
and  praftically  begun  it.*    Leaving  far  beliind  him  even  Lord  Camelford's  ge-  ' 
xicroui  defign  of  bellowing  Old  Sarum  on  the  Bank  of  England^  Mr.  Benfield 
has  thrown  in  the  borough  of  Cricklade  to  reinforce  the  county  reprefentation* 
^ot  content  with  this,  in  order  to  ftation  a  fteady  phalanx  foir  all  fiture  reforms, 
this  publicfgirited  ufurer,  amidft  his  charitable  toils  for  the  relief  of  India,  did 
not  forget' the  poor  retten  conftitution  of  his  native  country.     For  her,  he  did 
difdaitt  to  ftoop  to  the  trade  of  a  wholefald  upholAe'rer  for  thisUoufe,  to  furniih 
it,  not  with  the  faded  tapeftry  figures  of  antiquated  merit,  fueh  as  decorate  and  ' 
may  reproach  fome  other  houfes,  but  with  real,  folid,  living  patterns  of  true 
modem  virtue.     Paul  Benfield  made  (reckoning  himfelf)  no  fewer  than  eight 
members  in  the  laft  Parliament :  what  copious  ftreams  of  pure  blood  muft  he  not 
have  transfuled  into  the  veins  of  the  prefcnt  I 

But  what  ia  more  ftriking  than  the  real  Xervices  of  this  new-imported  patriot, 

if 
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^tttdVcv^  Mtmllir from  tftik'  mpIauTe.  He' CQP^/e7t&tW  douet  oT  a^Mfi? 
fTPtrrifttetf^t  (tlflikli  %^{th  the  ete^  farthfut;  they^€\^l^^;  t^^*^ 
^fliftntHUry  rcforn^,  afe  of  little  d/  np  fiien^;  Pi^W^  n<>i  IRtt^^btfl^  ^ 
flktttAis  fini)  itii^t'  W  iV  well'  aftVn'aer.tir  jn  Ifidiaa$  in' fip^.  tt2  dit 
ife^aita'ofrefbrix>atidtitb;PaHi»mentitp:1^^^  f^l^^J^^/^^^^,  ^iV^^nW 
iJ4i8  th^refrfre  no  fotiner  cle'£[e*d;  thaiT  be'  fet'oS  for^lVfidHf^  Q^^etivitt^tW 
ibliging  cyei  of  PafliHWi^'iit.  We  have  'iier«r  enjoyed  iVthls  Aouley  t^'^luxurj 
^  beholding  ihltt  miniott"  of  ttie  hutTiai>  race',   anlf  conte'ifipTtUAg'tiai  ti^^ 


ttua  of  cht  Coiqpiny  has  ftated  the  claims  of  thif  fiD{;Ie.  ^otlenia^  ra  sj^e  liaW 
nf  Attkfif  il*aMdUtttiil^tb  5Qo>oboi:*l  ^  Pdfli^bly]  at  i£e  timt^^oKclie  <ii|S^^ 
m^th^yi^lghthaVe  be^n  as'liigit :  8oo',oobT,  haiTliecn  memibaedibmc'tiiK 
ikfdciTi  but' dry  l^elt  inToHnatiois  ^bes'to  ^z  HU  ihafe^Dp^igh^'thaa  40^0^)! 
]^die  fchein'^'of  thl^prerent  Mibiftry^  foVa^^n^'to  ttfe^jprincipil  lip^ceiu 
inrtC thtr' yci>  1777  t6  ttiV  year  178 1,  400,000!.^  t&at  finaUeS  b?  tbc'iitBS 
ct^r^iitionedYo/  Mr.'  Bfenlfi'^ld^  wTll^fonn  a'capital  olF  jVf  ,o«oI.  at'6'|a'ccst. 
^Hti,  bitidiVthe'  ah-e^rs'oftKrc^  ycar>»  araWntfng'tb  ib4^$«o(.  (which,  as^ 
faft  as  recei^cdy  may  be  legally  lent  out  at  is  per  9jent.)K  ^CBficMkailrediiTcd' 
li^*'thVMtn1fti:ria1  ^iUiV  before*  youy  an  annuity  of* 33,5  loL  a  fux  JaijpAG& 

thVptt^'R6'rfevrd'utt:       ^  ^  ..  ^   ;.,..,   u      j^. 

Our  m1rf-6'/of  Mi ti!ffers*'of ^fi nance,  di^  no^  'thf nk'  ^ii»'  enougli *fb ^  }Ii4Tni[ka  of 
lueh  a'friehtf'ak  Bjhfcfi— "He  fo^i'n^  that  Lord  MacartneV|  in  o^^'^to'frightea 
tffe'Courf  of  Directors 'ffimT  the*'prbtca  pf  obliging,  |he  Kabo&  inj^f^ocir 
<cc\ifllgr' for  h'li  debt,  atfurcd'^thcm;  thk*if  ttcy'ihowd  takfe'tiiat'tfe^ 
^nlA''ihflniblv'bb'  th^  Touca'rt  and  woul^  therpbv  become  tbe  entire  mdiai 
the'Cfarliaticl  What  Lord  'Miacartiiey'  thbuglit  'ruiEciei|t  to  deteb  the  ireiy  tpta^ 
ai^d  pftftakeifs  with  Benfiefd^n  his  iDiq^itics^  was  the,  indueemei^  to . the  m 
rig!i('h'oiSoUrab}e'g€htIemeh  to. order  thts  yery  fpucar  fecurity  to  be  gitca,  ui 
f^  rd6al'BtilftUd'^6  the'city^of  ^a^ra»»'  frbni  the  fort 'o][  dccenf.esule  into  whica 
billed  be«l  relfcpied  by  Lord*  Macartney.  Yxiti  inuft  therelore  coafi4crB»- 
lietd  al  1ouc4r  fecurity' for  ^t^.^bbl.  a  yeaV,  wliicli  at.  14  per  wnt.  (fnppo&af 
hfm  contented 'MTi'th  tbatpi^tjl  wilT,  with  the ' latcrcil'  of  his  ol^'debt,  piodccc 
»tt  annual  iocofaiii  of '1491520!.  a'ycar.' 

Ile*e'is'a1fpecin4en  orthe  new  andpiireariftocraey  createci'by  the  right  ko* 
ii6nlrabft' gihtlctnahf,  as'the'Tupporfe  of  thcCrown  and  ConiUtuttoh,  igsins 
tffe  old,  coirnipi,  refra£lbry,'  natural  intefells  or.this  kiogdoiji  |  an^  this  is  tbe 
gftfid  eoiiafef^i(e'agaioft  alt  odious  coalinon9  of  thcfc  interefts  —  A  fifigle  Ben*, 
iilld' odwMgfis  thfefii  aft  — A'crimVnal  who' long  fmcc  ought  to  hafc  hnetU 
th^ -regU»h"k1tei  With  hU  offal,  is,'  by  Hi^  Mj^cfty*s^ilnine^sVenthriiDedusri>e 
fflfMSAthX  of 'a  greit  kingdom^  and  enfebiSed  with  an  cllate^  which,  iflths 
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cnraparifbn  effaces  \}\e  fpUndor  of  alt  the  nobility  of  Europe.  To  bring  a  little 
hiore  dillinf^ly  into  view  the.true  fecretof  this  dark  tranfaftion,  I  beg  you  pat- 
tieularly  to  advert  to  the  circUi.tftaDces  which  I  am  going  to  place  before 
you. 

The  general  corps  of  creditors,  ds  well  as  Mr.  Benfield  himfelf,  not  looking 
well  into  futurity,  nor  prefagmg  the  Minifter  of  this  day,  thought  it  not  ex* 
pedtent  for  their  common  intcrcft,  that  fuch  a  name  as  his  ihould  (land  at  the 
head  of  their  lift,  it  was  therefore  agreed  among  them,  that  Mr.  Benfield  (hould 
difappear,  by  making  over  his  debt  to  MeiTrs,  Taylor,  Ma^endie,  and  Call,  and 
ihould  in  return  be  fecured  by  their  bond. 

Such,  for  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time,  was  the  outward  form  of  the  loan  o£ 
1777^  In  which  Mr.  Benfield  had  no  fort  of  concern.  At  length  intelligence  ar- 
rived at  Madras,  that  this  debt  which  had  always  bee;i  renounced  by  the  Coutx 
of  Dire£lors,  was  rather  like  to  become  the  fubjedt  of  fomething  rat^  like  a 
criminal  inquiry,  than  of  any  patronage  or  fan^iun  from  Parliament.  Every 
fhip  brought  accounts,  one  (Wronger  than  the  other,  of  the  prevalence  of  the  de* 
termined  enemies  of  the  Indian  fyilem.  The  public  revenues  became  an  obje£h 
defperate  to  the  hopes  of  Mr.  Benfield ;  he  therefore  refolved  to  fall  upon  his 
alfociates,  and,  in  violation  of  that  fiflith  which  fubdfts  among  thofc  who  have 
abandoned  all  other,  commences  a  fuit  in  the  Mayor's  Court  againd  Taylor* 
Majendie,  and  Call,  for  the  bond  givei\  to  him  when  he  agreed  todifappearfor . 
his  own  benefit  as  well  as  that  of  tl}e  common  concern*  The  aiGgnees  of  his 
debt,  who  little  exped^ed  the  fpringing  of  this  mine,  even  from  fuch  an  engineer 
as  Mr.  Benfield,  after  recovering  thqir  firft  alarm,  thought  it  beft  to  take  ground 
on  the  real  (late  of  the  tranfa£tion-— They  divulged  the  whole  myOery,  and  were 
prepared  to  plead,  that  they  had  never  received  from  Mr.  Benfield  any  othet 
conflderation  for  the  bond  than  a  transfer,  in  truft  for  hirofelf  of  his  demand 
on  the  Nabob  of  Arcot.  An  univerfal  indignation  arofe  againft  the  perfidy  o£ 
Mr  Bcnfield's  proceeding  :  the  event  of  the  fuit  was  looked  upon  at  fo  ceitain* 
that  Benfield  was  compelled  to  retreat  as  precipitately  as  he  had  advanced  bpldly  j 
he  gave  up  his  bond,  and  was  reinftated  in  his  original  demand  to  wait  the  for- 
tune of  other  claimants.  At  that  time,  and  at  Madras,  this  hope  was  dull  in* 
deed,  but  at  home  another  fcene  was  preparing. 

It  was  long  beSare  any  public  account  of  this  difcovery  at  Madras  had  arrived 
in  England,  that  the  prefent  Minift«r,  and  his  Board  of  Control,,  thought 
fit  to  determine  on  the  debt  of  1777.  The  recorded  proceedings  at  this  time 
knew  nothing  of  any  debt  to  Benfield  —  There  was  his  own  teftimony;  there 
was  the  teftimony  of  th£  lift;  there  was  the  teftifllony  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
againft  it :  yet  fuch  was  the  Minifters'  feeling  of  the  true  fecret  of  this  tranfac- 
tion,  that  they  thought  proper,  in  the  teeth  of  all  thefe  tcftimonies,  to  give  him 
licenfe  to  return  to  Madras.  Here  th«  Minifters  were  under  fome  embarraiT* 
ment ;  confounded  between  their  refolution  of  rewarding  the  good  fervices  of 
Benfield's  friends  and  aflbciates  in  England,  and  the  ^aroe  of  fending  that 
notorious  incendiary  to  the  court  of  thf  mbob  of  Arcot,  to  renew  his  intrigues 
againft  the  Britifti  government,  at  the  time  they  authonfe  his  return,  they  for- 
ftid  him,  under  the  icvereft  penalties,  from  any  converfaticm  with  the  Nabob  or 
his  mioifters ;  that  is,  they  forbid  his  communication  with  the  very  perfbn  ot% 
account  of  his  dealings  with  whom  they  permit  his  return  co  that  city.     To 
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oTcitop  this  oontndi6lioB9  there  is  not  t  word  reflraining  him  from  tbc  fnt: 
.  intercottrfc  with  the  KahoVt  fecond  fon^  t}\e  real  author  of  all  that  is  dooe  a 

the  Nabob's  namej  who,  in  conjunction  with  this  very  Benfield,  hat  icqoirtd  aa 
.  nbiplute  dominion  oyer  that  unhappy  man  i  is  able  to  perfuade  him  to  put  b 

fignatnre  to  whatever  paper  they  pleafe,  and  often  without  aoy  comttunicni^ 
.  of  the  contents*     This  management  was  deuiled  to  them  at  full  length  bj  Lcrd 

l^cartney,  and  they  cannot  pretend  ignorance  of  it  *. 

If  the  fcene  on  the  other  fide  of  the  globe  which  tempts,  laTttes,  ihd 

compels  to  tyranny  and  rapine,  be  not  iofpeCled  with  the  eye  of  a  rererc  2cdin- 

icemitting  vigiUnce,  fhamc  ^nd  deftrudion  muft  enfue.  For  onci  the  vkI 
.event  of  this  day,  though  it  may  deje£^y  fliall  not  break  or  fubduetnc— Tbt 
.  call  upon  us  is  authoritalive  —  Let  who  will  ihrink  back  I  fiiall  be  fooBJ  at  or 

poft— 'Baffled,  difcountenanced,  fubdued,  difcredited,  as  the  caufe  •£  jo&ict 

and  humanity  is,  it  will  be  only  the  dearer  to  me  —  Whoever  therefore,  &r' 

at  any  time  bring  before  you  any  thing  towards  the  relief  of  oar  diftjiSci! 

fellow-citiz'ens  in  India,  and  towads  a  fubveriion  of  the  prefent  iBoft  corrupt 
.and  oppreffive  fyftem  for  its  government,  in  me  (hall  find,  a  weak  I  am  ibid* 

but  a  ftcady,  carneft,  and  faithful  affiftant. 


*  Appeadia,  F. 


*At  die  debates  on  the  ^roceediagi  of  the  ifoufe  of  Commons  on  die  quelboac^ 

•  the  Weftminftcr  fcrutiny  greatly  depended  en  the  evidence  of  Francis  Htr* 

grave,  £(q.  we  think  it  efiential  to  the  full  underftandtag  of  that  inponat 

•    -bufioefs,  that  our  readers  fhould  be  in  poiTeffion  of  the  evidence  at  lar^- 

The  following  is  a  corre£k  copy  of  the  iame,  eztra&ed  from  tht  Joaraals  cf 

Parliament. 

Vide  PiM^liamentary  Regifter,  Vol.  xvii.  p.  M> 

FRANCIS    HARORAVE,    RTq.   called  i» 

Whether  you  was  afeiror  to  the  High'  Bailiff  f 

1  have  z€tcd  as  affelTor. 

For  how  long  f 

From  the  commencement  of  the  fcrutiny  the  1 8th  of  May,  to  the  rttb  ]i- 

ftaary  laft. 
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•  •  • 

Di^  yo^  attend  conftantly  ? 

Yc8,  with  the  exceptioD  of  ibme  few  inftanccs. 

B</orc  yot(  difcontlpucd  the  office,  'd^d  yott  6r  did  yon  not  declare  publicly  in 
the  court  your  inretocion  of  fo  doing  ?  ' 

I  declared  my  inteAtton  firft  to  the  High  Bailiff  $  and  he  by  my  defire  an*  ' 
oounced  it  to  thofe  who  attended  the  fcrutiny.  *       '  .  * 

On  the  intentioi\'s  bein^  made  known,  were  there,  notwithftanding,  wiihtc 
exprelfcd  that  you  fiiould  continue  in  an  office  you  had  execoted  in  fo  very  ho- 
nourable a  manner  ?  •  ,  ^ 

At  firft  I  thought  it  was  the  wiih  of  all  parties  that  I  ihonid  cbntinue ;  and  i'a 
confequence  of  that  undcrftanding  I  thought  it  due  to  the  proceeding  that  I  ' 
Ihould  rc-confider  the  pra,£licability  of  my  continning  to  a£t  as  afl^elTor  \  but  1 
afterwards  had  rcafon  to  believe,  that  tny  continuance  was  not  wifhed  for  by 
more  than  one  qf  the  parties,  and  I  thought  it  would  be  unbecoming  in  me  to 
wave  my  Brft  refolution  unlefs  at  the  defire  of  both  parties. 

Was  not  the  want  of  any  expreflions  of  fatisfadion  in  your  conduA  on  tKft  ' 
part  of  one  of  the  candidates  and  his^ents,  the  principal  realbn  that  indu<:ed  you  ' 
to  refufe  the  eameft  requeH  of  the  other  candidate  and  his  agents  to  continue'  in  ' 
the  office  at  leaft  till  the  bufinefs  of  St.  Martin's  pariib  ihould  be  completed  f      ' 

Mr.  Roufe  and  Mr.  Morgan,  oounfel  for  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  uniformly  expreflbd 
their  fatisftidion  in  handfome  terms  of  my  eonduAj  but  a  paper  was  delivered 
by  the  Ele^ion  Comn^ittee  for  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  to  the  High  Bailiff,  ^xprefted 
in  fuch  terms  as  Teemed  to  point  at  me;  and  thence  I  inferred,  that  !t  Waa 
the  wifli  of  thofe.bn  vrhoCp  pa^t  the  paper  was  delivered,  that  there  Ihould  be  t 
new  affeiTon 

Did  not  Mr.'Jlou&,  when  he  expreffed  hil  own^rfonal  confidence  and  fatit- 
fa£^ion  in  you,  refufe,  when  being  preyed  to  it  by  Mr.  Fox's  counfel  and  agetits, ' 
to  make  the  fame  declaration  on  the  behalf  of  hi^  client  and  his  agents } 

I  underftood  Mr.  Roufe,  that  he  had  no  inftru^ions  from  thofe  for  whom  ^ 
he  was  concerned  as  counfel,  to  join  in  the  rcqueft  mf  dc  for  my  continuance  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  fox. 

Was  it  expreffed  by  Mr.  Roufe,  or  any  one  on  the  behalf  of  Sir  Cecil  Wray, 
that  their  iilence  on  that  oecafion  was  owing  to  their  difapprobistien  of  a  plan 
fuppofed  to  have  been  propoftd  of  your  attending  only  one  hour  or  one  hour 
and  a  half  each  day  } 

I  rccolle£l  that  the  propofal  for  accommodating  me,  by  fliortening  my  atten- 
dance, was  not  approved  of  by  the  party  for  whom  Mr.  Roufe  aded,  or  even  by 
Mr.  Roufe  hirofelf :  but  I  do  not  recoIle£l  at  this  momont,  whether  that  difajp- 
probation  was  affigned  as  the  reafon  for  not  joinin  g  in  the  requeft  for  my  conti- 
nuing as  afleffor :  the  propofal  J  con)e£^ured,  originated  from  my  accideatally 
uHng  fome  words  by  which  1  ftated,  that  at  the  utmoft  for  five  or  fix  weeks  I ' 
ihould  not  be  able  to  attend  above  one  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours  each  dayi 
but  I  remember  adding,  that  I  could  no;  think  of  otfering  my  fervices  in  i  man- 
ner fo  inadequate  «nd  imperfe^. 

If  the  two  parties  joined  in  the  requeff  for  your  continuance,  and  you  had ' 
complied  with  it,  was  it  underfiood  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  fcrutiny  during  your 
continuance  was  to  go  on  for  no  more  than  one  hour  and  a  half  ox  two  hours 
each  day — I  mean  whether  this  was  fo  underftood  on  the  fpecific  day  that  you  was' 
fTtSs4  to  conti^ve  by  one  party,  and  the  other  party  refufed  joining  in  the  requeft  } 

^  L  ^  I  always 
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I  always  underfiood^  that  the  propofal  meant,  that  the  proceedings  fhould  go 
on  during  the  ufual  hours  j  I  fo  underftood  it  whenever  the  fubicfk  was  mentioB- 
cd.  As  Iconftrued  the  propofal,  it  was»  that  the  High  Bailiff"  ihouid  procctd  m 
my.  abfcnce,  fo  as  to  complete  the  ufual  time  of  attendance. 

Was  the  propofal  in  writing  > 

1  believe  not  originally — but  I  will  not  be  pofitive. 

Was  the  High  Bailiff  prefent  at  the  converlation  to  which  thefc  queftions  have 
uliudcd? 

Certoinly— I  remember  chat  when  I  nfcd  the  words  from  which,  a«  1  fuppofc, 
the  propofal  originated,  it  was  at  the  ciofe  of  the  bulinefs  of  the  day,  the  Hi^k 
Bains' was  prefent,  and  fo  were  Mr.  Fo&*s  Counfel,  or  one  of  them  9  butasnearif 
as  I  can  rec'oiie£t  the  Coynfel  on  the  other  f\de  had  left  the  r«om.  Howevc, 
fqme  of  the  parties  vjrere  prefent,  particularly  Mr.  Collick;  1  rcmentber  «i- 
drefling  myfeif  to  Mr.  Collick  partieuUrly :  I  repeated  in  hii  prefencc  morcthaa 
oace,  chat  I  could  not  think  of  cffcring  my  ferviccs  in  fo  imperfc^  and  iaatic- 
quate  a  manner,  as  by  the  attendance  of  an  hour  and  a  half  or  twq  hours— In- 
deed it  was  m^  own  private  opinion,  that  fuch  an  attendance  would  not  aafwc: 
the  purpofes  of  the  fcru^iny  in  ^n  effe£lual  way. 

If  you  bad  been  prevailed  on  by  ^he  joint  requef^  of  the  candidates,  to  coq!I- 
nue,  whether  it  was  underliood  to  bp  your  iptpniion  to  give  only  that  particuUr 
attendance^ 

When  Mr*  Roufe  had  given  it  both  as  (lis  opinion  and  as  (he  ioilru£xioBcf 
his  clients,  that  fuch  a  propofal  could  not  properly  be  affentcd  to  Qn  their  pani, 
I  coniidered  the  propofal  as  wholly  at  an  end  ;  and  if  I  had  confcnted  to  comi- 
nue  my  attendance,  it  would  have  been  in  tbf  ufual  npanner  and  for  the  uLA 

time. 

Did  not  you  exprefs  that  to  be  your  intention  in  tlie  ypflry  room  on  the  dij 
which  has  been  alluded  to  ? 

I  do  not  recollect  th^  form  of  the  expreflinn  I  might  ufe,  but  I  have  not  an 
idea,  that  any  perfon  who  heard  me  on  the  day  alluded  to,  could  fuppde,  tU: 
I  meant  to  give  a  lefs  attendance  than  I  had  done  before,  if  |  bad  confented  tu 
continue  afleifor. 

Who  made  the  propofal  of  your  laying  but  an  hour  i(n^  a  half,  pr  two  houn 
a  day  inftead  of  five  hours  ? 

It  was  made  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  as  I  recoIle£k  by  one  or  both  of  hi^ 
Counfel. 

Do  you  recoUefk  whether  Mr.  Fox's  Counfel  dated  as  the  reafon  for  this  pre- 
pofal  that  the  fcrutiny  had  gone  on  fo  extraordinary  fad  vvhen  you  had  attcnti^i 
for  five  hours,  chat  it  would  be  fufficient  that  you  ihouid  afterwards  anend  fot 
one  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours  ? 

I  really  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  the  particular  cxprefHons  ufcd  by  the 
Counfel  of  Mr*  Fox  when  they  addreffedthe  propofal  10  the  High  Bailifi',  but  I 
cannot  fuppofe,  that  in  making  the  propofal,  they  could  exprefs  thetnfelves  iat^ 
manner  fuppofed  by  the  queftion. 

What  were  the  fentiments  contained  in  the  paper  you  have  mentioned,  acd 
which  induced  you  to  think  they  wifhcd  you  to  continue  no  longer  a^Tcflbr  to  die 
Higb  Bailiff? 

}  ^ye  a  copy  of  the  paper^  it  will  bed  fpes^k  for  it{elf. 

Tin 
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The  faid  papers  were  brought  up. 

Whether  Mr.  Fox's  Counfcl  objedlcd  intirely  to  the  repeWiog  of  thofe  propo« 
ials,  or  whether  they  did  not  eadcavour  to  obviate  foroe  objedlions  darted  to  it, 
in  order  to  make  it  more  likely  to  anfwer  the  purpofcs  of  accelerating  the  bu- 
pefs  ? 

The  faid^apers  were  then  read  as  follow : 
**  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee   for  conducing  the  fcrutiny  on  behalf  of 
«*  Lord  Hoodjnd  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  affemblcd  at  the  Cannon  Coffce-houfe,  Cha- 
'<  ring'Crofs,  oaFiiday  the  31II  of  Dec.   17849 
"  Refolvcd, 
•*  That  this  Committee  would  deem  themfcWes  inexcufabl^,  were  they  any 
*<  longer  to  endure  the  fyftcm  of  procr^ilination  which  has  takcu  place  in  the  ' 
•*  prcfent  fcrutiny  for  this  city. 

<'  That  Mr.  Atkinlbn  be,  ordered  to  inftru£^  the  Counfel  for  Lord  Hood  and 
^*  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  to  renew  on  Monday  next  for  the  third  time,  the  fair  and  can* 
*^  did  propofal  originally  fuggelled  to  the  High  Bairiff,  on  the  4th  of  November 
**  Jaft.     Namely, 

*'  That  two  perfbns  be  appointed  to  endeavour  to  find  out  the  voters  that  are 
'<  «bje£Vcd  to  on  either  lide.  as  not  to  be  found,  and  to  make  their  report 
'<  thereof,  which  propofal  has  not  been  acceded  to  by  the  agents  of  Mr.  Fox  i 
**  and  alio,  to  oppofc  adjournments  of  the  fcrutiny ;  and  alfo  to  cxprefs  to  the 
*^  High  Bailiff,  the  llrong  difapprobation  thif  Committee  have  to  the  afloniOiiDg 
**  pr^opofai  made  on  the  24th  inft.  viz. 

*^  Th4t  the  High  Bailiff's  Counfel  fhould  attend  only  one,  or  one    hour 
**  and   a   half    on   each    day*  and  infiead  of  confenting  to  ihortening  the  at- 
**  tendance  of  each  day,  10  recommeftd  the  increafe  of  the  number  of  hours  of 
*'  daily  attendance,  in  order  to  hailen  the  prefent  fcrutiny   (and  unlefs  the  High 
**  Bailiff  (hall  be  willing^  to  proceed  henceforth  without  Counfel)  toinfift  on 
**  Monday  next.  That  the  Counfel  for  the  High  Bailiff  may  not  be  permitted  to 
*  *  abfent  himfelf  from  the  Court  during  the  evidence  being  examined  on  any  vote, 
V  during  the  trial  of  any  queftion,  and  alfo  to  infill,  that  whenever  any  vote  is 
*^  referved  for  judgement  that  the  decifion  of  fuch  vote  be  not  delayed  longer  than 
**  the:  fucceeding  day  on  which  the  Court  (halt  meet  i  and  this  Committee  will 
**  confidcr  all  attempti  which  may  be  made  or  have  been  made  to  procraftinate 
**  the  prefent  inquiry y  a^  an  infulc  bof;h  to  the  honourable  Hcufe  of  Commons, 
**  who  ordered  .the  fcrutiny  to  be  proceeded  on  with  all   pra6^icable   difpatch, 
*<  and  to  the  independent  Ele^rs  of  Weftminfter»  whofe  juft  rights  have  been 
*^  invaded  at  the  lace  elc£tion, 
••  Refolved, 
**  That  a   copy  of  the  above  refolution  be  fcnt  to  the  High  Bailiff  to-. 
f*  morrow. 

.  «  J.  P.  ATKINSON." 
*♦  JoHttory  18,  1785. 

''  The  Committee  for  condufling  the  eledion  of  Lord  Hood  and  Sir  Cecil 
f  Wray,  think,  it  their  duty  in  the  moft  earneft  manner  to  renew  their  eadea- 
5<  vours  to  prevent  the  procral^i nation  of  the  fcrutiny,  and  to  effc£k  that  purpofe 
f '  they  l^ive  agreed  oq  the  foilov^ng  refolutioAS,  that  the  Counfel  for  Lord  Hood 

*«  and 
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^  Mid  Sir  Cecil  Wray  be  in(lru6led  to  fubmit  the  following  propoEdoas  to* 
'^  morrow  morning  to  the.Hi^  Bailiff: 
«  Ifitfi, 
**  Th^tthe  High  Bailiff' do  in (lA  that  the  Counfel  bepundual  totbe  honr 
'*  of  attemlaiiccy  and  if  they  do  not  attend,  that  the  bufintls  of  the  (crstjBj 
'*  ihould  proceed  without  them. 
**  Secondly, 
''  That  the  Counfel  do  rcprefent  to  the  High  Bailiff,  Uiat  confidenqg  the  long 
^^  continuance  of  the  fcrutiny,  little  progrels  has  been  made»  owing  in  a  great 
meafurCy  at  this  Committee  conceive,  tp  the  mode  of  proceeding  bitherto 
adopted  in  this  inquiry  by  the  Counfel  fbr  Mr.   Fox  ;  therefore  this  Com* 
mittee  fubmit  to  the  coafideration  of  the  High  Baiiiff  that  the  following  would 
**  be  the  moft  enpedirious  mode  of  proceeding,  and  would  greatly  t^nd  im  render 
complete  jufticetoboth  parties:  triz. 

"  Thaterery  point  of  Ia\vand  queftion  of  evidence  which  may  occur,  Ihould 
ht  fubmitted  in  writing  to  the  High  Baili(r,  or  be  taken  down  in  writtog  by 
'*  the  High  Bailiff's  Counfel,  and  that  fuch  points  being  thus  clearly  fiared  they 
'*  fhould  be  decided  without  being  argued  by  Counfe)  on  cither  fide,  unicli  the 
**  affeffor  to  the  High  Bailiff  ihould  particubrly  defire  the  fame  fiioul4  be 
**  agreed  to. 
'«'  Thirdly, 
•*  To  fubmit  to  the  High  Bailiff,  that  much  time  might  be  faved  in  the  eaa- 
"  mination  of  witncffcs,  by  the  Counfel  being  retrained  from  going  into  chatters 
•*  irrelevant. 

/«  J.  P.  ATKINSON.- 
"  A  Copy." 
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What  parts  of  that  pap€r  made  yon  think  that  it  was  not  the  wiii  of  one 
party  that  you  fiiould  continue  the  affeffor  to  the  High  Bailiff  ? 

One  part  which  ieems  calculated  to  diftrefs  me  was,  the  reference  t#  the  pro- 
pofal  for  my  accommodation  in  terms  expreffing  fo  har&ly  a  diiapproluition  of 
it.  Another  part,  which  ieemed  pointed  at  me  is,  that  which  fuppofes,  tfaar 
the  proceedings  ftould  entirely  ftop  as  often  as  the  Counl^l  of  the  High  Bailiff 
was  abfent.  1  had  occaiionally  been  indulged  with  a  fliort  abfence  9  more  efpe- 
cially  and  principally,  when  I  was  under  the  necellity  of  attending  at  Guildhall 
a^  a  Commiflioner  of  Bankrupts.  A  third  part  of  the  paper,  which  feems  mate- 
rially  to  ziTcGt  me  was,  the  claim  to  have  the  nours  of  attendance  tniargrd,  at 
the  very  moment  almoft  that  1  had  intimated  that  they  were  already  too  many  to 
be  confident  with  my  other  avocationa.  One  farther  part  of  the  paper  which 
ftruck  me  very  much  was,  the  claim  upon  the  affeffor  of  the  High  Bailiff'  at  all 
events  to  give  his  opinion  on  every  cafe,  however  difficult  or  however  doubtful, 
the  morning  following  that  on  which  the  cafe  and  evidence  were  heard.  Tlieie  arc 
'  the  feveral  parts  of  the  paper,  which,  notwithflanding  its  being  fo  long  ago  fioce  1 
have  thought  about  it,  affe£kcd  my  mind,  fo  as  to  convince  me,  that  wlutever 
might  be  the  handfome  expredions  of  the  Counfel  for  Sir  Cecil  Wray  and  Lord 
Hood,  the  parties  for  whom  they  were  concerned  did  wiih  to  have  a  new  affeffor. 

Whether,  notwithftanding  that  paper,  you  did  not  declare,  that  you  would 
continue  in  the  office  to  the  end  of  St.  Martin's  pari Ih,  if  both  pwtiet  Ikbitkl  joia 
in  cxprcffmg  their  confidence^  defiring  that  you  would  do  fo  ? 

I  mhff 
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.  I  rather  think  I  did  iDtimate  an  intention  to  try  the  tzpenfneiit  of  contini; ipF 
fbmt  time  longer,  if  both  parties  fliould  exprefs  an  equal  wifli  for  mj  contiauixiCy 
but  had  they  continued  in  fuch  wifh,  it  'would  Have  diflrelTed  me  infinitely. 

What  would  have  been  your  motives  for  continuing  fo  much  s^aiiift  your 
'  xvitti  and  inclination  ? 

As  I  had  undertaken  the  bufiAefs,  I  thought  it  becaine  me  to  do  my  utmoft 
towards  the  completion  .of  it;  though  I  felt  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  bad  neither 
conftitution  of  body  nor  of  mind  t6  continue  till  the  end  of  a  proceeding  which 
.promifed  fuch  an  extreme  length.  When  I  undertook  the  bufiaefs,  from  walic 
.  of  experience,  I  had  entertained  an  improper  idea  concerning  the  probable  le^gdi, 
of  the  fcrutiny.  < 

Did  not  you  fay  in  the  veftry  that  you  could  not  continue  to  attend  moce 
than  one  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours  a  day  for  fometime  ? 

I  have  already  explained  the  occafion  on  which  I  accidentally  in  th«  6rft 
inftance  made  ufe  of  words  to  that  elTedl. 

Did  you  afterwards  exprefs  the  contrary  ? 

I  cannot  recolle£l  what  particular  expreffions  I  might  afterwards  make  uie  off 
but  I  am  confident,  that  bpon  the  whole,^  I  fo  exprelTed  myfelf,  asjtoinake  ic 
intelligible  to  all  prefent  who  heard  me,  that  if  I  did  confent  to  ((ay  on  the  ce* 
<{ueft  made  for  that  purpofe,  if  any  fuch  ihould  be  made,  it  ihould  be  in  the  ui^ial 
manner,  and  for  the  ufual  hours,  as  I  faid  before. 

Whether  the  rcafons  had  ceafcd  which  made  you  think  it  would  be  imprac* 
ticable  for  you  to  attend  more  than  one  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours  a  day  iac 
ibme  time  ? 

The  reafons  continued  — but  being  fo  urged  to  continue,  I  probably  ihould 
at  lad  have  been  influenced  to  try  the  experiment  of  continuing  for  fome  cioie 
longer. 

Can  you  recoIIe£^  giving  any  ground  to  the  parties  i6  believe  that  you  &Ottfd 
have  been  fo  induced  ? 

I  recollect,  that  when  the  Chrillm'as  adjournment  took,  place,  I  confentedto 
take  into  cohiidermtion  the  requeH  for  my  continuing  as  a^effor,  which  I  tbe^ 
confidercd  as  in  fubllance  coming  from  both  parties,  though  I  afterwards  alter* 
ed  my  opinion  in  that  refpe£^.  Between  the  day  on  which  we  adjourned  and  the 
day  on  which  we  met  again  I  did  take  the  requelt  mto  my  ferious  conn4<ratiott, 
and  was  upon  the  point  of  determining  to  try  the  experimenlt  of  my  continuing 
for  a  Ibort  time  longer,  when  I  received  the  paper  already  alluded  to  in  my  ex- 
amination, from  the  High  Bailiff.  I  believe  alfo,  that  when  we  did  meet  agaia 
in  the  veflry,  I  ufed  fome  exp^eilipns,  from  which  it  might  be  inferred,  that  eviea 
then,  if  I  ihould  be  convinced  that  both  parties  equally  wiijied  to  have  me  con- 
tinue as  affeifory  I  fhould  be  inclined  to  make  great  Sacrifices  for  that  par* 
pofe* 

V/hether  in  the  bufmefs  of  this  fcrutiny,  you  have  obferved  any  uoneceffary 
and  artt(i)cial  delays  for  the  purpofe  of  protra^ing,  in  the  condu£l  of  Mr.  Fox's 
Counfel  ^r  his  agents  > 

The  qiteftion  is  a  delicate  one ;  but  fpeaking  to  the  beft  of  my  recolle£lioa«  I 
obferved  no  other  condu£t  on  the  part  of  the  Counfel  for  Mr.  Fox,  in  refpe^fc 
to  delay,  than  wliat  might  be  expe£Ved  from  a  proceeding  carried  on  witk  fo 
adverfe  and  b^ftile  a  fpirit  on  each  fide :  aor  do  I  recoiled  any  thing  at  prefent, 
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which  would  tramnt  me  to  make  any  confiderable  dlficrence  between  the  coq« 
do£^  of  the  Counfel  of  Mr.  Fox  and  thofe  of  Sir  Cecil  Wray. 
Was  not  you  prcfept  at  fcveril  very  long  crofs  examinations  > 
I  certainly  was. 

Did  not  Come  of  thofe  crofs  examinations  contribntf  to  bring  truth  to  light  in 
cafes  wherci  without  them,  falfe  tediroony  might  have  been  impofcd  vpoa  the 
Court  ? 

I  think  they  often  tended  to  enable  me,  as  aiTefTor  to  the  High  Bailiff,  todifiir- 
guifii  truth  from  falfchood. 

Did  tiot  you  often  declare  your  concurrence  with  Mr.  Fox's  Counfel  in 
thitikingt  that  the  plan  of  the  High  Bailiff,  delivered  by  him  in  writing,  W3>  -f 
a  nature  to  tend  to  delay  rather  than  to  accelerate  the  proceeding  * 

I  thought  the  High  Bailiff  very  commendable  for  his  efforts  to  fpccd  the  p-^- 
ccedltigs;  but  upon  confidering  frequently  the  propofal  made  by  him,  I  dou&Mi 
at  laft,  whether  if  adopted,  it  would  produce  any  confiderable  efirf^;  and  p?^'* 
iibly  in  the  courfe  of  the  convcrfation  upon  it  in  the  veftry  room  at  the  dilferer: 
times  the  fubjefl  Was  mentioned,  fomcthing  might  fall  from  me,  fu£Bcieo;rn 
convey  my  private  doubts  about  the  propofal  — at  the  fame  time  I  cncourajri 
every  attention  to  any  thing  that  might  be  offered  for  preventing  a  protrac^ior  x 
the  fcrutinyi  and  it  tvas  my  \vi(h,  that  foree  other  piopofal  (hould  be  thoc;'t 
of  and  brought  Under  ctfnfidcration :  I  was  forry  that  none  fuch  occurred  :3 
mv  mind. 

What  in  your  Opinion  rhaj'  be  the  probable  duration  of  the  fcrutiay  if  ^r-t 
through  to  the  end  ? 

I  have  not  attempted  to  make  any  calculation  on  the  ful)ie£^,  nordolvcil 
.  Itnow  how  to  make  one  i  but  fpeaking  in  a  general  way,  and  fuppofing  that  tbe 
-proceeding  fhould   contirtue  as  flow  in  its  progrcfs  as  it  has  done,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive,- that  it  would  be  finiihcd  in  Icfs  than  a  year.     When  I  mention  a  jearl 
think  I  fpeak  moderately, 

^re  you  aware  that  the  pariftes  af  St-  Anne  and  St.  Martin  make  verjiV.* 
ll^  more  than  one  quarter  of  the  whole? 

I  /lawnoi  anfwer  the  qucftion  without  reforting  to  the  riumSer  of  votes  in  all  tbe 
fevcr^l  pari  flics  ;  and  I  do  not  fufficiently  remember  the  numbers  given,  to  aotVcr 
the  queihion  with  any  precifion :  but  1  hSve  a  paper  in  my  hand  which,  if  i« 
Houfe  receives  it,  will  enable  any  gentteman  to  make  the  calculation;  it  was  react 
cut  for  me  by  the  Duputy  High  Bailiflf  about  a  month  ago. 

Do  you  not  think  that  the  difcuflioii  of  the  next  300  totes  to  be  difcuffediD^y 
prabably  take  up  nearly  the  fame  time  as  thofe  300  which  have  been  alreadjci- 
amined,  and  foon  to  the  end  of  the  fjrut?ny  ? 

1  fee  no  rcafon  myfelf  for  making  a  difference  between  the  votes  aTreaJj  fcr:* 
tinized,  and  thofe  which  remain  to  be  fcrutinized. 

Whether  you  will  take  upon  yourfelf  to  give  it  as  your  decided  opinior..  :^r,: 
BO  mode  of  proceeding  whatever,  can  poflibty  be  adopted,  which  may  coofiit- 
Tably  fliortcn  the  fcrutiny  ? 

It  would  be  very  rafli  and  prcfuirptuous  in  ifte  to  affume  fo  much — lano'V 
fay,  that  to  this  ro omen t,  it  has  not  occurred  to  my  mind,  what  cffct^ual  rooic - 
ihortening  the  fcrutiny  can  be  adopted,  fo  long  as  the  parties  litigating  arc^c 
rermined  to  aiiX  towards  cnch  other  with  fqch  continual  and  uoremittins  h<-A' 
In  proportion  as  they  fliall  le  fatigued  and  tired  of  the  proceeding?,  J  apj-jc'et" 
it  wi\\  grow  fliorter. 
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.  Did  yoa  or  iSd  you  not  ever  Aiffer  queftions  of  eridence  to  be  ftrgUcd  by  thm 
Counftly  upon  which,  prerioui  to  fuch  queftions  beiog.  argued,  you  had  pcc/e6Uy 
and  JDOttipleteiy  made  up  your  mind } 

I  confidered  myfelf  at  repre&nting  the  High  Bailiff  9  and'therefbre,  at  in  fene 
degree  filling  a  judicial  fituttion ;  and  in  fuch  a  fituation,  I  (hould  think  it  very 
unbecoming  for  me  to  make  up  my  mind  till  the  Counfel  on  each  fide  waa 
heard.  t  -       ' 

Did  yott  often  for  many  dayt  delay  giving  your  judgement  on  in^  vote  ? 
1  frequently  fulpended  giving  my  opinion  for  many  dayt;«bttt  I  donHrccol- 
ItGtf  that  during  the  whole  of  my  attendance  on  the  fcrutiny,  there  ever  wai  an  ar* 
rear  of  judgemenu  exceeding  eighteen  or  twenty  $  and  in  general,  the  arreat 
ivas  much  fmidler.  Nor  am  I  aware,  that  any  material  injury  to  the  proceeding 
arofe  fiom  the  arrear  of  my  opinions)  the  proceeding  was  not  ftoji^d  by  it— 
Had  ^he  bufinefs  been  before  an  £te£Hon  Committee,  I  underftand  that  according 
CO  the  ufual  pra£Uce  of  fuch  Committees,  votes  obje£^ed  to  are  not  decided  upon 
till  both  paities  have  gone  through  the  whole  of  their  cafes.  But  I  forefaw  that 
my  undeifianding  was  too  feeble  to  enable  me  to  decide  upon  many  hundred  cKfes 
together,  and  therefore  I  always  in  the  proceedings  made  it  a  rule  with  myfelf 
to  dectdo  upon  the  obje&ions  as  we  went  on  as  nearly  as  the  doubts  and  difficul- 
ties which^  from  the  intricacies  and  length  of  thq  evidence,  and  the  difficulty  of  thtf 
points  neciefiariiy  arifing  on  the  evidence  I  had  to  contend  with  would  allow. 

How  many  cafes,  nearly  did  you  delay  deciding  till  the  laft  day  of  your  at* 
tendance  ? 

If  I  had  my  note  book  I  could  fay  accurately}  but  upon  memory  I  rather 
think,  that  on  die  laft  day  of  my  attendance!  I  gave  my  opinion  upon  five  or  fix 
votes— I  cannot  fpeak  pofitively. 

Whether  either  party  wifhiog  to  delay  the  fcrutiny  would  not  in  your  opinion 
certainly  have  recourie  to  the  expedient  ef  impeaching  votes  on  trivial  and  un* 
founded  objef^ions  ? 

I  fiiould  think  "^  fuch  a  condu6^  very  natural  in  thofe  who  wilhed  to  encou- 
rage delay. 

Whether  inftances  of  votes  fo  attacked  were  more  numerous  on  the  part  of  Sic 
:ccil  Wray  or  Mr.  Fox  ? 

I  really  never  thought  of  making  any  calculation  of  the  kind  i  and  I  have  al- 
rays  faid  I  believe,  I  do  not  think  myfelf  jufiified  in  making  any  confiderable 
lifference  between  the  condu^  of  the  Counfel  on  either  fide  with  refpcA  to  da* 
ly — I  would  add,  if  I  did  recolle6^  enough  to  make  any  diflerence,  I  truft  that 
biss  Houfe  would  not  fix  upon  me  fo  perfonal  and  invidious  an  office  as  hazarding 
ich  a  difcrimi nation. 

Do  you  recoiled  the  number  of  votes  obje&ed  to  in  St.  Ann's  by  Sir  Cecil 
Vray? 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  obje^^ed  to  feventy-one  in  St.  Ann's. 

How  many  were  bad } 

Twenty-five  or  twenty-fix* 

How  many  objefted  to  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Fox  ? 

Tliiny-two. 

JHow  many  of  thofe  disqualified  ? 

Twenty-five  or  twenty-fix. 

Whether  on  Mr.  Fox'i  having  difqualified  One  mtrt  v«Cn  dum  Sir  CmI  Vny 

¥o£.  XVIII.  4  M  im 


6j4 


PAREIAMENTAEY  A-t 


in  St.  A'n«^«,  th^  ob|r£^ions  to  four  mors  Ydcci  were  not  wttKtam  viik 
hearing  by  Mr.  Fqk'k  Couofiri.^ 

When  we  left  Sr.  Anna's,  it  was  underflood,  that  Mr.  FoxhaddSfijuHb 
Bior^  vone-than  Sir  Cecil  Wray ;,  but  two  or  three  yotet  ti^ieibfoif  ok  die  i 
rion,  **  Whccher  aliens  made  deniseoa.  by  letters  patent  wens  di^eaha 
i*  vou^'  being  i]ndeterroincd>^  it  was-  uncertain  what  woald  be;iht  iai^n 
and  I  don't  recolJeft  what  effcGt  the  determination  had  upon  thoieTotts. 

WHcther  Mr.  FoK*a  Counfei  did  not  ware  proffing  Sk- attaxning'  anf  da 
upon  thofe  cafes  f 

At  nearly  as  I  can  recolU£^y  it  was  by  revtaal  agreement  of  the  panks, 
I  poilponcd  coming  to  a  decifioD  on  the  qoeftifin  which  aff«fte4  thofe  wc 
But  whether  at  hUt  they  were  deeided  upon.at  the  Lnifauicc  of  Mr«  Ax's  Cos 
or  Sir  Cecil  Wray 's»  I  don't  remember.  I n.uuth»  the  qneftum  appeared  s 
to  be  a  great  confticutiona^one;  and  I  wiihed  to  hsre  had  the  poiM  faUr  art 
At  )«ft  the  votes  depending  on  that  qaeftton  wene  difpoficd  of  by  nnrttl  crai 
withont  any  opinion  from  me. 

Whether  you  recoiled,  that  the  laft  forty  votes  so  St«  Martin's  obiefidt; 
tried  on  the  part  of  Sir  CecilAVray,  nine  only  were iltii|uali6ed  ^ 

I  cannot  remember  enough  to  aniwer  the  queftioi^  fturtlier  than  by  6Tiif. 
latterly  very  few  of  the  ob)e£lioa»  made  on  the  part  of.  Sir  Cecil  Wtayfoccex 
but  I  have  a  paper  in  my  hand  which  coatains  a  IKiof  ail  the  votes  ob^t6i<iP 
heafd  whilft  \  was  aJOTcfior,  with  the  determioattona^ .  From  that  pa^crsns^ 
to  the  qucftion  will  appear  by  counting  the  numbers. 

*  Whether  from  the  obfervation  on  the  equiility  o£  the  votes  ftnidb  of  hr-^ 
by  the  parties  it  is  not  reafonable  tapreiiime,  that  if  Sir  Cecil  Wny  di^u  ' 
three  hundred  of  Mr.  Fox's  votes  in  the  enfuing  pariihc$.  Me.  Fmip^f^-^ 
lify  an  e^al  number  of  Sir  Cecil  Wray**  votes  f  . 

I  do  not  fee  haw  I  can  aAfwei*  the  queiUoa;,  becauie  I  have  no  infono>^ 
the  fubjcft  of  the  fcrutiny  at  all  relative  to  the  number  of  voteiJiaWerci-* 
tions  beyond  what  reached  me  in  the  charadicr  of  a&lTor.' 

Whether  while  you  fufpended  your  judgement,  you  confulted  witb  p: 
Bailiffon.the  fnbje^^  of  the  decifioos  you  intended  to  make  ^ 

Prom  the  beginning,  it  was  my  rule  to  exonerate  tlie  High  Bailis'lj 
relponilisility  for  dccifioas  on  the  votes ;  and  therefore  I  gare  my  opiaicficr 
iny  participation  with  him  beyond  that  which,  necei&nly  arofe  from  ^ 
attendance  on  the  fcrutiny.     I  hod  be(adea  other  reafoos  for  h  a^f* 
^hich  was  perfonal  to  the  High  Bailiff  himfclf,    as  his  impartialur  is^' 
ealled   tn  queftion,  aad  I   know  that  on  i;hat  account  he  had  oe  vi& 
confultcd- 

•  Whether  you  thought  the  High  Bailiff's  judgenient  6n  the  poll  co^!^ 
ficd  by  repeating  deciilons   in  the  forming  which  he  had  not  eserciic^''-H 
underftanding,  or  you  had  communicated  to  him  the  reaCbniog  to  the  i."*^ 

I  ihould  have  thought,  that  I  hari  ill  difcharged  my  duty  as  affcifor.  *|j 
not  explained  the  rcaibns  of  my  opinion,  as  well  to  the  parties  cooctrn:: 
tercft*  as  to  the  High  Piaiiiif  himiclf :  and  I  do  not. fee  hj>w<  my  decii^r 
have  been  anf  guide  cither  to  the  High  Bailiff  or  to  the  Counlcl,  i/'"'*' 
of  ipv  opinions  had  been  withheld.  5 

Did  the  High  Bailiff  ever  cxprcfs  to  you  any  ^ffereace  of  opi«c»*' 


^  A)  tiot tetdnfft  «ty  iliflaiiee oiFVA  fo  etpftffing  hioiMf. 
Did  you  ever  ^ive  judgemcBC  or  'deliver  it  to  the  Couafcl  in  tht  tbienoe  of  the 
Hrgh  BliHtK- 

The  High  Bailif  wasSrery  leMotn  abfent ;  tnd  fpetliiing  to  the  beft  of  my 
i«cnIl(fc€liefil'ta^not  refer  to,  tiorda  I  behere  cticre  was. any  inftance  of  a  formal 
^iitioii  or  rather  ^ny  opioioti  givenupon  any  vote  in  his  abfcncc. 

Whether  you  conceive  the  Coun  of  fcrutiny  aif  ttt  prefem  conftttuted,  conipi- 
Ctot'to'prodiaeetriHhfrom  thfc  witMifes,  and  co  do  jufti'ce  ta-rhe^iarties? 

There  certainly  are  fbrtetleficieBcies  of  power  in  tht  High  Bailiff,  which  rea- 
der an  inquiry  before  him  very  difadvthtageous.  .  I  mean  to  refer  particularly  to 
hit  v^nt  df\i^f*^  to  admtnlRer  an  oath,  and  hit  want  of  power  to  compel  the 
attendance  t)f  witnetitB.    *  - » 

='  Whifhar  ftfppofiag  it  to  bfe  that  that  the  fcrutiny  has  lafled  eight  months,  that 
the 'tvf opiuiftes  where  it  ha»  been  going  on,  one  of  which  is  not  yet  fioiibed,  do 
-not  contain  nFote^hatt  one  i^uattter  of  the-whole  hirmber'of  voies  given,  and  i^  it 
i>e  true  what  the  High  Bailiff  has  given  in  evidence,  that  Sir  C.  Wray  intends 
^o  attAck  a  muiih'  greater  number  of  votes  in  proj)onion  to  the  whole  number  ia 
the  pafiihvs  of  St.  Margaret  and*  St.  John's.  Whether  in  this  caft,  you  can  giv^ 
^ho  Honfe  reaftn  to  hop«,  that  the  fcmtiny  will  not  lift  at  leaft  two  year?  anj 
probably  longer  >  ' 

-  I  reaily  aih  una^I«tb  fbrm.ahy  probable  'coii|e(^ure,  to  determine  the  duration 
of  this  buGnefs — when  I  mentioned  a  year,  1  intended  to  fpeak,  fo  at  to  convey, 
that  I  was  incapable  to  fix, any  particniar  time  fbr  S&  duration. 

Whether,  while  you  was  afffeflbr,  they  were  unabfe  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  perfons  whofe  evidence  they  thottgKt  to  bc'tteccfTary  ? 

I  tHink,  'that  variotw  caft«  occurred,  in  #hlch  witnciTcs  were  ftatcd  to  ha^c 
^refufediMCending  to -give  «vid^ce  before  thte  High  Bailif,  and  certainly  he  had 
so  means  of  cbmpefling  their  artendah^e;  at  lead  none  to  my  knowledge/ 

Whether  any  deeds  or  writings  were  wanting,  which  they  coutd  not  coitip^l 
ithFprodcrdion"X)ft     * 

Some  inftances  of  a  refufal  to  prodace  deeds,  f  think,  t>ccarred. 
Had  you  ,any  certain  method  to  force  the  production  of  thoie  deeds  f 
t'was  not  apprifed  of  any  beftdcs  perfuafion/ 

Wt^ether  qucftibns  had  been  put  to  the  witttcflcs  which  tttey  fcfufedto  ^nfwer » 
'     Some  thnef  wittrdTe^  did*declitirsmlWerrng<jtitft1t)iis.     But  in  general,  •  upon 
being  told  by  me,  that  I  thought  the  queflion  relevant,  and  fuch  as'Oiight  to  I5e 
anfwered,  they  acquiefced. 

Whether  if  they  had-«ot  etteaied  to  your  perfoafion,  you  had  any  means  of 
compelling  them  to  anfwer } 

*  Ha  oshcFy  but  that  t>f  .covfidering  their  eyidejAee  as  lUK^.bdonguig  t»  tbe  ceff , 
and  as  if  »i^  had  not  ^n  given*  * 

JDo  you  nean  then^  wiien  the  witnefs  refuited  an  anf>vcr  you  exp«i|^d  what 
he  had  before  rai4  ^ 

I  frequently  told  tile  witneiPes,  that  if  they  would  not  anfwer  proper  qiy(l«>ns9 
tl>e  parties  for  whom  they  attended  wouid  ioie  the  benefit  of  the  teltimony  they 
bad  already  given.    . 

Whc|ber' while  you  was  alTsflpr^  there  ocevrred  any  ftrong  fuipicioa  of  preve- 
ruauoQ  or  falic  teftiinopy  .given  by  ^j  wjtneifes  f 

4  M  t    '  Manj 
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Man^  huttdred  witneiTes  were  ezamiaed  whilft  I  wtt  •Cc&r^  wtd  m  fefcnl 
iaftanoes  thrre  evidently  was  much  prevarication  amongft  them* 

Ulrt  you  acquainted  with  any  method  by  which  the  witacfles  may  be  poai&ej, 
for  giv^iag  falfe  teftimoiiy  before  the  Coyrt  of  fcrudny  } 

What  this  Houfe  may  think  fit  to  do  on  (iich  an  occafion»  it  is  not  fiMriaeO 
much  as  to  conxe6^ure.  But  it  has  not  occurred  to  my  mind,  that  the  law  of  ihs 
country  fumi flies  any  other  mode  of  profecution'. 

Whether  you  obferved  t)iat  the  fcrutiny  of  theparifli  of  St.  BCutin  wcat  oi 
with  asy  greater  difpatch  than  the  fcrutiny  in  St.  Anne's  ? 

I  did  not  obferve  any  particuler  difference. 

Do  you  not  beliere  that  owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  CoiMJCt,  inftances  hsn 
oc^ured,  \n  which  the  purpofes  of  juftice  have  been  defeated  ? 

I  can  eafily  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  many  of  the  witneflTca,  being  tvsrt 
of  the  imbecility  of  the  High  Bailiff's  jurifdi^Uon,  took  liberties  in  giving  didr 
tej^imony,  which  they  would  not  have  d^u^^to  hare  done  in  a.  Coun,  baviBgi 
po^ver  to  adminiAer  an  oath, 

Whether  the  fame  dcfe^  of  powef  in  the  Returning  0$ccr,  ai^l  the  kat 
4ifEculcy  of  coming  at  the  truth  would  not  ocpur  at  a  poll  at  at  a  ficrutiay? 

The  deficiency  in  this  matter  feema  to  me  to  apply  equally  in  both  ofet,  to 
the  poll  as  well  as  the  fcrutiny. 

Whether  the  High  Bailiff  does  not  poffefs  the  iame  power  in  1785,  thstbe 

poffcITcd  in  17S^  ' 

I  know  no  law  which  has  madp  any  difference* 

Whether  a  fcrutiny  in  1785  is  not  as  legal,  as  ncceffi|ry,  and  as  jpft  ^  in  1750^ 

1  am  pcrfe£lly  unaware  pf  the  circumfiances,  under  which  the  fcrutiny  ia  175P 
was  g'  anted.  Nor  do  I  prpfuroe  to  form  any  opinion  of  the  legality  of  that  which 
has  been  lately  granted ,  becaufe  it  is  not  a  matter,  which  1  coniidcr  mjielf  to  he 
under  the  nccpffitj  by  dvicy  or  oth^rwife,  to  form  any  opinion  upon. 

Is  there  not  a  poffibility  in  ypur  opiqion,  that  the  High  B||iliff  may  compicte  his 
fcrutiny  and  make  his  return,  without  fending  the  member  who  al^^s  thf  qncftiB^ 
or  any  of  his  relations  to  Newgate  ? 

Qseflioin  withdrawn. 

Whether  you  think,  that  the  High  Bailiff^s  Conrt  is  snvefted  vntk  power  Mt 
ficient  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  qf  its  inftitution,  v\zm  to  verify  the  poll  ? 

1  really  wifl»  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  whe^er  it  ^s  ncccffafyi  I  iiiopU  p^ 
|Dy  opiifioii  on  that  quefiioQ. 


On  the  motion  of  Lord  Beauchamp,  for  the  produdion  of  the  papers  ^nfinittrd 
by  the  1  rtafury  to  the  Commiffioncrs  of  Public  Accounts,  on  the  fubjed  st 
the  esitraordinacies  of  the  Army  in  America,  (vide  page  5^4)  the  noble  Lonl 
referred  t^  Mr,  Robinibn^  late  Secretary  to  the  Jreafurp.  ^nd  Mr.Robiate 
ftatcd : 

THAT  he  well  recolleded  the  circumflanees  alluded  to  by  the  noble  l^t 
whilf  he  was  at  the  Treafyry  Board,  that  the  Teveral  papers  referred  to  by  tbc 
noble  l^ord,  and  traafmiue4:  by  Sir  JScftry  CUntoi^  xq  (he  Treafuiyi  he «« 
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• 

prtity  certain  were  not  before  the  Commiflioners  of  Accounu  when  they  formed 
thfir  Seventh  Report,  for  if  they  had,  they  mufl  have  ieen  that  Sir  Henry  Clio* 
ton  had  A£ted  fimilar  ia  fome  refpe^ts  to  what  they  recommended  in  that  ReporV 
That  after  the  Legiflature  thought  proper  to  direct  th^  Coqimiifioners  of  public 
Accounu,  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  public  iponey  for  extiaordisariea 
in  Nortjb  America,  he  had  converfations  with  Mr.  Apfguifh  on  that  fubje£l,'  an4 
upon  the  obje£ls  in  thofe  expenditures  which  feemed  moft  to  call  for  their  atten* 
tioa,  that  in  fuch  converfations  the  whole  of  thofe  accounts  feemed  to  be  fo  larg» 
a  field,  it  was  much  doubted,  whether  the  perfons  were  here  or  not,  who  migt^ 
be  neceflary  to  be  examined,  or  that  the  Commiilioners  could  with  effe€t  proceed 
on  them  i  and  that  he  endeavoured  to  drgw  the  attenUQu  of  the  Commiilooera 
%o  thofe  of  the  Commiflariat,  as  a  matter  in  which,  the  public  wens  greatly  inre- 
refted,  and  in  which  there  had  appeared  deficiencies  highly  ncceflary  to  be  cleared 
up»— :-That  the  Coramiffioners  of  Accounts  fent  by  their  Secretary  Mr.  Malleron. 
XQ  him,  at  the  Treafury,  a  draft  for  his  infpe£kion  of  their  precept,  for  papers 
to  ground  their  proceedings  upon,  but  that  fuch  precept  not  in  his  opinion  being 
cxtenfive  enough,  to  cqmprife  all.  the  papers  he  thpught  ncceiTary  to  be  before 
the  Commiifioners,  he  took  the  liberty  to  alter  it,  and  made  the  draft  of  it  for 
papers  more  general  and  comprehenfive,  which  would  have  carried  before  the 
Commiifioners  the  papers  ftated  by  the  -noble  Lord.  However  fome  days  after 
the  precept  was  brought  back  to  him  (confined),  as  he  recolU£lcd  modly  to 
papers  relative  to  the  ifiues  and  expenditure  of  money,  and  confequently  the  pa- 
pers relative  to  the  Commilliariat  of  provifions,  and  the  board  iikUtuted  by  Sir 
flenty  Clinton,  as  fiated  by  the  njble  Lord  did  not  go;  and  he  uaderftood  af- 
terwards that  the  Commiilionen  of  Accounts  on  confideration,  thought  they  could 
not  proceed  on  examination  i&to  the  expenditure  in  t))e  Commifliariat,  the  Cotn- 
miflaries  Mng  abroad  ;  and,  therefore,  he  fuppofed  what  they  had  ftated  tn  their 
Keport,  aroie  not  from  any  thorough  examination  but  what  had  Aruck  them  ob- 
USY^^J  ^n  confi4enng  the  other  bufincfs. 


The  following'  is  an  aiithentic  Copy  K>f  Mr.  Vkt*%  Irilh  Commercial  BtU* 
grjounded  on  the  Proportions  which  have  been  fo  long  in  difcutfion,  and  as  ik 
was  read  a  fird  Time  in  the  Houfe  of  Coxnmons,  on  Tuefday,  Auguft  a» 

1785, 

A  BiUjwiinally  regiilaiing  the  Interciurfe  and  Commerce  betnifeen  Great  Rn'iatn 
nmd  Jreland^  on  permanent  and  equitable  FrincipitSf  for  the  mutual  henejit   f 
h§th  Kingdom^ 

WHEREAS  it  is- highly  important  to  the  general  inteiscfts  of  the  BritifK 
empire,  that  the  intercourfe  and  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
(hould  be  finally  regulated-  on  permanent  and  equitable  principles,  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  both  countries. 

And  whereas,  for  that  purpofe  it  is  expedient,  that  the  trade  between  the  faid 
^ountries^  as  well  in  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  mansfad^urc  of  either 
•f  them,  as  in  thQfe  of  foreigo  countries,  ihould  %e  eaconraged  and  rxtem^edas 

inucli 
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^ucTi  at  poflibl^ ;  am!  that  a  ftill  parttcipatioii  of  the  ooimncrcta]  a^^irrTr 
%}iich  thi*  kingdom  may  derive  from  any  of  its  foreign  fcttlemests,  cokietti.  •: 
pkntati<msy  and  from  the  ezdufive  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  iht|K  and  fur- 
thereof^  ibould  be  feevr red  to  Ireland  on  the  Cittnc  terms  as  the  fbid  adrae^^ 
ttrc;  or  ilral}  bc^  from  titKcto  time,  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  tliH  krafHr: 

IBe  if  further  declared  by  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  wrh  '^- 
advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  -Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  lo  *: 
yreient  parHatnent  aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame.  That  it  fi:z^{  --. 
field  and  adjtidged  to  be  a  fundamental  and  eflcntial  condition  of  the  p^f  - 
iettUrmcDt,  that  no  prohibition  ihall  exifl,  in  either  of  the  kingd^nfis  of  Grrat  2- 
tain  or  Iceland,  againft  the  importation,  ufe,  or  iale  of  any  article  of  the  ^<r^' 

Crodifce,  ei  manvfa^hirc  of  the  other  of  the  (kid  kingdoms,  except  fach  31  -: 
crcin-after  excepted. 
And  be  it  further  cda£>ed  by  the  authority  aforelaid,  That  no  prohibitiar  t^ 
^tft  in  this  kingdom,  after  the  on   the  importation,  ufc,  or'" 

«f  any  article,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufa6tDfe  of  Ireland,  except  frc:  -^ 
novrexift,  againft  the  importation  of  corn,  tneal,  malt,   floor,  and  btfcci*.  ;:! 
atfo  except  fuch  qualified  prohibitions  which  are  now,  hr  may   hereafter  U  n 
force,  as  do  not  abibiutely  prevent  the  importation  of  goods  or  manufadtm,  t 
the  materials  of  manufactures,  but  only  regulate  or  prefcribe  the  tenr^^t.  - 
'dtmenfions,  or  built,  01^  country  of  the   ihips  or  TefTels  in  whidi  the  fame  ^^ 
1^  imported,  or  regulate  or  prefcribe  the  weight,  fiac,  or  ^alitity  of  thcir:^ 
to  be  therein  imported,  or  the  packages  io  \Wiich  the  fame  may  be  contained.  :* 
regulate,  or  prefcribe  other  circumlkanoes  relative  thereto;  and  alfc  except  7-^ 
tiibitions  reftraining  the  importation  for  fale  ibf  ammunition,  arms,  gunpot^'h'. 
and  other  utenfils  of  war,  unlefs  by  virtue  of  his  Majefty's  licence  ;  and  aJfcn- 
iccpt  fuch  prohibitions  as  m^y  be  neceffary  for  protefting  the  copy  rights  -rf  ».- 
'Chori  and  bookiellcrs,  the  engraved  property  of  engravers,  and  of  tlie  vendcn  * 
prints  and  maps,  and  ail  other   excluftve  rights  and  -privileges,  ^(vhich  irr  *? 
may  be  formed  in  this  kingdom,   for  the  encouragement  of  new  inveBticss,  ' 
bodies,  corporate  or  indtvidualt,  by  afta  of  PwiiaflBeiit,  grants  from  the  oCt 
er  otherwife. 

,:   Arfd  be  it  further  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaSd, -that  it  fHall  be  btUa^i 

mdjudgtd.to  be  a  fiuidamental  and  elTential  condition  of  ihe  prclent  fetclcineftt,  r  ' 

JD  .all  ti£n  fA  wbiph  .there,  is  a  dificrence  bet^se^  the  duties  on  articles  ot .  : 

growth,  produce,  or  manufadure  of  Great  Britain,  when  imported  'a$o  O.j: 

Britain,  the  duties  on  fuch  articles  (hould  be  reduced,  in  the  kingdom*  r>^'- 

they  are  hifheft,  to  an.anMunt  not  eitceediag  the  duties  which  were  paysi^c  t: 

.the.otbar  on  ihe  1.7th  of  May  17^2;  £0  that  in  every  cafe  in  which  aayaiv^: 

was  charged  with  a  duty  on  imporcacion  into  Ireland  of  10 1.   10  s.  per  eta*- ^• 

upwards,  on  the  1 7tb  day  of  May,  1781,  the  amount  of  the  faid  duties  (o  rtd*-  - 

'ftiall  not  be  lefs  than  the  Aid  duty  of 'loi.  tos.  ^r<eat.  and  that  all  zTv;:  . • 

•which  are  sow  importable 'duty  Iree  into  either  kingdom  from  the  othei,  ^'-'• 

« hereafter  be  imported,  dwty  free,  into  each  kingdom,  from  the  other  refpcfti^^ 

be  it  therefore  ena6^ed  by  the  authority  afore  faid,  that  it  <hall  be  lawful  to  ir^  ' 

into  this  kingdom,  all  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  maaufadore  ef  Ui'^' 

(except  as  herein  excepted)  fubje£k  to  fuch  ^tes  and  duties  as  aforeiaid,  to  be  c>-^ 

•  %nd  afcertained  in  the  manner  to  1)« ^creinoifi;^  directed. 

And  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  it  (hall  be  held  aad  ^<3^-' 
to  be  a  fundan^cnul  and  oCeotial  condition  of  tke  prcfcnt  fettlement,  du::^^- 
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tiSt%  ia  Which  the  articles  of  the  corifumptioii  of  either  kiiigteB  iliali  he  dkmrgt^ 

^vhki  an  internal  duty  oa  the  inanixfa£kure»  fuch  inanu£(i6biire,  whemimpofted 

from  the  otbery  may  be  charged  widi  a  fai^htr  duty  on  the  tmponation^  mdeqRrais 

to  countervail  the  duty  oa  the  manufa^ure ;  and  that  in  all  cafes*  In  which  thci« 

ihall  be  a  duty  in  either  kingdom  on  the  raw  material  of  any  mannfa^urcf  fuc^ 

Biapufadure  may,  on  hs  importation  from  the  other  kingdom,  be  charged  widi 

a  countervailing  duty  as  may  be  fufficienc  to  fubje^,  the  fame  to  burdens  adc^uM* 

to  thoft  td  which  fuch  manufa&ure  is  fubjc£b,  in  confequence  of  litdi  dutiel  ob 

fuch  raw  materials,  in  the  kingdom  into  which  fuch  manufa£hire  may  be  foim* 

ported  I  and  that  in  ail  cafes  in  which  a  bounty  fhall  be  given,  in  either  kingdom,  <w 

any  articles  manufaAured  therein,  which  fliall  remain  on  fuch  articUs 'Mrfaem 

rxportcd  to  the  other,  fuch  articles  may  be  charged  with  a  farther  duty^  in  thft 

kingdom  intb  which  they  ibail  be  imported,  fuffident  to  countenrail  Gich  bounty 

vemaining  thereon :  provided  always,  that  the  duty  to  be  impolbd  tipon  maoufac* 

tured  fait,  imported  into  any  part  of  Great  Bntain>  in  order  to  counterrail  the 

internal  duty  thereon,  ihall  be  computed  accordittg  to  the  rate  of  thm  inttnud 

sLmy  payable  theruon  in  England.  '^ 

I    Acid  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  it  fhall  be  held  and  adjudged 

to  be  a  fundamental  and  cfiential  condition  of  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  no  new 

or  additional  duty  or  duties  (hall  be  hereafter  impoled,  in  cither  kingdom,  on  the 

impofftauon  of  anx  article  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufafh;^  of  the  other^ 

.  except  fuch  countervailing  duties  m  may  from  time  to  time  bo  impofed,   aa 

hereim^befor^  provided,  in  cooiequtnce  of  any  internal  duty  on  the  maauCaftttre, 

or  of  any  duty  on  the  raw  material  of  which  fuch  maaafa&arr  is  cempoM,  or 

of  any  bounty  giTea  on.  any  goods  roanufa6lured  in  the  other  kingdom,  and  re* 

maining  on  flich  goods  when  exported  therefrom ;  and  that  fuch  coBBtamtiling 

duties  to  be  impofcd  as  aforefaid,  ihall  continue  fb  long  only  as  the  internal  con* 

fumptioaAall  be  charged  with  the  duty  or  duties  on  the  manufadure  or  raw 

soaterial  which  fuch  duty  io  ijopofed  fiiail  have'b^n  intended  to  couatermiU 

or  as  fuch  article  ihall  retain,  on  exportation  from  the  other  kingdom,  the  botfoty 

which  fueh  duty  (6  iropofed  ihall  have  been  intended  to  countervail. 

;    And  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  it  ih^ll  be  held  and  adjudged 

to  be  a  fiuidamental  and  cificntial  condition  of  the  preleat  fettlement,  that  no  new 

prohibitioa,  or  new  additional  duties,  ihall  hereafter  be  impofed,  in  either  kiagdom, 

on  the  exportation  of  any  article  of  native  growth,  produce,  or  mannfaQure,  from 

one  kingdom  to  the  other,  except  fuch  as  either  kingdom  may  deem  expedient)^ 

from  ^ime  to  time,  upon  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bifcuit. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  fohn 
a  fundamental  and  effcntial  conditioi^  of  the  ptefent  fettlement,  that  when  aaf 
article  of  the  growth,  produce,,  or  manufa^ure  of  either  kingdom  iha41  be  pros* 
hibited  by  the  laws  of  the  faid  kingdom  to  be  exported  to  foreign  eountdes,  the 
fame  articles,  when  exported  lo  'the  other  kingdom,  ihail  be  prohibited  to  be  to* 
exported  'from  thence  to  any  foreign  country. 

-  And  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  it  fhall  be  held  and  adjudged 
to  be  a  fundamental  and  elTcntial  condition  of  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  m> 
bounties  whatever  ihould  be  paid  or  payable,  in  either  kingdom,  on  the  txporu* 
tion  of  any  article  to  the  other,  except  Aich  as  relate  to  com,  malt,  meal,  iburJ 
and  bifcuitj  and  except  alfo' the 'bounties  at  prefent  given  oA  beer,  and  fpivte^ 
diftiUed,fsoa  eorni  and  fash  at-  an  iathc  nature  of  drawbacks  or  compenfs 


*  «, 
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tioB»  for  duties  piid :  b^  it  therefore  ent6led  Vy  the  aythoritjr  aforelaid,  that  all 
bounttef  now  payable  tti  Great  Britain,  by  vinue  of  any  n£t  or  a&  of  Parlianest, 
•&  the  esportation  of  any  articles  to  Irelandi  ihail  ceafe  and  determine,  and  be 
BO  longer  paid  or  payable,  from  and  after  except  the  bounties  notr 

payable  on  beer,  and  fpsritt  diftill^d  from  corn ;  and  except  any  boanties  which 
relate  to  corn,  meal,  malt,  "flour,  and  bifcuit ;  and  except  fuch  as  are  ia  the 
Batore  of  drawbacks,  or  compenfations  for  duties  paid* 

And  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  it  ihall  be  held  and  adjured 
to  be  avfuodamential  and  cflcntial  condition  of  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  all 
articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  roanufa6hire  of  Great  Britain  or  Iralaod 
ftould  be  expectable,  from  the  kingdom  into  which  they  (hall  be  imported  from 
the  other,  a»  free  from  duties  as  fimilar  commodities  of  the  {ame  kingdom; 
and  that  a^  manofaduret  of  either  kingdom,  imported  into  the  ochett  Ihall  be 
intitled  to  fuch  drawbacks  or  bounties,  on  exportation  from  the  kingdom  iat^ 
which  they  ihali  have  been  fo  imported,  as  may  leave  the  (ame  fubjcfk  to  no 
heavier  burdens  than  the  home  made  manufa&ures  of,  fuch  kingdom ;  and  thu 
when  any  fuch  articles  (hali  be  liable,  in  either  kingdom,  to  any  duty  on  being  ex* 
ported  from  thence  to  any  foreign  country,  the  fame  articles,  if  they  ihall  have  beea 
imported  from  fuch  kingdom  into  the  other,  (hall,  on  exportation  from  fvch  other 
kingdom  to  any  foreign  countries,  pay  the  fame  duties  as  they  would  hart  been 
liable  to  on  exportation  from  the  kingdom  of  their  growth,  .produce,  or  iBaBu- 
la£lure,  to  iitch  foreign  country  or  countries : 

And  be  it  therefore  ena£^ed  by  the  authority  aforefaid^  that  all  artidea  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  maaufa£lure  of  Ireland,  imported  into  Great  Bntaiat  Ihall 
be  entitled  to  fuch  freedom  or  exemprion  from  duty,  and  to  fuch  drawbBcks^  or 
bounties  in  the  nature  of  drawbacks,  on  exportation  from  Great  Britain  to  any 
place  or  coumry  whatever,  as  may  render  Ihem  fubje£^,  on  fuch  exportasioti,  tp 
no  heavier  burden  than  the  liko  articles,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  mBnu£ii£b»i& 
of  Great  Britain,  are  or  may  be  fnbjed  to  on  exportation  therefirora  to  the  fame 
eountries  or  places  refpedivcly ;  and  that  all  articles  of  the  growth*  produce,  or 
manufadure  of  Irelaad  (hall,  on  being  exported  from  this  kingdom  to  aay 
foreign  cduntry,  be  fubjeft  to  the  fame  duty  or  duties  to  which  they  would  have 
been  fubje^k  on  being  exported  dire6^1y  from  Ireland  to  fuch  foreign  country. 

And  whereas,  in  ofder  to  afcertain  the  duties,  bounties,  and  drawbacks,  which 
Kwy  take  place  as/iforefaid,  on  the  imporution  of  the  articles  of  the  growth yproduca* 
or  Bianufa^nre  of  either  kingdom  into  the  other,  or  on  the  exportationjof  the  artidea 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu!b6lure  of  either  kingdom  from  thence  to  the  other* 
or  OB  the  exportation  of  the  artides  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufafbire  of 
either  kingdom  from  the  othe^  lo  any  foreign  countries,  it  is  expedient  that  proper 
perfoBS  ha  appointed,  in  each  kingdom,  to  prepare  a  fchedule  or  fthednics  there* 
of,  to  be'  laid  before  the  Parliaments  of  both  kingdoms,  for  their  confideration 
BBd  approbation;  be  it  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
ihall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorifed  and  impowed  to  meet,  confer,  and  confnlt* 
touching  the  formation  of  fuch  l^hedulc  or  fchedules  as  aforefaid,  or  any.  parti- 
culars relative  thereto,  with  any  perfpn  or  perfons  who  may  be  appointed  for  the 
like  purpofe  by  virtue  of  any  a^  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland. 

And  be  it  ena^ed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  fsid  fhall,  and  they  are 
hereby  required  to  lay,  with  all  convenient  fpecd,  fuch  fchedule  or  fdiedukr, 
and  a  report  of  their  proceedings  reiativa  to  the  fonnatioa  ^rcof,  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britaia. 

Aa4 
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And  be  it«ii;lftc<i  by  the  authority  aforfefaid^  tblt  the  fald  *     *  -  '    &aU> 

And  ihey  are  hereby  authorifcd  and  im powered  to  olaminc  upon  oath  any  perlb»» 
Mt^hacever,  who  fhall  be  willing  to  be  fo  czaminedy  touching  any  iaattor  relative 
to  the  f(dmiation  of  the  faid  fciiedules.  > 

And  be  it  further  eiia£lod,  that  the  faid  "^lall,  on  or  before  the 

take  and  fubfcribe  the  following  oath  before  the  Chancellor  of  His  Majcfly's  £x^ 
chequer,  or  before  any  dhe  of  the  Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  t 

**  I  A.  B.  do  fwear,  thaty  as  a- Commi(fioner  appoinoed  by  virtue  of  ail 
'*  a£lt  intitled  I  will,  tothebdft  of  my  judgement  and 

**  ability,  faithfully  and  impartially  dlfchat^e  the  itruft  thereby  re» 
*'  pofed  in  me,  without  favour  or  •afieflion  to  any  pcrfon  or  pbrfons 
**  whatever, 

"  So  help  me  GOD.^' 
And  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  ^forefaid,  that  it  ihall  be  held  and  adjudged 
to  be  a  fuudame^tal  and  efTential  condition  of  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  all 
articles^  not  the  growth^  |)roduce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Irelandv 
(except  thofc  of  the  growtli,  produce,  or  manufa^ijre  of  any  coijntrics  beybnd 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  during  fuch  time  as  th^ 
trade  to  the  faid  countries  fhall  continue  to  be  carried  on  by^an'cxclufiVe  Com* 
pany,  having  liberty  to  import  into  the  port  of  London  only)  ihallbe  imported 
into  each  kingdom  from  the  othcr^  reciprocally,  under  the  iame  regulations,  land 
ftt  the  fame  duties  (if  lubjefb  to  duties)  to  which  they  would  be  liable  whefi 
imported  dircdlly  from  the  country  or  place  'from  whence  the  fame  may  h«»e 
been  imported  iuro  Cfreat  Britain  or  Ireland  reige^livcly,  as  the  cafe  may 'bee 
be  it  therefore  ena£tcd  by  the  authority  aforefaid^  that  it  ihall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  import  from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain  in  lhip«  navigated  according  to  la^% 
all  goods  not  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufa&urc  of  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland, 
(except  thofe  of  tlic  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  countries  beyond 
tJic  tapeof  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  during  fuch  time  as  the 
trade  iliall  continue  to  be  carried  on  by  an  ejtcluiive  Company,  having  liberty  to 
import  into  the  port  of  Loudon  only)  under  the  fame  regulations,  an<l   at  thb 
iamc  duties,  to  which  fuch  goods  would  be  liable  when  imported  direC^ly  from 
the  country  or  place  from  whence  the  fame  may  have  been  itnpotted  ihto  Ireland. 
And  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  afore^^id^  that  it  ihall  be  held  and  adjudged 
to  be  a  fundamental  and  e/fential  condition  of  the  prefent  fettlcment,  that  aH 
duties  originally  paid  on  the  importation  of  fuch  goods  into  either  kingdom  Y^ 
fpt:£tivcly,  (h^Il  be  fully  drawn  back,  within  a  time  to  be  limited,  on  theekporta- 
t.un  to  Ireland  fmm  Great  Britain  of  arrack,  foreign  brandy,  and  foreigii  run», 
and  ail  ibrts  of  llrong  Waters  not  imported  from  the  Britiih  colonies  iji  the  Weft 
Jndies,  and  except  the  duties  to  be  retained*  t3^rcin-afcer  as  directed,  pn  art)<les 
exported  to  Ireland,   being  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  countries 
bcvond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Srrcights  of  Magellan :  be  it  thercforfes 
cnuiStcd  by  the  authority  aforcfaid,  that  all  duties  originially  paidt>r  fecured,  on 
jtUe  importation  into  thi&  kingdom  of  any  good 9  or  commodities,  Dof  being  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Ireland,  except  arrack,  foreign  brandy,  fercigh 
rum,  and  all  forts  of  ftrong  waters  not  imported  from  the  Britiih  colonies  in  the 
.  W^«lt  Indies,  and  except  the  duties  to  be  retained,  as  herein*after  dire^ed,  o& 
articles  exported  to  Ireland,  being  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  coun- 
tri«:s  beyond  th<^  Cape  of  Good  Hope  td  the  toei^hu  of  Magellan,  &ali  be  fully 
Vol.  XYin.  4  N  drawa 
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^rawn  back,  or  the  fecurity  for  the  fame  difcharged,  bo  exportation  thereof  :» 
Ireland,  within  years  after  the  importation  thereof  into  this  kingdom. 

•  Provided  alwayf,  and  be-  k  tnaOied  bytho  authority  aforefaid,  that  no  furh 
drawback  (hall  be  paid,  or  fecurity  difcharged,  until  a  certificate  from  the  proper 
officer  of  the  revenue  in  Ireland,  dating  the  due  entry  and  landing*  of  iuch 
Articles,  {hail  be  returned  and  delivered 'to  the  proper  officer  of  the  port  from 
whence  the  fame  (hall  have  been  exported^  and  UntH  the  feveral  other  particalars 
by  law  i-ec^uired 'in  the  cafe  of  dra^vbacks  (hall  have  been  duly  obferved. 

And  whereas  it  is  highly  and  equally  important  to  the  intereds  both  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  efTential  to  the  objc£ls  of  the  prefcnt  fcttlcinen:. 
that  the  laws  for  regulating  trade  and  navigation,  fo  far  as  relates  to  tfic  feccuTsg 
exclufive  privileges  to  the  fhips  and  mariners  «f  Great  Britain  and  Irelasd* 
and  the  Brmih  colonics  and  plantations,  and  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  rcgulat:^^ 
and  reftrainrng  the  trade  of  the  Britiih  colonies  ard  planrations,  fhouIdT  be  ri^i. 
fame  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  that  aVl  fuch  laws  in  both  kingdom i 
Ihould  impofe  the  feme  rcilraiiHs,  and  confer  the  feme  bencBts,  on  the  Aibjc^; 
of  both,  .which  can  only  be  effe^ed  by  la^vs  to  be  pallied  in  the  Parltaroents  of  bo??: 
kingdoms  (the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  being  alone  competent  to  bind  the 
people  of  Great  Bri^in  ift  any  cafe  whatever,  and  the  ParKament  of  Ireland  bdeg 
alone  competent  to  bind  the  people  of  Ireland  m  any  cafe  whatever)  ;  therefc-c 
be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforcfaid,  that  it  (hall  be  held  and  adjudged  to  be  2 
fundamental  and  elTential  condition  of  the  prefent  fcttlcmcnt,  that  the  laws  fcr 
regulating  trade  and  navigation,  fo  far  as  the  faid  fews  rehitc  to  the  fecuringcx* 
clufive  privileges  to  the  Ihips^and  mariner?  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  tae 
Brittih  colonies  and  plantations^  and  to  the  regulating  and  ref^rainiog  the  trais 
of  the  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations,  ihalt  be  the  fame  in  Great  Britain  ari 
Ireland,  and  (hall  impofe  the  fame  reftrarnts,  ai^  confer  the  fame  benefits,  oa  tU 
fubjefts  of  both  kingdoms : 

And  be  it  therefore  declared  and  enabled,  by  fhe  aothnrify  afbrefaid,  thai  s': 
iprivileges,  advantage?,  and  immunities,  which  are  now  granted,  or  ihalt*  by  arr 
law  to  be  pafled  by  the  P«irliamcnt  of  Great  Britain,  be  hereafter  granttd,  :o 
jhips  built  in  Great  Britain,  or  tO'fliips  belonging  to  any  of  His"  Majcfty's  f&b- 
je£t6  refiding  in  Great  Britain,  or  to  ffiips  manned  by  BritiOi  f^srrvrci^,  or  to  fej?5 
manned  by  certain  proportions  of;Britifh  fcamcn,  ihall,  to  alHntenrs  and  purpoks 
whatever,  be  enjoyed  in  the  fame  manner,  and  under  the  lame  rcgnrlaiioBs  «:: 
reftri6tions  rcfpcftivcly,  by  (hips  built  in  Ireland,  or  by  fhips  belonging  to  any  "^ 
His  Majcfty's  fubjc£ls  refiding  in  Ireland,  or  by  (hips  manned  by  Irifii  ftan^tc, 
■or  by  (hips  manned  by  certain  proportions  of  Irilh  fcamen. 

Provided  alway?,  and  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforefatd,  that  it  fiiali  U 
held  and  adjudged  to  be  a  fundaa;cntal  and  cfl'cntial  condition  of  the  prefent  f:r> 
tlcment,  that  Iuch  regulations  as  arc  now,  or  hereafter  (hall  be,  in  force,  \i' 
:iaws  palTcd,  or  to  be  paffcd  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  fccuring  cx- 
clufive  privileges,  advantages,  and  ir^munitics  as  aforcfaid,  to  the  ihips  and  man- 
ners, of  Great  Bntam,  Ireland,  and  the  Britiih  colonies^  and  plantations,  &ia 
■be  e/lablilhcd  in  Ireland,  for  the  f^imc  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  is 
Gx^ftt  Britain,  by  laws  to  be  paiTed  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  with  ill 
months,  if  .the  Parliament  of  Ireland  (hall  be  then  lilting,  or  (hall  continue  to  t-: 
for  months  next  enfuing,  without  being  prorogued  or  diffoj^^c-h 

or,  in  cafe  the  Parliaincnt  of  Ireland  ihall  not  be  then  Htting^  and  ihail  n«  cos- 
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tinuc  to  fit  for  xnontlis  without  being  prorogued  or  diflfulvtd,  thcx^ 

within  months  after  the  cqmmencemcnt  of  the  next  cnfuing  felfiou 

of  Parliament :  provided  nevcrthelefs^  that  the  laws  To  to  be  palled  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain ^  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  (ball  impofc  the  fame  rcftraints, 
and  confer  .the  fame  benefits,  on  the/ubjefts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

And  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid^  that  it  fiiall  be  held  and  adjudged 
to  be  a  fundamental  ^nd  ejOTepti^,!  condition  of  the  prcfent  fcttlement,  that  Irilh  fail 
cloth  ihall  be  deemed  Bxitifj^  fail  cloth,  within  tfie  meaning  of  an  a£l  of  the  nine- 
teenth year  of  His  Ute  Majefiy  King  George  the  Second,  or  any  other  ai^  or 
a6ts  of  Parliament  of  this  kingdom  refpcfting  the  furnifliing  of  ihips  with  Britiflv 
fail  cloth,  ihall  be  en^itlqd  to  e^ual  ^re^tjC^icc  apd  advantage  as  Britilh  for  the 
life  of  tile  Bntifh  np^vy. 

And  be  it  farther  declared  by  thf  amhority  nfqrefaid,  That  it  fhall  be  held 
And  adjudged  to  be  a  fundnmental  and  clfcntial  condition  of  the  prefent  fcttlc- 
mcnt,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  now,  and  at  aUxinxes  .10  come,,  ihall  have  the 
benefit  of  trading  to  and  from  the  Bntiih  colonics  and  .plantations  in  the  Well- 
Indies  and  America,  and  to  and  from  the  Britiih  ictdements  on  the  coaft  ot 
Africt)^  aud  in  the  articles  of  their  grovyih,  produce,  or  ntanufa£lur.e,  in  as 
full  and  ample  mann^  as  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  and  QiaU  likcwile  have  the 
benefit  of  trading  in  the  like  ample  n^anner  to  and  fcom  aU  luch  colonies^  fettle- 
inents,  and  plantations^  which  this  kingdom  may  hereafter  acquire  or  cfiablinxy' 
and  to  and  from  foch  Britiih  fettlements  ^s  m^y  exiil  in  the  countries  beyond 
the  Cape  of. Good  Hope  to  the  Strcights  of  Magellan,  whenever  the  tca4e  with 
rhofc  countries  ihall  ceafe.to  be  carried  on  by  an  cxclufiv.e  compi^ny  having 
liberty  to  import  into  the  port  of  London  only. 

And  be  it  ena£kcd  by  the  .authority  aforefaid,  That  all  :gQo.ds  and  commodities 
svhatcver,  which  may  at  any  tlmf  be  legally  imported  from  Great  Biitam  into 
^ny  Britiih  Colonies  or  plantations  in  the  Wed  Indies  or  America,  or  into  any 
Britiih  fettlements  on  the  coail  of  Africa,  or  into  any  fuch  colonies,  iicttlc- 
nients,  or  plantations,  which  this  kingdom  may'  hereafter  acquire  or  cftabli(h» 
or  into  any  Britiili  fettlements  which  may  exiil  in  the  countries  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Strcights  of  Magellan,  whenever  the  comiBcrjcc  to 
the /aid  countries  Ihall  ccaie  to  be  carried  00  by  an  exclufive  company,  having 
liberty  to  import  into  the  port  of  London  only,  may,  in  like  manner,  be  im- 
jported  into  the  faid  colonies,  Settlements,  or  plant atious,  from  Ireland^  fubjc6k 
only  to  the  (ame  duties  and  regulations  as  the  like  goods  ihall  be  fubjcfl  to  on. 
importation  into  any  of  th^  faid  colonics,  icttlements,  or  plantations  icipc£livciy 
•from  Great  Britain. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  it  ihall 
he  held  and  adjudged  to  be  a  fundamental  and  cifen^al  jcondition  of  the  prcfent 
fettlements  that  all  fuch  regulations  or  rei{ri£Vions  as  relate  to  the  trade  with 
the  Britiih  colonies  or  plantations,  which  are  now,  or  ihall  hereafter,  be  in  force 
by  laws  paiTed  by  the  Parliament  of  this  kingdom,  ihall  be  from  time  to  time 
cilabiiihed  in  Ireland,  by  laws  to  be  palTcd  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  within 

months,  if  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  fhall  be  then  fittings 
and  ihall  continue  to  fit  for  months  next  enfuing,  without 

being  prorogued  or  difiblved;  or,  in  cafe  the  Parliaflient  of  Ireland  ihull  not  be 
then  fitting,  or  ihall  not  continue  to  fit  for  months^  without  being 

i^rorogucd  or  dillulvcd^  then  wjthin  months  after  the  commencc- 
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nent  of  the  ocxt  enfoi^g  icOion  of  Parliament :  provided,  nererthclefs,  that  rir 
Jaws  ib  to  be  petifcd  in  the  Parliament  of  this  kingdom,  for  the  purpoies  afore- 
faid,  ihall  impofe  the  Hime  rcftraiats,  and  confer  the  (kme  benefits,  on  the  (tij- 
]cQ:s  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  ^declared  by  the  authority  aforcfaid,  that  it  ihalt  y. 
held  and  adjudged  to  be  a  fundamental  and  effential  condition  of  the  prcfent  (c- 
tiement,  that  all  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufaAure  of  an^  Brirtfk, 
or  any  foreign  colony,  in  America  or  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  of  any  of  tat 
Biitiih  or  foreign  fcttlcments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  all  peltry,  rujo,  train 
oil,  and  whale  ft,n$,  being  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufafture  of  the  countnt. 
belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  or  being  the  produce  of  the  fiUKcr^. 
parried,  on  by  the  fub[e£ls  of  the  faid  United  States,  fhall,  on  importatioa  into  Ire 
land,  be  made  fubjc£t  to  the  fame  duties  and  regulations  as  the  like  good^  ii% 
or  from  time  to' time  iliall  be  fubjefl  to,  on  importation  into  Great  Britain;  .: 
if  prohibited  from  being  imported  into  Great  Britain,  ihall  in  like  manner  h 
l^rohjbiced  from  being  imported  into  Ireland. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  declared,  that  rum,  being  of  the  produce  or  -ri- 
:|iufa£lurc  of  the  Britilh  plantations  in  the  Weft  Indies,  may  be  impon^bfc  i^*i 
Jreland  at  no  higher  duties  than  are  now  payable  thereon  ;  and  alfo,  that  1 1 
goods  exported  from  Ireland  to  the  Britifh  colonics  or  plantations  in  the  Wc.'t 
Undies,  or  in  America,  or  to  the  Britifh  fettlcmeuts  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  to 
any  of  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Strcights  of  Migtl.^ :, 
fo  long  as  the  commerce  to  the  faid  countries  (hall  continue  to  be  carried  on  b. 
an  cxclufivc  company,  having  liberty  to  import  into  the  port  of  London  onlr,  cr 
to  any  of  the  Britifh  fettlemcnts  in  the  Ball  Indies,  whenever  fuch  commerce  lh.^1 
ccaie  to  be  carried  on  by  fuch  exclufive  company,  Ihall,  from  time  to  time,  be 
made  liable  to  fuch  duties,  and  be  entitled  to  fuch  drawbacks  onlr.  and  be  put 
under  fuch  reprulations  as  may  be  neccffary,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  c:^!^ 
exported  ^vith  Icfs  dunes  or  impofitions,  than  the  like  goods  ftiall  Ym  burdcci 
vith  when  exported  from  Great  Britain:  provided  always,  that  Hnen  and  p*c- 
vifions  may  continue  to  be  exported  from  Ireland  to  any  Britilh  colony,  placu* 
tian  or  fettlcmcnt,  duty  free, 

Froviticd  alio,  and  be  it  farther  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  thi:  i: 
i^all  be  held  and  adjudged  to  be.a  fundamental  and  effential  condition  of  tbe  pre* 
fc:nt  fcftitimcnt,  that  no  bounties  fhall  be  payable  in  Ireland,  on  the  exportaii«*n  •• 
any  article  to  any  Britifh  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  or  in  the  Weft  Inuic  , 
or  to  the  Britifh  fcttlcments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  o-r- 
tht.  exportation  of  any  article  imported  from,  the  Britilh  colonics  or  plantat:.-.* 
in  America,  or  in  the  Weft  Indicsf  or  from  the  Britifh  fettlements  on  the  end 
of  Africa,  or  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  of  any  manufacture  made  of  fuch  article, 
unlcfi  in  cafes  where  a  fimilar  bounty  is  payable  in  Great  Britain  on  cxpor.- 
tiou  from  thence,  or  where  fuch  bounty  is  merely  in  the  nature  of  a  draub&ck 
cir  compcnfation  of  and  for  duties  paid,  over  and  above  any  duties  paid  in  Grcit 
i^n  tarn. 

And  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  ^forefaid,  that  It  (hall  be  held  and  adjndgtii 
to  be  a  fundamental  and  effential  condition  of  the  pcefcnt  fettlemenr,  that  whca 
any  gopds  of  the  growtli,  produce,  or  manufa£lure  of  the  British  Weft-Ic<ia 
iilands;  or  any  other  of  the  Britifh  colonies  or  plantations,  Ihall  be  fhipped  froiTt 
Iicland  ^r  Great  Britain;  they  ihall  be  accompanied  with  fuch  ori^iail  ccrt'^ 
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ficatef  of  the  revenue  officers  of  the  faid  colomesv  bs  (Kail  be  required*  by  la\^ 
on  imporcanon  into  Great  Britain  -,  and  that^  when  the  whole  quantity  includ* 
cd  in  one  certificate  fliall  not  be  (hipped*  at  any  one  time,  the  •rigi-nai  certificate, 
properly  indorfed  u  tp  quantity,  ^all  be  ftnt  with  the  firft  parcel,  and  to 
identify  the  remainder,  if  ihippcd'  \yithin  new  certificates 

^U  be  granted  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  ports  in  Ireland,  esltraftcd  from  a 
regiftcr  of  the  orignal  documents,  fpccifying  the  quantities  before  ihippcd  from. 
fhence,  by  what  yelfciss  and  to.  what  ports  :  k|c  it  therefore  enacted  by^  the  au- 
thority afbrefaid,  tb^t  when  any  fbip  or  veiTel  ihall  arrive  from  any  port  or  place 
in  Ireland,  at  any  port  in  thif  kingjiom,  laden  witft  any  goods  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manuBt£^ure  of  the  Britidi  Weft-India  iiland?,  or  any.  other  of  the 
Britilh  colonies  or  pUmatlons,  no  fuch  gx>od8  ihall  be  admitted  to  be  importcii 
into  this  kingdom,  unlefs  accompanied  with  fuch  orignial  certificates  of  the 
revenue  officers  in  the  faid  colonies^  as  ihall  be  required  by  law  on  importation 
into  Great  Britain  from  the  faid  colonies  or  plantations  refpeflively,  under  fuch 
regulations,  rc(lri6Hons,  penalties,  apd'forfciturcs,  as  the  like  goods  are  fubje£l:  to 
on  importation  into  Great  Britain  from  the  iaid  colonies  and  plantations  refpcc- 
tivcly,  or  unlcft,  when  the  whole  quantity  included  in  one  certificate  (hall  not 
be  (hipped  at  any  one  ;ime,  the  original  certificate,  properly  indorfed  as  to  quaiitity, 
fha!l  have  been  fcnc  with  the  firil  parcel,  and  the  remainder  (liatl  have  been  (liippcd 
within  and  (hall  be  accompanied'  with  new  certificates  granted 

by  the  proper  officers  of  the  ports  in  Ireland^  extrafed  from  a  rcgiftcr  of  the 
original  documents,  fpccifying  the  quantities  before  ihipped  from  thejice,  by,  what 
veiTel,  and  to  what  port. 

And  be  it  declared  by  the  autnority  aforefaid,  to  be  a  fundamental  and  efltmial 
condition  of  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  fo  longas  the  commerce  to  the  countries 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan^  Ihall  continue 
to  be  carried  on  by  an  exclufive  company  having  liberty  to  import  into  the 
port  of  London  only,  all  ihips  freighted  by  the  faid  company,  and' which  (hall 
have  cleared  out  from  the  port  of  London  for  any  of  the  faid  countries,  (hall  be 
at  liberty  to  touch  at  any  of  the  ports  of  Ireland,  and  to  take  on  board  there  anv 
goods  which  they  might  take  on  board  in  Great  Britain,  any  aft  Or  afts  to  the 
contrary  notwithfianding ;  and  that  any  goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  m  ma- 
nafa£ture  of  Ireland,  exported  by  the  Eail-India  Company  to  any  of  the  did 
countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  (hall  be  confidered  as  Brrtiih  goodi, 
within  the  meaning  of  any  obligation  which  may  at  any  time  csiit  upon  the 
Jjjd  Company,  to  fend  out  to  thofc  countries  certain  quantities  of  the  goods  of 
ftic  growth,  produce,  or  manufafturc  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  no  (hips  (Inll 
be  allowed  to  clear  out  from  any  port  in  Ireland,  for  any  of  the  faid  countries, 
except  fuch  as  (hall  be  freighted  by  the  faid  Company,  and  ihall  have  failed  from 
the  port  of  London^  and  except  fuch  foreign  (hips  as  might,  by  any  law  no^v^ 
or  hereafter  to  be  in  force,  clear  out  for  foreign  fctilements  in  the  faid  countries 
from  Great  Britain,  which  (hips  (hall  be  allowed  to  clear  out  from  Ireland  in  tne 
fame  manner  as  from  Great  Britain ;  and  that  whenever  the  commerce  to  rlic 
faid  countries  (hall  ceafe  to  be  carried  on  by  an  exclufive  Company  havini; 
liberty  to  import  into  the  port  of  London  only,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  the  faid  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  the  Streights 
f}|f  Magellan,  (hall  J)c  importable  into  Ireland  from  the  Britiih  or  foreign  fct. 

xkmcnts 
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cLemcnH  in  the  £aft  Indies »  iubjc£bto  the  Tatne  .^utics  and  rcguladoos  as  the 
like  goods  ihall  from  time  to  time  be  fubjcf):  to  «n  imporcition  into  Great 
Britain,  and  if  prohibited  to  be  imported  into  Great  Britain^  fhall  in  like  manner 
be  prohibited  from  being  impoi^rcd  into  Jrebiid. 

And  be  it  declarecl  by  the  authority  a^orefaid,  that  it  (hall  be  held  and  adjudged 
to  be  a  fundamental  and  effential  .condition  of  theprefcnt  fettlement,  that  fo  long 
as  the  the  commerce  to  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights  of 
Magellan,  fhall  be  c^ried  on  folely  by.  an  excluiive  company  having  liberty  to 
import  into  the  port  of  London  only,  no  goods  of  the  growth^  pcoduce,  or  ma« 
nut*a£turc  of  the  faid  coAiutries,  (ball  be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  Ireland,  but 
through  Great  Britain,  except  dyje  fluffs,  drugs,  cotton,  or  other  wool,  and 
fpiceries,  and  fuph  other  articles  as  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  importable  inta 
Oreat  Britain  from  foreign  European  countries^  which  articles  may  be  imported 
into  Ireland  from  European  countries,  fo  long  as  the  fame  are  importable  from 
foreign  European  countries  into  Gr-eat  Britain;  and  that  it  fball  be  lawful  to 
cx.port  any  goods  of  the  growth,  produce',  or  manufacture  of  aj>y  of  the  fa:d 
countries  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland;  and  that  fuch  duties  a$  may  now  by 
law  be  retained  thereon  on  fuch  exportation  fhall  coiuinue  to  be  fo  retained  ;  but 
that  an  account  ihall  be  kept  thereof,  and  that  the  amounjt  thereof  ihall  be  re<- 
niitted  by  the  Receiver  General  of  His  Majef^y's  Cuilom^  in  Great  Britain,  to 
the  proper  officer  of  His  Majcfly's  revenue  in  Ireland^  to  be  placed  to  the  accoart 
4>f  His  Majefty's  revenue  jiherc,  fubje£V  to  ihfi  difpofal  of  the  Parliament  of  that 
lungdom* 

And  be  it  declared  by  the  autfiority  aforcfaid,  that  it  fhall  be  held  and  adjudged  . 
to  be  a  fundamental  and  -e^fential  condition  of  the  prcfcnt  fcttlementj  that  aI\ 
£oods  and  commodities,  whatever^  V^hich  fhall  hereafter  be  imponed  into  this 
i(.ingdom  from  Ireland,  or  dnto  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  fhould  be  put,  by 
jaws  to  be  palled  in  the  Parliaments  of  the  tv«o  kingdoms,  under  the  fame  regu- 
lations,  with  rcfped  to  bonds,  cockets,  and  other  inflrujnents,  to  which  the  like 
goods  ;^re  fubje^  an  pafTmg  from  one  port  of  this  kingdom  to  another ;  E]»e  11 
therefore  ena6ted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  goods  w^ich  fhall  be  (hip- 
|>^d  or  put  on  bqard  iii  any  pore,  creek,  or  member  of  any  port«  in  this  king- 
4iom,.to  be  carried  to  any  port  or  place  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  fhall  be  ac* 
eprnpanicd  with  the  like  fulTerancc  and  cockct,  and  fubje&  to  the  like  bond 
and  fecurity,  as  are  required  by  any  law  in  Great  Britain  (or  the  like  goods 
pall'ng  from  oi)e  port  in  Great  Britain  to  another;  and  that  no  goods  brought 
tFom  any  port  or  place  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ihall  be  perrpitte^  to  be  im- 
ported iiita  any  port,  creeks  or  member  of  any  port  in  this  kipgdom  without  a 
fuffcrancc  and  cocket  figncd  by  the  proper  afiicer  or  officers  of  the  revenue  in 
licldnd,  nor  fhall  be  lauded  in  this  kingdom  until  the  fuflferance  and  cocket  (ba!! 
Iiive  been  produced  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  Cuj^oms  hi:re,  and  a  fufferascc 
granted  for  landing  the  fame,  until  the  like  reflri£lions,  regulations,  pcnalne&, 
and  forfeitures,  to  which  goods  carried  from  one  port  of  Great  Britain  to  another 
aic  liable. 

,  And  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforcfaid,  that  it.  fhall  be  held  and  adjudged 
to  be  a  fuudamcntkl  aud  clTential  condition  of  the  prefent  fcttlement,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  both  kin(];donis  fhall  have  an  equal  right  to  carry  on  fifheries  ob 
every  part  of  the  coafts  of  the  3ntifh  dominions  :  be  it  iherctopc  enatlcd  by  tb^ 
-luUioiit^  aforcfaid,  that  the  fabjctU  of  His  Majefty,  fcfidixig  in  Ireland/ f&aU 

have 
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have  equal  privileges  and  advantages  with  His  Majefty's  fubje^bs  reHding  in 
Great  Britain,  in  filhing  on  the  coafls  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  territories  be- 
longing thereto. 

And  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  it  fhall  be  held  and  adjudged 
to  be  a  fundamental  and  effential  condition  of  theprefent  fettlcmenr,  that  the  im- 
portation of  articles  from  foreign  coimtries  (hall  be  regulated  from  time  to  tinie,  in 
each  kingdom,  on  fuch  terms  as  may  efi*e6^ufflly  favour  the  importation  of  ftmilar 
articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  ^ahufa£hire  of  the  other,  except  in  the? 
cafe  of  materials  of .  manufa^Vure  which  arc,  or  hereafter  may  be,  allowed  to  be- 
imported  from  foreign  countries  duty  free. 

And  be  it  declared  and  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  this  a£l,  and 
every  part  thereof,  fhall  commence  and  be  in  force  on  the  provided 

that  before  the  faid  an  a£t  (hall  have  been  palTcd  in  the  Parliament 

of  Ireland,  which  Ihall  appropriate  whatever  fum  the  grofs  produce  of  the  here- 
ditary revenue  fhall  amount  to,  after  dedu£king  all  drawback s,  repayments,  and 
bounties  in  the  nature  of  drawbacks,  over  and  above  the  fum  of  656,000!.  in 
each  year,  towards  the  fupport  of  the  naval  force  of  the  empire,  to  be  applied 
in  fuch  manner  as  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom  fhall  dtrefl  in  tl>e  faid  a6l  j 
and  which  (hall  alfo  provide,  that  it  fhall  be  held  and  adjudged  to  be  a  funda- 
mental and  effcntial  condition  of  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  the  due  collection 
of  the  duties  compofing  the  faid  hereditary  revenue,  (hall  be  at  all  rimes  effec- 
tually fecured;  and  provided  that  before  the  faid  an  a£t  or  a6ls 
ihall  have  been  pafTcd  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  for  carrying  into  cffcfV,  on 
the  part  of  that  kingdom,  the  prefent  fettlement,  and  all  matters,  provifion;,  and 
regulations  herein  declared  to  be  fundamental  and  efTeiuial  Conditions  thereof; 
and  provided  alfo,  that  before  the  faid  an  a£t  fhall  have  been 
paifed  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  declaring  fuch  a6b  or  a£ls  of  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  to  contain  fatisfa^ory  provifions  for  carrying  into  cfi'c6l: 
the  prefent  fettlement. 

And  be  it  alfo  declared,  that  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  fettlement,  and 
the  duration  of  this  a£l,  and  of  every  tiling  herein  contained,  fhall  depend  on  the 
due  obfervance,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  of  the  feveral  matters  herein  declared 
to  be  fundamental  and  effential  conditions  of  the  faid  fettlement,  according  to 
the  true  intent,  meaning,  and  fpirit  thereof. 

Prodded  neverthelefs,  that  ail  the  faid  fundamental  and  clFtntial  conditions 
Ihallj  in  all  times,  be  held  and  deemed  to  be,  and  to  have  been  duly  obfcrrvcd  m 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  unlefs  it  fhall  have  .been  cxprcfslv  declared,  by  an  a.*rt 
©f  ilic  Parliament  of  this  kingdom,  that  tlit  fame  have  nut  been  duly  obfcrvcd.  . 
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PROCEEDINGS  and  DEBATES 

O  t     T  H  B 

HOUSE    of   L  O  R  D  S, 

Inthe  SECOND   SESSION  of  the  * 

Sixteenth  Parliament  of  Gkbat  Britain, 

« 

Appointed  to  be  holden  at'  We stminster 
Oq  T0E8DAY  the  18th  of  May,  1784* 

Friday^  Jamuary  25,  1785. 

fTT^HIS  being  the  day  appointed  for  opening  the  fecond 
1  fei&on  of  the  Parliament,  their  LordOiips  met,  uiA 
riis  Majefty  came  down  in  ftace  to  the  Houfe,  and  opened 
the  feffion  with  a  moft  gracious  fpeech  from*the  throne^ 
which  our  readers  will  find  in  vol*  17.  p.  x. 

When  His  Majefty  and  the  Commons  had  withdrawn,  the 
new  Marqifles  of  Buckingham  and  Landfdown  took  their 
feats. 

About  half  paft  four  the.  Lord  Chancellor  read  the  King's 
fpeech :  upon  which 

The  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Brandon  rofe  to^nove  an  ad-  Dokeoff 
drefs  of  thanks.    His  Grace  faid,  that  he  rofe  in  the  fenfe  of  HattUtoa 
the  datv  which  he  owed  to  His  Majefty,  to  exprefs  his  feel*  !^ 
ing  and  gratitude  on  a  fpeech  fo  gracioufly  conceived,  aqd 
{o  indicative. of  His  Majefty 's  zeal  and  love  for  his  people. 
He  was  forry  that  a  duty  \o  honourable  was  not  to  be  dif« 
charged  by  an  abler  perfon ;  but  he  trufted  in  the  gocnlnefs  of 
their  Lordihips,  that  they  would  indulge  him  for  a  minute» 
while  he  declared  how  much  he  approved  of  the  Qpeecb  which 
VpuXYltl^  A  «  they 
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they  hvu\  heard.  The  fettiement  of  the  commercial  cone- 
ttcNi  between  this  coumry  and  Ifdand,  was  an  objed  ol  L:. 
ferious  concern,  that  he  knew  their  Lordfliips  wouH  a:-:. 
vith  him  in  thinking,  that  it  could  not  be  more  zealou£y  r. 
commended  from  the  Crown,  than  it  would  be.  che^rtti 
taken  up  by  the  Houfc.  It  mufl.  be  highly  pleafing  to  tV. 
Lordfhips,  as  well  as  creditable  ^o  His  Majefty's  Mini2r 
*  ^  that  at  a  time  when  alarms  were  given  of  contefts  on  i- 

•Continent,  we  had  fo  borne  ourfelves   as  to  receive  p:r 
aiTurances  frotn  all  the  ndghbduring  poweri .     The  fsff  \ 
lion  of  fmuggling  was  an  objeft  the  mod  defirable,  audi 
reforms  fuggefted  by  the  Ccnnmiffittners  of  Public  Accocst . 
whofe  labours  did  them  fo  much  honour,  were  produdi?;/ 
fuch  obvious  benefie,  that  he  was  fcnfiHe  their    LoTi^fe.;. 
would  hie  happy  to  give  His  Mly^fty  affarances  of  tfieif  f^ 
nefs  to  fecond  his  gracious   ideas  in  that  refpefl.     Oa  : . 
•  whole  of  the  fpcech  he  ww  cor^inced  there  nieedod^Ro  irr«- 
ment  to  induce  their  Lordfliips  to  agree  with   him  in  : ' 
propriety  of  an  addrefs  of  thanks.     He,   therefore^  flio-. 
concent  himfelf  with  mb? iiig  that  tn  sAdteft  be  pttk^tx  : 
His  Majefty,  in  the  ufual  terms  of  acknowledgment  2nQ  :• 
furancQ  of  their  readinefsto.fulfil-  His  Majeft|'s.  wUhesasc:* 
clared  in  the  fpeech. 
Lord  Wal-       Lq^j  fValJinxbam  faid,  that  in  fecooding  the  uMfion  cf t- 
in^  am.     ^q\^\q  Du]te,  he  /hould  prcfume  only  to  trouble  their  Lc-r 
fhips  with  a  few  fentfcnces,  in  addition  to  what  his  Grace  ii. 
fo  forcibly  and  fully  recommended  to  their^noticc.     The  r- 
»         pics  held  out  to  the  attention  of  PaHiiment,  in  His  Moi-il. 
mofl  gracious  fpeech,   were  fo  worthy  of  their -rooft  k«^ 
•  regard,  and  were  in  themfelves  To  important,   that  he  t: 
Confcious  there  needed  not  the  weighty  influence  of  Hii^«- 
jefty*s  recbmhiendation,  to  induce  their  Lord/hips  to  ::!' 
them  into  their  view.    The  full  And  final  accompliilimcr.r*. 
a  liberal  fyftem  of*  cdrtimercial  c6nne6lion  betweeo  i\av* 
kingdoms  pf  England  and  Ireland,  was  a  thing  which  e^-'; 
good  man  6f  hotli'coUnfries  mufl  be  anxious  to  Behold.  Tn: 
Lordfliips  would,  no  doubt,  be  moft  ready  to  givo  His  Mi- 
Jefiy  afliSrdnccs,  that  fhey  would  co-operate  with  T?is  Mirn* 
in  his  patriotic  views  on   this  fubjeft  ;  and  that,   fromi'>' 
"  ^.trnefl  efforts  on  this  head,  they  might  l>opc  to  (ee  a  {vki^ 
rotmed  fo  broad  and  liberal,  fo  becoming  the  enlarged  V- 
flments  of  an  intelUgent  people,  and  framed  on  fuchprin.  • 
pies  of  juftice  :ind  wifdom,  as  tnight  at  once  be  beneficii.  '■ 
tB^  two  countries  refpeSively,  atid  conducive  to  thcgcr;^ 
ftit«frefts  of  the  United  empire. 

^The  conduft  of  His  Majeflys  Minlfters,  in  fo  wifdf  a:^ 
ajvanrageoufly  preferving  us  from  all  Qiare  in  the  diftfcnof- 
irhich  Jppe^jred  bit  the  Contiuent,  wasTiighly  delbcfias  t- 
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tha^iks  ef  tHat  Houfe.  Relieved  (o  lately  from  a  war  whidi 
ha4l  coft  «i«  \'o  much,  and  panting  for  repofe,  their  determined 
f^uCTulity  had  been  dilated  by  the  beft  policy  ;  for,  by  tliefe 
nMsms  we  (booid  bave  leKiire  and  opportunity  to  review  our 
eircttmiiai»c«s,  which,  be  thanked  heaven,  were  yet  pxofpe^ 
rdus,  and  to  improve  them  by  thpfe  means  of  internal  regu*  ' 

lation,  that  he  averred  we  hall  in  our  power;  and  by  .which 
we  ikould  be  enabled  to  aflert  our  liation  among  the  king* 
doms  of  Europe.  The  reforms  of  office,  and  the  various  Fe«  * 
guiatidas-  iuggefted  by  the  Commifiioners  of  Public  Accounts, 
were  certainly  moft  deferving  of  their  Lordfhips'  regard,  and 
they  would  therefore,  he  was  [^erfuaded,  moft  chearfully  con- 
cgn  with  Hi«  Majefty  in  thjit  objefk 

In  regard  to  the  fuppreffion  of  frauggling,  he  believed 
there  was  but  one  fentiment.  It  was^an  evil  of  fo  ruinous  a 
nature,  that  their  Lordftiips  muft  be  happy  to  liear  that  the 
meafures  of  laft  fefiioh  had  been  prodndiiveof  good.  I( 
would  be  their  obje6^  to  perfevere  in  their  endeavours  to/ulfil  ' 
the  work  they  had  begun,  and  totally  to  fupprefs  the  evil.  • 

It  would  be  unneceflary  for  him  to  enlarge  on  the  injurie$ 
which  the  unreftrained  practice  of  fmuggling  brought  on  s^ 
commercial  country  ;  in  the  deftru£lion  of  the  morals,  in  the 
alienation  of  the  minds  of  the  citizens,  in  the  debaucheries 
which  it  occafioned,  as  well  as  in  the  lofs  of  revenue,  and  thQ 
tonfequent  increafe  of  burdens  which  it  brought  on  the  fair 
trader  and  induftrious  artizan.     The  number  of  people  en* 

f;aged  in  contraband  trade,  before  the  latea£ls,  would  aftonifh 
uch  Lords  as  might  not  have  turned  their  eyes  to  the  fub- 
}eSt»  .  It  would  furprife  them  to  hear  that  it  coft  the  nation  ^    • 
ho  lefs  than  'iOO,oool.  a  year  for  the  efforts  which  they  made 
to  watch  and  prevent  the  commiflion  of  their  frauds ;  and  • 

they  would  be  happy  to  hear  that  the  meafures  taken  lately 
by  Parliaqiwt*  had  been  fo  fuccefsful,  that  in  the  laft  year 
there  had  been  an  increafe  in  the  Cuftoms  of  400,000!.  and 
in  the  Excife  of  a  million.  This  was  not  all ;  thefe  advan- 
tages had  not  been  accompanied  by  the  evils  which  wer^ 
fqrefeen.  Apprehenfions  had  been  entertained,  that  when 
the  adventurous  body  of  men,  engaged  in  the  fmuggling 
trade,  were  prevented  from  the  farther  praftice  of  their  frauds, 
they  would  emigrate,  that  they  would  carry  with  them  their 
Capital,  and  enterprife  to  foreig;n  countries.  This,  however, 
had  notenfued  j  for  he  was  happy  to  find,  that  by  the  lil^eral 
«nd  prudent  a£t  of  oblivion  .which  had  been  pailed,  thefe  men 
had  not  been  induQcd  to  abandon  their  country,  but  wer^ 
daily  ftriking  oi^t  new  and  legal  paths,  and  that  numbers  pf 
thqm  were  at  this  time  folicitous  of  being  engaged  in  a  trade 
highly  beneficial  to  the  country — the  Newfoundland  fiihery^ 
The  iidble  Lord  faid  there  was  -much  to  be-  done  yet  for  the 

J2  *  •entire 
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iBBtite  fuppreffion  of  tontrabaind  dealing ;  and  he  was  per- 
fuaded  that  the  farther  wifdom  and  ability  of 'Parliament  em- 
ployed 00  this  pointy  would  give<in  accei&on  of  vigour  to  the 
flate,  beyond  the  wanneft  imaginations  of  men*  He  coo* 
eluded  with  faying,  that  the  Speech,  having  thus,  in  all  iu 
pomts,  his  entire  concurrence,  he  with  pleafure  had  xiicQ  to 
fecond  the  noble  Duke  in  his  lAotion  for  an  addrefs. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  put  the  queftion,  and  the  Addre& 
was  agreed  to  mmine  dijjentimte. 

It  was  afterwards  prepared,  and'approved  of  by  the  Houie. 

Weinefday^  January  a6« 

The  Houfe.went  up  to  St.  James's,  and  prefented  the  follow- 
ing huroble  Addr^fs  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Spiritual  gnd  Temporal,  in  Parliament  aflembled. 

pie  Mortis^  2^^^  Jamuarii^  1785. 

^*  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
F*  We^  your  Majefty's  ipoft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  ^nd  TepporaJi  ip  Parliament  afiembled, 
beg  leave  to  return  yopr  Majefty  Qur  humble  thanks  for 
youi'Majefly's  moil  gpcious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 
**  i^^rmit  us  to  pxprefs  to  your  Majefty  our  moft  gratdul 
*'  fenfe  of  yopr  Majefty's  regard  for  our  private  convenieDce, 
^*  in  not  comn^anding  from  us  an  eortier  attendance  in  Par- 
*•  liament. 

Your  Majefly  may  rely  on  our  faithful  and  diligent  exer- 
tions in  every  part  of  our  duty ;  and  truly  fenfible  of  the 
'^  impoftance  of  the  objedl,  we  beg  leave  to  aflurc  yoor  Ma- 
^*  jefty,  that  it  is  our  determination  to  give  our  immediate 
'*  attention  to  the  adjuftment  of  fuch  points  in  the  commer- 
*'  cial  intercourfe  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  are 
'^  not  yet  finally  arrang;ed ;  trailing  that  fuch  a  fyftem  may 
*^  be  forme^  as  may  bell  enfurethe  profperity  of  both  king* 
'^  doms,  by  clofjply  uniting  them  upon  principles  of  reciprocal 
f  advantage. 

**  We  defire  to  return  Jo  yopr  Majeily  our  warmeft  thanks 
*\{oT  your  gracious  commpnipatjop  of  the  aflurances  which 
'^  your  Miajeily  continues  \o  receive  of  the  good  difpofition 
*'  of  foreign  powers  towards  this  country,  noiwtihftanding 
<*  the  differences  which  appear  tp  prevail  upon  the  Conti- 
•«  nent. 

<'  The  information  your  Majei^y  is  pleafed  to  give  ns  of 
*'  the  fuccefs  which  has  attended  th^  pe^fpres  taken  in  the 
««  lail  feifion  for  the  fuppreiHon  of  fm^iggling,  and  for  the 
?'  improvement  of  the  revenue,  aiFor4«  lis  the  greateft  fetis- 
V  f^ion  ;  and  your  Majeily  may  he  aiTufed,  that  we  will 

•     '  apply 
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*'  apply  ourfelvesy  with  unremitted  attention,  >to  points  of 
"  fucb  great  concern  to  the  profperity  of  the  country,  and 
"  that  we  will  take  into  our  early  /confideration  the  matters 
**  fuggefted  in  the  feveral  Reports  of  the  Coinrotilioners  of 
*'  Public  Accounts,  as  well  as  fuch  fiitther  regulations  as 
<^  may  appear  to  be  neceflary ,  in  the  pubUc  offices  of  the 
**  kinedom. 

"  From  the  experience  we  have  had  of  your  Majefty's 
**  paternal  regard  tot  the  interefts  of  all  your  fubjeds,  we  beg 
*'  leave  humbly  to  exprefs  to  your  Majeny,  our  fullefl  cohfi- 
**  dence  in  the  gracious  aflurance  of  your  Majefty's  hearty 
**  concurrence  in  every  meafure  which  may  tend  to  alleviate 
*^  the  national  burdens,  to  fccure  the  true  principles  ef  the 
**  conilitution^  and  to  promote  the  general  happiuefs  and 
•*  welfare  of  your  people." 

His  Majefty's  Moil  Gracious  Anfwer. 

^*  My  Lords, 

^  I  return  you  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  aflecStionate  Ad^ 
*^  drefs. 

**  Nothing  can  give  me  more  fatisfaAion,  than  your  alTur- 
**  ance  that  you  will  immediately  enter  into  the  confidera- . 
**  tion  of  the  matters  which  1  have  laid  before  you. 

^'  You  may  depend  upon  the  utmoft  care  and  attention  on 
"  tny  part,  to  fettle  every  thing  which  concerns  the  intereft 
**  ot  my  kingdoiTis,  upon  a  folid  and  durable  foundation*** 

Friday f  Ftbruary  l8«  ' 

The  Earl  diCarlifle  defired  that  the  37th  and  38th  feflions  Earfof 
of  the  AS  of  the  laft  feflion,  for  the  better  regulation  and  ^^**^' 
management  of  the  afiairs  of  the  Eaft^India  Company,  &c» 
might  be  read.     The  clerk  accordingly  read  as  follows : 

And^  whereas  very  large  fums  of  money  appear  to  be 

due  to  Briti/h  fubje£ls  by  the. Nabob  of  Arcot,  in  the  re- 
**  covery  whereof  it  is  expedient  that  fuch  affiilance  ihould 
^'  be  given  them  as  ihall  be  confident  with  the  rights  of  the 
^'  faid  United  Company,  the  fecurity  of  the  creditors,  and 
^<  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  faid  N^bob :  Be  it  enadled^ 
^  that  the  Court  of  Dire£tors  of  the  faid  Company  ihall,  as 
^  foon  as  may  be,  take  into  confideration  the  origin  and  juf- 
:^  tice  of  the  faid  demands,  as  far  as  the  materials  they  ar» 

*  in  poileiEon  of  ihall  epable  them  to  do ;  and  that  they 

*  (hall  give  fuch  oirders  to  their  prefidencies  aqd  fervantft 

*  abroad  for  completing  the  inveftigation  thereof,  as  the 
'  nature  of  the  cafe  ihall  requirei^  and  ibr  eilabliihing,  in 

*  copceit  lyitb  |be  faid  Nabop,  fudh  fund  for  thq  difcmirgQ  . 

-  «*  oC 
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^  of  thofe  (febts  which  (hall  appear  to  be  jaftly  dae,  accc.. 
••  ing  to  thefr  fefpcftive  rights  of  priority,  atftaJlbec^ 
*•  fiftent  tvith  the  rightis  ot  the  faid  United  Companv.  :^! 
••  fecuritY  of  the  creditors,  and  the  hontMir  and  digfMtycf'ju 
«  faid  Nabob. 

•*  And,  for  (ettUng  upon  a  pennanent  foondatioo  *^* 
**  prefent  intermediate  rights  and  pretenfioos  of  the  Nab^ 
«•  of  Arcot  and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore^  with  refpefl  to  e^ 
<*  other,  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority  i!or6c 
f^  that  the  Court  of  Direftors  of  the  faid  United  Cowpss. 
'^  fhalltake  into  their  imniediate  confideration  die  (aid oc 
*<  terminate  rights  and  pretenfions,  and  take  and  parfae  L':- 
**  mcafures  as  in  their  judgment  and  difcretion  (hall  bey: 
**  calcniated  to  afceruin  and  fettle  the  fame,  accordlni ; 
•**  the  principles  ^nd  the  terms  and  fttptriations  corKiinrt 
**  the  treaty  of  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixt;-r». 
•«  between  the  faid  Nabob  and  the  fakl  Rajah." 

His  Lordihip  then  obferved,  he  had  a  matter  of  pan  i^ 
portance  to  bring  before  their  Lordihips.     It  was,  1^  i*ti' 
motion  for  papersi  which  would  give  material  informaticr  ^i 
their  Lordihips.      The  debts  of  the  Nabob  of  Afcot,  t 
Lordfhip  faid,  were  divided  into  clafles  ;  there  was  what  vj 
called  the  Old  Loan,  which  was  of  pretty  ancient  fiancai; 
the  Cavalry  Loan,  of  more  recent  date,  and  theDehttocj 
Company,  which  he  fliould  term  the  Public  Debt ;  aods^ 
he  did  fo,  lie  meant  to  call  their  Lordihips*  attentioo  to'^i- 
that  had  pafTed  the  laft  feflion,  which  was  termed  the  Re 
Bill.     Their  Lordfhips  Would  ffecolle£l,  that  at  the  timer.: 
Bill  pafled,  the  Eafl-India  Company  were  dated  to  be  in  m  • 
gent  circumftances,  and  Parliament  had   been  calkdcp* 
remit  the  payment  of , large  fums  then  due  to  thePuM<-| 
dklties,  and  which  fums  ftill  r^mai;ied  unpaid.    Tlwi^)^ 
therefore,  having  been  addkiovuiUy  burdened  for  Ihe  fofj*' 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  being  at  pre(entit«cfKr 
to  a  confiderable  amount,  it  was  fair  to  contend  tharN 
debts  due  to  the  Company  were  in  faS  doe  tothePo^- 
Befides  the  debts  of  the  Nabob  which  he  had  roeatkW.*- 
of  which  therfe  was  no  fufpicioP)  the  Nabob  ftoodioANKi 
very  confiderable  fum  to  the  native  princes  and  landl.** 
in  the  Carnatic,  to  whom  that  Houfe  would  doabtW*  «<-" 
fider  themfelves,  as  much  the  guardians  and  proteA<^ 
fhcy  were  the  guardians  and  protedors  of  the  fttif^^ ' 
home.     There  was  alfo  one  other  debt,  and  that  w«i  ^^'■ 
to  Britifh  fubjefts  for  furtis  lent  and  advanced  inWia*  ^| 
the  y7th  and  38th  fe^ions  *>f  the  ad,  whit*h  hrik*^'"' 
fttad,   it  appeared   that  the  'Court  df  D'n^it'M  ^' 
ordered  -to   injiktti^  'a*eoinp}ote  invoAigvtion  rf***f ',, 
warids,  and  to  give  diredtions  to  their  fcrvanu  in  J"^*' 
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eftahlifli  a  fond  for  the  drfcharge  of  the  Nabob*s  dehts ;  thfe 
language  of  the  aft  was  fo  plain,  that  it  could  not  be  mifun*  . 
derftc5od ;  rumour,  however,  had  beeft  exceedingly  bofy,  and 
had  given  rife  to  fome  fufprcions  which  he  conceived  it  to  be 
the  indifpenfabledutr  of  their  Lordihips  to  inquire  into,  that 
the  Public  might  be  farisfied.  k  was  with  this  view  that  ht 
fhould  move  for  fome  papers  that  would  give  their  Lordfhrps 
-a  full  Opportunity  of  al'certaining  whether  thofe  rumours 
in  citrulation  without  doors  were  well  founded  or  not. 
Orders  had  been  recently  fent  out  'to  India  by  the  Court  of 
Direftors*,  dlreSly  contrary  to  the  exprefs  dire£tions  of  the 
aft  of  Parliament,  in  thefe  three  great  important  particulars  : 
<he  treaty  of  1762,  between  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  Ra- 
jah of  1  anjore,  which  the  a£l  had  dire£led  to  be  adhered  to 
in  the  fettlementof  their  rights,  was  ordered  to  be  violated, 
and  Its  principles,  terms,  and  fjpeculations  to  be  departed 
from ;  the  territories  of  Arnce  ahd  Atticatti-cootee  were 
^rd^ed  to  be  wrefted  from  the  Rajah,  and  the  debt  due  to 
(iidrv'idual  Britiih  fubjefks,  which  was  the  moft  liable  to  im- 
peachment and  fufpicion  of  all  the  Nabob's  debts,  was  ordered 
to  be  difcharged,  previous  to  anv  inveftigation  being  infti- 
tuted  into  the  origin  and  juftice  ox  the  demand,  and  previous 
€6  the  ^kh^rgt  bf  the  debt  to  the  public.  His  Lordfliip  en- 
hfgpi  oil  the  magi^itade  of  thefe  violations  of  the*  flatute.  If 
humour  fpbke  the  truth.  It  was  not  with  any  view  to  crf- 
mlnation,  but  to  know  whether  fuch  rumour  was  well 
fdund^,  thbt  he  meant  to  move  for  certain  papers,  .and 
therefore  He  begged  leave  to  move, 

^  Th»t  tlie  projier  officer  be  direfted  to  lay  before  the 
**  Houfe,  copies  or  extra£ls  of  all  letters  and  orders  of  the 
*<  CMtt  of  DireAors  of  the  United  Eaft-lndia  Company, 
**  \ti  pnrfiranceof  the  injunftion  contained  in  the  27th  and 
•«  38*  'da\4fes  of  an  Aft,  entitled,  «  An  Aft  for  the  better 
"  h^gntatton  and  management  of  the  afeirs  of  the  Eaft-lndia 
^  ConVpUny,  and  of  the  Britifh  pofieffions  in  India ;  and  fbt 
**  eftabKfliing  a  Court  of  Judicature  for  the  more  fpeedy  anft 
*<  efi^uhl  trial  of  perfons  accufed  of  offences  committed  in 
**  the  EaftJridres/' 

Jjoti  Sidney  faid,  he  Was  extremely  forry  to  feel  himfeff  i^rdfid- 
inciipiabte  of  giving  his  confent  to  a  motion^  the  complying  ^^^ 
-V^ith  which  did  not  appear  to  him  likely  to  anfwer  any  ufeful 
purpofe.  Parliament  had  for  feveral  (elCons  been  employed 
in  debating  upon  the  affairs  of  India,  and  it  bad  appeared 
that  thofe  affairs  had  not  been  more  profperous  on  that  ac- 
count. He  coald  not  therefore  conceive,  that  going  into 
their  confideration  again,  jaft  after  they  had  adjufted  a  plan 
^  pfoeeeding  for  the  better  management  of  the  Company *s 
affairs,  would  be  either  wifeor  oeceffiiry;  and  therefore  the 
I  noble 
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noble  Earl  muft  excofe  him  if  he  did  not  give  his  coofan^ 

the  motion. 

Lord  Stpr-       Lord  Stormont  faid,  the  noble  Earl  who  made  die  mocis 

"^'^^        ,had  dated  that  rumours  were  abroad  of  a  Tery  eztraordicirT 

nature ;  tbofe  rumours'  bad  created  a  deal  of  alann,  ri 

..ought  to  he  inquired  into:  that  was  the  aim  propoied  bytb 

prefent  motion. 

j^ofjRjiw-      Lord  Rtnvdon  faid,  that  refufing  to  inquire  intorepcn 

400.  that  created  much  fufpicioni  was  more  likely  to  increafe  ths 

remove  the  fufpicions.     On  the  prefent  occafion  Minificn 

.had  a  delicate  tafk  to  perform.     It  was  their  duty  to  pnrc 

Aate  fecrets  from  being  divulged*     The  papers  called  ik 

might  convey  information  to  the  enemies  of  Great  Brks:, 

and  by  (hewing  thofe  whofe  intereil  it  was  to  comilend6e 

^policy-  of  this  country  in  India,  what  we  were  about,  aei 

what  meafures  we  were  taking  in  the  Carnatic,  teach tka 

bow  they  might  be  the  beft  defeated. 

Lord  Loughborough  fpoke  for  the  motion,  and  hoi 
Thorlow  againft  it.  After  which  it  was  negatived  wtdioeci 
4ivifion« 

^uefJay^  Fehruary  aa. 

The  Bill  for  permitting  the  importation  of  cattle,  ha, 
&c.  from  the  United  States  of  America  into  Newfeandiaoa, 
under  certain  reftri6lions>  being  read  a  iecond  tim^  aod  tbt 
^ueftion  being  put  for  its  commitment. 
Lord  Lord  Lougbbortu^  faid,  he  thought  the  introdu&ipo  c^tbf 

wuj^*^*   Bill  at  this  time  very  improper ;  the  only  pica  that  he  ante- 
'**  fiood  was  urged  in  its  favour,  was,  there  might  be  a  fcarctt 

of  provifioos  at  Newfoundland  this  feafon,  by  which  tbe 
£flxermen  would  certainly  be  diftrefled;  but  that  no  fees 
fcarcity  would  happen,  or  was  probable^  be  would  talenpos 
himfelf  to  aflert ;  yet  even  admittmg  that  to  be  the  cile,  ibe 
neceffitv  for  a  Bill  of  this  tendency  did  not  exifi,  becao&tf 
a£t  had  already  pailed  empowering  His  Majefty  in  Qwsd 
to  iflue  a  proclamation,  making  any  tegulatioos  that  ^^ 
appear  requifite  for  a  limited  time.  Some  people,  he  vote- 
fiood,  had  been  at  infinite  pains  to  condemn  the  bioff^ 
of  the  Navigation  AA,  and  to  ridicule  thofe  who  were  «r^ 
enoueh  to  look  up  to  it  as  beneficial  to  the  country ;  ^' 
withltanding  which,  he  would  confefs  himfelf  one  of  cbo^ 
weak  beings  who  admired  its  conftrudion,  and  wouldgl«il! 
wifh  to  fee  it  prefervcd  inviolate.  Why  Miniften  hai^Jflf'* 
ed  this  meafure  of  a  bill,  which  he  conceived  to  be  an  io' 
fringement  of  the  aft  of  navigation,  in  preference  to  tlx 
ifiTuing  a  proclamation,  he  hoped  the  noble  Lordi  inwbofc 
department  thefe  kind  of  regulations  particular! j  bdoop'i 
would  inform  the  Houfe* 
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Lord  SiJncy  knew  not  what  kind  of  information  the  noble  Lori  Sid* 

Lord  required,  unlefs  it  was  the  hiftory  of  the  bill,  which,  n«y- 

if  that  was  thought  neceflary,  he  would  moft  readily  give 

him. — There  were  Very  few  people,  he  believed,  who  were 

not  convinced  of  the  utility  of  fupportingour  Newfoundland 

fifliery,  and  of  courfe,  when  thofe  who  were  thus,  employed 

were  m  diftrefs,  it  was  h  ghly  neceffary  to  render  them  affif 

tance  if  poffihle.     That  trade,  ferviceable  as  it  was  to  this 

country,  would  inevitably  foon  fall  to  decay,  unlefs  fome 

method  was  taken  to  keep  the  price  of  provmons  within  the 

reach  of  the  fiflierman.  ^   This  was  unfprtunately   not  the 

cafe  hA  fealbn  ;  for  by  an  unlucky  fcarcity,  they  rofe'to  fuch 

a  height,  that  had  not  two  American  veilels  gone  into  port, 

very  few  would  have  been  able  to  have  made  their  voyages. 

When  thefe  veflels  came  in.  Governor  Campbell  was   for 

fome  time  at  a  lofs  how  to  ^&\  but  foon,  however,  and 

wifely  he  thought,  under  the  then  circumflances,  decided  in 

favour  of  the  landing  and  fale  of  their  cargoes;  this  being 

dated  to  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  they  thought  it  neceflary 

to  make  provifion  againft  fuch  a  fcarcity  in  future;  conful'- 

tationshad  been  held  with  the  different  merchants,  who,  his 

Lordfhip  admitted,  had  rather  oppofed  the  prcfent  mejfure  of 

admitting  fupplies  from  the  American  ftutes ;  but  then,  on 

the  other  hand,  when  the  late  Governor,  and  the  different 

officers. were  confulted,  they  declared  very  much  in  its  favour, 

and  upon  their  determination,  it  was  thought  expedient  to 

rnake  the  experiment  for  one  feafon,  which  was  the  whole 

time  the  a6l  was  to  be  in  force — this  was  the  dire£t  hiftory 

of  the  bill,  and  which  had  been  formed  in  the  manner  thought 

the  moft  likely  to  anfwer  the  intended  purpofe.     It  would 

be  in  vain  for  him  to  enter  into  a  legal  conteft  with  the 

learned  Lord,  as  very  few  even  of  the  profeffion  were  able  to 

make  a  ftand  againft  his  abilities;  but  he  would  go  fo  far  as 

to  fay,  that  he  ftrmly  believed,  had  the  learned  Lord  known 

any  a£l  of  Parliament  which  expreffly  foibid  the  impoitation 

of  the  produce  of  a  foreign  ftate  into  our  colonies,  provided 

they  were  conveyed  in  Britlfli-built  fhips,  navigated  by  Britifh 

fubjedls,  he  would  have  ftated  it;  for  his  part  he  knew  of 

none,  nor  did  he  think  this  bill  would  adt  in  the  leaft  contrary 

to  the  ftrift  fenfe  of  the  navigatifon  a<Sl ;  for  thefe  reafons  he 

hoped  their  Lordlhips  would  join  with  him  in  giving  it  their 

fupport.     After  a  fhort  debate  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 

committed. 

Tuefdayj  March  !•  . 

The  Earl  of  Carit/k  faid,  he  had  on  a  former  occafi  op  fufe-  The  J 
mitted  to  their  Lordfliips  a  motion  for  papers  refpedting  t§e  Ca: 
debts  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot.    The  metion  had  been  rcjedted. 

Voi-.XVIIL  B  But 
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Bttt  IS  a  copy  of  thofe  papers  had  been  printed  bj  ^f* 
Pebrett,  it  was  profbable  they  were  in  the  pofleffion  ot  cu:i; 
of  their  Lordihips ;  and  therefore,  the  purpofc  of  makir^  P^- 
liament  acquainted  with  the  iituation  of  aEiirs,  in  coQ-^ 

Jiuence  of  the  conduct  of  the  new  Conimiffiooers,  was  r. 
wered.     But  as  the  principal  point  refpcdiog  the  debts  i;: 
t6  the  real  creditors  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  was  yet  lo  ir 
attaijoed,  he  meant  to  fubmit  to  their  Lordfhtps  a  net.-. 
which  he  conceived  noight  bring  that  matter  to  an  dT.i 
]*3nie  noble  Earl  then  entered  into  an  inveftigation  of  ihec- 
.wry  debt,  the  loan  of  1777,  and  the  fum  due  to  the  Cer.- 
jpapy ;  which  he  went  through  with  great  accuracy,  follo«r: 
th)e',fentiments  of  Mr.  Fox,  as  delivered  on  Monday  ire 
Ijio^^fe  of  Commons,  and  making  fimilar  conclufions  rr^: 
j^'pfiilar  premifes.     There  was  one  fuhjeft  v^hich  he  iha^-: 
j^Qiewhat  new :  it  was  what  the  fer van ts  iu  India,  aik^ 
pSoafj^pf  Control,  called  a  floating  debt.     On  this  ht  fl  ^ 
j(av^'^\,few  words.      He  compared  the  fituation  to  thJ 
^xfjci^jDpf s^  who  had  an  eftate,  in  truft  for  a  minor,  on  ^'^ 
^^fl^^^jthe/j^  were  feveral  claims,  which  he  divided  ioto  :-> 
c]lj(ifl^^^  ju^.^nd  unjuft,     Thofe  which  were  really  c.\:\'' 
I^XSf.u^oXf  ^  doubt  would  put   into  the  mod  fp«:Jy  ^ 
jC^^ual^cfde  of  payment:  thofe  which  were  fiftitiouj,  «r 

iSlifeP/^j^fl  kpiif^*  ^^^y  ^^^^^  naturally  inquire  intol*:''* 
^|}gyydi|9Pf^gfl4,;them,     But,  feys  the  fiaiiious  claimant, 
J350u..^i8j^qjtji9ftaptly  fecure  to  me  my  demand,  1  will  hii^ 
^Bn7f!??P??IF/y4}\i^y  continual  lawfuits;   and  iheretors  :r  • 
i^uf5  jnjtcjif^,  pjpd  the  intercft  of  the  perfon  whofe  cft;te  y^i 
..mW  il9M?^^^P^Y  with  my  requeft.    Would  ^ny ho'  : 

l#P*  »ft  f*»?ft.#J,  ^g''^^  ^i>  ^^^  ^e"^*^^  ^f  \^^  ""Tu-  T 
J^i^h^^^Wfd*,  ^W,iyet  ftrange  to  tell,  a  debt  of  this  k*. 
iW^i}P?^Mh^^  ^  ^^P^  afloat,  aithottgh  ' 

^^(mmUfaonf^^  its  juflice}  and  thcltf^'"* 

/W^fe^??^  ''\  '"  preference  to  ti. 

r^LTOfW  W^3.t}??;?^.?g^^^^^^    th^  '«>!  and  ackno^Wgrtc 
i.%<?'^^S^«:!ft^jrlpAi.  M     »s  the  equity  which  ParI»anKrr 
ifpiga^^  f'mm  ^S^^yQ^jgulatioRS.     as  to  the  uka  0.  u 
'i^^^:PJ91fe^^.^)=^\^^^  ^o  circulate  caflb  mU^- 

*  ^  '  to  conceive  that  Afia  was  ^ 

away  a  certain  qu^"^' 
nSJ^fW^fi^i^fififfi.f^ijp'RWPW'^.^a  more  free  circubu  • 

into  this,  whenever  it  got  mto  the  nands  of  private  indiTiu^ 
The  noble  Earl  faid  be  fhould  not  trouble  their  hxlt: 
any  farther,  but  fubmib  ttt^^'thfir^^MBderation  a  tefc^^^^' 
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The  Lord  Chaneeltor  moved,  that  the  former  motion  made  The  Loird 
y  the  noble  Earl,  and  which  motion  was  n^tived,  fhoiild  Chancellor, 
e  read.     It  was  accordingly  read. 

Lord  fyhlfingbam  rofe.  Tie  faid  to  give  the  motion  of  the  i^ord  Wal« 
oble  Lord  a  dfre£t  negative.  The  fubjedt  had  ailuroed  a  new  fintf""* 
bape  fince  their  Lordfhips  had  formerly  difcuiled  it;  but 
be  noble  Lord's  motion,  in  his  opinion,  was  not  calculated 
o  fu(^ceed  in  any  form.     About  the  a£t  of  Parliament,  to 
rhich  reference  had  been  made,  and  on  which  much  flrefs 
ad  been  laid,  he,  for  one,  was  under  no  fort  of  difficulty, 
lis  Lordfhip  explained  what  was  called  the  cavalry  debt,  by 
bting  the  hSt  which  occafioned  it,  and  the  circumftances  to 
irhich  the  Nabdb  had  been  reduced.     He  (aw  no  doubt  whate- 
ver conneSed  with  this  tranr;t£tion :  it  had  all  the  charac- 
eriftics  of  fairnefs  and  upright  dondu£t ;  and  whatever  might 
lave  been  infinuaied,  he  was  ready  to  pronounce  it,  in  every 
efpeS,  free  from  blame  j  but  it  Was  the  debt  of  the  year 
777  on   which   fo  many  bold  imputations  had  been  laid, 
ie,  for  one,  was  ready  to  admit,  that  fo  early  as  the  year 
769,  the  Company  bad  prohibited  their  lervants  ahroad  from 
legotiating  any  loans  with  any  of  the  native  Princes  what- 
ver.    This  he  owned  was  in  oppofition  to  the  legality,  per*- 
laps  prote£lion,  of  thefe  debts;  and  there  was  no  doubt 
>ut  thefe  debts  had  received  no  credit  from  that  circumftance. 
)ut  apart  from  thrs,  he  was  at  fome  tofs  to  know  what  degree 
>{  turpitude  they  really  poffefied.    He  would  not  pretend  to 
nfwer  or  account  for  what  the  Court  of  Diredlors  had  done, 
riiey  conceived  that  they  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  judging 
or  themfelvej.     But  he  was  perfe6ily  aware  what  the  Board 
if  Control  had  thought  it  their  duty  to  do.    They  owneid 
pmcthing  like  fufpicion  liung  on  th'6  validity  of  the  debts 
ti  <^ueilion.    They  complained  that  matter*  Were  not  morje 
•ei  ipicubus.   They  blamed  whoever  had  any  fliare  in  clouding 
hat,  about  which  InteHigence  was  now  become  of  fo  much 
mportance.     But  what  more  could  they  do?   By  giving  a 
lat  negation  to  the  claims  of  thefe  creditors,  who  can  fay 
trhat  might  not  have  been  the  confequence  ?  A  fource  of  af« 
creation  anc^hoflility  would  ftill  have  been  kept  open.    The 
Darhatic  might  again  have  been  embroiled.    The  circulation 
»f  fpecie  would  have  been  almoft  annihilated ;   and  what  ia 
lis  mind  was  the  wbrll  calamity  Of  all,  the  feelings  of  the 
«fabob  would  have  been  wounded.    He  knew  thefe  debts  to 
«  due  to  many  a  worthy  individual^  and  for  Cervices  of  ma* 
erial  importance.     He  Was  fenfible,  therefore,  how  much  the 
eputation  of  bis'juftice,  his  veracity,  his  honour  might  lotfer 
>y  giving  coun\enahce  tb  tHe  leaft  demur.    And  he  thought 
t  not  in  aii^  degi'^^  dnbecdniiiiig  their  Lordlhips*  attention. 
3ut,  however  much  ig^titi  our  fe^tings^  becaufe  not  in  uni« 
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fon  with  our  habits,  fuch  a  conduft  in  the  fcrvants  of  i . 
Company,  their  condudl  was  perfcftly  confonant  to  tbe  ira 
ners  of  the  country.     It  was  perhaps  impoffible,  all  circw-r- 
ftaoces  confidered,  for  people  who  went  out  of  this  kingdr- 
to  a  territory  fo  remote^  and  aflbciating  with  a  defcriptioc 
men  in  every  refpe(Sl  of  manners  and  habits  diflimilar  to  oi': . 
to  adopt  the  Cime  maxims,  and  preferve  the  fame  uniforir 
of  adlion  in  every  cafe  that  we  did. — He  trufted  theirL:  !• 
fliips  would  make  all  poflible  allowances  for  indviduah  en 
this  predicament.    The  noble  Lord  who  Aated  the  refoict 
which  he  had  propofed  to  the  .  Hoafe.  had   not,  for  vt 
obvious  reafons,  adverted  to  this  part  of  the  argtiment  in :  - 
thing  he  had  faid.     But  he  had  condemned  the  debts  in  r- 
grois,    without  even   adniitting  that  fome  might  be  u-k 
ceptionable,  fuppofing  others  to  be  falfe  or  fraudulent.  The-, 
and  fuch  as  thefe,  were  the  principles  on  which  the  pre:? 
Board  of  Control  had  adled,  in  the  order  they  had  insdc,  ;• 
the  proteftion  they  had  given.     They  deemed  it  highly  ira- 
pedient  to  keep  thofe  debts  longer  afloat,  as  that  was  a  r  • 
cumflance  which  equally  afiefled  the  Company,  the  Ni'"  . 
and  the  Briti/h  Government,    They  were  anxious  for  r- 
ferving  a  peace,  fo  lately  and  honourably,  and  widelv^r:- 
liflied.     1  hey  wifhed  the  country  to  have,  at  leaft,  tc" 
relpite  from  the  cruel  ravages  of  war,  by  which  it  had  her 
long  and  fatally  ravaged,  laid  wafle,  and  Aript  at  once  oi'U 
habitants  and  wealth.     The  minds  of  men  were  alicnaiftl,  ." 
cftrangcd  by  ihofe  mofl  horrid  and  fhocking  fcenes  w!~ 
attended  inteftine  commotions.    And  the  new  Commifi&cr 
confulted  their  own  feelings,  by  facrificing  in  this  nv;  •" 
to  humanity,  what  others  might  probably  imagine,  *iv? 
the  firft  inftance  to  juftice.    On  thefe  motives,  they  had  -' 
in  extending  their  prote<Slion  to  the  debts  in  quefhon.  '1' 
were,  in  his  apprehenfion,  bound  to  fuch  a  condufl»  -*  ■ 
matter  had  been  fo  long  delayed,  and  the  parties  not  ai  ' 
irritated.     He  was  of  opinion,  they  could  not  have  been  c 
wife  prepared  to  anfwer  fpr  the  part  they  had  afled,  orp 
feffed  of  a  reafon,  by  which  to  havejufiified  themlf^fs 
the  event  of  confequences  arifing  from  this  circumfla'-'''' 
the  kind  vt^hich  tliey  chiefly  apprehended.    It  Was,  on  W 
principles,  that  he  flhould  now  difl[ent  from  the  refolution  • 
pofed  by  the  noble  Lord.     It  was  fo  far  from  corrcfp" 
with  his  ideas,  that  he  would  not  only, give  it  his  negaii^f,. 
propofe  the  motion  of  an  adjournmenU 
■       Lord  Stormont  faid,  it  was  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  j«-'"^ 
,  of  a  very  ilrange  kind  had,  by  all  parties,  been  cntenar* 
.  at  leaft  to  a  certain  degree,  on  the  debts  of  the  ]si^^ ' 
Arcot  to  feveral  Britifli  individuals.  He  deCred  theattfr/ 
of  their  Lordfliips  to  what  bad  been  done  by  iheCoor:' 
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^lors.  Thefe  gemlemen,  as  much  ftrangers  to  ajl  pro- 
•nal  acquaintance  with  law  as  his  Lordfliip,  were  however 
shenfive  that  fomething  was  wrong  in  relation  to  thofis 
5.  They  therefore  fet  an  inquiry  on  foot.  They  inter- 
ted  tlieir  fervants  concerning  them.  In  this  kind  of  cor- 
:)ndence,they  had  perfilled  for  years.  Yet  after  all  the 
s  they  had  taken,  they  were  to  this  moment  as  rayfle- 

s  and  unaccountable  as  ever. Notwithftanding  this, 

'  ifTue  their  orders^  that  all  due  iaquifition  into  their  origin 
ht  be  made;  but  their  utmofl  folicitude  was  baffled  ;  and 
•lain,  honeft,  well-meaning  men,  adhering  neverthelefs  to 
r  duty,  mark  their  opinion  of  this  matter  as  full  of.fufpicion 
doubt.  His  Lordihip  declined  taking  up  any  part  of  their 
dfliips*  time  with  the  firft  defcription  of  the  debt  of  the 
.^ob  of  ArcQt,  as  he  .conceived  the  moft  perfe£l  agj-eement 
3ng  all,  that  it  was  wholly  unobje(SlionabIe.    The  Cavalry, 
fecond  fpecies  of  ^ebt,  had  alfo  been  difcufled  at  length  ; 
V  far  the  arguments  which  went  to  juflify  and  elucidate  it 
re  fuccefsfui,  he  would  not  fav;  but  it  was  the  debt  in 
ich  individuals  were  principally  concerned,  10  which  he 
(lied  to  draw  the  attention  of  their  Lordfliips;  and  they 
luld,  he  trufted,  forgive  him,  if  he  called  many  debts .whicn 
ong  to  this  clafs,  fraudulent  and  fidlitious;  he  would  give 
s  name  to  ail  fuch  bills  or  bonds  on  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  '■ 
exceeded  the  fpms  which  he  had  originally  received.   What 
lue  had  been  given  for  procuring  thefe  pecuniary  obliga- 
>ns?  The  noble  Lord,  he  knew,  without  any  improper  in- 
itio.n,  had  notwithftanding  droptanexpreflion  which  ftruck 
s  Lordfliip  in  a  moft  forcible  light.     Thefe  debts,  he  faid, 
trc  agreeable  to  the  cuftom  of  India.     He  ^bought  this  ex- 
effion  might  let  their  Lordfliips  into  the  fecret  hiftory  of 
efe  manoeuvres  much  better  than  any  thing  he  could  fay, 
ought  to  be  confjdered  about  what  time  thefe  debts  were 
)ntrafled,  and  under  what  circumftances.    ^Vhen  the  Court 
:  the  Nabob  fwarmed  with  European  fycophants,  and  bis 
eas  of  ambition  and  aggrandifement  were  excited  and  in- 
amed,  thele  debts   took  place.     The  plain  meaning  of  the 
latter,  therefore,  is,  that  the  Board  of  Control  hath  adlually 
uaraiuied  all  the  money,  by  which  this  Prince,  by  means 
f  bribery  and  corruption,  obtained  the  concurrence  andco- 
peralion  of  the  Companv,  and  their  army  to  invade,  defolate 
nd  conquer  certain  diftridts  in  the  Carnatic  for  the  benefit 
f  the  Nabob.     What  was  this  but  a  reward  which  appeared 
0  him  highly  detrimental  in  the  firft  inftance  to  the  Eaft- 
ndia  Compaay,    but  ultimately  and  particularly  injurious 
otHeftate  in  general,  as  not  only  difturbing  her  tranquillity, 
but  alienating  her  refources,  and  by  that  means  expofing  her 
to  all  thofe  dangers  which  are  hifcparable  from  ati  impotent 

and 
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and  deren<5el6fs  iitaatioh.    Here,  therefore,  was  Aiebe|^is- 
of  the  nev»  *Goirernroent  ofControl,  which  was  tofiiakeb 
fo  different  from  what  it  had  been  in  the  earlier  perk-.4  ' 
our  conoedbon  with  it.     He  congratulated   his  coimtn  | 
the  return  of  the  golden  age,  sOid  the  infinite  advantagr'j 
inrere likeiy  to  derive  from  this  pure  inftitution.    Oochis^'- 
however,  he  fatd»  did  undoubtedly  arife  from  this  nev  u 
f ution.     There  was  now  an  end  put  to  prefents— Thci  y- 
no'ionger  adiliiffible  by  the  fervants  of  the  Company.  H* 
ever,  they  were  ftili  at  liberty  to  fay  to  their  Indian  frer^. 
the  Britiih  Parliament  has^  undoubtedly  put  aflthebu£* 
of  prefents  out  of  the  queflion.    It  is  no  longer  honour. 
or  fafe,  for  us  to  receive  any  gtatutities  of  that  fort  :r 
your  Excellency  may  gratify  us  with  a  bond.    This  waire 
'    Species  ^  corruption  fuccefsfully  put  for  another.    Ws  U  '• 
ikip  then  went  into  the  nature  of  the  confe^uences,  and :  * 
motives  of  the  order  which  had  been  given    bj  the  ra 
Board.    The  firft,  on  which  this  extraordinary  meafnre  t 
foutided,  was  the  inexpediency  of  keeping  the  Nabob's  (ferr 
any  longer  afloat :  this  he  did  not  underftand,  as  it  was  s^ 
ceflary  iri  fome  degree,  i\\^  they  (hould  be  kept  opa  tJ 
they  were  fettled.   The  noble  Vifcount  than  entered  prcti 
Lii^^ely  into  the  detail. 
W-  '-^g^-      Lord  Loughborough  defircd  it  Xo  be  underfldod,  thaf  ki- 
bosoagh.     ^^^  mextx  to  travel  the  whole  debate  over  again,  which  bi 
heen,  he  apprehended,  too  long  already  before  theit  LonJA^ 
"  He  ihould  not  vex  the  dull  ear  of  a  drowfy  roan,"  to  wh'c'- 
£tuation  he  apprehended  the  prefent  fubjeft  had  itdocedtier 
Lordfliips.    The  learnri  Ldrd  therefore  took  up  the  ddrts  - 
fuch  a  point  of  view  as  would  appear  to  a  jury  of  oop 
'    judiced  men  in  a  court  ofe(]uity.     He  demanded  to  kocv, 
if  a  claim  was  made,  whether  the  firft  inquiry  wouMuotbc 
into  the  juftice  of  that  claim,  and  whether  tl^  Court  r<%/-^ 
Bot  think  it  proper  to  have  that  juftice  fubftantiated,  be&r 
there  was  an  order  made  for  the  difcharge  of  the  Mt.^H' 
fiated  the  cafe  of  a  bond  debt,  to  whieh  there  were  esceptis^* 
taken  ;  and  therefrom  arcued,  ttiat  the  claims  of  privat;ii> 
dividuals,  to  whom  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  ftood  indebted)  i*^ 
of  the  legality  of  which  claims  there  were  the  (IrongeH  \^ 
fons  to  entertain  doubts,  fliould  not  be  difcharged  in  ^ 
ference  to  thofe  debts  which  were  really  and  bcnafi  Jue  to 
the  public.     The  (;obje£l  was  now  in  every  man*s  row*'.' 
and  intricate  as  India  affairs  were,  yet  the  book  puhliibalb; 
Debrett  had  fo  far  informed  men's  minds,  by  a  printed  cqp; 
of  the  papers  which  the  Houfe  in  their  wlfdom  ihongte  '- 
proper  to  refufe,  that  fevi*  now  were  vipacqualnted  with  tU 
very  intelligence  the  Commiffioners  wifhed  to  hide  from  ^^. 
eyes  of  the  public.     As  to  the  dcbl$  due  bv  the  Nabob  of 
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:ot  to  individuals,  he  believed  them  to  be  all  fiditious* 
bob  makhg  had  been  a  trade  pF  fonxe  long  ftanding,  ainl 
•fe  unfortunate  Afiatic  facrtfices  were  created  and  un« 
ated  juft  as  the  intereft  of  individuars  pronipted  them  to 
up  or  tumble  down  their  golden  calve$.  The  Nabob  of 
cot,  who  had  got  foipe  infight  into  this  traffic  of  his  bre* 
en,  thought  his  bed  fecurtty  would  be  to  make  bis  life^ 
1  his  continuation  in  power,  of  fucb  values  that  the  de- 
vation  of  either  would  be  a  lofs  inftead  of  a  gain*  Hen$^ 
got  In  debt ;  hence  be  fecured  himfelf  fromthe  ufual  mod^ 
being  depofed ,  and  hence  he  has  become  a  perfon  of  fudi 
ifequence,  as  not  only  to  demand  the  atteottoo,  but  a6lualljr 
;  care  of  Parliament.  The  learned  Lord  then  went  into  a 
ig  invefligation  of  the  fubjed  of  India  aSiiirs,  recapitulating 
lat  he  had  faid  on  a  former  occafion,  and  deilucing  argu.;^ 
:nts  from  the  fubftance  of  Debrett's  publication  of  the  India 
pers,  which  went  to  prove  th^  ill-judged  oonduQ  of  ttiie 
^mmiflTxoners  or  Bo^rd  of  Control,  and  the  fcandalous  prac-^ 
res  of  the  fervants  in  India.  Until  thefe  papers,  fp  colleded 
d  fo  publifhed  by  Mr.  Debiett,  were  contradiSed,  he  thought 
a  great  meafure,  he  was  entitled  to  lopk  upon  them  a3  no 
^ion.  They  bore  the  {ign«tute  of  authenticity,  and  as  yet 
nained  in  proof  with  the  authority  of  the  naotey  of  the 
Dard  of  Control  affixed  to  them.  If  tjbey  were  falfe,  it  wat 
e  hufmefs  of  Government  to  prove  the^  fo;  and  if  th^y 
iiuted,  the  errors  fliould  be  pointed  out;  for  at  prefent, 
cy  were  in  every  man's  poiTeffion;  audit  therefore. becanie 
le  duty  of  Minifters  to  give  to  the  PaUic  their  feotitnents  .on 
le  charges.  For  thefe,  and  other  reafons,  which  the  learpod 
orJ  entered  into,  he  faid^  he  fhould  give  bis  affii'mative  to 
le  motion  made  by  the  noble  Earl. 

The  Lor  J  Chancellor  faid,  the  Houfe  had  heard  very  little  The  Lord 
lat  related  to  the  queftion,  though  a  great  deal  of  converfa*  Chancclkr. 
on  had  taken  place  upon  what  had  not  any. immediate  re- 
ktion  to  ii.  The  quefiion  merely  was,  whether  their  Lord0iips 
rould  come  into  refolutions  about  the  debts  of  the  Nabob- 
f  Arcot,  of  which  debts  they  had  no  knowledge  wbfitever, 
nd  had  but  the  other  day  decided,  that  the  papers  which 
lad  been  ilated  to  conta'm  an  account  of  the  debts  of  tbe 
lid  Nabob,  were  unfit  to  be  brought  under  their  di&u0ion. 
That  was  the  fole  quedion  before  them,  and  that  lay  in  a  very 
larrow  cpmpafs  j  for  the  refolutions  ot  Friday  fe'nnight,  that 
lad  been  read  to  their  Lordfhips,  precluded  them  rrom  tbe 
(offibility  of  going  iRt,o  the  coniider^tion  of  fuch  a  oueftion  ihe 
lould  not  therefore,  he  faid,  help  expreffing)iisaitoni(hco(;iilt, 
hat  noble  Lords,  who  had  but  within  a  day  ox  two  moved 
for  papers,  which  the  Houfe  had  refolved  w/sre  idoproper  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  fhould  com(^  dawn  again,  af)d  offer  (6^ 
the  Houfe  refolutions  grotinded  upon  cexUia  isiSu  relative  to 
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the  fame  fuhjefl:,  of  the  exlftcnce  and  foundation  of  which  f..::, 
the  Houfe  had  not  the  flighteft  veftige  of  proof  before  ib^. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  took  fome  notice  of  what  :.r 
termed  irregular  and  diforderJy  manoeuvres,  which  h2d  kr 
praclifed  that  day  by  noble  Loids,  who  had  fo  Ureiy  k:- 
ported  their  morions  for  papers,  with  arguments  calcuLh, 
to  perfuade  the  Houfe,  that  unlets  the  papers  were  prod 
it  was  impoflible  to  proceed  a  ftep  farther  upon  the  luh 
them,  and  therefore  who  might  have  coniidered  the  deter::;. 
nation  of  the  Houfe  upon  thofe  motions  as  their  declan;:;. 
that  they  thought  the  fubjedk  unfit  to  he  agitated,  ibnJ;  ^^ 
up  in  their  places  with  loofe  and  unauthenticated  jiamr 'vij 
in  their  hands,  and  faying  repeatedly,  that  they  aiTumed  th: 
fa£ls  flated  in  fuch  publications  as  authentic  truths,  r^ 
therefore  called  upon  their  Lordftiips  in  their  colleflivc car:- 
city  as  a  Houfe  of  Lords  to  agree  to  refolutions  turning:!:^ 
gether  upon  the  fafls  fo  affbmed.  He  afked  with  what  rci-r- 
vation  of  refpeft  for  that  Houfe  did  any  noble  Lord  prefu:?: 
to  adopt  a  mode  of  proceeding  fo  contrary  to  order?  Hav:,:; 
put  this  queftion,  he  reprobated  the  pityfulnefs  of  the  iikm], 
of  getting  the  papers  into  print,  which  that  Houfe  had  refjid 
to  have  put' upon  their  table,  and  in  fcvere  terms  reprthem:. 
their  publication  j  declaring,  that  whoever  of  the  EalUlru. 
Direftors  had  handed  them  to  Mr.  Debrett,  had  been  p.li^ 
of  a  fh.imeful  and  fcandalous  treachery  to  that  hody  of  men  wth 
whom  he  afted,  to  his  conftituents  whofe  affairs  he  hzi  bir. 
called  upon  to  diredl,  and  to  the  Public  at  large.  Hed^r^c 
on  this  with  fome  degree  of  energy  and  emphafis,  and  a: 
length  proceeded  to  animadvert  on  what  had  paffed  in  i-e 
converfation,  as  his  Lordlliip  termed  it,  of  the  day,  w^:'- 
tie  faid,  had  been  fo  irrelative  to  the  real  queftion  before  n: 
Houfe,  that  exceptiiic;  a  word  or  two  that  had  fallen  byacc- 
dertt  from  the  noble  Lord  in  the  green  ribband,  of  thenecelvi  > 
of  fending  out  a  countermand  of  the  orders  that  were  gone  n 
India,  not  a  fyllable  had  been  faid  of  the  purpofe  thai  its 
prefent  motion  was  to  anfwer.  He  afked  what  wastheanr. 
of  bringing  forward  fuch  queftions  as  thofe  that  had  be?". 
moved  that  day?  why  would  not  the  noble  Lords  procedn 
crimination  immediately  ;  it  would  be  much  more  manlv  '^ 
come  forward  with  a  charge,  if  any  they  meant  to  Jugj  -' 
than  thus  by  infinuation  and  fide-wind  motions  throw  o«: 
oblique  and  diftant  hints,  that  tended  to  affc<t\  men's  charac- 
ters, and  from  which  it  was  impoflible  for  any  men.  he v- 
ever  unimpeachable  their  condudl,  to  defend  ihemlelv:*- 
But  even  were  fuch  a  motion  as  that  of  the  daf  -^• 
ceded  to,  what  could  be  done  upon  it  ?  Was  it  wiih  . 
Tiew  to  ground  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  His  Majeltv :  > 
remove  the  prefent  Board  of  Control?  Did  not  thcnoh' 
Lords  know,  that  they  as  a  Houfe  of  Lords,  could  do  no(V  : 
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II  fuch  a  buiinefsy  and  if  they  were  to  veie  an  s^drtfs.  td  the 
Z^rown,  the  Crown  had  not  the  power  to  comply  with  jt. 
The  only  poffihle  Parliamentary  proce^djjig,  if  any  noble 
l.ords  thought  the  prefect  Board  of.Control>  unworthy. of 
heir  trulls,  was  to  move^  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  their  removal, 
nd  if  fo,  that  Houfe  would  fcarceiy  be  thought  tbe,fit  place 
or  fuoh  a  motion,  but  nothing  (hort  of  an  a^  jof.j^arliamenc 
ould  remove  Commiffioners  from  a  Board,  inAituted  by.  tl^ 
pecial  authority  of  an  a£t  of]  Parliament.    In  any  other  view, 
hey  were  as  impofiible  to  be  come  at  as  the  CommiiTtooers 
•f  -a.  turnpike,  or  any  other  Commifiioners  appoin/ied  by  .a 
pecial  a£t  of  the  legiflature.     His  Lordfliip  argued  the  con- 
IrufUon  of  the  claufe  in  the  z£t  of  Parliament,  and  went 
retty  much  at  large  into  the  confideration  of  the  nature  p{  tlie 
everal  debts,  ftating  the  difference  between  eaph,  and  decia- 
ing  that  they  had. been  as  minutely  and  carefully  inv^lligated 
>y  the,  Boara  of  Control  previous  to  their  having  ftnt  out  the 
)rders,  as  the  records  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,, which  were 
eplete  with  every  degree  of  information  that  the  fubjedl  ftood 
n  need  of,  would  admit.    Hefpoke  of  the  bonds  tliat  bad  been 
iligned,  and  faid  they  were  a  fpecies  of  funds  as  negociablis 
9  the  French  a£lions,  orour  flocks.   He  difcuffed  the  matter 
>f  Mh  Hallings  having  propofed  to  pay  off  the  wlioie  of  the 
lebt  of  1 7  77,  in  fotido,  upon  the  creditors  confenting  to.  aban- 
lon  2^  per  cent  of  all  their  demands,  and  accounted  .for  that 
»ropolition  not  having  been  accepted,  by  declaring  that  the 
eafon  was  merely  beca'ufe  Mr.  Haftings  had  made  it ;  foe  the 
acSl  was,  Mr,  Haftings  bad  not  propofed  it  compulforyy,  but 
s  a  matter  that  was  feafible,  provided  the  creditors  contented, 
vhich  care  Avas  taken  they  fhould  not  do,  Lord  A^Iacartney 
laving  written  back  from  Madras  to  Bengal  his  reafons  why 
he  plan  could  not  .^e  carried  into  execution,  and  the  very 
irfl  of  tho(e  reafons  was  a  declaration  that  the  Creditors 
vould  not  confent.     He  obferved  upon  one  or  two  things 
hat  had  fallen  from*  Lord  Loughborough,  and   faid,   the 
loble  and  learned   lord  had  complained  of  the  mode  pre- 
cribed  by  the  Board  of  Control  for  objections  to  be  made 
o  the  debts  of  1777,  and  had  appealed  to  men  of  his  pro- 
effion,  whether  the  ordinary  courfe  of  proceeding  in  Courts 
>f  Juftice,  was  not  direftly  the  reverre?  To  which  queAion, 
le  for  one  mufl  anfwer,  he  never,  knew  that  the  ordinarv 
lourfe  of  proceeding  was  the  reverfe.     The  ufual  mode  /of 
eteding  a  fraud,  or  a  collufion,  lieing  for  the  party  ac- 
uftng  to  make  a  charge  and  eilablifh  it  by  proof;  not  (or  a 
aan  to  prove  hinlfelf  innocent,  before  he  was.  accuCed.  :The 
loble  and. learned  Lord  forgot,  that. the  bond  was  a.prefump- 
ive  proof  of  the  validity  of  a  debt.     His  Lotdfliip  faid  far- 
her,  that  was  the  iirft  time  he  bad  i:ver  beafd,  thfit  tb^  ^t 
f  1777,  was  contracted  by  the  Nabob  upon  motives  of  policy, 
VoL.XVIIt.  C  '   and 
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and  with  a  view  to  fccure  himfelf  in  pofieflion  of  his  throp- 
and  dominions,  by  making  it  the  interefts  of  his  creditors  th:t 
he  Aiould  hold  both  the  one  and  the  other.    He  had  ever  on* 
derftood  the  fadt  to  be,  that  the  Nabob  was  extreroeiy  (1<1- 
trefled  at  the  time  the  loan  was  made,    and'  that  be  paij 
the  produce  of  it  into  the  treafury  of  the  Eail-India  Coid- 
pany  at  Madras,  by  way  of  re-imburflng  the  Company  in  part 
of  the  heavy  expences  they  had  been  at  to  conquer  backfrctji 
the  French  his  dominions  and  re- inflate  him  on  his  throne. 
His  Lordfhip  faid  farther,  that  with  regard  to  the  700,000!. 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  faU  the  Nabob  of  ^rcct 
offered  to  fend  over  here  in  the  vear  1 767,  when  a  ncbie 
Duke  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury,  that  was  fcarcelycrs 
dible,  as  the  Nabob,  from  the  circumiiance  he  had  juft  men* 
tioned,  was  400,000!.  in  debt  to  the  Company  at  the  time 
His  Lord/hipalfo  combated  Lord  Loughborough's  anthmerid 
ilatements,  relative  to  the  quantum  of  the  fums  likely  totbt 
paid  in  a  given  time  towards  the  diminution  of  the  iRterdt 
and  principal  of  the  difierent  heads  of  debt,  refpeAing  whidi 
orders  were  gone  out  to  India,  ahd  oppofed  other  cooiputatKn! 
to  them.    He  entered  into  the  argument  relative  to  Lord  Ma- 
cartney's letter,  and  defended  the  Board  of  Control  for  tbt: 
allotment  of  twelve  lacks  of  pagodas  towards  the  difcharpot 
the  Nabob  debts,  on  the  ground  of  Lord  Macartney's  bam^ 
written  home  word  that  the  revenue  of  the  Carnatic  aioooflte^ 
to  thirty  lacks  of  pagodas.* 

The  queftioh  for  adjournment  having  been  withdravrn,tbe 
main  queftion  was  put,  when  their  Lord  (hips  divided, 
Contents  -  -  •         -         -       ^l 

Non-Conterus        -        -        -•        .         -       73 

TuefJaXf  March  aa. 

On  the  commitment  of  the  Bill  for  appoiuting  Cominiffiooe:> 
to  examine  tbe  Fees  of  Offices,  &c. 

Ld.  Lough-  Lord  Loughborough  had  fo  many  objections  to  this  bill 
borough,  that  he  was  free  to  declare  himfelf  averfe  to  it  in  /9<5;  as: 
therefore* hoped  it  would  not  go  any  farther,  but  berqecJti 
in  its  prefent  ftage;  at  any  rate-  there  were  feveral  cbcis* 
that  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  pafs  without  foroe  tr«- 
terial  alterations ;  and  as  he  fufpe<3ed  that  any  amendaens 
propofcd  in  the  Committee  would  be  rejefted,  as  made  at » 
improper  time,  he  would  now  prefs  upon  their  Lordihipst^ 
opinion  of  its  feparate  parts,  and  enter  into  a  general  difcofe* 
of  its  claufes,  as  well  as  its  principle.  He  then,  in  a  fuimna: 
manner,  went  through  the  contents  of  the  bill,  whidi  he  3. 
it  was  almoft  impoilible  to  conjefture  upon  what  ground  t? 
framers  had  introduced.    Three  gentlemen  were  to  be  r 
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>tnted  to  a  fpeclal  commiflion  for  examining  into  the  frauds 
id  abufes  of  the  difFerent  public  offices,  from  the  treafury- 
fice  to  that  of  the  cuftoms  or  thecxcife.— Did  the  framcrs 
ean  to  fay  that  there  did  exift  thofe  enormous  abufes  in 
ly  of  the  puhhc  o£Bces?  Such  an  aflertion  in  print  as  that 
•ntained  in  the  billy  unlefs  printed  under  the  fandlion  of 
irliament,  would  be  deemed  a  libel,  and  the  Attorney  Ge* 
jral  be  ordered  to  profecute  the  publifher  ex  officio  for  the 
me  ;  if  they  did,  tvhat  reafon  had  they  to  fuppofe  Sir  John 
ick,  Mr.  Morrifon,  and  Mr.  Baring,  would  prove  more  im- 
aculate  of  aft  with  great  juftice,  than  thofe  who  at  prefent 
efided  at  the  drfferent  public  boards?  Jt  was  very  far  ffom 
s  intention  to  hint  any  thing  in  the  leaft  difadvantageous 
>  the  charaflers  of  thofe  gentlemen,  but  -he  did  not  think  that 
ly  three  gentlemen  indifcriminately  taken  from  the  Board  of 
ufloms  or  Excife,  would  be  found  inferior  in  integrity,  and- 
I  was  certain  would  be  found  very  fuprerior  in  capacity,  to 
idge  from  their  acquaintance  with  the  bufinefs  of  the  omces, 
hether  there  were  any  abufes,  or  in  what  manner  they  might     ^ 
;  prevented  in  future— But  according  to  this  bill,  thefe  three 
sntlemen,  by  what  magic  they  were  made  fo,  he  knew  not, 
ere  fuppofed  t»  be  competent  to  judge  of  every  ah ufe  that' 
3uld  poflibly  exift ;— every  Board  was  to  be  fubjeft  to  their 
rmmons,   and  undergo  their  examination.— In  what   man- 
er  would  the  noble  Lord  (Sidney)  feel,  if  called  before  this 
"iumvirate,  this  Ephori,  who  migh  aflume  all  the  infolence 
f  officej  and  with  the  arrogance  Ibmetimes  attendant  on  au- 
lority,  alk  hitti,  **  What  are  thefe  abufes  which  you  have- 
'  fufiered  to  go  unchecked  in  your  office;  by  the  clerks  di- 
reftly  under  your  control?"  it  certainly  would  immedi-. 
tely  recur  to  that  noble  Lord  that  he  ought  to  have  remedied 
^at  abufe,  if  it  did  exift ;  and  which  indeed  he  was  of  opinion, 
id  not  exift,  fatisfied  that  the  noble  Lord  was  not  lels  com- 
etent  to  the  duties  of  his  fituation,  than  he  was  ambitious  of 
ifcharging  them  with  fidelity  to  the  public;  or  how  would 
nother  noble  Lord,  who  now  prefided  at  the  Admiralty,  like 
0  undergo,  as  it  were,  an  Old  Baily  exam intit ion,  about  a. 
arccl  of  old  ftores.     This,  in  hisojynion,  was  a  kind  of  re- 
erfing  the  order  of  things,  by  fubjefting  thofe  to  exaroina- 
ion,  whofe  appointments  and  fttuations   in  the  ftate.made 
hem  exarniners;  befides  it  wrfs  very  impolitic  to  give  the 
:aft  reafon  for  the  people  to  leflen  their  confidence  in  thofe 
(fho  are  appointed  to  places  of  public  truft ;  and  how  was  it 
oflible  to  preferve  that  confidence^  if  thofe  in.  power  them- 
;lves,  by  infinuation,  charged  every  public  office  with  fuf- 
sring  abufes  through  indolence  and  inattention,  it  being  well 
nowu  that. the  fuperior  at  every  Board  was  fully  empowered 
0  prevent  them  if  he  chofe  to  exeit  himfclf.— Another'  objec- 
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tion  wa?  to  tlie  claufe  for  obliging  every  perfon  in  ofia:: 
come  and  give  evidence  upon  oath,  becaufe  there  were  Li. 
already,  which  not  only  enafled  that  if  they  took  feesik 
a  certain  Aated  fum,  they  were  not  only  to  lofe  the  phcestiy 
then  held,  but  be  incapacitated  from  ever  holding  acy  pi:;* 
x^haiever  under  government;  this  claufe,  therefore,  went  • 
compel  them  to  a  felf-crimination,  a  thing  which  cominock* 
could  not  enforce-«His  Lordfliip  then  condemned  tlieit*. 
claufes  which  were  apparently  taken  from  the  a&  for  gri-- 
ing  a  fpecial  commiflion  to  the  Commiflioners  for  Accour:, 
entering  very  largely,  and  expatiating  very  fully  on  lis.  • 
ference  of  the  two  commifTions,  and  concluded  a  very  miiii- 
fpccch  by  declaring  himfelf  averfe  to  the  bill. 
Lord  Sid-        Lord   Sidney  faid  the   learned  Lord  was  much  roiii:-^'^ 
'^^y*  in  fuppofing"  any  objeftion  would  be  made  to  any  sa^i^  • 

ments  which  might  be  offered  in  the  Committee;   if  iitt:. 
fhould  be  found  that  any  of  the  claufes  required  it,  fvr.*^ 
noble  Lord  would  certainly  be  at  liberty  to  propofe  wh:> 
ever  alterations  he  fhould  think  proper;  and  indeed  there  «ij 
one  claufe  that  the  noble  Lord  had  objedled  to,  which,  if  it 
was  as  he  ftated,  undoubtedly  ought  to  be  amended,  be  nw:*: 
that  which  it  was  faid  would  oblige  a  man  to  criminate  him:.  > 
as  fuch  a  thing  never  could  be  intended,  nor  in  his  mind  ^'' 
ought  to  pafsinto  a  law.   He  was  much  indebted  \o  tbc/!rv> 
Lord  for  that  anxiety  which  he  had  exprefled  for  his  i:i^«'- 
going  what  he  conftdered  as  derogatory  to  him  ;  but  be: J 
not  teel  it  himfelf  as  any  thing  difagreeable,  nor  flioulJ  U 
to  undergo  any  examination  whatever.     As  to  the  infirx^ 
tions  which  the  hill  way  faid  to  contain  againft  the  [w^  < 
offices,  there  might  perhaps  be  difcovercd  one ;   on  -n  :r- 
veftigation,  perhaps  two  or  three,  where  thofe  fufpefid  iiw-^ 
did  actually  exift.     It  would  have  been  invidious  to  H'- 
pointed  thofe  out,  and  therefore  it  was  thought  beft  to  fc^ 
jb6t  the  whole  to  an  inquiry.     He  was  fully  convinced  t's 
^jiublic  would  receive  great  benefit  from  this  bill,  for  althcw;!) 
-it  might  be  very  true,  there  was  fufficient  power  alreaJv  5^ 
dorreft  any  abufes,  yet  this  would  be  found  to  a6ias  alp-' 
and  invigorate  thofe -who  have  been,  and  might  have  ft»il  9^ 
tinued  indolent  without  it.     Such  being  the  cole,  he  lH>p<*  ^ 
^Jrould  be  permitted  to  go  into  the  Committee,  mbtn  t^-^* 
Lordfhips  would  be  able  to  judge  of  the  propriety,  oi  ifflp'*" 
j^rtety  of  any  amendment  which  might  be  offered* 

Sofhe  farther  debate  took  place  on  which   feferal  oob!e 
Lords-  fjpoke,  after  which  the  Bill  was  committed. 

Jbur/Jay,  April  1. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refelvc  itW' 
iiito  a  Committee  of  the  wtible  Houf^,  on  the?  Bffl  fcf  'P* 
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pointingCommifliotiers' to  inquire  into  the  fees,  perqaiiite% 
gratuities, &c.  of.derksin  omcei 

L,€>rd*Sidn£y  ftatsd  the  purport  of  the  bill,  which  was,  that  LovdSid-' 
makingvfuch  regu4ationS'in  the  departments  of  the  different^^Y' 
Bees  under  the  Crow4i,  as  ihould  prevent  thofe  illegal  fees j, 

rather  extorted  griituities  which  were  exatSed  by  clerks  in 
ilce«  on  th&tranfa^ion  of  public  badnefs.  Some  noble  Lords, 
hen  this  matter  firfl  came  into  debate,  objected  againd  the* 
:tenC  of  power  which  thebill  gjcve  totheCommiflioners  and 
lougbt  it  militated  againfV  the  principles  of  that  freedom  on^ 
hlch  the  conftitution  was  founded*  The  claufes,  it  was  true,. 
y  the  ingenuity  of  lexical  inferences,  might  be  confti^ed  into 
iat  coniequeuce;  but  in  the  plain  common  underftanding  of 
leir  fenfe,  they  certainly  had  not  any  fuch:  intent  or  mean>- 
«g.  However,  that  thofe  cJaufes  might  be  cleared  of  every 
Ircumftance  which  could  give  oiience  or  caufefufpicion^  he 
ad  fcveral  amendments  to  propofe,.  which  he  truiled  would 
crnove  all  objcflions  of  the  nature  of  thofe  already  made, 
iuch  bad  been  faid,  either  for  mere  objedUon,  or  perhaps^, 
hrough  fear  of  the  4ifag(eeable  circumftances  attending  the* 
ower  which  was  given  to  the  Gommillioners  to  call  peopk^ 
rom  Brighthelmilone,  or  any  other  place  of  amufement,  or 
alutary  ruftication,  which,Jie  hoped  would  be  done  away  by 
he  amendment  he  had  to  propofe.  The  amendment  was  ta 
lonfine  the  powers  of  the  new  Commiflloners  to  the  citie& 
)f  London  and  WeAniinfter.  In  refpedl  to  other  objeAionsy 
ic  truiled  they  would,  by  what  he  had  to  propofe,  be  alfo 
lone  away;  and  that  the  bill,  would  be  fo  modelled  as  to 
iniwer  its  intent  according  to  the  wi(hes  of  every  noble  Lord^ 
Aho  thought  3  reform  reqjaifite* 

Lord  Loughborough  thought  it  would  be  requiiite  to  make  Ld.  Lcn*Kh- 
an  alteration  in  the  preamble ;  or  that  the  noble  Lord  fliould     *^®"^  ' 
tird  liiove  to  have  the  preamble  poftponed,  be&Mre  he  offered 
bis  amendments. 

Lord  Sidfuy  faid,  that  fuch  was  the  regular  mode^  and  he  I-»^^l  SU- 
niov^d  accordingly.  "^^^ 

The  clerk  then  began  to  read  the  bill  claufe  by  claufe,  and 
amendments  were  ntoved  to  thofe  intended  to  be  altered,  by 
Lord  Sidney.  In  the  courfe  of  this  bufinefe,  the  Chancellor^ 
Lord  Loughborough,  the.Duke  of  Richmond,  and  Lord  Stor- 
mont|  were  up  feveral  times,  and  the  converfation- became  fo 
often  the  ^ro  and  con  reply,  rejoinder,  and  ailertion,  that  it  is 
impofiible,  W4th  any  degree  of  accuracy,  to  follow  their  Lcrd- 
ihipS|  or  to  attempt  giviisg  from  memory  the  various  amend- 
ments, and  the  many  remarks  that  were  made  upon  them. 
The  fpeakers,  as  the  Chancellor  mentioned^  were  often  irre* 
gular,  and  argued  on  the  whole  bill,  when  only  a  particular 
claufe  vyas  parliamentarily  before  them.  It  W»s  a  kind  o(argu« 

menc 
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ment  which  it  is  impoflible  to  give  in  the  regular  form  of  (k- 
bate,  and  therefore  we  (hall  only  attempt  the  ootlines. 
M.  ijoTigh-      Lord  Loughborough  thought  that  the  amendment  of  **  thofc 
borough.     i(  iQirhohad  any  dealings' with  government,"  was  too  extenfiTC, 
it  comprehended  every  body,  and  every  thing,  and  went  to 
ali  defcriptions  of  men* 
Lord  Chan-      The  Chancellor  amended  the  amendment,  by  adding,  **  or 
cJior.         „  tranfaaioas/* 

Ld.  6tor-  Lord  Stormont  was  not  fatisfied  with  this.  He  faid  it  in- 
most, duded  all  ambaffadors,  the  two  noWe  Dukes  who  fat  together 
(Richmond  and  Manchefler)  as  well  as  the  prefent  and  the 
late,  and  the  former,  and  every  Secretary  of  State ;  and  that 
it  went  to  the  moft  dangerous  purpofes>.  by  giving  power  to 
three  men  to  call  upon  perfons  who  were  ambailadors,  to 
know  what  thefe  or  their  clerks  had  done.  Tronfa&ioos 
meant  any  thing  that  was  done. 
Dukf  of  xhe  Duke  of  Richmond  ftated'  the  ptirport  of  the  bill,  and 

KichmonJ.  ^^  neceffity  that  there  was  for  a  reform  in  office.     This  was 
a  matter  which  every  noble  Lord  knew,  and  he  was  furprized 
to  Tee  objeftions,  inftead  of  amendments,  t)n  fuch  a  fabjed. 
It  was  hitherto  the  praftice  of  oppofition  to  take  up  the  caufc 
of  the  people,  to  arraign  the  condud  of  adminifiration,  for 
the  heavy  expences  of  government,  and  for  the  Tcnality  and 
corruption  of  office.     B^it  the  fcene  was  now  changed,  and 
oppofition  found  themfelves  hurt  that  there  was  to  be  a  re- 
form of  office,  and  an  endeavour  to  deftroy  that  which  fo 
much  injured  the  pockets  of  the  people.     If  the  amendmeot 
propofed  was  wrong,  the  true  way  was  to  offer  thofe  which 
would  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  bill  in  a  more  ample  ODanner. 
To  ohjedl  to  a  claufe  without  offering  a  better  one,  had  all  the 
appearance  of  oppofition,  merely  for  the  fake  of  difiering  in 
opinion, 
j.il.  i^^"o'^-      Lord  Loughborough  faid,  that  he  had  in  vain  looked  for  1 
*>i«'^3  •     claufe,  which  /hould  make  It  in  its  amended  ftate,  efiechuL 
He  confefled  that  the  amendments  had  now  fo  totally  altered 
the  bill,  that  it  appeared  quite  harmlefs ;  but  ftill  it  wanted 
fome  claufe  to  give  power  to  the  Commiffioners  to  enforce 
obedience  to  their  orders.     At  prefent  when  they  iflbed  their 
fummons,  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  direftei,  had  only  to 
reply  that  he  diJ  not  chafe  to  obey  the  call ;  and  that  as  the 
ad  had  not  enforced  any  penalty,  he  poflefled  a  legal  freedom 
to  refufe  his  attendance. 
Duke  of  The  Duke  of  Richmond  thought,  that  refufing  to  obey  an 

Richmond.  ^^^  of  Parliament,  was  a  mifdemeanour  againft  the  l^flature, 
although  there  was  no  compulfory  claufe. 

Lord  Loughborough  fmiled,  and  fhook  his  head, 
T-ord  stor-       Lord  Stormontf  in  the  courfe  of  what  he  had  faid,   alwav? 
called  the  CommifTioners  by  the  appellation  of  Inquifitors, 

Lo: 
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Lord  £iVifry  faw  ho  more  reafon  for  calling  the  Comtnif- lor3  sil- 
fl  oners  Inquifitors,  than  he  conceived  there  was  caufe  for  ^^2* 
ippreheniion  or  fear  in  any  of  the  late  Secretaries  tadreadtbe 
power  of  thofe  Ini^uifitors. 

'Tuefday^  May  31, 

A  conference  with  the  Commons,  to  receive  a  printed  copy 
Df  the  evidence  given  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfeof  Commons, 
9n  the  Iriih  propofitions* 

Friday^  yune  3. 

k  being  now  moved,  that  the  bill  for  impoling  a  duty  upon 

ihops  ihould  now  be  committed, 

Lord  Vifcount  Stormont  rofc,  and  trufted  to  the  indulgence  Lord  VTI^ 
of  their  Lord/hips,  while  be  offered  fuch  obfervations  to^^""^^"'^- 
their  attention  as  had  occurred  to  him  on  the  tax  propofed..  It  ^^^^' 
appeared  to  him,  in  every  refpedl,  derogatory  to  that  great  and 
leadmg  principle  of  ju&ice^  and  equality,  which  ought  to  dif- 
criminate  the  entire  management  of  our  Rnances.  He  ^- 
knowledged  the  exigencies  to  which  we  uere  reduced.  Ic 
was  neceiTary  to  accumulate  as  much  .to  the  treafury  as 
poffible.— The  profperity  of  the  ftate  was  intimately  conAefted 
with  its  credit ;  its  credit  depended,  to  a  certain  degree,  on 
the  probability  of  leflening  the  national  debt ;  and  in  propor- 
tion as  that  pR>fpe£l  was  real  or  falfe,  this  country  was  likely 
to  fupport,  or  lofe  its  rank  and  confequence  aipong  the  nations 
of  Europe,  He  did  not  wifh,  however,  to  carry  this  prin- 
ciple to  fuch  an  unwarrantable  length  as  that  the  burden 
mufl  be^laid  on  one  clafs  of  individuals  exclufively  of  others. 
He  conceived  the  prefent  tax  to  be  altogether  a  houfe  tax. 
Their  Lordships  could  not  but  recoUeft  that  the  tax  on  houfes^ 
extorted  from  this  body  of  men  much  more  than  their  fhare. 
The  ihop  tax  was  an  addition  to  that  very  heavy  burden*. 
And  he  would  appeal  to  their  Lordfhips,  whether  it  became 
them  to  turn  a(ide  from  the  broad  and  beaten  path  of  juftice, 
to  aggravate  the  paflions  of  men,  who,  in  their  humble  fitu- 
ation,  could  hardly  earn  a  deeent  livelihood,  or  at  leaft,  whofe- 
profits  were,  of  all  others,  lead  able  to  afford  any  additional 
duties.  It  had  lately  been  fafliionable  to  talk  of  perfonat 
taxation,  in  oppofition  to  that  which,  in  the  language  of  old 
theories,  was  denominated  circuitous  taxation*  This  was  a 
mode  of  raifing  money  on  the  fubje6l,  by  which  it  was  obvious- 
who  fbould  pay,  and  what  was  expe^ed  from  the  perfons* 
thus  bordeneid*  He  would  not  enter  into  any  critical  invefti- 
gation  on  the  technical  language  of  fpeculat|ve  Financiers; 
but  it  flruck  him,  that  where  equality  was  to  be  obtained  as 
nearly  as  poi&blpi  the  more  eafily  any  tax.  could  be  coUeftedl. 

Thifr 
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mcnt  which  it  is  impoffible  to  give  in  the  regular  form  of  de- 
bate, and  therefore  we  (hall  only  attempt  the  outlines. 
La.^jongK-      Lord  Loughborough  thought  that  the  amendment  of  **  thofe 
borough.     44  iQirhohad  any  dealings- with  government,**  was  too  eictenfivc, 
it  compreAiended  every  body,  and  every  thing,  and  went  to 
all  defcriptions  of  men. 
Lord  Chan-      The  Chancellor  amended  the  amendment,  by  adding,  "  or 
cJlor.         41  tranfaaioas.'* 

Ld.  6tor-  Lord  Storm^nt  was  not  fatisfied  with  this.  He  faid  it  in- 
moat.  duded  all  ambaffadors,  the  two  noble  Dukes  who  fat  together 
(Richmond  and  Manchefler)  as  well  as  the  prefent  and  ths 
late,  and  the  former,  and  every  Secretary  of  State ;  and  that 
it  went  to  the  moft  dangerous  purpofes^  by  giving  power  to 
three  men  to  call  upon  perfons  who  were  ambailadors,  to 
know  what  ihefe  or  their  clerks  had  done.  Xranfaclions 
meant  any  thing  that  was  done. 
Dukf  of  Tfhe  Duke  of  Richmond  ftated"  the  purport  of  the  bill,  and 

Kxchmond.  ^^  neceffity  that  there  was  for  a  reform  in  office.     This  was 
a  matter  which  every  noble  Lord  knew,  and  he  was  furprizcd 
to  fee  objeftions,  inftead  of  amendments,  on  fuch  a  fabjeft* 
It  was  hitherto  the  pradlice  of  oppofition  to  take  up  the  caofe 
of  the  people,  to  arraign  the  condu£t  of  adminiftration,  for 
the  heavy  expences  of  government,  and  for  the  renality  and 
corruption  of  office.     Bat  the  fcene  was  now  changed,  and 
oppofition  found  themfelves  hurt  that  there  was  to  be  a  re- 
form of  office,  and  an  endeavour  to  deftroy  that  ^rhich  fo 
much  injured  the  pockets  of  the  people.     If  the  amendment 
propofed  was  wrong,  the  true  way  was  to  offer  thofe  whkrh 
would  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  bill  in  a  more  ample  manner^ 
To  objedl  to  a  claufe  without  offering  a  better  one,  had  all  the 
appearance  of  oppofition,  merely  for  the  fake  of  difiering  in 
opinion. 
r»l.  LouV.i-      Lord  Loughborough  faid,  that  he  had  in  vain  looked  for  a 
-  '°"''  *     claufe,  which  fhould  make  It  in  its  amended  ftate,  efiedoal. 
He  confefTed  that  the  amendments  had  now  fo  totally  alter^ 
the  bill,  that  it  appeared  quite  harmlefs ;  but  ftill  it  wanted 
fome  claufe  to  give  power  to  the  Commiffioners  to  enforce 
obedience  to  their  orders.     At  prefent  when  they  ifibed  their 
fummons,  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  dired^ei,  had  only  to 
reply  that  he  did  not  chufe  to  obey  the  call ;  and  that  as  the 
aft  had  not  enforced  any  penalty,  he  poflefled  a  legal  freedom 
to  refufe  his  attendance. 
Duke  of  The  Duke  of  Richmond  thought,'  that  refufirtg  to  obey  an 

Richmond,  ^q^  of  Parliament,  was  a  mifdemeanour  againfl  the  legtflature, 
although  there  was  no  compulfory  claufe. 

Lord  Loughborough  fmiled,  and  fhook  his  head. 
Lord  stor-       Lord  Stormontf  in  the  courfe  of  what  he  had  faid,   always 
called  the  Commiflioners  by  the  appellation  of  Inquifitorx. 

Lord 
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Lord  Sidney  {^vr  ho  more  reafcn  for  calling  the  Comtnrf- lord  SiJ^- 
iiers  InquifitorSy  than  he  conceived  there  was  caufe  for  ^^i^- 
jrehenfion  or  fear  in  any  of  the  late  Secretaries  to  dread  the 
virer  of  thofe  Ini^uifitors. 

'7uefday^  May  31, 

A  conference  with  the  Commons,  to  receive  a  printed  copy 
the  evidence  given  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons, 
1  the  Irilh  propofitions. 

Friday^  June  3. 

being  now  moved,  that  the  bill  for  impollng  a  duty  upon 

fhops  ihould  now  be  committed^ 

Lord  Vifcount  Stormont  rofc,  and  trufled  to  the  indulgence  Lord  VTT. 
•  their  Lordlhips,  while  be  offered  fuch  obfervations  to  ^^""^  ^^^'' 
leir  attention  as  had  occurred  to  him  on  the  tax  propofed..  It  '"°"^' 
speared  to  him,  in  every  refpedl,  derogatory  to  that  great  and 
ladmg  principle  of  ju&ice^  and  equality,  which  ought  to  dif- 
riminate  the  entire  management  of  our  Rnances.  He  iK:- 
nowledged  the  exigencies  to  which  we  were  reduced.  Ic 
ras  neceiTary  to  accumulate  as  much  .to  the  treafury  as 
oflible.— The  profperity  of  the  ftate  was  intimately  conrtefted 
^ith  its  credit;  its  credit  depended,  to  a  certain  degree,  011 
he  probability  of  leflening  the  national  debt  9  and  in  propor- 
ion  as  that  pR>fpe£l  was  real  or  falfe,  this  country  was  likely 
o  fuppoFt,  or  loie  its  rank  and  confequence  aipong  the  nations 
)f  Europe.  He  did  not  wifh,  however,  to  carry  this  prin- 
riple  to  fuch  an  unwarrantable  length  as  that  the  burden 
nufl  be^laid  on  one  clafs  of  individuals  excluAvely  of  others, 
ble  conceived  the  prefent  tax  to  be  altogether  a  houfe  tax. 
Their  Lordfiiips  could  not  but  recoUeft  that  the  tax  on  houfes 
extorted  from  this  body  of  men  much  more  than  their  fhare. 
The  ihop  tax  was  an  addition  to  that  very  heavy  burden*. 
And  he  would  appeal  to  their  Lordfhips,  whether  it  became 
them  to  turn  afide  from  the  broad  and  beaten  path  of  jufticc, 
to  aggravate  the  paflions  of  men,  who,  in  their  humble  fitu* 
ation,  could  hardly  earn  a  decent  livelihood,  or  at  leaft,  whofe 
profits  were,  of  all  others,  leaft  able  to  afford  any  additional 
duties.  It  l»d  lately  been  fafliionable  to  talk  of  perfonat 
taxation,  in  oppofition  to  that  which,  in  the  language  of  old 
theorifts,  was  denominated  circuitous  taxation*  This  was  a 
modeof  raifing  money  on  the  fubje6l,  by  which  it  was  obvious- 
who  ihould  pay,  and  what  was  expe«ed  from  the  perfons* 
thus  bordeneid.  He  would  not  enter  into  any  critical  invefti- 
gatioQ  on  the  technical  language  of  fpeculat^ve  Financiers; 

but  it  ftruck  him,  that  where  equality  was  to  be  obtained  as 

nearly  as  poi&blei  the  more  eafily  any  tax,  could  be  colleftedl.. 

Thifr 
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'  Tiifs  clrcmnftaTice  oaght  to  tiperste  in  its  'favour.    fBot  th^ 
rdanger  wasr  of  being  rotiledbythis  oh^6€t  fronkfpBSCGal  to  par- 
ticular fources  of  taxation.    This,  at  ^rft  iight,  was  fe  hi 
from  being  general,  that  no  very  .oxtenfive  body  cyf  indiYi- 
duals  would  be  afFefled  by  it.   This  was  a  very  fertile  fourcs 
of  objedlion  and  complaint. againil  the  tax  in  queftion.     He 
knew  not  from  what  motive,  but  it  had  lately  become  a  fruit- 
ful topic  of  oflentatious  remark^  that  the  refources  of  this 
country  feemed  fo  exceedingly  inexhauftible.  that  they  oulv 
who  knew  them  from  an  acquaintance  with  all  our  intereiVs  n 
.  detail,  could  have  any  idea  or  conception  of  what  they  were 
capable  of  producing.  He  washappy,  that  fuch  was  the  iltuatioii 
of  our  finances.     He  truftedthe  projeft.'Was  not  a- fallacious 
ooe,  but  he  could  not  r^concileia  coovi&ion  of  It  with  the 
impofition  it  prefent  in  the  contemplation  of  their  JLordih  ips. 
It  betrayed,  in  his  opmton,  a  fofpioion,  .whith  be  hoped  was 
not  founded,  bat  whieh«wasflOt  byiany  means  favourable  to 
•  the  prefent  fituat ion  of  our' finances. —He  adverted  to  the 
impolicy  of  this  mode  of  taxation,  which  was  held  forth  co 
thoie-wno  thouG;ht  themselves  aggrieved  p  the  hopes  of  a  repeal 
againft  next  feftion.    What  was  thisJmt  an- acknowledgement 
ot  extreme  nece&ty  on  the  .one  himd,  and  the  ^weaknefs  of 
Government  on  the  other.     He  was-  none  of  thofe .  who  r^ 
joiced  in  the  debility  of  fuch.  as  held  the  reins  of  Govern- 
ment.— He  was  at  liberty  to  afTume  a  iioeere  dedre  of  the 
profperity  of  the  Empire,    which  could  .not  take  place,  but 
under  an  adminiftration  of  energy  and  weight.   /This  alcnc 
-would  enable  them  to  impofe  the  burdens  of  the  public  wil'i 
-equality  and  impartinlity. — The  tax  under  conGderation  was, 
in  his  opinion,  flagrantly  and  obviouily  unjuft.   That  it  wouL 
fall  on  the  conlumer,  in  his  apprenhenfion,  only  aggrarateJ 
theabfurdity  with  which  the  general  meafure  was  chargeable. 
The  natura  of  retail  bufinefs  run  fo  niucli  into  detail,  the 
various  articles  fold,  were  fold  in  fuch  various  quantities,  tliaC 
this  way  of  alleviating  the  matter  was  purely  ideal.     Moit 
people,  at  leail  many,  would  over -rate  their  goods  oat  of  a'l 
proportion;  and  then  the  public  would  pay  a  hundred  fold 
more  than  the  revenue  would  receive. —There  were,  however, 
he  would  prefume,  not  a  few  who  might  not  demand   mor? 
than  barely  would  be  laid  on  the  tax;  fo  that,  in  this  view 
-of  the  cafe,  it  would  operate  as  an  impofition  on  booefty«an 
.excitement  to  extortion.   He  thought  the  tax  a  very.impioper 
.one,  and  one  altogether  inconfillent  with  that  liberality  and 
attention  to  the  general  fituation  of  the  community,  whicli 
-ought  to  be  the  great  and  only  rule  of  raifing  money  on  the 
.  fubjedl.«*-He  had  thus  delivered  his  fentiments  with  candour, 
.and  not  without  rcludance,  as  he  was  aware  of  the^xigencts 
.of  the  country;   and  not  willing,  without  indiipenlaWc  ne- 
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beflity,  oF  giving  any  d))pofiti6D  to  roeafures  which'are^he 
confequence  of  that  exigence.  He  was,  at  the  fame  time^ 
teady  to  do  his  duty,  and  feeling  hlmfelf  called  upon  to  fignify 
his  diflike  of  this  tax,  he  hoped  he  had  done  it  with  decency. 
He  was  not  difppfed  to  make  any  motion,  but  would  leave 
What  he  had  faid  to  the  confidbration  of  their  Lordihips, 
who,  he  was  fenfible;  would  give  it  all  the  confideration  to 
which  it  was  entitled. 

Lord  Sidnfy  believed  all  their  Lordfliips,  as  well  as  himfelf^  Lbri  Sij« 
Were  feniible  of  the  verv  liberal  manner  in  which  the  noble  "•y* 
Lord  had  ftited  his  objeAioni  to  this  tax.     His  LordJhip 
iwas  not  inclined  to  raife  2^ny  clamour  ot  popular  diflufbance^ 
by  exciting  the  general  difguft  againft  the  tax  on   ihops4 
1'hisy  he  was  for  one,  very  willing  to  give  his  Lordihip  full 
credit  for ;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  noble 
Lord  was  one  in  thofe  councils  in  which  thefe  exceffive  bur-> 
dens  originated.     He  would  not  give  the  war  any  name; 
but  every  roan  inight  be  fenfible  by  whom  all  this  expence 
Jiath  been  created.    It  was  farther  an  aukward  circumftance 
for  his  Lordfhi[^,  that  any  opposition  to  a  meafure  which  was 
bccafioned  only  by  his  Lord/hip  and  thofe  who  aded  with 
him;-  ^ho  was  to  blamh  for  exciting  an  old  and  faft  friend  to 
this  country,  to  become  one  of  its  moft  inveterate  enemies*   ^ 
All  objetSlions;  therefore,  againft  this  tax,  from  fuch  a  quar- 
ter^, he  hoped  would  fall  light.     He  infifled,  notwithftanding 
ivhat  had  been  urged  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  the.tax  would 
iiltimately  f^ll  on  the  confumer.     He  wifhed  the  noble  Lord, 
and  thofe. on  the  fame  fide.  Would  take  an  example  from  the 
Minifter,  or  pro^^ofer  of  this  tax.     His  manly  condudl  when 
the  reteipt  tax  was  brought  forward,  was  an  example  which 
ou^ht  to  be  followed.     He  would  not  enter  farther  into  the 
bbjedlions  of  the  noble  Lord ;  they  appeared  to  him  altogether 
inconclufive,  and  he  would  hope  they  could  have  but  little 
weight  with  their  Lord/hips. 

Lord  Stormoht  replied,  he  was  utterly  unable  to  fay  what  Lorastot* 
connedtion-  the  mode  of  argumentation  ufed  by  the  noble  »o»^* 
Lord  had  with  the  point  in  debate.     He  had  fubmitted  to 
their  Lordffaips  his  opinion  of  a  tax,  which  he  conildered  as 
tinjuft,  partial,  and  oppreffive ;  and  thefe  are  anfwered  with. 
What  was  the  origin  of  the  American  war?   This  anfwer,' 
in  his  opinion,  would  equally  defeat  every  fuggeflion  that 
could  be  urged  on  this,  or  any  other  {\xh\tGt  which  mighc 
come  under  die  confideration  of  their  Lordihips*    He  replied 
to  what  had  been  hinted  about  the  manlinefs  of  the  Minifter's 
conduft.     He  had  only  juft  hinted  diflilce,  and  then  voted 
for  the  taxi  but  had  the  meannefs  to  leave  the  refponlibility 
of  it  on  tl^  flioulders  of  thofe  not  in  office* 
VolXVIIL  D  Lord 
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Lord  Lord  Lougbhar^igb  reiernsd  to  a  rmaoiir  whieh  be   Ini 

b^'o^u^li      ^^*''^»  "^^"^  ^***  **■*  "»  qoeftion  was  fopportcd  wkh  the  certaio 
"^"^  '     prorpedl  held  forth  in  public,  that  it  fliould,  next  ieffion^  be 
repeated.     He  was  in  hopes  Aicb  a  ruraoiir  was  void  of  aU 
foandation ;  bot  it  feetned  not  improbable,  from  what  had 
Iiappen(?d  in  the  taxes  of  laft  year. — He  inftanced  in  that  part' 
of  the  fullian  ffianuraftttPe',  and  that  relatir^to  thedifitUeries 
in  Scotland.     The  gentlemen  concerned  in  this  valuable  and 
flooriihing  manufat^ure  were,  fertunaiel j,  men  of  great  re- 
fpedabiiity  I  both  from  the  extent  of  tbeir  foftuoe,  their  well 
known  abiitty,  their  miiverfal  credit,  and  their  private  worth 
and  integrity,     Thefe  gentlemen  exerted  therafelvet  in  foch 
a  manner 'as  to  procure  a  repeal  of  this  obnoxioas  tax;  but 
had  they  been  in  a  lower  fitaation,  and  in  lefs  affluent  cir- 
cumflance!^,  what  had  been  the  confeqtience  ^    Wosld  nor 
this  inanufaAure  have  been  totally  and  for  ever  lofl  to  t!ie 
country ;  the  owners,  in  all  probabtlityy. ruined;  and  the  biu1« 
litude  of  individuals  thus  employed,   driven  So  emigrate? 
Tills  dreadful  efFe£t  would,  he  doubted  not,  be  at  leaft  par** 
tially  felt  from  the  prefent  impoiition.     In  the  aA  relating 
to  the  diflillery  of  Scotland^  a  claufe  had  lad  year  been  in* 
ferted,  by  which  the  landholders  of  that  country  vrere  to  be 
made  refponfible  for  their  tenants^  and  loaded  with  the  pe« 
nplty  annexed  to  an  iRicit  ia&  of  ftiMs,  bj  any  one  who  rent* 
ed  .ill  acre  of  their  land.    This  abfurdlaw  excited  the  ma« 
giftratcs  every  where  to  oppofe  it,  and  it  accordingly^  was 
never  exrcuted.     Nor  could  any  thing  have  quieted  the  minJs 
ot  the  people,  Ui  eonfequence  or  fuch  an  arbitrary  impofition, 
lefs  than  a  pofitive  promife  of  its  repeal.    He  tniftnd,  their 
Ix>rd{liips  woutd  not  forget  thefe  particulars^  when  the  wif- 
dom  which  didinguifhed   t^)e  prefent  management  of  our 
finances  was  ftated  oreflimated. 
The  Lord        The  Lord  ChaticellQr  (Lord  Thurlow),  faid  that  all  he  had 
Chancellor,  hg^rd  for  the  mod  part  might  ht  faid  or  not,  withoot  per- 
ceiving whether  the  tax  before  their  Lordfhips  was  right  <^ 
wrong.     Rumours  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature  had  been 
faid  to  be  in  circulation.     It  was  the  firft  time  he  had  heari 
of  them,  and  he  was  not  difpofed  to  give  them  any  credit 
now  tlney  were  bro.iclied.     The  Minifter  had  been  charged 
,    without  any  foundation,  in  his  opinion,  withamoft  impro- 
vident  mode  of  taxation,    but   he  would  venture  to  fay 
that  fuch  an  idea  never  entered  his  bead.     He  was  willing  to 
allow  that  it  detra£bed  a  little  from  that  honoarable  Gentle' 
man'^s  yniverfal  knowledge,  that  he  was  not  perfonally  ao« 
^uainted  with  every  private  ftill  in  Scotland,  or  that  his 
acquaintance  with  the  compofttion  of  fiiftian  was  not  equal 
to  that  of  the  manufaflurers.    To  all  fuch  abatetnents  of  t» 
putatlon  he  was  willing  to  fubfcribe^  and  he  did  not' lee 
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that  the  arguments  vhich  had  beeg  fuggifted  by  either  c4f  the 

noble  Lords,   amounted  to  more.     The  duty  vnder  their 

IjoriibifS  confiileratioOy  in  bis  mind,  had  no  poffible  con* 

neSion  with  thefe  ibrt  of  dedudions.     How  it  might  operate 

pa  the  emulation  of  traders  in  an  inferior  aod  fuperior  fitua* 

tLQo,  he  thought  was  not  very  eafiiy  eftioxated.  .  He  wou!4 

uot  avow  any  fucb  acquaintance  whh  the  detail  of  that  ibrt 

of  bttfinefs,  as  would  authorife  hiaato  fpeak  decidedly  on  tbf 

CAjeSL ;  but  he  would  Drill  be  of  opinion,  that  fliopkeep^rs 

vreve  only  the  medium,  of  this  tax  ;  that  it  would  infenfiblf 

fall  ea  the  buyers  ;  and  that  the  public  would  feel  it*  coqm 

parativeiy  (peaking*  no  ineligible  burden.««This  was  his  opi* 

uion  of  the  tax.     As  to  the  extending  the  tax  to  warehoufes, 

he  codd  not  help  fufpe<£liug  that  part  of  a  noble  Lx>rd's  ar« 

gument  in  which  it  was  thrown  out»  was  not  weighed  with 

his  Lordfliip^s  ufual  attention  and  political  accuracy.     Were 

thele  repositories  of  commerce  to  be  taxed^  wliat  woiuld  l^« 

come  of  our  exports  j.  Thefia  afforded  great  reiburces  taihft 

revenue  of  this  country  ;  nod  whatever  tended  toleflen  o^r 

diuiioiih  thati  it  became  the  wi£dom  aod  policy  of  govern* 

ment  to  avoid. 

Tlie  Bill  was  committed.  i 

Petition  of  the  Chamber  of  ManufaAurers  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  and  of  the  Glafs  Manufafturers  were  read,  praying  to  • 
be  heard  by  themfelves»  or  couotel,   agaloA  the  KoColution) 
for  adjuftiog  the  intercourfe  becweea  Great  BTitaia  aad  Ire*  .  r 

land. 

The  Elarl  of  CarUJU  maved,  Thai  the  petitioners  be  heaxd  Earl  oC 
agreeable  to  the  prayer  of  their  petiKiona,  by  diemfeUes  or  Carliflc 
counftfL 

The  Lord  Cbdnsclkr  (Lord  Thurlow)  ohje<%ed  to  the  hear^  The  Lorl 
ing  of  counfel,  as  it  was  intended  for  delay  ;  and  therefore, '^^*°"^^<>*'* 
moved  st%.  an  amendmenti  TtvK  the  Petitionee,  he  heard  by 
themfelves  only. 

The  Earl  of  Carlt/U  wondered  at  the  noble  and  karned  Farl«>f 
J^ord's  obje^ing  tp  the  hearing  of  tlie  petitioner*!  in  the  way  c*riiil«. 
they  delired,  and  was  likewife  furprifed  that  he  Ihoutd  imav 
gine  the  hearing  by  couufel  would  caufe  delay,  wlien  it  cer-* 
tainly  was  meant  for  the  lake  of  difpatch,  af.  intelligent  and 
[earne4  couofel  could  put  tlie  body  of  evidence  m  fuch  a 
train  as  to  facilitate  the  bufiuefs  ;  however,  he  wi/hed  toknawc 
^f  His  Mary's  Miuiilers^  what  flops  they  naeant  to  tal&e 
n  the  huiinefs;  aad  whether:  it  was  fettled  to  hurry  it 
:brough  tlve  Houle  without  any  other  evidence  than  wliat 
hey  had  /rom  the  Commons,  or  whether  they  would  entec 
□to  the  fubje^l  wish  that. cool  deliberation,  ^  wiihed-for, 
i3JbrimaJUQn>  ibaC  a  bufinefs  of  fucb  i&ag{Wrt.vde  required  i 
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Lord  Can.      Lord  Camden  confefled,  that  he  did  not  think  the  reqneft 
^^'  altogether  decent  in  the  noble  Earl,  Jo  call  on  His  Majcfly's 

Minifters  in  fo  pointed  a  manner  to  know  what   they  in- 
tended to  do;  furely  he  did  not  imagine  that  any  delibera- 
tion of  theirs  were  to  dilate  to  the  Hbufe ;  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve they  hai  fixed  upon  any  plan,  otherwife  than  to  expe- 
dite the  bafi^efs  with  all  practicable  difpatch.     As   to  the 
hearing  of  coufel,  to  hi'm  it  appeared  totally  anneceflary ; 
and  as  the  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolfack  bad  faid,  merely 
for  theufe  of  puzzling  the  caufe,  and  occafioning  delay  ;  the 
bufinefs    had  already  been   four  months*  under    confidera- 
tion,  and  the  Manuta6turers  had  teazed  apd  tormented  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  with  a  large  body  of  evidence,  which 
was  then  before  their  Lordfhips^  and  ordered  to  be  printed  : 
to  that  evidence,  their  Lprdfhips  could  refer  and  fatisfy  their 
minds ;  but  if  not, ,  they  could  hear  the  ManuFa6lurer$  tbem- 
felves  without  counfel,  and  fee  whether  the  evidence  upon 
oath  agreed  with  that  taken  on  their  word/'  But  in  fpeaking 
what  he  had  done,  he  dcfired  to  have  it  cfonfidcred,  that  he 
did  not  fpeak  as  Prefident  of  the  Council,  nor  as  delivering 
the  fcntiments  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  on  the  fiibjefl,  for 
he  had  not  converfed  with  them,  but  fpoke  mere]  j  his  owi^ 
private  thoughts. 
U.Townf-      Lord  Townjhend  faid,  he  was  of  a  fimilar  opinion  witf^ 
*'*"^'         the  leslrned  Lord,  that  Counfel  was  unneceflary. 
Earl  of  The  Earl  of  CarliJU  faid,  he  by  no  means  thought  he  had 

^M)iSc.  jj^n  guilty  of  any  indecency,  or  had  aiked  any  improper 
queftion  of  His  Majcfty's  Minifters,  of  what  was  their  plan ; 
»  and  he  ftill  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  anfwer,  and  Hare  to 
the  Houfe  any  precedent,  wherein  petitioners  had  been  de- 
nied to  be  heard  in  the  manner  they  dcfired,  and  in  the  man- 
ner they  thought  would  be  moft  beneficial  to  their  interefis. 
Earl  of  The^zvXcA  Sandwich  ur:;ed  the  Houfe  to  confider  what 

Sandwich,  they  were  doing,  and  not  rafliiy  and  inconfideratety  to  incor 
•  a  charge  of  the  grofleft  and  molt  unprecedented  injnftice. 
His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  hnd  fat  the  lohgeft  there  of  any  noble 
Lord  he  faw  in  the  Houte,  and  was  the  oldeft  Peer  of  Par- 
liament, three  only  excepted,  then  in  exiftence,  and  he  de- 
clared he  knew  not  a  fingle  precedent  for  refufing  to  hear  pe- 
titioners by  their  counfel,  when  they  prayed  ro  be  fo  heard, 
and  ftated  in  thfe  allegations  of  their  petition,  that  their  dear- 
eft  interefts  were,  in  their  judgements,  in  danger  of  being 
materially  affeiled  and  injured  by  any  meafures  agitating  in 
Parliament.  The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  His  Majefty's 
Councils  had  faid,  he  knew  not  tliat  it  was  neceflary  in  point 
of  parliamentary  ufage,  for  the  petitioners  to  be  heard  by 
their  counfel ;  that  was  not  enough ;  an.y  noble  Lord  who 
controverted  an  eftabliflied  ufage,  was  bound  to  produce  a 

precedent 
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>recedent  for  a  departure  from  it,  whenever  he  took  npoq 
lim  to  recammend  fuch  a  variation,  and  be  chdienged  thq 
lohle  and  learned  Lord  to  ftate  any  fuch  precedent.  Upon 
hat  he  was  willing  to  reft  the  queftion.  His  Lordfliip  (aid, 
he  noble  and  learned  Lord's  defire  to  be  confidered  as  ^ot 
peaking  the  language  of  a  Minifter,  but  that  of  an  )ndiyi- 
ual,  while  he  held  the  high  office  of  Lord  Prefid«nt  of  His 
idajefty's  Councils,  was  abfurd  and  ridiculous.  He  coul4 
lot,  holding  fuch  a  refponiible  fituation,  fpeak  as  an  indivi- 
lual.  He  nuuft  fpeak  as  a  Minifter,  urilefs  he  at  the  time 
bted,  that  his  advice  had  been  rejefied,  and  that  he  had 
•can  either  over-powered  or  excluded  from  the  Councils,  to 
vhich  the  Houfe  were  alluding.  His  Lordfhip  aflured  the 
^oufe,  that  he  came  down  with  not  the  leaft  intention  to 
ake  any  part  in  the  debate,  but  With  his  head  filled  with 
>rlier  matters  with  which  he  had  been  at  that  time  amufing 
limfelf ;  [a  laugh^  but  what  he  had  heard  had  fet  him  on 
ire ;  he  could  not  bear  to  fit  fllent,  and  hear  fo  grofs  a  viola- 
ion  of  all  juftice  propofed  and  fupported.  Would  that 
ioufe  venture  to  fay  in  the  face  of  the  world,  that  they  would. 
lot  hear  the  manufadlurers  by  their  counfel^  when  they  pray- 
d  to  be  fo  heard  ?  With  regard  to  the  opinion,  that  when 
:ounfel  were  employed  they  procraftinated  and  delayed  bufj- 
lefs,  he  would  maintain  the  direft  contrjry.  Let  counfel 
ome  forward  with  a  digeftecl  cafe,  and  difpatch  would  be  the 
onfequence.  The  manufaflurers  could  not  fpeak  for  t hem- 
elves ;  it  was  impoflible;  and  would  the  Houfe  fay  they 
vo\}\d  not  h«ar  therp  at  all?  for  to  that  extent  would  the 
tmendment  operate/  Th$  manufadlurers*  mouths  were  ftiut, 
hey  muft  come  to  the  bar  under  the  direction  of  counfel,  or 
lot  at  all.  His  Lordfhip  alluded  to  the  famous  Convention 
Treaty,  and  faid,  the  Minifters  of  that  day,  though  equally 
verle  to  the  oppofition,  were  wifer  than  to  go  the  length  of 
-fufing  to  hear  thdfe  iha^  petitioned  againft  the  treaty.  They 
eard  the  merchants,  and  the  merchants  then  happened  to 
ave  among  them  an  able  and  ain  eloquent  man,  (Mr.  Glover,} 
rlio  managed  the  buGhefs  entirely,  and  got  great  renown 
om  it ;  but  the  manufadlurers  had  no  fuch  man.  Mr. 
Vedgwood  was  an  able  and  deferving  artift,  but  he  was  no 
rator ;  he  pretended  not  to  the  charafler.  His  Lordfhip 
included  with  faying,  he  hoped  that  the  Houfe,  for  its  own 
onour,  would  hear  the  manufai^urers  by  their  connfel. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  replied,  and  direcled  his  arguments  to  xhcLori 
proof  that  it  lay  entirely  in  the  difcretion  of  the  Houfe  to  chancdbr. 
stermine  how  they  would  hear  petitioners,  whether  by  them- 
Jves  and  counfel,  or  either  way.  His  Lordfhip  drew  a 
iflindtion  between  petitioners  in  defence  of  their  private 
ights  and  interefis^  and  petitionen  oo  public  ^ueftions  of 
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pollcjr*  •  la  the  former  cafes,  fuch  as  that  alladed  to  io  d^ 
bate,  wher^  a  caiial  and  a  coal-pit  had  heeo  meotiooed,  i^ 
doubtedly  it  would  be  the  extcene  of  injuftice  t«  refiiic  t: 
hear  petitioners  in  any  way  they  thou^t  would  be  fnoil » 
vantageous  for  themfelves  and  their  caie;  but»  in  his  opinicc, 
the  matter  wa$  different  where^  as  in  the  prefent  in/boce. 
the  petitioners  grounded  their  petition  on  a  fubj^  of  pubJ.c 
concern,  fuch  as  the  fyftem  of  arrangement   adjnftiog  triti 
]treland.    There^  it  was  an  affair  of  great  political  magni- 
tude, and  fuch  as  the  difcretion  of  tlie  Houfe  ought  te  be 
exercifed  upon  in  the  mod  unrefirained  manner.     His  Lord- 
Ihip  confrov^rted  and  laughed  at  Lord  Sandwich's  opinio, 
thatcounfel  rather  tended  to  accelerate  the  buGnefs  they  wers 
concerned  in,  than  procraftinate  it.     That,  he  faid^  was  net 
the  vulgar  opinion ;  moft  people  thought  builnefs  more  fre- 
quently delayed  by  p ailing  through  fuch  learned  hands,  tbia 
quickened.     He  laid, '  he   certainly  was  not  fuOtcientlj  a 
niafler  of  the  forms  of  the  Houfci  to  be  able  to  cite  autbc- 
Titles  cither  One  way  or  the  other,  but  in  what  he  had  do.-^, 
he  had  been  warranted  by  the  firft  authority,   in  refpeft  to 
parliamentary  form,  in  the  kingdom.    He  nad  inquired  35 
to  the  ufage,  and  the  authority  be  alluded  to  had  aflurr;! 
him,  it  was  parliamentary,  and  he  would  adJ>  he  was  perfvzd- 
ed  it  was  reafbnable,  that  the  Houfe  /hould,  in  fuch  a  cafe  2s 
the  prefent,  exercife  its  difcretion.     With  regard  to  the  pe- 
culiar vivacity  with  which  a  noble  Earl,  in  the  conameoce* 
iment  of  the  achate,  had  put  the  queilion  to  AdtmiuRnuon, 
and  alked  what  the  line  of  conduct  was,  they  meant  to  pi::* 
fue  in  refpeft  to  the  prefent  bufinefs  ?  he  begged  to  have  it 
vnderftood  that  he'fpoke  not  as  a  Miuifler,  nor  did  }k  fcs 
occafion  for  any  one  Lord   in  that  chara£ler  to  anfven 
quefiion  put  in  fo  fprigluly  and  fo  pleafant  a  manner,  be- 
caufe  not  any  noble  Lord  had  a  right  to  confider  the  prefer: 
refolutions  as  a  mcafure  of  Adminidraition.     They  came  cp 
to  that  Houfe  as  a  proceeding  of  the  Houfe  of  Commoius 
and  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  at  the  conference  they  bad  de- 
fired  laft  Tuefday,  had  delivered  a  copy  of  the  rcfolutioni, 
with  the  Report  of  the  Privy  Council,  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  which  they  grounded  the  ^refolutions,  and  oli  tb« 
other  neceffary  documents  to  infonxj  their  Loidfliips  ftiiy, 
upon  what  the  refolutions  were  founded. "  "  "      *      . 
Sari  of  "^he  Earl  of  Sandwkb  rofe  to  defend*  his  aflcrtiom  that  ia 

Sandwich.  hIs  opinion  the  employment  of  coun&l  rather  tended  to  pro- 
mote difpatch  than  delay,  upon  which  be  faid  the  noUe  ari 
learned  Lord  had  endeavoured  to  cafl  a  flur.  He  wouU 
neverthelefsy  repeat  the  ailertion,  and  be  begged  leave  to  :^ 
mind  them  of  the  cafe  of  the  Greenwich  Hofpital  inqoirf. 
inilituted  by  a  noble  Duke,  and  condu£led  without  aid  c: 
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ounfel.  The  merits  of  that  inquiry,  thsir  Lordfliips  all 
nev\r,  lay  in  a  nutihell,  and  yet  merely  for  want  of  counfel 
:>  digeft  the  plan  and  condo£t  the  inquiry,  it  lafted  three 
iid  turenty  days.  His  Lordfhip  repeated  bis  former  argu^ 
tents,  ana  after  (Irenuoufly  urging  the  Houfe,  from  a  con^ 
deration  of  what  was  due  to  their  own  dignity,  and  to  the 
fiice  of  their  judicial  and  l^iflaiive  proceedings,  not  to 
Ily  their  fame,  and  dtfgrace  their  chara&er  as  a  Houfe  of  ' 
irliament,  by  doing  what  he  challenged  any  one  Lord  in 
e  Hoafe  to  fhew  a  precedent  for ;  his  Lordmip  declared,  if 
e  amendment  was  perfifled  in^  he  would  take  the  fenfe  of 
e  Houfe  upon  it. 

Lord  Loughborough  began  his  fpeech,  with  declaring,  that  Ld.  T.ou^<. 
had  given  him  extreme  pain  to  have  heard  a  motion  of  fo  borough, 
traordinary  a  nature,  made  upon  another  motion,  a  motion 
rfeflly  regular  and  formal;  amotion,  at  the  fame  time, 
peAful  in  its  language,  and  built  on  the  ftrong  foundation 
ufage,  fupported  in  the  manner  that  it  had  been  by  the 
ble  and  learned  Lord  at  the  h«ad  of  His  Majefty's  Councils^ 
as  it  poilible  fior  that  nobltf  and  learned  Lord  ferioufly  to  be 
opinion,  that  it  was  confiftent  cither  with  common  decency^ 
with  that  fair  and  equitable  confideration,  which  that 
uft  as  a  Chamber  of  Parliament  at  all  times  profefled,  and 
ich  it  was  t;hc  duty  of  that  Houfe  as  a  Chamber  of  Par- 
nent  at  all  times  to  hold  for  the  efiential  interefts  of  the 
jed,  to  deny  Ptetitioners,  alledging,  that  certain  meafures 
government  of  the  utmoft  acknowledged  importance  then 
ding  before  the  Legiilature,  would  in  their  operation  and 
61,  if  made  into  law,  pro^e  extremely  detrimental  to  their 
re(\Sy  and  praying  to  be  heard  by  tbejnfelves  and  their 
infel,  in  fupport  of  their  allegations,  the  opportunity  of  being 
'd  by  their  Counfel,  and  to  oblige  them  to  reft  their  cafe 
rely,  on  what  they  were  able  to  ftate  themfelves^  The' 
le  and  learned  Lord  on  the  woolfack  had  laid  down  w 
ndtion,  which  he  had  for  the  iirft  lime  heard,  but  whiclv 
is  opinion  at  ieaft,  was  no  argument  againft  the  motion^ 
ftood  originally.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  bad  faid,- 
in  cafes  of  private  right,  undoubtedly,  the  fubjeft  pett-* 
ing  to  be  beard  by  himfdf  and  his  counfel  muft  be  fo' 
d,  and  that  it  would  be  highly  unjoft  for  either  Houfe 
arlioment  to  deny  the  prayer  of  fuch  a  petiHion,  but  that 
re  the  1bbje6t  was  of  a  public  nature,  that  in  fuch  cafe  it 
n  the  djfcretion  of  the  Houfe  to  determine  in  what  mode( 
^oufe  would  heat  the  petitioner,  whether  by.himfelf,  pt 
is  coanfe).  •  Even  upon  the  ground  of  this  diftind^ion^ 
idmitting  that  the  Houfe  might,  in  fome  ca&s,  exercife^ 
lower  in  cStitradifHndion  to  its  right,'  reafonably  and 
Uibly  co«{idev«dj  hisLonUlttplbidy  ih^  prefeiit  petitioners 
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ought  to  fee  heard,  becaufe  it  was  ^their  private  interefts  th: 
prompted  thenl  to  peftition;  it  wa^  in  order  to  convince  t: 
Houfe,  that  the  intdrefis  of  their  manufadures,  of  themfelT: 
and  of  their  families,  and  the  interefts  of  the  nnmcroDs  ir 
nufafturers,  who  were  employed  by  them,  and  of  their:. 
milies,  would  be  materially  and  detrimentally  affefled,  if  v 
i^elblutionsof  the  Houfe  ofCommons,  grounded  on  the  In. 
t)ropofitions  pafled  into  a  laW.     They  came  not  there  i: 
petitioners  to  be  heard  upon  any  public  topic,  they  profdTr: 
Hot  either  a  wlfli  or  an  ability  to  give  the  Houfe  informatior. 
On  the  political  part  of  the  queftion  before  Parliament,  thr  y 
had  not  manifeiled  the.fmalleft  delire  to  be  lieard  by  them- 
felves  or  their  counfel  on  the  Navigation  afl,  on  the  trri* 
laws  refpefting  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  nor  on  the  qi:.j^ 
turn,  whatever  it  might  be,  of  the  hereditary  revenue  ot  Ire 
land,  which  this  country  had  been  taught  to  look  for  a^  i 
compenfatioii  for  the  furrender  to  Ireland  of  a  fhare  of  h  : 
commercial  advantages,  which  fhe  was  about  to  make;  thfv 
had  not  the  moft  diftant  inclination  to  enter  into  any  diicuil*  r 
of  the  general  polity  of  the  cafe;  all  they  wanted,  and  2^ 
they  afked  for,  was,  to  be  permitted  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe, 
in  the  beft  manner  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  would  adcni:, 
the  prefent  fituation  of  their  own  manufactures,  and  the 
circumftances  that  induced  them  to  feel  alarm  and  difnuy, 
left  the  relblutions,  when  pafled  jnto  a  law,  fhould  injure, 
and  even  endanger  the  ruin  of  the  manu&dtures  they  at  v  * 
time  carried  on;    and,  for  God's  fake!  would  that  Hoire, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  oblige  them  to  be  filent?  for,  to 
ileprive  them  of  the  benefit  of  being  heard  by  couniel,  wo 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes  ordering  them  to  he  ftlent*    H>s 
Lordfliip  defcanted  in  glowing  terms  on  the   injuftice  ar.d 
bppreflion  of  fuch  condudl.     He  faid  it  was  a£king  in  a  roof 
arbitrary  manner  than  even  the  Government  of  France,  u\' 
moft  tyrannical  country  in  Europe  had  ventured  to  act;' 
a  notorious  inftance,  where  her  wiflx  obvioufty  had  been  t^ 
carry  her  point.     He  explained,  that  the  inftance  he  alluic:^ 
to  was  that  of  the  inftitution  of  a  Court  of  Judicature,  i. 
-which  it  had  been  the  aim  to  abolifli  counfel ;  the  conse- 
quence was,  no  bufinefs  proceeded,  the  attornies,  when  c^ir- 
on  to  ftate  orally  their  clients  cafes,  refufed  to  utter  a  tV.- 
lable  in  compliance  with  the  order,  admitting  that  they  h*: 
been  furniflied  with  papers  conveying  to  them  every  necdir 
information,  but  that  they  dared  not  open  their  mouths  r> 
fpe£ting  their  contents,  that  it  would  be  z&mg  contrary  r 
their  oaths,  and  that  fpeakiilg  was  not  their  fonftion  and  ^> 
Nation.  What  was  the  confequence?  armed  with  all  thepo^' 
and  all  the  defpOtifm  of  that  Governmeitty  the  Court  tro-^ 
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|iot  veatme  to  ffo  on^  2ni  the  defign  w^  obliged  to^beabao* 
doiied;  thegrouners  oferxforcing  a  meafure  K>  violi^nt,  and 
fo  maaifeftly  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  reafon>  comtfion 
fenfe,  and  coin'moajuftlce,  iiruck  France  fo  XbraMv,  that 
ihe  dared  not  ha:^ard  tlie  attempt,  and  it.  went  no  rartber* 
And  would  that  Houfe,  as  athamber  of  tbe  Britifli  Parlia- 
meut,  rifqiie  doing  tvfiat  ttie  government  of  France  &red 
not  bastard/  His  Lordfliip'tobk  notice,  that  a  matter  bad,  as  It 
were,  fljpt  from  the  noble  iand  learned  Lord,  which,  be  was  per- 
fuaded,  the  nob^  and  learned  Lord,  from  his  familiarity  with 
the  pra£tlce  of  Pariiament,  and  from  his  perfedl  knowledge  of 
the  nature  ofevldence,  could  not  have  wi'fhed  to  have  Had  it 
underilood,  that  he  was  ready  to  fland  up  and  fupport.  What 
he  alluded  to  was,  fomethihg  like  a  fuggeilion  that  the  vo- 
lume called  <'  Minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  ^  Committee 
*'  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,**  delivered  into  his  LordIhip*s 
hands  at  the  conference  with  the  Commons,  was  in  any  fenie 
of  the  word,  evidieac^  or  fit  ground  for  that  Houfe  to  rely 
upon  and  refort  to^  as  matter  of  guidance  for  its  proceeding. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  well  knew,  th^t  it  was  in  a 
parliaments^ry  fenfe,  nothing  more  than  a  volume  of  biemb- 
randums  of  the  names  of  fuch  manufaflurers  as  had  been 
:alled  before  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
though  the  Conimons  at  the  conference  had  delivered  to  his 
Lordfliip  fomething  more  than  ftridt  form  required,  yet  the  . 
loble  and  learned  Lord  well  knew,  that  no  part  of  the  volume 
:ouId  be  looked  into  by  the  Houfe,  or  reforted  to  as  evidence; 
)n  the  contrary,  that  it  was  to  be  conGdered  as  a  mere  index^ 
nd  if  occaCon  arofe,  to  afcertaih  any  fadl  ftated  in  the  pages 
f  matter  joined  to  the  names  of  the  manufacturers,  of  which 
he  volume  was  to  be  coniidercd  as  a  memoranduin,  that  the 
articular  manufa6lurer,   under  whofe  name  thb  fa^  was 
atcd,  mufi  be  called  to  the  bar  and  examined  upon  oath,  ac- 
^rding  to  the  judicial  form  peculiar  to  the  Houfe,  as  to  the 
articular  faiSl  in  quefiioii*     Knowing,  as  he  did,  and  having 
le  fincereft  regard  for  the  noble  and  learned  Lord^  a  regard 
hich  no  circumilance  of  a  political  nature  had  ever  difturbec), 
jt  whicli  he  had  unifbriply  prefcrved,  from  a  cpnfcioufnefs 
'  the  refpe£l  and  veneration  due  to  the  noble  and  learned 
ord*s  charafler,  it  had  been  with  extreme  anxiety,  and  with 
itremc  regret,  that  he  had  heard  from  his  mouth  an  ex» 
eifion  that  he  was  perfuaded  was  wholly  unwarrantable.  If  he 
d  not  mifconc^ived  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  he  had  faid^ 
at  the  nianufa£lurers  had,  for  three  months  together,  tcized 
d  tornoented  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  that  he  faw 
neceffity  for  fuffering  them  to  teize  and  torment  that  Houfe. 
$  was  perfeiSUy  aAofuiLed  that  the  noble  aad  learned  Lord 
Voi-,XVIIL  £    '  AouM 
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:P^ould  have  fuffbred  pernicious  prejudice  fo  hr  to  entvsly, 
itlelf)  and  warp  his  fair  and  candid  mindy  as  to  allow  hb- 
jfelf  to  argue  a  priori^  and  to  fuggeft  that  the  manufaSurer^ 
wiihed  to  teize  and  torment  the  Houfe.  His  Lordihip  dwelt 
on  the  cruelty  of  putting  fuch  a  conftru&ion  on  theadlons 
of  men  refpec^ble  in  their  charaflers,  praife-worth j  in  the:: 
purfuits,  and  juft  and  honourable  in  the  line  of  jcondn£t  they 
had  held  refpe&ing  the  Irifh  Propofitions.  Was  it  recollect- 
ed who  the  petitioners  were  ?  That  they  confifled  of  a  body 
of  men,  of  all  others  the  heft  entitled  to  the  refpeS  and  pro- 
te(5^ion  of  that  Houfe;  a  body  of  a  men,  who  by  their  b- 
duftry,  by  their  ingenuity  and  labour,  had  inftituted  man:- 
faSures  of  an  extenfive  nature  and  that  contributed  in  thi 
nioft  eflentiar  manner  to  the  commerce,  the  p^rofperity,  thi 
revenue  and  the  wealth  of  their  country  ?  Was  it  kno:^n 
that  there  was  one  man,  Mr,  Weidgwood,  who  was  entitle! 
in  an  eminent  degree  to  the  kindeft  attention  on  the  part  rt 
Parliamerit,  and  ^he  moft  *afFc<5lionate  regard  on  the  part  ci 
his  country meri,  a  man  whofe  (ingle  merits  would  infinitely 
outweigh  thofe  of  this' Adtriiniftration,  of  the  laft,  of  thr  2i- 
miniftration"  preceding  it,  and  of  many  th^t'  went  befrrc 
that?  Poifed  agalnft  ftich  merit,  Miniflers,  and  Anti*m;r.l- 
ters  would  together  kick' the  beam  ;  he  was,  he  faid,  an  Inu- 
yldual,  who  to  the  moft  extraordinary  talents  united  themuii 
extraordinary  affiduity  and  iriduftry,*  and  by  dint  of  udcoit;- 
mon  fkill,  andpetfeverancfejhad  ftruckout  a  new  andori^'ril 
xnanufa£kure,  a  manufa£ture  unlcnown  to  this  or  any  oth:: 
country  before  Mr.Wedgwood  invented  it,  but  which  liad  new 
extended  itfelf  to  the  moft  diftaht  corners  of  the  globe.' And  ^:i 
fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  WedgwbbS,*  when  he  came  to  ParliaiDrnt 
and  prayed  to  be  allowed  by  himfelf  and  by  his  counfel  to  int-i 
in  what  manner  his  manufa(3ure  would  be  afFeSedf,  if  the  r^iV 
lutions  relative  to  the  commercial  arrangement  with  Irel^rii 
ihould  pafs  into,  a  law — was  fuch  a  man  tobe*  told*  "  no,  ^^ 
won't  hear  you  by  your  counfel;  come  to  the  b2t  youritlt, 
•  and  ftate  your  cafe  r'!  Mr.Wedgwood  could'  riot  flate  his  u!f ; 
he  knew  all  the  information  thkl  was  attached  to  it,'  and  m 
a  converfation  in  a  private  room,  he  could  moft  inteiligi-'y 
communicate  it,  but  his  merit  had  (Hut  his  mouth;  in  ton- 
fequence  of  his  education,  of  his  habits  of  life,  of  his  ap?^- 
cation  to  particular  objefts,  he  was  difqualified  from  execu:i:g 
the  pffice  of  a  Barrifter.  There  was  fomething  fo  arbitrin  j 
fo  tyrannical,  fo  enormoufly  unjuft,  in  fuch  condudl,  that  t- 
would  not  believe  the  Houie  could  be  guilty  of  it.  He  h^- 
before  admitted,  that  there  were  cales  in  which  the  H^-' 
had  the  power  to  deny  Petitioners  the  privily  of  being  hci'^- 
\>j  their  counfel,  and  that  thcv  would  be  juftified  in  itfu£:f 
to  hear  Petitioners  by  counfel ;  he  beg^  leave  to  r?tr. 
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that  admiffibh.  .  The  Houfe  neifher  poflefled  the  power  not 
the   right  to  refufe  complying  with  fuch  a  prayer.     The 
Houfe  could  not,  the  Houfe  dargd  not  refufe  it^     It  was 
the  natural  corifti^utional  claim  of  the  fubje£^,  and  it  was 
not    in   their  difcretibh,  adding  judicially,  aha .  with  their 
hands  on  their  breafis,  to  deny  any  petitioner  who  prayed 
to  be  heard  by  counfcl,  fuch  his  prayer.    In  the  prelent 
cafe,  they  mnU  hear  the  petitioners;  they  could  n<^t  do  fd 
harfix.  a  thing  as  muzzle  the  counfel  of  the  maiiufaf^urers^ 
in  order  ede^lually  to  exclude  the  latter  from,  the  purpofe 
they  aimed  at,  that  of  giving  the  Houfe  all  the  information 
in  their  power  on  a  matter  immediately  and  deeply  impli- 
cating their  private,  their  perfonal,  and  their  deareft  interefts. 
This,  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  at  the  Head  of  His  Majefty^s 
Councils  knew  fo  well,  that,  he  was  perfuaded,  he  muft  have 
felt  infinite  pain,  when  he  had  brought  himfeif  to  avow,  that, 
there  was  neither  any  neceffity  for  the  manufacturers  being 
he^d  by  their  counfel,  nor  any  propriety  in  their  ^being  fq 
heard  on  the  prefent  occafion.    His  Lordfhip  took  notice  of 
what  had  been  faid  by  Lord  Townfbend  relative  to  delays 
declaring  that  he  agreed  with  the  noble  Vifcount,  that  the 
(deciding  on  the  refolutions  ought  not  to  be  delayed,  but  that 
it  fhould  on  every  account  be  brought  to  an  iiTue  in  that 
Houfe  with  all  reaibnable  difpatch.  That  however,  was  not, 
he  faid,  any  argument  againft  the  manufacturers  being  heard 
hy  their  counfel,  and  fo  tar  was  he  from  thinking  that  Ireland 
would  feel  herfelf  gratified,  if  this  country  were  meanly,  and 
from  paltry  fear  of  creating  pique  on  the  other  fide  of  St. 
George's  Channel,  by  putting  the  impatience  of  Ireland  'a 
little  longer  to  the  teu,  to  fiur  over  the  bufinefs,  and  to  come 
to  a  vote  without  having  firft  liftened  to  the  manufacturers, 
that  he  was  convinced  fhe  would  hold  us  in  a  mod  con^ 
temptible  light,  if  we  adopted  any  fuch  temporizing  mode  of  • 
conduct  on  a  great,  political  queftion*     The  beft  way  to  con- 
vince Ireland  of  our  intentions  to  aSt  fairly  and  generoufly 
bv  Her  was  to  aCt  in  a  manly,  open,  and  upright  way ;  to 
afiure  her  of  our  wiflies  to  take  care  of  her  interefts,  by 
fliewing  her  that  we  had  the  fenfe  and  the  prudence  firft 
to  take  care  of  our  own.     This  and  this  only  could  re- 
bommehd  our  conduCt  to  men  of  underftanding  and  difcern** 
ment.    With  regard  to  delay,  none  had  yet  been  occafioned 
in  that  Houfe,  and  none,  he  was  perfuaded,  would  be  fuffered, 
in  confequence  of  the  manuf^&durers  being  permitted  to  be 
heard  by  counfeL    His  Lordfliip  Ihid»  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
regarding  the  profeflion,  fironi  which  he  had  derived  the 
eUential  advantages  he  enjoyed,  iti  no  otlier  point  of  view, 
than  that  of  honour  and  of  reputation.    He  could  noi  bring 
bimfclf  to  regard  it  otherwife ;  he  therefore  dcfircd  the  Houfe 
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to  ujiderftiind,  that  hews^  not  of  opimoii,  that  the  emplcT. 
ment  of  counfel  generally  tentkd  to  procraHination.     He  t^i 
known  one  or  two  inftances  only,  iii  which  it  had  produc^i 
that  efftHy  hut  it  was  held  by  the  profeflion  to   be  fb  d:'- 
honourable  to  engage  to  (peak  againfl  time,  that  in   tho^'? 
cafes  to  which  he  alluded,  it  had  required  a  long  exerciie  ari 
difplayoTthe  fird  talents  and  abilities^  to  recover  characler, 
and  get  the  better  of  the  dlfgrace  and  degradation  incurred 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Bar^  by  having  condefcended  to  a^fn  fo 
unworthy  a  ipanner.    To  put  it  noweyer  out  of  difputc  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  he  was  ready  to  pledge  himfelf  tothe 
Houfe,  that  no  gentleman  of  the  bar,  who  Ihorild  be  en- 
truAed  with  the  caufe  of  the  manufafturers,  would  deviire 
from  the  proper  topic  of  legal  argument  and  travel  out  or 
the  cafe  of  his  client  into  difcuflions  or  obfervations  upon  th^ 
general  policy  of  the  intended  fyftetn  of  arrangeitient;   it 
they  attempted  it,  the  Houfe  would  have  it  in  their  power 
to  check  the  gentlemen  and  confine  them  to  what  was  pro- 
perly their  fubje6l#     He  illufirated  his  meaning  by  &yinc, 
that  the  counfel  who  might  be  employed  to  fpeak  on  behalf 
of  the  glafs  manufa^ure>  fhould  i>e  confined  to  fpeak  upon 
what  concerned  that  manufa<^ure  only.    Having  ftated  this, 
hp  took  notice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  declaration  that  the 
refolutions  were  not  to  be  conudered  either  as  the  naeafure 
of  Minifters,'  or  of  any  one  Lord^  hut  as  coining  up  to  thit 
Houfe  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  had  made  them 
known  to  their  Lordlhips  at  a  conference.     This,  he  faid, 
was  no  argument  that  they  were  not  a  nieafure  of  Adminif- 
tation.    Undoubtedly  they  were.    He  theo  wei^t  into  a  fcries 
of  reafoniiig,  to  fliew  the  variety  of  fhapes  they  had  aflumed, 
from  the  period  of  the  ten  propofitionS"  having  been  firi^^ 
moved  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  that  kingdom,  to  their  being 
voted  in  their  prefent  form  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons laft  Monday.     He  Paid,  it  was^vident  from  the  com- 
plexion  of  the  ten  proppfTtibns  moved  by  Mr.  Orde,  that, 
whoever  they  originated  with,  the.  author  of  them  had  drawn 
them  under  a  complete  ignorance  of  the  navigation  aft,  of 
the  nature  of  our  trade  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  of  the 
particular  circumftances  under  which  a  great  part  of  our  com- 
merce was  carried  on^  and  of  many  important  topics,  to  which 
it  was  highly  neceflary  to  advert  in  the  fprmation  of  a  fyftem 
meant  to  be  the  permanent  arrangement  of  commercial  in- 
tercoufe  hetwren  the  two  countries  for  the  future.     In  th? 
courfe  of  paffing  through -the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  gre*t 
variety  of  alterations  had  been  introduced,  all  of  thei:n  tending 
very  {enfihly  to  improve  ;\ndainend  the  original  propofilion>. 
The  firfl  appearance  of  the  noceflity  Of  great  improvement  and 
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alteration  that  could  be  traced,  was  to  be.  found  in  the  Repoft 
of  the  Comtriittee  of  Privy  Couticil,  and  arofe  from  the  dif- 
cemment  and  fagacityof  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  whofe 
acauaintance  and  familiarity  with  the  political  and  commer* 
cial  concerns  of  the  kingdom  were  well  known.  He  faid  he 
had  no  fcruple  to  name  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  alluded: 
He  meant  Mr.  Jenkinfen.  That  gentleman  had  firft  pointed 
out,  that  in  their  loofe  and  general  form,  the  propofitio^ 
could  not  pafs,  without  proving  extremely  prejudicial  to  the 
deareft  interefts  of  diis  kingdom,  confidered  with  a  view  to 
the  navigation  aft,  to  our  trade  laws,  to  our  manfadhiresy 
and  the  revenue  both  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  A  va- 
riety of  alterations  had  from  time  to  time  been  fuggefted  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  indeed  the  )>eft  and  mou  fenfibfe 
comment  upon  what  had  pailed,  was  contained  in  a  paper 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  the  author  of  which  he  kv^w 
not,  but  who  had  very  judicioufly  made  the  original  propo*: 
fitions,  and  the  refolutions  in  their  di^rent  ftates  of  amend'* 
ment  and  alteration,  operate  as  commentaries  upon  each  ' 
olher.  The  paper,  his  Lordifaip  faid,  was  a  broadfide  ftate- 
ment  in  parallel  columns  of  the  eleven  original  propofitions, 
as  moved  by  Mr.  Orde  on  the  7th  of  February,  and  voted  by 
the  Irifh  Hou(e  of  Commons  on  the  i2th;  of  the  amended 
prppofitions  as  laid  before  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Comnions  by 
the  Minifter  on  the  12th  of  May,  in  the  fliape  of  eighteen 
propofitions;  of  the  eighteen  refolutions  of  the  Committee^ 
as  reported  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  laft.  Monday;  arid 
laftly,  of  the  remains  of  the  original  propofitions.  Here  at 
one  view  the  whole  was  fcen;  in  the  firft  pifture,  the  original 
Phaoix,  in  the  next,  the  larger  bird  of  the  fame  genus,  but 
of  a  diftVent  Ipecies,  ;hat  arofe  from  it  aihes;  in  the  third, 
of  that  bird  with  additional  plumage;  in  the  fourth,  the  fame 
bird  winged  and  difcoloured  from  the  circumilance  of  having 
had  fonje  of  its  feathers. plucked  out  of  its  tail;  and  in  th» 
laft,  a  careful  coUe^ion  of  fo  much  of  the  plumage  s^  marked 
or  f:harafterifed  the  parent  Phoenix !  After  fporting  for  a 
m'iixute  or  two  with  this  idea,  he  made  feme  pointed  obfer- 
vations  on  the  obvious  fa&.  t^jat  in  the^  amended  propoStions^ 
there  were  no  lefs  than  four  of -them  completely  new,  thdt 
Anted  as  their  preamble,  that  it  was  eflential,  that  fo  and  fo, 
&c.  H9  next  fuggefted  feme  remarks  upon  the  w^knefs  of 
a  Mhiifter  who  could  betray  his  w^t  of  knowledge  upon 
the  moft  hnportant  natiorial  topics  in  lb  Ihameful  a  manner, 
in  the  progrefs  and  conduct  of  a  meafure  of  fuch  immenfe 
magnitude,  and  after  pointing  out  the  abfurdity  of  inftituting 
an  inquirv  into  the  fubjeA  before  the  Gommittee  of  Pr'tvy 
Council,  TubfecLuent  to  the  moving  of  tlje  eleven  original 
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propofitions  in  Ireland,  his  Lordlhip  hinted  at  his  intenticz 
when  the  day  of  difcuilion  caxne»  to  go  into  a  fall  invel:> 
gatioh  of  the  different  refolutions,  to  examine  them  ind;vl 
dually^  and  tolleflivelyy  to  ftate  his  opinion  upon  the  who  e. 
and  to  point  out  what  in  his  judgement  remained  to  be  dont 
farther  to  m<rliorate  and  improve  the  refolutions.  Havir.g 
completed  this  part  of  his  fpeech,  he  reverted  to  the  mam 
obje£t  of  it,  and  added  farther  arguments  to  convince  the 
I^oufe,  that  on  every  ground  of  goqd  fenfe  and  reafon,  ci 
decency  and  candour,  and  moft  of  all,  of  juftide,  the  mana- 
faflurers  had  a  fair  and  undoubted  claim  to  be  heard  in  th: 
manner  which  they  thought  moft  advantageous  to  them- 
.felves,  and  that  to  refufe  fo  to  hear  them,  would  degrade  tla 
dignity,  tarnifh  the  honour,  and  impeach  the  equity  of  the:: 
Lordmips'  proceedings^  whether  considered  as  a^ing  in  a 
legiflative  or  a  judicial  capacity. 

£zrlGovcr.  Earl  Gower  contended  that  there  were,  precedents  for  re- 
fufing  to  hear  petitioners  by  their  counfel,  to  be  found  at 
leaft  in  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  if  not  in 
thofe  of  their  Lord(hips ;  but  as  the  manufadlures  carried  on 
by  the  petitioners  were  of  great  importance  to  the  country, 
and  the  interefts  of  the  Petitioners  were  material  to  their.- 
felves,  he  faid,  he  fhould  incline  to  vote  for  having  it  put  to 
their  option,  to  be  heard  in  what  manner  they  thought  mcil 
,  to  their  advantage.  His  Lordfhip  added,  that  had  his  advice 
refpefting  Ireland,  which  he  had  given  in  council  fome  years 
fmce,  been  followed,  there  would  not  have  occurred  ihe 
difficulty  that  now  prefented  itfelf,  nor  would  either  Hcu:e 
of  Parliamertt  have  experienced  the  trouble  and  expence  ci 
time,  that  the  fuhjeft  had  coft  them,  and  was  likely  to  coii 
them,  in  the  prefent  feflion.  It  was  to  tlic  neglefi  of  ihoiir. 
who  ought  to  have  attended  to  his  advice  at  the  time  it  was 
given,  that  the  whole  was  to  be  attributed. 

Lm-aciian-      The  Lord  Chancellor  contended  that  he  was  fiill  at  KT  r 

icilor.  xipon  the  queftion,  that  it  lay  in  the  difcretion  of  the  HojI"; 
to  fay  in  what  manner  they  would  hear  petitioners.  K:» 
Lordfliip  took  notice  of  what  Lord  Loughborough  bad  i^^ 
refpe£^ing  the  perfon  with  whom  the  firft  eleven  proportion, 
had  originated,  and  (aid,  the  Houfe  ought  to  view  the  maner, 
as  it  now  ftood,  diftindl  from  any  confidcration  of  the  mover 

\  .  of  it  originally ;   they  ought  to  feparate  the  perfon  of  th? 

^  ,  one  from  the  particular  points  of  the  other.  He  ftated  upon 
what  motive  is  was  that  he  confented  to  give  way,  and 
.  withdraw  bis  motion,  declaring  he  was  not  the  leaft  alterfi 
in  his  opinion  by  any  arguments,  however  imperatively  ft:iteJ. 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  had  fpoken  fo  lateS. 
His  Lordfliip  defended  his  former  argument,  by  faying,  b? 
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had  ims^tned  the  manufaAurers  would  have  come  to  the  bar^ 
with  their  cafe  digefted,  and  committed  to  paper,  as  was  al- 
ways cuftomary ;  in  which  cafe  the  aid  of  council  would 
have  been  of  little  ufe. 

'    The  original  queftion  was  at  length  put  and  carried.    The 
petitioners  were^to  be  beard  by  themfelves  and  their  counfel« 

luefdayj  yune  7. 

Lord  Stormcnt  moved,  ^<  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre?  tati  Stmtm 
<«  fcnted  to  His  Majefty,  humbly  to  befeech  His  Majefty  that  ■*•*• 
♦*  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  dired^ions  that  there 
^<  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  an  account  of  all  articles  of  Iriih 
^'  confumpcion  charged  in  Ireland  with  an  internal  outy  on 
^<  the  manufa(3ure,  or  a  duty  on  the  material,  flating  and 
'*  diftinguiHiing  the  feveral  duties/' 

l^his  occafioned  a  debate  of  near  an  hour,  between  the  •     . 

Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Prefident,  Lord  Loqghborougb> 
^nd  Lord  Effingham. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  objeded  to  the  motion  in  point  of  The  Lord 
form,  declaring  he  believed  no  fuch  paper  was  in  exigence,  Chancellor 
and  that  the  Index  to  the  Irifh  revenue  laws  would  fully  an- 
fwer  the  pnrpofe. 

Lord  Loughborough  flated  the  probable  utility' of  the  paper,  lord 
as  without  it  they  could  not  fee.  what  articles  the  Irilh  inter-  Loughbo- 
nal  duty  would  operate  upon  as  a  prohibition,  and  what  not,  ^^^^^' 
His  Lordfiiip  put  the  inilances  of  beer,  fugars,  and  ladies^ 
ihoes.    At  length  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Lord  Stormont  next  moved,  that  Mr.  Peele,  Mr.  Walker,  Lord 
Mr.  Richardfon,  ahd  twenty-fix  more  of  the  witnefles,  ex-  Stormoat. 
amined  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  attend  the  Houfe. 

This  was  oppofed  by  the  Lord  Prefident^  as  a  motion  caV  Loj4 
culated  merely  for  procraftination  and  delay.  His  Lordfhip  ''<^»^»'* 
;ilfo  faid,  that  though  he  certainly  (hould  not  obje£l  to  the 
hearing  of  any  of  the  manufa6turers  who  defired  to  be  heard^ 
yet  he  did  not  conceive  the  Houfe  ought  to  make  them  at« 
fend  compulforily.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  the  manufacturers 
had  at  fiill  been  under  a  miflake,  but  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons had  cleared  it  up  to  them,  and  they  were  now  perfectly 
.fatisfied. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  fupported  his  Lordfhip^s  objeAIon^  Loii 
ufmg  a  fimilar  argument,  and  ftating,  that  asThe  manufac-  ChmeclSw. 
furers  had  not  petitioned  to  be  heard,  it  was  fair  to  conclude 
thev  did  not  wifli  it.  - 

After  fome  converfation  the  queftion  was  put,  and  nega- 
Jived. 

Lor? 
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Lora  ,  Lord  Stormont  then  mpved^  that  the  Irifh  ftatntes  for  thi 

stormont.  laft  thirty -five  ycarSj  to  iaak&  the  Houlb  let  copajletci  bs 
ordered,      .     , 

This  was  alfo  negatived* 
The  Duke    .    The  Duke  of  Portland  preiented  a  petition  againfl  the  rc- 
©(Portlaad.  ^gju^i^QSj  frgwi  the  glafs  manufaifturers.     It  was  received, 
read)  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  refolutions* 

At  length  the  ordei:  of  the  day  was  read  for  going  into  a 
cpmmittee  on  the  refolutiohs  on  the  fubjeft  of  an  arrange- 
ment of  a  cotainiercial  intercourfe'  \vith  Ireland,  when  Lord 
Scaffdale  took  the  chair,  and  the  derk  proceeded  to  read  iht 
refolutions,  after  vhich  the  Hoijfe  tiraiteil,  while  Mr.  Cow^>er 
was  in  fearch  of  the  ,copy  of  the  eleven  propositions  vote  J 
by  the  Parliapient  of  Ireland,  and  laid  before  't"hc  Houfe  ori- 

iinaUy,.  together  with  the  iddreifes  of  the  Irifti  Houie  cf 
.ords  and  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons. 
tor<l  *    After  qn  interval  of  fome  minutes.  Lord  Stormott  role, 

Stormont.   ^^^  f^j j^  ^  confidered  it.  as  no  ill  omen  that  the  paper  con- 
taining a  copy  of  the  eleven  Irifh  propofitions  was  no  where 
to  be  round.    Thinking  as  \\t  did  of  their  tendency,  it  fhouid 
not  be  bis  office  to  drag  them  again  into  light;  and  indent 
To  t^nwelcome  a  tafk  he  had  no  occafion  to  undertake  the  exe- 
cution o^  .as  he  faw  a  noble  Lord  near  him,  who,  no  doubt, 
Vvas  ready  with  his  ufual  ability  to  ftand  up  and  fupply  the 
deficiency.     His  Lordfhip  faid,  the  noble  Lord  would  pro- 
bably explain  to  the  Cominittee  the  reafons  which  had  in- 
duced Adminiftration  to  abandon  the  eleven  Irifh  propofitions 
originally  opened  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  to  propcfe 
refolutions  fo  different  in  their  form,  and  fo  dlflind  in  their 
j>rin6iple,  as  thofe  then  under  xonfideration* 
lord  .  Lord  Sydney  faid,  he  was  a  little  aflonifhed  that  the  noble 

Sytiney.  Vifcount  fhould  have  called  upon  him  to  fupply  a  deficiency 
which  he  did  not  conceive  the  Committee  expeded,  or  anr 
individual  Lord  had  a  right  to  call  for  at  his  hands.  He  cer- 
tainly fhould  decline  the  tafk  the  nobla  Vifcount  had  been 
fo  good  as  to  afTign  him,  not  being  by  any  means  prepared 
to  go  into  detail  upon  the  fubjeft,  ndt  thinking  it  properly 
the  bufinefs  before  the  Committee,  an^  not  being  at  all  defi« 
rous  of  faying  any  thing,  from  9  wifh  th:tt  uotfatng  he  might 
accidentally  let  fall  fhould,  through  mifconftru£tion  or  mif- 
reprefentation,  be  made  ufe  of  to  the  prejudice  of  the  two 
countries.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  that  poflibly  the  noble  Vif- 
count, and  thofe  with  whom,  he  afted,  might  think  them- 
felves  entitled  to  call  upon  him  to  explain  atiy  thing  tbey 
profefTed  to  entertain  doubts  of,  and  upon  his  declining  to 
comply  with  their  requifitions,  might  deem  him  unworthy 
pf  the  fituation  which  he  had  at  that  time  the  honour  to 
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hold,:  He  could  oolj  (ay,  if  fach  fhould  be  their  feotimeitti^ 
that  his  utuation  was  hot  of  his  feekin^  and  confcious  as  he 
was  of  the  extreme  detrixnent^  that  might  arife  from  a  mif- 
reprefentation  of  any  thing  that  might  drop  from  him,  he 
certainly  would  not  fumifh  an  opportunity'  for  the  inconve* 
ntence  and  dinger  to  which  he  alluded.  Muft  as  Lord  Syd-^ 
ney  approached  the  condufion  of  his  fpe^ht  the  paper  tnat 
had  been  roiilaid,  was  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  box.  It 
was  accordingly  read,  together  with  the  Addrefles  of  the 
Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland,  atid  the  petitions  and  other 
papers  that  had  been  referred  to  the  Com^iittee  appointed  by 
their  Lordfhips. 

Lord  StormoHt  faid,  he  had  only  to  lament  to  .their  Lord-  ^^^  **'^ 
fliips  the  difadvantage  to  which  they  would  be  reduced  by 
the  filence  of  thofe  in  office.    He  held  It  to  be  a  condud  at 
once  unprecedented  and  unju^ifiable^  that  a  meafure  of  this 
extenfive  and  l^ing  confequehce  ihould  be  preiehtfpd  to  their 
Lordihips  with  no  explanation  whatever.    He  jfhbuld  avoid 
detail  in  what  he  was  now  to  ftate^  but  in  every  particular 
their  Lordihips  would  fee  how  this  firange  manner  of  bring* 
ing  forward  the  bu&nefs  eipbarrailed  and  clogged  their  con- 
ceptions of  the  fubje^.    One  great  defe£l  under  which  this 
vaA  arrangement  would  confequently  engage,  their  Lord- 
fliips*  attention,  was,  that  nocaufe  was  afligned  for;theadpp* 
tion  of  this  fyftem  at  pieftnt.,    He  denied  tl^t.  it  was  the 
eSeSt  of  a  former  Admioiftration.    That  nothing  had  been 
thrown  out,  with  many  others,  only  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
ftroylng  the  weight  of  fuch  objeAions  as  were  likely  to  be 
brought  againil  it.    But  thelrifhhad  themielvj^s  long  ago 
effectually  refuted  the  furmife,  by  declaring,  in  a  very  lo* 
lemn  manner,  their  entire  fatisfaction  with  what  had  thea 
been  done  for  them.    The  meafure  was  then  complete,  and 
the  prefent  fyflem  had  no  dependence  whatever  upon  it.  Tq 
reafon,  therefore,  on  this  principle,  was  abfurd  in  the  ex- 
treme, as  it  fuppoied  what  was  not  true,  that  a  fyflem  had 
commenced  and  remained  unfinifhed  till  the  prefent  Mini ftry 
took  it  up.     He  was  rather  inclined  to  give  them  the  merit 
of  the  whole.    The  ofFsprbg,  in  his  opinion,  was  their  own* 
But  the  birth  was  ngt  a  natural  one.    It  had  ftruggled  into 
life  under  a  complication  of  imperfeftions.    It  came  int* 
the  world  curtailed  of  every  &ir  proportion!,  and  ftamped 
with  every  mark  of  original  depravity.    He  had  endeavoured,, 
with  as  much  candour  and  coolnefi^  as  he  could,  to  feel  his 
way.    No  reafon  which  appeared  fu£5cient  to  him,  had  yet 
been  alledged  to  juftify  this  prodigious  innovation  in  the  in- 
tercourfe  of  the  two  countries.— —And  fince  Ireland  feemed 
fatisfied,  it  was  fomewhat  aftonifhing  that  we  were  not  fo« 
— ^Wehad,  certainly  made  great  and  liberal  exertions  to 
Vet*  XVIIL  F  render 
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'rctK^er  her  hp  of  national  feKcity  fult.     But  why  ihould  tb 
"tountry  be  exhaulled  to  make  it  overflow  ?  He  wa*  awzi? 
"that  the  people  of  Ireland,  like  fome  of  the  popular  leaders 
in  this  kingdbip,  were  foncitous  for  an  equal  reprefentaLoc. 
.  This  had' been  well  named  the  phrenzy  of  political  reforma- 
"tipn.    But  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  if  this  fyffcm  was 
Intended  to  pperate  as.  a  qompenfation  fbr'  that  meafcie;  i 
one  theory  waj  to  be  thus  bartered  for  Another,  the  pi]r- 
chafe  of  moderation,  in  this  inftanc^,  had  been  rated  much 
too  high.     He  tlien  called  upon  any  of  their  Lordfliips  to 
acct>unt  for  the  rellnquilliihg  the  former  for  the  fake  of  the 
*..  T  letter  propofitipns as  thqy  contained  nothing/  in  h\&  opinion, 
to  jjuftify  rtie  coinceffion.    Hq  alked  vhat  the  confequecces  lo 
this  country  wuft  have  been  had  not  thefe  refblutions  ben 
changed.     He  repeated  inoft  of  tliQ  arguments  which  bd 
before  been  dated  on,  this  part  of  the  (ubjefl  ;  and  recapitu- 
lated^' in  a  few  words,  fome  of  the  moft  ftrifeing  obje^icrs 
which  lay  againft  thp  refolutiohsjn  their  original  form.    Ke 
knew  none  of  the  confeouences  which  he  ftaied  were  k- 
tendfed.    But  he  aiked  their  Lordfhips  what  comfort  a  dyin^ 
man  received  fix)m  being  told  that  the  wound  of  which  he 
Was  expiring  was  not  meant  to  be  moftal?     He  inftanced  in 
this  part  orthe  argument  the  cafe  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, and  Weft-India  monopoly.   But  what  appeared  to  !i  m 
the  moft  pernicious  part  of  the  plan  was,  the  manner  in 
Whicih  it  violated  the  property  of  individuals.     The  wkis 
cbpy-right  '(>f  this  country^  which  bad  been  eftimatd  at 
libove  two  hundred;  thpuland  pounds^  *  was  by  this  fyftem,  i3 
Its  firft  ihajie,  altogether  annihilated.    This   was  done  bv 
the  pcprefentatlve  of  one  of  the  moft  enlightened  bodies  ci 
ihe  univerfe,  at  an  sera  in  which  fcience  was  in  its  fnll 
luftre,  and  by  a  Minifter  whofe  mmd  was;  formed  to  cmbnce 

all  that  was  nol)le  and  graceful  in  pplite  literature. But 

what  was  the  general  principle  which. run  through  thfefc  re- 
fblutions ? — ^They  were  undoubtedly^  intended  to  equalize  the 
commercial  advantages  of  the  two  .kingdoms*  But  be  w^s 
altogether  at  a  lofs  to  fee  where  this  prevailing  featVire  wis  to 
Be  found.  Suppofing  this  to  be  the  objedl  of  *  the  meafure, 
he  could  not  conceive  how  it  could  be  accompltfiied,  \in!.ii 
in  the  thre^  *  following  ways,  viz.  Tliat  all  manufafli::^ 
/hould  be  equally  free  in  both  ;  That  in  both  countries  efil 
duties  (hould  take  place  on  the  fame '  articles ;.  and,  Tat 
whatever  exceptions  were  adopted  in  any  of  thefe  refpect:^ 
Ihould  be  adopted  by  con  fent  of  both.  He  adverted  to  evcrr 
topic  of  argument  virhich  had  been  iiftd  in.  another  Hou!l\ 
He  quoted  a  letter  from  Sir  William  Temple,  i^  which  tijt 
§reat  Irifh  patriot  aflerted,  that  the  interpfts  of  Great  Bri- 
tain^ wherever  any  thing  lU^e  r1a(h?ng  or  jaixipff'  occ^''^'* 
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ought  to  have  the  preference.  They  were  not^  in  his  op^ 
iitoiiy  the  friends  ot  either,  who  ilid  not  heartily  fubfcciWto 
this  ientiment*  ^Arben  the  uniofi  of .  Scotland  and  ili'igland 
was  in  agitatipn,  the  propodtion  of  a  free  commercial  inter- 
courfe  vva$  propofed  to  the.iliigUih  commiiliohers.  ^mon^ 
theie  w^ne  the,  names  of  Cooper,  Halitax,  Godolphin,  ana 
Somers.  7^hefe  great  meii  nejedled .  the  propofal  fo  efFedtu-^ 
ally^  that  they  Avouid^  n6t  give  it  ^a  hearing.  He  Was  not^ 
however,  without  hopes,  that  Qxice  their  Lordfhips,  much 
to  their  honour,  had  resolved  to  go  into.  tZ^  evidence,  they 
would  nat  curtail  the  inatter,  hujt  go  into  it  at  full  length. 
For  his  own  fart,  though  he  had  &iled  in  three  motions  re- 
lative  to  that  evicfence,  out  of  the  only  four  he  had  macfe 
before  their  IVordihips,  arid  though  he  was  Hut  little  difpofea 
to  appear  oficioufly  bufy  tnaayinatteriy  this  ftruck  him  a^ 
of  t^  qancb  impprtance  to  be,  in  any  degree.  (lighted.  He 
therefore  dremeq  it  his  duty  j:a  do  every  thii^  which  he 
could  either  conceive  became  him  to  Ao,  or ^  whatever  the 
better  judgem'ent  of  others  might  dire^  him  in.  'And  hk 
ihottld  hope  the  notjon  which  bad  gone  fo;tIu  of  teasing  and 
tonmating  pother  Houfcy  ihould  iuve  no  enieiQ;  on  hin^,.  i^ 
troubiii^  tbeiiT  X-ordflups.  with  whatever  he  Ihould  think  e(^ 
iential  to  a  right  un^rilauding  of  the  matter  before  thenu 
Thii  he  was  alfo  n9t  ^little  haiyy  to  truft  would  be  tht 
cafe  of  tbe^manufa^orers.  Notwithftauding  the  flor  whicl^ 
many  bad  ^adeav9uifid  to  &%  on  their  afiiduity,  he  hopeA 
they  wfHild  double  their  diligence  on  the  prefent  occa&oh. 
They  might,  iaeur- the  indij^nantand  diirefpedful  language 
of  intereHsd  ijidividi{alsy  but  their  induiVry  and  vigilance  m 
defending  the  manufiiduring  intereft  of  their  CDutitry,  di4 
them  an  honour  which  the  violence  of  party  (pirit  could  nolb 
ultimately  ii^jure^  He  forebore  going  into  the  compenfatprv 
psLTt  of  the  fyfieiDy.as  that  might  leadhim  into  a  detail  which 
he  had  profefiedly  all  along  ayoided.  He  would  not  conclude 
without  ftili  expcefling  foroe  hopes,  that  one  or  other  of  thofe 
conneScd  with  His  Mary's  MiniHers  would,  In  coihpli* 
ance  with  the  earneft  dehres^of  4iij)ny  noble  Lords,  give  their 
JLordihips  fofqe  farther  infonx^ipa  on  the  refolutions  which 
lay  before  them. 

The  Earl  of  MitfdoH  vofe  ncict,  and  faid»  My  Lords,  baV-  The  e^i  of 
ing  VfUMp  fotfV^  .<H(f^fioi%  prefumed  to  lay  ^y  poor  ideas  AMo^aoo. 
before  ypur  Lprdfliips^n  the  fobje6l  of  Ireland;  haying  lU- 
ted  whatf  in  mj  humble  opinion^  was  .the  relative. Htuat Ion 
.of  thut  country,  to  thic,-  and  what  too  was  the  line'i^  right 
that  ought  to  pe.dnwn  between  them :  thofe  of  yotrr  Lor  j- 
.fhips  w)i9  JDM  dp  .ipe  tfaie  hpiu^r  to  recoUe£l  what  tho(i 
ideas  were,  will  readily  perceive,  ^hat  I  do  oot  now  rife  to 
i^tx  myfelf  to  your  LordjQiipf»  in  oppoCtiod  to  tiie  liieafure 
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that  is  now  before  us ;  but»  on  the  contrary^  to  gtv^  it  iry 
firm  and  hearty  fupport.  The'  ideas,  mj  Lords,  which,  I 
ventured  to  fubmit  to  the  Honfe^  refpeded  the  policy  of  tht 
two  kingdoms,  and  not  their  commerce;  they  werepohdol 
and  not  commercial.  Of  the  former,  my  Lords,  that  is,  ci 
the  policy  of  the  two  cotmtries,  the  thne  is  gone  by ;  jails 
iffi  atta;  and  what  I  have  faid,  is,  perhaps,  better  bnrted  in 
filence  than  revived  by  repetition.  Of  the  latter,  that  is, 
of  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries,  the  pcopofittons  now 
before  you  form  the  fubjed-matter  only ;  ai^  as  fbch,  it  is 
to  them,  and  them  only,  that  I  am  called  upon  to  ezprefs 
the  reafons  of  niy  fatista£^ion,  as  the  ground  of  tfalt  aiirfnc 
which  I  ihall  moft  chearfully  and  x^ily  pvc  to  ycur 
Lordihips* 

.  But,  my  Lords,  before  I  do  this,  I  cannot  hrip  Eiying  a 
word  or  two  in  reference  to  what  has  pafled  upon  this  hb- 
yStj  merely  as  it  has  Tehiti6n  to  tharinlblence  of  oppofiticn 
(for  fo  I  Will  call  it)  which  hak  been  given  by  fome,  to  xhc 
meaftife  of  thefe  propofitions* 

My  Lords,  what  has  been  done  refpefting  the  policy  cf 
Ireland  and  this  country*;  I  mean  that  part  of  it  whidi,  in 
my  confcience^  I  could  not  approve,  was  not  the  ad  of  His 
Miljefty^s  prefent  Minifter.  Of  this,  his  hand^  like  tbcfe 
pf  bis  great  father  before  him,  <*' are*  clean  f^  and  I  leioice 
that  hands  Tuch  as  his,  upon  (uch*a  fubjed,  are  dean.  But 
to  whom  then  ihall  we  impute  this  zA  t  To  him,  my  Lords, 
to  that  very  man  who  now  boldly  ftands  forth  the  enemv  of 
a  mesifure,  which,  if  in  any  degree  wrong,  his  oondoA,  and 
his  conduA  ^nly^  1^^  made  neceflary,  and  oompds  the  p^r- 
ibrmance  of, 

Conceffibns,  efpeciatly  when  neither  aflced  lor  nor  ex- 
pe^ed,  never  fail  tq  prove  the  parent  of  conceffions.  Con- 
ceffion  begets  concefiion,  till  where  to  ftop  is  often  out  cf 
the  reach  of  human  wifdom  to  know.  TTiis  was  the  cafe 
with  Ireland,  and  this  country ;  and  yet  the  very  author  of 
.  thofe  cbneefTions  is  now  one  of  die  unnatural  ringleaders  of  an 
unnatural  fndtiori  in  this  country,  inoppofition  to  a  meafurs 
which  he  hiinfelf,  as  I  have  fkid,  has  rendered  cf  neceffity  ro 
pedone.    . 

Who  this  nian  is,  your  Lofdfhips  nited  not  be  told.  Tfclrk 
of  the  man  who  has  done,  aU  the  mtfchlef  that  folly  and 


be  is  the  man,  in  title  the  hioft  fitting  that  belongs  to  bir). 
thb  Minifler  of  the  American  war^  tod  il|(<m\ich  the  er^"- 

c?ulprit  of  th^  natSom    ' '  '^ 
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'  This  k  the  man,  he  wnQ,:  at  the  very-  tih>e  he  was  jnant^ 
kig  the  dagger  in  the  breafti  of  our  fellowfuhje<Sts  in  Ame- 
witSLp  and  wafting  the  public  tresffure  of  M9 'country,  with  a 
pcofligacy  unknown  to  the  annals  of  any  gdvernmeiit  upon 
the  face  of  the  globe,  for  the  exprefe  parpole  of  Aaintaining, 
as  he  declared^  *<  the  juft  and  undoubted  iegiflative  rights  of 
««  Great  Britain:''  What  did  this  Minifter  d9,'\ny  Lords? 
Without  demand)  nay,  witliout  expeAation  on  the  part  of 
Ireland  (for  the  demands  and*  expeditions  of  Inland  at  that 
time  went  no  fiirther  than  to  the  modification  of  Poyning'is 
Law,)  I  fay,  my  Lords,  Wb^  did  this  Minifter  do  ?  That 
the  difi;ontents  of  Irdand  migin  not  operate^  in  conjunAion 
with  thofe  of  America,  to  the  I06  df  his  place,  mitnujud 
pt9pria  inimica,  with  his  own  unhallowed  hand,  and  in  the 
hodr  of  political  daftardy  and  cowardice,  he  not  only  opened, 
(without  even  a  propofition  of  equivalency,  'when*  almoft 
$tny  equivaloit  whatever  might  have  been  obtained),  the 
whole  of  the  Weft  India  commerce  to  Ireland ;  but,  in  fo  do* 
ing,  furrendered  up  the  Iegiflative  rights  of  this  country  over 
Ireland  to  Ireland.  [See  the  20th  Geo.  ni.  capi  10.  where 
the  right  of  reeuiating  the  commerce  of  Irdand  is  taken  out 
of  the.Britifti  rarliament,  and  transferred,  for  the  firft  time 
in  the  annals  of  England,  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.^-^ 
A  furrender,  my  Lords,-  which,  if  I  did  not  *  fee)  my  felt  in 
the  capacity  of  a  judge,  and  but  for  the  indecency  of 'One' 
under  thofe  circumftanoes  calling  out  fbr,  and  prbvdking 
impeachments,  I  ftiould  never  ceafe  tb  be  filent '  until  that 
Minifter  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  this  Houfe;  for,  my 
Lords,  if  it  be  true^  that  tht  right  of  regulation  and  con* 
trol  over  the  commerce  of  Ireland  has  ever  been'  in  the  Parli* 
ament  of  Great  Britain;  and  if  it  be  true^  as  a  fundamental 
maxim  both  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  as  well  as  of  the 
conftitution  of  this  country  (and  what  noble  Lord  ispofleiled 
of  fufficient  temerity  to  venture  to  aflert  the  contrary  r)  that 
^'  the  l^iflative  being  but  a  delegated  power  from  the  peo^l^ 
"^^  they  who  have  it  cannot  pafs  it  over  toothers;^  What 
argument  ctin  elude  Impeachment,  what  plea  prevent  con- 
demnation i^ 

Btit,  having  fald  that  what  was  done,  was  without  demlihS 
iDr  expeAation  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  and  wifliing  t6  Be  as 
well  fouiidad  in  hSi  as  I  am  in  argument,  I  will,  ih  order 
to  afirertaib  this,  beg  leave  to  read  a  pafagraj^h  or  two  from 
a  j^sanphlet  which  was  written  and  poblilhed  in  Ireland  at 
the  tidM^'atid  at  the  inflance,  as  I  do  verily  beFieve,  of  the 
.  Minifter  bimfelf,  for  he  is  called  therein,  <*  one  of  the  moft 
<<  liberal  and  virtuous  Minifters  Great  Britain  has  ever  been 
'<<  bkfied  with  V  This  pamphlet  Is  entitled^  <<  Confiderationns 
^  fatyttcd  to  the  People  of  Ireland*''    It  was  written  in 
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« 

attfwvr  to  oae  (aiJ  to  be  written  by  Mr*  Gr^tan,  on  Ihe  Mu- 
tiny Billy  ftnd  the  p^rt  I  allude  to  is  this  ;-^^  The  fuddea 
^'  and  uoexpe£);ed  conceffion  to  us,  of  unlimicecl  trade  cm 
<*  the  part  of  Great  BritaiOy  after  a  violent  and  uojuiUQ* 
-<<  able  detenfioii  of  it  for  above  a  century ;  thaft  trade!  by 
^'  means  of  which  ihe  became  the  miilrei's  and  the  wonder 
*^  of  the  work) ';  that  tcade !  for  the  exclirfive  enjoyment  of 
^<  which  her  iegiflature  has  endeavooredy  at  every  rili)ue,  to 
^*  vindicate  a  fupreoucy  over  rhe  fubordinate  paits  of  i\^ 
^  empire  j  that  trade!  on  account  of  die  ufarpation  of  which 
^<  Ibe  has  lived  in  jeatoufy  and  enmity  with  us  for  a  century 
<<  paft ;  that  flie  ihould  fo  fuddenly,  lb  generoufly,  and  (o 
*'  equally  admit  us  into  a  pari^cipatioa  of  that  tiade  with. 
<<  her^  i$  a  matter,  we  fb  little  expefited,  that  we  fcarcdy  be- 
<<  lieve  ber  iiacere  in  it ;  and  the  aftoniihed  Iriibaian  receives 
^  the  booAt  as  Scrub  does  Archer's  generofity  to  the  play— 
<<  Ah!  it  is  a  guinea,  by  this  light  ;^--but  I  fuppofe^  brother 
^  Martin>  you  expe^  one-and-twenty  (hillings  in  change  T 
Such  then  is  this  Minifter,  and  (uch  the  man  whom  we 
now  find  linked  with  the  immaculate  houfe  of  Cavendiiii» 
and  to  wb^in  iU  th^  Whigs  of  this  country  ai«  called  upon 
to  lock  «p»  and  to  bow  down  to,  as  to  the  god  of  their  ido- 
latry.   Shameful  profanation!  OJi profMum ^ulgui^  ft arccs. 
And  why,  my  Lords  f  U  it  becauie  principles  unite  the 
baud?  No^  for  realbns  ten  times  worfe  than  any  principle, 
be  that  principle  ever  fo  bad.     From  motives  of  private  in« 
ferefti  feparated  from  thofe  of  the  public  good.     From  mo- 
tives of  coalition,  for  the  avowed  purpofeof  feizing  upon  the 
government  of  the  country,  and  of  driving  from  the  beb 
a  Minifter  who,  by  a  peace,  had  faved  the  nation  from  cer- 
tain and  irremediable  perdijtion;  and  a  peace  too,  <niy  Lords, 
which,  to  ufe  the  eloquent  and  cla/Gc  language  of  our  pre- 
sent Minifter,    was  made  as  neceilary  by  one  part  oi  this 
fadion,  as  it  was  unconditionally  declared  to  IsNfTo  by  the 
other. 

And  now,  my  Lords,  for  a  few  words  6n  the  bufmeis  more 
imipediately  before  us :  The  preferit  piroppiitions  are^  is 
themfelveg,  fimpiv  commercial.  Their  objeA  is  to  open  a 
.free  icrterconrfe  or  trade  between  the  t?wo  kingdomSy  and  of 
that  trade  to  give  an  equal  participation  to  both*  So  far 
then  no  pofDble  objeflion  thereto  can  arifein  tny  isind*  ^^ 
the  admifTiHn  of  freedom  in  trade  to  Ireland,  my  wiAes  bave 
not  only  gone  in  all  its  latitude,  but  they  have  gone  much 
farthar.  It  was  my  wifh  that  Ireland  fliould  pwefs  int^r- 
^naily  a  complete  and  independent  legiflation  6ver  xtfitlf;  ^n^ 
upon  that  ground  I  voted  moft  cordially  for  the  repeal  df  the 
declaratory  law  of  the  6th  of  George  U     Oiot  other  wiih  I 

...  *  •    M 
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ad,  but  ir  was  of  suidiSier  compleQioti*  tt  was  that  t)i^  re- 
lolation  ot  and  .the  control  over,  the  external  commerce  of 
XG  whole  Britifh  em)nte  night  &\tt  remain  in  the  Pariiametu 
f  Great ISritain ;  anchin  fo  thinking^,  I  conteived  t  was  cori-  ^ 
altinfc  no  left  the  iMercft;pf  IfeUn*,  than  the  good' of  the 
rhole ;  Whether  I  was'tight^  W  whether  I  WaS  wrong,  time 
^•jfV  evince..  The  grouttd^  vipciti  which  my  opinion  was 
:>t'me<!,l  have  already  ftated  iadrgpment  to  this  IjpufiJ.  tt 
hey  are  falfacious,  I  fhall  rejoice  that  they  are  fo ;  if  not, 
5t  hifti^look  to  it  fcf  the  ill*  confequences  that  may  enfue 
vho  his  WeiV  tfte  caufe  of  th€Wi. 


proportions  of  commerce  only, 'but  propositi 

amity  ])etweeti  two  jarring  kingdoms.    Siich  are  thefe  prq- 

pofitlons';  and  this  the  light  itt  which  we  mud  behold  them;: 

propofitipns,  my.  Lords^  with  which,  fingle  handed  and  alone, 

I  would  meet  and  combat  with  all  the  manufacturers  of  Eng^- 

laud.    What !  (hall  the  intcreftsor  any^fet  of  men,  howevet- 

numerous,  be  put  in  competition',  and  be  made'  to  countejrad: 

the  joint  interefts  of  two  kingdoms }  And  what  man  who 

calls  himielf  a  ftatefman,  and   is  not  affeep,  that  w6uI3 

liften.  for  a  moment  to  an  oppofition  like  this?  Let  us  rer 

member  America,  my  Lord^,  and  let  us  not  forget  the  iflue 

of  that  unhappy  contefh  ,  Let  us  recoiled  the  footing,  that^ 

contrary  to  all  belief,  France  bbtiined' in  that  country;  and 

then  turning  our  eyes  upon  Jreland,  let  us  fee- the  hold  that         ,.^ . 

Tranc^.  has  there:  a  hold^  my;  Lords,  that  makes  this  ader         y'  t 

licate  iiibjed  to  touch  upon.;  and  your  Lordfllips  perceiving 

this,  T  ihall  only  fay— Clpfe  with  Ireland  in  .the  moment 

when  you  may  do  fo,  and  bind  her  to  you  by  the  prevalence 

of  her  worldly  intereft,  though  you  may  not  be  able  to  do  io 

by  any  other.-*' Having  (haken  off*  the  fetters  of  your  laws, 

let  her  \ie  attached  to  you  by  the  ties  and  bonds  ot  a£fe£lion. 

Be  one  peoj|;xIe.    Let  your  intereft  be  one ;  let  your  objedts  b^ 

the  (ame ;  and  let  the  means  to  the  end  be  fo  likewife. 

My  Lords,  I  have  only  to  add  my  congratulations  to  His 
M;^efty's  Minifters,  for  having  made  from  fo  bad  a  beginning 
lb  n)od  an  ending.  Out. of  a  chaos  a  fyftem  has  appeared  ^ 
thehappy  ftuits  of  which,  in  the  uninterrupted  happinefs 
and  proiperity  of  both  khigdoms,  long.}  long!  may  eacH 
eohtinue  to  reap  and  enjoy  !\ 

The  tord  Cbqnetlbr  began  a  reply  to  Lord  Stprmont,  with  The  Lor* 
ibilMi^JlManration^  partly  ironical^  oa  t}ie  Klutary  delay  that  ciuna 

th« 
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the  nobk  Vifcount  had  rocomcQeiided,  dficlarii^  tfat  he> 

lieved,  for  the  moil  part,  the  noble  Vifcowit  would  act  -: 

cafion  any  delay  but  what  was  iaiutary*    His  LoidfiLp  .i : 

by  the  noble  Lord*s  animated  apoftrophe  to  the  mancLiz 

rers,  and  the  particular  adlion  that  accompanied  tt»  it  ks= 

as  if,  in  order  to  create  delay  hot  quite  b  falutary,  the  &:: 

Vifconnt  ftood  in  need  of  their. aid  and  affitonop,  and  ±^ 

there  ifrere  fome  perfons  of  that  defcripcion  bebw  tbe  br 

His  Lofdihip  defended  Lord  Sydney  for  not  having  fyoia^ 

declaring  that  there  was  no  occafion,  and  that  the  nobkL:-: 

%akdf '.  .1$  he  conceived,  affigned  good  reafons  for  not  goii%  r*^ 

the  (hbjed,  the  queftion  iminediately  before  the  Comics  * 

heing  chat  the  petitioners  be  called  in,  and  heard  by  tLrr- 

jelves  ^d  couhfeL    It  was  wife  and  expedient,  his  Loroi'^  • 

laid,  ior  the  Minifter  and  for  Mr.  Orde  to  go  fully  into  i  - 

lubjeA,  when  the^  feverallv  ftated  the  propofitioos  to  F: - 

Jiament  here  and  m  Irelano,  becaofe  the  fubjcft  was  tb^ 

new  and  not  underftood;    but    the  reverfe  of  the  ur. 

feafon  being  the  Qife  now,  he  thought  it  not  right  ftx  rv 

noble  Lord  to  go  into  it,  and  he  commended  him  for  r::: 

luving  done  fo,  '  With  regard  to  the  noble  Vifcounu  rt- 

commendation  that  the  noble  Lord  {hould  imitate  cbeexr::- 

pie  of  the  Mlnifter,  he  begged  him  to  remember  it  was  '^ 

^uite  fo  eafy  a  thing  to  imitate  him  ;  perhaps  the  nobk  Vr- 

count  was  himfelf,  from  his  fuperipr  eloquence,  moft  cap :ir> 

of  attempting  it  with  fuccefs.     His  Lordfhip  paid  Lcc 

tStormont  many  compliments  on  the  able  fpeech  he  had  m^jf. 

hut  feemed  to  confider  it  as  a  fine  fpeech,  made  merely  rr 

the  purpofe  of  procrafiination.      His  Lordfhip  cQoc]i:i:i 

ivith  Repeating  the  motion^'  viz*  <^  That  the  petitiooen  b: 

called  in.** 

lovl  Lord  l^ughborougb  rote  to  put  It  to  their  Lordihips  mi  -: 

\^^^   the  noble  and  l^rnjcd  Lord,  whether  the  truly  eloquent  fpee:: 

'^^^^^       that  had  been  delivered  by  his  noble  friend  really  had  made  r,. 

Other  imprefliph  upon  the  Qommittee,  thaii  appearing  to:r 

%  fpeech  agaihfl  time  ?  His  Lordfhip  afked,  if  the  lufter!' 

explanation  of  the  various  circumflances  attending  thetn:.  - 

kftion,  if  the  valuable  information  fumiihed  to  the  G^- 

mittee  by  the  able  invefligation  of  the  fubje6(,  and  tk  >> 

riety  of  new  lights  thrown  upon  it  by  the  noble  yifcoc:*. 

dtierved  to  be  fo  confidered  as  the  noble  and  learned  L'^:' 

had  chofen  to  confider  it.     Having  faid  this,  he  exprcfl^  i  > 

fufprife  at  the  condu£l  of  the  n^te  Lord,  who,  thoue^.  : 

appeared  to  be  his  proper  and  peculiar  duty  to  open  the  b-'^- 

nefs  to  the  Houie^  had  declined  it  for  the  extraordinary  ru- 

Ton  he  had  Aated,  viz.  f4Q^i€ar  he  fhould  liappen  to  drop  ^' 

thing  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  that  might,  by  a  mifcco- 

ftrjiSion^  be  made  a9  improper  or  mifbhievous  ulib  of  wlt!^'^* 

•    •    •     •  i>cv 
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doors.  He  reafoned  on  this  for  iomt  time,  and  ui^ed  Its  ex- 
treme impropriety,  declaring  that  on  every  preceding  occa- 
fion  at  all:  fimilar,  the  noble  Lord*s  predeceflbrs  had  not  only 
thought  it  right,  but  their  indifpenfable  duty,  to  explain  the 
bufinefs  to  the  Houfe.  He  cited  the  cafe  of  the  treaty  with 
France,  in  the  teign  of  Queen  Anne,  immediately  after  the 
peace  of  Utrecht,  and  alfo  the  famous  convention  treaty, 
declaring  that  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Lord  Godolphin 
^ould  have  difdained  to  have  wrapped  themfelves  up  in  fuch 
a  clokd^  where,  on  every  plea  of  manlinefs,  fairnefs,  and  re-. 
fpe<9:  to  the  Committee,  fome  one  Minifter  ought  to  have 
flood  forward  and  have  detailed  the  fyftem  of  policy  upon 
which  the  intended  treaty  was  founded.  His  Lordftiip  alfo 
took  notice  of  Lord  Sidney's  having  faid,  he  had  not  fought 
for  the  place  he  held.  It  was,  he  declared,  an  affumption  of 
greater  modefty  th^n  appeared  to  him  to  be  neceffary,  nor 
xrould  he  very  readily  credit  it.  He  faid,  the  deduction  na-  ' 
turally  arifing  from  fuch  an  argument  as  the  noble  Lord  had- 
iffed  in  order  to  avoid  fpeaking,  was  fuch  as  the  relpedt 
which  he  bore  to  the  noble  Lord  would  not  fufier  him  to' 
mention. 

Lord  Sydney  faid,  notwithftanding' what  the  noble  and  Lord  Sy4- 
learned  Lord  had  been  pleafed  to  fuggeft,  he  fhould  referve  ^^' 
himfelf  for  the  fit  occaAon  to  enter  mto  the  particulars  of 
the  fyftem ;  the  queftion  at  prefent  he  took  to  be  merely, 
that  the  petitioners  be  heard  by  themfelves  and  their  counfel. 
With  regard  to  Mr.  Orde,  whofe  example  had  been  held  out 
to  him,  let  the  Committee  recoUeft  how  Mr.  Orde  had 
been  treated,  and  then  afk  themfelves  if  that  was  any  en- 
couragement for  him  to  render  himfelf  liable  to  the  fame 
mifreprefe;itation  and  abufe.  He  complained  of  the  libellous 
ufe  of  what  had  been  ftated  to  be  Mr.  Orde's  fpeech,  that 
had  been  made;,  declpiring  that  as  foon  as  news  arrived  of 
his  having  opened  the  propofitions,  an  inflammatory  hand- 
bill, containing  what  was  ftated  to  be  Mr.  Orde's  arguments, 
with  violent  comments  fubjoined  to.  each,  had  been  publifli- 
ed  and  circulated  throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  From  that' 
libellous  handbill  had  the' noble  Lords  fpoken  who  had  allud- 
ed to  Mr.  Orde's  fpeech,  for  they  could  have  it  on  no  other 
authority.  With  regard  to  his  having  faid  the  fituation  h« 
held  was  not  of  his  feeking,  he  adhered  to  that  aftertion. 
He  was  confcious  he  w^s  not  worthy  of  it ;  but  while  he  had 
the  honour  to  fill  it,  he  would  fill  it  with  fpirit,  and  he 
trufted  with  credit. to  himfelf.  When  he  could  quit  it  cre- 
ditably to  himfelf,  no  man  would  be  more  ready  to  do  fo 
than  he  ihould  be. 

The  Earl  of  CarliJIe  faid  it  was  a  very  extraordinary  cir-  The  Earl 
cumftanoe,*  that  neither  the  noble  lord,  nor  any  one  of  His  of  Carlifl«p 
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Ms^tft/s  Miniilers,  would  ftand  up  ^ai  give 
tee  th|»  iiiforoa^tion  they  ought  tQ  haip  tmn  tlye  ^ 
They  ha4  nothing  before  theoi  but  the  naked  reCUtptiuci^t 
the  report  of  the  Privy  Council  was  the  greatcft  iaa 
mockefy  that  could  be  conceived)  iince  nothing  ctwld  I 
greater  ffirc^  and  mockery  than  an  inquiry  iet  qa  &oc 
the  propoiltions  h<|d  been  voted  by  tlie  Irilk  Parlianmiy; 
inquiry  the  fole  obje6l  of  which  feemed  to  br  not  Cc 
fault  with  the  proportions*  His  X'Ordftup  £ud»  they 
1^  lefs  than  feven  of  His  MajeftyV  Cabinet  MuiL«br3i 
that  Houfe^  s^nd  yet»  ftrange  to  t^ll,  no  inforBiatioQ  chI 
they  obtain,  but  were  left  to  iit  ddwn  to  the  fkmder  (aot^ 
their  table*  He  lamented,  that  the  Minifter  himiHtn 
not  among  them,  but  the  Nile,  he  obferved,  flowed  t: 
there,  and  although  they  had  th&  fepifm  qftia  Niiiy  theirs 
ters  were  dried  up,  and  fo  far  from  fertilifing  the  couarn 
not  one  drop  of  information  was  to  be  obtained  from  tfi::. 
His  Lordjhip  flill  preiled  for  fome  explanation. 

Ac  length  the  queftioa*  was  agre^  so,  and  Mr.  EdLr 
was  called  to  the  bar. 

Ihirfiajt  June  g. 

Lori  Stor*  Lord  Stormont  pneiented  a  petition,  figned  hy  thefflain:6c| 
■'•°^*  turers  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  their  Londflj"' 
would  poftpone  for  the  prefent,  coming  to  a  decifion  oo  rL" 
Irifli  Propofitions,  and  that  they  might  be  permitted  tocr- 
to  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  cither  by  themfelves  or  couptV,  • 
explain  their  motives  for  making  fuch  a  re^ueft  so  tl ; 
Lordihips. 

A  (hort  debate  arofe  upon  the  propriety  of  the  je^teS: 
which,  however,  w«s  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Tue/Jajy  yum  14* 

A  petition  from  the  manufacturers,  members  c^.the  Q^ 
ber  of  Commerce,  praying  to  be  heard  by  themfel>es  k 
counfel  againft  the  Iriih  propofitions  was  predated}  n^  ^ 
motion  was  made  for  granting  the  prayer* 

Lord  Camden  rofe  and  moved,  ^<  that  the  wordi  for  6^'' 

.  ]f\g   them  \>y  themfelves  or  counfel   be  omitted/  v^'* 

caufed  fome  debate;  but  was  agreed  to  upoa  ^  diriiioficii^ 

qgainft  I2« 

Friday,  yutie^tj*^ 

TheRarlof     XHc  Earl  ofD^AjF* informed  their  ^x>nldup&  tb^t  \t^ 

^*^y*       a  petition  from  the  manufafturers  at  Manche£brt  ^^  ^ 

was  requefted  to  prefent.  to  the  Houfe ;  bnt  it  ms  of  ^ 

magnitude;^  as  to  its  flzi^  that  Jie  .could  oot^  ^fidMS^^ 


ej  ^ftry  ft  iht6  the  ttdufe;  And  is  the  fobj^  matter  ?t 
aJrifedj  Wfti  ttfthe  high^ft  importtnce  to  the  well  bekig  df 
kii^gdtM^)  he.trulfed,  that  their  Lordfhips  would,  if  he 
i!>  drd^  diove  foi-  tHfe  affiftanceof  tlie  clijrk  in  carrying 
petition  tp  the  table*  He  meant  not,  he  fatd,  to  tlk  any 
>uf  frijifa  the  HoaftJ  Be  ^hfidehsd  himftlf  in  the  office 
lis  duty,  as  a  Kteixitor  df  Parfiament,  maki^  a  itiotioh 
ch  ihou^ld  be  inftrtfcd  in  the  Jtwitnals  of  the  Hbnfe^  to 
ve  to  p^Aktiiy^  that.ti  pfctitioft  %ned  by  one  huhdred  and 
ntv  th6iifiilid  maiinfedltirer^,  had  betfn  preferttfed  to  their 
-dlhipfe ;  Ihat  the  gr^tfeft  part  of  thfe  fubfcrlbert  were  meh 
tht  firft  eteKMince,  and  of  the  higheft  -re|)ufe  in  their 
ntry  5  arid  that  itk  the  nioft  fervent  ^tnanner,  the  pnyer  of 
t  petition  befeeched  their  Lordlfaips  not  to  mia  a  trade  oh 
ich  thfe  brdad  of  fo  many  thoufands  depended* 
^ord  Thttrtow  left  the  wooifack,  and  addreffingTiimfdfto  LordThnr- 
rd  Derby,  faid  that  the  noble  EirFs  intention  tK  handing  ^** 
matter  down  to  pofterity  would  be  fully  ahfwered,  by 
motion  itfeif,  winch  of  courfe  would  be  entered  on  the 
irnajs,  ibttingthat  a  petition  fignedby  one  hfmdred  and 
mty  thonfand  raanufa^urers,  had  been  prefented  againft 
:  Iriih  refoiutioi)5 ;  and  that  thofe  manufafhii^rs  wer^  the 
labitants  of  rhancheAer. 

Lord  Jderhy  replied,  that  he  thought  the  purp6&  of  the  mo-  La^  r«rby. 
n,  would  be  anfwei^  by  handing  a  circumftance  of  fo  un- 
nmon  a  nature  to  pofterityj  proving,  by  the  Journals  pf  the 
)ufe,  in  what  manner,  and  hy  what  numbers  of  the  people 
iicipally  interefied  in  the  event,  their  Lordfliips  were  fup- 
cated  to  »fe  tl^eir  authority,  and  prevent  the  fahil  confc- 
ences  that  muft  attend  an  Act  of  Parliament  fraught  with 
:h  a  m'ulifiplicity  of  evils,  a«  the  eme  in  agitation  muft 
oduce. 

The  petitioii  was  then  hrought  up  by  his  Lor^fliip  and  the 
erk. 

^urfdajy  yum  3OU 

The  eMuftH^itti  df  witttefles  telatire  to  the  Irifh  propoH- 
3ns  was  •toriduded*  and 

Lord  Sidney  without  any  prefatory  fpeech,  tnoved,  that 
le  Ho«ife>  &ould,  oii  Friday  the  8th  of  July,  refolve  itftlf 
to  a  Coftotdlttee,  to  ciiWfidfer  of  the  faid  pi*opofi€ion«. 
After  a  Aon  debate,  the  moftos  made  by  Lord  Sidncfy 
as  agrled  to. 

/V/V^,  July  % 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  the  Houfe  to 
ifolve  itfeif  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the 

G  a  commercial 
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commercial  refolutiens  relative  to  InSlaody  the  Lord   CL.  • 
cellor  put  the  queftion,    ^<  that  the  Houie  do adjoum  dcr- 
5^  pleaiure,  in  order  to  form  itfelf  into  the  faid  Conimin 
.The  fame  being  agreed  to  by  their  Lordfhip€>  Lord  H^w  : 

took  the  chair. 
Lord  Sid-        Lord  Sidney  then  ro(e,  and  began  h\%  fpeech  with  ciecL 
"*!•  ing,  that  it  was  not  from  any  want  of  refpefi  to  their  Lc:. 

/hips,  or  from  any  derelidlion  of  his  duty,  that  he  fincer: 
lamented  that  the  arduous  ta(k  of  opening  to  the  Houfe  v: 
purport  and  tendency  of  the  refolutions,  had  not  been  plac  1 
.in  any  hands  but^his  own.     In  the  debates  that  had   alreiJr 
taken  place  upon  the  fubje^);',  a  queftion  had  been   pur  :• 
him,  which,  he  owned  he  had  not  expected  to  have  \\::.. 
afked,  and  that  was,  What  was  the  neceffity  that  raatk-  f 
Majefty's  Miniflcrs  think  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  h::7i 
forward  any  plan  for  the  arrangement  of  a  commercial  inr--- 
courfe  with  Ireland  ?    To  that  queflion  he  conceived  it  wol 
have  been  a  fuiEcIent  anfwer  to  have  moved,  that  the  refolu- 
tion  come  to  by  their  Lordiliips  on  the  17th  of  May,  ir 
the  Year  1782,  be  read;  he  therefore  moved,  that  it  be  lijca 
read.  .   -• 

It  was  then  read  as  follows : 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  it  is  indifp-n- 
.  ,   **  fable  to  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  both  kingdoms,  iliat 
/*  the  connedtion  between  them  fliould  be  eilabliihed  by  ihl- 
.*'  tualconfent  upon  a  folid  and  permanent  footing;  andtK^: 
.**  an  humble  addrefs  fhall  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  tiiJt 
"  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  fuch  cei- 
"  fures  as, his  Majefty  in  his  Royal  wifdom  Aiall  think  mof: 
^'  conducive  to  that  important  end." 

Lord  Sydney  rofe  again,  and  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  ca- 
mours,  the  difcontents,  and  the  riots  that  had  taken  phre 
in  Ireland,  fubfequent  to  the  voting  of  this  refolvtiom  He 
mentioned  alfo  the  proceedings  by  attachment,  and  ail  thf 
various  circumftances  that  manifefted  the  jealoufy  and  unei- 
fir'.efs  of  that  country,  and  made  up  the  neceffity  that  cauki 
.Miniflers  to  think  it  their  duty  to  lofe  no  time  in  comir; 
forward  with  fome  plan  for  cementing  the  two  kingdoms  0? 
principles  of  union,  harmony,  and  affe<£lion.  With  t:.< 
view  it  was,  he  faid,  that  the  eleven  propofitions  votec  br 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland,,  had  been  originally  propofed,  ir.J 
the  refolutions  that  had  been  fent  up  to  their  X^ordihips  bv 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  notwithftanding  what  hatdiseen  UA 
to  the  contrary,  he  fhould  contend  were  not  by  any  merx' 
a  departure  from  the  principle  of  thofe  proportions.  H) 
T.ordfhip  took  notice,  that  in  the  coucfe  of  the  various  cv:r- 
fory  debates  that  had  taken  place,  fince  the  fubjeft  had  lYti: 
under  conilderat ion  in  that  Houfe,  a  word  had  beer  trJ^^ 
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%ie  of  that  called  for  fome  aniinadverfion.    It  had  been  faid,. 
:hat  the  original  proportions  had  been  negatived.    This  he 
[nuft  deny  for  the  reafoo  he  had  fiated,  viz.  becaufe  the  re- 
folutipii.s  were  built  on  precifely  the  fame  principle,  as  was 
made  thQ  groundwork  of  the  proportions  that  came  from 
Ireland.     He  dilated  on  this,   and  declared  it  would  have 
been  wifer  to  hav^.  negatived  the  propofitiohs  in  a  fair,  an 
open  and  manly  way,  than  thus,  by  infmuation,  to  have  at^ 
tempted  to  convey  to  Ireland,  that  they  had  been  negatived, 
wheti  the  fa£t  was  undeniably  otherwife.     Having  reafoned 
generally,  and  preliminarily,  his  l^ordfhip  proceeded  to  fpeak 
to  the  feveral  refolutions,  and  the  tendency  of  each.    He 
iUted,  that  the  firft  of  the  eleven  propofitions  had  been,  in 
the  other  Houfe,  divided  into  two,  for  the  purpofe  of  voting 
that  part  of  it,  which  fiood  as  the  firft  refolution,  unani- 
moufly.    That,  he  obferved,  contained  a  principle  in  which 
all  were  agre^.     It  reminded  then  for  him  to  prove,  that 
the  remaining  refolutions  grew  neceflarily  out  of  the  firft, 
and  were  all  of  them  pe^feftly  correfpondent  to  the  principle 
x>f  it,  Htid  illijiftrative  of  its  purport  and  meaning.    This  he 
thought  hejibould  be  able  to  do,  to  the  fatisfa£iion  of  their 
Lordftirps.  .  He  then  animadverted  on  the  feveral  fubfeqtient 
refolutions,  and  contended,  that  they  communicated  to  Ire«- 
land  a  participation  of  our  trade  and  mauufa£tures,  checked 
and  guarded  only  by  fuch  exceptions  as  were  obvioufly  necef- 
fary  for  the  fecurity  of  our  revenue.     Speaking  of  the  fourtH 
refolution,  he  took  notice  of  the  clamour  that  had  been  raifed 
upon  it,  upon  two  different  grounds,  viz..  that  it  was  eitiier 
an  interference  with  the  independence  of  the  Irift^  legiflaturc, 
ill  refpeft  to  the  tn^de  and  navigation  laws  to  be  made  here^ 
after,  or  that  it  was  a  refumption  and  revocation  of  the  right 
of  legiflating  for  herfelf,  granted  to  Ireland  fome  years  fince 
by  the  repeal  of  the  a6l  of  the  6th  of  the  prefent  King,  and 
that  it  prjginated  in  a  defire  toundo  and  recall  what  was  tlien 
done. — His  Ldrdftiip  faid,  he  lefs  feared  the  former  reafoning 
than  the  latter.     What  had  been  conceded  ought  on  no  ac- 
count to  be  refumed^    Ireland  was  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
an  independent  kingdom,  and  had  an  undoubted  right  to  le- 
giflate  forrberfelf.     He  wiflied  therefore  that  fuch  tnifchiev- 
ous  infmuatjions  might  not  be  thrown  out ;  the  only  aim  of 
thofe  who  dealt  in  them  could  be,  to  roufe  the  jealoufy  of 
Ireland,  and  provoke  ill  humour  between  the  two  countries. 
The  refolution  did  not  legiilate  for  Ireland,  it  did  nothing 
more  than  what  Ireland  had  confeated  to  already-     It  im* 
plied  a  condition,  that  for  the  gdodof  the  general  interefts 
of  theempire,  the  laws  refpefting  trade  and  navigation  ftiould 
be  the  fame  in  both  kingdoms.     When  the  refolution  was 
maturely  confidered^  his  Lordftiip  faid,  he  bad  not  a  doubt 

that 
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that  there  would  not  be  found  a  c¥>nfid^rate  tkiAfi  {n  Irelsif!, 
!who  would  not  acknowledge  that  it  was  perfeftly  llnobj€t> 
•tionable.     After  taking  fome  pains  to  juftify  this  refoltition, 
his  Lordfhip  proceeded  to  the  tonfidertftion  of  lh6  reft.     He 
made  flight  obfervations  on  all  of  thefti,  till  he  catbe  to  the 
twelfth,  that  which  ftates  chat  a  farther  duty  (ball  be<tftirged 
on  the  importation  of  articles  of  nianii|b(3r«r&  adeq^iate  te 
countervail  the  internal  duty  chargeable  on  the  ftianuBuSltire. 
Upon  thisy  his  Lordihip  reafoaed  for  fonyft  timew     He  faid, 
lie  had  heard  noble  Lords  declare,  that  it  Was  ii^^iofible  t6 
impofe  any  dnty  on  the  importation  of  an  article  t>f  fBanufac- 
€ure  that  ihould  be  adequate  to  counteiTTail  the  internal  duty. 
That  was  in  his  opinion  mere  afTertion,  and  hot  »^gii«iient. 
It  was  not  abfolutely  impofTiblej  that  it  was  extretddy  diffi- 
cult he  was  ready  to  admit,    but  it  was  neverthelefii  feafi- 
ble.     It  moft  be  done  by  a  book  of  rates,  to  he  made  out  for 
the  purpofc,  and  fubmitted  to  the  fanflion  of  the  Parlia- 
ments of  the  two  kingdoms.     He  faid,  it  was  his  irltentioiH 
when  the  Committee,  in  their  progrefs  through  the  rtfolu- 
tions,  came  to  the  eighteenth,  to  move  for  fome  flight  alter- 
ations, in  order  the  better  to  fccure  tlie  rights  of  the  paten- 
tees at  prefent  in  poflefiion.     He  meant  alfo  to  propofe  fome 
amendments  with  regard  to  (alt,  and  fome  other  amendisents 
.  xyf  lefs  magnitude.     He  dwelt  for  fome  time  on  the  twentietk 
refolution,  that  which  related  to  the  appropriation  of  the  fur- 
plus  of  the  hereditary  revenue  of  Ireland,  in  fupport  of  the 
naval  force  of  the  empire.     He  ftated  the  average  amount  of 
the  hereditary  revenue  for  given  periods  for  a  n^abcs'rf 
years  paft^  (from  the  year  1687  to  the  year  1784),  Chewing, 
that  it  had  gradually  rifen  confiderably.     He  hinted  at  the 
component  parts  cf  the  hereditary  revenue,  and  (aid,  ttcoal^ 
not  btrt  grow  iti  proportion  to  the  growing  wealth  of  the 
country.     He  mentioned  the  examination  of  t9)e  manufac- 
turers that  had  been  gone  through  at  the  bat,  and  fpoke  of 
their  apprehenfions  as,  in  a  great  itteafore,  ill  founded.    He 
made  a  variety  of  Joofe  remarks  as  he  proceeded,  and  apo- 
,   logized  for  the  unmethodical  manner  of  his  opening  the  fub^ 
jeft,  declaring,  that  although  he  was  an  oW  Member  of  Par- 
liament, a  bufmcfs  of  fuch  a  large  and  complicated  nature 
was  new  to  him,  and  would,  he  doubted  nOt,  have  been  t 
difficult  matter  to  a  much  abler  man  than  he  pretended  t6 
be.    After  a  few  other  obfervations  his  L^rdfiiip  concluded 
with  moving,  «  That  thfe  Committee  agree  to  thij  firtt  refo- 
lution." 
E-ri  of  The  Earl  of  CarlrJIe  obferved,  that  is  the  nOhle  Lori 

c;4rfiflc       hjgii  in  office,  had  begun  with  affefting  that  thefe  propofi- 
tions  were  not  only  neceflary,  but  would  be  very  advantage- 
ous to  this  country,  lie  had  paid  the  greatefft  atteation  to  his 
<  .  fpcech, 
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ecch»  v^A  waited  with'  po  little  degree  o£  anxiety  for  thofir 

[vantages  tQ  be  pointed  out j  every  noble  Lord  therefore 

uii  give  hirp  credit,  when  he  afllired  them,  that  he  felt  an 

finite  degree  of  furprife  at}  feeing  the  noble  Lord  fit  down 

ithput  even  hinting  :^  a  fmgle  iota  from  which  any  benefit 

>uld  ppffibly  accrue.     The  noble  Lord  had  likewife  afferted^         / 

lere  was  neaeffity  for  thefe  propoiitions,  but  he  had  failed 

I  his  prQo^  for  Ireland  had  never  afked  for  fuch  a  thing; 

xy  it  was  curiaus  enough  to  hear  how  differently  they  were 

cated  as  it  were  by  the  fi^me  people.     The  Minifler  it 

light  he  faid,  had  come  forward  to  thelrifh  with  the  utmoft 

ood  nature,  and  toW  them, — "  Yoia  are  a  very  good  kind 

f  people,  but  you  don*t  know  what  you  want;  now  I  am 

our  frtendy  leave  it  to  me,  and  Iwill  take  care  of  you  ;  you 

tiall  have  the  trade  of  En^land.*^  Here  afimilar  kind  of  Ian-  .  * 

;uage  la  held  to  the  manuta<5lurers ;  '^  you  are  a  good  fort  of 

leople  toQ^  but  you  cannot  tell  any  thing  about  what  is  hkely 

Q  be  for  your  own  intercft ;  why  the  Irifh  will  have  no  be-   . 

lefit  at  alL**    Such  were  the  arguments  made  ufe  of;  but  as. 

itxh  mufl  certainly  be  fclfe,  Minifters  he  apprehended  would 

)e  credited  by  neither;  and  upon  which  account  it  was  that' 

)oth  countpes  feemed  to  be  anxious  for  time  that  they  might, 

lave  an  opportunity  of  judging  for  themfelyes,  he  would 

move  that  tlie  Chairman  do  quit  the  chair  for  the  purpofe,, 

on  the  Houfe  being  refumed,  that  he  might  move  that  their/ 

Lordihips'  final  confideration  of  the  propofitions  be  at  leaft 

ileferred  till  next  feflion. 

I'he  Earl  of  Coventry  was  determined  to  vote  in  favour  of  xheEarloc 
the  propofitions,  becaufe  they  were  produced  by  an  honour- CoTcwry. 
able  g^atleman,  who  for  his  abilities  was  not  only  the  adm>-> 
riition  of  his  owa  country,  but  the  wonder  of  the  univerfc. 
The  propofition  on  the  table,  he  faid,  it  was  true  he  could, 
not  dJsfend  as  a  perfe<S^  meafure,  but  he  had  fo  high  an  opi-» 
nion  of  the  honourable  gentleman^  that  he  had  not  the  leall, 
doubt  but  that  at  a  future  period  their  imperfedions  wouldt 
be  auiended. 

hoxi  Dudley  faw  fo  many  evils  arifing  out  of  the  propo-  Loii  Doa^ 
litions  in  their  prefent  fliape,  that  he  could  not  hefitate  for  Jey- 
a  moment  in  agreeing  with  the  noble  Earl  who  had  movedr 
ior  the  chairtnaii's  quitting  the  chair,  that  farther  time  might 
Ije  taken  to  foften  their  pernicious  tendency ;   fo  convinced^  ..    -: 

was  be  of  the  injury  they  would  be  of  to  the  manufadhirers. 
in  this^  kingdom,  that  he  fhould  be  afhamed  to  meet  any 
perfon  in  bis  own  neighbourhood,  if  he  did  not  give  them  every 
Qppofition  in  his  power;  he  peffe<Slly  agreediCs  to  the  effe^ 
they  would  have  on  the  iron  and  glais  trade;  the  latter  o£ 
which,  he  obferved,  was  particularly  burdened  in  this-  king- 
iomy  and  as  largely  encouraged  in  every  other^  in  France, 

Sot 
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for  ihftance,  the  manttfa£burers  of  glafs  were  tanked  as  gen- 
tlemen,  and  permitted  to  wear  a  fword  i  he  did  not  know 
that  fuch  a  diftinftion  would  have  any  efieft  in  this  country, 
but  he  thought  they  ought  to  be  protedted  froili  the  nain 
they  were  now  threatened  with.  Here  the  duty  was  upon 
the  .raw  material,  and  it  very  often  happened  feme  dcfeS 
would  appear  in  what  they  cafl,  it  was  obliged  to  be  thrown 
into  the  melting  pot  again;  and  as  often  as  it  went  there,  fo 
often  did  it  pay  duty.  He  had  heard  it  from  a  very  refpec- 
table  chara6ler,  although  it  had  not  been  given  in  evidence, 
that  it  frequently  happened,  an  apprentice  before  he  was  per- 
fe<SV  in  his  bufmefs  coft  his  mailer  300L  in  the  articles  be 
fpoilt,  by  their  being  fo  repeatedly  fubjedled  to  the  doty. 
Lord  Wai-  Lord  fValJingham  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the 
fiogbain.  prefent  meafure  was  the  moft  advifable  that  could  be  thought 
of,  and  that  the  principal  objeflions  he  had  heard  made  to  it, 
were  nugatory ;  it  had  been  objefted  to  as  injurious  to  the 
colonial  trade :  how  that  could  be  maintained  he  was  en- 
tirely at  a  lofs  to  comprehend,  becaufe  the  Irifli  were  at  this 
moment  at  liberty  to  carry  their  goods  wherever  they  plerfed; 
and  although  much  flrefs  had  b^n  laid  upon  the  advantages 
of  the  Irifli  ports,  on  account  of  their  contiguity  with  the 
Weft-India  Iflands,  he  thought  that  of  very  little  confc- 
quence,  as  he  did  not  believe  they  would  be  able  in  Irelaivlt 
any  more  than  in  England,  to  make  above  one  voyage  in  the 
year;  the  fugars  were  ready  for  exportation  about  March, 
and  the  hurricanes  fet  in  as  early  as  September,  therefore  it 
was  unlikely,  unlefs  in  a  few  inftances  that  more  than  one 
cargo  would  be  attempted  in  the  feafon ;  he  contended  there 
were  no  grounds  for  the  fuggeftions  that  had  been  made,  that 
tliere  would  be  an  opening  for  fmuggling  by  their  having 
permiflion  to  bring  foreign  goods  into  England,  after  they 
had  been  landed  in  Ireland,  He  faid  that  for  more  than  a 
century  (he  had  laboured  under  particular  hardfhips  and  re- 
ftri^lions,  and  that  flie  ought  to  be  relieved  from  them; 
thefe  regulations,  in  his  opinion,  would  efiedl  that  end,  and 
be  productive  of  a  cordial  friendfliip  between  the  two  conn- 
tries  ;  founded  in  that  opinion,  it  fliould  have  his  hearty 
fupport., 
TheEarloC  The  Earl  of  Derby  was  forry  the  Houfe  had  ftill  to  regret 
Dcrty.  the  want  of  information  how  thefe  propofitions  were  to  be 
beneficial  to  England.  The  noble  Secretary  of  State  hal 
aflerted  they  would  be  fo ;  and  for  his  part,  he  had  no  ob- 
jeftion  to  aflert  the  contrary  would  be  the  cafe ;  now  their 
Lordftiips  could  decide  only,  according  as  they  thought  be  or 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State  poflefled  the  greateft  (hare  o» 
veracii'V. 
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Lord  Camden  faid,  that  no  man  could  be  more'  feniiblf  Lord  Onn^; 
prefled  with  the  imftprtance  of  the  objef):  which  theri  ^^* 
i  tated  th^ir  Lordihips*  than  himfelf.  From  the  moment 
liad  been  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  he  had  devoted  his  mind 
tl^e  comtemplation  of  the  fubje£t,  and  had  daily  and  hourly 
-i ployed  himfelf  in  weighing  the  feveral  Arguments  for  mi 
;ainft  the  propofed  intercourfe  with  the  fitter  kingdom*  The 
fult  of  his  inquiry  was,  that  taking  a  compreheufive  vieW 
'  the  matter,  and  looking  to  all  the  confideratioHs  eilential 
»  the  true  underftanding  of  the  fyftem,  it  was  a*  meafure^ 
lutary  and  political,  and  which  would  be  produdive  of 
lany  valuable  benefits  to  the  empire. 

The  obje£tions  to  the  fyftem  naturally  divided  themfelve^ 
nto  two  clailes. — ^The  firft  was,  that  there  was  no  neceflSity 
o:   the  fyftem ; — and  the  fecond  comprehended  the  various 
jguincnts*  evidence,  and  reafoning  to  prove,  that  if  there^ 
vas  necefEty  for  a  fyftem,  this  was  defeftiye,  improper  and 
lanp;erous.     In  regard  to  the  firft,  he  was  aftoniihted  to  hear 
t  uUerted,  that  there  was  no  necp/Bty  for  any  fyftem.     No- 
thing but  the  ftrongeft  iiecefTity  co'ild,  to  his  knowledge, 
have  induced  the  preient  AdiniriArjtion  t-^  un:iertake  a  b\:fi- 
nefs   lo  wei^^hty  as  the   prelent,  and  whu  l".  however  cori-'  * 
dvwSted,  it  was  certain  muft  be  prodj<flive  of  murmurs  and 
difcontent.     Thefe,  however,  they  had  ver cured  to  difregard,: 
when  they  confidered  that  the  well-founded  complaints  *o£ 
Ireland  had  convulfed  that  ifiand  from  north  to  fouth.     He 
'would  call  to  their  Lordflilps'recolleftion'  the  fitur^tion  of  the 
two  countries  prior  to  the  year  1 782,     It  was  then  admitted 
on  all  hands,  that  Ireland  had  been  hitherto  much  opprefled, 
and  that  it  was  high  time  to  lighten  the  burden  under  which  flic? 
had  fo  patiently  laboured  and  groaned.     The  fliare  he  took  irt 
that  meafure,  rendered  it  necelfary  for  him  to  ftate  his  opinion 
explicitly  on  this.  Who  did  not  know  that  the  trade  between  the 
two  countries  was  then,  as  it  ftill  was,  very  unequal  .^    This 
was  fomuc^j  the  cafe,  that  the  Irifli  had  been,  oftener  than  once, 
almoft  in  a  ftate  of  open  rebellion-  Was  not  Ireland  ftill  clamo- 
rous ?  It  was  the  cry  of  ftarving  manufafturers  on  every  fide 
that  they  were  underiold  by  the  Englifli  importer;  they  com- 
plained that  their  woollens  were  excluded  from  the  Engliflx 
imarket,  whilft  a  free  ingrrfs  into  theirs  was  allowed  to  the  pro- 
Jxifts  of  Britain;  they  urged  that  the  admiffion  and  exclufion 
fhouldoneveryprincipl^  of  jufticebe  reciprocal;  and  it  mufl: 
be  confefled,  their  complaints  were  not  without  fufficient 
foundation.     They  had  called  aloud  to  their  own  Parliament 
for  duties  to  proteft  their  infant  manufaftures ;   they  had' 
proceeded  from  complaints  to  menaces,  and  from  menaces' ta* 
riot.  Even  the  prudent  and  moderate  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
VoLvXVUI,  H  of 
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ofBpihd  h^A  adopted  this  language,  when  they  falJ,  « iht 
<<  by  protecting  duties  alone,  Kn^ad  had  raifed  her  m^UiU- 
^  £i<5tures  to  their  prefent  height,  and  that  by  fuch  u^^a 
^«  only  Ir^Jaad  could  expeA  to  rife." 

Wh^t  was  the  Gracious  Sovereign  of  both  countries,  hi<; 
Lordflup  afked,  to  do  in  a  dilepdma  like  this? — As  King  aaJ 
Protestor  of  the  interefts  of  England,  could  he  fuffer  kcLr.i 
to  exclude  Englifh  raanufa6\ures  ? — As  Father  of  liis  People, 
could  he  fee  fo  numerous  a  body  of  his  Iriih  fubjeds  io  d,> 
trefs,  yrithout  offering  to  Aep  forward  to  their  relief?  Tb 
Irifll  iniportuned  their  Parliament  in  vain  for  redrefs.  TIk 
refolutions  before  their  Lordfliips  were  calculated  to  remei? 
this  inconvenience.  As  tliat  was  their  profeflbd  object,  it 
became  their  Lordilhips  to  deliberate  on  their  teudcocy  aiiJ 
aptnefs  with  care,  and  regard  every  infuiuation  againfi  their 
toeceflity  a^,  at  leaft,  requiring  proof.  Were  not  His  Mnjei':\'i 
Mii^ifiers  to  guard  agaiaft  a  circumftance  which  wore  fo 
threatening  an  afpe<£l  to  the  tranquillity  of  the'empire?  Sup* 
pofe  the  Irifll  had  laid  tlieir  grievances  at  the  foot  of  l'.j 
Throne,  and  importuned  the  Sovereign  of  both  countries  to 
take  part  with  one  againft  the  intercft,  or  at  leaft  the  pre- 
judice of  the  other. — Here  was  the  foundation  of  a  civil  war. 
And  did  it  not  become  the  providence  of  Government  lo 
guard  againft  every  fuch  danger,  as,  by  an  emergency  of  this 
kind,  might  have  embroiled  the  peace  of  the  whole?  All  :1>3 
world  knew  how  fincerely  this  particular  hardihip  was  fut 
by  the  Irifli.  Their  difcontents  were  in  proportion  to  thei 
fufferingSi  Ireland  had  been  conviilfed  from  one  end  to  the 
other.  Ami  after  this !  (hould  their  Lordfliips  be  told,  th- 
tjie  meafure  was  unneceflary  ?  Whether  it  was  inadequiie 
*  to  the  end  propofcd,  was  another  point,  which  alfo  denjani'd 
their  Lordlhips'  attention.  That  the  refolutions  wereof  intin:tc 
confequence,  he  trufted  would  not  be  difputetl  by  any  of  the:: 
Lordlhips ;  aivd  fo  alfo  were  the  grievances  they  were  mrmt 
to  redrei's.  This  was  a  circumftance,  he  was  lure,  of  whidi 
thev  were  all  equally  fenfible.        ^^ 

This  fettlement  being  final,  his  Lordftiip  admittetl,  was  i 
good  reafon  that  it  IhouM  be  reviewed  with  long  delibera- 
tion, and  with  flrivft  attention;  but  it  was  not  therefore  to 
he  inferred,  that  it  fliould  be  fo  long  delayed  as  to  leave  a 
doubt  of  its  future  coiicluflon.  It  fliould  be  conGdered  that 
the  in^^ermediate  time  was  an  interval  of  jealoufy,  of  entnitv, 
and  of  fufpence  between  the  two  kingdoms,  which  ccul^l 
not  too  foon  be  terminated.  For  his  part,  however,  he  la'v 
no  neccfiity  for  a  delay  longer  than  the  prefent,  norform-rr 
attention  than  had  now  l?een  paid.  Was  it  to  be  iekroi 
ndfJro'cas  caUridu:?  or  did  thofe  who  did  not  find  themfelvoi 
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[ow  fuSiciently  infonnisd  on  the  {yibjfiSt,  hopc^  to  ilettioyft 
hat  de&ciehcy  by  «hdlbi^  phkrraftination  ?  It  haRi  tio\^  httA 
efore  Parlianfent  upwards^  of  fi\iB  months.  Thfey  had  h^aird 
very  fpftcies^  of  evidence  on  the  fubjeft,  and  they  Were'  ihre\y 
s  fully  i^i^pared  to  diifcufs  and  decide  oh  the  iytVetti  hoW^ 
s  they  could  be  fix  months  hence.  He  could  aflure  their 
.ordihips,  he  had  weighed  the  evidfcrice  which  had  been  fcDl-^ 
*{kei  with  all  the  candour  and  attention  of  which  he  wsis 
lafter.  He  owned  it  was  of  great  and  general  importance;  blit 
fter  all  he  had  heard^  and  all  that  had  occurred  to  hi)"  minc^ 
n  a  very  clofe  and  laboured  examination  of  the  infinite  maft 
f  rliaterlals,  he  could  fee  no  fuhftantial  exception  to  the 
ading  fpiHt  and  tendency  of  thofe  refolutioris.  He  waved 
B^ery  fort  of  difquifitioh  concerning  a  variety  of  collateral 
tjihts,  which  fome  of  their  Lordfliips  had  brought  up  ijx 
le  courfe  of  the  debate.  It  was  the  obvious  fenfe  and  mean- 
)g  of  the  fyftem  in  general  which  had  mdto  particularly 
:tra&ed  his  obfervations ;  for  he  prefumed  it  was  tlie 
immoH  efieft  which  all  the  parts  of  the  fyftetn  united  was 
ilculated  to  produce,  that  more  immediately  challenged  iM 
)inion  of  their  Lordfliips.  But  whatever  their  effect  might 
3,  he  could  aflure  their  Lorddiips  in  the  moft  folemh  man^ 
sr,  that  if  in  his  apprehenfioh  theft  refolutioris,  in  any  degree^ 
ifringed  the  rights,  or  tended  to  hurt  the  intereft  of  the 
anuta(6lurers  ai  this  country,  he  Would  cut  off  his  tiglit 
md  fooner  than  he  would  countenance  them. 
The  pervading  principle,  his  Lord/hip  rewafked,  of  this 
ftem,  was,  a  fair  e<jnality  between  the  articles  of  the  prd- 
ice  and  pianufaAure  of  both  countries,  equally  free  Where 
)  duties  were  laid  at  prefent,  and  equally  unencumbered 
here  it  was  found  neceffary  to  contmue  thofe  that  noW 
;ifted.  That  there  were  exceptions  to  this  rule,  he  ad- 
itted; '  but  thefe  exceptions,  He  contended,  afforded  no 
ound  fdr  the  arguments  that  liad  been  mahit^ln^.  The 
culiar  advantages  alfo  of  each  coCifttry,  nc^Vi^ithrfanding 
I  that  kad  been  faid,  were  peffe<5tly  eq^l.  Ort  the  ori6  fide 
peared  therehtive  cheapnefs  of  labour:  on  the  oth^r  w6re 
e  circumfftantes  of  large  capital,  fU|)erior  ffiill,  and  long 
:ahlifhment  in  trade. 

Now  with  refpe6l  to  the  argument  of  cheaprtefs  of  labour, 
lich  had  given  fuch  terrors  to  the  nYanufafture^,  h^  coh-^ 
Ted  lifi  fow  it  without  alatm.  In  a  country  deftifute  of  nlontV 
mufafturers,  muft  for  a  tiihe  work  at  a  low  rate.  This 
oapnefs  of  labour  hoWever,  muft  <5nly  coAt'lnue  during  the 
denefs  of  aft,  and  whil^  it  cotttintied,  the  rich  and  ma*n!h- 
^uring  country  muft  enjoy  the  bendfts  of  fuperloi*  Iklll* 
eatnefs  of  capital  had  advantages  b^y<jnd  tbfe  r«ich  of 

JIz  pover|^ 


ft  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  178} 

poverty.  It  divided  manufad^ures  into  fo  many  brancbeSj  tk: 
jthough  the  price  to  each  artift  diftinAly  might  be  big, 
)the  wcility  and  perfeftion  which  they  attained  by  being  coa- 
iined  to  a  fingle  branch,  was  produ&ive*  of  great  benefits; 
^nd  thofe  benefits  this  country  now  had,  and  would  prefenc 
That  rude  labour  was  cheap  in  Ireland,  he  w^ould  not  xA. 
upon  him  to  deny ;  bqt  that  the  finer  qualities  of  work  Ur. 
prices  equal  to  the  fame  prices  in  this  country,  was  equal!  ^ 
certain,  and  had  been  proved  at  their  Lord/hips'  bar.  C^'- 
tain  Brookes  had  found  it  iipprat^icable  to  eflabltfh  the  Msn- 
phefter  manufafture,  without  giving  the  Manchefler  pric?-. 
The  greateft  difficulty,  his  Lordfliipobferved,  that  appcj::- 
to  him,  was,  the  laying  a  proper  countervailing  duty;  no»v, 
undoubtedly,  it  was  a  difficult  point,  as  the  goods  when  manu- 
fa£lured  confifled  of  fuch  a  variety  of  difierent  articles,  and  ihi 
evidence  which  bad  been  adduced  at  the  bar  had  declarri 

that  the  fraftions  would  be  fo  numerous  as  to  make  it  almo:". 

I. 

impofSble,  they  had  not  faid  quite;  nnJ  he  was  ready  tj 
allow  thei'e  would  bjs  compound  fradlions;    but  when  tlie 
book  of  rates  pame  to  be  fettled,  much  might  be  done  on  thoi 
fubje£t,  and  he  trufted  to  the  fatisfaftion  and  advantage  of  born 
countries/  He  had  not  f^eenablq  todifcoverany  mdliam  li-:: 
to  be  purfued  betweei^  prohibitory  or  equalization  dctie;; 
the  one  was  likely  to  f^t  the  two  kingdoms  at  variance,  whilii 
the  other,  he  (rufted,  might  be  fo  regulated  as  to  be  pro- 
duftive  of  the  greateft  cordiality;  for  by  the  ftaple  comniy 
dities  bearing  an  equal  duty,  the  ten  and  a  half  per  cent.  t> 
gether  with  freight,  &c«  would  aft  as  a  countervailing  tlu't; , 
and  prevent  either  from  underfelling  the  other  in  its  cw.i 
piarket.     As  to  the  injuries  that  many  of  our  manufedunTi 
would  fufFer,  he  by  no  means  could  view    them  iu  ib: 
dreadful  light  as  had  been  ftated;   neitlier   the  iron,  tr- 
glafs,  nor  the  cotton  would  be  fo  materially  affeAed ;  the  di:- 
ference  of  duty  on  iron  in  both  countries,  to  be  fare,  w:* 
great,  but  a  capital  w^as  wanting,  and  it  muft  be  a  gre:' 
length  of  time  before  any  danger  was  to  be  apprehend'^. 
Three  moft  intelligent  witnefles  (Walker,  Peele  and  Smith) 
had  been  examined  on  the  cotton  trade,  and  notwithlbnu- 
Ing  their  threats  or  hints  of  removing  their  capitals,  and 
emigrating  with  their  workmen   to  Ireland,  his  Lordft  p 
could  iiot  perceive  any  caufe  to  be  alarmed;  for  thofe  wlo 
had  already  tried  the  cotton  trade  in  that  country,  wei<? 
convinced  it  was  not  eafily  to  be  accompliihed;  indeed  Cap- 
tain Brookes  had  made  an  experiment,  and  although  he  was 
fupported  by  grants  of  Parliament,  and  every  encourage- 
ment poflible  given  to  him,  he  could  not  make  the  bufir«^i» 

anfwer.      The  witneflTes  had  attributed  one  leafoa  of  n'> 

-  '  •  failun 
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failure  to  thebadnefs  of  his  flttiation;  in  that  he  inuft  differ 
^virith  them,  as  it  was  on  the  edge  of  a  canal,  clofe  to  a  bog, 
Avhich  was  ncceJTary  fop^el,  and  other  articles  ufed  in  the 
manufafture.  A  great  flrefs  liad  alfo  been  laid  on  the  cheap* 
iiefs  of  labour.  1  he  people  of  Ireland,  at  prefent,  enjoyed 
each  a  little  hut,  and  a  piece  of  ground  to  grow  tlax,  it  was  not 
2L  likely  matter  that  they  would  give  up  what  )was  a  certain 
livelihood,  for  the  chance  of  gettirig  a  tiifle  more  wages;  nor 
^as  it  likely  that  the  Irilh  would  fuiFer  a  cotton  manufadure 
of  great  extent,  as  it  would  tend  todecreafe  their  linens^  and 
hurt  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the  country ;  but  even  if  either 
Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Beele,  or  Mr.  Smith,  did  put  their  threats 
in  execution,  to  what  par^  of  Ireland  would  they  chufc  to 
go?  If  they  went  near  the  capital,  wages  and  provifions  ' 
M^ould  increafein  price,  as  population  increafed ;  and  if  they 
went  to  the  South  of  Ireland,  they  would  have  to  mix  with  a 
feeble,  miferable,  beggarly,  bigoted  fet  of  Roman  Catholics  ;  ^ 

or  build  a  town  for  the  purpofe.  Therefore  the  eftablifti-  , 
jnent  of  a  cotton  itanufaftory  in  Ireland  v^ras  not  fo  eafy  a 
matter  as  imagined!  trade,  hisLordfhfp  remarked,  depended  ^ 
x>n  a  variety  of  circumflances,  (ituation,  induflry,  wealth, 
ingenuity,  &c.  Now  Ir^md  undoubtedly  had  a  number 
of  parts  well  calculated  for  commerce;  but  then  poverty* 
which  was  the  parent  of  low  wages,  was  an  inheritant  in 
tlic  ifland,  and  which  nature  feemed  to  intend  fhould  belong 
to  it;  and  it  was  not  {ituation,  or  riches,  that  always  fuc- 
cccded.  7  he  genius  of  countries  mufl  be  confujted,  and 
it  was  from  their  character  that  we  muft  draw  our  conclu* 
lions. '  Two  coutitries  at  thi^  tim^  pr^fented  to  our  view  an 
important  leiron.  Spain  was  bleft  with  the  moft  happy 
geographical  iltuation,  with  numbers  of  fine  ports,  with  the 
richeft  Ibil,  :ind  with  every  requjfite  for  manufacture  and 
commerce ;  l;ut  her  people  were  indoleot  and  luxurious. 
They  had  no  principle  of  aftivity,  or  of  induftry  in  their 
motives;  and  they  confequently,  with  all  thefe  advantages,- 
were  lunk  in  floth  and  poverty.  While  Holland^  on  the  con- 
trary^ wiaiout  lands  capable  of  maintaining  with  provifions 
its  people;  with  ports  fo  fhallow,  that  they  were  found  to 
build  fliips  unlike  thofe  of  all  otiier  States;  without  the 
means  of  manufa£ture;  with  every  difadvantage  of  fojl  and 
fituation;  yet,  by  the  natural  energy  and  induftry  of  their 
minds,  by  their  fober  and  perfevering  fpirits,  they  at  one 
time  poflefled  the  carrying  trade  of  all  Europe,  and  were 
ftill  one  of  its  moft  confiderable  maritime  powers.  fk>  in 
regard  of  the  two  fifter  kingdoms.  Had  England  any  thing  in 
r^ity  to  dread  from  the  competition  of  Ireland }  The  Englifh. 
wexea£UTe.  fober^aadiaduftrious*  Thelrii(b,  he  was  forry.to 

foy, 
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fay,  were  the  contrary;  and  their  tampers  mnfl  chuge  kf  - 
they  could  be  formidable  to  this  country  in  manufadon ; 
commerce. 

The.  mamufaAurers,  when  fpeaking  on  the  fbbjcd,  V 
known  their  own  interefts,  and  had  aligned  wifely.  TheyL. 
,  forgot>  however,  that  this  was  a  fuhje£l  of  pcdidcal, not  n^r^h 
of  commercial  regulation ;  abd  that  thercfbir  nolittfcdnrj:- 
flances  afieding  the  latter  could  be  fufiered  to  dxfhi;b  c: 
arrangements  of  the  foi-mer;  but  it  -wsls  in  fudi  crc5> 
fiances  only  that  their  interefts  could  be  overlooked:  cocL 
I  think,  added  his  Lordfhip,  with  great  fbleninitj,  tbax  H* 
the  prefent  fyftem  in  any  material  degree  I  injui^  tiiccoo 
try  that  gave  me  birth,  I  would  fooner  cut  oft' this  hanri,  tu. 
aft  with  the  remoteft  interference  in  its  atljuAment. 

The  manufadlure  of  lilk  and  iron  had  called,  be&i^fx 
mgulations  to  fuch  an  exfent,  that  it  was  found  iiiipo£t' 
to  comply  with  their  demands.  They  had  defired  that  n  ? 
a  duty  fhould  be  laid  on  thefe  arricles,  as  would  eicltc? 
Ireland  from  a  competitiorv  in  the  American  market.  Tr  . 
hisLordfhip  faid,  wai*  impoffible;  as  well  might  Adroioiii::* 
tion  pretend  to  exclude  them  from  the  markets  of  Eorww. 
This,  with  various  feqtiefts  of  the  like  nature,  fhoold  h: 
traced  to  their  true  fourcc,  the  itch  of  moaopoiy,  which  i- 
this  bufuiefs  had  ihewn  itfelf  in  various  ihapes,  and  ihodi 
in  general  meet  with  a  difappointment  proportioned  to  ::i 
avidity.  The  glafs  manufadlurers,  he  added,  had  only  cchs- 
plained  of  the  duties  here  fubfifting  on  their  material,  k: 
had  entertained  no  apprehenfions  of  any  competition  from'^ 
Irifh  in  our  own  market;  and  in  fhort,  all  the  arguments  rV: 
he  had  heard  againft  the  refolutions  confiiled  totally  in  t.*? 
difficulty  of  fixing  the  countervailing  duties,  and  in  ^ 
comparative  cheapnefs  of  labour.  Not  one  matnu£ii£lurer  b> 
faid,  that  the  liberality  of  this  country  to  Ireland  wouU  ^? 
dangerous,  if  granted  with  provifions  to  make  both  king- 
doms perfe£bly  equal. 

Ireland,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  was  fo  connected  with  thiscocn- 
try  in  religion  and  laws,  fo  much  concerned  in  its  profp^t^* 
that  he  thought,  as  a  ftatefman,  and  dne  bound  to  prdtefi  i^ 
interefts  of  both  countries,  it  was  his  duty  to  mnt  fuch  re- 
eulations  as  might  tend  to  lay  the  jealoofies  of  one,  ani  ^^ 
lor  the  mutual  benefit  of  both ;  and  no  way  appeared  fo  likt'T 
to  anfwer  the  end,  as  by  a  well-regulated  fyftem  of  comirii- 
cial  laws,  and  not  by  leaving  it  to  protcSing  duties  on  n* 
fide  the  water;  or  laws  on  the  other,  which  would  a^is 
eternal  divifioos,  and  tend  to  diArad  both  kingdoms* J^^ 
give  France  an  opportunity  of  taking  the  advant^  of  ^'* 
difpute.  His  Lordlhip  faid,  he  could  wi&  to  fay  a  fear  w&J^' 
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fore  be  &t  down  on  a  fubjetft  which  had  been  much  talked 
»  and  that  was»  the  navigation  laws.  '  Some  perfons  had 
deavQured  to  raife  a  jealoufy;  on  that  head,  and,  in  his  opi- 
ouy  on  ill  grounds ;  for  as  regulations  muft  be  made,  and 
pend  upon  circumftances,  they  muft  originate  in  one  king-^ 
m;  and  it  was  natural  for  that  kingdom  which  was  the 
oft  wealthy  to  take  the  lead ;  and  the  other  ftiould  not 
ke  umbrage^  becaufe  of  the  preference,  as  ftie  ought  to 
:olleA  ijiat  ftie  was  indebted  to  this  country  for  the  navy 
[xich  prote£led  her  trade;  and,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  muft  bend 
r  knee  to  England  for  that  protection.  The  power  of 
arding  our  navy  was  what  England  never  would  intruft  in 
y  other  hands ;  and  if  Ireland  would  not  accept  of  this 
tiem  with  that  reierve,  he  muft  fay  he  ihould  fcruple  in 
ncluding  the  bargain.  But  as  the  interefts  of  the  two 
igdoms  were  fo  uoited,  he  could  wifli  to  fee  the  knot  be- 
een  them  tied  tight ;  he  could  w^ifti  it  was  a  gordian  knot ; 
all  events,  it  fliould  be  his  care  to  make  it  as  fixed  as 
ffible.  •    ^ 

Lord  Vifcount  Stormont  faid,  he  muft  declare  himfelf  to  b»  Lord  vff-i 
advocatcf  for  the  motion  of  the  noble  Eail  in  the  green  *^°""'  ^'°''* 
>hand,   an  advocate  for  delay  in  a  bufinefs  where  hurry 
gilt  plunge  them  into  fo  many  and  (uch  irreparable  dan- 
rs.     He  was  aftonifhed  to  find  their  Lordfhips  enemies  to 
liberation,  efpecially  after  they  had  witnefled  the  benefits 
It  had  flowed  therefrom.     Every  moment  of  time  which 
J  been  allowed,  had  thrown  a  new  light  upon  the  fubjedV^ 
lich  was  at  firft  involved  in  perfedl  obfcurity — and  every 
w  difcuffion  had  tended  ft  ill  more  and  more  to  demonftrate 
*  abfurdity  and  extravagance  of  the  fyftem.     With  this 
owledge  before  their  eyes,  he  confefted  he  was  aftonifhed 
fee  therft  ftill  kdvocates  for  unwife  expedition. — No  pofi-  . 
e  neceflSty  for  fpced  was  even  urged.     The  Irifli  nation 

I  not  call  upon  their  Lordftiips.  for  expedition. — i\ll  men 
vHowledged  ,that  by  the  inquiries  the  fyftem  had  under- 
rie,  it  had  been  moft  materially  benefited — and  yet  they 
;re  ftill  to  be  hurried  to  the  final  decifion  at  a  time  of  the 
ir  when  many  of  their  Lordftiips  were  in  the  country^ 

II  when  it  would  be  impoifible  to  procure  a  ftill  attendance^ 
uch  had  been  faid  of  the  idle  fears  and  unfounded  claims 

the  manufafturers. — But  would  it  now  be  faid  that  their 
rs  were  vain,  compare  the  amended  with  the  original  refo- 
ions.  See  what  the  face  of  truth  and  good  fenfe  has  com- 
led  Minifters  to  acknowledge  and  correct. — Sec  what  they 
vQ.  been  taught  by  the  manufafturers  who  at  firft  they 
>feflcd  to  delpife,  and  how  much  they  have  gathered  from 
I  fcafonable  alarm  which  was  fprcad  over  the  country. 

After 
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Af^er  this  experience^  can  men  be  fo  thougfatlefs  2S  to . 
clown  the  refolutions  even  in  their  prefent  Aate  as  perti 
Was  it  this  draught,  bitter  to  both  countries,  which  ivi : 

*      baniih  every  difficulty,  to  quiet  every  dilcontent,   ar: 
conclude  all  queflions  between  the  two  ?— This  fyflem»  w  ^ 
af!e£ting  the  conftitution  of  Ireland  and   the  comnKTct 
England,  was  unpopular  iniboth  coiiintries;  and  yet  it* 
held  up  by  Minifiers  as  the  healing  aiid  friendly  drar: 
which  was  to  reilore  both  to  their  proper  tone  aod  vig  - 
It  was,  though  it  excited  the  clamour  of  all  ranks  of  me: 
loth  countries,  to  be  the  bond  of  union  and  (burce  of  h- 
mony.     They  talked  of  the  generofity  on    one  fide,  . 
watmth  of  gratitude  on  the  other,  although   it  wasga  .: 
ingly  granted,  and  unwillingly  received.— Thus  while  e^ 
^  quarter  of  the  horizon  indicated  a  ftorm,  the  ftate  p.: 
contented  themfelves  with  crowding  fail,  fearleis  c^fate,  r 
regardlefs  of  every  danger,  and  though  the  breakers  diSi.' 
from  the  oppofite  fhores,  they  precipitated  the  vefiel  upon  t 
rocks,  which  others,  not  lefs  bold,  but  more  cautious,  wc^ 
willingly  ftrive  to  avoid.     Every  one  knew  the  happy  cu-- 

.     fequences  that  had  already  flowed  from  the  opportunities  tr. 
other  Houfe  had  given  the  manufadhirers  to  Aate  how  r 
nous  this  monfter  of  a  fyftem  would  have  been  to  thetn,  >  ' 
it  been  adopted  in  its  original  ftate;    even  fince  the  prt'^ 
iltions  had  been  brought  before  their  Lord/hips,  it  had  i:-  ' 
difcovered  that  the  proprietors  of  Works,  &c,  (ecured  br  • 
tents,  w^ould  be  ruined,  if  fome  fecurity  was  not  found  r 
maintaining  to  them  their  exclufive  rights :  a  noWe  L:*4 
(Sydney)  had  intimated  an  Intentfoh  of  moving  an  iiy^h 
ment  to  that  efFeft ;  he  was  glad  to  hear  it ;  and  the  r.:t 
ib,  as  fuch  an  amendment  would  fovc  to  the  patcntes  4^ 
(ireat  Britain-  a  property  worth  confiderably  more  thar. 
million  fterling;  which  would  have  been  loft  to  them,  h 
their  Lordfliips  been  as  precipitate  in  pafing  the  peep 
tlons  as  fome  noble  Lords  wiftied  to  have  been«     Tics  ^ 
one  happy  effedl  of  delay;  and  he  made  no  doubr  but  u  t 
fame  caufc  was  fofFered  ftill  to  operate,  fimilar  lalutain  • 
fefts  would  flow  from  it.     He  intended  at  a  proper  ti::^ 
and  in  a  proper  place,  to  move  an  ametidment  relatif^- 
iron,  which  he  hoped-  would  prevent  the  ruin  with  V- 
the  propofitions  in  their  prefent  form  threatened  thst  r 
and  extenfive  manufa6lure. — He  was  happy  to  hear  the  r.  -' 
and  learned  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  acknowledge  the  fecit,'. 
by  the  fourth  refolution  the  navigation  laws  were  con- 
in  the  cuftody  of  Britain.     It  was  his  clear  opinion  that  r 
aught  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  this  country,  and  -^ ' 
noble  and  learned  Lord  had  truly  faid,  as  laws  for  thf  r' 

to: 
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eiSlion  of  our  commerce  and  navigation  fyftem  muftorlgi' 
late  fomewhere>  it  was  wife  and  proper  that  they  ihouiti 
>riginate  here;  but  lurely  when  this  was  granted^  it.  was 
die  and  childifh  to  contend  that  this  was  not  in  fa€l  an  af- 
umption  of  the  power  of  legiflating  for  Ireland.  Did  it 
equire  argument  to  prove  that  where  we  fent  over  an  aft 
vhich  Ireland  muft  implicitly  follow — Ifi  the  acceptance  of 
vhich  ihe  had  no  difcretion-^and  which  (he  neither  was  to 
liter  nor  reje<5l>  that  we  did  not  in  fo  far  take  from  that  king- 
lom  the  power  of  legiflating  for  herfelf  ? — ^It  was  a  faft  which' 
\e  would  not  infult  the  good  fenfe  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland 
>y  an  endeavour  to  palliate.  It  was  a  thing  which  heconfi- 
lered  as  eilential  to  the  well-being,  ftrength,  and  unity  of 
:he  empire;  and  which,  therefore,  lie  would  ftipulare  for 
without  difguife.  In  the  confideration  of  this  fcheme,  it 
fvas  for  Ireland  to  confider  whether  in  good  fenfe  and  found 
policy  ihe  might  not  concede  to  this  proviCon ;  but  it  was 
ridiculous  and  abfurd  to  confound  what  was  plain,  and  pre* 
rend  that  that  was  not  done  which  was  the  evident  letter,  and 
rlie  eflential  fpirit  of  the  propofitions. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  faid,  as  an  argument  for 
the  prefent  fyftemy  that  it  would  conciliate  the  minds  of  the 
two  people,  and  draw  them  into  a  legiflative  union,  which  » 
kvas  the  objedt  ultimately  to  be  dellred.  It  had  been  faid  by 
fome,  that  the  peculiar  merit  of  the  fyftem  of  commerce  then 
under  confideration,  was,  that  it  would  finally  rtwl  perma- 
nently fettle  the  intercourfe  between  the  two  countries; — but 
what  appeared  fo  others  an  excellence  in  the  plan,  was  pre- 
cifely  what  would  defeat  the  objeft  to  which  the  wifhes  of 
noble  Lords,  and  the  fyftem  itfelf,  was  direfted,  namely,  to 
an  union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland:  for  if  the  fettle- 
ment  was  to  be  final  and  permanent,  there  was  of  courfe  a« 
sn^  of  allhopes  that  the  two  kingdoms  would  ever  be  under 
3ne  legiflature:  but  though  it  Hiould  not  be  final,  ftill  he 
conceived  it  muft  neceflarily  prevent  an  union;  bccaufe  every 
poilihle  advantage  being  held  out  by  England  to  the  Iriih  by 
the  prefent  propofitions,  ftie  could  have  nothing  Veferved  by 
which  Ihe  might  afterwards  induce  them  to  confent  to  an 
union:  afte|:  this  Ihe  could  have  burdens  only  to  offer  to 
Ireland;  a  Very  bad  inducement  to  an  union  ot  legiflatures. 
What  was  the  true  way  of  accomplifhing  this  objedt  which 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  faid  was  fo  much  coveted  ?  Wa§ 
it  not  evidently  by  a  refcrvation  cf  the  good  things  which 
we  poilefled  until  the  time  that  Ireland  ihould  be  difpofed 
to  fhare  our  circumftances  ?  That  a  full  legifiative  union 
ivould  be  uUimately  as  beneficial  to  Ireland  as  to  this  coun- 
trv  was  what  he  fincerelv  believed;  and  b^  objected  to  thi^ 
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Ibbtme.  o£  inteitoude  bec^ul^  it  would  rBtvdj  and  in ;.' 
probability  render  impracticable  that  more  happy  ooojiBsdaT. 

By  the  prefent  fyftem,  hisLordflxip  obferved,  ve  i^- 
doned  2,  {y&em*  which  had  baen  juiliiied  by  effed.    We  r. : 
up  in  our  diftreb  what  was  claimedin  the moft  urgenci^. 
nftr  by  our  necsffities.    In  our  rifia^.prorperity,  in  the  tc  ^ 
of  Charies  IL  it  vtw  thought  necei&ry  to  reftrain  Lehou. 
'  the  navigation  laws,  whioh,  iir  our  preietit  delicate  ihte,  i: 
thought  ptx)peiF  to  refign*    Such  a  cofKlu4l>  his  Lo^-^ 
obferved)  would  br  folly  iti  any  fituation  ;  In  the  piefe:: 
^  was  madnefs  in  the  extreme. 

A  mutual  monopoly  had  heeti  formerl^f  the*  bails  of  c: 
colonial  fyilem ;  from  this  in  the  year  1780  we  hadthcc^^' 
•proper,  in  ibme  degree,  to  depart,  by  permitting  Irdaoi  'j 
maintain  a  dire&  intercourfe  with-*  our  colonies.    Tbe ;:  - 
fent  adminiftration  had  gone  iniiiiitely  farther,  by  gran'. 
vbem  the  fupply  of  our  own  markets;  yet  had  prided tb^- 
iblves  OH  their  iuperior  intelligence,  and   had  (aid  that  t . 
grant  of  1780  was  the  blow  to  this  country,  and  that  : 
giving  them  a  double  m^ket  was  nothing,,  affording  oiic  :• 
llance,  and  he  wHhed  to  God- it  were  the  only  i&iuc^ 
ignorance  and  prefumption  goiiig  hand  in  hand*    A  doi.. 
market    Was  the  great  object  for   Ireland.— Without  :i  > 
though  the  a6t  of- 17.80  was  a  favour,  it  was  a  &vour  r  * 
injurious  toBritain«  *  What  flie  profited  Ihe  drewfroiD  r< 
own  confumption.     Ireland  had  made  ample  ufe  of  the  f 
vilege,  by  iticreaAng  her  imports  from  the  eolonles  in  a ::: 
degree ;  that  of  tobacc^  for  inftance,  had  been  augmr^-^T'. 
from  one  to  four  millions  of  pounds.    More  was  not  thoi;^ ' 
of,  until  this  voluntary  offer  of  the  prefenr  Miniflry  j*r- 
mitting  them  to  fupply  our  markets  withr  tlie  prodjcr 
tjiofe  colonics,  in  the  acquifition  of  wbick  we  hadetpen ::- 
fo  much  blood  and  treafurew     The  plea  that  had  been  b< 
forth  on  this  occasion  was,  that  Ireland  vrould  in  h&Z'- 
•nothing;     Why  then^  he  would  a(k,  would  MiniAerslptr- 
a  caul'elefs  alarm,  when  nothing  was  to  be  given  r  M^-  * 
truth,  in  his- opinion,  lay  in  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  OrIp?  '*' 
had  frankly  avowed  the  confequeoces  of  the  fyHeoij  ^ 
the  IriAi  Houfe  of  Commons  had  prided  liimfelf  iiit&cu 
clorure;  his  avowal  was  plain  and  candid^  whilft  ihti^- 
rations  o"f  the  Miniflers  were  like  tlie  mafks  of  antiqa:^ 
which  prefented  a  face  Uniling  on  one  iide».  andcryu^S^ 
the  other. 

That  this  indulgence  would  enrich  Ireland,  by  cnccca- 
ging  fpeculation  when  our  markets  would  lie  open  to  ^' 
.was  a  falfe  idea  ;  fhe  had  not  capital  for  fuch  a  pdrfuit  1^ 
advanti^s  ih^  would  derive  wese  thoCs  which  wooU  p- 
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illy  rcftilt  from  her  fit^jption.  As  Amfterdam  Tia3  hidicrto 
:rii(hed  the  trade  of  Antwerp,  England  had  hitherto,  whh  z 
trong  arm,  reprefled  the  ,etfbrts  of  her  liAer>  which  now, 
vhcn  freed  from  that  reftraint,  would  produce  their  natural 
>ffe6ls.  She  would  repay  herfelf  for  the  dppreffion  (he  had 
"uftained,  hyTier  pvii)g  way  to  her  local  interefts,  and  en- 
:ouraging  the  progrds  of  fm^g^Iing.  She  wcmld  contend 
vithus  in  foreign  markets;  but  ithat'we  might  eafily  <fole-* 
:ate,  as  there  fheonly  took  what  ilrangers  mjght  otherwife 
ecelve.  She  would  adfo  enter  iato  a  •competition  in  our  own 
narkets,  which  every  principjle  df  policy  ifkould  have  en- 
oined  us  to  keep  fecfet* 

The  halaiKe  of  trade  .with  Ireland  haS  anii:(ufit0&  hitherto- 
o  half  a  millioii  amiually  againftus  at  the  loui^ft  average 
kVhen  our  importations  of  colonhl  produce  into  ihaft  king- 
lorn  Would  dimtnifli,  as  they  unavoidably  miift  iy  th^  pre- 
ent  fyilem,  the  balance  agaihft  us  would  be  greatly  aug- 
nented.  With  what  infinite  modefty  then  was  the  demand 
irged  of  protecting,  duties,  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
ladjud  before  mentioned,  without  anylymptoms  of  con- 
lemnation !  But  the  fear  of  proteEling  duties  was  held  up  as 
in  argument  againft  the  prei^nt  fyflem ;  how  idly,  he  would 
eave  thofe  who  had  codfidered  the  Irifh  maifl^et  to  determine. 
X  was  by  no  means  to  be  dreaded  that  Ireland  fhould  1;^ 
)rote£ling  duties  on  our  manufa£lutes  at  the  hazard  of  exr 
:luding  her  linen  manufaClurefrom  £ritarn«  As  he  had  ila- 
ed  the  halance  was  greatly  in  their  favour,  and  it  was  not 
o  be  imagined  that  the  fenilble  and  manuffaKSluriqg  part  of 
reland  would  fufier  a  fch^me'  to  take  place  fo  injurious  to 
he  real  interefts  of  the  country.  ^ 

The  'immediate  teiult  of  the  new  fyflem  would  be  thd 
jraigmtioo  of  lOur  inamifaAurers — for  indep^ndarft  of  the 
ocal  advantages  df  IreIand-*-hs  n>a«iy  line  an^  commodious 
>orts — plenty  and  clieapnefs  of  provifions — ^^freedom  from 
axes — and  other  peculiar  circumftances'7— the  refolurion^ 
hemfelvesheld  forthiemptations  to  the  manufaifturer.  His 
.ordlhip  entered  into  a  particular  difciiflion  of  the  refolutions 
is  they  affefted  the  feveral  branches  <rf  our  manufaAure,  and 
tated  various  fods  to  fliew  the  inaccurac J^  the  omiffions^ 
)r  the  errors  with  which  they  ftlU  a&punded.  The  leather 
nanufafture  was  fubje^  to  an  excile  of  15. per  cent*,  the 
jrice  of  the  article  varying  at  the  fame  time  from '3d,  to.jd^ 
jer  lb.  How,  his  Lordlhip  imjuired,  was  the  counterVailr 
ng  duty  to  be  laid ;  if  at  an  average,  which,  ffrlma  fade^ 
»vas  the  moft  equitabie  way,  the  Irilh  merchant  would  ex- 
x>rt  only  the  prime  part  of  tlie  commodity,  which  woul4 
ihus.  enter  our  markets  at  an  inferior  duty  ?  Of  glafs,  they 
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would  export  that  of  the  loweft  valuet  to  which  a  diijpropor- 
tionate  dutv  attached  itfelf  in  this  kingdom.  In  thU  cour' 
tervailine  auty  were  thofe  on  the  fuisordinate  materials  cf 
xnanufa(^ure,  fuch  as  foap,  to  be  included  ;  or  wonid  anv  il- 

lowance  be  made  for  the  numerous  taxes  of  every  nccetTjir 
of  life  which  burdened  the  manufaAurers  of  Englandy  ar^ 
from  which  thofe  of  Ireland  were  totally  exempt  ?  The  men- 
tion, he  obferved,  of  fuperior  fktll  giving  a  permanent  advzr. 
tage  under  fuch  circumftances,  was  merely  an  appeal  to  ra- 
tional vanity,  and  bore  not  the  appearance  of  rational  argu- 
mentation. It  W6uld  be  futile  for  an  enlightened  nation,  x 
faid,  to  rely  on  things  fo  tranfient.  The  hiftory  of  the  pro. 
grefs  of  arts  and  fciences  would  aiford  fuch  abundant  in- 
Ibnces  of  their  mutability,  as  would  tend  to  demoniiFitc  tbt 
frailty  of  fuch  expedlaiioju-^-Neitiher  poverty  nor  the  wint 
of  Ikjll  were  fixed  and  permanent  inconvenienctes.— He  (U- 
fired  their  Lordlhips  to  look  to  the  ftate  of  Paifley.  Thirrv 
years  ago  there  was  not  a  loom  in  the  place-— now  there  were 
upwards  of  6000  in  that  remote  and  obfcuie  corner^ and  wh^t 
was  flill  more  extraordinary,  their  produL^ions  now  fbrrod  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  tlie  ornament^  and  contributed  to 
the  ^legauce  of  the  court  of  France. 

Ther6  exided,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  under  the  prefent  fettle- 
ment,  many  advantages  on  the  fide  of  Ireland  refpe^ing  yro- 
hibitions  in  the  articles  of  hides,  tallow,  and   linen  y^^nu 
They  were  alfo  to  receive  our  coals  under  fuch  a  tri£  ^* 
duty,  as  would  enable  them  to  export  them  again  to  advan- 
tage.    If  the  prefent  fyftem  fliould  be  adopted,  then  th  s 
country  would  be  bound  to  admit  Irifli  linens  duty  free  t:r 
ever,  and  to  keep  up  the  duties  on  foreign  linens :  this mght 
be  found  to  be  of  ferious  coniequence  in  future  negociaticr.s 
with  foreign  powers,  who  might  infift,  when  Britain  mig'.t 
be  negociating  an  advantageous  alliance,  that  the  duties  on 
the  linens  of  that  power  ihould  be  taken  ofF;  or,  perh-l^^, 
that  power  might  be  tempted  to  force  us  to  fuch  a  meafure, 
by  laying  prohibitory  duties  on  Britifli  manufajhires  import  i 
into  it;s  dominions.    Much  had  been  faid  of  the  return  that  'a-> 
to  be  made  by  Irfrland  for  the  (acrifice  to  her  of  Britiih  jntr- 
refts ;  but  lie  was  not  fanguine  enough  to  hope  that  the  Ur- 
plus  of  the  hereditary  Pivenue  would  ever  amount  to  a-^y 
confiderable  fum ;  for  his  part,  he  was  of  opinion  thattii.i 
country  would  never  gain  fo  much  by  it,  as  fhe  would  hL 
*if  Mn  Peele  was  to  carry  over  his  trade  and  manu£i<51ur(  t? 
Ireland,  upon  which  be  paid  at  prefent  2p,OOol«  a  year  to  tb** 
Crown ;   many  of  the  branches  of  the  hereditary  revrr-f 
.were  very  precarious ;  the  revenue  arifing  from  ale  licenfrs 
for  inflance,  had  produced  laft  year  lOOoL  le6  than  it  p'-- 

ducri 


ui^Ss*  I>    E    B    A    T    E    S;  «9 

uced  a  century  agoj  and,  on  an  average  of  39  years,  tht 
(rhole  of  the  hereditary  revenue  exceeded  656,000  only  in 
tx  years*    It  was  a  precarious  return  for  a  fubfiantial  good« 
^ut   it  was  calculated  to  promote  deluiion  by  its  obfcuritv^ 
md  he  had  no  doubt  but  coiFee-boufe  politicians  had  already 
!een  in  idea  imaginary  fleets  arife  to  fi^ht  our  battles  from 
:his  furplus  of  tlie  hereditary  revenue  ot  Ireland.     But  if  the 
money  arifing  from  it  was  to  be  fettled,  that  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland  was  to  have  the  right  of  pointing;  out  tlie  preciie 
Cei  vice  in  which  it  was  to  be  employed,'  and  in  what  precife 
manner  it  was  to  be  laid  out,  t^e  had  rather  renounce  the 
fum,  if  it  was  to  be  twenty  times  as  great  as  fome  fanguine 
people  flattered  themfelyes^  it  would  be,  than  accept  it  under 
fuch  a  condition.     The  dii'pofable  furplus  of  the  hereditary 
revenue  would,  he  feared,  be  a  fervice  of  jealoufy  and  difcon- 
tent :  and  poflibly  it  might  happen  in  confequence  of  it,  that 
the  Irifli  Parliament  would  difband  the  3000  men  annually 
paid  by  Ireland,  and  given  to  England  for  the  defence  of  our 
polonies :  this  indeed  wpuld  be  a  lots  to  us  far  greater  than 
4ny  benefit  that  could  arife  from  the  furplus'of  the  hereditary 
revenue.-— But  this  was  not  all  he  had  to  fay  on  the  fubjedt 
of  this  furplus  :  it  had  been  a  quefiion  many  years  ago,  and 
never  decided  till  thefe  proportions  were  brought  in,  that 
whenever  there  was  a  furplus  of  the  hereditary  revenue,  it 
belonged  of  right  to  the  crown  :  the  Parliament  and  Mini- 
iler  had  often  difputed  on  that  point;  thefe  proportions 
however  had  determined  it  in  favour  of  the  Parliament;  but 
as  hfi  l^imfelf  was  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  the  property  of  th^  crown,  he  would  not  make  himfelf  a 
party  to  any  refolution  that  fhoul4  diveft  the  Crown  of  its 
right.     Much  dread  was  to  be  entertained  from  the  declara- 
tion, that  a  preference  was  to  be  given  in  all  times  to  Ire- 
land,    It  would  foon  be  felt  by  the  effeft  it  mufl.have  on 
the  commercial  interefts  of  every  country  in  Europe,  who, 
no  doubt  would  take  umbrage  at  this  predilection.     Nay, 
he  was  certain,  that  if  the  refolutions   paffed  into  a  law, 
Minifters  would  next  year  §nd  themfelves  in  fome  diffi- 
culty refpedling  a  commercial  law  with  a  foreign  country, 
which  then  expired ;  and  which,  undoubtedly,  'would  nor, 
if  thefe  Iri/h  refolutions  pailed  into  a  law,  be  renewed  on 
the  fame  advantageous  terms  to  England.     Inhere  was  one 
matter  which  it  was  very  necefTary  to  confider  up<Tn  the 
whole  of  tKe  proportions.    They  were  the  refult  of  a  pri- 
vate cabinet  fyftem,  neUher  fought  for  by  the  Parlianjent  of 
Ireland,  norprefled  forward  by  the  Parliament  of  luiiiland.  ' 
They  were  the  unwife  refult  of  a  fupp(^fed  idea  that  IicUumI 
would  indft  upon  protefling  duties.     But  ^hat  were  tht  fe 
protefting  duties  ?  They  were,  as  he  had  faid,  a  fp:cu!a:i  ;m  ; 
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for  Tre!and  -well  knew  that  her  very  exiilence,  a^  a  commer- 
cial country^  depended  tipon  the  prote^ion  that  the  navy  c^' 
England  gave  to  her  ftiipping  in  time  of  war,  and  without 
which  (be  coul^  scarry  on  no  commerce  at  all.      Much  flrels 
was  laid  upon  the  fyftem  of  countervailing  duties,  bat  how 
were  thefe  countervailing  duties  to  be  laid  on  ?  How  was  it 
ipoffible  to  form  the  iiae,  and  by  what  plan  of  regulaticni 
were  they  to  operate.     He  wiibed  any  Lord  i«rho  hononrd 
hira  with  a  reply  would  only  ftate.any  fingle  po£Eblecafe  in 
which  by  a  countervailing  duty*  he  could  make  oat  th; 
fyftem  ot  reciprocal  t^^ation*    The  witnefles  at  the  bar  h=i 
been  a(ked  the  question;  they  had  admitted  it  was  bardy 
poifihle ;  that  it  did  pot  a^soant  to  an  adual  i^poffibiliry; 
but  they  unifonnly  declared  that  tls^y  did  not  ipaow  how  it 
could  be  managed  aud  truly  afcettasned.     Hence  it  was  eri- 
dent  that  one  principal  bans  of  the  propo(itioB€  was  on  a 
foundation  of  air,  and  not  of  fubijbance  fu£Bcient  to  fupport 
it.     As  to  emigrations,  there  cpuld  be  little  doubt  but  thq- 
would  increafe  eyery  day,  and  verify  the  words  of  the  rc- 
fpe<fjahlc  manufacturers  who  were  }^eard  at  the  bar*     They 
were  fpeculatifts  for  happinefs  on  a  plan  of  permanent  dura- 
tion, and  noble  Lords  fhould  not  Qieafure  tbe  fentiments  of 
thofe  men  by  what  their  Lt>rd{hip$  felt.     The  ideas  of  the 
Peer  and  the  manufa&urer  were  totally  diflSjrent.     The  lat- 
ter had  no  fallacious  enjoyments  to  nil  his  mind,  no  vih- 
onary  pleaftrres  to  gratify  his  fancy— no  idle  chimeras  fo 
employ  his  brain.     He  was  not  loc^ly  attached,  only  as 
bufiMeis  and  his  family  endeared  htm  to  the  fpot  where  hs 
liveil,  and  when  he  removed  them  to  a  co.untry  TOVcrned 
by  the  fame  laws,  and  pradli^ng  the  fame  rcligioq^  the  place 
where  he  fixed  would  be  as  dear  to  him  as  the  place  whick 
he  had  left,  for  all  his  pleafures  were  his  family  aad  hisira- 
nanufa<Slure.     The  advantages  arifmg  from  the  low  price  of 
labour,  the  cheapnefs  of  provifioos  in  that  countrv,  and  th; 
circumftance  of  having  two  markets  to  refprt  to  afterwards 
the  Engliih  and  the  Irifli,  would  be  found  to  be  fo  great, 
that  thofe  who  could  refift  them,  mull  have  a  much  grearer 
regard  for  the  country  of  their  nativity  than  generally  frU 
to  the  lot  of  man,  who  was  naturally  inclined  to  make  hi> 
own  interefl  the  primary  objeS  of  his  purfuit.    He  Hated 
alfo  the  danger  that  would  arife  to  the  revenue,   from  the 
circumftance,  that  the  perfons  whofe  duty  it  would  be  to 
execute  in  Ireland  the  laws  that  fhould  be  made  for  prevent- 
ing the  importation  of  foreign  colonial  produce  into  that 
kingdom,  and  thence  into  England,  would  not  be  mjder  the 
control  of  the  Britifli  legi  flat  are  :  Hence  it  might  natunl^^r 
be  expedled  that  a  door  would  be  opened  to  a  fraudulent  anJ 
an  illicit  trade.—- This,  in  the  beft  regulated  govemment,  was 

.     an 
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am  evil  to  be  a|>prefaeA)«d  ;  whfn  the  ioteidl  df  die  so^rerti'* 
pient  as  well  as  the  duty  lod  ihem  to  vigilance  and  »5tivtty-— 
the  laws  againft  fmuggting  were  not  carried  into  eSe&  with 
the  leaft  fuce^fs ;  buc  if  the  kiteveft  of  d  ftate  led  tliem  to 
"ov'ink  at  eontraband  tradp,  he  was  afraid  there  was  little  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  mere  fiatate  would  h3i£rline(hem  either 
to  folicitude  or  a£tivky»  Now,  there  was  no  evident  inte- 
left  that  coukt  induce  Ireland  to  give  :»  preference  to  the- 
produce  of  the  Critiih  ft»gar  colonies.  This  intereft  would 
certainly  lead  ttieoi  ih^olh^r  Way,  becanfe  the  fame  capital 
Employed  in  She  one  tn^e  and  the  other,  would'  increafe  tho^ 
amount  of  the  imports,  and  coafequehtly  of  the  duties,  if 
the  adventurer  bvougik  foreign  fugars  inftsad  of  Britlfli. 
Whats  then,  niuft  be  the  fate  of  our  colonies  ! — and  what 
the  fskte  of  the  many  tboufands  who<e  property  was  involved  ^ 

ki  theirs  ?  The  noble  Lord  cMcluded  with  la^ying,  that  on 
a  view  e£  all  Sbe  eireumAances  and  provifions,  he  muft  de- 
clare  it  as  his  opinion,  thait  if  thefe  r^iblutiooe  were  called 
tor  by  Ireland,  we  ought  not  to  concede  them  ;  and  to  grant 
tbem  unfolicited,  and  even  againft  the  wiihes  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  was  Che  height  jof  indtfcretion,  and  abfurdity. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanfdw/n  faid,  he  could  not  poflibly  agree  itfarquis  o^ 
with  the  noble*  Lord  who  preceded,  and  thofe  who  had  for-  LaoiUown. 
merly  fpoken,  in  their  objeAions  to  the  meafure.  If  even 
0ne  tenth  of  the- allegations  they  had  made,  were  feundedrin 
truth,  Britain  fliould  not  only  (krink  from  the  arrange- 
ment, but  even  Ireland  (hould  tremble  at  the  acceptance. 
Yet  were  the  benefits  received,  he  could  admit  that  the 
confecpences  they  had  ftated  frould  fbIlow>  as  it  had  appear^ 
ed  by  the  experience  of  late  years,  even  to  a.  mathematical 
certainty,  that  whatever  benefits  Ireland  received  from  thi» 
country,  fo  deep  wais  fhe  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  our  good 
or  evif^  that  the  ihare  (he  took  in  our  fubfequent  misfor-- 
tunes,  was  more  than  foffident  to  counterbalance  the  prece- 
dent advantages*  This,  his  Lordlhip  faid,  was  evident  from 
the  circumftances  of  the  late  war,  with  every  prpfit  of  the 
proviiion  trade,  &c.  (hehas  not  yet  recovered  from  the  ihare 
which,  by  a  connexion  fo  intimate,  flie  took  in  our  cala* 
mities. 

With  refpeA  to  the  preTenr  arrangenient,  his  Lordihip- 
(ard  he  (hould  not  enter  into  any  difcof&on  of  the  interefts 
of  Ireland,  as  that  care  more  properly  beloi^ed  to  her  own 
Parliament,  He  wooM  give  every  indulgence  to  Minifters, 
who,  if  they  were  not  infatuated,  would  give  that  attention 
which  a  buiinds  of  fo  much  importance  demanded.  He 
hadthetitmoft  reliance  on  the  induftry  and  abilities  of  th^- 
noble  Duke  who  was  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  Ireland,  and 
his  fccretary#  Their  property  was  one  ground,  of  confi- 
dence; 


1^  PARLIAMENTARY  A- 17S5. 

dence ;  and  he  was  certain,  that  at  leaft  thej  ifroold  noc  dif- 
grace  themfelvcs  in  a  tranfaf^ion,  to  which,  in  every  refpec^, 
they  were  perfeftly  equal.  With  regard  to  our  owti  Mi- 
iiifters,  as  he  had  laid,  they  muft  be  lolt  in  the  moft  criminrJ 
infatuation,  if  they  had  not  prepared  this  great  fyftem,  with 
due  and  proper  confideration ;  if  they  had  not  made  them- 
felves  thorough  mailers  of  all  its  bearings  and  tendencies, 
and  confulted  with  every  individual  capable  of  giving  them 
light  and  ailiftance. 

It  had  been  dated  that  this  fyftem  was  a  deviation  from 
every  thing  that  had  preceded.*— To  this  dodtrinc  he  could 
hot  fubfcribe  :  the  deviation  from  the  old  fyftem  had  its  cn- 
fis  in   1778;  and  fince  that  time,  various  fteps   had  been 
taken,  and  this  could  only  be  confidered  as  a  continuance  ot 
the  fame  courfe.     In  the  year  1778,  and  ftiU  more  fo  in  the 
year  1 780,  he  confefied  he  had  his  ideas  on  the  fubjed  of  tt^ 
relative  fituation  of  this  country  and  Ireland  :  at  the  latter 
period,  in  particular,  he  thought  an  advantageous  and  ho- 
nourable fettlement  might  have  been  made  to  anfwer  a  dou- 
ble purpofe— to  conclude  all  political  and  commercial  quef- 
tions  between  this  kingdom  and  Ireland;  but  by  the  libt^rul 
conduct  of  Britain  in  that  treaty,  to  have  held  out  to  Ame- 
rica, un  example  worthy  her  imitation,  and  by  which  thnt 
continent  might  have  eafier  fecured  her  happinefs  and  pro- 
fperity,  than  by  the  means  which  (he  purfuM*     In  the  year 
1782,  wlien  the  ft  ill  farther  ftep  was  taken,  and  in  which  he 
h:id  the  honour  to  have  had  a  fliare,  he  afliired  their  Lord- 
jQiips  that  he  was  a(S^uated  by  the  fame  feelings  ;*-he  wiihcd 
to  lee  tiic  connection  between  Ireland  and  this  country  efta^ 
blifhed  on  principles  of  equality  and  reciprocity  ;  and  it  uas 
now  his  earneft  folicitude  that  a  fyftem  fliould   be  forme^i, 
the  fanclamental  principles  of  which  fliould  be  permane;rc 
fur  ever,     lie  always   underilood  that  what  was  done  in 
1782  was  to  be  followed  by  a  final  adjuftmentof  all  difTe- 
rences,  and  that  their  commerce  was  to  be  relieved  from  its 
reftraitus,  as  well  as  their  legiilature. 

Much  had  been  faid,  and  many  references  drawn  from  the 
evidence  of  the  manofafturers.  No  man  refpeAed  the  manu- 
fadurers  more  than  he  dM  ;  they  were  fenflble,  enlightened, 
clear  headed,  and  provident.  No  men  were  better  infbrrDed 
on  all  the  fuhjeAs  with  which  their  trade  was  connefied, 
than  that  body  ;  and  Minifters  ilHift  always  'find  it  their  in- 
'  tereft  to  confult  with  them,  and  to  take  their  advice.  They 
were  lilieral  in  their  charaders,  and  fledfaft  anddiftindin 
their  views.  He  faid  that  he  had  always  been  in  habits  ot 
intercourfe  and  friendftiip  with  them ;  he  boafted  of  the  con* 
nedion  ;  and  if  nt  any  time  he  had  been  able  Co  advance  aiiy 
tiling  in  that  Houfe  on  fubje£ls  of  tKide^  \^hicb  bad  recom- 
mends J 
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ended  itfelf  to  the  attention  of  their  Lordfliips,  he  Was  in- 
tbted  to  it  for  the  information  be  had  gained  from  the  ma* 
Lifadiurers  and  merchants  of  Great  Britain*     But  when  be. 
•oke  in  thefe  terdas,  he  and  thtir  Lordfliips  muft  always  re« 
ember  that  the  manufacturers  were  men ;  men  lilce  him* 
If  fallible,  with  prejudices,  and  fubjedt  to  err,  particiUarly 
here  they  wer^  blinded  by  perfonal  intcreft*    Able  as  they^ 
ere,  he  would  not  flatter  them  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  they 
ere.politiciaosy  ftatefmen  and  financiers :  there  was  always 
le  perfonal  bias,  to  be  guarded  againft,  in  converfmg  or  in 
eating  with  manufaAurers.    He  had  obferved  that  there 
ere  two  things  to  which  the  manufa£lurer  directed  all  his 
eas  of  policy  ;  the  iirft  was,  the  monopoly  of  the  purch&fe 
f  raw  materials  ;  and  the  fecond,  the  monopoly  of  the  fale 
:  his  manufadlure  in  the  home  market :  thefe  two  branches 
F  monopoly  the  manufa^flurer  confidereil  as  indifpenfably 
le  to  him,   and  in  all  negociations  witii  GoYernment,  in 
rery  advice  which  they  gave,  thefe  were  always  the  Iirft  ob- 
As  in  their  view.     To  fuch  a  length  did  they  puOi  this,  - 
lat  if  you  were  to  alk  t  manufacturer  of  Halifax,  for  in- 
ance,  and  he  mentioned  Halifax  only  becanfe  it  was  at  a 
iftance,  wilhing  to  live  in  a  good  nei^bovrhood  he  did  not 
lufe  to  take  a  place  nearer  home,  though  there  were  places 
1  his  neighbourhood  equally  appltcabie';  but  a  manufacturer 
f  Halifax,  what  was  the  greateft  crime  upon  earthy  was  it 
lony,  was  it  murder,  was  it  parricide  ?  he  would  anfwer, 
0,   none  •f  tliefe ;  it  was  the  exporting  of  wool :  under 
itk  ideas  we  had  proceeded  rather  too  far :  under  the  no- 
on of  giving  to  the  matnufadurer  of  the  raw  material,  and 
f  the  home  market,  all  taxes  had  been  laid  upon  luxuries,  as 
lings  were  ridiculoufly  called,  (although  he  profefled  hs 
new  not  bow  the  diftin^ion  was  to  be  made  between  Iuxu« 
es  and  neceflaries) ;  and  tlie  people  of  tbis  country,  the  land- 
okkr  and  married  man  were  taxed  beyond  tlleir  bearing, 
id  in  the  moft  difguifed  way  ;-theT  were  taxed  by  being 
bliged  to  fell  their  raw  material  at  whatever  price  thofe  who 
rere  intended  in  its  being  fold,  fliould  agree  to  fix  on  it ;  and 
ley  were  taxed  by  being  obliged  to  buy  manufactured  goods 
t  whatever  price  tlie  fame  men  might  chufe  to  difpofe  of - 
lem.    The  people  had  no  alternative;  they  could  not  fend 
leir  raw  material  to  another  market,  nor  go  to  asother 
larket  for  what  they  might  want.     He  warned  the  mami-  * 
iciurers  how  tiiey  Aretched  this  doCtrine  ;  it  might  be  car* 
led  to  a  length  that  would  open  the  eycsof  men ;  they  might 
efire  to  fee  the  advantages  on  both  iides,  aud  to  know  tor 
irhat  good  reafon  it  was  that  they  were  thus  to  be  fubjeAed* 
9  bear  the  burden  of  the  manufacturers;  to  toil  for  them^ 
nd  why  it  was  that  they  muft  be  driven  by  the  multipli- 
Vol.  XVIII.  Jl  city 
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city  of  taxes,  direfl  and  circuitous,,  to  foreign  counir^ri 
while  their  manufadures  weie  cheriflied  an*  relieved  :i 
every  poirihla  way.  ; 

The  Chamber  of  Manufacturers  he  confidered  as  an  inf:> 

tulion  which  might  be  produdtive  of  much  good,  and  give: 

partial  afliftance  to  Minifters  :  though  he  confefled  he  wi- 

an  enemy  to  people  aOembling,  and  givirrg  to  themfelves  wImI 

names  they  pleafed  ;  publifliing  manifcftoei,    edi<Ss,   and  hr 

knew  not  what  to  call  their  papers.     He  had   no  doubt  hut 

the  Chamber  of  Manuf.iclurefs  of  Great  Britain  was  Tery 

refpeftable,   but  he  krtew  not  with  what   pretenfiorrs  thev 

affumed  that  name ;  had  all  the  manufadturing  comtnupjt.es 

in  Britain  fent  deputies  to  the  Chamber?  he  had  not  heard  0: 

any  having  come  to  it  from  his  part  of  the  country.      It  ^-l', 

however,  an  inilitulion  nearly  like  what  he  had    long  wiOi-u 

to  fee  eftabliftied  in  the  city  of  London.     How  far  it  was.  n 

its  prefent  fhape,  politic  and  legal,  it  was  not  for  him  to  ?n- 

ouire;  the  firft  came  within  the  province  of  Minifters,  aii,: 

the  fecond  of  the  lawyers.     He  hoped,  however,  they  wouJi 

keep  themfelves  to  their  iimple  object,  and   not  harbour  the 

idea  of  fetting  themfelves  up  as  a  body,  to  over-awe  Parlta- 

ment,   or  to   interfere  with  the  political  meafores  of  the 

country. 

Noble  Lords  feemed  very  much  to  apprehend,  that  Irrhni 
having  an  unlimited  trade,  would  foon  be  able  to  beat  Eng- 
land out  of  the  foreign  markets;  but  lie  wa$  Comrtncec  the 
iTpprehenfions  were  groundlefs ;  for  a  (Country  vrithout  a  o 
pital  could  not  be  a  rival ;  in  order  to  fupphnt  Elngland  fte 
niuft  be  able  to  carry  on  two  very  diftinA  kinds  of  trade,  ir^ 
carrying  trade,  and  the  ^f/>^/ trade ;  fdrthe  former,  fhips  wc^t 
neceflary  ;  now  the  value  of  money  rcquifite  for  fitting  then 
out  was  higher  in  Ireland  than  elfewhere :  in  Holiattd,  ih? 
intereft  of  loool.  (for  which  he  would  fuppofe  a  fhip  of  a 
certain  rate  to  be  built)  at  two  and  an  half  per  cent-  wis 
25I.  per  annum ;  in  England,  at  five  per  cent,  50I- ;  and  m 
Ireland,  at  fix  per  cent*  60I. : — here  was  at  the  outfet,  a  d  t- 
ference  of  35I/ between  the  value  of  the  lOOoL  rn  Holla^ri 
and  in  Ireland  :  and  of  lol.  between  the  latter  and  Englanu  * 
in  the  carrying  tratle,  therefore,  Ireland  could  not  poflibiyhe 
a  rivaL     'I  he  nature  of  the  depot  trade  he  explained  this 
way  :  a  merchant  fpeculating  upon  a  probable  fcarcity,  at  a 
future  period  in  a  market,  lays  up,  en  depit^  a  certain  qusTv- 
tity  of  goods,  until  that  period  arrives;  but  in  order  to  ^tf 
able  to  do  this,   he  muft  be  able  to  lie  out  of  his  principal 
for  a  long  time  :  and  befides  this,  houfes  were  to  be  bujit ; 
the  neceiiary  engines,  utenfils,^  and  materials  to  be  prorideo; 
a.  (lock   to  be  laid  in  ;  all  this,  Ireland  conld  notdobysr.f 
means,  for  flie  had  no  capital ;  it  was  well  knovm  that  mo- 
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ey  was  fcarce  there,  that  notwithftanding  the  fertility  of 

ie  foil,  and  numberlefs  other  advantages,  **  money  was  not 

to  be  had  there  for  love  or  money.'*  It  would  therefore  take 

lany  centuries  before  fce  could  arrive  at  the  ftage  of  opu- 

jncfe  and  perfedlion  in  which  England  was  at  this  moment; 

nd   many  more  before  flie  could  furpafs  her,  unlefs  it  was 

jppofed,  what  ought  not  to  be  f^ppofed,  that  England  would 

1  the  mean  time*  negled  all  her  own  advantages,  and  fland 

btU  to  wait  for  Ireland,     The  noble  Vifcount  had  faid,  tliat 

ftipulation  to  recti ve  Irifli  linens  duty  free  for  ever,  and 

ontinue   the  duties   on  foreign  linens,   might  be  attended 

vith  bad  confequences  in  a  future  negotiation  with  fome  fo- 

elgn  power ;  but  he  would  never  believe   that  any  forefga 

)ower  would  aft  fo  improperly,  or  fo  indeccnrly,   as  to  take 

/iFence  at  privileges   beftowcd  upon  fdlow-fubjcfts  of  oije 

:ommon  Sovereign,     He  was  fure  no  Prince  would  load  Bri- 

ifli  nianufadlures  with  prohibitory  duties  for  fuch  a  reafon; 

E^e  had  heard  it  faid  by  the  maaufafturer^  ai^d  by  noble 

Lords,  that  in  cafe  thefe  refolutions  were  to  pafs,  the  Emprefs 

of  Ruflia  would  be  offended.     There  was  no  man  breathing 

could  entertain  a  higher  veneration  for  that  Sovereigq  thaa 

himfelf ;  he  held  her  in  a  kind  of  worfliip,  and  confidered  her 

as  one  of  the  greateft  charafters  that  hiflory  could  produce  : 

but  if  the  Emprefs  fh'ould  think  proper  to  take  offence  at  this 

country  for  what  flie  did  with  refpeft  to  her  own  dominions ; 

if  fhe  fhould  meditate  any  thing,  in  the  mbft  diftant  degree, 

unfriendly  to  this  country,  he  dared  to  fay  it  was  not  neceffary 

for  hini  to  recommend  to  the  noble  Marquis  who  had  the  care 

of  the  foreign  department,  ^he  courfe   he  ought  to  purfue. 

He  knew  how  well  the  noble  Marquis  was  able  to  juUge  for 

himfelf,  and  how  high  his  charafter  was  at  the  courts  abroad  ; 

hot  furdy  the  noble  Marquis  would,  in  fuch  cafe,  remind  the    v 

Emprefs  of  the  obligations  fhe  was  under  to  this  country.; 

that  without  us  -flie  never  would  have  been  able  to  ^fend  a 

fhip  into  the  Mediterranean  ;  to  have  raifed  herfelf  to  power, 

or  in  truth  to  have  been  any  thing.     He  had  no  doubt  but 

the  noble  Marquis  would  always  ichow  how  to  fpeak,  and 

when  to  fpeak,  on  fuch  occafions.     Other  powers  in  Europe 

had  been  nibbling  at  this  country  ;  powers  who  were,  as  he 

thought,  fufficiently  employed,  and  who  ought  not,  efpecially 

in  fuch  a  moment  as  the  prefent,  to  provoke  the  power  of  this 

country.     He  laughed  to  fcorn  all  fuch  impotent  manaces  ; 

there  was  not  a  power  in  Europe   whom  a  look  from  this 

country  would  not  deter,  or  fuddenly  bring  back  from  any  re- 

folution  that  they  might  haftily  give  into  from  pique.     This 

was  the  material  diftinftion  between  this  country  and  the 

powers  on  the  Continent ;  that  there  was  not  one  of  them 

who  mull  not  facrifice  their  commercial  to  their  political  in- 

K  z  interefts ; 
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terefts ;  whereas  fuch  wore  tho  pecoHar  circmnftanrct,  ari 
iuch  the  good  fortune  of  England,  that  (he  could  at  all 
times  make  her  political  yield  to  her  cocnmerctal  interefu. 
-i-This  was  the  advantage  which  flie  at  all  times  had,  aii«l 
which,  in  the  management  of  a  Minlfter  of  addreis  and 
fpirit,  a  man  who  knew  when  to  time  his  remonHraace,  and 
how  to  maintain  it,  mud  always  prote(S  us  againfl  the  little, 
miferAbte  policy  which  fhould  induce  a  rival  flate^  on  accouoi 
of  our  partialities  to  a  fifler  kingdom,  to  lay  duties  of  43 
per  cent.  &c.  on  our  manufa<Slures«  He  did  not  mean  th^: 
we  were  to  enter  the  lifts  with  them  by  a  war  of  prohibiti- 
ons ;  fuch  had  been  too  often  tried  :-^but  flatefmen  wouii 
know  what  he  meant.  Six  months  wonld  not  pafs  witho.c 
prefenting  an  opportunity  for  this  country  to  talk  to  ttis 
proudefl  power  of  Europe,  and  to  talk  to  the  purpoie.         ^ 

When  the  manufadurers  exprefled  their  appieheuficns, 
therefore,  that  by  giving  a  preference  to  Ireland^  the  foreign 
markets  might  be  loft ;  they  fpoke  without  knowledge  of  Chi 
faculties  of  Britain : — ^he  faw  no  terrors  in  this  preference ; 
and  upon  this  account  the  manufadturers  had  nooceaiioQ  fcr 
alarm.  They  had  indeed  a  true  fubjedl  for  compUiot  in  the 
taxes  that  were  laid  upon  the  premature  flate,  and  on  the 
ftnges  of  manufadlure. — That  which  cramped  their  inge- 
nuity, which  difturhed  tbeir  efforts,  which  expofed  their  te- 
crets,  wliich  took  from  their  induftry  its  freedom,  iiii 
from  their  art  its  fecurity  ;  all  ihefe  were^  inco<iventeni : 
and  it  was  alio  impolitic  to  lay  taxes  upon  fuch  manutic* 
tures  as  weie  yet  in  their  infancy,  or  were  in  a  progreis  ct 
competition  with  foreign  ftaies.  -What,  for  iaftaoce,  couid 
he  more  impolitic  r.iid  fliameful  than  to  draw  the  fum  cl 
8o,cool.  by  an  excite,  from  the  raw  material  of  that  beau- 
tiful manufaiflurc  giafs,  which  we  had  brought  to  fuch  prr- 
fec^lion  ?  By  this  iiijiidicious  duty  in  the  firft  inftance,  ihe 
manufa6lurer  was  prevented  from  making  expericnents^  iSc 
only  road  to  improvement.  He  was  convinced  that  if  the 
glals  manufadJurers  had  the  means  of  making  experimenrs;, 
we  ihould  carry  that  beautiful  article  to  a  lieight  beyetid  ths 
imitation  of  Europe;  and  ftiould  confequently  enjoy  the 
whole  of  tl^e  market  :  he  mentioned  this  particular  article, 
but  the  principle  was  more  or  lefs  applicable  to  all  tU 
branches  of  our  manufadlure. 

Tlie  ohjeftions  to  the  refolutions  naturally  divided  thcn- 
felves  into  difterent  clafTcs.  In  the  ftrft  were  thoie  when 
were  totally  without  foundation,  and  thefe  were  not  the  fcwr.'t 
in  number.  In  the  fecond  clafe  wepe  ihofe  which  could  I^ 
remedied  in  future,  in  which  were  all  matters  of  iMre  recj. 
lation.  In  the  third  were  thofc  which  could  not  be  rer».w- 
dicd,  and  vvjiich,  in  our  confideration  of  the  whole  fulict, 
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we  moft'  weigh,  to  kaow  whether^  for  the  f;dce  of  the  adran- 
tages,  we  ought  not  to  fubmic  to  them.    Among  the  firft  he 
reckoned  the  obje&ion  that  was  made  to  the  fyftem  on  ac-. 
count  of  its  fiaaky.*-That  it  was  final,  was  with  him  its 
psattfe:  the  fuadamental  principles  he  hoped  would  be  efta* 
biiflied  on  the  moft  permanent  footing ;  but  thefe  did  not 
comprehend  the  detail  of  the  fyftero.     Let  the  two  nations 
underftand  one  another^  in  the  firft  place;  let  them  fairly 
meet  on  fundamental  principles  ;  and  having  acquired  mutual 
confidence  in  each  other  by  the  faithful  fettlement  of  the 
foimdation,  all  the  fubfequent  confiderations  might  be  eaiily 
and  gradually  difcufied  and  determined  :  then  thefe  coan^ 
tervailin^  duties^  which  all  fides  acknowledged  to  be  of  dif- 
ficult adjuftment,  but  which  nobody  would  afi[ert  to  be  im* 
pra£ticable)  might  be  regularly  fettled  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
two  Parliaments ;  and  they  might  ahvays  be  adjufted  to  the 
circumftances  of  the  times,  and  be  chained  as  occafions  and 
nece&ties  might  require.    He  had  ideas  on  the  fuhjedi ;   he 
could  not  give  them  the  name  of  a  plan;  hut  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  impoffible  to  fuggeft  a  method^  by  which,  after 
fettling  the  fundamental  prtociples,  all  the  body  of  the  fyfteon 
might  be  arranged. 

When  noble  Lords  obje£led  to  the  fyfiem's  being  final  be« 
caufe  it  might  poevent  an  union  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
did  they  for  a  moment  confider  the  pra£kicability  of  an 
union  ?  There  were  feveral  ctroimftances  that  diftingiiiihed 
the  cafes  of  union  with  Ireland,  from  that  of  Scotland.  He 
had  always  admired  the  wifdom  of  thofe  great  men  who  bad 
regulated  that  momentous  bufinefs  with  &:otlaAd*  In  Scot- 
land the  two  crowns  vrere  not  at  the  time  united  ;  but  in  Ire- 
land the  two  crowns  were  already  fo.  Aoocber  thing  which 
was  of  the  utEOoft  importance,  an  union  of  laws,  had  not 
exifted  in  Scotland,  where  to  this  moment  both  the  judica- 
tures and  principles  of  bw  were  diftind  from  oors ;  bat  in 
Ireland  the  laws  were  already  the  fame,  and  more  depended 
u^pon  tbis  cJrcemflance  than  cowkt  cafily  be  named.  In 
Ireland  the  necefllty  of  Pailiament  feemed  evinced  from  the 
confequeoces  attending  the  want  of  it  tbrougbeot  this  ifland  ; 
for  in  the  rebellion  in  1745  he  had  been,  he  believed^  moft 
truly  iofbrmcd,  that  the  extent  of  chat  evil  was  net  known  to 
the  reprefentatives  of  that  part  of  the  country  then  fituated 
at  a  d[tftance;  and  that  the  fame  thii^  was  lately  inftanced 
refpe^liog  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Scotland,  when  the  re^ 
prefentatives  of  that  country  were  found  equally  ill  informeil 
of  the  true  fitnation  of  th^s,  and  knew  not  that  a  law 
tolerating  the  praAice  of  their  religion,  would  have  given 
ofieece,  until  they  heard  of  the  outrages  that  were  com- 
isilted  ia  Edinburgh  and  Glaigow*    The  contieflion  of  this 

lad 
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1«{l  obfervation  might  eafiLy  be  feen  with  refjpefl  to  the  Ro* 
man  Catholicks  ia  Ireland,  in  cafe  of  the  Irifh  Icgiflature 
being  withdrawn  from  that  country.     And  that  a  ilill  farther 
objedlion  feemcd  to  remain  from  there  being  Icarcely  conii- 
-deuce  in  eitiier  country  jn  its  rcfpeftive  Parliament.     And 
though  the  caufe  of  fuch  want  of  confidence  in  the  two  Par- 
ljam€*nts  was  eafily  knojv^n,  jt  was  not  fo  eafy  to  apply  a  re- 
medy to  the  difficulty.     Thefe  were  a  few,  and  but  a  few,  of 
the  obftacles  which  lay  in  the  way  of  an  union.      Brfore  an 
union  was  talked   of,   Minifters' muft  know  the   temper  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.— ^High  minded  and  jealous  of  tbeir 
liberties,  Miniflers  muil  firil  karn  whether  the  IriAi  natioa 
would  conletit  to  give  up  their  diftind  empire,  their  parlia- 
ment, and  all  the  honours  which  belonged  to  their  own  roy- 
ally and  Hate. 

The  noble  Vifcount  feemed  to  think  the  hereditary  rere- 
nue  would  not  produce  a  great  furplus,  becaufe  the  ale  li- 
cenfes  had  produced  leis  of  late  than  they  did  a  hundred  years 
;Tgo  ;  but  he  did  not  think  this  was  a  convincing  argument; 
many  taxes  in  England  had  produced  lefs  of  late  years  than  a 
century  ago.    In  Ireland,  the  falling  off  in  the  ale-Hcenfe  du- 
ty arofe  from  this,  that  the  people  there,  as  well  as  here,  haJ 
of  late  given  into  the  pernicious  habit  of  drinking  fpirits: 
tiie  other  duties,  however,  could  «ot  decreafe ;  and  moft  of 
them   would  certainly  increafe.      But   tlie   noble  Vifcount 
mia;ht  turn  his  thoughts  with  pieafure  to  this  circumftance, 
that  the  Irifli  Parliament,  with  a  generous  refolution  to  re- 
Jieve  the  hereditary  revenue,  had  af^ually  laid  on  new  taxes 
to  the  amount  of  140,000!.  a  year ;  and  by  a  wife  and  a  li- 
beral regulation,  had  increafed   the  hereditary   revenue  fell 
30,0001.  per  annum.     The  noble  Vifcount  was  apprehenlive 
that  the  three  thoufand   men  that  Ireland  ient  annually  to 
England,  and  paid  out  of  her  own  Exchequer,   might  be  re* 
called  and  difbanded;  he  /hould  rather  rcfledb  with  fatisfac- 
tion,    that  inliead  of  three  thoufand,  Ireland   might  novr, 
whenever  the  exigencies  of  England  might  require  it,  fend 
fifteen  thoufand  men  to  the  aid  of  England,  that  was  to  far, 
her  whole  military  eAablifhrnent,  being  herfcif  fecore  from 
hoftile  invafion,    through  the  numbers,  difcipline«  and  fpirit 
of  her  volunteer  army  :: — Ireland  was  in  little  danger  of  be- 
coming an  objedt  of  a  defcent  in  any  future  war ;  for  ibc 
had  Convinced  all  Europe  that  fhe  was  able,  with  her  volun- 
teer forces  only,  to  repel  the  attack  of  the  moft  powertul 
nation  in  Europe. 

And  here  he  joined  iffue  with  the  noble  Vifcount,  who  had 
objected,  that  the  plan  included  a  furrender  of  a  balance  of 
the  liertrditary  revenue  of  Ireland,  which  balance  appertained 
in  rigln  perhaps  to  the  Crown  ;  but  fo  far  from  this  being  an 

objeftion, 
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objeftjon,  e  thoug  ht  fuch  a  difplay  of  generofity  oh  the  part 
df  thfe  crown  political;  and  merited  full  acknowledgement  and 
attention.  With  refpe6l  to  the  equivalent  in  time  of  war, 
x}\e  propofittons  were  filent,  and  properly  left  every  thing 
in  fuch  cafe  to  the  generofity  of  the  Irifli  nation.  When 
noble  Lords  had  been  taJkrng  of  three  thoufand  men  lent  by 
Ireland  to  the  fervice  of  England,  there  was  a  far  more  am- 
glc  field  for  return  ;  namely,  the  hearts  of  two  niillions  and* 
a  half  of  people  to  have  at  commtind  :  Queen  Elizabeth,  who 
well  ithderftood  thefe  firbjefls,  ufed  to  fiiy,  that  (he  never 
was  richer  than  when  ihe  left  the  money  in  her  huftand's 
pockets,  namely,  her  people,  only  to  be-  called  for  when 
rendered  neceflary  by  the  emergency  of  the  times.  No  peo- 
ple in  the  world  had  a  fnore  animated  generofity,  or  ^  ffufioii' 
df  heart  than  Ireland ;  this  had  ever  been  their  national  ch.<- 
raflet  and  their  pride ;  nothing  would  be  loft  bv  truiiing  tO' 
it ;  aitd  if  Ireland  had  ever  done  wrong,  it  had  been  for  the" 
want  of  a  good  leading,  and  by  the  milleading  of  England. 
Here  alone:  had  been  the  grievance,  and  not  with  the  gene- 
rous Irifh.  When  tlie  fubjedl  of  the  return  of  Ireland  was 
talked  of,  it  was  forgot  what  might  be  the  negat'rve  advan- 
tages of  the  plan  before  the  Houfe  ;  a  fmall  country  only  had 
it  in  its  power  to  avoid  a  war ;  fcrch  a  country  might  lie 
fhug  in  the  general  contention,  but  a  large  country  like 
England,  mull  at  all  times  be  more  or  lefs  liable  to  mix  in  a 
ftruggle.  In  the  prefent  flate  of  Europe,  no  one  could  an- 
fwer  with  certainty  for  a  peace  continuing  at  any  time  in  it 
for  fix  months,  or  for  the  part  which  it  might  be  neceJlTary 
for  us  to  take  in  a  war :  we  had  had  too  much  warning  from 
the  cafe  of  America  of  what  might  happen  in  that  moment 
from  Ireland :  but  he  did  not  fay  that  France  would  be  the 
power  precifely  that  was  to  interfere,  but  that  there  wpuld 
always  be  found  a  France,  fooner  or  later,  to  aid  the  con- 
fufion.  He  could  not  take  upon  himfelf  to  fay  what  was  the 
prefent  temper  and  difpofition  of  Ireland  with  refpeS  to  thefe' 
refolutions ;  he  was  juft  from  the  woods ;  he  had  no  cor- 
refpondences ;  and  he  had  not  thought  it  proper,  from  the 
path  which  he  had  prefcribed  to  himfelf  in  this  bufinefs,  to 
be  very  inquifuive ;  but  from  the  common  information  of  a 
private  man,  he  could  take  upon  himfelf  to  fay,  that  delay 
Would  be  moft  dangerous ;  that  if  the  prefent  feffion  was  to 
pafs  without  this  or  fomething  decifive  being  done,  who  could 
anfwer  for  the  confequences?  If  this  was  not  the  proper 
Hieafure^  what  was  to  be  fubftituted  ?  how  were  the  jarring 
opinions  of  their  Lord  (hips  to  be  reconciled  ?  He  had  lately 
read  in  the  Ley  den  paper,  of  a  riot  having  happened  in  the 
theatre  at  the  Hague,  on  account  of  a  young  adtrcfs,  from 
the  embarrafTment  of  a  bad  reoeption^  having  refufed  to  con- 
tinue 
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tinue  her  part.    The  audience  divided  themfelves^  as  afojl^ 
into  parties ;  and  the  conteft  raged  without  ceafiog,  until 
the  manager,  to  quell  the  riot^  iatreated  the  audience  to  £3^ 
what  other  piece  lie  ihould  fubftitute  ia  the  room  of  that 
which  they  could  not  purfuc. — Here  a  frefh  conteil  began; 
one  called  for  one  play,  another  for  another  ;  one  called  for 
Figaro;  a  iecond  for  Mithridate;  a  third  perhaps  for  Tho* 
rce  ;  and  as  men  can  make  long  fpeeches  on  Tery  flight  fob- 
jc(^s,  a  number  of  long  fpeeches  were  made  on  the  occafioo, 
until  it  was  difcovered  at  lafl,  that  if  they  meant  to  have 
any  play,  they  mad  fupport  the  manager.    In  the  prefent  in-^ 
ilance  it  was  the  fame ;  they  might  £nd  fault  with  the  fy  ftem, 
fay  it  was  badly  planned,  and  not  likely  to  have  thedefired 
r.Wc6i ;  they  might  fay  the  author  was  too  young,  and  igno- 
rant of  what  fliould  conilitute  aMinifler;  and  if  they  were  in 
they  could  dobetter,  or  if  aoother  had  fiood  in  a  little  longer 
every  thing  would  have  been  fettled  ;  or  others  again  would 
fay.  How  in  the  name  of  God  did  he  twift  himfelf  in  to  he  a 
Miniiler  !  but  though  this  might  be  faid-^but  of  what  avail  f 
they  fhould  confider  he  was  manager;  and  the  queftion  now 
was,  not  how  lie  came  to  be  manager,  but  to  iupport  him, 
or  there  would  be  no  play  ;   and  it  was  a  matter  of  more 
importance  than  ihe  play  in  Holland.-— -We  wef«  not  a<5ling 
a  comedy  ;  one  of  the  moft  fcrious  intereAs  of  the  country 
wns  at  flake,'  and  bloodihed  might  attend  the  poftpooemeat 
of  the  piece. 
*        To  let  things  remain  as  they  were  would,  of  all  other  ex- 
pedients,   be  the  moft  dangerous*     We  had  railed  the  hopes 
of  tlic  Irifli  nation ;  they  were  on  the  rack  of  expedation, 
and   they  had  minds  too  fanguine  to  remain  long  on   the 
flrctcli,   and  relax  angratified  into  .patience  and  fubmiflioo. 
Sometliing  mull  be  done  refpeftiug  the  general  quellion  of 
an  adjuAment,  and  the  corner  ftone  of  conne£kion  belaid  ia 
the  prefent  moment.     That  in  the  interval  of  a  fummer  va- 
cation many  events  and  florms  might  happen  to  wafli  it  away, 
if  It  was  not  folidly  and  deeply  laid ;  and  that  if  the;re  was 
not  now  a  beginning,  it  might  be  doubtful  when  we  might 
ever  again  have  a  chance  to  lee  the  beginning  take  place. 
While  peace  lafted  we  iliould  avail  ourielves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity,  and  form  a  plan  while  in  a  fiate  of  quiet,   which 
might  grow  habitual  before  we  carae  again  into  a  ftate  of 
trouble  and  diflrefs, 
IA.  LoTi/n-      Lord  Lou ^hho^Qugb  took  up  the  argument  of  the  noble  Mar* 
borough.     ^^,5^     ^it  had  faid  that  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  fyf- 
tem  were  to  be  permanent  and  unalterable,  and  yet  the  duties 
on  any  articles  might  be  altered  or  modified  by  the  Parlia- 
ments of  the  two  kingdoms  at  tlieir  difcretion.     He  wiflyd 
the  noble  Marquis,  in  faying  this,  had  had  the  goodnefs  to 

point 
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oint  Qut.vvbat  were  the  fundamental  pritiqiplesef  the  fyAtm^ 
Vs  he  conceived  the  fundamental  principJes  were  that  the  du- 
ies  oil  articles  in  both  kingdoms  fliould  be  equal,  and  that 
he  reciprocity  of  the  intercourfe  ihould  depend  on  the  very 
zircumftartce  of  this  pcrfedi  and  compleat  equality.   How  thea 
:ouId  the  duties  be  altered  at  ihedifcretion  of  the  Parliaments 
in  the  two  kingdom;;,  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
fyftem  at  the  fame  time  remain  fixed  and  unalterable?    That 
the  equalization  of  duties  was  the  fundamental  principle  and 
corner  flone  of  the  refolutions,    he  referred  to  the*  original 
copy  as  introduced  by  Mr.  Secretary  Orde  to  the  Irini  Par- 
liament.    He  read  the  two  refolutions,  which  llate  that  th« 
duties  ihould  be  the  fame  in  both  kingdoms,  and  that  where 
any  article  was  burthened  with  an  internal  duty  in  either  king- 
dom, a  countervailing  duty  (hould  be  laid  on  the  fame  arti- 
cle in  the  other — ^ai)d  he  accompanied  the  reading  of  ihefe  re- 
solutions with  the  commentary  which  Mr.  Orde  had  made  on 
the  occafion,  as  ilated  in  the  Iriih  newfpaper,  and  which  he 
underftopd  conveyed  faithfully  the  fubilance  of  what  Mr. 
Orde  faid  in  the  Houfe.     His  expreffions  were,  that  thus  an 
end  was  put  to  all  conted,  for  by  this  equalization  of  duties. 
Great  Britain  had  it  no  longer  in  her  power  to  crulh  the  ma- 
nufaftures  of  Ireland.     This  certainly  was  confidered  by  Mr. 
,Orde,  as  the  principle  and  foundation  of  the  compaf^  ;  and 
he  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  him  to  believe,  that  he  did  not 
deliver  himfelf  to  the  full  amount  of  his  inilrudions,  and 
Xhat  he  did  not  fay  what  he  confidered  to  be  the  intention  of 
Mtnifters,  and  the  fcope  of  their  fcheme.     What  then  mui 
be  the  feeling  and  fenti^nent  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  when 
Ithey  are  told  that  that  which  they  were  given  to  underftand 
was  the  corner  flone  of  the  building  was  to  be  removable  ;at 
pleafure,   that  the  duties  were  to  be  alterable  at  the  difcretion 
of  the  two  countries,  as  circumftances  ipight  arife ;  woyld 
they  not  juftly  complain  of  deception  ? 

It  was  not  in  this  indance  only  that  they  had  been  de- 
ceived.   The  refolutions,  as  fiatedto  them  originally  Ijy  Mr. 
Orde,  were  moft  eflcntially  different  from  thofe  which  their 
Lordfhips  had  now  before  them.     They  h^d  been  committed 
on  premifes  which  did  not  now  exifl;  and  in  the  original  me- 
thod and  plan  of  the  whole  bufmefs,  both  countries  wer^ 
equally  deceived ;   for  by  the  refolutions  as  theynow  flood, 
the  intercourfe  was  now  to  take  place  on  any  one  given  arti- 
cle, where  a  duty  could  not  be  devifed  and  fettled  to  counter* 
vail  the  internal  duties  which  might  lie  on  it  in  the  other.    If 
no  countervailing  duty  could  be  found,  the  intercourfe,  fb  far 
forth  as  that  article,  was  not  to  t9ke  place ;  and  the  noble 
Marquis  agreed  with  the  evidence  at  the  bar,  that  there  were 
articles  where  countervailing  duties  were  hardly  prA^ticable, 
Vol.  XVm.  I  if 
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if  at  all  fo;  If  they  fhould  be  found  impraSicabIc,  what  then 
waft  be  the  cafe?  Why  that  the  intercourfe  was  imprafiic>a- 
ble — and  yet  this  was  the  fyilem  which  both  countries  had 
received  with  good  humour,  and  \yhidi  was  for  ever  to  fettle 
all  differences  between  them.  He  deGred  to  know  if  the  fet- 
tleinent  and  management  of  thole  countervailing  duties  ongh; 
not  to  have  been  attempted  previous  to* the  expofure  of  the 
refolutions  ?  Were  there  no  arithmeticians  in'the  two  king- 
doms— no  Board  of  Cuftoms— no  Commiftioners — no  Reve- 
nue officers  who  might  have  fat  down  and  inquired  whether, 
on  any  giveii  article^  countervailing  duties  were  pra&icable 
or  not? 

The  noble  Marquis  had  gone  pretty  much  into  the  qucf- 
tion  of  monopoly,  and  had  mahifefled  his  fincere  defire  that 
all  monoply  (hould  be  deftroyed  ;  the  monopoly  of  raw  ma- 
terials in  the  infant  ftatc  of  the  manufa£iure,  and  the  mono- 
poly of  the  home  market  to  its  confumption.'    The  arguments 
of  the  noble  Lord  in  defence  of  ihefe  modern  doflrines,  or  ra- 
ther old  and  exploded  dodlrines  revived,  were  addrefled  to  ihs 
landed  and  monied  -miereft  of  the  kingdom  with  extreme  art, 
but  he  trufted,  that  in  the  prefent  day  of  light  and   intefii- 
gence,  that  his  docSrines  would  never  be  embraced.    He  faid, 
there  was  a  time  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  when  thefe  mo- 
nopolies were  abolifhed,  and  when  the  raw  materials  were  in 
thehrft  inftance  freely  transferred  to  France,  and  her  nuinu- 
fa6tures  as  fteely  received  again,    Wh^t  was  the  confeoucnce? 
France  manufadlured  for  England,  and  fupplied  us*  with  every 
thing  but  heavy  broad  cloth.     Did  the  farmers  and  land-ovr- 
ncrs  find  this  to  their  advantage?     Did  they  find  that  the  fo- 
reign market  for  the  raw  materials  of  England  was  fupcrior 
to  I  he  holhe  market  ?    No.    Light  broke  through  the  prejudi- 
chs  of  the  Court.     They  law  that  it  was  valuable  to  give  to 
the  manufafturer  the  raw  n^terial  and  the  home  confurap- 
tion,  as  b]{  that  means  he  opened  foreign  channels  of  trade, 
iand  drew  the  money  of  all  nations  mto  the  pockets  of  his 
countrymen.     If  therefore  there  were  at  this  moment  any 
idle  and  fillv  conceits  engendering  in  the  minds  of  men  of 
opening  a  trade  with  France;  and  of  taking  her  manufadtures 
for  our  materials,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  good  fenfe  and  en- 
lighenied  policy  of  the  nation  would  overturn  any  fuch  f^," 
culaiive  chimera.'     By  the  language  of  the  noble  Marquis,  he 
did  not  feem  tb  wifh  that  any  efrcflual  preference  fhould  He 
given  either  to  our  owri  manufaflures  or  the  manuta<ftirres 
of  Ireland;  but  that  his  fyftetri  of  commercial  fireedom,  ].ke 
•     that  of  the  Dean  of  Gloucefter's,  fhould  throw  open  all  ilic 
ports  of  Britain  to  the  manufaAur^s  of  all  the  world. 

Of  the  Writings  of  the  Rev.  Deian,  he  muft  fay,*  that  be  re- 
ytt  risad  them'  without  information  on  this  particular  foN- 

•  •  ;^f  • 
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t6\  ;  be  had  faid,  that  the  original  ten  refolutionf  would  be 
dvantageous  to  this  country ;  firil,  becaufe  they  would  de- 
:ioy  the  aboihtnable  monopoly  of  the  Weft-India  Colonies— 
scondly,  becaufe  they  would  deftroy  the  more  abominable  mo^  , 
opoly  of  the  ^Eaft-India  trade— and  thirdly,  becaufe  they 
T^ould  aholifli  the  moft  abominable  of  all  monopolies,  the  mo* 
topoiy  bf  our  navigation  laws.  Now  thefe  advantages,  which 
he  Deaii  had  taken  the  pains  to  ftate  to  the  world  in  a 
»amphiet>,  were  all  done  away  as  the  refolutions  now  ftood-^ 
or  the  Weft-India  monopoly  was  to  be  from  henceforth 
ouni  round  the  necRs  of  England  and  Ireland^  from  which 
t  was  never  to'belobfened  :— The  Eaft-Indi a  monopoly  was 
rovided  for  by  a  (pecial  refolution  added  for  the  purpofe,  and 
cknowledged  to  have  been  intended,  though  not  puhliftied, 
t  the  beginning ;  and  with  veipeGt  to  the  monopoly  of  our 
lavigatibn  laws,  fo  juftly  jealous  were  we  of  it,  that  no 
ibwer  than  fevcri  new  refolutions  were  introduced  tofecure  it. 

The  noble  Lord  went  into  a  diftin<Sl  hiftorical  detail  of  the ' 
iroceeding^i  with  regard  to  thfe  emancipation  of  Ireland.  He 
lated  the  year  1778  as  the  birth  of  the  sra  of  her  deliverance 
rom  ftavim.  reftriftioiis ;  and  he  praifed  the  broad  and  en« 
ightened  policy  of  Lord  North  in  the  fyftem  which  he  pur- 
ued,  and  which  completely  fettled  the  commercial  claims  of 
'reland  to  the  prefent  day ;  for  tKe  a£ls  of  1782  were  merely 
he  deliverance  of  that  kingdom  from  political  reftriftions. 
The  lioble  Lord  adverted  to  what  the  noble  Marquis  had  faid 
>f  the  roahufa£turers.  Thofe  gentlemen  had  proved  them* 
elves,  in  his  mind,  moft  deferving  of  the  confidence  of  Par-  • 
iament,  from  the  liberality  of  their  minds  as  well  as  from  their 
ntelligence.  They  had  all  along  faid  that  they  did  not  wifh 
:o  depi-ive  Ireland  bf  the  peculiar  and  local  advantages  of  her 
fituation  and  foil.  They  only  wiihed  to  flart  fair  on  the 
ground ;  and  they  at  the  fame  time  ftated,  that  they  did  not 
letieve  that  the  confequences  of  thefe  refolutions  would  be  in- 
Hantaneoufly  felt  by  this  country.  They  had  fairly  ftated 
that  they  had  perfonal  reafons  for  not  transferring  their  pro- 
perty and  arts  to  Ireland ;  but  they  faid  at  the  fame  tim^e,  that 
the  advantages  for  manufacturers  and  merchants  fettling  in 
Ireland,  woiild  invite  them  to  do  fo  in  preference  to  fettling 
here.  They  knew  little  of  the  genius  or  qualities  of  men, 
who  befitated  in  faying,  that  where  intereft  was  the  end, 
men  would  not  make  their  ele<9ion  of  place  where  intereft 
pointed  out. 

The  noble  Lord  went  into  a  feries  of  obje£tions  to  feveral 
of  the  refolutions.  In  regard  to  the  fourth,  he  muft  freely 
declare  his  mind,  that  thereby  there  w^s  a  manifeft  and  clear 
reaflumption  of  the  fuperin tending  legiflative  power.  What 
couki  be  more  explicit  than  this  ?    Thar  we  fent  over  certain 
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a£l?».  and  declared  to  Ireland,  thefe  sl&s  \ve  think  necdDry 
to  the  good  of  the  empire,  and  we  call  upon  Yoo  implicitly 
to  adopt  them.  The  noble  Lord  went  at  conuderable  length 
Into  the  detail  of  the  refolutions,  as  he  might  not  bave  an  op- 
portunity of  deitrvering  hlmielf  on  them  when  they  came  to 
*  be  federally  di  feu  (Ted.    He  concluded  with  declaring,  that  the 

tnotion  for  leaving  the  chair,  m  order  to  give  tben^  an  oppor* 
tunity  to  difcufs  the  matter  more  deliberately,    to  weigh  all 
its  parts^  and  to  fee  whether  an  union  Ihight  not  be  formed 
on  terms  'of  true  and  perfeil  reciprocity,  was  both  a  wife  and 
a  prudent  meafure^  and  that  for  which  he  filould  give  his 
.  voice. 
The  Mar-        The  Marquis  of  LanfirjuH^,  in  reply  to  Ler^ Loughboroogh, 
1"'*i?/   _    f^id,  that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  feemed  not  aware,  that 
a  particular  advantage  arofe,  with  refpefib  to  the  alteration  of 
the  lefs  afleutial  parts  of  the  treaty,  from  there  being  two 
Parliaments,  afi  alterations  could  then  be  made  witboat  breach 
of  compadl  by  mutual  confent,  negotiated  through  the  Mi- 
nfiiry  and  Sovereign  of  both  countries  ;  and  each  Parliament 
Plight  in  turn  pafs  an  ad  to  have  force  upon  any  given  fub- 
jedT,  whsn  the  oilier  palled  a  fimilar  ad.     He  had'alfo  total!y 
mii'conceived  him  as  to  the  defcription  of  the  Iriib  propofi- 
tiont,  the  bails  of  which  he  thought  refpeded  an  alteration 
9f  commerce  abftraidled  from  the  confideration    of  duties. 
With  regard  to  foreign  articles  he  had  particularly  ftated, 
that  each  country  was  to  prefervc  a  preference  to  the  articks 
of  the  other,  as  it  would  be  fingular  indeed  for  England,  to 
be  prevented  from.confuming  the  linens  bf  Ireland,    in  pre- 
ference to  thole  of  any  other  couotry.     Where  he  fpoke  of 
the  ill  policy  of  prohibitions,  he  djd  not  mean  to  exclude  the 
idcxi  of  burdening  the  confumption  of  foreign  articles  with  pru- 
dent duties  i  on  which  fubjei^,  he  took  occaGon  to  introduct 
the  mention  of  the  late  report  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Cuftoms,  which  he  faid  was  a  board  that  were  a  perfed  okk 
del  for  their  induftry,  integrity,,  ability,  and  execution  of 
their. duty,  and  had  fignatifed  themfelvest  oa  particular  occa* 
fions,  in  a  way  that  fhewed  they  were  not  only  e^ual  to  the 
huiinefs  of  a  Board  of  Cuftoms^  but  of  a  Board  of  Trea- 
fury.     The  pafliige  his  Lord/hip  alluded  to1>eiDg  curious,  we 
give  as  follows  : 

«»  Prohibitions  feldom  anfwer  any  purpoft  but  thatof  mo- 
iK>l>oly  ;  no  receipt  can  arife  from  them,  unlefs  by  their  vio* 
iatio.n  on  the  forfeiture  of  the  feized  goods;  and  their  princi* 
pul  etlfct  is,  to  hinder  the  revenue  from  profiting  by  the  iai- 
portation  of  the  prohibited  articles  without  giving  much  im* 
provement  or  fecurity  to  the  native  produQions:  among  ma* 
/iiy  otlier  inflances,  cambricks  formerly  produced  a  duty  of 
^aboyt  20>ccol.  per  annun^  which  is  jnow  loft  to  the  pause 

treafuff» 
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reafury ;  yet  it  is  feared,  that  the  confumption  of  iSi\%  foreigc/ 
:ianufa<Sbore  it  not  diminifhed  here:  and  we  have  goddTea* 
on  to  believe,  that  large  quantities  of'filk  ftockings,  leathei* 
;love&,  and  poplins,  are  c^andeftinely  introduced  here  froiri 
reland:  Nor  is  the  injury  confined  only  to  the  giving  up?  ^ 
he  receipt  on  the  import  of  the  prohibited  commodities,  but' 
:he  evil  confequences  extend  themfelves  farther,  by  driving 
l^erfonSr  (not  otherwife  ill  difpofed)  into  obtaining  the  pro- 
[iibited  good  by  fuch  finifter  means,  as,  when  once  invented 
With  fuccefs,!  are  too  often  carried  into  piacSljce  for  the  in-* 
trodu6kioA  of  other  fpecies,  that  ilill  continue  fabje£t  to 
cuftoros.   •  ' 

**  It  is  alfo  ufually  thought  ncceffaify  to  info rce  prohibi- 
tions by  fevere  penalties  i  which  cannot  fail  to  deter  many 
ferfons  of  wealth  and  probity  from  engiiging  in  trsde,  in- 
cumbered with  laws,  that  expofe  them  to  the  rifque  of  ruin 
upon  the  ilighteft  miftake  irt  point  of  form  or  praflice. 

"  The  infpeftion  of  the  before-mentioned  voluminous  lift 
of  prohibited  goods,  enforced  by  enormous  penalties,  cannot 
but  cauie  matter  of  much  furprize  and  feriou^  refleftion,  to 
fnark  how  few  articles  are  left  as  fair  objects  of  levenc  and 
commerce,  in  a  country  that  boafts  of  the  title  of  a  trading 
nation. 

"  All  high  duties,  wlilch  make  it  fcart^  poffible  to  trade 
fairly  in  the  goods  upon  #hich  they  are  irapofed,  are  equally 
hurtful  to  the  revenue,  and  equally  favourable  to  fmuggUng, 
as  abfolute  prohibitions  are. 

**  Therefore,  according  as  the  refoluttons  contribute  to 
afaoliih  prohibitions,  or  to  ellablifll  equitably  moderate  duties, 
they  will  improve  the  revenue." 

TheXor^  Chancellor  fpoke  of.  the  indecency  of  the  motion  Thetori 
for  the  Chalrman*s  leaving  the  chair,  with  a  view  to  get  rid  Chwcdlw, 
of  a  buftnefs  which  had  occupied  (o  much  of  their  Lordihips'^ 
time,  apd  after  they  had  fpent  upwards  of  three  weeks  in  the 
hearing* of  evidence.'  He  then  touched  on  the  objeft  of  the 
refoluflons,  the  general  policy  of  which  went  jto  unite  more 
clofely  the  intcfeft  of  the  two  countries,  and  to  efiablifli  on 
a  firm  bafis  their  commercial  intercburfe.     He  then  recapi- 
tulated the  various  refolutions  andafls  iVhith  had  pafi^d  for 
accomplifliing  that  purpofe  from  the  year  1778,  when  the  re- 
laxation of  our  authdiity  over  Ireland  began/  to  the  prefent 
time.    From  the  refoluticn  of  j  ;3a,  he  faui,  it  was  dear  that 
goveriuneat  intended  to  pjerfe £t  that  commercia)  fyftem  which 
.was  then  begun.     In  countries  fo  clofely  conne£led,  &parate 
intertill  Qught  not  to  exiil ;  he  was  therefore  forry  to  obferve 
witht  how  jauch  induilry  the  ilUfouaded  clamour  of  the  ma-  . 
lUifa^.uf^y^had  been  excited.    He  faid  our  domeilic  and  fo- 
jeigQfinemies  hadlAkea  ho  fmall  pains  to  promote  jealoufies ; 

but 
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but  notwithftanding  all  this  clamour,  he  was  not  willing  to 
allow  that  tlie  njeauife  was  unpopuiaf»  even  though  1 20,oo3 
names  had  appeared  on  a  hdge  raafs  of  parchment,  «{ecUring 
their  difKent  to  thb  propofition.  It  was  well  known  that  thete 
names  were  procured  with  miich  induftry  i  even  CchooUhoji 
were  admiited  to  fign  their  names,  fior  could!  be  allow  all 
the  weight  to  Mr.  Wedgwood  that  had  bteni  afcrfbed  to 
Him.  He  confidered  him  as  a  refpe&able  monufaAurer  ^  but 
though  he  wai  a  gockl  potter,  he  Was  but  an  ini'i&mit  po- 
litician.' , 

With  rcgird  to  the  infringement  ot  the  legiflative  autho- 
rity of  Ireland,  which  had  been  To  long  dwelt  upon  by  fome 
noble  ,Lords/ and,  by  the  ingenious  and  learned  Connfelatthe 
bar ;  he  denie^  that  luch  would  be  the  confequence  of  the 
refolutions.  If  the  Parliaoient  of  Ireland  did  not  make  laws 
for  the  proteftipn  of  her  trade,  then  it  was  at  an  end.  Wis 
not  the  colonial  trade  granted  to  tbem  on  that  condition  ? 
8ach  laws  did  then  exill  in  Irelandi  but  they  were  annual, 
and  they  were  not  obliged  to  renew  them.  The  Very  mean* 
ing  of  the  world  participation  implies^  that  it  may  be  of  mu- 
tual advantage  to  both  countries,  and  without  that,  the  bafis 
of  tie  treaty  is  broken,  and  it  rouit  fall  to  the  ground.  He 
^ould  beg  leave  to  afk  if  it  was  of  any  confequence  in  a  trcjty 
of  that  kindj  wh,ich  was  founded  on  reciprocity,  on  which 
£de  it  originated  ?  As  to  counterv^titig  duties,  he  had  no  dif- 
ficulty in  declaring  it  to  be  his  opinion^,  that  they  would  be 
fully  adequate  to  the  end  prOpofed.  Upon  the  whole,  be 
hoped  he  had  faid  enough  to  impress  their  Lordfhips  of  the 
neceffity  there  was  of  coming  to  a  conclufion  with  the  ar- 
rangement propofed,  and  confequently  that  the  motion  ought 
to  be  oppofed. 

The  Committee  theti  divided  on  the  quefUon,  that  the 
Chairman  do  leave  the  chair) 

-  Contents  -  *  -  •  17 

Non  Contents    ....        *         58 

Majority        ......  jt 

,    The  original  motion  was  then  put  and  carried^  and  the 
Houfe  rofe  at  four  o'clock. 

Monday y  July  ili 

The  Houfe  hemg  referred  into  a  Committ^  Lord  Hawke 
•in  the  chair,  the  clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  fecond  propor- 
tion, when, 
Lor^  Lord  Loughborough  rofe  and  objedled  to  it  in  its  pififent 

LoMghbo-    prefent  form,  upon  a  variety  of  grounds ;  he  contei^ded  that 
ruugh.       i^  contained  a  pofition  in  direS  coDiradiftioa  to  ib»  evidence 

•ifhiok 
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irhich  had  beti^  given  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  9nd  vbid^ 
very  man  iri  the  kingdom,  he  believed,  WQuld  condemn  as 
life  ;  to  ayoid  therefore  an  rmputation  of  that  kind  being  caft 
n  any  of  their  Lordfhips'  proceedings,  he  wopid  trouble  them 
i^itb  a  motion  for  leaving  out  the  words '5'  it  is  for  the  ei&n- 
ial  behfsfit  of  the  manufadurers.-'  That  the  paffing  theff 
iropofitions,  and  admitting  the  Irifh  to  **  a  full  participa- 
ion  of  their  trade,'*  (another  paft  of  the  fame  refolution'  on 
<rhich  he 'would  fay  a  few  words  hereafter),  would  be  advan^ 
ageous  to  the  manufatSVurers  here,  was  too  abfurd;  it  did  not 
ome  within  the  line  of  probability,  and  confequeptly  ought 
o  he  rejeded  from  their  refolutipns.  He  was  the  more  ready 
o  propofe  this  alteration,  4)ecaufe  it  w;^  not  part  of  the  pro* 
lofuions  which  had  been  fent  over  from  Ireland ;  the  firft  of 
hem,  out  of  which  the  fir(l  and  fecond  of  the  prefent  ha4 
>een  formed,  but  fo  different  from  the  original,  that  ther^ 
vas  fcarce  a  fipgle  feature  to  know  theip  by;  had  not  a  fen-  ^ 
ence  of  the  kind,  nor  indeed  wa$  he  able  to  conceive  honjr 
tny  perfon  could  ever  have  thought  of  folemnly  ailerting, 
hat  giving  away  part  of  the  ipanufaflurer's  profits  would  be 
>f  peculiar  advant;)ge  to  him  ;  he  thought  befides,  it  would 
ilfo  be  of  as  much  credit  to  that  Hoyfe  if,  before  they  agree 
o  this  refplution,  they  mad<$  it  grammar,  a  circumHance 
vhich  he  fuppofed  the  franker  of  it  had  confidered  as  unne- 
refTary.  His  Lord(hip  then  cQnpluded  by  repeating  his  mo* 
ion. 

Lord  Sydney  faid  he -would  ha,ye  liked  the  refolution  as.  well  tord  Sy4* 
f  it  had  hot  contained  the  part  objected  to  by  the  noble  and  npy* 
earned  Lord  ;  but  as  it  was  infertcd,  be  was  againft  leaving    i 
t  out.     He  fuppofed  every  noble  Lord,  who  did  not  think 
hefe  refolutions  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  both  coun-> 
ries,  would  vote  for  the  amendment;  bgt,  for  his  part,  he 
«ras  firmly  of  opinion,  when  he  confidered  their  relative  (itu- 
ttion,  that  they  would  experience  reciprocal  advantages  by 
:hem,  and  therefore  he  coyld  not  find  any  di£Bculty  in  aflent- 
ng  to  the  aflertionf 

Lord  Stormont  went  largely  into  the  abfurdity  of  the  pofi-  j^^j  sto». 
:ioh,  and  condemned  it  in  general  terms:  a  pofition  which  moot, 
he  noble  Lord  himfelf  would  have  been  as  well  pleafed  it  had 
:)een  without;  he  gave  him  credit  for  the  afiertion,  and 
ioub'ed  not  but  fu^h  would  be  found  the  general  opinion : 
it  put  him  in  mind,  he  faid,  of  a  circumAance  recorded  by 
Lord  Clarendon,  refpedtihg  the  decifion.of  the  judges  on  the 
^uellion  of  fhip  money  ;  for  they  declared  that  to  be  the  law 
which  every  man  in  the  kingdom  knew  was  not. '  This  open 
violation  of  truth  funk  deep  into  the  hearts  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  was  not  afterWafds  to  be  eradicated  ;  he  there* 
foxe  cautioned  their  Lordfliips  agaiaft  coming  to  ^  decifioh, 

-   '  '  the 
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^e  varactry  of  which  would  be  fo  general]  jdifpotei,  z^ 
'  could  be  fo  flatly  contradi<S^ed.     He  obfer\'edy  that  notvn:- 
fiaqdipg  much  bad  been  faid  t.p  prove  that  no  nunofzdr 
couiij  thrive  in  a  poor  kingdom,  or  hold  a  competiticn  tt: 
a  rich  one^  he  was  very  far  from  acquiefcing  in  that  o^z^ 
knowing  one  or  two  infbinces  that  went  dlredlly  to  thecs^ 
trary ;  the  manufacture  of  gauz^e  in  Scotland,  for  inibco. 
ii^  a  very  few  year&i  had  got  considerably  forward,  and  : 
was  a  well-known  fa£l,  thut  poor  a^  Ireland  wascooje^ti 
to  be,  and  rich  as  England  was  held  out,  that  the  httercccaa 
not  by  any  means  enter  into  a  competition  with  thefona? 
in  the  article  pf  linens;  therefore,  it  was   plain  that  it  r-i 
not  fo  mucli  to  riches  as  to  the  attention  p;iid  to  a  manttfi:- 
^re  which  rendered  it   flourifliiqg,     The  amendment  pro- 
,       pofed  by  his  learned  friend,  he  thought  a  very  judicious  (» 
and  doubted  whether  any  noble  Lord  could  lay  bis  hand  Qpff: 
])is  lieart  and  fay,  he  did  not  consider  the  refolation  a  it 
^now  (lood,  as  containing  a  dire<St  falfehood  ;  he  was  fatis£t« 
in  his  own  mind  it  was  fo,  and  confequentiy  ihould  foppcr. 
the  motion  for  the  opiffion. 
The  Lord        The  Lord  Chancellor  (Lord  Thurlow)  faid  it  wasnoic^t- 
Cftancclior.  ter  to  Ilim  what  was  the  hiflory  of  the  refoIutions»  or  hew 
tliey  had  come  into  the  prefent  Oiape;    he  knew  nothing  &' 
them  originally;  it  was  fufficient  for  him  to  confider them :^ 
they  now  appear edr  sn^  in  that  form  he  thought  ibcy  xt^ 
rited  fypport.     The  cafe  that  the  noble  Vifconnt  hadalluifi 
to,  in  his  opinion,  bore  not  the  lead  3Lnzlogj  to  diem,  ^ 
caufe  they  were  founded  on  reciprocal  advantages,  and  w£r..u 
he  of  benefit  to  both  countries ;  each  manufa£lurer  was  toba^ 
the  privilege  of  fending  his  goods  into  the  naafkets  of  ci6i* 
kingdom,  under  fimilar  reliridions,  and  fuppofii^  thef?to 
be  an  equal  exportation  from  the  two  countries,  wouMitb^ 
'contended  that  the  manufaflurers  of  both  would  not  bebc^* 
fited  by  the  opening  there  would  be  made  for  the  contor- 
tion of  tlieir  trade.     Their  Lordfhips  had  alreadv  voted  rli:: 
the  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  fliouU  ^^ 
regulated  on  equitable  principles,  and  yet  is   was  noff  pr^ 
pofed  to  deny  th^t  the  principles  meant  to  l>e  adopted  vei 
for  tlie  mutual  advantage  of  both  ;   it  was  true,  asfaraji^ 
knew,  of  the  hiftory  ot  thefe  propoGtions,  from  tlicmiBu.v 
of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  that  what  now  conftitrrtcJ  ^^ 
Jirft  and  fecbndhad  originally  been  in  one,  and  that<»l^^^ 
divided  in  that  fioufe,  the  firft  pafled  unanimoufl^r  ai^"^  ^"^ 
fecond  had  been  carried  by  a  very  confiderable  majorin  ^ 
but  he  could  not  fee  the  leaft  reafon  for  making  the  ptof*®'. 
alteration,  becaufe  he  ^as  fatisiied  that  a  fall  participanon  ^• 
commercial  advantages  woirid  be  ukiraately  for  the  beoe^'^* 
both  kingdoms.  _ 
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Thequeftion  was  then  put  for  leaving  out .  tlie  words  ^  it  ^ 

s  far  the  eilential  benefit  of  the  manufacturers/'  which  wa^ 
liegativdd  without  a  divifion. 

A  converfation  then  took  place,  in  which  Lord  ThurloW 
bferved,  that  "  full  participation*'  meant  only  *«  fair  parti- 
ipation,"  and  that  as  there  was  no  material  difference  in  thef 
.rords,  to  make  an  alteration  might  occafion  jealoufies  in  the 
fler  kingdom  ;  while  it  was  contended  on  the  other  hand, 
lat  by  continuing  the  word  "full"  it  would  be  giving  thent 
1  opportunity  on  the  other,  fide  of  the  water  for  cavilling. 
rOrds  Loughborough,   Thorlow,    Stormont,   and  ^Fitzwil-  .    . 

am,  were  up  feveral  times,  when  at  length  the  queftion  was 
jtand  rejefled.  •   .     » 

^ucfday^    July  I2, 

• 

Lord  Hawke  having  taken  the  chair,  an  amendment  was 
opofed  on  the  third  propofition,  for  appointing  alimited 
Tie  for  allowing  the  drawbacks  on  foreign  articles  exported 
>m  this  kingdom  to  Ireland  :  this  drew  on  a  converfation, 
fpefling  the  half  fubfidy  and  the  increafc  of  the  hereditary 
/enue. 

The  queftton  was  put  on  the  amendment,  and  carried  with-  ' 
t  a  divifion,  and  the  third  propofition  then  pafled. — The 
irth  was  next  read  by  tlie  clerk  of  the  Houfe,  and  pafled 
thout  a  (ingle  word  being  faid  on  it. 

Lord  Loughborough  on  the  fixth  refolutioo,  thought  it  ne-  Ld.Longh- 
fary  to  obferve  to  their  Lordfliips,  th^t  an  amendment  was,  *>orough. 
his  opinion,  ailually  requifite  in  order  to-  fccure  to  this 
intry  the  point  of  juflice  in  refpeft  to  colonial  produce, 
ich  the  whole  of  the  refolutions  meant,  and  which,  though' 
Jently  forgot  inthis  one,  yet,  no  doubt,  was  meant  hy  the 
it,  though  not  included  in  the  letter.  The  objedioii 
ich  his  Lordifaip  had  was  to  the  interdijftion  of  foreign 
is  into  Ireland,  whtJft  an  opening  vvas  left  for  the  impor- 
on  of  foreign  brandies,  which  were  a  fpirit  equally  perm- 
as  to  the  colonial  trade,  and  equally  deftru6livis  tb  the' 
ket  in  this  country.  He  fliould,*  therefore,'  wi.th  their 
dfhips*  permifTion,  propofe  an  amendment  forihe  purpofe 
nclndinf  all  foreign  ftrong  waters,  in  which  of  courfe 
idy  would  be  included.-    .         '■    ^ 

»orcl  Camden  was  well  aware  that  the  introdofHoh  of  fo-iord  Cv^. 
n  fpirits  into  England,  as  Well  as'intb  Ireland,  v^as  per- ''*^"*  ; 

>us  ;  but  as  the  brandy  came  not  within  the  defcriptibn' 
ie  propofition-now  before  the  Houfe,  he  fhould  wifh  the 
led  Lord  to  defer  thai  fubjeft  to  anbther  opportunity,  tp' 
idraw  his  amendment,  and  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  pur- 
,  not  on  the  confined  and  fi.ngfe  article  of  brandy^  but  on 
gn  fpirits  in  general. 
Of-.  2^VlUf  M  Lord 
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HA.  tough-     Lord  L^ugiboreugb  faid  he  fhoald  be  mod  willing  to  vtt-- 
borongE.    ^j^^  ]^^g  ainendaient,  if  he  did  not  think  that  the  interdid^ 
of  foreign  brandy  into  Ireland  was  a  matter  adoall  j  FPqsi:! 
to  the  ipirit  of  the  prefent  irfolutipns  -,  por  couM  be  perce  ^ 
why,  or  on  what  account*  th^  noble  Lord  fliouU  objtd  r- 
the  proposition.     Why  wefe  foreign  ruras  interdidled?   '^:i 
\t  not  for  the  purpofe  of  giving. a  preference  to  the  cokx^. 
produce  in  the  home  market  ?  and  if  Ireland   was  to  beoGss 
a  participator  in  the  colonial  produce^  Ireland  ihould  eq«il/ 
interdict  French  brandies* 
totd  Cam-       Lord  Camden  faid  the  learned  Lord  did  not  ffem  to  Ino^ 
"'  that  the  duties  on  French  fpirits  in  Ireland  already  amouBtei 

to  a  prohibition,  and  that  of  courfe  the  Britifti  Colonial  pro- 
duce could  not  fufier  bj  their  intrpdvi£tion   into  that  kisg- 
dona. 
3LordChan-      Thq  Lord  Chancellor  obfqrved  that  he  coniI4ered  the  Ly 
?^^'        ]tdi  in  quite  a  diflferent  point  of  view :  the  refolqtioo  declared 
that  they  were  aggregately  for  a  oiutual  particip^itioa  ofcccs 
joercial  advantages;  and  that  fuch  being  their  true  intent  ari 
meaning,  it  became  the  duty  of  Ireland*  and  Ireland  was  s  :- 
tually  bound  to  continue  thofe  hi^h  duties  on  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  brandies,  which  at  prefent  exifted  ii|  that  coo-:- 
try.     There  was  no  doubt  but  they  would.     It  w^s  a  par; 
of  their  promife  in  the  refolutiouj,  that  th^  duties  oa  the  m- 
portation  of  foreign  goods  were  to  be  fo  equaiizail.  that  t^-^ 
advantages  of  the  colonial  produce  were  to  be  reciproa'- 
Now  it  was  an  evident  fa£t,  if  the  Iriih  Parliaipent  look  si 
the  duties  pn  French  brandies,  and  thereby  injured  die  b«^9^ 
confumption  of  Briti(h«liland  fpirits,    then   they  broke  t^-^ 
compa£l  into  which  they  had  entered.     Befides  if  the  ao^* 
Jxsrd  looked  to  the  confequences  of  admitting  his  aoiendcies:* 
he  would  find  that  his  argument  on  brandy  held  good  m  n* 
fpeft  to  every  other  foreign  produce;  and  that  tftere  wcc  I 
be  a  neceffity,  ii  the  exception  of  brandy  was  admitted,  t? 
agree  to  an  amendment  enumerating  aU  tl^  difl^eat  article 
imported  from  the  foreign  market,  diftinguifliing  each.   It 
niras' better,  therefore,  to  take  the  propofitioQ  as  it  fiood,  2&i 
to  abide  by  it  in  the  general  terms  of  the  agreeiaeac^  ihiota 
enter  fpecifically  into  what  fhould  be  the  duties  on  eei^  an- 
cle of  foreign  import.     For  thefe  reafons  be  ihoald  gin  (x 
amendment  hie  negative.  . 
Earl  Pib^f    "  %^x\  FitTswiliiom  peirceived  the  mo^  extcnfi ve  field  woe^l 
vrilUam,     i,g  Qpeoed  for  every  Ipecies  of  imuggling.    And  ke  prefoo*^". 
the  ruin  of  the  firitim  colonies  would  ootbe  much  rrgv^ 
by  Ireland,  oi;  even  in  Great  Britain,  while  th^  French  bria- 
-  dies  and  wines  could  be  f<^  eaiily>  obtained, 
*<ord  Lord  Sjtdfuy  was  of  opinion,,  that  the  rqgi^atioas  now  tsS' 

ydney.  *  ing,  as  well  as  thoie  which,  it  might  wdJl  be  fupp^ti.  i^ 

^      ^    '  -  fdUcs 
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vlfdom  of  both  nations  would  afterwards,  and  From  ttibe  to 
:ime,  adopt,  would  operate  in  fuch  a  fiianoer^  as  to  prevent 
dl  clandeftine  praAices  of  that  kind. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  adhered  to  what  he  had  ftated,  as  moft 
ikely  to  happen. 

The  Duke  of  Rkbfnohd  entered  iiito  fte  pblicy  and  expe-  Djike  of 
liency  of  the  mcafure;   and  alledged  that  the  amendment  ^^*^*^^^^* 
^ropofed  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  #as  precluded  by  the 
fpirit  of  the  whole  fettlement. 

Lord  Stormottt  adverted  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  9coiv 
md  learned  Lord.     His  reafohing,  in  his  opinion,  went  to  "^°** 
what  wai  more  efpecially  the  fubftince  and  tendency  of  the 
fourth  propofition. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  Lord  Lou^^iborough's  amend* 
oient,  when  their  appeared. 

Contents         -         -         -.       -        .         12 

Non  Content!        -»        -        -         -         ay  .'       • 

The  refolution  of  cotirfe  palled  in  its  original  form. 

The  fixth  refolution  was  n^xt  iread,  and  alfo  pafled  with- 
out any  amendment. 

Ob  the  feventh  r^folution^  Lord  Loughborough  'objeded  U.  tongh^^ 
to  the  phrafe» — a  time  to  be  limited^  which  Occafioned  a  con-  *>««>««*'• 
verfation  on  the  nature  ^f"  import  and  export  trade,  which 
refted  entirely  with  Lord  Loughborough  and  Lord  Thuriow; 
The  amendment)  however>  propofed  by  the  former,  was  ai: 
laft,  after  much  explanation,  agreed  to  oy  the  latter;  and  the 
refolution,  thus  amended,  pafled  the  Committee. 

The  eighth  lelblution  being  read^  Lbrd  Stormont  rofe,  and  L<L  Stor* 
pointed  out  th^  neceflity  of  making  an  amendmei)t,  with  1  ^^^^' 
view  to  an  equalization  of  duties  between  the  two  countries, 
in  regard  to  goods  exported.  He  faid,  as  the  refolution  flood 
at  prefent,  Ireland  had  a  peculiar  and  niateri^  advantage 
over  England,  in  refpe&  to  the  export  of  feveral  of  her  ma* 
nnfadlutes,  but  more  particularly  in  regard  to  one  of  the 
moil  important  mahufa£lures  we  had,  the  manu£i£lute  of 
iron.  He  reminded  the  Committee,  that  the  dtity  on  foreicri 
iron  imparted  into  England  was  2  L  i6$.  the  ton^  whereas  th^ 
duty  on  foreign  iron  imported  into  Ireland  was  only  9s.  yd. 
per  ton.  Add  to  this,  the  extreme  low  price  of  labour  in  Ire- 
land^  and  the  cbeapnefs  of  the  price  of  provisions  compared 
with  thetr  prkre  in  this  country,  thefe  together  gave  Ireland 
an  advantage  to  the  amount  of  twenty  per  cent,  over  us  in 
the  manufadlure  of  iron.  A  gf  eat  deal,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  had 
been  ulrged  in  a  former  debate,  ih  refpedl  to  the  tow  price  of 
labter  in  Ireland,  la  if  that  had  been  the  whole  of  the  ground 
of  the  argument  adduced  in  proof,  that  in  point  of  ndanu- 
fa£lure,  Ireland  had  a  great  ^nd  a  fenfible  fupenority  over 
this- c^o«ntry«    In  truth,  the  lo^  price  of  labour  haA  only 
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been  oirged  as  one  among  others  of  the  varioiis  circumftanc*? 
in  favour  of  Ireland,  and  againft  this  country.      If  tht-ir 
Lordfhips  would  take  the  trouble  to  refer  to  the  evidence  cf 
Mr.  Gibbons  aixl  Mr.  Raby,  two  as  refpe<SlabIe,  as  fenlibl?r, 
and  as  intelligent  witiiefles  as  ever  were  examined  at  any 
bar,  they  would  fee,  that  their  tcftimony  contained  'many 
obfervations  that  were  entitled  to  great  attention   on   tli- 
part  of  their  Lordfhips,  and  that  were  of  a  nature  that  cocid 
not  but  have  made  a  deep  impiefTion  orv  the  minds  of  aJI 
who  heard  tbem.      His  Lordfhip  read  from  a  manufcript 
feveraJ  extradls  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Gibbons,  which 
were  extremely  forcible  and  pointed,  in  proof  that  the  ma- 
nufacturers of  iron  felt  great  alarm,   that  they  faw  their 
dai\ger,  and  that  their  fears  were  well  founded.      He  enu- 
merated the  price  of  iron  per  ton  in  Sweden,  the  amount  of 
the  duty  payable  on  importation,  the  value  of  it   per  ton 
whon  made  into  hoops,  and  the  value  of  it  when  made  into 
nails.     He  compared  thefe  with  the  i>rices  of  each  in  Ire- 
land; and  in  order  to  fhew,  that  the  argument  of  thofe  who 
contended  that  much  depended  on  the  ingenuity  of  the  work- 
man, and  that  the  want  of  (kill  out-balanced  the  advanta^^ 
deducible  from  the  low  price  of  labour  in  Ireland,  was  ::i 
founded,  he  flated  from  the  notes  of  the  evidence,  that  one 
of  the  mnruifafturers  had  declared  that  he  could  teach  tl:* 
toofl  uninformed  Irifliman  that  ever  was  found  taking  his 
reft  under  a  hedge,  the  ;*rt  of  making  a  hoop  in  a  week^  pr»> 
vided  that  his  foreman  and  overfeer  was  a  Ikilful,  a6iive,  ar.J 
afliduous  maji^     He  dilated  a  good  deal  04i  the  dilTerent  bran- 
ches of  the  iron  manufatSlure,  and  particularly  on  the  manu- 
fa(5lure  of  hoops.     He  alfo  fta^ed,  that  in  point  of  revenue, 
the  manufav51ure  of  iron  was  a  very  important  coniideration 
to  the  country,  as  no  lefs  than-  I50>000 1,  a  year  was  derived  • 
from  it.     Having  dwelt  for.  fome  timfe  on  its  magnitude,  hv.* 
reminded  the  Comniittoe,  that  in   1778,  when  the  firil  con- 
eellions  were  made  to  Ireland,  all   Norfh  Anrerica  was  ktt 
open  to  licr  as  a  market"  to  which  flie  might  export  her  m.t- 
nufuclurcs.     In  the  yeir  1780,  thofe  conceflions  were  mail'? 
general.     lie  contended  therefore,  that  Ireland-  ought  to  b-/ 
put  on  a  footing  with  En^biul  in  ragard  to  the  incumbrancer 
of  duties  under  which  flie  iliould  export  hep  manufactures 
to  the  States  of  North  America.     He  reafoned  upon  tbr: 
fairnefs   of  fuch  a   regulation",  and  upon   its  neccflity  aii  .* 
proteftion  for  the  Knglilh  iron  manuradlure.     He  cited  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Ciibbons,  to  fliew  that  he  had  fuggeiled  three 
modes  of  putting  the  two  countries  on  a  footing  in  regard  to 
the  ir6n  manufaflure.      He  ftated  thefe  three  modes,  and' 
reafoned  upon  each.     Tke  one  was  by  moderate  duties  bcinc 
equally  im^jofcd  on  the  importation  of  the  raw  muterials  into 
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luty  on  importing  foreign  iron ;  and  the  third  was  by  granting 
3ounties  in  favour  of  the  Britifti  manufafture  of  iron  oh  its 
exportation.  He  declared,  he  thought  the  firft  imprafticable, 
IS  it  would  materially  affe£t  the  revenue;  and  the  laft  he  did 
lot  approve,  as  Ireland  might  counteract  its  efFeft  by  granting 
fimilar  bounties  on  the  export  of  its  own  iron  manufac- 
:ure.  The  middle  propofition  was  that  he  moft  approved, 
md  therefore  the  amendment  he  fhould  propofe  would  be  to 
nfert  after  the  words,  "or  in  America,'*  the  words,  "  or 
^  the  States  of  America.'*  ^  This  amendment,  he  faic^  weuld 
lot  only  prove  an  eflcntial  proteftion  to  the  Britifh  iron 
nanufadture,  but  would  alfo  operate  beneficially  to  another 
rery  important  manufa(5lure  of  this  country,  the  manufafture 
)f  leather,  in  which  in  the  article  of  fhoes  it  had  been  proved 
:hat  Ireland  cauld  greatly  underfell  us.  His  Lordftiip  re- 
erred  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Gutheridge  in  regard  to  the  ftate 
)f  the  leather  manufaSure,  and  drew  from  it  various  argu- 
nents  to  prove  how  much  it  ftood  in  need  of  protaftion. 
Having  faid  enough  to  Ihew  that  the  leather  manufafture 
A^as  entitled. to  the  care  of  the  Committee,  his  Lordfliip  re- 
verted to  the  farther  confideratiou  of  the  ftate  of  the  iron 
nanufadlory,  and  after  arguing  upon  it  very  elaborately,  and 
epeatediy  urging,  that  as  this  country  had  in  her  conceffions 
)f  177?  granted  Ireland  the  right  of  exporting  to  America; 
n  point  of  fairnefs,  Ireland  Ought  now  to  be  fubjedl  to  the 
ame  incumbrances  on  her  export  trade  as  England  was  liable 
o,  in  order  thtt  (he  might  not  underfell  us  in  the  American 
narket ;  he  concluded  with  moving,  that  the  words  '*  or  the 
'  States  of  Amerca"  be  inferted  after  the  words  "  or  in 
'  America." 

Lord  IVaiJingham  rofe  to  controvert  Lord  Stormont's  argu-  Lord  Wal- 
nent  relative  to  the  two  manufaftures  of  iron  and  leather*  ^'og^*""- 
-lis  Lordfliip  firll  entered  into  a 'detail  of  particulars  re- 
pedliiig  the  iron  manufadlure,  and  took  notice  of  what  had 
)een  faid  by  the  noble  Vifcount  relative  to  hoops.  They 
vere,  he  faid,  a  very  trifling  article  of  export  to  America,  as 
t  appeared  from  the  Cuftom-houfe  entries,  that  not  above 
"oity  or  fifty  pounds  worth  were  ever  annually  exported 
X)  -iVmerica.  The  hoops  that  came  round  the  hoglheads, 
hat  contain^  the  rum  of  our  Weft-India  illands,  notonW 
ully  fiipplying  America,  but  at  times  there  had  been  fuch  , 
L  glut,  that  great  quantities  of  the  hoops  were  fent  over 
lerc  as  old  iron.  .Having  ftated  this  and  various  other  parti- 
:iilars,  bisLord/liip  adverted  to  the  leather  manufaAory,  and 
hid,  it  wittf"not  from  any  one  branch  of  the  leather  manu- 
aclory  tiiat'  ,tt  jadgement  was  to  be  formed  of  the  efFecl  of 
he  whole,  Ireland  xnight  poffibly  make  flioes  cheaper  than 
vejcould,  but  even  in  that  article  he  was  well  informed,  they 
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had  not  been  fiiccefsful.    He  reminiled  the  Houie  that  upos 
America's  obtaining  her  independency,   there  had   been  2 
race  run  by  the  different  powers  which  Ifaould  firft  polTefs 
itfetf  of  the  Atnerican  marlcet ;  hence  it  had  been  greatir 
cverftocked)  and  thofe  powers,  who  had  at  firft  encooragrd 
the  ardour  of  their  merchant^  now  found  it  their  intereft  to 
check  it.    Ireland  had  fent  out  a  great  quantity  of  fbo?s^ 
but,  on  their  arrival,  it  was  found  that  the  market  was  pre- 
occupied.   The  confequence  was,  the  Irifh  merchant,  not 
being  in  a  capacity  to  wait  for  the  return  of  his  capital,  vris 
obliged  to  write  out  to  his  agent  in  America  to  fell  the  fhoes 
at  all  events,  and  they  were  difpofed  of  25  per  cent,  unier 
the  prime  coft.    His  Lordfliip  reafoned  on  this  fsk&y  and  wtnt 
into  a  comparifon  of  the  number  of  hides  produced  in  Irehnd 
and  in  England,  {hewing  that  there  were  not  above  70,000 
head  of  cattle  killed  in  Ireland,  whereas  there   was  a  much 
greater  number  killed  here.     He  urged  this  in  order  to  fhew 
that  the  tanners'  trade  was  carried  on  to  a  greater  eirtrnt  in 
England  than  in  Ireland.     He  faid  his  aim  in  rifing  had  been 
to  refcue  the  refolution  from  the  point  of  view  in  which  it 
had  been  placed  by  his  noble  friend.     With  regard  to  the 
amendment,  he  wtuld  give  no  opinion  on  it,  one  way  or  the 
other,  but  was  ready  to  vote  either  for  receiving  or  rejcfting 
it,  juft  as  thofe  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  ad  (hould 
be  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  dealt  with. 
Icri  Stor-      Lord  Stormont  rofe  again,  and  re-ftated  his  former  ar^- 
"'*'°^"         ment,  appealing  to  the  good  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe,  whether 
they  thought  it  poffible  for  this  country  to  cope  with  Ire- 
land in  the  American  market^  when  Ireland  could  go  to 
that  or  any  other  market  with  her  articles  full  20  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  we  could  ?     Hrs  Lord/hip  in  reply  to  what  had 
been  faid  relative  to  the  leather  manufafhire,  ftated  a  fad 
that  had  come  within  his  own  knowledge,  of  a  gentleman 
who  had  at  one  time  had  a  confiderable  fall  of  timber,  and 
the  whole  freight  of  his  bark  to  Ireland  had  amounted  oaly 
to  fcvtntcen  Jh'tlltngSm 
Lord  Du4-      Lord  Dudley  faid,  if  nothing  better  was  propofed,  he  (hou!  J 
^^y*  be  for  voting  the  amendment ;  for  fomethiug  ought  to  bs 

done  for  the  better  protedtion  of  the  iron  trade.  His  Lor(J- 
ftiip  obferved  upon  the  decent  and  refpeSable  conduA  ct 
the  peiiticners,  declaring  that  they  were  his  nelghbotiri,  and 
fiad  not  come  to  that  houfe  for  the  purpofes  of  faflion,  but 
peaceably  to  ftate  the  real  grievances  that  they  felt.  He  3c^- 
verted  to  fomething  that  had  been  faid  in  a  former  debate, 
declaring,  that  he  held  it  to  be  his  indifputable  right  to  con- 
fider  the  debate  as  the  continuation  of  a  debate  that  had  been 
adjourned. 


k»  i99j,  DEBATES.  95 

Ths  Iford  ChanofUor  went  intt}  iimiQietit  lipoii  the  pro^  The  Lord 
3ofed  aiBQniment,  wd  4|BcUrrd  Iw  la w  oo  riafen  for  Gr?at  <**«*"**• 
Brits|in  to  cI^iq  pr  ^i^pe^  from  IndaaA  a  ptfrticnlar  line  of 
:ondu£l  with  regard  to  a  country  over  which  flie  bad  no 
:lai9i,  j^hertbw ov^aoy  other  in<kp4ndent  ftate.  With 
regard  to  the  conc^$O0$  of  1778,  he' reminded  the  noble 
Vifcounti  that  there  h^d  been  a  olaufe^put  into  the  Bill,  for* 
bidding  Ireland  to  trade  with  America  during  the  exifience 
[>f  th^  war. 

When  the  queAion  mra)  put^  ^nd  the  HqiU!^  divided^ 

Contents        -----.--15 
Non  Contens        ------       41 

PFednefiayy  July  13. 
The  Houfi;  went  tnlto  a  ColHoiittee  on  the  ninth  refoludom 

The  Earl  of  Derhy  rofe,  and  ftated  the  danger  that  thi$  Th#»K«l^ 
country  might  fuilain  in  her  manufafture  of  fail-cloth,  as  ^'•^^ 
-well  as  the  other  inconveniences  flie  might  fufler,  if  an  ex- 
ception were  not  inferted  in  the  proportion  reftfaining  the 
Eaft-India  Company's  (Kips  from  taking  fail-cloth  onboard 
in  Ireland.  His  Lordlhip  faid,  the  Company's  fhips  con-  » 
fqmed  large  quantities  of  fail-cloth  in  their  own  faib,  and 
they  always  took  out  additional  fets  of  fails  to  provide  againft 
a  cafe  of  neceflSty's  arifmg  in  the  courfe  of  fo  long  a  voyage, 
as  a  voyage  to  and  from  the  Eaft  Indies.  Add  to  this,  they 
carried  with  them  a  quantity  of  fails  by  way  of  merchan- 
dize to  India;  it  became  therefore  highly  neceflary  to  guard 
againft  their  making  Ireland  their  market  for  fail-ciotlv 
Ills  Lordfhip  therefore  moved  to^  infert,  as  an  exception 
in  th^  refolutjon,  after  the  words,  •<  manufafbure  of  that 
**  kingdom.**  the  words  **  except  the  article  of  fail-cloth.** 

The  Earl  of  Hopetoun  faid,  he  believed  he  could  throw  fome  rheEarl^f 
light  upon  the  fubjed;   having  brought  in  the  petition  ofHopetonn. 
jhe  failcloth  manufaflurer^  of  Warrington,  he  had  inquired* 
a  good  deal  into  the  matter,  in  order  to  make  himfelf  matter 
of  the  fubjeft.    He  found  the  (ait-cloth  manufauftory  in 
Ireland  was  not  at  all  toie  dreaded.     Though  they  exported 
feil-cloth  under  bounties  and  drawbacks,  neither  bounties 
nor  drawbacks  were  payable  on  exporting  fail-cloth  frbni 
Ireland,  with  a  view  to  Import  it  into  England,  and  the  fa(?t 
was,  not  a  lingle  yard  had  been  imported.  6>r  many  years. 
His  Lordfhip  remarked,  that  the  Eafl-India  (hips  failed  from 
the  port  of  London  always;  it  was  not  then  to  be  expected 
that  they  would  &\\  down  the  Channel  with  bare  poles. 
Jhey  mqfl  have  Ails,  and  they  would  fcarcely  have  old 
'*  canras 
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canvas  fpread*     H*  iaw  therefore  no  reafon  to   fear  their 
buying  of  any  but  the  Britifh  fail-cloth  manufa£turers. 

At  length  the  queftion  was  put  and  the  amendment  ne- 
gatived. ' 
lerdStor-        Lord  Stormont  then  moved  by  way  of  amendrocnt,    ta 
moot.         annex  certain  words  (copied  verbatim  from  the  fifth  refo- 
lution,)  to.  the  end  of  the  ninth,  by  Way  of  providing  for  tiic 
pofTible  cafe  of  the  Eafl-India  company  s  charter  expirmg. 
The  Lord        The  Lord  Chancellor  (Lord  Thurlow)  thought   it  unne- 
CfcanccUor.  ^eflary  as  the  two  cafes,  viz.  the  carrying  on  the  commerce 
to  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,   to  the 
Straits  of  Magellan,  by  an  exclufive  company,  and  the  man- 
ner of  carrying  it  on,  when  our  exclufive  company  fhould  no 
longer  exift  was  already  provided  for.     His  Lordihip  fa  id,  if 
the  noble  Vifcount's  amendment  were  neceflary,  more  rnvjit 
be  fuperadded  upon  that  amendment,   in  order  to  provide 
for  the  exception  of  China,  and  places  not  belonging  in  siir 
fenfe  to  Great  Britain;  but  he  thought  the  whole  unneceflary 
as  the  pofUble  cafe  the  amendment  aimed  at  was  not  likely 
to  happen. 
Lord  Stor-      Lord  Stormont  replied,  that  in  adju fling  a  final  and  irre- 
»or.t.         vocable  plan,  like  that  to  be  eftabliflied  by  the  refolutions, 
every  poflibility  ought  to  be  provided  foj.   But  he  was  at  a  Icls 
under  what  defcription  the  countries  in  queftion  felL     Could 
the  Province  ofOude  be  called  aBritifli  Province  [the  Lord 
Chancellor  fai  J  from  his  feat,  moft  certainly  not.]    His  Lord- 
fliip  then  went  on  ^o  argue  the  point,  which  he  did  for  force 
time. 
The  Lord        The  Lord  Chancellor  explained  in  what  manner  the  end  of 
Chanccilor.  the  refolution  already  provided  for  the  poflible  cafe  in  view. 
HisLordfliip  faid,  the  Province  of  Oudc  was  that  of  all  others 
in  Hindoftan  which  the  noble  Vifcountmuft  know  could  not 
come  within  the  defcription  of  a  Britifh  Province,  but  tlicrc 
were  diftrifls  near  it  which  were  certajnly  ji  part  of  the 
Britifh  pofleffions. 

Some  conver fatlon  enfued  on  this,  till  tliere  came  to  he  a 
fort  of  ambiguity  in  the  argument,  and  a  feeming  contra- 
di6lion  between  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Lord  PreCderit, 
as  to  the  true  conflrud^ion  of  the  end  of  the  ninth  refolution, 
and  as  to  the  degree  of  application  that  the  fourth  refolution 
bore  to  it,  in  aid  of  the  conftrudlion. 
X^ord  hord  Stormont  complained  of  the  utter  and  impenetrable 

Stormont.  darknefs  in  which  he  and  the  noble  Lords  who  afted  \\ith 
him  were  placed,  while  the  noble  Lords  in  Adminiilratioa 
were  feated  in  the  land  of  Gofhen,  clofe  to  the  fountain  he.\d 
of  light.  He  earnellly  implored,  that  the  noble  Lord,  there- 
fore^  \yho  was  at  the  head  -of  His  Majefty  councils,  would 

con- 
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rondcfcend  to  compaffionate  their  blindaefs,  dnd  to  favour 
ihem  with  a  lingle  illuminating  ray. 

Lord  VifcouDt  fFeymouth  role  upon  thi^,  and  entteated  the  Lord  v;f- 
:ibble  Lord  appealed  to,  to  perfevere  in  his  lilence.     He  ob-  co""^  Wcy« 
Terved,   that  the  fourth  refolution  had  pafled  the  preceding  ^^^^' 
day  ivithout  one  fy liable  having  been  faid  upon  it.     If  the 
iioble  Lords,  who  were  iiow  lb  urgeht  to  demand  ari  ex- 
planation as  to  the  import  of  the  fourth  relolution,   had 
thought '  proper  to  difcuft  it,  and  to  put  any  queftloris,  or 
moved  any  explanatory  amendments  in  relation  to  it,-.they 
might  have  done  it  the  precedirtg  day.     Having  JufFered  it 
to  ^^kfubJiUntioy  the  plain  and  obvious  iiifererice  v^as,  they 
perfedily  underftood  and  perfeftly  approved  itj  ot,  not  un- 
derftanding  it,  they  did  not  chooie  to  meddle  with  it. 
The  queftion  was  put,  and  the  amendment  negatived. 
^he  tenth  refolution  was  then  read.     Lord  Storhiont  ftated  Lori 
^Ke  neceffity  of  adding  fome  regulation  relative  to  fait ;  after  storndBU 
going  through  a  variety  of  calculations  as  to  the  probable 
annual  confumption  of  each  individual,  (which  he  flated  at 
25   pounds  each,    and  gave  the  number  of  individuals  at 
6,ooo,0Op,  which  ought  to  produce  a  revenue  of  630,000 1.) 
he  faid,  the  revenue,  according  to  the  accounts  made  up  front 
Michaelmas  1783,  to  Michaelmas  1784,  received  310,000!; 
Ihott  of  that  fum;  it  was  therefore  plain  that  the  lois  was 
created  by  frauds  upon  the  revenue,  a  great  part  of  which  h6 
had  no  doubt  arofe  from  fmuggling  (alt,  and  clearly  crime 
from  Ireland.     As  one  means  of  affording  a  check  and  a 
preventive  in  future,  his  Lordfhip  moved  to  annex  ah  amend- 
ment to  prohibit  the  importation  of  fait  from  Ireland  except 
under  certain  regulations. 

Lord  Sydruy  faid,  he  had  an  amendment  to  move  In  th^  Lor4  Sy4- 
twelfth  refolution,  which  he  thought  would  fully  anfwer*     ^  *^- 
Lord  Stormont's  amendment  was  therefore  negatived. 
The  Earl  of  Carli/lej  in  this  part  of  the  debate,  bdggcfd  Earl  of 
to  put  a  queftion  to  MiniKlers;  the  noble  Earl  faid,  he  wilhed  Carliilc 
to  know  whether,  in  cafe  a  duty  was  laid  in  one  country  on 
the  importation  of  an  article  the  growth,  produce,  and  manu- 
faSufe  of  the  other,  and  no  <iuty  fhould  be  laid  in  the  other 
country  on  the  importation  of  the  fame  article,  the  duty  was 
to  be  levied  on  each,  or  taken  off  from  each  ? 

The  Lord  Prejident  faid,  undoubtedly  the  duty  was  to  be  LoM 
levied  equally  upon  both.  Prcfiacnt* 

Lord  Carlijk  rofe  agaiii,  :lnd  remarked,  that  the  noble  Lord 
EarPs  anft^^er  was  direSly  the  iwverfe  of  that  of  the'Minifter,  CarHfle. 
given  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament;  for  there  it  had  becfn 
declared,  from  the  higheft  authority,  that  the  duty  was,  in 
fuch  cafe,  to  be  taken  off>  and  abandoned  altogether,  ^ 
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tord  fyd-        Thc  eleventh  refolution  was  then  read.    Lord  Sj^ibuymo\'ti 

■^y*  fcveral  verbal  amendments  in  this  refolatton,  which  were 

agreed  to.  His  Lordfhip  alfo  moved  an  aaiendment^  togusic 
againft  the  frauds  pr^StKcd  by  the  Irifc  exporting  coals  froa 
England  to  Ireland,  and  then  without  laDding*  taking  th.en 
to  a  fbreijgn  port,  thereby  evading  the  duty  payahle  on  ccal> 
exported  to  foreign  ports,  and  nnderfelling  tzs  with  oar  own 
commodity.  This  amendment  was  alfo  agreed  to^  and  beartilj 
commended  by  Lord  Stormont. 

FjtI  ef  The  Earl  of  Carrie  begged  to  know,  whether  tfte  ten  anJ 

ar  He.  ^  j^^|£  pgj^  centum  was  to  be  paid  according  to  the  rates  or 
the  real  value  of  the  articles  imported  into  either  coootry? 

The  Lord        The  Lord  Chancellor  in  reply,  fard,  in  fome  cafes  according 

Chancellor,  jq  the  rates,  in  others  upon  the  real  value, 

Farl  of  Xhe  Earl  of  Carli/le  then  faid,  he  had  a  moft  ferioof  roattfr 

c-rltilc.      ^Q  ^j.gg  ^^  ^jjgjj.  3ttentioq,  and  that  was  no  otter,  than  the 

manufadlurers  had  been  under  a  miAake  all  along;.     If  they 

were  to  be  charged  with  a  duty  often  and  aTialf  per  centnni 

on  the  rates,  alt  their  alarms  and  all  their  apprehenCons 

would  remain  in  as  full  force  as  ever. 

7,^*=  ^^'"^        The  Lord  Chancellor  fajd,  it  was  impo'ffible  thit  t  Cng!e 

c  ancc  or.  f^^nufafturer  could  have  imagined  otherwifc  from  what  had 

paQed  at  every  examination,  and  from  the  Reports  of  the 

Commiflioners  of  Excife  and  Cuftoms. 

Tarlof  yjjg  £arl  gf  Deflfy  faid,  he  was  authorife^  to  fay  frcra 

^^  ^'  feveral  mofl  refpetSlable  manufadlurers,  that  they  never  had 
It  in  their  idea,  that  the  ten  and  one-half  ^^  centum  was  to 
he  charged  but  ad  valorem.  His  Lordfh'ip  faid,  he  had  that 
inflant  had  it  from  one  of  them,  who  was  ready  to  corae  to 
the  bar  and  make  oath  of  the  circurhftancet 

larl  of  fhe  Earl  of  Carlijle  afked,  what  irj  common  fenfe  was  a 

•   ^^^  ^'      ten  3tn^  a  half  per  centum,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  cf 
the  words,  but  ten  and  a  half  per  centum  adv^loremm 

Lord  Sor-  L^^d  StormoHt  faid  the  fame,  and  added,  that  the  Commit- 
tee  of  Privy  Council  clearly  underftood  it  in  that  fight. 

At  length  the  twelfth  refolution  was  read.  X4ord  Sydnq 
inoved  various  amendments,  which  were  agreed  toj^  after  a 
few  arguments  about  the  mixture  of  Smyrna  with  Eogli^i 
cotton  from  Lord  Derby,  and  forae  fimilar  obfervations  fro© 
Lord  Stormont.  * 

»  ■        *  * 

Thur/day,  July  14. 

j.or<f  Lord  Hawh  having  taken  the  chair  of  the  Comraittee^ 

H^wkc  they  proceeded  on  the  fourteenth  propoCtion,  to  which  Lord 
Stormont  propofed  an  amendment,  to  prevent  the  free  ex- 
portation of  oak  bark,  as  it  would  confiderably  affift  the 
manufadlurers  of  leather  in  Ireland^  to  tln^  detrioient  x>f  our 

own ; 


A,ij%s>'  •    ©•  5-   A-  X   E.  S..    .  ..      '  S19 

own;  he  thought  this  would  not  be  confl^ued  into  any  thipg 
niore  thau  an  equalization,  as  they  aheady  had  an  export 
xiuty  on  raw  ^des  and  calve  jQ^ins ;  he  alfo  thought  the  fanie 
reAridlions  ought  to  be  made  on  rock  fait. 

Lord  7%uriow  oppofed  the  amendment,  and  after  fomex^o^ 
coQverfation  it  w;is  negatived.  Thurlow. 

The  Earl  of  Carli/le  propofed  an  omifHon  in  the  fifteenth;  '^^^J^'^^ 
.as  likely  to  produce  a  more  general  prohibition  to  bguntics 
on  the  exportation  of  articles  than  by  retaining  the  names  of 
particular  pUces.  This  occafioned  a  conver&tion  between 
his  LbrdQiip  and  Lords  Thurlow  and  StoriQoat«  The  amende 
ment  was  rejedied. 

Lord  Surmont  then  faid,  he  would  trouble  th«ir  Lord(hip«  Lord  Seor- 
with  a  motion  to  introduce  in  this  place  a  new  refolution,  "^n^- 
which  was,  *^  that  as  long  as  England  continued  to  pay  a 
bounty  on  the  importation  of  Irifh  linens,  Ireland '  iliould  • 

pay  a  fimilar  bounty  on  the  importation  of  Englifh  linens.'* 

The  IfOrit Chancellor  (Lord  Thurlow)  objected  to  the  ad^  LorxLCbaa- 
^iffion  of  the  refolut^on,  becaufe  it  was  putting  it  entirely  ^^^^^t- 
into  the  power  of  Great  firirain  to  put  a  flop  to  it  when  fhs 
pleafed. 

On  the  flxteehth  being  read.  Lord  FltzwiUiam  wifhed  toLordFiu* 
know  how  this  refolution  was  to  **  effeftually  favour,**  a^^^***' 
variety  of  articles,  but  particularly  inftanced  bar  iron,  which 
he  obferved  was  not  only  the  growth  and  manufadlure  of 
this  kingdom,  but  in  that  flate  might  be  coniidered  as  a  raw 
niaterial;  now  Swedifh  bar  iron  could  be  imported  x^uch 
cheaper  into  Ireland  than  Britifh,  and  therefore  it  was  that  he 
rofe  to  folicit  information  how  the  regulation  was  to  be  made 
to  "  efieSually  favour"  that  fent  from  this  country. 

Thp  Duke  of  Richmond  faw  no  difficulty  in  the  world  in  Duke  of 
the  matter,  as  the  refolution  particularly  provided  for  it  by  Richmoad. 
the  exception  on  articles  now  imported  duty  free;  befides 
}ie  thought  that  would  come,  witl^:^  i)up|ber  of  other  trifling 
cuticles,  for  future  regulation. 

The  feventeenth  was  then  read  and  pafled. 

Lord  Sydney  moved  to  rejefl  the  eighteenth,  and  fub(litute  Lor4  Syd- 
another  in  its  place;  to  include  the  prppje^ty  o(  engraven  with  °«y' 
that  of  copy  right;  this  w^s  agreed  to. 

Lord  Syduey  then  propofed  aq  amendoient  in  the  nineteenth, 
-which  was  alfo  agreed  to. 

On  the  twentieth  refolution,  the  Earl  of  CarU/Ie  faid,  it  Earl  Caj* 
^would  be  worth  their  Lordfliips  while  to  inquire  of  lyhat  ^^^^* 
the  fo  much  bo.afted  of  *compenf;|tion  confifled.  The  here- 
€}itary  revenue  by  no  means  produced  the  fum  of  656cxX)If 
The  noble  Earl  ftated  that  it  had  progreiSvely  fallen;  and  that 
vrithin  the  part  of  five  years,  when  Ireland  was  ctrtainly  in 
^  n>ore  flourifliing  condition  than  formerly,  as  in  that  period  j 

Ae  ha4  received  many  commercial  advantagas^  it  had  been  ^ 
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gradually  falling  ofF.  The  hereditary  revenues  of  Irekni 
were,  he  Hiid,  inherent  in  the  Crown;  by  lyhat  authorii" 
therefore  were  tliey  thus  coarfcly  and  unhandfomely  wreil  ?.; 
away  ips  rights,  and  putting  them  up  to  bargaiij  and  fc!  ' 
'  The  manner  of  the  proceeding  had  been  extremely  difref;'  ^ 
ful  to  the  firft  Magiftrate  in  the  kingdom.  His  Lordf.i'p 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  fo  far  from  Ireland's  feeling  it  n 
be  either  lier  interefl,  or  a  point  of  honour,  to  make  thr  h^rd 
bargain  oif  the  Minifter  profitable,  (he  would  aft  advene!). 
She  might,  if  (lie  chofe  it,  refufe  to  vote  an  array.  She 
might  luffer  her  Cuftom-houfe  officers  to  wink  at  frauds  i 
the  revenue,  and  there  were  means  within  her  reach  cf  :rn- 
dering  the  furplus  of  the  hereditary  revenue  of  little  worth. 
If»rd  "^^d-  Lord  Sychiey  faid,  the  furplus  of  the  hereditary  revenue  h-i 
"*^*  been  talked  of  djfFerently,  as  it  fuited  the  diiierent  argu^^^^.t 

of  the  times,     At  one  time,  it  was  magnified  beyond  all  m-i- 
fure;  it  another,  it  was  treated  with  contempr^  anJcL^rr:-: 
a  matter  of  no  consideration.     It  had  been  calied  a  fallacy  \  v  i 
fomc,  and  a  compenfation  and  an  equivalent  by  o:hers.     K* 
iaiJ,  he  called  it  not  a  comperifation  for  the  facrltlco;  of  our  r.i- 
-    viii;ation,  our  commerce,  our  manuhi£turcs,  our  rcvenr**,  li  i 
of  all  that  was  clear  to  an  Englifliman,  thai  h.\A  been  fo  Icu^v- 
and  T«)  often  complained  of  in  the  courff*  of  the  fe^e  i'  ci- 
batcs  that  had  taken  place   upon  the  fubjefl  of  the  rei  .  - 
tions.     He  was  forry  from  motives  of  refpedl  to  the  ncKe 
Earl,  who  had  fpoken  laft,  to  differ  with  him  in  opinh^^i; 
and  yet,  if  he  had  not  thought  very  differently  from  him  <  ^ 
the  prefent  fubje<5l,  he  fhould  have  felt  himfelf  to  be  a  i^: *': 
unhappy  man.     He  faw  the  whole  of  the  plan  in  a  difiinr: 
and  very  oppofite  poir^t  of  view,     Inilead  of  confiderinc  't 
as  a  ruri-en4^r  of  the  eflential  rights  and  advantages  of  I  ":- 
land,  in  point  of  navigation,  trade,  and  revenue,  heregiiL-i 
it  as  an  admiffion  of^Irelan4  to  a  partjcipatioD  of  our  com- 
merce, the  refult  of  which  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  prr%- 
advnntageous  in  the  highefl:  degree,  to  the  trade  and  reven: 
of  the  two  countries,  to  their  happinefs,  and  their  pro:/T 
lity.     With  regard  to  the  noble  EarFs  argument,  in  rth:!  ^ 
to  the  attempt  of  Ireland  to  keep  back  the  furplus,  or  to  r.-' 
f'u^r  the  hoonuf^lefs;  He  had  lived  all  his  life  among  the  Ir  /';  - 
and  he  had  many  dear  connexions  in  that  country,  but  . 
could  not  think  of  paying  Ireland  fo  flrange  a   complinur 
;:s  to  lay  to  her,    "  You'll  cheat  us  of  the  portion  of  the  \ 
rcditarv  rev<»nue  that  is  our  duo,  and  you'll  encoumsre  vc. 
revenue  officers  to  break  the  laws,  and  to  connive  at  fmi : 
cling,  and  all  thd  various  frauds  prafticable  on  tlie  reveni-.-- 
1  [e  entertained  no  fuch  opinion  of  Irelaod*     He  knew  ) 
t«  bfi  ad\uiited  by  more  humanity^  more  generoflty.      ^V 
*  i.c'L;ard  to  not  voting  an  army,  if  Ireland  thought  proper  • 
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to  aft,  ihc  was  not  compelled  to  vote  one ;  and  as  to  what 
the  noble  Earl  had  faid  of  jhe  improbability  of  the  furplus 

.  pf  the  hcre4itary  revenue's  ever  i-ncrealing,  there  again  he 
thought  very  di^erently.  He  was  of  opinion  that  it  woul4 
increafe;  becaufe  he  knew  that  exports  and  imports  multi- 
plied in  proportion  to  the  extenfion  of  commerce,  and  he  was 
Satisfied  hearth  money  would  increaie  with  the  increafe  of 

'  population.  , 

At  length  the  quellion  was  put  on  the  twentieth  refolu^ 
tioh^  and  carri64« 

Friday y  July  15. 

Lord  Hawke  reported  from  the  Comniittee  the  twenty 
Iri/li  fefolutions,  with  the  amendmei^s;  ^pd,  upon  xQotioni 
jhey  were  ordered  .tp  be  printed^  * 

Monday i  July  i8» 

The  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  the  report  of  the 
Committer  on  the  Irifh  refolutions,  was  read  upon  which 
the  clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  firft  refolution,  when 

Earl  Fitzivilliam  rofe,  and  (hid,,  that  he  had  heard  it  ar-  ^^H}.^^^" 
gued,  that  the  adjuftment  now  going  forward  was  neceffary 
on  the  authority  of  a  refolution  that  had  pafTed  that  Hou<e 
in  the  year  1782,  which  laid  it  down  that  a  permanent 
ground  of  connexion  ought  to  be  eftabliflied  between  Great 
Britain  and  treland.  Ihis  refolution,  he  faid,  did  not  extend 
to,  or  comprehend  any  idea  whatfoever  of  a  commercial  na- 
ture, but  was  folely  confined  to  political  objefts;  and  this 
opinion  he  would  by  no  means  rdmquifh,  .tinlefs  the  Mini- 
iler,'  who  had  brought  it  forward,  was  ready  to  ftand  up  and 
(declare,  that  bis  oh]e&,  in  propofing  it,  was  one  that  related 
to  commerce,  and  /hould  alfo  bring  with  him  fuch  proofs  as 
were  in  his  power,  of  the  truth  of  his  declaration.  •  This  ne- 
ceffity  had  alfo  been  attempted  to  be  proved  from  the  riots 
and  difcontents  among  the  manufaflurers  of  Dublin ;  but 
that  he  by  no  means  admitted  as  a  fuflicient  reafon  for  the 
conceffions  granted  by  the  prefent  arrangement,  looking  up- 
on it,  as  he  did,  to  proceed  from  that  licentioufnefs  with 
which  Captain  Brooke  had  defcribed  thofe  perfons  to  be  in* 
fecled.  The  demands  which  that  mob  had  made  were  for 
protefting  duties,  which  their  Parliament  had  very  wifely, 
and  he  was  forry  to  fay,  with  more  fortitude  than  had  been 
fliewn  by  the  Minifler  of  England,  refufed  to  gratify  them 
with,  knowing  that  fuch  a  meafure  was  by  no  means  necef- 
fary. Since  then  thefe  clamours  of  a  mob  had  been  received 
as  dictates  by  a  Britifli  Minifter,  why  did  he-  exceed  them  in 
his  ac^uiefi^nce,  and  why  di<l  be,  in  coaptiance  with  a  de* 

mani 
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fnftnd  of  prt>te<5^ing  duties,  introduce  ^  fyftem  Aat  overtomed 
the  whole  pohcyof  the  navigation  and  trade  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  for  he  would  again  repeat  what  he  had  iajd  before, 
that  the  univerfality  of  the  plan  now  propoied  was  a  proof 
of  the  indiicriiDinating  weal^nefs  of  thofe  from  whom  it  ori- 
ginated ;  who  in  diipair  of  difcovering  the  proper  objefls 
which  the  arrangement  ought  to  embrace,  had  wildiy  aoJ 
wantonly  extended  it  to  all.     But  another  reafop  befides  the 
want,  of  proteftUig  duties  might  be  afligned  for  the  prevalent 
/difcpntents  in  Ireland*  reafons  by  no  means  connedled  with 
commerce,  but  wholly  relating  to  confVitutional  ccHiCdera- 
jions*    Thei'e  were  the  violent  and  cpprefljve  meafurcs  pur- 
sued in  that  country,  the  proceeding  by  the  arbitrary  mode 
of  attachment  to  reftrain  public  meetings  of  the  people  for  the 
purpofe,of  deliberating  on  great  national  queftlons,  a  thing 
which  they  were  indiiputably  intitled'  to  do,  and  which  no 
other  judicial  procefs  could  prevent  but  one  which  precluded 
trial  by  jury,  and  the  right  of  appeal,  two  advantages  from 
•  which  the  people  w«re  effeftually  barred  by  the  do^rinc  and 
pracklcp  of  attachment*     If  any  thing  could  add  to  the  in* 
juilice  aqd  ixicQnfifl^ncy  of  fuch  proceedings  it  was  that  at 
that  very  time  a  circular  letter  was  fent  about  the  kingdom, 
under  the  fan<Siion  of  the  Minifler,  and  iigned  by  a  gentle- 
man of  fooie  copfidrration  (the  Rev.  Mr.  VVyijill)  inviting 
the  people  to  conventions  and  afTociations  of  a  fimilar  natune, 
and  for  the  fame  pi;rpcffes  as  thofe  which  were  the  objects  of 
fuch  intemperate  peri^u^ion  in  Ireland.     He  begged  not  to 
he  uodsrftood  as  intending  to  exprefs  any  fentiments  in  fa- 
vour of  that  meafure,  which  was  to  be  the  pbje<S  of  thofe 
meetings,  namely,  a  reform  in  the  rteprefentation  of  the  peo- 
»pie ;  for  thoi^h,  on  the  firil  fuggeilion,  it  had  appeared  to 
him  plaufibleand  ijx^ciousy  yet  upon  confidehng  it  farther, 
and  particularly  on  examining  the  different  plans  that  had 
been  produced  by  the  friends  of  the  general  idea,-  and  toeing 
the  impravSlicability  of  each^  and  alfo  that,  thoi^h  a  fpeci- 
fie,  and,  as  it  was  faid,  a  well-digefted  and  regular  plan  hsc} 
been  brought  forward,  of  which,  however,  fcarcely  two  per- 
fons  could  be  found  to  approve,  he  had  given  up  all  farther 
thoughts  upon  tlie  fubjeft,  au4  rejefled  it  4s  viGonary  and 
imprafticable.     After  this  digrefTio^,  his  Lordihip  returned 
to  the  fubjefb,  declaring,  that  if  he  did  not  confider  a  com- 
mercial arrangement  with  England  as  a  thing  demanded  by 
Ireland,  much  lefs  did  he  confider  that  fpecific  plan  now  be- 
fore them  in  that  light;  for,  in  the  firft  place,  even  the  origi- 
nal propofitiens  he  had  never  .l«K>ked  upon  as  propefitions 
from  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.. to  that  of  England,  but  as 
•a  propofal  of  the  Miniller  of  England  to  thelrifh  Parliament. 
Thofe  propofitiotts  bad  bedt  AMVijotvor  Xcaltexed^  fo  rnqti- 

latcJ, 
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feted,  and  fo  amplified,  that  lel'thtf  original  fyftem  have  beeh 
never  fo  proper,  the  pnefent  muft  have  been  in  an  equal  dc» 
gree  tmprbper,  becaufc  they  both  differed  in  the  moll  eflin- 
tial  manner  that  was  poffible;  what  had  appeared  to  Mini* 
fters  fubfequent  to  thfe  drawing  up  the  o/iginal  propodti^nt 
for  Treland,  to  point  out  to  Minifters  the  neceffity  of  mak- 
ing fmeh  material  alterations  in  them,,  was  acir6uniftan<:edf 
t^ich  the^Houfe  yet  remained  to  be  informt-d,  and  whicJh  it 
Was  to  be  expected  Adminiftration  would  fufficiently  explain. 
It  happened  that  in  this  arrangement  each  partj  to  the  bar- 
gain would  have  an  equal  right  to  complain,  for  k  was  cal- 
culated to  injure  both  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  It  had 
been  argued- in  oppofition  to  the  faft  of  libour  being  cheaper 
in  Ireland  thsui  in  England^  a  fafb' on  which  mucfa^argumedC 
had  been  raifed  againll  the  fyftem,  that  that  cheapnefs  was 
hotliing  bit  a  confequence  of  the  poverty  of  die  country, 
iind  therefore  could  hot  operate  as  an  indncemeilt  to' emigra- 
tion from  Great  Britain.  This  argument  he  cont^ded  was 
by  no  means  well  founded,  becaufe  it  was  not  -the  poverty 
atonEe  t)f  Irdand  that  made  thewages  low,  but  'the  exemp-* 
lion  that  country  enjoyed  from  taxes;  while,  on  the  contrt* 
ry,  the  heavy  burdens  t)f  Griat  Britain  were  tlie  caufes  of 
tnat  high  price  of  lab6ur  wWdi  fome  perfaris  pretended  to  at* 
tribute  to  her  wealth.  This  exemption  from  taxes  WouM 
therefore  promote  the emigi*ation  of  manitfaSurefrf  to  Ireland, 
if  not  in  a  few  years,  at  teaft  in  proceft  of  time,  for  it  was 
pretty  certam  tkat  every  manufsn^arer  (that  is,  every  fa^lher 
of  rtje  &miiy5  becaufe  in  fome^ branches,  asm  the-cbtfon, 
the  women  and  children  are  manufadlurers)  paid  in  taites  on 
)iis  confumption  and  ot'herwiie,*  fifty ihiUings  annuaUy.  He 
complained,  befides,  he  faicj,  as  an  EnglHhman,  6f  the  refo^ 
lutions,  iis'fharirrg  with  another  country  that  whidievery  na- 
tion had  a  right,  and  ought,  in  common  feiife  and  cormmoa 
'policy,  to  retain  to  herfelf,  not  only  the  trade  wirh  our  co- 
lonies, but  even  our  home  market;  nay,  as  making  that 
country  an  emporium  for  our  own  trade  wirh  thdfe  very  co- 
lonies^ by  allowing  a  circuitous  intercourfe  between  them 
and  us,  through  Ireland.  He  alfo  protefied  againft  them  in 
another  charaSer,'  (as  an  Iriihman)  looking  upon  them,  4» 
he  did,  In  a  light  highly  unfavourable  to  that  country,  as 
well  as  to  this;  Ireland  was  to  be  laid  under  new,'  and  heavy, 
and  unneceflary  burdens,  which  he  was  fure  fhe  never  would 
fubrnit  tp.,  He  inftancedthe  article  of  fait,  which,  if  ufed 
in  Ireland  fof  th^  purpofe  of  curing  provifibns,  would  not  he 
entitled  to  .a  drawback  on  exportation  to  our  Weft-India 
IfUnds.  Th^  he  faid  wa5  highly  impolitic;  as  it  difcou- 
xag«d  a  trade  which.  Ireland  from  jevery  reafon  muft  always 
.enjqy,  'an4  in  wliich  tHis  country  would  never  think  of  in- 
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terfeiing*     The  article  of  rum  alfo  was  to  be  fubjeSed  to  an 
additional  duty  in  Ireland,  by  which  every  perfon  whochoic 
to  quaff  a  glals  of  that  liquor  was  to  pay  double  what  he  now 
paid,  for  the  duty  hitherto  was  but  2s.  6d.  per  gallon,  where- 
as it  was  henceforward  to  be  5s.  which  he  faid  would  bring 
in  the  fum  of  150,000!.  annually,  which  by  the  bye  was  not 
to  go  to  the  hereditary  revenue,  and  therefore  w^ould  be  no 
advantage  to  this  country,  exclufive  of  its  being  a  burden  to 
which  Ireland  would  not  be  ready  to  fubmit.     There  was  ano- 
ther objeftiort  which  he  Ihould  fnake  on  the  part  of  Ireland, 
that  ihe  being  to  be  bound  at  all  times  to  lay  fuch  duties  en 
her  exports  to  our  colonies  as  we  fhould  think  proper  to  do, 
we  might,  if  any  fabric  hereafter  be  made  of  the  produc 
tions  of  this  ifland,  that  would  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  Weil 
India  confumption  as  conveniently  as  linen,  (and  that  fuch 
a  diicovery  might  be  made  or  introduced  amofig  us  was  evi- 
dent from  the  difcoveries  of  every  navigator  that  had  vifited 
foreign  and  diltant  parts  of  the  world)  we  fhould  then  have 
nothing  more  to  do  in  order  to  fecure  the  whole  trade  of 
clothing  in  the  Weft.  Indies,  but  to  lay  a  heavy  duty  on  the 
•xport  of  our  linen  to  the  colonies,  in  which  the  Iriih  being 
obliged  to  follow  us,  their  linens  would  be  effedhially  ex- 
cluded.    Beiides  thefe  obje£lioa$  which,  both  as  an  Engliih- 
man  and  an  Iriihman,  he  had  to  the  fyftem»  there  was  ano- 
ther in  the  more  comprehenfive  charader  of  a  fubjedl  of  the 
Britiih  Empire,  whofe  general  interefts  he  confidered  as  highly 
endangered  by  the  arrangement,  as  it  gave  up  many  of  th.^ 
prpvifions  of  the  navigation  a£i,  and  as  tending  to  impede  an 
intercourfe  with  foreign  ftates. 
Lord  Sack*      Lord  SackvilU  began  with  faying,  that  the  falotary  cffefls 
irillc.         which  were  to  be  the  refult  of  finally  eftablifliing  the  refo- 
lutions  into  a  law,  were  what  all  their  Lordfhips,  and  every 
individual  who  panted  for  the  welfare  of  their  country,  un- 
doubtedly wiflied.     Who  would  not  be  happy  in  that  which 
was  to  bring  about  fo  many  and  deflrabie  advantages?    How 
anxioufly  had  he  attended,  to  fee  whether  the  data  oa  which 
thefe  flattering  conclufions  were  formed,  correfponded  wit'i 
thofe  views  of  the  fubjeft  which  had  more  efpecially  prelTcd 
upon  his  mind.     He  was  not  deficient  in  his  afliduities  to 
landerftand  the  fyftem,  and  to  comprehend  thofe  great  and 
leading  principles  on  which  its  principal  operations  would  de- 
pend.    But,  he  would  honeftly  confefs,  the  whole  had  llruck 
him  in  a  light  very  different  from  that  entertained  of  it  by 
the  noble  Duke.     The  mode  of  its  introduction  to  the  coo* 
templation  of  the  public,  and  of  the  legiflature  of  both  coun- 
tres,  did  not  promife  thofe  material  advantages  which  its  ad- 
vocates have  all  along  profeiled  to  be  its  predominating  ob- 
j«£l.    It  originated  in  the  ixifh  Houfe  9i  Commoos.    Xven 
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itiiere  it  was  nominated  as  t  complete,  irrevocable  laea&m* 
This  obtafned  the  fan£llon  of  the  Jrifh  Parfiament^  and  was 
offered  to  the  Britifli  under  an  idea  that  it  was  to  be  final* 
When  it  came  over,  objedlions  were  brought  forward  ;~the 
manufaAurers,  a  large^  opulent,  ufeful,  and  intdlij^ent  body* 
of  men^  united  in  the  general  intereft  of  the  country.     The 
motives  on  which  their  operations  bqgan,  and  were  continued, 
appeared  to  him  peculiarly  honourable.     They  were  ftartled 
at  what  was  going  forward — they  befitated. — ^Evcry  part  of 
the  fyfiem  in  proportion,  as  they  comprehended  it,  apart  oH: 
conne£led,  feemcd  to  them  pregnant  with  mifcbief.— -IVhat 
then  did  they  do?— >They  were  alarmed;  but  they  attended  tD 
the  very  great  flake  they  had  at  hazard. — There  Were  two  re* 
marks  which  they  made  at  firft,  and  which  the  more  the  plan 
"had  been  known,  were  the  more  confirmed.     One  was,  that 
In  thofe  refolntions  there  was  no  trace  of  that  mutual  benefit, 
'or  that  reciprocity,  which  was  faidto  conilitute  the  bafisof 
the  whole.     He  wiflied  this  afiertion  had  been  fatitfa&orilj 
'contradifted  by  the  fabfequent .evolutions  of  the  fyftem.   The 
other  was,  that  jnconveniencies  not  to  be  furmounted  would 
Sittend  and  mark  cyery  flep  of  fuch  a  final  adjuflment*    What<» 
ever  had  been  faid  of  thefe  worthy,    well-informed  indivi- 
duals, their  general  reafoning,  even  on  the  compleftion  o(  tb^ 
whole  fyflem,  involved  and  complicated  as  it  was,  had  ap» 
peared  hitherto  unanfwerable.    Notwithftanding  the  perfec* 
tion  of  thefe  refolutlons  in  their  original  form  and  /hape,  when 
firft  they  were  brought  into  the.Houfeof  Commons,  that 
which  had  been  mentioned  elfewhere  with  triumph  as  a  final 
treaty,  was,  in  fa£):,  no  more  than  a  few  foattered  ideas  oa 
which  one  might  he  formed.     There  the  matter  was  difcufled 
with  much  ability,  and  a  multiplicity  of  new  articles  admit- 
to],  which  fo  changed  the  comple£^ion  of  the  whole,  that  it 
was  no  longer  to  be  known  for  what  it  was.    He  was  ready  to 
confefs,  that  in  his  opinion,  all  the  alterations  it  then  under** 
went,  were  for  the  better.     The  defe(^s  which  .were  fupplvd 
by  thefe,  muft  in  the  opinion,  he  would  venture  to  fay,. of 
every  thinking  perfon,  have  lieeo  followed  with  the  moll  ra^ 
pid  and  general  ruin.  The  refdiuttons,  in  this  improved  ftate, 
Were  now  before  their  Loni/blp's,     Were  their  Lordihips  rea« 
dy  to  pronounce  them  perfedl  ?    Were  both  nations  then  fo 
blind  to  their  own  intereft,  as  in  fiat  oppofition-to  that  bpif 
nion,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  think  difierenily  ?     Would  tbek 
Lordfhips  adopt  a  meafure  which  ihould  be  binding  on  both 
countries,  to  which  both  countrie^^  were  obvipufiy  averle  I 
Was  it  advifable  policy  to  unite  a  great  msyiprity  in  the  two 
nations,  agaihfl  the  difcuHion  which  their  Lordibips  were  now 
to  giv6.     He*  had  heard  much  about  the  full  participation  of 
commercial  advantages.     But  he  had  apt  ,o^(erved  any  of 
thelrLordfhips  vc;ry  forward  to  point  OTt  thefe  advantages. 
^   TiiL.XVlH.  O  H« 
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He  thought  it  required  no  great  forefight  to  predi<Sk  the  con- 
sequences which  they  miift  piVxiuce.    The  nwittcr  was  trivial 
to  him,  in  compariron  whh  many  of  their  Lordlhips.     He 
eo^Id  onJy  be  intercfted  for  pofterity«     His  own  pcrfonal  con- 
cern in  the  iffue  could  not  be  great,  however  it   might  rom 
but.     He  was  come  to  that  time  of  life,  when  it  did  not  be- 
come hirn  to  be  very  deeply   afiefted  by  any  opinion  their 
Lordlhips  could  give.     But  he  faw  many  noble  Lords  whofe 
age  entitled  them  to  took  forward  to  futurity  with  more  fjr>. 
gurne  etpeflartrons.     To  them  the  fyftem  he  conceived  to 
be  fingulaYly  fmportaitt.     And  fhould  this  fyftem  be  finaUy 
adopted,  many  of  their  Lord fhips,  he  made  no  doobt^  wouM 
live  to  cm-fe  the  dafy  that  gave  it  birth.     He  faw  in  its  aipeO, 
incurabk  jeafloufres  ami  endlefs  difcord.     1  hefe  might  ar:te 
from  the  rmperfedtfon  of  his  intellef^s;  but  he  could  not  he!p 
hmenting  the  only  confequences  which  prefled  on  his  mir.J, 
cs  originating   in  the  relblutions  under  the  confuleration  cf 
their  Lofdlhips.     Aftd  ffiould  a  rupture  happen  between  the 
two  nations;  though  he  eafity  coliTd  forofee  which  would  pre- 
vail, ihe  end  "^ould  prove  fataf  to  both.     Alt  thefe,  and  a 
nrariety  of  conftderations  whrch  he  fhould  not  now  fpecify, 
ought  to  operate  in  what  their  Lordfbips  were  now  doin^. 
-1  he  meafure,  he  doubted  nOt,  would,  in  more  infl:<nces  tha  i 
€>ne,  be  found  a  very  decifive  one.  ,  He  implored  their  Lord- 
ihips  to  a<£k  with  caution ;  to  paufe  before  it  was  too  late ;  to 
think  fcrioufly  before  they  came  to  fuch  a  vote  as  could  not 
be  recalled.     He  bad  a  word  or  two  to  fay  to  the  compenU- 
tOry  refohiti^n.     He  never  had  entertained  a  doubt  that  Ire- 
land wmil<^  e*ert  herfclf  to  the  utmoft,  in  fOppor  6f  our  na- 
val  eftablifliineiTt  in  the  event  of  a  war.    And  what  would  we 
have  more?    But  hefe  rt  was  afFefled  to  bind  Jicr,  as  if  a  fuf- 
picion  of  her  exertion  had  already  taken  place     He  owned 
he  had  i»t  cofieeivc*!  fo  highly  of  the  revenue  which  was  to 
be  obtained  from  (tut  country.     He  thought  it  connected 
with  many  awkward  circum'flaiices.     And  he  did  very  much 
fufpeft  we  (hould  nevef  fee  that  (hip  of  war  riding  among 
bur  navy  which  fhould  bte  t"hc  immediate  and  legitimate  cSxLCi 
ef  thiy  provifion.     If  their  Lord /hips  would  take  his  advice^ 
it  would  he  thaft  everv  thing  of  the  kind  fhould   be  erafed 
from  the  fettlement.  He  urged  them  to  trull  to  the  generofity 
of  Ireland.     It  ^as  the  nobleft,  heft,  and  moft   permanent 
'hold  uhrch  could  be  takenr  of  a  brave  am!  liberal  people.     It 
was  a  principle  whieh  wOuld  long  and  forcibly  operate,  when 
the  priiKJpks  of  commerce  were  feeble,  and  forgotten.   Tha 
tountry  woutid  ther>  appear  deferving  of  conhderice,  and  a 
1       reciprocal  tfuft  would  prove  more  lafting  and  efficient  to  .VI 
the  ohjt^ls,  mi^tual  inierefts  and  harmony,  than  any  formal 
treaty  wh  ate  vei.-     It  washy  indulging  ideas  of  this  kind,  that 
a*ty  ihing  like  in  uii^pn  could  filter  celnent  the  two  countries 
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into  one,     tt  had  been  a(ked  how  fuch  a  meafure  could-  be 
tffe&td.     He  wifhed  he  had  either  comprehenfion  or  fagacity 
enough  to  anfwer  that  query.     Was  an  equal  reprefentation 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  only  obftacle  whicli  Ireland 
would  h;ive  ,to  an  union  with  Great  Britain  ?     Hff  trufted  few 
x)f  their  Lordfliips  were  of  that  opinion*     h  was  ohvlous, 
fiom  what  had  happened,  that  what  would  affeA  to  be  called 
a  fyftcm  of  reform,  (for  he  wouW  not  dignify  it  with  the 
name)  had  not  the  concurrence  of  any  very  large  body  of  men 
in  either  country.     Though  the  Minider  ^s  profefledly  for 
the  meafure,   but  a  very  moderate  number  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  of  both  countries,  had  concurred  with  him  on  th;!it 
•queftion.  ,  This  objedHon  he  ther</ore  deeq;ied  the  leaft  for- 
midable, which  a  meaftjre  of  (iicTj  a  ^nagnitudc  and  temperance, 
as  the  union  of  tlie  two  nations  could  have  to  encounter.    In* 
<ieed  he  faw  nothing  extremely  impraifticableln  the  propofi- 
tion.     Was  it  fiot  for  the  intereft  of  both  to  draw  the  line  of 
connexion  as  clofe  as  poffihle  ?  Was  not  Ireland  fen(ii>1e  of  tlie 
benefits  Ihe  derived  from  the  patronage  and  afiiiVance  of  Great 
Britain  ?    Had   flie  not  improved  to  a  very  extraordinary 
heiglit  of  profperity  uiiJer  her  foftering  care?    Would  France 
or  Spain  do  for  her  what  wc  had  done?     Could  (he  expect 
independence,  a  free  tnrik;,  crvil  liberty,  or  religious  tolera- 
tion from  them  ?     But  afl  tlicfe  fhe  enjoyed  from  us.     We 
proredled  her  in  the  enToyinent  of  them.     Slic  1&»ew  it,  and 
was  not  averfe  to  acknowledge  rt*     Nof  would  Ihe  readil]^ 
tlirow  herfelf  into  the  arms  of  the  Ronaati  Catholics.     The 
Proteflnnt  interefts  were  powerful,  and  would  foon  abforb 
thofp  of  the  Poprfh.     Thefe  yrere  circumftances  which,  in 
his -opinion,  miglit  be  improved  into  the  Tiappieft  wid  com- 
plenteft  union,    flow  much,  he  faid,  were  it  to  l>e  wilhed  ihaft 
"baneful  refolutions  were  fuperfeded  for  fomething  of  this  de- 
fcription.     It  had  been  faid,  that  thefe  would  reduce  both 
countries  to  the  fame  amity  which  prevaife'^d  between  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,     lliat,  in  his  opinion,  was  impoflible* 
'in  the  i n fiance  tnentioned,  the  legiHature  of  the  inferior,,  was 
melted  down  into  that  of  the  fuperior  Icingdom.     But  where 
two  nations  were  one,  only  on  commercia}  principles,  he 
fcnew  not  by  what  means  they  could  agree  or  harmonize  iti 
any  other.     But  where  all  their  dependence  was  placed  in  one  . 
^nd  the  fame  legislature,  every  fource  of  jealoufy,  fufpicion, 
^r  diAruft,  was  for  ever  at  an  end.    He  looked  forward  to 
this  great,  interefting,  and  Sefperate  event  with  anxiety  ;  and 
fhould  be  happy  to  fee  Commifficners  appointed  by  His  Ma- 
jpfty  to  negociate,  and  adjuft  this  important  objeft,  to  the 
fa^isfaAion,  and  for  th^o^tttt^lAfi^i'^*^^"*^^^^  concerned. 
It  was  not  probable  \}t  ^e  \  but  hoped 

tht  time  when  it  woJ  |t*     And  hap- 
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(he  other  the  moft  ineftim^Ie  aod  pemanenC  ^dvantJiges. 
One  word  more^  and  he  had  done,     Hr  ioiplored  their  Lord- 
ships not  to  provoke  or  alarm  the  Irifii.      They  were  a  fen- 
£ble  and  a  thinking  people,  and  would  not  either  be  provoked 
or  alarmed,  unlefs  thefe  refolutions  appeared  to  them  of  an 
inddious  nature.    Whatever  was  for  the  general  good  of  botU 
nations,  they  would  not  oppofe.     But  they  were  too  {h;;rp- 
fighted,  and  whatever  they  might  do  from  gcnerofity,  they 
were  too  wife  to  be  impofcd  upon.     He,  therefore,  hoped  the 
prefent  bufLnefs  might  yet  be  fufpended*  It  would  b^  attended 
with  this  one  good  effedl,  that  their  Lordihips  might  then 
turn  their  minds  to  that  union  which  was  the  great  obje£k  ot 
deCre  to  the  wife  in  bcth  count ries.     And   were  there  nQ 
other  noble  Lord  in  the  Houfe  who  would  undertake  the  bu- 
finefs,    if  thefe  refolutions  could  now   be   withdrawn,    eld 
as  he  was,  he  would  himftlf  move  for  an  addrefs  to  His  \Ia- 
jcfty,  that  fteps  might  be  taken  for  accomplKhiog  that  union, 
on  which  the  profperity,  both  of  England  at:d  Ireland,  ar.d 
the  whole  empire,  fo  much  depended, 
l-oraw-        Lord  y ifcount  7oty«/^rw^  faid,   their  Lordfliips  might  be 
*<*""*         aflured  that  after  a  fubjedt  had  been  fo  long  before  both  Hoofcs 
own  en   ^£-  Parliament,  and  under  fo  much  inveiligation,  he  did  not 
rife  with  the  vain  hopes  that  any  thine  he  could  offer  would 
make  much  impreffion  on  their  Lordihips.     His  motive  ^?% 
to  perform  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  country,  upon  a  fubjccl 
of  fuch  infinite  importance,  and  indeed  to  regiller  to  his  pcf- 
terity  the  part  he  fhould  take  in  a  quei^on  fo  replete,  accord* 
ing  to  its  event,  with  cither  the  mod  falutary  confequenc^ 
to  this  fliattered  empire,  or  olherwife,  he  much  feared,  ccn- 
clufive  to  its  future  exigence.     It  ever  there  was  a  fubiecl 
which  fhould  fuperfede  every  party  conne^iion  or  predileclicu 
of  perfons,  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  prefent,  which  had  al- 
ready, he  feared,  from  its  duration  aqd  confli(Sk  of  intcrefts, 
involved  that  degree  of  jealoufy   and   fermentation,    which 
might  make  it  to  be  wifhed  it  had  never  been  agitated ;  ai;d 
he  was  confident,  that  nothing  but  temper,  moderation;  and 
the  mod  liberal  conduft,  could  produce  that  iffue  fo  falutary 
and  honourable  for  both  kingdoms.     A  noble  Lord  on  a  for- 
mer day,  in  his  opinion,  very  properly  toldlhem  this  meafure 
was  grounded  upon  two  queftions,  one  of  policy,  the  other 
of  commerce;  but  thofe  tv»'o  appeared  to  him   now  fo  inter- 
woven, fo  ingrafted  in  each  other  by  fubfequent  events,  th.u 
one  could  not  pal's,  nay,  exift,  without  the  other.     Without 
entering  into  the  various  calculations  and  detail  oF  commerce, 
duties,  and  finance,  which,  he  believed,  had,  in  many  points, 
besn  exaggerated  by  our  fears  and  jealoufies,  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  the  only  foundation  for  our  eilabliihiog  a  more 
cordial  and  conclufive  correfpondence  and  union  with  our 
fifter  kingdom,  was  by  a  participatioa  of  that  trade  ibe  h^i 

been 
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^n  bitherta  precluded  froqi  by  oi)r  partial^  rAfiriiS;ion$  anA 
proliibitions ;  long  bad  Ireland  iisen  lierfelf  foli^rsfvient,  in  ever.y^ 
^iot  of  view,  to  the  purpofes  of  thjs.ccbiury  ;  her  imports 
confined)  her  exports  devoted  to  our  fecvice ;  hei  feacoen  andr 
Ibldiers  to  our  caufe;  and  eveatlie  prQdu£ko£  hsr  foU  f ubk-; 
ferviei^t  to  our  commercie  and  grjandeur  :  (be  had  no  opioion 
in  our  wars,  or  treaties ;  tiio  gain  was  ours»  her  lots  was  cer-w 
tain ;  nay  infoa)uch  that  dating  the  laft  war,  when  we  hail 
seasrly  exhuufted  her  force  as  weil  as  our  own,  by.  our  ilUcon-i 
du£i^  war  with  America,  and  the  hereditary  enemies  of  thi& 
empire   menaced  our  fafety;  eternal  injuftice  and  difgracc, 
then,  (though  oot  the  firft  inftance)  the  defencelefs  flate  o£ 
Ireland  was  deemed  the  fecurity  of  this.     Irelaod  faw  it,  felt 
it,  and  provided  for  her  own  protedtion.     The  inhahitanta 
armed  at  their  gwn  expeixce*     Unnatural  armament  forfooth^ 
for  fo  natur;d  an  obje(Sl !     Thi^  country  was  alarmed,  and 
conce0ion$  were  made;  the  Weft-bidia  trade  was  opened ;  the 
armr.m.ent  continued  aftier  the  {)eace;  proted^'mg  duties  fol- 
lowed.    We  were  more  aiarmed,  and  granted  more,  an  in- 
dependernt  legiflatipn.    They  could  not  call,  them  boons,  tliey 
were  concei&ons,  or  rather  confeffions  of*  that  want  of  jufticc    « 
and  reciprccahty,  which  mufb  prevail  wl)ere  harmony  and 
cooperation  was  expected.   When  he  retuirnecl  from  His  Ma* 
jefty's  government  in  that  kingdom  in  1772,  he  had  the  ho* 
UQur  to  tell  their  Lordiliips  in  that  Hgufe,  that  if  they  did  not 
bring  that  unfortunate  conted  wi(h  America  to  a  Aiott  ifTue, 
there  was  another  part  of  vhe  empire  which  bad  long  laboured 
under  our  burdens  and  wars,  which  would  expe£t  from  our 
juilice  at  leaA  as  much  indulgence,  as  others  might  acquire 
by  their  revolt.     He  reraembcrad  ho  was  deemed  what  wai . 
called  a  croaker,  nay  worfc,  a  croaker  of  treafon ;  but  the 
views,  interefts  and  paffions  of  mankind  were  generally  the 
fame;  and  when  neither  fenators  nor  mini (lers  would  make 
them  a  part  of  their  calculations,  but  endeavour  to  quadrate 
what  they  wanted  by  what  they  wi(bed,  they  would  ever  tnd 
themfelves  the  dupes  of  their  own  calculations.   That  this  hais 
been  one  fource  of  our  misfortunes,  and  the  rapid  degrade 
lions  of  this  empire,  he  was  confident  he  fpoke  not  from 
xonje£lure«    but  with  the  general  voice  of  mankind.    Let 
Let  us  beware,  then,  of  fimilar  errors,  the    uit  of  our  pre- 
fumption.     It  had  been  faid,  that  Ireland  had  twice  expref]^ 
its  fulkft  fatisfa£tion  at  t'*e  boons  fhe  had  received  from  this 
.country,  and  yet  we  wouM  now  try  experiments  with-  bi»r 
which  might  lead  to  future  broils,  and  tlie  defiru^ion  of  our 
own  maoufad^ures.      Alas !  be  wiihed  that  tnany  of  their 
LordAiips>  inftead  of  fporting  in  the  muiical  regions  of  Italy* 
•or  the  higb*poHibed  circles  of  France,  had  deigned  to  hate 
Mdt^d  the  remote  proYince;s  of  our  ilftef  kingdom ;  there 

they 
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they  Woutd  have  fecn  a  hardy,  innocent,  opprefied  race  of 
men  in  a  rich  foil,  furround^d  by  numberiefs  flocks  and  herds, 
yet  uncloathed,  unfed,  and  rooflly  unhoufed,  owing  to  our 
reftri£tions  upon  their  imports  and  exports,  yet  contributing 
their  perfons  and  their  labour  to  the  fupport  of  ths  empire : 
would  their  Lordfhips  wi/h  to  continue  fo  large  apart  of 
their  fellow-fubjeds  in  this  ftate  of  fubordinatioo  and  oiife- 
ry  ?  He  trufted  they  would  not,  and  at  an  sra  when  the  moft 
abfolute  monarchs  gloried  in  the  moft  liberal  and  impartial 

•  difpenfation  of  their  commerce  and  juftice,  to  the  moft  dif- 
tant  part  of  their  dominions,  the  profcription  was  too  repug- 
nant to  the  principles  of  found  policy,  and  to  the  order  of 
nature,  to  fuceeed  ;  to  attempt  then  to  hx  it  upon  a  nation 
equally  enlightened,  manly,  and  entcrprifing  with  ourfelves, 

*  would  be  as  impradlicable  as  unjuft.  The  taft  was,  that  olt 
manufafturers  had  informed  Ireland  of  more  than  flie  knew 
before ;  that  if  we  did  not  grant  them  a  fair  participation  of 
our  commerce,  they  would  have  it  without  it ;  Tor,  what 
withholds  her  now  to  trade  to  the  ports  wo  have  excepted  ? 
wbat  prevents  her  from  laying  what  duties  ftie  pleafes  on  our 
imports,  or  from  receiving  foreign  inanufadbures  ?  It  was 
furjrly  wife  in  us  then  to  ofter  them  fuch  a  proportion  of  our 
trade  as  might  reduce  them  to  confent  to  the  future  regula- 
tions we  propofed.  If  any  one  was  wild  enough  to  think  we 
could  coerce  them,  he  neither  knew  the  geometrical  fituaiion 
of  Ireland,  nor  the  charafter  of  its  inhabitants. — His  Lord- 
fhip  wiftied  to  fay  no  more  on  this  fubjeQ  than  that  an  opu- 
lent and  luxurious  country,  like  an  individual  of  the  fame 
charadler,    might  lofe  much  by  fuch  a  conflict  i  a  poor  coun- 

.  try,  li-:  :.  pjor  individual, 'efpecially  if  robuft  and  defperaie, 
vv  J.u  fiiticr  iefs,  perhaps  could  fcarcely  be  worfe  than  they 
were.  It  had  been  urged  by  many.  What  neceflity  was  there 
for  this  meafure  at  this  time  ?  The  Parliament  of  Ireland 
faid,  they  had  exprefled  twice  the  warmeft  faiisfafiion  and 
perfeft  contentment  at  His  Majefty's  gracious  indulgences  to 
that  kingdom  ;  that  the  Volunteers  were  dwindling,  and  that 
the  force  of  Government  was  never  ftronger  there,  or  had 
cVer  been  more,  exerted  to  the  fuppreflioa  of  rebels  and  lo- 
mults  than  at  this  period.  He  muft,  he  declared,  ever  ho- 
nour the  national  fpirit  »of  the  Volunteers  of  tha^  kingdom, 
in  fpite  of  all-the  difcountenance,  difcouragements,  and  ex- 
pedients with  which  government  attempted  to  deprefs  them. 
They  gave  an  illuftrious  example  of  what  a  brave  and  ani- 
mated people  could  effeSt  m  their  own  defence.  Yet  he  did 
not  carry  his  admiration  fo  far  as  to  approve  their  afieffibling 
under  the  nofe  of  Parliament,  to  prefcribe,  reform,  and  die- 
v^tc  to  their  reprefentatives ;  and  yet  he  plight  plead  fhe 
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^ame  quotation  In  behalf- of  Ireland  as  the  illuftfious  father  of 
the  prizfent  Mhiider  did  upon  another  ferious  occa£on : 

Be  to  her  faults  a  little  blind, 
And  to  her  virtues  very  kind. 

Might  he  not  plead  the.  fame  for  our  impallioned  neighhour^t 
efpecially  when  they  recolleded,  what  a  quantity  of  political 
combuAibles  were  exported  into  that  kingdom  from  this,  and 
€ven  the  moft  chimerical  proportions  recommended,  however 
unfitting  her  peculiar  fituation  ;  on  the  contrary,  had  th« 
fame  conflitutional  regulations  been  imparted  to  her  at  thac 
period  which  we  had  adopted  and  enjoyed  in  this  kingdom, 
thofe  formidable  volunteers  had  perhaps  never  exifled  i  but  it 
feemed  we  were  as  jealous  of  our  conAitutional  fuperfority 
as  oOr  commercial,  and  confequently*  had  furrendcred  with 
reludlance  what  we  might  have  granted  with  cordiality. 
That  we  might  not  now  revive  what  we  had  been  fo  carneft 
to  allay,  was  his  fincere  wifti.  He  would  not  fay  that  any 
immediate  ohje£t  called  for  the  fettlement  propofed  at  the 
inflant;  it  was  certain  that  many  of  the  firft  men  of  propor^ 
ty,  abilities,  and  chara£ler,  left  that  force  which  alarmed  uis 
from  the  moment  they  extended  their  views  from  the  defence 
of  their  country,  to  the  fuperfedure  of  their  own  legiflature,  , 

and  publicly  condemned  it,  and  the  acknowledgements  of  the 
Parliament  to  the  Crown  were  moft  ample  and  expreffive. 
Yet  the  fevejc  reftriflions  on  their  commerce,  he  was  per- 
fuaded,  always  fat  heavy  on  the  fenfe  of  the  nation ;  the  want 
of  capital  to  undertake  any  thln<:^,  owing  to  the  immenfe 
drain  of  fpecie  by  abfentees,  fufficientJy  explained  the  un- 
profitablenefs  of  their  foil  and  c'imate.  To  conqiliate 
therefore,  and  to  attach  our  fifter  kingdom  by  a  fair,  fafe, 
and.effedlual  participation  of  our  extenfive  commerce,  and 
thereby  to  improve  the  union  and  ftrength  of  both  coun- 
tries, was,  he  had  no  doubt,,  the  objedl  of  the  "prefent  Mi- 
ixifter;  that  he  began  it  in  the  moft  proper  mode  he  would 
not  pretend  to  fay ;  perhaps  it  might  have  been  better  to 
have  adopted  the  plan  of  negotiation  at  a  former  celebrated 
and  happy  period  for  this  country,  inftcad  of  holding  forth 
propofitions  to  one  parliament  before  the  other  was  con-, 
fulted ;  perhaps  the  very  able  and  correfl  information  h6 
received  from  the  other  fide  might  be  fuperior  to  that  h^ 
might  have  b^en  flattered  with  on  this,  and  hence  n  field  of 
political  argumentation  and  jealoufy  might  have  arifen, 
which  might  have  obfcured  the  very  objeft  they  ail  profefied 
to  fteer  to.  The  alterations  which  had  been  made  in  the 
firft  propofitions  to  Ireland,  were  certainly  very  confiderable> 
iind  plainly  proved  the  defefts  of  the  original  plan  ;  imper- 
UA  ana  perilous  it  certainly  waS;  and  had  it  palTed^  might  i 

have. 
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*Tiave  produceil  greater  evils  than,  he  was  perfuadcd,  it  was 
calculated  to  prevent.  Much  reproach,  however,  had  been 
laid  at  the  MLnifter's  door  for  the  alterations  he  had  made 
or  admitted;  but  in  this,  his  Lordfliip  could  not  concur 
either  in  opinion^  nor  ought  he  in  candor;  he  rather  Tkought 
him  commendable  in  reforming  his  own  errors,  or  of  thofe 
who  might  have  mifled  him,  and  for  adapting  better  mate- 
rials from  his  adverfaries.  What  Would  not  have  been 
.urged,  and  with  juftice,  had  he  a<Sled  otherwife? — Had  he 
pcrfiiled  in  errors,  and  per  fevered  in  meafurcs  repugnant  to 
Njiis  profefled  views  and  the  intereft  of  both  countries,  bc- 
caufe  they  were  his  own — Had  he  maintained  his  own  in- 
fallibility in  fpite  of  his  conviiSlion,  ?ind  facrificed  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  both  kingdoms  to  his  own  perfonal  impor- 
tance— On  the  contrary,  his  Lordfliip  would  pronounce^ 
•for  one,  his  conceffions,  or  his  inconfiftcncies,  as  they  were 
tralhd,  laudable;  if  they  were  facrifices  on  his  part,  and 
were  made  to  the  public,  it  was  a  tribute  due  to  the  public, 
<^  which  he  was  the  fervant,  and  with  whofe  welfare  no 
,  Minifter  ought  ever  to  fufFer  his  own  confequence  to  (land 
dn  competition,  when  his  opinion  did  not  fupport  him.-^The 
Minifter,  his  Lordfhip  obferved,  had  altered  his  taxes  upon 
tetter  being  propofed ;  and  when  no  better  had  been  fug- 
gefted,  he  had  maintained  them.  He  had  held  the  fame 
conduft  with  refpeft  to  the  commercial  treaty  with  our 
lifter  kingdom ;  having  done  this,  ind  made  it  as  falutary 
imd  palatable  as  he  could,  he  had  done  his  duty.  Tt  re- 
mained with  their  Lordflii^ps  and  the  public,  to  weigh  well 
tmd  difpaffionately  this  great  fubjeft,  to  adopt  or  rejeS  it; 
ko  concur  in  fome  folid  bond  of  reciprocality  and  amity 
With  f  reland,  or  to  remain  the  objcds  of  mutual  jealoufy, 
tmd  the  fport  of  the  natural  enemies  of  both.  Great  terrors 
had  been  eitpreffed  of  the  fatal  confequences  which  would 
iittend  our  manufa^^lures  and  commerce,  if  thefe  re^ula- 
tions  took  place.  His  Lordfliip  declared,  he  muft  fay,  that 
Hifter  all  the  objc£>ions  he  had  heard  in  that  vaft  abyfs  of 
evidence  laid  before  both  Houfes,  he  did  not  conceive  that 
any  confulerable  emigration,  either  of  manufafturers  or 
artificers  was  likely  to  take  place  for  many  years ;  inuch 
had,  he  believed,  been  miftated  to  prevent  ftny  participation 
whatever;  Vkhiift,  on  the  other  hand,  the  advantages  of 
fuptirior  capital,  fuperior  Qcill,  eftabliftied  credit  and  cor- 
relpondence,  had  not  been  included  in  the  calculation,  which 
mull,  in  a  great  degree,  counterpoife  the  cheapnefs  of  the 
raw  materials,  and  inff  rior  price  of  labour  and  provifions  ; 
the  latter,  he  alfo  obferved,  had  been  exaggerated  to  impo fci 
to  idea  of  inQm<idiate  dtriolatioa;  fo  tliat  Uie  ohjcGt  feemcd 
•      ■  to 
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to  have  been  to  prove,  that  if  Irdand  obtained  any  tbin^ 
England  muil  lofe  every  thing ;  how  ^ar  this  doi^rhxe  would, 
recommend  the  propofitions  to  our  ililer  kingdom^  he  left  to' 
^very  difpailipnate  mind.     Ireland  was  to  reiign  what  many 
deemed  the  ii^depend^uce  of  h($r  legiilationy^for  what  r-— 
for  nothings— becauie,,  if  fhf^  participated  of  our  commerce. 
by  the  removal  of  jher  prefeot  roftri^Slions,  we  were  un^ 
done;  if  then  this  treaty  broke  off,  and  her* independent 
l^iflature  reje<5led  it,  and  haying  iip  debt,  ihe  /hould  give 
every  encouragement  to.  ^er  own  manufacturer  and  com- 
El&erce,  then  unfettered,  would  ihe  not  have  all  we  denied  her,. 
\irithout  our  concurrence  ?  That  as  we  had  loft,  by  an  illi- 
Ijeral  jeaIoufy,and  an  adherence  to  monopoly,  what  we  coyld 
^ot  maintain,  weihould  alfo  lofe  her  afiedlion.and  fuppott; 
t)ie  lofs  of  which,  he  deemed  a  calamity  to  both  kingdoms. 
Uefaid,.he  fcarcely  knew  how  to  as'oid  mentioning,  nor  how 
to  defcribe  to  its  tull  extent,  her  Situation  for  trade,  the 
advantages  of  her    fouthern   ports,  her  command^  of  St. 
George's  Chamiel,  the  fupplibsof  her  failorsand  provifions 
in  time  of  war,   her  confumption  of  our  marLu£i(3ures  and 
imports  ia  time  of  peace,  the  manhood,  intrepidity,  and 
perfeverance  of  her  inhabitants,  aids  .which  a  voluptuous 
tunpire  always  required,  and  could  not  exiil  without.     Let 
Uiem  '  recollect,  for  a  moment,  what  Rome  was  when  flie 
loft  her  provinces  and  Ixardy  allies.     There  were  ihofe,  \'g> 
I^new,  who  counted  much  upon  her  proximity  and  her  divi- 
iipns.     She  was  too  near>  not  to  be  moil  dear  to  us,  and 
their  Lordfliips  UMght  believe,  not  fo  mutable  upon  national 
I^oint&  as  ourfelvcs*     He  fpoke  not  to  intimidate,  but  to 
inform.     He   repeated  what  he  had  faid  many  years  ago, 
when  he  returned  from  Ireland,  when  wc  were  trifling  wirK 
our  armies  in  America,  that  if  wc  did  not  aft  decilively, 
^e  fliould  not  only  lofe  that  country^  but  that  there  wu4 
•4nother   impoverilhed   and  opprefTed   by   our  rertriftioni, 
whofe  attachment  had  a  better  claim  to  our  indulgence* 
/ifter  having  detained  their  Lord ftiips  fo  long  upon  thQ  prin- 
ciple of  the  prelent  propofixions,  and  the  ne<;eflity  of  fome 
vuft  and,  perniiinciit  commercial  ibttJemcnt,  after  the  expec- 
tations lieid  foitli,  lie  would  not  enter  into  them  ft  riatimm 
7  hey  were  too  complicated,  and  had  been  fo,  cobbled  by 
various  liandi>,  that  he  much  feared  they  would  perplex  the 
refpeftive  Hoards  and  Revenue  Officers  to  execute  them. 
He  owned  he  ftiould  ftart  at  a  family  feulcment  or  leafe  fo 
drawn;  heftiould,  therefore,  confine  his  obfervations to  the 
fourth  and  twentieth  propofitions. — As  to  the  fourth,  it 
depended,  furcly,  on  this  Parliament  to  weigh  well  whethef 
we  would  purchafc  the  concurrence  of  Ireland  to  fuch  regu- 
VoL.  XVIII.        '  P  litioi^ 
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litioRI  as  we  (bouM  propofe,  by  a  fair  atul  genereus  parttci* 
pation  of  our  commerce}  arid  might  bind  her  in  imo  com* 
Aon  interoft.  With  Ireland  it  would  remain  to  wei^  fuch 
advantage  with  a  point  of  precedency.  The  reg^lHioo  of 
commercial  duties  muft  pnpnate  fomewhere.  He  did  not 
concetTc'that  ten  and  a  haif^per  cent,  was  too  highi  and  it 
was  furely  the  tntereft  of  botii  kingdoms  to  obfenrc  in  fa- 
ture  the  lame  proportion.  With  regard  to  the  twentieth  pro* 
pofition>  he  ownedy  he  wt Ihed  it  hadbeen  made  more  explieif * 
All  the  furphis  above  650,0001.  of  the  hereditary  revenue 
our  fifter  kingdom  agreed  to  cohfign  to  the  naval  force  of  the 
empimy  to  the  common  caufe,  and  our  mutual  proteAion. 
Upon  expedation  thit  Ibch  bei|e£ts  fliould  arife  as  ihouM 
produce  the  means,  he  cou{d  not  but  thti^k  it  had  been  bener 
drawn  at  the  difpofition  of  the  Crown  for  this  purpofe« 
The  hereditary  revenue  was  always  In  the  difpofition  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  application  of  this  furpluf,  whether  by  ma- 
terials or  by  grofs  fum,  fhould,  in  his  opinion,  he  under  the 
dircAion  or  die  Sovereign  of  both  countries  as  the  exigency 
iliould  re^fuire.  He  was  only  fuggei^ing  his  opinion,  not 
attempting  to  embarrafs  a  fyftem,  of  the  failure  of  which  he 
owned  he  dreaded  the  conlequenccs.  Was  it  poifible  that 
our  manufaflurers  could  grudge  fuch  a  participation  of  co?n- 
merce  as  would  fccure  our  own,  and  recover  the  Britiih 
empire ;  or  that  Ireland  ihould  refufe  fuch  a  participation 
from  a  point  of  precedency,  which  muft  originate  fomewhere. 
All  thst  he  hoped,  and  moft  ardently,  was,  that  we  might 
give  enough  to  engage  the  affedlions  and  ciirdjality  of  our 
fifter  kingdom ;  not  to  attempt  a  bargain  parfimonions  and 
equivocal.  He  knew. the  generous  and  manly  Sentiments  of 
that  country  were  fuch  as  would  engage  them  to  make  a 
common  caufc,  and  admit  of  no  future  diftin^ions.  If  he 
had  exprcfled  any  degree  of  preference  for  Ireland,  he  begged 
their  Lordfhips  would  impute  iy  to  the  veneration  he  hore  it, 
and  the  obligation  he  owed  for  tlieir  partiality  to  his  failings; 
he  was  naturally,  he  hoped,  the  advocate  of  the  oppreft  and 
meritorious ;  he  knew  the  Iriik  16  he  generous  and  imicm- 
pw-ifmg  friends,  and  who  difdained  fo  be  behindhand  in  re- 
cipro€ality.  lie  could  not  lay  more  to  induce  their  Lord* 
ihips  not  to  lofe  the  prefent  occtifion,  or  at  leaft  juftify  hi? 
own  opinion. 
Lord  Sack*  Lord  SackztlU  tofc  again,  and  finding  it  to  he  agrecabi* 
^*^«  to  many  Lords  that  iie  Ihould  make  a  motion  relative  to  the 

idea  that  had  been  thrown  out  in  hi$  former  fpcech,  he 
moved,  "  that  the  further  confideration  of  the  report  b*^ 
•«  put  off  rill  that  day  four  months  f  afterwards  meaning  to 
move,  in  caie  he  carried  it,  that  an  humble -addreft  be  pre- 
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fented  td  His  Majift  j,  beie^chhig  hiQi  to  appoint  commif- 
Coders  to  adjuft  the  grounds  of  a  MMni&eccial  treaty  with 
Ir^ndy  or  to  fettle  the  tenas  of  in  noien  becwtea  that 
CMntty  and  Great  Britan. 

The  EaA  o(  Stiififtwgb  &ii^  hs  rofe  wUh  pleafose  to  ib*v  Fari  Sctr- 
€OAd  the;  motion  of  the  nobio  Viiitotiotii  .  bofoagk 

Ttie  lAtdGmHUilvr  £iid»  be  IhooU-not  enter  ioto  the  mi*  ths  UtA 
twAm  Of  detail  «f  all  that  had  lioto  adv«noed»  hot  con£ne  Cbuctlior. 
himfelf  merely  to  the  quellion,  whether  it  was  proper^  after 
the  many  long  and  tedious  invefligationi  of  the  fobjeifVy  to  ^ 

j^pohe  it  hy  a  motion,  for  four  months*  His  liordihip 
&id,  he  was  convinced  that  the  people  of  Irelandy  (if  tliey 
were  not  blind  to  their  interefts)  would  aocftpi  of  the  pA>po« 
fittons ;  for,  as  they  were  a  nation  that  moft  depend  for  pro- 
tedlxon  on  fome  other  kingdom,  he  coold  wi(h  to  aik  ^t£ 
Lotdfli]  ps  What  nation  mmrr  the  caoo^y  of  Hea ven^  they 
could  look  to  where  theproteftant  inteaeft  was  ib  clofeiy  con- 
neded  or  likely  to  be  fopported,  asiirthis:  but  endeavours 
had  not  been  wanting  to  fet  the  Irifh  agAtnft  them,  hy  a(k* 
ifig  the  witrtoCfes  at  the  W  iistdfal  ^oeftians  relative  to  the 
propofitions^  with  a  view  So  create  jealoofiei^  and  low  dit* 
Content/'^  and  it  had  likewiie  been  fltated,  that  the  manu£io« 
fttrers  of  this  country  were  ignorant  at  the  time  they  gavo  . 
dieir  evidenoe  before  the  Privy  Couhcil,  of  what  was  the  in* 
tention  of  this  country,  or  they  never  would  have  ftaced  that 
aen  and  a  half  per  oent«  was  a  iufficient  duty  to  proteft  every 
manufiidure  in  this  kingdom ;  at  lead  they  did  not  know  at 
the  time,  whether  it  was  ten  and  a  half  per  cent,  to  he  W  va^ 
l^tmy  or  ten  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  fuppofed  value  by  the 
hook  of  rates ;  now  if  their  Ltfrdfhips  would  take  the  trouble 
of  rending  the  evidence  on  their  ^able,  diey  would  obfervt 
that  thegbfs  mamifaAafers  particnlariy  fpecified  the  articles 
of  cut  ebfs,  lcc«  The  people  of  Mancly-Aer  likewife  knew 
it,  and  floftly  Mr.  We^wood  could  not  be  ignorant  of  fuch 
a  fobjeft* 

The  qoeftion  was  put  on  Lord  Sackvilte^s  motion,  <'  That 
<<  the  Piopofitions  be  taten  int6  confideration  on  that  day 
^  four  months,^-  and  the  Houfe  divided :       .  ' 

Non-contents  -  ^  49 

Proxies  •  *  *         35 

Contents  ^    r      ^      n'  ao 

Proxies  -  -  -  10 

—30 

Majority  agdinfl  the  mtftion  •         54 

The  report  was  then  received,  and  the  tefolutions  fepa- 
lately  read  and  agreed  to* 
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Xuefday^  July  ig, 

Th6  following  proteft  was  .entered  on  the  Jounuls. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read  in  the  Honfe  of  Peers^  for 
taking  into  cbnfideratioo.che  rqiort  of  the  ameodments  made 
to  the  refolutions,  communicated  by  the  Comrooos  at  a  conn 
*  ference,  on  the  ^xft  day  of  May  lafi,  relative  to  the  adjuft- 
ment  of  the  commercial  intercourie  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland; 

The  firft  refolotion  being  read  by  the  Clerk, 
The  queftion  was  put  tO';^ee  with  the  Committee  in  this 
lefolution, 

Which  being  obje6Ved  to, 

It  was  moved  to  poftpone  the  farther  confideration  of  th^ 
faid  refoluttons,  for  four  months, 

And  after  a  long  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  thereupon^ 
Contents    -     20  Non  Contents     -    49 

Proxies      -      10  Proxies  -  35 

"  Diflcntient,'' 
**  fiecauic  we  conceive  the  phn  contained  in  the  report, 
<<  as  wbll  from  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  introduced 
''  and  conduced,  as  from  the  matter  which  it  contains  to 
^  be  likely  to  create  and  promote  jealoyfy  and  diflatisfadlioa 
**  through  the  kingdom.". 

DtJtBY, 

.    wentworth  fitzwilliam,  ' 

plymouth, 

northington, 
*-   scarborough, 

kkppel;^ 

A  conference  was  held  in  the  Painted  Chamber  between 
the  two  Houfes,  when  the  X)uke  of  .Chaedos,  as  manager 
for  the  Lords,  acquainted  the  Commons  that  the  Lerds  had. 
fully  confidered  the  reiblutions^  and  had  made  feveral  altera* 
tioiis,  to  which  they  defired  the  concurrence  of  the  Commons* 

*  IVeinefdofy  July  20. 

It  was  moved,  tliat  the  bill  impofing  a  duty  on  liawkers 
and  pedlars  be  rea^  a  fecond  time ;  which  after  a  (hort  de- 
bate was  car^d* 

flpurfjay^julyiu 

The  Earl  of  Derby  moved,  «  Tliat  the  bill  for  tlie  relief 
•*  of  infolvent  debtors  be  read  a  fecond  time," 

The  Lord  Chancellor  oppofed  it,  and  moved,  «  ITiat  the 
**  bill  be  rejedted,'*  which  was  agreed  tow 

Friday 
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Frldajy  July  21. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for  Living  r 
tax  on  hawkers  and  pedlars. 

Lord  Stormont  moved  to  put  off  the  bill  for  three  months. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  oppofed  it,  and  the  Houlb  divid^^  upon 
the  motion,  * 

Contents  f  -  -  S 

Non  Contents  -  -  H      , 

<  • 

Monday^  July  25, 

*A  conference  was  held,  when  tlie  Lords  fent  back  the, 
commercial  refolutions  to  the  Commons, 

Tucfday^  July  26. 

A  conference  was  held,  when  the  Commons  delivered  tcf 
the  Lords,  the  copy  of  an  humble  addrefs  to  the  King,  on 
the  fubje^l  of  the  Irifli  refolutiops,  and  deflred  their  Lord- 
ihips'  concurrence*  . 

TVednefiay,  July  27. 

Lord  Sydney  moved  for  the  addrefs  to  the  King,  which 
was  aCTeed  to  nemine  dljfentiente^^^Yov  the  addrefs,  vide  Com - 
mons  £)ebates. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Hoafe  to  be  put 
into  a  committee  on  the*  bill  to  prevent  bribery,  and  for  the 
better  fecuring  the  rights  of  eledlors,  the  fame  was  read  ac- 
cordingly ;  which  after  a  fliort  debate,  wag^put  off  for  three 
months. 

Friday^  July  29. 

The  Earl  of  Hopctoun  mov^,  <*  That  the  hawkers  and 
<<  pedlars  bill  ihould  not  take  efle6l  fo  foon  as  the  firft  of 
Auguft. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  queftion,  that  tlie  words 
«  the  firft  of  Auguft,*  ftand  part  of  the  bill ; 

Contents  -  .  -  8 

Non-Contenrs  -  -  4 

The  bill  paiTed  without  any  amendments. 

The  Lords,  accompanied  by  the  C6mmons,  w«*nc  up  with 
their  joint  Addrefs  to  the  Throne;  and  the  fame  being  jire- 
fented.  His  Majefty  was  pleafcd  to  make  the  following  moP 
graciotis  anfwer : 

<<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
^*  I  receive  with  tlie  greateft  fatisfadion,  thefe  refolr.tio.is, 
^^  which,  after  fo  long  and  diligent  an  inveftigation,  you 
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<<  confidcr  as  affording  the  ba£s  of  an  advantageous  and  per- 
<<  tnanent  comxnerei^  fettlement  between  my  kingdoms  c^ 
^  Great  Britain  arid  Irdand.  Nothing  can  more  clearly  nia- 
*^  nifeil  your  regard  fur  the  intecefts  of-  both  my  kingdoms^ 
<<  and  your  zeal  for  the  general  profperitjf  of  my  domiittons^ 
^  than  the  attention  you  ha^e  ((Iven  to  this  important  elK 
^'  ]t&.  A  full  and  equal  participation  of  commercial  ad^ 
vantages^  and  a-fimilarity  of  laws  in  fiiofe  pcMots  which 
are  nece0ary  for- their  prefervation  and  fecurity,  mnft  be 
<<  the  fureft  bond  of  union  bet>^een  the  two  kingdoms,  and 
<^  the  fource  of  reciprocal  and  increafing  benefits  to  both. 
^^  The  fame  fpirit  in  which  this  great  work  has  b^;ttn  and 
^*  proceeded,  will,  I  doubt  not,  appear  throughout  the  whole 
'^  of  its  progrefs ;  and  I  concur  with  you  in  thinking  that 
*^  the  final  completion  of  it  is  of  eilential  importance  to  .the 
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future  happinefs  of  both  coimtriesi  and  to  the  Mety»  glo-/ 
ry,  and  pcofperity  of  the  Empire.*^  ^"^ 


Tuifdof^  Augufi  a#  "  .  : .    , 

Adjourned  to  the  27th  of  Oftoben^^Befote  whidk  time,  ^ 
a  proclamation  was  iffiiedi  proroguing  the  Parliament  to  the 
24th  of  January  x  786. 
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Tut  PARLrAMEm*ARV  REGISTER,  Ko.  L  of  the-prcrent  $clKi>a 
of  the  prefent  Parliament.  Cbntaimni^  an  accurate,  full,  and  impartial 
Aecotmt  of  the  Debates  of  the  prcfent  Seffion,  collated  with  the  Notes  and  Pa- 
pers of  (everal  Gentlemen,  vfho  have  obliging^  comtnunictted  the  fame. 
.  ^(j^  At  the  defire  of  feveral  Perfoos-of  diftsngniflied  Abilities  and  Rank,  thti 
Work  wa^  undertaken.  The  favoarable  Reception  it  hts  met  ^vith  during  thd 
whole  of  the  two  hft  ParliamentSi  not  only  demands  the  moft  ^rttefnl  Ackno^*. 
Icdgemems  of  the  Editors,  bnt  encourages  them  to  a  Conttnuation  of  the  fiimc 
through  the  prcfent  Parliament.  For  this  Purpofe,  and  to  prevent  Mifrcprefcn-* 
tBtion»  they  beg  leave  again  to  foltctt  the  Aifii^ance  of  their  former  Friends,  and 
every  other  Gentleman.'  A  ftri£^  Attention  will  be  paid  to  all  their  Commands 
and  Favours;  nor  wilt  any  Aifidnity  or  C^re  be  wanting  to  preferve  that  Truth 
uid  Accuracy^  for  which  this  Work  has  hitherto  been  diftinguiflied.' 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER  of  the  laft  PaHiamenr,  complete, 
m*  from  t79o  to  11^4,  in  FourteeA  Volumct.    Price  ^l.  8s.  half  bound. 
The  PARLIAMENTARY  RfiGlSTER  of  the  former  Pkriiamenr,  from 
1774  to  17S01  In  feventcen  VoUuneSi  ^rice  61.  #s*  half  bound  and  lettered. 

The  I&IRESS;  aCoM£PT.  Bytient.  Gen.  John  BvitoaYKE,  as  per* 
formed  at  the  Theatre  Royal »  Dmry  Lane.     A  new  Edition.     Price  ss.  6d. 

A  SHORT  ADDRESS  to  the  PUBLIC ;  Containing  fotne  Thougl^ts  how 
the  National  Debt  mav  be  reduced*  and  all  Home  Taxes*  inehiding  Land  Tax, 
aboUfted.     By  WUXIAM  Lord  NEWHAVEN.     Price  One  Shilling. 

SPEECH  of  GEORGE  DALLAS,  Efq.  Member  ^f  the  Cammktte  ap^ 
pointed  by  the  Brhiih  Inhabitants  reftdingln  BengM,  for  the  Purpoft  of  prepar- 
ing Pefittont  to- Hiijtfajefty.  and  both  Houfes  of  Partiament,  praying  Rcdrcfi 
againft  an  A  A  of  Parliament,  &c.  as  delivered  by  him  at  a  Meeting  held  at  th^ 
Theatre^  in  Calcutta,  on  the  25th  of  Jtdy,  17S5.  A  new  Edition,  to  which 
rt  added  the  Sptech  of  CUAitLBy  Pt7nLiNC»  Efq.  on  the  Reflations  of  the 
Inhabitants  and  of  *the*OfRcerrof  of  the  Army,  aifeynbled  at  CawnPoore,  witk 
a  coTfc^  Copy  of  thte  Lords'  Proteft  on  Mr.  Pittas  India  Btll.    Price  is.  6d. 

MEMOIRS  of  the  Bakon  Dt  Tott,  on  •'the  Turks  and  rhe  Tartars* 
traoflated  from  the  French,  by  tn  Knglith  Gentleman  at  Paris,  under  the  1m* 
MEDIATE  l!«9PECTlON  of  the  Barok.     In  1  vcds.  Prtce   los.  in  Boards. 

TtlAVKLLlNG  ANECDOTES,  through  varions  Parts  of  Etiropc.  By 
JAM£S  DOUGLAS.  A  new  Edition,  illuftnted  with  Eight  En^ravings^ 
Price  69.  in  boards.  ' 

An  ASYLt'M  for  FUGITIVE  PIECES,  in  Profe  ^nd  Vcrfc,  not  in  any 
other  Col !cci ion  :  with  feveral  Pieces  never  before  publtlKcd;  including  the 
CKITIoyES  on  the  ROLLIAD,  revifed;  The  PROBATIONARY  ODES 

for  the  LAUREATSHIP5   Lord  G M*f  DIARY  ;     Lord  M-— K  on 

Eloquence;  and  feveral  Jeu  des  Eiprits,  written  by  PERSONS  of  FASHION.' 
.  on  many  bte  Public  Topics,  intended  as  a  Supplement  to  the  above  Work.    A. 
new  Edition.     Price  4s,  fcwcd.    ' 

♦^»  The  Second  Volume  of  this  Work  is  now  in  the  Prefs,  and  will  be  fpec- 
dily  publiihed.  Thofe  Gentlemen  who  are  defrrous  of  contributing  to  the  prefenc 
Collection,  aie  humbly  requcfted  to  make  their  Communications  as  early  as 
poiRblf. 

OBSERVATIONS  on  the  MANU^ACTiniES,  TRADE,  and  PRESENT 
STATE  of  IRELAND.  By  JOHN  LORD  SHEFFIELD.  Third  Edition. 
Price  7».  in  Boards. 

§t$  This  Work  inchtdes  the  important  Qh^^^'*^  relative  to  the  opening  the 
PORTS  of  GREAT  BRITAIN  to  the  MANUFACTURES  of  IRELAND,     , 
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•A  COLLECTION  of  a^^'the  TREATIES  of  PEACE,  ALLIANCE,  iti 
COMMERCE,  between  Grkat  Biitaik  and  other  Powers,  from  r^ 
Tie-dtj  figncdat  MUNSTK>  m  ^48,  to  the  Treaties  figned  at  Paxis  io  iv. 
To  wliith  is  prefixed,  a  Dii'courie  oa  the  Ccyidudl  of  the  Govcmnicnt  of  Gjiat 
13  la  T ^\  I N  ill  Rcrpcct  10  Neutral  Naiionis.  By  the  Right  Honourable  CHARLEi 
JKNKlNSON\     Jn  3  Volumes  Svo.     Price  i&s.  in  Boards. 

REMARKS  on  the  Government  and  Laws  of  the  United  States  of  Amenu. 
in  Four  Letters,  adilrdfcd  to  Mr.  Adams,  Mlnilcer  Plenipotentiary  frara  ia 
United  States  of  Ameuca  tu  the  Court  of  Great  Britain.  TranHatcd  fro.-s  u: 
Trench  of  the  Abbe  d.c  Mablcy,  with  Notes  by  the  Tranilator,  Pncc^i 
fcived.  .     .  ^     .,  V 

The  NEW  PEERAGEi  or,  the  Ancient  and  Prcfcnt  State  of  the  Nob::::v  rf 
Kkglamd,  Scot  LAN*  I),  and  Ik  ex.  and;  .containing  a  genealogical  Ac:yiJi 
pf  the  Peers,  whether  by  Suuniious  or  Creation;  their  Delccnts  and  col'£::ix 
Branches ;  their  Birtlis,  Marriai^cs,  and  lO'ue  r  together  with  tiicir  p.'Ur  «i 
Coats  of  Aims,  Crcds,  Sopportors^  and  Mottoes,  engrayed.  To  »bid  u 
mddcdy  The  Extin£l  Peerage,  comprehending  an  authentic  Account  of  tltcPc:.! 
uho  have  ever  existed  from  the  earlicll  Times.  A  ne^  Edition*  la  i'mx 
Volumes  O^vo.     Price  15s.,  in  |3oards. 

.  •^*  The  Editors  profci's  to  have  given  in  thcfe  Volumes  the  dcartil,  rr  r. 
authentic,  and  the  bed  digellcd  Account  of  the  noble  families  of  Lnolan.. 
bcoiLA.ND,  and  Ik£I.amj,  hitbeiro  pubhflicd;  and,  by  omitting  uncit^::  • 
l^i^reliions,  and  olkntutiout  Quotations  from  Hifloric^  aud  biognphuai  Me- 
moirs, which  o;i]y  I'crvc  to  iQCiest'e  the  Pi  ice,  have  exhibited  their  GciicJcp. 
#lcar  and  explicit,  i*o  that  every  cullatcral  Branch  is  feen  with  great  F^c.::. 
and  Exat^neld,  and  few  even  of  ihe  Gentry  of  England,-  Scotl;ind,  aoJ  la.A... 
ulto  have  iiUenniifncd  with  tlic  Nobility  of  thole  iCinguoms,  but  nuv  ^^^ 
dilcovcr  bv  what  Depcc   of  Confauguinitv  they  arc  allied. 

A  COLLECTION  of  the  MOST  ESTEEMED  POLITICAL  TRACT? 
which  were  priuicd  during  t}ic  Years  1781,17^ 2,    17^3,   i7^4»  and  i:i;,  : 
Li^br  Volumci.     Price  al.  12s.  &d*.half  bound  and  lettered* 
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the  Karl  of  Srair'^  Contidcrations  ;  Lieutenant  Tomlinfon's  Letters  or  the  M^:: 
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tioiial  Qucfiion  ;  True  State  of  the  late  Important  Q^cllion  ;  Letter  to  i: 
Tlioinas  Broughtwn ;  Free  Parliaments  ;  Pox  und  Pitt's  Speeches  on  th<  W- 
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Reply  to  the  Trcafury  Pamphlet ;  Authentic  Statement  of  the  Rcpoit  of  :  • 
Privy  Council  on  the  Irilh  Propolitiuns ;  Mr.  Pox's  Speech,  May  is,  t'J:. 
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